
NOTICE TO THE BAR

Fee Increase – Service by Mail in the Special Civil Part

TO: Assignment Judges
Civil Presiding Judges
Special Civil Part Supervising Judges

FROM: Philip S. Carchman, J.A.D.

SUBJ: Fee Increase – Service by Mail in the Special Civil Part

DATE: January 27, 2005

Recent amendments to N.J.S.A. 22A:2-37.1(a)(5) and -37.2 authorize the Administrative Director of the Courts to set the
amount of the fee to be charged for simultaneous service of the summons by certified and regular mail in Special Civil Part
cases. Pursuant to this legislative authority, and after analyzing the Judiciary’s expenses related to the service by mail
program, I have determined, following consultation with the Chief Justice, to increase the fee for service by mail in the
Special Civil Part from $4.00 to $6.00, per defendant, effective April 1, 2005.

As a result of past postage increases, the Judiciary has lost substantial amounts of money in its service by mail program.
For example, based on the current fee of $4.00 per defendant, approximately $1.6 million was collected for mail service in
the Special Civil Part in calendar year 2003, whereas the Judiciary incurred a cost of approximately $2.1 million to serve
Special Civil Part process by mail in that same period. Postage rates will rise again in 2005. The service by mail fee
increase will stem the Judiciary’s losses in operating this program and will accommodate the planned increase in postage
rates.

As you know, pursuant to Rule 6:2-3(b) and N.J.S.A. 2A:18-54, the summons and complaint in tenancy actions are served
personally by court officers and by regular mail; the fee increase thus does not apply to such service. In the rare case in
which the landlord believes that the tenant cannot be served at the premises that are the subject of the action, a recent
amendment to the rule became effective on September 1, 2004 that permits additional service to be made by certified and
regular mail at a second address; accordingly, the fee increase for simultaneous service by certified and regular mail will
apply in such instances.

Please note further that, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 22A:2-37.1(a)(5) and -37.2(d), the fee increase for certified and regular mail
will also apply to wage executions that are to be served on federal employers and that those fees will be turned over by the
clerk to the court officers in those vicinages where the Assignment Judge has determined that court officers will do the
mailings.

A copy of the Notice to the Bar advising of this fee increase is attached.
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