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I. Introduction 
 
 
(a) Summary of Significant Changes in Monitoring 
 
New Jersey continued its nearshore bottom trawl monitoring program that began in 1988.  
The survey provides fishery- independent data for the nearshore portions of Lobster 
Management Areas 4 and 5.  There were no significant changes in the monitoring 
program. 
 

(b) Summary of Significant Changes in Regulations 

A new minimum size regulation of 3 13/32 inches carapace length (CL) for lobsters in 
Lobster Management Area (LMA) 3 was implemented in accord with a schedule of 
annual 1/32 inch incremental increases to occur through 2008, which was promulgated 
by regulations adopted in 2002. 

The number of lobster traps authorized on New Jersey Lobster Pot Permits Type A, B, E, 
and F was changed from the number listed when the permit was issued to the number 
authorized by the permittee’s Federal Fisheries Permit for American lobster.  This 
change was adopted February 7, 2005. 

The diameter of circular escape vents required on lobster traps was increased from 2 ½ 
to 2 5/8 inches.  This change was adopted April 18, 2005. 

 
(c) Summary of Significant Changes in Harvest 
 
New Jersey does not require the reporting of lobster landings, however, the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) conducts a port sampling program in New Jersey that 
collects landings data from dealers.  Landings data from the NMFS web site (1950-2004) 
are provided in Table 1.  The 2005 NMFS landings are not available at this time.  
 
 
II. De minimus Status 
 
Although lobster landings reported by NMFS for New Jersey have averaged below 1% of 
the total coastal landings for recent years, de minimus status is not requested. 
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III. New Jersey’s Lobster Management Program for 2005 

(a) Fishery-Dependent Monitoring 

New Jersey did not conduct fishery-dependent monitoring in 2005 for lobster, nor does 
the NMFS port sampling program for New Jersey include the collection of biological 
data. 

(b)     Effort in the Lobster Fishery 

New Jersey has not monitored effort in the lobster fishery and has no immediate plans to 
do so. 

(c) Fishery-Independent Monitoring 

New Jersey’s nearshore coastal trawl survey began in 1988 and has maintained to the 
present an approximately bimonthly (five surveys per year) sampling program from 
Sandy Hook to Cape May.  The program consists of approximately 39 tows per survey 
and uses a stratified random sampling design based on the NMFS latitudinal grid 
boundaries and 30, 60 and 90 foot isobath longitudinal boundaries.  Figure 1 provides a 
map of the survey area and Table 2, Figure 2 and Figure 3 provide lobster catch per tow 
information for the period 1989-2005.  The survey data only apply to LMA 4 (strata 12-
17) because LMA 5 generally accounts for less than 5% of all lobster caught by the 
survey each year.  

(e) Regulations 

The regulations to control lobster fishing in New Jersey that were in effect in 2005 are 
given in  Attachment 1. 
 
A summary of New Jersey’s Limited Entry Lobster Pot Permit Program with the number 
of permits and pot allocations is provided in Attachment 2.  Commercial lobster pot 
permits are no longer issued, the commercial lobster fishery in New Jersey is closed.  The 
table has not yet been revised to show changes in pot allocations resulting from the 
change in authorization from the original New Jersey Lobster Pot Permit to the Federal 
Fisheries Permit. 
 
(d) Harvest Data 

Landings data (1950-2004) from the NMFS web site are provided in Table 1.  The 2005 
NMFS landings data are not available at this time.  New Jersey does not require reporting 
of lobster landings. 

New Jersey’s recreational lobster harvest is primarily by sport divers that frequent 
nearshore coastal wrecks and artificial reefs.  A survey of New Jersey's recreational dive 
boats and charter boats was conducted by the Division of Fish and Wildlife for 1991, 
1995 and 2000.  The surveys estimated that divers caught 21,000, 23,605 and 17,255 
lobster, respectively, for those years. 
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There are no data to assess non-harvest losses of lobsters.  
 
IV. New Jersey’s Lobster Management Program for 2006 

(a) Regulations 

A scheduled minimum size increase to 3 7/16 inches CL specific to lobster in LMA 3 will 
become effective on July 1, 2006. 

