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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MEiGKIRsolY

Transcript

Governor Christie: I've been hearing about this program for a while and | wanted to come and see it myself. It is
really, really encouraging for me see the light in your eyes and you know what | want to try to be able to do as
Governor is to be able to give everybody another chance. | don’t believe that any life is disposable. Every life is
precious, a gift from God. We know that all of us in our lives fall down and make mistakes and what’s really important is
can we get ourselves the tools to pick ourselves up and to move on and to grow and to be better no matter what time
of life this hits you. We have 19 years old, 61 years old who spoke. Mistakes happen all through our lives. And what |
want and the reason why we’re going to have drug court in every county in our state and we’re going to make sure that
people who come in get treatment is because | know in my heart that this is a disease. And that we don’t treat a
disease by just locking somebody up and just keeping them in a cell, we save lives by embracing people and also
demanding of them that they be a part of the responsibility for saving their own lives too. It's a partnership. We have to
provide you with the tools and then you have to work the tools because if you don’t you all know it won’t work. And so
what I'm most encouraged about and why | said | was so happy to walk around this room and shake all your hands and
see the light in your eyes, people with light in their eyes are ready to work. People with light in their eyes are ready to
work. So | will always support and expand these programs for the people who want to work and make themselves
better and want a new tomorrow. Our lives are not about yesterday. They're not about yesterday. Yesterday informs
who we've been but it doesn’t have to control who we can be. All of us can be better tomorrow if we work at it and if we
have people who care about us too and are willing to help us through the difficult times. So you know Jim has talked to
me about this program for a long time and | told him I'd come and | think he thought | was lying to him and that |
wouldn’t come. | think he did. But | knew that | wanted to be here sitting with all of you hearing this stuff directly from
you but most importantly to look at you. See that's when we really get to know each other right? When we can look
each other in the eyes. We've seen lots of bad people in our lives and we know what they look like. Most of the time
whether we listen or not we can feel it right? Sometimes we’re smart enough to walk away and other times maybe not
so smart. What | see around this circle are good people who want their lives to be better, to go back to their families, to
take care of their children, to be there for their parents, to be a part of the community, not just this community here.
This community will help to lift you up to be a part of the larger community on the outside. So | just want to tell you, this
is a great day for me because you know a lot of times you sit in government and you have theories about whether
things will work or not and hell you don’t know if they’re really working or they’re not, a good amount of the time. I'm
looking, I'm looking at the fact that what | believe in my heart is working everyday in your eyes. And so we're not going
to abandon you, we’re not going to let you fail. We’'ll do our part, you've got to do yours. And if you do yours then we're
going to give you the tools to go out, go back in the world, be with your families, and to have a life that you can be
fulfilled by every day. That you put your head on the pillow every night and you feel good about who you've become.
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And that's what this is all about. That's what it's all about for me. Is that | want you to feel good about who you've
become because if you do, guess what the good news for me is, you going to go out and get a job, and you're going to
pay taxes. It's going to be good for me.

Governor Jim McGreevey: Exactly.

Governor Christie: It's going to be good for me. Good for me and good for the people of the rest of state, but most
importantly good for you. Good for you and what you become. So, I'm thrilled to be here, I'm glad Jim invited me and |
was happy to hear some of you give your testimonials because | will take them with me everybody. | will take them with
me from here and when | travel around this state I'm going to talk about the women | met in Hudson County, and tell
folks that if you don’t think this can work, come to Hudson County like | did and see the light in your eyes. | have faith in

you, | believe in your ability to be able to get this done, and I'll support you. Work hard, get it done for me and for
yourself.

#t#

Press Contact:
Michael Drewniak
Colin Reed
609-777-2600

OPRA|0pan Contact Us | Privacy Notice | Legal Statement & Disclaimers | Accessibility Statement | (i
Public RecordsAc! .

Statewide: NJ Home | Services A to Z | Departments/Agencies | FAQs

Office of the Governor: Home | Newsroom | Media | Administration | NJ's Priorities | Contact Us

Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2018
Office of the Governor

PO Box 001

Trenton, NJ 08625

609-292-6000

http://nj.gov/governor/news/news/552013/approved/20130508b.html 2/2


http://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
http://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
http://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
http://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
http://www.nj.gov/
http://www.nj.gov/nj/
http://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
http://www.nj.gov/nj/deptserv.html
http://www.nj.gov/faqs/
http://nj.gov/governor/index.shtml
http://nj.gov/governor/news/
http://nj.gov/governor/media/
http://nj.gov/governor/admin/
http://nj.gov/governor/priorities/edu/
http://nj.gov/governor/contact/
http://nj.gov/opra/

