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Attached please find CURRENT PROGRAM STATISTICS for October 
1997. Included are T ANF-oriented data, the WFNJ Statistical summary and 
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Highlights of CURRENT PROGRAM STATISTICS 

TANF (Tables 1 and 5, Graphs 1 and 4) 

As of the end of October 1997, less than 94,000 eligible families in New Jersey were receiving T ANF. 
• 84,700 single head of household families 

• 4000 two-parent families 

• 5100 Medicaid Only families 

The largest number of TANF families by county: (54.0 percent of all TANF families) 

• 24,737 Essex 

• 14,878 Hudson 

• 11,288 Camden 

The number of TANF fanlilies in other counties ranged from: 
• 118 families in Hunterdon County to 6,341 in Passaic County, 


with seven below 1000 families 


There were about 1800 fewer eligible TANF families in October 1997 than in September 1997, with 
a decline of almost 24,000, or 20 percent, over the number of AFDC families two years ago. 

• 	 Single head families: 1700 fewer were eligible in October 1997 than in September 1997 and 
more than 21,000 below two years ago. 

• 	 Two parent fanlilies: declined from about 6500 in October 1995 to about 4000 in October 1997. 

• 	 Medicaid Only families: averaged nearly 5200 for 1995, and about 4900 for the first nine months 
of 1997, though there was an increase of nearly 300 from August to October 1997. 

FOOD STAMP PROGRAM 	 (Tables 2 and 6, Graphs 2, 5, and 6) 

At the end of October 1997, about 185,000 households were participating in the Food Stamp Pro­
gram. 

• 	 TANF: About 85,000 households with 270,000 persons. 

• 	 Other low income: About 100,000 households with 150,000 persons. 

• 	 Total persons: less than 421,000, including about 198,000 adults and 222,000 children 

• 	 By County: 49.5 percent of the households were in: Essex 47,900 


Hudson 25,400 


Camden 18,500 
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The number of Food Stamp households in New Jersey remained in the 220,000 to 223,000 range 
from September 1995 through June 1996. Thereafter Food Stamp households declined substan­
tially (from about 220,000 in June 1996 to 185,000 or less in August through October 1997). 

• 	 Fewer AFDCITANF(FS) households than Other Low Income households received Food Stamps 
each month since November 1995. Both categories were about even, near 111,000 in November 
1995. Other Low Income households peaked close to 115,000 in May 1996 and declined to about 
100,000 or less by October 1997, while there were only about 85,000 TANF(FS) households by 
October 1 997. 

• 	 Total Recipients: in the last two years, peaked at almost 516,000 in March 1996, and declined to 
less than 421,000 by October 1997, a drop of 95,000 or more than 18 percent. 

• 	 Recipient Adults: peaked at about 247,000 in February through May 1996, and was down by 
close to 50,000 (20 percent) by October 1997. 

• 	 Recipient Children: decline by more than 47,000 (nearly 18 percent), from close to 270,000 in 
October 1995 to about 222,000 in October 1997. 

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 	 (Tables 3, 7 and 9, Graphs 3, 7 and 9) 

In October 1997 Emergency Assistance (EA) payments were made for 3,142 eligible TANF fami­
lies and 249 SSI recipients in New Jersey. For TANF families this included payments for: 

• 	 Temporary Rental Assistance (TRA) for 1009 families 

• 	 Motel placements for 201 families and emergency shelter placements for 259 families 

• 	 All other TANF-EA for 1673 families (including back rent, back utilities, security deposits, furnish­
ings, clothing and food allowance, or transitional housing) 

• 	 880 families in Essex County, 371 in Passaic County, 343 in Bergen County, and for less than 
300 TANF families in each of the other counties . 

In the past two years, the average number of EA payments for TANF/AFDC families was 5800 in 
1995, and 4800 in 1996. For the first ten months of 1997 the average was less than 3700. 

• 	 TRA payments declined steadily from nearly 1,900 per month in October 1995 to about 1000 in 
October 1997. 

• 	 Emergency Shelter payments were made for an average of 369 families per month in 1995, 345 
in 1996, and 309 for the first ten months of 1997. 