(b) Monitoring 

New Jersey will continue its fishery- independent coastal trawl program at current effort 
levels.  No fishery-dependent sea sampling is planned for 2006. 

(b) Changes from Previous Years 
 
No significant program changes from previous years are anticipated. 
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Table 1. NMFS Landings Query Results 
 

You Asked For the Following: 
Year :   From: 1950 To: 2004 

Species:  lobster, American 
State :   New Jersey 

 
Year Species Metric Tons Pounds  $ 

1950 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 196.0 432,100 153,758
1951 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 97.9 215,800 72,046
1952 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 166.2 366,300 108,375
1953 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 241.2 531,700 182,277
1954 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 295.9 652,400 205,613
1955 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 443.6 978,000 306,780
1956 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 403.0 888,500 296,092
1957 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 302.8 667,600 231,630
1958 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 449.2 990,300 332,228
1959 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 497.5 1,096,800 353,747
1960 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 621.5 1,370,100 475,327
1961 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 702.7 1,549,100 569,667
1962 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 395.0 870,900 368,645
1963 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 340.4 750,400 336,769
1964 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 481.1 1,060,600 516,301
1965 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 462.3 1,019,100 562,386
1966 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 346.6 764,100 513,506
1967 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 399.1 879,900 628,242
1968 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 549.4 1,211,300 976,455
1969 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 650.4 1,433,900 1,212,245
1970 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 832.6 1,835,600 1,738,873
1971 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 600.1 1,323,000 1,459,523
1972 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 593.4 1,308,100 1,827,794
1973 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 618.3 1,363,100 2,234,319
1974 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 540.3 1,191,200 1,915,797
1975 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 385.9 850,700 1,554,949
1976 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 292.8 645,600 1,236,162
1977 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 361.6 797,100 1,568,671
1978 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 419.7 925,300 1,873,715
1979 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 365.4 805,500 1,726,832
1980 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 231.6 510,600 1,132,488
1981 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 269.3 593,700 1,468,672
1982 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 383.9 846,300 2,198,530
1983 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 349.2 769,900 2,092,338
1984 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 420.8 927,700 2,608,277
1985 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 489.7 1,079,600 2,983,579
1986 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 509.4 1,123,000 3,445,970
1987 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 633.7 1,397,100 4,274,393
1988 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 706.4 1,557,300 5,163,529
1989 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 934.2 2,059,600 6,342,740
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1990 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 997.4 2,198,867 6,875,290
1991 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 758.9 1,673,031 5,384,929
1992 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 550.3 1,213,255 4,030,374
1993 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 411.2 906,498 3,187,690
1994 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 263.7 581,396 2,138,943
1995 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 274.9 606,011 2,115,893
1996 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 290.4 640,198 2,476,064
1997 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 389.4 858,426 3,298,044
1998 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 327.4 721,811 2,633,448
1999 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 422.3 931,064 3,632,081
2000 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 404.2 891,183 3,693,527
2001 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 263.0 579,753 2,471,324
2002 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 119.9 264,425 1,138,867
2003 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 95.2 209,956 1,028,464
2004 LOBSTER, AMERICAN 168.1 370,536 1,801,550
GRAND TOTALS: - 23,716.5 52,285,310 103,155,728
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 2.  Monthly abundance (mean number per tow) of American lobster in bottom trawl surveys of New Jersey coastal waters,
1988-2005.  (n = number of samples; SD = standard deviation; CV = coefficient of variation)

