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Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 30, New Jersey 
Board of Dentistry, was readopted as R.1995 d.191, effective March 10, 
2000, and Subchapter 2, Applicants for License to Practice Dental 
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Oral Hygiene, were repealed and Subchapter lA, Dental Hygienists, 
Subchapter 2, Dental Assistants, Subchapter 5, Continuing Education, 
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d.147, effective April 3, 2000. See: 32 NJ.R. 215(a), 32 N.J.R. 1221(a). 

Chapter 30, New Jersey Board of Dentistry, was readopted by R.2005 
d.309, effective August 16, 2005. As a part ofR.2005 d.309, Subchapter 
2A, Registered Dental Assistant and Limited Registered Dental 
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September 19, 2005. See: Source and Effective Date. See, also, section 
annotations. 
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SUBCHAPTER 1. LICENSURE TO PRACTICE 
DENTISTRY 

13:30-1.1 Purpose and scope 

(a) The rules in this chapter implement the provisions of 
N.J.S.A. 45:6-1 et seq., the Dental Practice Act, and regulate 
the practice of dentistry in the State of New Jersey. 

(b) The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all 
licensed dentists, licensed registered dental hygienists, 
registered dental assistants, limited registered dental as-
sistants, and holders of dental clinic permits, and all 
applicants seeking licensure to engage in the practice of 
dentistry, dental hygiene, and dental assisting, and applicants 
seeking permits to operate dental clinics. 

(c) Noncompliance with the rules in this chapter may be 
deemed professional misconduct and may subject the 
licensee, registrant or permit holder to disciplinary action 
pursuant to the provisions ofN.J.S.A. 45:1-14 et seq. 

New Rule, R.2000 d.147, effective April 3, 2000. 
See: 32 N.J.R. 215(a), 32 N.J.R. 122l(a). 

FormerN.J.A.C. 13:30-1.1, Qualifications of applicants, recodified to 
N.J.A.C. 13:30-1.2. 

13:30-1.2 Application for licensure to practice dentistry 

(a) All persons desiring to practice dentistry in New Jersey 
shall secure a license from the Board. 

(b) To qualify as a candidate for dental licensure, an 
applicant shall submit a completed application to the Board 
which shall contain the following information and materials: 

1. A certified transcript from the secretary or dean of a 
dental school, college or department of a university 
approved by the Commission on Dental Accreditation 
verifying that the applicant has obtained a dental degree 
from such institution; 

2. A passport size photograph of the applicant signed 
by the applicant and notarized; 

3. Results from the successful completion of the North 
East Regional Board examination. If an applicant fails any 
portion of the North East Regional Board examination 
three consecutive times, the Board may require the 
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applicant to sit for and pass a remedial course in the subject 
area at a dental school, college or department of a 
university approved by the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation. The Board shall recognize successful 
completion of the North East Regional Board examination 
for up to five years; 

4. Results of the successful completion of parts I and II 
of the National Board Dental Examination; 

5. Results from the successful completion of the New 
Jersey Jurisprudence examination taken within one year of 
the date of application; 

6. A certification by the board of dentistry in every 
state or jurisdiction in which the applicant holds a dental 
license verifying that the applicant's license in that state or 
jurisdiction is in good standing; 

7. Results from a criminal history background check 
conducted by the State of New Jersey pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
45:1-28 et seq.; 

8. The applicant's complete professional employment 
history; and 

9. The application fee as set forth in N.J.A.C. 13:30-
8.1. 

(c) An applicant for dental licensure who graduated from a 
dental school that has not been approved by the Commission 
on Dental Accreditation shall have completed at least two 
years of study at a dental school, college or department of a 
university approved by the Commission of Dental Accred-
itation, with a dental degree having been conferred by such 
institution. 

( d) A candidate for dental licensure who has successfully 
completed the North East Regional Board examination five 
years or more prior to the date of application shall submit a 
completed application to the Board which shall contain the 
following information and materials: 

1. A certified transcript from the secretary or dean of a 
dental school, college or department of a university 
approved by the Commission on Dental Accreditation 
verifying that the applicant has obtained a dental degree 
from such institution; 

2. A passport size photograph of the applicant signed 
by the applicant and notarized; 

3. Results of the successful completion of parts I and II 
of the National Board Dental examination; 

4. Results from the successful completion of the New 
Jersey Jurisprudence examination taken within one year of 
the date of application; 

5. A certification by the board of dentistry in every 
state or jurisdiction in which the applicant holds a dental 
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13:30-1.16 (Reserved) 
Administrative correction to (a)2. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2386(a). 
Repealed by R.1990 d.205, effective April 2, 1990. 
See: 22 N.J.R. 149(b), 22 N.J.R. 1145(a). 

