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1. The firm or corporation does not engage in con-
struction other than for its own use and occupancy; and

2. The proposed IDP program of the firm or corpora-
tion has been examined and approved by the New Jersey
State Board of Architects prior to such time as the IDP
training program can commence in that firm or corpora-
tion.

13:27-4.7 Training requirements subsequent to January 1,
1998

(a) Effective January 1, 1998, the Intern Development
Program (IDP) training criteria and value units as adminis-
tered by the National Council of Architectural Boards shall
be mandatory for all applicants for registration.

(b) Applications for registration submitted after January
1, 1998 shall present evidence of successful completion of
the Intern Development Program (IDP) administered by the
National Council of Architectural Registration Boards. The
IDP training shall be at least three years in duration and
shall include at least one year of training in the office of a
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registered architect in private practice as defined in N.J.A.C.
13:27-3.1.

13:27-4.8 Architect Registration Examination; subjects
covered

(a) The subjects covered in the written examination are
based on the examinations recommended by the National
Council of Architectural Registration Boards and reviewed
and approved by the Board as follows:

Division A Pre-Design

Division B Site Design

Division C  Building Design

Division D  Structural: General

Division E  Structural: Lateral Forces

Division F  Structural: Long Span

Division G Mechanical, Plumbing, Electrical and Life Safe-
ty Systems

Division H Materials and Methods

Division I  Construction Documents and Services

(b) Each division successfully passed will be credited to
the record of the candidate and may be carried over without
limitation.

Supp. 8-17-98



NEW JERSEY STATE BOARD OF ARCHITECTS

13:27-5.1

13:27-4.9 Eligibility of licensed professional engineer for
licensure as an architect by limited examination

A professional engineer licensed in the State of New
Jersey in good standing, holding an accredited degree in
engineering, and without restriction of complaint or charge
of illegal practice of architecture shall be eligible for licen-
sure upon successful completion of the following sections of
the Architect Registration Examination (ARE): Division A
(Pre-Design); Division B (Site Design—Written and
Graphic); and Division C (Building Design).

Administrative Correction.
See: 27 N.J.R. 2009(a).

13:27-4.10 Registration by reciprocity

(a) Any person registered or licensed to practice architec-
ture in another jurisdiction of the United States or one of its
territories or possessions may be granted registration provid-
ed that:

1. The applicant is 18 or more years of age and of
good moral character, as established by references from
individuals, schools, and other records acceptable to the
Board;

2. The applicant is not charged by the New Jersey
State Board of Architects or any other jurisdiction with a
violation of any law or regulation relating to the practice
of architecture or any violation which would indicate a
lack of good moral character as required by statute or
regulation; or, having been found guilty of a violation,
has not satisfied the penalty imposed;

3. The education, training and examination require-
ments in such other jurisdiction are substantially equal to
those required in this State, under current law; and

4. The applicant has provided satisfactory evidence of
competency as the Board, in its discretion, may require,
including, but not limited to:

i. [Exhibits of three architectural projects illustrated
in construction documents and photographs;

ii. Oral examination by the Board; and/or

iii. Satisfactory completion of such portion(s) of the
Architect Registration Examination (ARE) as the
Board may deem necessary.

(b) In cases where the applicant has been granted regis-
tration in another United States jurisdiction. on the basis of
less experience than the three years required for registration
in this State, the Board in its discretion may accept, in lieu
of the deficiency, periods of experience in the “practice of
architecture,” as defined in N.J.A.C. 13:27-3.1, gained sub-
sequent to registration as an architect in that jurisdiction.

(c) In cases where the applicant has been granted regis-
tration in another United States jurisdiction on the basis of
education or examination qualifications that are not equal to
the requirements of this State, the Board may grant registra-
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tion upon presentation by the applicant of evidence satisfac-
tory to the Board of at least five years of responsible
“practice of architecture,” as defined under N.J.A.C.
13:27-3.1, while holding a valid license as an architect.