January April
Year n No./Tow SD CV Year n No./Tow SD CV
1989 12 1.0902 0.670 0.615 1989 13 0.5483 0.369 0.673
1990 12 0.2097 0.192 0.916 1990 14 1.6935 1.099 0.649
1991 13 2.5060 1.287 0.514 1991 14 0.4184 0.167 0.399
1992 13 1.9784 0.964 0.487 1992 16 0.5322 0.270 0.507
1993 12 1.7461 0.879 0.503 1993 16 0.7333 0.335 0.457
1994 12 1.3646 1.196 0.876 1994 15 0.4560 0.377 0.827
1995 12 7.2249 4.262 0.590 1995 15 0.9752 0.452 0.463
1996 13 0.5055 0.321 0.635 1996 15 1.1100 0.516 0.465
1997 13 1.7258 1.640 0.950 1997 15 1.1903 0.407 0.342
1998 12 1.3101 0.857 0.654 1998 17 4.0524 2.113 0.521
1999 12 0.8000 0.425 0.531 1999 15 0.1923 0.100 0.520
2000 12 0.4655 0.421 0.904 2000 15 0.7600 0.361 0.475
2001 12 0.1046 0.077 0.736 2001 15 0.3987 0.239 0.599
2002 13 0.3560 0.219 0.615 2002 15 0.7700 0.381 0.495
2003 12 0.0315 0.032 1.016 2003 15 0.2793 0.239 0.856
2004 12 0.0000 0.000 *** 2004 15 0.2550 0.226 0.886
2005 12 0.2215 0.126 0.569 2005 15 0.5060 0.307 0.607
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Table 2, continued
August

June Year n No./Tow SD CV
Year n No./Tow SD CV 1988 15 0.2169 0.155 0.715
1989 15 1.8395 0.617 0.335 1989 15 1.5123 0.333 0.220
1990 13 1.5855 0.862 0.544 1990 18 0.4415 0.202 0.458
1991 18 0.8780 0.406 0.462 1991 14 2.5234 0.903 0.358
1992 16 5.7147 2.360 0.413 1992 15 0.7159 0.279 0.390
1993 15 0.6619 0.400 0.604 1993 15 2.1336 1.053 0.494
1994 15 1.3712 0.636 0.464 1994 15 0.8979 0.257 0.286
1995 17 2.1537 0.878 0.408 1995 15 1.0690 0.771 0.721
1996 15 1.6978 0.510 0.300 1996 15 1.7169 0.733 0.427
1997 15 0.8459 0.690 0.816 1997 15 0.7377 0.228 0.309
1998 15 0.8244 0.381 0.462 1998 15 0.4275 0.219 0.512
1999 15 1.1995 0.569 0.474 1999 15 3.4379 2.838 0.826
2000 15 1.8304 0.766 0.418 2000 15 0.4133 0.253 0.612
2001 15 1.4607 0.354 0.242 2001 15 0.7903 0.567 0.717
2002 15 0.6719 0.315 0.469 2002 15 0.0615 0.063 1.024
2003 16 0.3398 0.207 0.609 2003 15 0.0000 0.000 ***
2004 16 0.2153 0.158 0.734 2004 15 0.2379 0.192 0.807
2005 15 0.0734 0.071 0.967 2005 15 0.1754 0.077 0.439



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 2, continued

October
Year n No./Tow SD CV
1988 15 3.7968 1.470 0.387
1989 13 2.2887 1.032 0.451
1990 8 0.0000 0.000 ***
1991 15 0.9785 0.699 0.714
1992 16 1.3565 0.623 0.459
1993 15 1.7560 0.779 0.444
1994 15 2.5695 0.217 0.084
1995 15 0.6317 0.292 0.462
1996 15 4.5378 3.584 0.790
1997 15 1.5204 0.903 0.594
1998 15 1.4075 0.700 0.497
1999 15 5.1142 4.473 0.875
2000 15 0.3550 0.221 0.623
2001 15 0.3275 0.176 0.537
2002 17 0.5297 0.283 0.534
2003 15 0.1592 0.089 0.559
2004 15 1.1038 0.639 0.579
2005 15 1.5612 0.951 0.609
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Figure 1.  New Jersey nearshore recreational fisheries resources stock assessment 
sampling locations. 
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Figure 2.  Annual Abundance of Lobster (all sizes) in Bottom Trawl Surveys of Northern New Jersey Coastal 
Waters (strata 12-17), 1989-2005
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Figure 3.  Annual Abundance of Lobster Pre-Recruits (73-82 mm CL) and Full Recruits (83+mm CL) in Bottom Trawl 
Surveys of Northern New Jersey Coastal Waters (strata 12-17), 1989-2005
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