• 	 Motel payments were made for an average of 405 families per month in 1995, 320 in 1996, and 
255 for the first ten months of 1997 

• 	 Other EA payments were made for an average of 2779 families per month in 1995, 2388 in 

1996, and 1811 in the first ten months of 1997. 


For 1995 there were an average of 7400 GA EA recipients, and 6800 for 1996. Of those, GA TRA 
payments were made to an average of 4400 recipients in 1995, and 4100 in 1996. For the first 
eight months of 1997 there were an average of less than 6900 GA EA payments (which is less 
than the comparable period in 1996), and about 4100 GA TRA payments. 
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ESTIMATED TANF PARTICIPATION RATES 	 (Table 8, Graph 8) 

In October 1997 the estimated Statewide TANF participation rate was 42.3 percent. This is a full 
10 percentage points above September 1997. These estimates are based on the new participa­
tion rate formulation mandated by the 1996 federal welfare reform legislation establishing Tem­
porary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF), which went into effect with the implementation of 
Work First New Jersey welfare reform. 

• 	 County rates were distributed as follows in October: 
20.0 to 29.9 percent -- Essex 
30.0 to 39.9 percent -- Camden, Hudson, Mercer 
40.0 to 49.9 percent -- Monmouth, Passaic, Union 
50.0 to 59.9 percent -- Bergen, Ocean 
60.0 to 69.9 percent -- Gloucester, Salem 
70.0 to 79.9 percent -- Cumberland, Warren 
80.0 to 89.9 percent -- Atlantic, Burlington, Middlesex, Somerset 

100 percent -- Cape May, Hunterdon , Morris, Sussex 


GENERAL ASSISTANCE 	 (Table 9, Graph 9) 

There were slightly more than 29,000 GA recipients in August 1997 (the latest available data), 
the lowest level in the past two years. Most of the decline has been among employable GA 
recipients. The GA total was nearly 2000 below August 1996 and more than 4000 below 
August 1995. 

• 	 Employable GA recipients reached a peak in March 1996 of more than 23,500. There have been 
less than 21,000 every month since June 1996, and less than 18,000 in July and August 1997. 

• 	 Unemployable GA recipients remained close to 11,000 over the past two years. 

CHILD SUPPORT AND PATERNITY 	 (Table 10) 

The total distribution of collections of the Child Support and Paternity Program increased 
from less than $537 million in FFY 1996 (October 1995 - September 1996) to nearly $593 mil­
lion in FFY 1997 (October 1996 - September 1997). 
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Table 1 ~ NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS AND TERMINATIONS DURING REPORT MONTH, AND 


TANF NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE FAMILIES RECEIVING TANF AT END OF REPORT MONTH 
I 
l 
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PROGRAM October 1997 

Applications Terminations Single Head Two Parent Medicaid Total 

County Approved Families Families Only TANF 

ATLANTIC 150 235 2,473 65 124 2,662 

BERGEN 92 186 2,052 159 74 2,285 
BURLINGTON 204 261 1,979 103 225 2,307 

CAMDEN 651 772 9,901 619 768 11,288 
CAPE MAY 51 87 593 63 76 732 

CUMBERLAND 192 330 2,599 248 251 3,098 

ESSEX 699 1,037 23,686 459 592 24,737 
GLOUCESTER 186 254 1,709 105 231 2,045 
HUDSON 411 661 13,366 671 841 14,878 
HUNTERDON 15 14 85 5 28 118 
MERCER 275 306 3,929 144 367 4,440 
MIDDLESEX 299 466 3,731 338 420 4,489 
MONMOUTH 174 289 3,074 147 93 3,314 
MORRIS 45 60 488 18 55 561 

OCEAN 157 227 2,085 202 269 2,556 
PASSAIC 340 364 5,859 386 96 6,341 
SALEM 66 136 618 24 57 699 
SOMERSET 90 102 605 54 69 728 
SUSSEX 23 49 141 4 60 205 
UNION 326 387 5,301 200 406 5,907 
WARREN 42 53 395 31 36 462 

NJ TOTAL 4,488 6,276 84,669 4,045 5,138 93,852 
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Data is derived from NJ Division of Family Development's FAMIS report #FF-012 






