13:27-4.11 Fees
(a) The following fees shall be charged by the Board:

1. Application Fee $ 50.00
2. Initial License Fee
i. If paid during the first year of a bienni-
al renewal period 160.00
ii. if paid during the second year of a
biennial renewal period 80.00
3. Biennial Renewal Fee 160.00
4. Reciprocity Application Fee
" (plus initial license fee) 75.00
5. Replacement or Duplicate Seal Press 40.00
6. Duplicate wall certificate 25.00
7. Late Fee 50.00
8. Verification of Licensure 30.00
9. Reinstatement Fee 100.00
10. Roster 15.00

(b) The “Roster of Architects” shall be issued without
charge to State, county and municipal government agencies
and to all architects and landscape architects listed therein.

(c) Certificate of Authorization fees shall be as follows:

1. Application fee $100.00
2. Initial registration
i. If paid in the first year of a biennial
renewal period 500.00
ii. If paid in the second year of a biennial
renewal period 250.00
3. Biennial Renewal 500.00

Administrative Correction.
See: 27 N.LR. 2009(a).

SUBCHAPTER 5. RULES OF PROFESSIONAL
CONDUCT

13:27-5.1 Competence

(a) An architect shall at all times recognize the primary
obligation to protect the health, safety and welfare of the
public in the performance of professional duties, shall act
with reasonable care and competence, and shall apply the
technical knowledge and skill which are ordinarily applied
by architects of good standing, practicing in the same locali-

ty.

(b) An architect shall take into account all of the applica-
ble Federal, state, county and municipal laws, regulations
and ordinances including, but not limited to, New Jersey
Uniform Construction Code Regulations (N.J.A.C. 5:23);
zoning ordinances; master plans and site plan regulations.

5-15-95



13:27-5.1

DEPT. OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY

While an architect may rely on the advice of other profes-
sionals (for example: attorneys, other architects, engineers,
landscape architects and other qualified persons) as to the
intent and meaning of such statutes and regulations, once
having obtained such advice, an architect shall not knowing-
ly proceed in violation of such statutes and regulations.

(c) An architect shall undertake to perform professional
services only when he or she, together with those whom the
architect may engage as consultants, are qualified by edu-
cation, training, and experience in the specific scope of
contractual obligations and technical areas involved.

(d) No person shall practice architecture if such person is
incapable, for medical or any other good cause, of discharg-
ing the functions of a licensee in a manner consistent with
the public health, safety and welfare.

13:27-5.2 Duty to report and cooperate

(a) If, in the course of his or her work on a project, an
architect becomes aware of a decision taken by his or her
employer or client, against the architect’s advice, which
violates applicable Federal, state, county or municipal build-
ing laws and regulations and which would, in the architect’s
exercise of reasonable judgment, materially and adversely
affect the health, safety and welfare of the public, the
architect shall:

1. Report the decision to the local municipal construc-
tion official charged with the enforcement of the applica-
ble Federal, state, county or municipal building laws and
regulations, and to the Department of Community Af-
fairs, Director, Division of Codes and Standards, CN 802,
Trenton, N.J. 08625;

2. Refuse to consent to the decision; and

3. In circumstances where the architect reasonably
believes that other such decisions will be taken notwith-
standing his or her objection, terminate his or her services
with reference to the project.

(b) An architect who knows that another architect has
violated these rules or any act administered by the Board
shall report the violation to the Board when the architect
reasonably believes that the violation constitutes a threat to
the public health, safety and welfare.

(c) An architect shall not deliberately make a false state-
ment or fail deliberately to disclose a material fact request-
ed in connection with his or her application for registration
or renewal, or any other official request for information
made by the Board.

(d) An architect shall not assist the application. for regis-

tration of a person known by the architect to be unqualified
in respect to education, training, experience, or character.
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(e) An architect shall not impede the application of a
registrant for licensure by failure to cooperate with the
Board in its request for information.

13:27-5.3 Conflict of interest

(a) An architect shall provide professional services to the
client competently and independently through contractual
arrangements with the client which safeguard the exercise of
unprejudiced judgment of the architect.

(b) An architect shall not accept compensation for his or
her services from more than one party on a project unless
the circumstances are fully disclosed and agreed to in
writing by all interested parties.

