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Governor Chris Christie Delivers Draft Legislation to Allow
Immediate Treatment for Diagnosed Drug Addictions Without
Prior Authorization by Insurance Carriers

Trenton, NJ –  Governor Chris Christie delivered draft legislation today mandating that people seeking immediate
treatment for diagnosed substance abuse disorders should no longer wait for prior authorization from their insurance
carriers, making good on a promise he made during his State of the State address earlier this month.

“When a person who is in the throes of a deadly drug addiction realizes he or she needs help, they should not be
blocked at the treatment center doors because their insurance carrier requires a prior evaluation that could take weeks
to complete. Their lives hang in the balance; they cannot wait, which is why I am expediting the legislative process by
delivering a draft bill to legislators who are eager to introduce it,” said Governor Christie.

The proposed legislation carries multiple provisions, including:
•    No one will be turned away for insurance reasons from treatment if a licensed provider prescribes substance abuse
disorder treatment
•    Insurance coverage for treatment of a substance abuse disorder will be required and any waiting period that could
derail a person’s recovery will be eliminated
•    No longer will lives be put at risk by layers of needless bureaucracy; people diagnosed with a substance abuse
disorder will have covered treatment for 180 days, starting the day they need it, including long term out­patient
treatment with no interference from their carrier
•    Covered medication­assisted treatments will be required to be provided without the imposition of prior approval
from a carrier
•    Onerous pre­payment obligations imposed by providers will be prohibited, and instead, patients will only be
required to pay their copayment, deductible or co­insurance for their treatment
•    In addition, treatment for substance abuse disorders must be covered by the carrier to the same extent as any
other covered medical condition without increased copayments, deductibles or co­insurance
•    The Office of Attorney General will be tasked with monitoring this system to prevent waste, fraud or abuse, and to
ensure providers are not improperly treating patients or filling beds that could be used by others in need of treatment.

# # #

with Social Media
Stay Connected

with Email Alerts
Stay ConnectedMonday, January 23, 2016 Tags: Addiction Taskforce

Home Newsroom Media Administration NJ's Priorities Contact Us

Press Releases Public Addresses Executive Orders Press Kit Reports

Search  All of NJ    

NJ Home Services A to Z Departments/Agencies FAQs
H o me

http://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
http://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
http://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
http://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
http://www.nj.gov/
http://www.nj.gov/nj/
http://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
http://www.nj.gov/nj/deptserv.html
http://www.nj.gov/faqs/
http://nj.gov/governor/index.shtml
http://nj.gov/governor/news/
http://nj.gov/governor/media/
http://nj.gov/governor/admin/
http://nj.gov/governor/priorities/edu/
http://nj.gov/governor/contact/
http://nj.gov/opra/
http://nj.gov/governor/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/news/552017/approved/news_archive.html
http://nj.gov/governor/news/news/552017/approved/rss.xml
http://www.facebook.com/GovChrisChristie
http://www.youtube.com/GovChristie
http://twitter.com/GovChristie
http://scribd.com/govchristie
http://livestream.com/GovChristie
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://nj.gov/governor/news/news/552017/approved/includes/result.shtml?cat=addi
http://nj.gov/governor/index.shtml
http://nj.gov/governor/news/
http://nj.gov/governor/media/
http://nj.gov/governor/admin/
http://nj.gov/governor/priorities/edu/index.html
http://nj.gov/governor/contact/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses/
http://nj.gov/infobank/circular/eoindex.htm
http://nj.gov/governor/news/press
http://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/2010/approved/reports_archive.html
http://www.nj.gov/
http://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
http://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
http://www.nj.gov/faqs/
http://nj.gov/governor/


4/27/2017 Office of the Governor | Newsroom

http://nj.gov/governor/news/news/552017/approved/20170123b.html 2/2

Trenton, NJ 08625
609­292­6000