NEW JERSEY REGULATIONS FOR AMERICAN LOBSTER 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 14 



 15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 17 

 



 18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 19 

 



 20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 22 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 23 

ATTACHMENT 2 
 

The following is a summary of the NJ limited entry regulations for the lobster pot fishery and permit allocations as of 
December 31, 2004: 
 

 
Permit Type  

 
Eligibility 

# of 
Permits  
Issued 

# of  
Pots  
Allocated 

ADOPTED:   10/02/00  
Type A Permit 
Allocation of 1,000 pots or based 
upon historic participation up to 
3,250 pots for Lobster 
Management Areas (LMA) 3, 4 
and 5 

1)  Possess a current (2000 or 2001) valid Federal Limited Access 
American Lobster Permit. 

 
2)  Document landings and sales of a minimum of 2,000 pounds of 
lobsters in New Jersey harvested by pot in any one calendar year 
during the period from March 25, 1991 to September 3, 1998. 
 
3)  To be eligible for a pot allocation above 1,000 pots under the Type 
A permit category, an applicant must document the maximum number 
of pots the vessel fished in total and in each LMA 3, 4 and 5. 

 
62 

 
88,200 

    
Type B Permit 
Allocation of 1,000 pots for LMA 
3, 4 and 5. 

1)  Possess a current (2000 or 2001) valid Federal Limited Access 
American Lobster Permit. 

 
2)  Document landings and sales of a minimum of 2,000 pounds of 
lobster in New Jersey harvested by pot in any one calendar year 
during the period from January 1, 1980 to March 25, 1991. 

 
       14 

 
14,000 

    
Type C Permit  
Allocation of 500 pots only in 
New Jersey State waters of 
LMAs 4 and 5. 

1) Possess a valid NJ Lobster/Fish Pot License in any one calendar 
year during the period from January 1, 1980 to September 3, 1998. 

 
2) Document landings and sales of a minimum of 2,000 pounds of 
lobster in New Jersey harvested by pot in any one calendar year 
during the period from January 1, 1990 to September 3, 1998.  
 

 
12 

 
6,000 

    
 ADOPTED 09/17/01   
Type D Recreational Lobster 
Pot Permit  
Allocation of 10 lobster pots only 
in State waters of LMA 4 and 5 
and limited to six lobster per 
person per day  

 
1) No qualifying criteria – must possess a current New Jersey 
Lobster/Fish Pot License. 
 

 
57 

 
570 

    
Type F Permit  
Allocation based on the 
remaining New Jersey lobster pot 
allocation (156,000) as 
established by the ASMFC after 
the Type A, B and C allocations 
have been established; will not 
exceed 800 pots for LMA 3, 4 
and 5.  

1) Possess a current (2000 or 2001) valid Federal Limited Access 
American Lobster Permit. 
 
2)  Document landings and sale of a minimum of 2,000 pounds of 
lobster in New Jersey harvested by pot in any one calendar year 
during the period from September 3, 1998 to December 31, 2000. 
 

 
8 

 
6,400 

   
          ADOPTED 08/19/02  

Type E Permit  
Allocation based on the 
remaining New Jersey lobster pot 
allocation as established by the 
ASMFC after type A, B, C and F 
allocations have been 
established; will not exceed 500 
pots for LMA 3, 4 and 5.  Total 
reduced NJ allocation = 117, 000 
pots. 

1) Possess a current (2000 or 2001) valid Federal Limited Access 
American Lobster Permit. 
 
2) Document landings and sale of a minimum of 500 pounds of lobster 
in New Jersey harves ted by otter trawl in any one calendar year during 
the period from January 1, 1980 to September 3, 1998. 
 

 
12 

 
2,400 

 
               TOTAL # OF COMMERCIAL PERMITS ISSUED & TOTAL # OF POTS ALLOCATED  

 
109 

 
117,000 





 


