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(b) A practitioner or physician who offers anesthesia
services in an office setting shall purchase and install the
equipment and safety systems, as required pursuant to this
rule , no later than December 15, 1998. Alternatively, a
practitioner or physician shall have written proof that by
October 15, 1998, an order for such equipment has been
transmitted to and received by a manufacturer or legitimate
vendor of the equipment. Such proof shall include an
anticipated date of delivery. All such equipment shall be
properly installed in a timely fashion after delivery and shall
be used in conformance with this section, no later than
December 15, 1998.

(c) All other requirements of this subchapter shall be
effective June 15, 1998.

13:35-4A.18 Enforcement

(a) Any violation of NJ.A.C. 13:354A.3 through 4A.17
shall be deemed to be professional misconduct within the
meaning of N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(e) and may further constitute
violation of other law or rule, as applicable to the circum-
stances.

SUBCHAPTER 5. EYE EXAMINATIONS;
EYEGLASSES

Subchapter Historical Note

Petition for Rulemaking. See: 30 N.J.R. 3340(b), 30 N.J.R. 3867(a),
31 N.J.R. 905(a).

13:35-5.1 Minimum eye examination; contact lenses

(a) Physicians licensed to practice medicine and surgery,
when performing an eye examination for the purpose of
prescribing corrective lenses, shall fully and adequately dis-
close to the patient the limited purpose of the eye examina-
tion. The physician shall perform, and keep a complete
record of, physical examination of the patient which shall
include:

1. A complete history of visual aberrations;

2. A determination of visual acuity in each eye sepa-
rately;

3. A cover test, distance and near, and a determina-
tion of muscle balance or imbalance;

4. An ophthalmoscopic examination and a determina-
tion of any abnormalities of lids, cornea, pupils, lens,
vitreous and fundus. A record entry of “negative” or
“clear” should be made if no pathology is found.

(b) Upon observing positive findings of ocular disease or

abnormality, the physician shall disclose his findings to the
patient and suggest an appropriate course of action.
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(c) The complete record of contact lens specifications
shall be released by an ophthalmologist to another ophthal-
mologist, optometrist or ophthalmic dispenser licensed in
New Jersey upon either the oral or written request of the
patient or the professional acting on the patient’s behalf.

13:35-5.2 Minimum standards and tolerances of optical
lenses

(a) Every pair of lenses, spectacles, eyeglasses or appurte-
nances thereto, prepared for or dispensed to the intended
wearers from written prescriptions of physicians duly li-
censed to practice their profession, or duplication, replace-
ments, reproductions or repetitions, must conform to the
following minimum standards and tolerances: )

PHYSICAL QUALITY AND APPEARANCE

1. Surface imperfections

TOLERANCE: No pits, scratches (other than hairline),
grayness or watermarks shall be acceptable.

2. Glass defects

TOLERANCE: No bubbiles, striae and inclusions shall be
acceptable.

3. Localized power errors

TOLERANCE: Waves found by visual inspection shall be
passable if no deterioration in image quality is found when
the localized area is examined with a standard lens measur-
ing instrument.

4. Refractive powers
TOLERANCE: 0.0. to 6.00, + or —0.12.
6.25 to 12.00, 2 per cent of power.
Above 12.00, + or —0.25.

Maximum cylinder power variation + or —0.12.

5. Refractive power addition
TOLERANCE: + or —0.12.0.

6. Cylinder Axis
TOLERANCE: 0.12 to 0.37 + or —3 degrees.
0.50 to 1.00, + or —2 degrees.

1.12 on up, + or —1 degree.

7. Prism power and location of specified optical center

TOLERANCE: Vertical + or —0.25 prism for each lens
or a total of 0.50 prism imbalance. Horizontal + or —0.25
prism for each lens or a total of 0.50 prism imbalance.

8. Segment size
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TOLERANCE: + or —0.5 mm. Pair must be symmetri-
cal upon visual inspection.

9. Segment location

TOLERANCE: As specified within + or —0.5 mm.

10. Lens size:
i. Rimless
Supp. 4-5-99

35-32.10

TOLERANCE: + or —0.5 mm;

ii. Bevel, for plastic frames

TOLERANCE: + or —0.5 mm;

iii. Bevel, for metal frames

TOLERANCE: To fit standard specified frame. Lens
shape must match. Edges must be smooth and straight and
sharp edge must be removed.

Next Page is 35-33



BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

13:35-6.2

11. Heat-treated and
safety eyewear

chemically-treated industrial

TOLERANCE: Tolerance for power, size and the like
shall be as above, except that minimum thickness edge or
center shall meet the requirements of American Standard
7.80.1-1972 and subsequent revisions.

