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Pandemic Unemployment Relief to Jobless
Workers Tops $25.6 Billion, as New Weekly
Claims Rise

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 1, 2021

TRENTON - The New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development
has now distributed more than $25.6 billion in pandemic unemployment benefits to New
Jersey workers, as the state reported a one-week spike in new claims last week.

For the week ending March 27, the department received 16,716* new unemployment
claims, an increase of more than 6,000 from the prior week. The increase was broad-based
across industry sectors and included a bump in claims from the self-employed.

For the week, the department distributed $431 million in benefits. The average claimant has
received $17,122 in pandemic-related benefits.

More than a year into the pandemic, the vast majority of unemployment claimants are
transitioning seamlessly onto their new benefit year, thanks to automated reviews of their
claim, which are occurring automatically. New Jersey, the only state to automate this federally
mandated review, is reporting a 98 percent success rate among claims that have gone
through the benefit year end review.

The department has also begun its partnership with ID.me, a third-party identity authenticator,
that is designed to protect legitimate claimants’ identification and stop those attempting to
commit identity theft or fraud. Tens of thousands of claimants are expected to verify their
identity through ID.me in the weeks and months ahead.

Here are the week-by-week totals of new unemployment claims:
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As of the latest reporting, more than $33 billion in
unemployment benefits have been sent to Garden
State workers. With federal benefits set to expire
on September 4, we encourage everyone to check
your email and visit MyUnemployment.nj.gov for
updates and available resources.

AMOUNT PAID OUT: $33 BILLION

L4 BILLION : $5.4 BILLION
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Weekly totals of new unemployment claims

WEEK ENDING:
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Here is the breakdown of weekly benefits payments to eligible New Jersey workers:
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Weekly breakdown of payments (in millions)

