
SECURITY AND CONTROL 

(b) As soon as practicable, when a State of New Jersey, 
Firearms Unit Weapons Card, official photo identification 
card or badge of the New Jersey Department of Corrections 
is believed to have been lost or stolen, the employee shall 
notify the local law enforcement authorities and the Super-
intendent/Unit Chief or their designee. 

(c) Except as outlined in N.J.A.C. 10A:3-4.3(b)l through 
3, the employee shall immediately and without exception 
report to the local law enforcement authorities and the 
correctional facility Superintendent/Unit Chief or their des-
ignee: 

1. Any incident where the employee displayed, drew or 
fired his or her off-duty firearm; or 

2. Any incident or injury which occurred from the use 
of the employee's firearm. 

( d) On the next working day after any incident as de-
scribed in this section, the employee shall report in writing 
to the Superintendent /Unit Chief or their designee the 
incident and identifying particulars of the incident. The 
Superintendent/Unit Chief or their designee shall then for-
ward the report for review to the Chief of Staff, the Office 
of Public Information, and the Central Office Internal Af-
fairs Unit. 

( e) The employee shall, within three days, report to the 
correctional facility Superintendent/Unit Ghief, or their des-
ignee in writing whenever a registered authorized off-duty 

, __/ firearm has been sold or is no longer in use. 

Recodified from l0A:3-4.11 and amended by R.1997 d.41, effective 
January 21, 1997. 

See: 28 N.J.R. 4840(a), 29 N.J.R. 356(a). 
Substantially amended section. Fonner rule recodified to N.J.A.C. 

lOA:3-4.13. 

l0A:3-4.13 Penalties for violation 
(a) Employee actions which do not conform to the provi-

sions of this subchapter and any post orders or procedures 
implemented in connection with this subchapter may result 
in the following: 

1. Disciplinary action pursuant to N.J.A.C. 4A:2; 

2. Personal, civil or criminal liability; 

3. Denial of indemnification; and/or 

4. Refusal by the Office of the Attorney General to 
represent the officer. 

(b) Decisions regarding ( a )3 and 4 above will be made by 
the Attorney General after reviewing the facts of the case. 

Recodified from lOA:3-4.12 and amended by R.1997 d.41, effective 
January 21, 1997. 

See: 28 N.J.R. 4840(a), 29 N.J.R. 356(a). 
In (a), inserted reference to post procedures; in (a)l, inserted 

N.J.A.C. reference; and deleted (c), relating to uses of force which 
allow denial of indemnification and representation. Former rule reco-
dified to N.J.A.C. lOA:3-4.14. 

l0A:3-5.3 

l0A:3-4.14 Post orders and procedures 
(a) Each correctional facility shall be responsible for de-

veloping written post orders and procedures consistent with 
this subchapter. 

(b) All written post orders and procedures shall be for-
warded to the Office of the Chief of Staff for review and 
approval on or before February 15 of each year. 

Recodified from lOA:3-4.13 and amended by R.1997 d.41, effective 
January 21, 1997. 

See: 28 N.J.R. 4840(a), 29 N.J.R. 356(a). 

SUBCHAPTER 5. SEARCH OF INMATES AND 
FACILITIES 

lOA:3-5.1 Purpose 
Facilities and inmates may be searched as provided by this 

subchapter for the purpose of controlling and deterring the 
introduction and concealment of contraband. The defini-
tion of contraband and all procedures for disposition of 
contraband set forth in N.J.A.C. lOA:3-6, CONTRABAND 
AND DISPOSITION OF CONTRABAND are fully appli-
cable to this subchapter. 

lOA:3-5.2 Search plan 
(a) Each correctional facility shall develop and implement 

a comprehensive written plan governing searches of facilities 
and inmates. Each plan shall be submitted to the Office of 
the Chief of Staff for review and approval on or before 
February 15 of each year. 

(b) Each correctional facility shall appoint an officer, at a 
rank no less than captain, as Institutional Search Plan 
Coordinator. 

(c) The Institutional Search Plan Coordinator shall sub-
mit a monthly written report, on the appropriate implemen-
tation of the Institutional Search Plan, to the Superinten-
dent. 

( d) The Superintendent of each correctional facility shall 
submit, in the first calendar week of January and July, a 
written report on the appropriate implementation of the 
Institutional Search Plan to the Assistant Commissioner, 
Division of Operations. 

Amended by R.1988 d.582; effective December 19, 1988. 
See: 20 N.J.R. 2441(a), 20 N.J.R. 3155(a). 