(c) An architect shall not solicit or accept compensation,
goods or services from material or equipment manufacturers
or suppliers in return for specifying or endorsing their
products. '

(d) When acting as the interpreter of construction con-
tract documents and the judge of construction contract
performance, an architect shall render decisions impartially,
favoring neither party to the contract.

13:27-5.4 Full disclosure

(a) An architect making public statements on architectur-
al questions shall disclose when he or she is being compen-
sated for making such statements.

(b) An architect shall accurately disclose to a prospective
or existing client or employer his or her qualifications and
the scope of his or her responsibility in connection with
work for which he or she is claiming credit.

13:27-5.5 Professional practice and procedures

(a) Each office maintained for the purpose of providing
architectural services or other professional work shall have
an architect in responsible charge, as defined in N.J.S.A.
45:3-1.1().

1. A licensee engaged in any of the following acts or
practices shall be deemed not to be in responsible charge:

i. The regular and continuous absence from princi-
pal office premises from which professional services are
rendered, except for performance of field work or
presence in a field office maintained exclusively for a
specific project;

ii. The failure to personally inspect or review the
work of subordinates where necessary and appropriate;

iii. The rendering of a limited, cursory or perfuncto-
ry review of plans for a building or structure in lieu of
an appropriate detailed review; and/or
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13:27-6.4

iv. The failure to be personally available on a rea-
sonable basis or with adequate advance notice for
consultation and inspection where circumstances re-
quire personal availability.

(b) Except as set forth in N.J.A.C. 13:27-3.3(c), an archi-
tect shall not sign or seal drawings, construction documents,
reports or other professional work for which he or she does
not have direct professional knowledge and direct superviso-
ry control; provided, however, that in the case of the
portions of such professional work prepared by the archi-
tect’s consultants, registered under this or another profes-
sional registration law of this jurisdiction, the architect may
sign or seal that portion of the professional work if the
architect has reviewed such portion, has coordinated its
preparation, and intends to be responsible for its adequacy.

(c) An architect shall not aid nor abet an unlicensed
individual or entity in the practice of architecture by permit-
ting his or her name, seal, and/or signature to be used in
connection with an individual, firm or corporation not au-
thorized by law to practice architecture.

(d) An architect shall neither offer nor make any gifts
with the intent of influencing the judgment of an existing or
prospective client in connection with a project in which the
architect is interested.

SUBCHAPTER 6. CERTIFICATES; SEALS; TITLE
BLOCKS

13:27-6.1 Issuance of Certificates

Upon approval by the Board and payment of all fees, an
architect shall be issued a certificate and seal press as proof
of licensure and authorization to practice.

13:27-6.2 Renewals of license and Certificate of
Authorization

(a) A licensee shall renew his or her license and/or a
Certificate of Authorization on or prior to its expiration
date as indicated on the biennial renewal notice.

(b) If the renewal application is submitted within 30 days
after the expiration date, the licensee shall pay, in addition
to the biennial renewal fee, the late fee set forth in N.J.A.C.
13:27-4.11.

(c) Failure to renew a license or Certificate of Authoriza-
tion within 30 days of the expiration date of a biennial
period will require payment of reinstatement fees and bien-
nial renewal fees as set forth in N.J.A.C. 13:27-4.11.
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13:27-6.3 Reinstatement of Certificates

(a) An architect whose license has expired and who seeks
reinstatement shall provide the following to the Board prior
to being considered for reinstatement of licensure:

1. Payment of the renewal fee for the current biennial
period and the appropriate renewal fees for all biennial
periods since the date the license expired;

2. Payment of the reinstatement fee set forth in
N.J.A.C. 13:27-4.11; and

3. A notarized affidavit delineating the professional
activities in which he or she has engaged since his or her
license expired including a listing of all projects for which
architectural services were performed.

(b) An applicant for reinstatement found to have prac-
ticed architecture in the State of New Jersey since the date
the license expired shall be required to pay, in addition to
the fees set forth above, a penalty for unlicensed practice as
determined by the Board.

(c) A licensee may be denied reinstatement in the event
that charges relating to the unlawful or improper practice of
architecture are pending against the architect in any state or
jurisdiction.

(d) The applicant for reinstatement shall be required to
produce satisfactory evidence of competency such as the
Board, in its discretion, may require.