: Pandemic ;
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March 21 547.4 MA MA HA WA A NA
March 28 $57.9 NA NA NA NA N NA
April 4 5698 MA NA NA NA N ] NA
April 11 51407 §154.8 NA NA NA N NA
April 18 5179.7 5238.8 MA NA NA N ] NA
Agpril 2! 52111 $296.3 NA NA NA N NA
May 2 177 52011 MA 527.1 NA Nt ] NA
May 9 $244.7 8502.4 NA 5516 NA N NA
May 16 $239.7 5414 NA §55.6 NA NA | NA
May 23 $236.2 5596.9 NA $1123 NA N NA
May 30 $242.7 $553.5 NA 587.7 NA N ] NA
June 6 £255.5 56352 NA 556.6 556.6 N NA
June 13 5244.5 §573.8 NA 560.7 546.5 A | NA
June 20 $248.9 5626.1 NA 586.6 $37.4 N HA
June 27 52404 $559.7 NA §73.5 $31.7 NA | NA
July 4 52029 §536.1 NA §71.7 $31.8 N NA
July 11 $208.5 §521.3 NA $69.1 $24.4 $2.2 ] NA
July 18 52003 $524.5 NA 565.2 5227 539 NA
July 25 $197.7 55262 NA 5§77 $25.7 54.8 | MA
August 1 $192.1 $513.5 A 574.7 $33.7 6.5 NA
August 8 $202.6 $200.8 NA $86.1 $20 $6.2 | NA
August 15 5175 $95.3 NA §77.8 $23.7 §7.1 NA
August 22 $167.3 $70.3 NA §52.1 $20.4 56.7 | NA
August 29 51711 $64.4 NA §79.7 5209 §7.2 NA
September 5 51293 $56.4 NA 584.4 5207 58 ] NA
September 12 515249 5397 HA 587.6 $21.2 s8.7 HA
September 19 $137 $31.4 NA 5853 5226 896 ] NA
September 26 £127.2 4355 NA 589.5 $25.5 510.1 NA
October 3 $111.8 $23.2 | NA $82.7 $33.8 |  sw4 | NA
Dctober 10 51028 529 NA 589 5454 j 5113 NA
October 17 $88.5 $205 | NA §84.5 $s08 | sms | E
October 24 581.7 $18.2 NA 585.3 $56.2 ' 5125 §1,146.5
October 31 $76.3 5168 - NA 5853 558 3 §128 | 5889
November 7 §72.5 $13.2 NA 583.2 $50.7 _ 5128 NA
November 14 5$68.2 $12.9 _ NA §85.1 561.9 | 513.6 | $56.2
Movember 21 L65.6 5124 MA 5856 562 .4 | £14.7 5333
_ Movember 28 $63.1 59 NA $83.9 $62.1 | $13.5 | $1.3
December 5 5611 $16.2 NA 580.5 $50.1 j 5128 NA
_December 12 5$66.1 122 NA §91.6 $66.9 [ $167 | NA
December 19 $61.3 113 NA 586.3 $62.3 ' $16 §19.4
December 26 §52.4 $8.2 NA S7B.5 $50.3 | 515.7 | NA
January 2 $52.9 $5.8 HA $85.9 547.4 521 HA
January 9 s s78 | Na | 958 ss70 | sss3 | NA
January 16 5619 56.8 HA 5879 40 | 285 HA
January 23 $54.4 55,5 §288.3 586.7 334 | $27.2 | NA
January 30 $58.1 $6.6 §162 586.5 $31.5 ' $27.2 HA
February 6 §55.2 §7.2 $159.5 §83.3 $27.7 | §25.2 | NA
February 13 $66.3 87.3 5157 §90.5 $108 [ §26.1 MA
| February 20 $62.3 $5.6 5§239.8 $83.9 s98.7 | $24.1 | NA
February 27 $63.6 $10.5 5211.4 583.7 $78.2 j $25.5 NA
March6 $62.2 54.4 $197.5 §79.7 $72 | $28.1 | NA
March 13 $50.8 537 §194.1 585.2 $74.3 ' $27.6 5236
March 20 $56.7 $5.4 $199.7 $83.7 snes | saa9 | $0.9
March 27 556.5 53.6 5197.4 582 6 5682 _ 5223 NA
TRRRE $6,865.4 $8,041.1 $2,006.7 $3,828.6 §2,023.7 $508.6 $1,370.1

BEMEFITS PAID

MA: Benefit not applicable during the indicated weeks.

The American Rescue Plan signed March 11 extends Pandemic Unemployment Assistance
(PUA), Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation (PEUC) and Federal Pandemic

Unemployment Compensation (FPUC) - the $300 supplement - to eligible claimants for 25
weeks, through Sept. 4.

The maximum eligibility for PUA is now 75 weeks. PEUC now provides up to 49 weeks of
additional benefits to those who exhaust 26 weeks of state unemployment. Extended benefits
(EB) adds a final 20 weeks of benefits, though that will drop to 13 weeks once the economy
recovers sufficiently. The $300 FPUC supplement is for anyone collecting unemployment in
any amount during eligible weeks. There is also a provision in the new rescue law that
excludes the first $10,200 of unemployment benefits from having to be reported as income on
federal taxes for households earning less than $150,000/year.

For more information on state or federal unemployment benefits, visit
myunemployment.nj.gov.



http://myunemployment.nj.gov/

Information on virtual Career Services can be found here: nj.gov/labor/career-services

Visit New Jersey’s jobs portal here: jobs.covid19.nj.gov.

For national unemployment data, visit https://www.dol.gov/ui/data.pdf. For archived NJ
claims data, visithttps://oui.doleta.gov/unemploy/DataDashboard.asp.

*This represents the final number for the week endingMarch 27. The number listed for New
Jersey by the US Department of Labor —19,475 — is based on advanced reporting.

**The total number of new initial claims, 2,083,536, includes 249,643 claims that have been
reopened by residents who returned to unemployment after a period of employment within a
calendar year, as well as claims that turned out to be fraudulent.
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