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Promise Kept: Governor Sherrill Takes Bold Action with
Executive Orders Declaring State of Emergency on Utility Costs

Posted on 01/20/2026

Sherrill Takes Immediate Action to Lower Electric Bills with Two Executive Orders »
First Executive Order will Freeze Rate Hikes and Provide Relief to Consumers
Second Executive Order Uses Emergency Authority to Expand Power Generation to Lower Bills X

NEWARK - Today, during her inaugural speech, Governor Mikie Sherrill signed two executive orders delivering on her promise to declare a S ﬂ
of Emergency on Utility Costs on Day One. Executive Order No.1 delivers immediate ratepayer relief and freezes rate hikes for New Jersey
families. Executive Order No. 2 takes action to massively expand in-state power generation — including solar and battery storage in the shoi
term, and nuclear power in the long-term, to lower electric bills.

“I promised the people of New Jersey bold action to lower utility costs and, today, I'm delivering. Trenton will no longer accept the status quo
and kick the can down the road while New Jersey families pay higher bills — not on my watch. These executive orders will deliver relief to
consumers and stop rate hikes, so New Jerseyans aren't facing ever increasing electric bills. This will also create the conditions to massively
expand New Jersey’s power generation, because more power in-state will help lower costs. | heard the people of New Jersey loud and clear -
these rate hikes are unacceptable — and as your governor, | will not stop fighting to lower costs and make New Jersey a more affordable place
to live, work, and raise a family,” said Governor Mikie Sherrill.

Each executive order is summarized below, with full text linked:
Executive Order No. 1

This executive order uses state authority to offset upcoming rate increases due to the regional grid operator PJM’s mismanagement and hold
utilities accountable for keeping rates from continuing to climb at an unsustainable rate.

e Uses existing funds to offset electricity bill increases coming in June.
» Empowers the Board of Public Utilities (BPU) to pause or modify utility actions that could further increase bills.
e Directs BPU to review utility business models to ensure alignment with delivering cost reductions to ratepayers.

Executive Order No. 2

This executive order declares a State of Emergency under the Disaster Control Act and creates and expands multiple, expedited state programs
to develop massive amounts of new power generation in New Jersey, because more power means lower costs — and we must move quickly as
the federal government cuts support for energy production. It also tackles permitting challenges at the state level and interconnection delays at
the utility level that hold up projects and drive-up costs.

e |nitiates and accelerates programs to bring on thousands of megawatts of new solar and battery storage generation.

e Directs state agencies to identify permit reforms to more rapidly deploy new energy projects.

e Directs BPU to take action on artificial intelligence “ghost loads” by requiring electric utilities to report on energy requests from data
centers.

» Establishes a Nuclear Power Task Force to position the state to lead on building new nuclear power generation.
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