SUBCHAPTER IA. DENT AL HYGIENISTS 

13:30-lA.l Application for licensure as registered 
dental hygienist 

(a) All persons desiring to practice dental hygiene in New 
Jersey shall first secure a license :from the Board. 

(b) An applicant for licensure as a dental hygienist shall 
submit a completed application to the Board which shall 
contain the following information and materials: 

1. A certified transcript from the secretary or dean from 
an institution with an educational program in dental 
hygiene approved by the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation verifying that the applicant completed the 
educational program in dental hygiene; 

2. A passport size photograph of the applicant signed 
by the applicant and notarized; 

3. The results of the successful completion of the 
National Dental Hygiene Board examination; 

4. The results of the successful completion of the North 
East Regional Board examination, except as provided in 
(d) and (e) below; 

5. The results of the successful completion of the New 
Jersey Jurisprudence examination taken within one year of 
the date of application; 

6. A certification by the board of dentistry in every 
state or jurisdiction in which the applicant holds a license 
to practice dental hygiene verifying that the applicant's 
license in that state or jurisdiction is in good standing; 

7. Results from a criminal history background check 
conducted by the State of New Jersey pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
45:1-28 et seq.; and 

8. The application fee as set forth in N.J.A.C. 13:30-
8.1. 

( c) As part of its review of applicants for licensure as 
registered dental hygienists, the Board shall consider and 
evaluate any prior record of disciplinary action or pending 
disciplinary action against the applicant or investigation of 
the applicant in any other state or jurisdiction and the 
applicant's complete professional employment history. 

(d) Upon a written request from an applicant, the Board 
may grant a waiver of North East Regional Board 
performance testing. The candidate requesting such a waiver 
shall submit, at a minimum, the following: 

13:30-lA.2 

1. A certification by the board of dentistry in every 
state or jurisdiction in which the applicant holds a license 
to practice dental hygiene verifying that the applicant's 
license in that state or jurisdiction is in good standing; 

2. A certified transcript from the secretary or dean from 
an institution with an educational program in dental 
hygiene approved by the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation verifying that the applicant completed the 
educational program in dental hygiene; and 

3. Test results of any state or regional clinical 
examination other than the North East Regional Board 
examination. 

(e) The Board shall recognize successful completion of the 
North East Regional Board examination for up to five years. 
After five years, the Board shall review each request for 
recognition of the North East Regional Board examination on 
a case by case basis and may recognize successful completion 
of the examination provided the candidate submits, at a 
minimum, a certification by the board of dentistry in every 
state or jurisdiction in which the applicant holds a license to 
practice dental hygiene verifying that the applicant's license 
in that state or jurisdiction is in good standing. 

(t) Notwithstanding the provisions of (b) above, an 
applicant for licensure as a dental hygienist who graduates 
from an educational program in dental hygiene approved by 
the Commission on Dental Accreditation two or more years 
prior to the date of application and who has not practiced 
dental hygiene during such time shall demonstrate that he or 
she has maintained proficiency in dental hygiene. 

Amended by R.2005 d.309, effective September 19, 2005. 
See: 37 N.J.R. 1149(a), 37 N.J.R. 3709(a). 

Rewrote (b), (d), (e), and (t). 

13:30-lA.2 Scope of practice of licensed dental hygienist 

(a) For purposes of this subchapter, the following words 
and terms shall have the following meanings, unless the 
context clearly indicates otherwise: 

"Direct supervision" means that a licensed dentist is 
physically present in the office at all times during the 
performance of any act and that such acts are performed 
pursuant to the licensed dentist's order, control and full 
professional responsibility. 

"Institution" means any nursing home, veterans home, 
hospital or prison, or any State or county facility providing 
inpatient care, supervision and treatment for the mentally 
disabled. 

