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Internal Affairs Policies & Procedures
Ensuring accountability in New Jersey’s police departments

In New Jersey, every state, county, and local law enforcement agency is required to establish a process for
disciplining officers who commit misconduct or otherwise violate the agency’s rules. Generally speaking,
this disciplinary process is handled by the agency’s “internal affairs” (IA) unit, which operates outside the
normal chain of command and is responsible for investigating misconduct and recommending discipline
to the agency’s leaders.

In 1991, the Attorney General issued Internal Affairs Policies & Procedures (IAPP), which established
statewide standards for the operations of IA units in New Jersey. Five years later, in 1996, the Legislature
went a step further, requiring that each law enforcement agency in New Jersey adopt its own policies
consistent with IAPP. The document has been updated several times since then, including a significant
revision in December 2019 as part of Attorney General Grewal’s Excellence in Policing Initiative. Several
additional changes were made in subsequent years.

The current version of IAPP, which went into effect on November 15, 2022, is known as the “November 2022
IAPP” and includes an appendix of fifteen sample forms and documents. The first two of these sample
forms are intended for public use: a “civilian complaint information sheet,” which explains how to file an IA
complaint (Appendix A), and a standardized “internal affairs report form” for civilians seeking to file a
complaint (Appendix B). Both of these documents have been translated into Arabic, Chinese, Haitian, Hindi,
Korean, Polish, Portuguese, Spanish, Tagalog, and Vietnamese. The remaining appendices (Appendix C to Appendix O) are intended for
internal use by law enforcement.
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Major Discipline Reporting Form (IAPP Appendix L)
Pursuant to AG Directive 2021-6, all New Jersey law enforcement agencies were required to submit to the Attorney General their first “Major
Discipline Reporting Form,” which covers discipline imposed between June 15, 2020 and December 31, 2020, no later than August 9, 2021. If this
information has yet to be submitted, agencies must submit their information to the Office of the Attorney General using the link below.

Submit Major Discipline

View Major Discipline

To download a copy of the Major Discipline Reporting Form, scroll down to “Additional IAPP Appendices” and download the link listed as
Appendix L.

Internal Affairs Dashboard
Under the Internal Affairs Policy and Procedures (IAPP) (AG Directive 2021-6), law enforcement agencies in New Jersey are required to submit
an Annual Internal Affairs Summary to the Office of Public Integrity and Accountability (OPIA). Agencies were instructed to submit internal
affairs information for sworn officers in accordance with the data collection parameters outlined in Appendix K of the policy. The Internal
Affairs Dashboard includes this information as reported by each agency.

Click here to view the IA Dashboard

Download Latest Versions of IAPP and Related Material

Internal Affairs Policy and Procedures (Revised, November 2022)
AG Directive 2022-14 Transparency in Internal Affairs Investigations
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IAPP Appendix A: Sample Civilian Complaint Information Sheet
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IAPP Appendix B: Sample Internal Affairs Report Form
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Additional IAPP Appendices (For Internal Use by Law Enforcement)

 

 

Appendix C Internal Affairs Complaint Notification

Appendix D Sample Immediate Suspension Notice

Appendix E Sample Response Letter

Appendix F Preliminary Notice of Disciplinary Action

Appendix G Miranda Warning

Appendix H Sample Use Immunity Grant

Appendix I Witness Acknowledgement Form

Appendix J Administrative Advisement Form

Appendix K Internal Affairs Policy Reporting Form (Instructions)

Appendix L Annual Major Discipline Reporting Form

Appendix M Final Notice of Disciplinary Action

Appendix N Representative Acknowledgement Form

Appendix O Sample Summary and Conclusions Reports
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