
SUPREME COURT OF NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO THE BAR

Re: Creation of Ad Hoc Committee on Bar Admissions

	The Supreme Court has created an Ad Hoc Committee on Bar Admissions to address a number of significant issues.
 Appellate Division Judge John E. Wallace, Jr., has agreed to serve as Chair. John J. Francis, Jr., Esquire, a former Chair
 of the Court’s Committee on Character, is the Vice-Chair. Committee members represent a cross-section of the bench
 and bar and will bring a broad range of experience to the work of the Committee. A roster of Committee members
 accompanies this Notice.

	Among the issues the Committee will consider are the following:

1. Drafting a proposal to establish an appropriate mechanism to permit qualified foreign-educated attorneys to take
 the New Jersey bar examination. This will entail assessing programs in other states and the use of supplemental
 educational programs from United States’ law schools. In addition, the Committee will have to assess the impact
 of such a program on non-ABA approved law schools in the United States, the graduates of which are not
 currently allowed to sit for the bar examination;

2. Considering whether the Court should adopt Rules authorizing the admission of out-of-state attorneys by motion
 and, if so, articulating the standards that should govern those Rules;

3. Reviewing the status and oversight of in-house counsel (and transactional attorneys generally) who are not
 admitted to the bar of New Jersey and making recommendations in respect of those attorneys;

4. Reviewing and assessing the issues and proposals being made in connection with Multi-Jurisdictional Practice
 initiatives (including that of the American Bar Association and the New Jersey State Bar Association);

5. Recommending how the current continuing legal education requirements might be restructured if the Court were
 to adopt substantive amendments generated by the previous issues; and

6. Considering any other issues that the Committee deems relevant to its charge.

The issues before the Committee are challenging. They have, in some instances, generated a great deal of interest and
 effort nationally and in other jurisdictions. To assist it in responding to the Court’s charge, the Committee will be
 reaching out to resources it deems necessary and appropriate. For some of the issues before the Committee (e.g., MJP
 questions), there will be interaction with the Supreme Court’s Commission on the Rules of Professional Conduct,
 which has just begun its work.

	Staffing for the Committee will be provided by the Supreme Court Clerk’s Office and the Supreme Court’s Bar
 Admissions Unit.

Stephen W. Townsend, Esq.

Clerk of the Supreme Court
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Two Committee Membership positions remain unfilled. They are for representatives of the:



1.	Garden State Bar Association

2.	Hispanic Bar Association of New Jersey
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