"Supervision" means that a licensed dentist shall provide a 
written order and shall maintain control and full professional 
responsibility for the performance of any act, whether or not 
the licensed dentist is physically present. 

(b) A licensed dental hygienist practicing under the direct 
supervision of a licensed dentist may: 
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1. Perform a complete prophylaxis including the 
removal of all hard and soft deposits from all surfaces of 
human natural and restored teeth to the epithelial 
attachments and the polishing of natural and restored teeth; 

2. Perform root planing; 

3. Etch teeth in preparation for bonding, sealants and 
desensitizing agents; 

4. Provide prophylactic and preventive measures such 
as the application of fluorides and pit and fissure sealants 
and other recognized topical agents for the prevention of 
oral disease or discomfort; 

5. Place caries detecting agents; 

6. Use instruments for caries detection. Such 
instruments shall not include lasers that are capable of 
altering, cutting, burning or damaging hard or soft tissue; 

7. Place intrasulcular therapeutic medications approved 
by the Food and Drug Administration, as directed by a 
dentist; 

8. Examine soft and hard tissue of the head, neck and 
oral cavity and note deformities, defects and abnormalities 
therein; 

9. Fabricate mouth guard appliances; 

10. Isolate the operative field, including the placement 
and removal of rubber dams; 

11. Place and remove matrices and wedges; 

12. Place temporary restorations; 

13. Perform hand removal of soft temporary 
restorations; 

14. Remove excess cement from crowns or other 
restorations and orthodontic appliances; 

15. Remove sutures; 

16. Fabricate and cement temporary crowns and bridges 
after preparation of tooth (teeth) by a dentist. This shall not 
include intra-oral occlusal adjustment; 

17. Perform hand removal of crowns and bridges that 
have been temporarily cemented; 

18. Take alginate impressions; 

19. Place amalgam, composite or gold foil in a tooth for 
condensation by the dentist; 

20. Place and remove retraction cords and medicated 
pellets; 

21. Perform bite registration procedures; 

22. Place and remove periodontal dressings and other 
surgical dressings; 
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23. Trial size (pre-select) orthodontic bands, wires, 
stainless steel crowns and temporary crowns intra-orally or 
on diagnostic models; 

24. Place and remove arch wires and ligature wires; 

25. Make radiographic exposures as permitted by the 
Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 26:2D-24 et seq.; 

26. Provide oral health education including dietary 
analysis and clinical instruction in order to promote dental 
health; 

27. Apply topical anesthetic agents; 

28. Take and record vital signs; 

29. Retract patient's cheek, tongue or other tissue parts 
during a dental procedure; 

30. Remove such debris as is normally created in the 
course of treatment during or after dental procedures by 
vacuum devices, compressed air, mouthwashes and water; 

31. Hold a curing light for any dental procedure. Such 
curing light shall not include a laser capable of altering, 
cutting, burning or damaging hard or soft tissue; 

32. Take dental photographs including the use of intra-
oral cameras; 

33. Select shades of prosthetic appliances; 

34. Demonstrate home-use bleaching systems; 

35. Apply hot or cold packs pursuant to the direction of 
a licensed dentist; and 

36. Assist a licensed dentist in the administration of 
nitrous oxide, provided the licensed dentist is physically 
present in the operatory at all times during the procedure. 

( c) In addition to the activities set forth in (b) above, a 
licensed dental hygienist practicing under the direct 
supervision of a licensed dentist pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:30-
8.20 may monitor a patient to whom the supervising dentist 
has administered nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation analgesia, 
provided that: 

1. The licensed dental hygienist has successfully 
completed a Board-approved course offered in a CODA 
(Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American 
Dental Association) approved college or university clinical 
setting or hospital setting which emphasizes the 
administration of nitrous oxide simultaneous with the 
administration of oxygen and safe and effective patient 
monitoring; 

i. The course shall be submitted to the Board for 
review and approval of course outline, content and 
objectives, curriculum vitae of instructors and whether 
the training is visual, hands-on or lecture; 
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ii. The nitrous oxide/oxygen administration course 
shall be at least 14 hours in length, which shall include at 
least seven hours of didactic training and seven hours of 
clinical training; and 

iii. The clinical training shall include, at a minimum, 
10 monitored administrations of nitrous oxide/oxygen 
inhalation analgesia; 