12. Heat-treated and chemically-treated dress eyewear

TOLERANCE: Tolerance for power, size and the like
shall be as above, except that minimum thickness edge or
center shall meet the requirements of American Standard
Z80.1-1972 and subsequent revisions.

(b) Provided, however, that nothing herein shall be con-
strued to prohibit deviations beyond those established by
this rule, provided that good medical cause exists therefor.

SUBCHAPTER 6. GENERAL RULES OF
PRACTICE

13:35-6.1 Practice identification

(a) A physician with a plenary license to practice medi-
cine and surgery in the State of New Jersey shall make
representation for professional purposes (office identifica-
tion, stationery, professional cards, signature on insurance
claim forms, education, etc.) in a manner clearly indicating
such plenary licensure and/or practice specialty; for exam-
ple: Dr. John Doe, physician and surgeon; or Dr. Jane
Smith, physician; or Dr. John Doe, surgeon; or Dr. Jane
Smith, licensed to practice medicine and surgery; or Dr.
Jane Doe, physician, practice limited to (name of specialty);
or similar accurate descriptive terms. In addition to or as
an alternative to these titles, a licensee may use the standard
and accepted abbreviation of professional degree conferred
by the medical school; that is, John Smith, M.D.; Jane
Smith, D.O., as the case may be.

(b) An applicant or current licensee who is a graduate of
both an A.M.A.-accredited allopathic professional school
and an A.O.A.-accredited osteopathic professional school
may elect to use either M.D. or D.O. as the primary
abbreviation following the name and shall notify the Board
of such election.

(c) A licensee with a limited license issued by the Board
shall identify himself or herself for professional purposes in
a manner clearly indicating the licensed profession by name
or by using the recognized and accepted abbreviation of the
degree actually conferred by the professional college; for
example: Jane Smith, Podiatrist or Jane Smith, D.P.M.;
John Doe, Bioanalytical Laboratory Director or John Doe,
B.L.D. or John Doe, Specialty Bioanalytical Laboratory
Director in Chemistry, etc.; Jane Smith, Certified Nurse
Midwife or C.N.M.
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(d) The use of any letters in immediate conjunction with
the name of a licensee shall be deemed a representation of
earned academic professional degree. Any such degree
shall have been conferred by an educational institution
authorized by the appropriate higher education authorities
in its state of domicile to do so. The licensee may also list
abbreviations of membership in non-profit incorporated pro-
fessional societies.

(e) All representations by licensees of degree abbrevia-
tions or of professional society affiliations shall comply with
this rule, and any use of an academic degree or professional
or membership abbreviation not in accordance with these
standards shall be deemed a misrepresentation and profes-
sional misconduct.

New Rule, R.1985 d.103, effective March 4, 1985.
See: 16 N.J.R. 3178(a), 17 N.J.R. 606(a).
This adoption repealed former rule “Degree designation”.
Amended by R.1994 d.522, effective October 17, 1994.
See: 26 N.J.R. 2526(a), 26 N.J.R. 4195(a).

Case Notes

Sexually abusing patients while conducting gynecological examina-
tions warranted revocation of license and imposition of fine. In Matter
of Suspension or Revocation of License of Chunmuang, 93 N.J.A.R.2d
(BDS) 27.

No proof of alleged sexual molestation by doctor. In Matter of
Suspension and Revocation of License of Prada, 93 N.J.A.R.2d (BDS)
1.

Podiatrist’s improper touching of female patients and relative of one
patient constituted professional misconduct; license revoked and civil
penalties imposed. In Matter of Suspension or Revocation of License
of Schulman, 92 N.J.A.R.2d (BDS) 16.

13:35-6.2 Pronouncement of death

(a) The following words and terms, when used in this
section, shall have the following meanings unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise.

“Attending physician” means any Doctor of Medicine
(M.D.) or Doctor of Osteopathy (D.O.) who, prior to the
person’s death, had attended, supervised or directed ongo-
ing medical treatment of the patient as a primary care
physician or as a specialist undertaking to treat a significant
chronic medical illness which could lead to death. A physi-
cian providing such ongoing treatment, who has issued or
renewed a prescription issued to the person within the six
month period preceding the death, will be deemed to be an
attending physician, regardless of whether the physician has
personally examined the person within that six month peri-
od.

“Certificate of death” means the official document pre-
pared for filing pursuant to N.J.S.A. 26:6-6 et seq. which is
signed by a physician and sets forth the information pertain-
ing to a person’s last sickness, immediate and contributing
causes of death and burial and the identity of the medical
personnel who made the pronouncement of death.
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“Covering physician” means any physician who has as-
sumed the responsibility for providing care and treatment to
an attending physician’s patients during his or her unavaila-
bility. A covering physician shall also bear a responsibility
to exercise his or her best medical judgment when making a
pronouncement of death or drawing the conclusions called
for in completing the certificate of death.