1. Such evidence may consist of, but not be limited to,
exhibits of three architectural projects illustrated by con-
struction documents and photographs and may include
oral examination.

2. The Board may require the applicant to demon-
strate evidence of efforts to maintain and advance his or
her knowledge of the art and science of architecture
during the period of non-licensure.

13:27-6.4 Seals

(a) A registrant shall seal architectural documents only
with seal presses purchased or exchanged through the
Board.

(b) Rubber stamps shall not be used for the purpose of
sealing documents.

(c) Upon the death of a registrant or upon forfeiture of a
certificate, the seal shall be returned to the Board.

(d) The family of a deceased architect may petition the
Board to retain an architect’s seal press as a memento. The
family shall be responsible for the safekeeping of the seal to
prevent its use in the illegal practice of architecture.

(e) Failure to return a seal rendered invalid by non-
payment of renewal fees shall subject the individual to such
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DEPT. OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY

penalties as provided by law and may be grounds for refusal
of the Board to reinstate a license.

13:27-6.5 Signing and sealing documents

(a) The architect in responsible charge shall sign, date
and seal all original tracings of construction drawings and
the title page of the specifications prepared by the architect
or under his or her supervision on the original tracing. In
lieu of affixing the personal signature only to the original
tracing, the architect may sign, date and seal each copy of
each drawing prior to submission to the client or filing with
a public agency.

(b) All certifications that amend, clarify, or modify con-
struction documents prepared by the architect in responsible
charge shall be signed and sealed prior to forwarding to a
public agency.

13:27-6.6 Title block on drawings; general requirements;
form; removal

(a) A title block shall appear on all drawings and site
plans. Title block information is not required on render-
ings. Similar information shall appear on the title page of
all specifications which are prepared, signed and sealed by
the architect in responsible charge.

(b) The title block shall be in such form as set forth in
N.JA.C. 13:27-6.7. .

(c) The title block shall be distinct and separate from any
other title block, box, plaque or any similar device of
illustration or lettering included on the drawings or on the
_ title page of the specifications.

(d) The titie block shall be affixed on each drawing in
such a manner as to reproduce clearly on all prints and
reproductions thereof.

(e) No person shall remove a title block from any print,
reproduction, or electronic media.

(f) A non-licensed person’s name, other than the name of
the owner or lessee of the building, shall not appear within
the title block.

13:27-6.7 Title block contents; requirements by form of
architectural practice

(a) When the architect practices as an individual or sole
proprietor the title block shall contain:

1. The full name of the architect;
2. The title “architect”;
3. The address of the architect;

4. A space for the name of the client and the location
of the project; and

Supp. 8-17-98

5. The name, license number, and space for the hand-
written signature of the architect in responsible charge,
and the date when signed.

(b) When two or more licensed architects practice archi-
tecture as a firm, partnership, or limited liability partner-
ship, the title block shall contain:

1. The firm name, followed by the words “Limited
Liability Partnership” or the abbreviation “L.L.P.” or
“LLP,” if this designation is applicable;

2. The title “architects”;
3. The address of the firm or partnership;

4. A space for the name of the client and the location
of the project; and

5. The name, license number, and space for the hand-
written signature of the architect in responsible charge,
and the date when signed.

(c) When professionals practice architecture as a profes-
sional service corporation organized under N.J.S.A.
14A:17-1 et seq., the title block shall contain:

1. The professional service corporation name;

2. The title “architects,” and titles of any other closely
allied professionals; '

3. The address of the professional service corporation;

4. A space for the name of the client and the location
of the project; and

5. The name, license number, and space for the hand-
written signature of the architect in responsible charge,
and the date when signed.

(d) Title block contents for a general business corpora-
tion or limited liability company authorized to practice
architecture under a Certificate of Authorization issued
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:3-18 shall contain:

1. The name of the general business corporation or
limited liability company, followed by the words “Limited
Liability Company” or the abbreviation “L.L.C.” or
“LLC,” if this designation is applicable, and Certificate of
Authorization number and expiration date;

2. The title “architects” or titles of any other “closely
allied professionals”;

3. The address of the general business corporation or
limited liability company;

4. The name and location of the project; and

5. The full name, license number, and space for the
handwritten signature of the architect in responsible
charge, and the date when signed.
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13:27-7.4

(e) When an architect is a subcontractor on an engineer-
ing project pursuant to the Building Design Services Act
(N.J.S.A. 45:4B-8), the architect shall include a secondary
title block with all the information required in (a), (b), (c)
or (d) above. Reference to the name and location of the
project need not be repeated in the secondary title block.