2. The licensed dental hygienist holds a current certifi-
cation in Basic or Advanced Cardiac Life Support by the 
American Heart Association, the American Red Cross or 
an equivalent association approved by the Board; 

3. The licensed dental hygienist completes a three-hour 
didactic or clinical course in nitrous oxide/oxygen inhala-
tion analgesia in every other registration renewal period. 
Completion of the recertification course shall be in addition 
to the continuing education requirements set forth at 
N.J.A.C. 13:30-5.2; 

4. The licensed dental hygienist monitors the patient 
and maintains the therapeutic level of nitrous oxide/oxygen 
inhalation analgesia as established by the dentist; and 

5. Upon any untoward reaction of the patient, the 
licensed dental hygienist immediately turns off the nitrous 
oxide/oxygen inhalation analgesia and summons the den-
tist. 

(d) The monitoring of nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation an-
algesia by a registered dental hygienist without first having 
met the minimum standards of training and procedures as 
contained in this section shall constitute a deviation from 
normal standards of practice required of a licensee. 

( e) A licensed dental hygienist practicing within an insti-
tution subject to the supervision of a New Jersey licensed 
dentist in the institution may: 

1. Perform a complete prophylaxis including the re-
moval of all hard and soft deposits from all surfaces of 
human natural and restored teeth to the epithelial attach-
ments and the polishing of natural and restored teeth; 

2. Perform root planning; 

3. Provide prophylactic and preventive measures such 
as the application of fluorides and pit and fissure sealants 
and other recognized topical agents for the prevention of 
oral disease or discomfort. 

4. Examine soft and hard tissue of the head, neck and 
oral cavity and note deformities, defects and abnormalities 
therein; 

5. Make radiographic exposures as permitted by the 
Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 26:2D-24 et seq.; 

6. Provide oral health education including dietary 
analysis and clinical instruction in order to promote dental 
health; 

13:30-2.1 

7. Take and record vital signs; and 

8. Take dental photographs including the use of intra-
oral cameras. 

(f) Each licensed dentist may utilize no more than three 
licensed dental hygienists at one time in a dental office. 

(g) A licensed dental hygienist who engages in the activi-
ties outlined in (b) and ( c) above without direct supervision 
shall be deemed to be engaging in the unauthorized practice 
of dental hygiene and shall be subject to the penalties set 
forth in N .J .S.A. 45:6-58 and 45: 1-25. 

(h) A licensed dentist who permits a licensed dental hy-
gienist to engage in the activities outlined in (b) and ( c) above 
without direct supervision shall be subject to the penalties set 
forth in N.J.S.A. 45:1-25. 

(i) A licensed dental hygienist may provide a written work 
authorization for emergency repair of a dental prosthesis 
provided that the prosthesis shall not require any intra-oral 
procedure and shall be thereafter inserted by a licensed 
dentist. 

Amended by R.2003 d.414, effective October 20, 2003. 
See: 34 N.J.R. 3426(a), 35 N.J.R. 4902(a). 

Added new (c) and (d); recodified existing (c) through (g) as (c) 
through (i); in new (g) and (h), inserted "·and (c)" following ··in (b)". and 
added "N.J.S.A. 45:1-25" in (g). 
Amended by R.2005 d.309, effective September 19, 2005. 
See: 37 N.J.R. l 149(a), 37 N.J.R. 3709(a). 

Rewrote (b ). 

13:30-lA.3 (Reserved) 
Repealed by R.2005 d.309, effective September 19, 2005. 
See: 37 N.J.R. 1149(a), 37 N.J.R. 3709(a). 

Section was "Inactive licensure". 

13:30-IA.4 (Reserved) 
Repealed by R.2005 d.309, effective September 19, 2005. 
See: 37 N.J.R. 1149(a), 37 N.J.R. 3709(a). 

Section was "Resumption of active practice by inactive dental hy-
gienist". 

SUBCHAPTER 2. DENT AL ASSIST ANTS 

13:30-2.1 Definitions 

For purposes of this subchapter, the following words and 
terms, shall have the following meanings, unless the context 
clearly indicates otherwise: 

"Direct supervision" means that a licensed dentist is phys-
ically present in the office at all times during the performance 
of any act and that such acts are performed pursuant to the 
licensed dentist's order, control and full professional respon-
sibility. 