“Pronouncement of death” means the act of conducting
an inquiry concerning the circumstances of a death, check-
ing for vital signs, ascertaining pertinent history and, where
appropriate, performing a complete external examination of
the unclothed body and providing a medical opinion as to
conclusion and cause(s) of the death.

(b) Every physician licensed by the Board and engaged in
the active practice of medicine in this State shall ensure that
he or she meets the obligations set forth in this section. If
the physician is unavailable, he or she shall arrange for
another physician to assume these responsibilities.

(c) Upon notification of an apparent death, the attending
physician or designated covering physician shall proceed
without inordinate delay to the location of the presumed
decedent and shall make the proper determination and
pronouncement of the death.

(d). Where the apparent death has occurred outside a
licensed hospital and the attending or covering physician has
been notified but is unable to go to the location to make the
determination and pronouncement, said physician may spec-
ify another physician or may arrange with a professional
nurse (R.N.) or a paramedic in accordance with N.J.A.C.
8:41-7.5, which requires the relay of findings, including
telemetered electrocardiograms, if feasible to attend the
presumed decedent and make the determination and pro-
nouncement. In every such instance a written record, which
may be contained within a police record, shall be prepared
describing the circumstance and identifying the physician
and any other person designated as above to perform the
death pronouncement responsibility. Such report shall be
promptly communicated orally to the attending physician for
use in preparation of the death certificate. A copy of the
report shall be provided to the physician as soon as practica-
ble. -

(e) Where the probable death has occurred outside a
licensed hospital and the attending or recovering physician
is known but cannot be reached after exercise of reasonable
diligence, or no attending physician is known, then any
physician, professional nurse or paramedic in accordance
with N.J.A.C. 8:41-7.5 may proceed to the scene and make
the determination and pronouncement of death. A written
record shall be prepared as set forth in (d) above. Follow-
ing pronouncement of death, the information shall be
promptly communicated to the physician for preparation of
the death certificate and a copy of the report provided as
soon as practicable. If no attending physician is known or if
an attending physician is not available to sign in a reason-
able period of time, the death shall be immediately reported
to the County Medical Examiner.
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(f) In cases of death within the jurisdiction of the County
Medical Examiner, the examiner shall without inordinate
delay require the proper and established means for the
determination and pronouncement of death, and shall ar-
range for the removal of the body and completion of the
death certificate.

(g) A certificate of death shall be prepared and complet-
ed by a physician within a reasonable period of time, not to
exceed 24 hours after the pronouncement of death. The
factual data set forth in the certificate shall be based, to the
greatest extent possible, upon the personal knowledge of the
physician preparing the certificate. The physician shall
provide an immediate cause of death as well as such contrib-
uting causes as the physician can best determine from the
medical history obtained from other health care profession-
als, family or friends of the decedent, from observation of
the condition of the body when pronounced and the circum-
stances known concerning the death. If the physician lacks
sufficient information to provide an immediate cause of
death, he or she may indicate an underlying potentially fatal
medical condition which in the professional judgment of the
physician may, or is likely to, have caused death.

(h) Nothing contained in this section shall be deemed to
impose an obligation upon any person not licensed by the
Board of Medical Examiners to pronounce death.

Amended by R.1994 d.522, effective October 17, 1994.
See: 26 N.J.R. 2526(a), 26 N.J.R. 4195(a).

Amended by R.1995 d.412, effective August 7, 1995.
See: 27 N.J.R. 1745(a), 27 N.J.R. 2960(a).

13:35-6.3 Sexual misconduct

(a) By this section, the Board of Medical Examiners is-
identifying for its licensees conduct which it shall deem to
be violative of law. Specialized concerns with respect to
those licensees who provide psychiatric or psychotherapeutic
services are also identified.

(b) As used in this section, the following terms have the
following meanings unless the context indicates otherwise:

1. “Licensee” means any person licensed or authorized
to engage in a health care profession regulated by the
Board of Medical Examiners.

2. “Patient” means any person who is the recipient of a
professional service rendered by a licensee for purposes of
diagnosis, treatment or a consultation relating to treat-
ment. “Patient” for purposes of this section also means a
person who is the subject of professional examination
even if the purpose of that examination is unrelated to
treatment.

3. “Patient-physician relationship” means an associa-
tion between a physician and patient wherein the physi-
cian owes a continuing duty to the patient to be available
to render professional services consistent with his or her
training and experience. The performance of any profes-
sional medical service including, but not limited to, the
issuance of a prescription or authorization of a refill of a
prescription is deemed to be a professional service and
evidence of a patient-physician relationship.
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