(f) An architect practicing as an employee of a business
entity which does not offer architectural services to the
public shall use a title block which contains the name of the
entity as the “owner” and all other elements required by this
section.

(g) The title block may contain the initials of the draft-
sperson or checker, and dates, drawing numbers, revision
numbers and such similar incidental items as are customarily
used in the architects’ offices.

Amended by R.1998 d.417, effective August 17, 1998.
See: 30 N.J.R. 1511(a), 30 N.J.R. 3061(a).

In (b) and (d), inserted references to limited liability partnerships
and limited liability companies.

13:27-6.8 Submission of title block form for approval

Any architect may submit a proposed form of title block
to the State Board of Architects for approval.

SUBCHAPTER 7. PERMISSIBLE DIVISION OF
RESPONSIBILITY IN SUBMISSION OF SITE
PLANS AND MAJOR SUBDIVISION PLATS

13:27-7.1 General provisions

(a) All words, terms, and phrases used in this subchapter
shall be as defined in the Municipal Land Use Act, N.J.S.A.
40:55D-1 et seq.

(b) Preparation and submission of the various elements
of a preliminary or final site plan or major subdivision plat
shall be within the professional scope of the various profes-
sions as listed in this subchapter.

13:27-7.2 Depiction of existing conditions on a site plan

(a) Showing existing conditions and exact location of
physical features including metes and bounds, drainage,
waterways, specific utility locations, and easements: By a
land surveyor.

1. Survey information may be transferred to the site
plan if duly noted as to the date of the survey, by whom,
and for whom. A signed and sealed copy of the survey
shall be submitted to the reviewing governmental body
with the site plan submission.

(b) Vegetation, general flood plain determination, or
general location of utilities, buildings, or structures: By an
architect, planner, engineer, land surveyor, certified land-
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scape architect, or other person acceptable to the reviewing
governmental body.

13:27-7.3 Preparation of site plan

(a) The location of proposed buildings and their relation-
ship to the site and the immediate environs: By an architect
or engineer.

(b) The locations of drives; parking layout; pedestrian
circulation; and means of ingress and egress: By an archi-
tect, planner, engineer, or certified landscape architect.

(c) Drainage facilities for site plans of 10 acres or more;
or involving stormwater detention facilities; or traversed by
a water course: By an engineer only.

(d) Other drainage facilities: By an architect or engineer.

(e) Utility connections and on tract extensions: By an
engineer or architect.

(f) Off tract utility extensions: By an engineer only.

(g) On site sanitary sewage disposal or flow equalization
facilities: By an engineer only.

(h) Preliminary floor plans and elevation views of build-
ings illustrating the architectural design of a project: By an
architect, except when the building is part of an engineering
or industrial project, floor plans and elevation views may be
by an engineer.

(i) Landscaping, signs, lighting, screening or other infor-
mation not specified above: By an architect, planner, engi-
neer, certified landscape architect, or other person accept-
able to the reviewing governmental body.

(j) The general layout of a conceptual site plan for a
multiple building project, showing the development ele-
ments including their relationship to the site and immediate
environs: By an architect, planner, engineer, or certified
landscape architect.

13:27-7.4 Preparation of a major subdivision plan

(a) The general location of facilities, site improvements,
and lot layouts: By an architect, engineer, land surveyor,
planner, or certified landscape architect.

(b) The design and construction details of all public
improvements including street pavements, curbs, sidewalks,
sanitary sewage, storm drainage facilities: By an engineer
only.

(c) Final subdivision map with metes and bounds: By a
land surveyor only.
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DEPT. OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY

13:27-7.5 Effect of local ordinances

(a) Informal site plans not required by local ordinances
are excluded from this rule.