"Institution" means any nursing home, veterans home, 
hospital or prison, or any State or county facility providing 
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inpatient care, supervision and treatment for the mentally 
disabled. 

"Supervision" means that a licensed dentist shall provide a 
written order and shall maintain control and full professional 
responsibility for the performance of any act, whether or not 
the licensed dentist is physically present. 

13:30-2.2 Application for registration as dental assistant 

(a) An applicant desiring to secure registration as a dental 
assistant shall have: 

1. Satisfactorily completed and graduated, within the 
past 10 years, from an educational program for dental 
assistants approved by the Board and the Commission on 
Dental Accreditation and shall have taken the Registered 
Dental Assistant Certification Examination administered 
by the Dental Assisting National Board (DANB) within 10 
years prior to the date of application; or 

2. Successfully completed high school (or its equiv-
alent) and shall have: 

i. Obtained at least two years work experience as a 
dental assistant during the five-year period prior to mak-
ing application for registration, passed the Registered 
Dental Assistant Certification Examination administered 
by DANB within 10 years prior to the date of applica-
tion, successfully completed a Board-approved program 
in expanded functions, and passed the New Jersey Ex-
panded Functions Examination administered by DANB; 
or 

ii. Obtained at least two years work experience as a 
dental assistant during the five-year period prior to 
making application for registration, passed the Regis-
tered Dental Assistant Certification Examination admin-
istered by DANB within 10 years prior to application, 
and passed the New Jersey Expanded Functions Exam-
ination administered by DANB. 

(b) An applicant for registration as a dental assistant shall 
submit a completed application to the Board which contains 
the following information and materials: 

1. A certification by the board of dentistry in every 
state or jurisdiction in which the applicant is a registered 
dental assistant verifying that the applicant's registration in 
that state or jurisdiction is in good standing; 

2. Proof of the following, if applicable pursuant to (a) 
above: 

i. A certificate of graduation from an approved 
educational program in dental assisting in which the 
expanded functions or duties listed in N.J.A.C. 13:30-2.4 
are taught; 
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ii. A certificate of successful completion of an ex-
amination for clinical competency in expanded functions 
in dental assisting administered by DANB; 

iii. A certificate of successful completion of an ap-
proved program in expanded functions in dental assist-
ing. The Board shall recognize the following as pro-
viders of approved programs in expanded functions: 

(1) An institution approved by the Commission 
on Dental Accreditation; 

(2) Institutions of higher education which have 
met the standards of the Commission on Higher 
Education or a regional agency recognized by the 
Council on Post-Secondary Accreditation; or 

(3) In-service training programs conducted at the 
graduate level by agencies of the Federal, State, or 
local government, which are substantially similar to 
programs described in (b)2iii(l) and (2) above; and 

iv. A certificate of successful completion of the 
Registered Dental Assistant Certification Examination 
administered by DANB; 

3. Results from a criminal history background check 
conducted by the State of New Jersey pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
45:1-28 et seq.; and 

4. The application fee set forth in N.J.A.C. 13:30-8.1. 
Amended by R.2005 d.309, effective September 19, 2005. 
See: 37 N.J.R. l 149(a), 37 N.J.R. 3709(a). 

Rewrote (a), in (b), deleted former iv and recodified former v as iv, 
rewrote 3. 

13:30-2.3 Application for registration as limited 
registered dental assistant in orthodontics 

(a) An applicant desiring to secure registration as a limited 
registered dental assistant in orthodontics shall have: 

1. Successfully completed high school ( or its equiva-
lent) and shall have obtained at least two years work ex-
perience as a dental assistant in orthodontics during the 
five-year period prior to making application for Regis-
tration, passed the New Jersey Orthodontics Certification 
Examination administered by the Dental Assisting National 
Board (DANB) within 10 years prior to the date of applica-
tion, successfully completed a Board-approved program in 
expanded functions in orthodontics, and passed the New 
Jersey Expanded Functions in Orthodontics Examination 
administered by DANB. 

(b) An applicant for registration as a limited registered 
dental assistant in orthodontics shall submit a completed ap-
plication to the Board which contains the following informa-
tion and materials: 

1. A certification by the board of dentistry in every 
state or jurisdiction in which the applicant is a registered 

Supp. 4-7-08 30-8 