Added (b)-(d). 
Amended by R.1997 d.41, effective January 21, 1997. 
See: 28 N.J.R. 4840(a), 29 N.J.R. 356(a). 

l0A:3-5.3 Searches of inmates and facilities 
(a) All inmate residential, work, training areas and other 

areas to which inmates have access shall be searched thor-
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l0A:3-5.3 

oughly for contraband on a routine, continuing basis. 
Searches shall be unannounced and irregularly timed, and 
may be limited to a specific building or area. 

(b) Procedures to be utilized in conducting searches shall 
be as set forth by each correctional facility's Standard 
Operating Procedures, to be promulgated pursuant to the 
search plan required by N.J.A.C. lOA:3-5.2. Such proce-
dures may provide that an inmate may be excluded from 
entry into an area being searched to facilitate the safe and 
effective performance of the search. 

( c) Searches of inmates shall be conducted in a profes-
sional and dignified manner, with maximum courtesy and 
respect for the inmate's person, and under sanitary condi-
tions. 

(d) No inmate shall be searched as punishment or disci-
pline except as provided by N.J.A.C. lOA:3-5.10. 

Amended by R.1997 d.41, effective January 21, 1997. 
See: 28 N.J.R. 4840(a), 29 N.J.R. 356(a). 

Added (c) and (d). 

l0A:3-5,4 Inspection of security devices 
(a) All bars and sashes, locks, windows, doors, lock boxes 

and other security devices shall be inspected daily to detect 
any tampering or defect. 

(b) Emergency keys shall be checked at least quarterly to 
determine that they work properly. 

(c) Inspections of security devices shall be conducted 
continuously and systematically but scheduled to avoid an 
observable or predictable routine. The results of all inspec-
tions shall be submitted in writing to the shift supervisor for 
review by the Director of Custody Operations. 

l0A:3-5.5 Metal detector searches 
(a) Searches of inmates by the use of metal detectors may 

be done routinely where necessary for security purposes. 
This may be a walk-through device or a handheld device 
which is passed over the fully clothed body of the inmate. 
The metal detector may also be utilized in conjunction with 
a strip search, as, for example, to pass the detector over the 
inmate's anal area. 

(b) Metal detector searches may be conducted by male or 
female officers. 

l0A:3-5.6 Pat search 
(a) A pat search shall be conducted while the inmate is 

fully clothed. A pat search includes both the touching of 
the inmate's body through clothing, including hair, denture,s, 
etc., and a thorough examination into pockets, cuffs, seams, 
etc., and all personal property in the inmate's possession. 

(b) Pat searches of inmates may be conducted at any time 
in the following circumstances: 

CORRECTIONS 

1. Prior to the departure or return of the inmate to or 
from any area where the inmate has had access to danger-
ous or valuable items; 

2. Prior to entering or departing the visiting room; or 

3. Under any other circumstances where conditions 
indicate a need for such searches, as, for example, upon 
departure of inmates from kitchen or dining areas. 

(c) In addition to the foregoing routine searches, a pat 
search may be conducted at any time when there is a 
reasonably clear indication that the inmate is carrying con-
traband. This search may be conducted only with prior 
approval of a supervisory level officer or staff member. 
Factors which may form the basis for such search may 
include: 

1. Personal observations of activities or conditions 
which may be interpreted in light of the correction offi-
cer's experience and knowledge of the inmate as indicat-
ing the possession of contraband; or 

2. Information received from a third party who is 
believed to be reliable. 

( d) Pat searches may be conducted by either male or 
female officers regardless of the sex of the inmate. 

Amended by R.1988 d.406, effective September 6, 1988. 
See: 20 N.J.R. 1331(a), 20 N.J.R. 2294(a). 

Changed frisk to pat. J 
Amended by R.1997 d.41, effective January 21, 1997. \__/ 
See: 28 N.J.R. 4840(a), 29 N.J.R. 356(a). 

In (b)l inserted reference to returning inmates; and in (b)2, inserted 
reference to departing visiting rooms. 

lOA:3-5.7 Strip searches 
(a) A strip search shall be conducted while the inmate is 

unclothed. A strip search includes a thorough and system-
atic examination of the inmate's body and orifices, including 
visual inspection of external genital and anal areas, as well 
as the inmate's clothing and all personal possessions. 

(b) Strip searches may be conducted in any of the follow-
ing circumstances: 

1. After a contact visit; 

2. Before an inmate enters or leaves the facility's main 
building, whether to go to a destination in the outside 
community or to a minimum security camp or farm area; 

3. Prior to the departure of the inmate from any area 
where the inmate has had access to dangerous or valuable 
items; 

4. Upon entering or leaving any close custody unit; 

5. During housing unit/wing searches; 

6. Before placement of an inmate under psychological V 
observation or suicide watch; or 
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