(b) No municipal or county ordinance, policy or action
purporting to define the scope of professional activity of
architects, engineers, land surveyors, planners, or certified
landscape architects in the preparation of site plans or
major subdivisions shall reduce or expand the scope of
professional practice recognized by the Boards.

SUBCHAPTER 8. CERTIFIED LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTS

13:27-8.1 Definitions

The following words and terms, when used in this sub-
chapter, shall have the following meanings unless the con-
text clearly indicates otherwise.

“Board” means the New Jersey State Board of Architects.

“Certified landscape architect” means an individual who,
by reason of his or her knowledge of natural, physical, and
mathematical sciences, and the principles and methodology
of iandscape architecture and landscape architecture design
acquired by professional education, practical experience, or
both, is qualified to engage in the practice of landscape
architecture and is certified by the Board as a landscape
architect.

“Committee” means the Landscape Architect Examina-
tion and Evaluation Committee of the New Jersey State
Board of Architects.

“Practice of landscape architecture” means any service in
which the principles and methodology of landscape architec-
ture are applied in consultation, evaluation and planning,
including the preparation and filing of sketches, drawings,
plans and specifications, and responsible administration of
contracts relative to projects principally directed at the
functional and aesthetic use of land. Nothing contained in
this section shall be construed to restrict or otherwise affect
the right of any person or corporation to engage in the
practice of landscape architecture, but no person shall hold
himself or herself out as, or use the title “landscape archi-
tect” or other similar nomenclature as provided by N.J.A.C.
13:27-8.20, unless he or she has been certified by the Board
as a landscape architect.

13:27-8.2 Office of the Committee

The office of the Committee shall be that which is
maintained by the Board pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:27-2.2,
Administration, under the supervision of the person selected
to serve as executive director.
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13:27-8.3 Committee organization

(a) The Committee shall, at an annual meeting to be held
in July of each year, elect from its membership a chairper-
son and vice-chairperson.

(b) The Committee shall adopt annually a schedule of
regular meetings. Special meetings may be held at the call
of the chair or at the action of a quorum of the member-
ship.

(c) A quorum of the committee shall consist of three
members. No affirmative action at a meeting shall be taken
without at least three affirmative votes.

(d) The Committee shall keep a record of its proceedings
and a record of all applicants for certification, showing for
each the date of application, name, age, education, and
other qualifications, place of practice and place of residence,
whether or not an examination was required, and whether
the applicant was rejected or a certificate granted, and the
date of that action.

13:27-8.4 Approval of landscape architecture curricula
and credentials

(a) For purposes of this section, any educational program
accredited by the Landscape Architectural Accreditation
Board of the American Society of Landscape Architects
shall be deemed an approved program.

(b) An applicant for certification as a landscape architect
who is a graduate of a school or program not accredited by
the Landscape Architectural Board shall provide to the
Committee, in addition to a certified transcript of his or her
courses, a true and accurate course description for each of
the landscape architecture courses for which the candidate is
seeking credit toward certification. The Committee shall, in
its consideration of the academic program, compare the
degree to the standards promulgated by the Landscape
Architecture Accreditation Board. Thereafter, the Commit-
tee may, in its discretion, require the candidate to appear
before the Committee for a personal interview and to
present representative samples of his or her landscape archi-
tecture work.

13:27-8.5 Application for initial certification; general
requirements

(a) Each candidate for initial certification as a landscape
architect shall apply to the Board on the form and in the
manner prescribed by the Committee. The Board shall
immediately refer each completed application to the Com-
mittee for appropriate action. Each applicant shall furnish
evidence satisfactory to the Committee that he or she:

1. Is of good moral character;

2. Is the holder of a bachelor’s or higher degree in
landscape architecture from a college or university having
a landscape architecture curriculum approved by the
Committee;
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13:27-8.5

3. Has engaged in landscape architectural work satis-
factory to the Committee to an extent that his or her
combined college study and practical experience total at
least six years, four years of which must be college study
with three years in a landscape architecture curriculum

Next Page is 27-13 27-12.1

and two years of which must be practical landscape
architecture experience approved by the Committee. The
practical landscape architecture experience shall be ob-
tained after the completion of the educational require-
ments; and
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