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Gentlemen: 

In accordanoe with the provisione of Chapter 39a4-6 

of the Revised Statutes, I submit herewith a report of the 

activities of the Motor Vehioie Departmeut tor· the ,_r 1940. 

Respec-tf'ully • 
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~I'NTRE>DUCTlON 

The :Motor 'V:ehide Department :being :~an 'a:dtniriistr:ati:ve ,office dea:liQg ·:in · 
large sums of money, attention is directed to .re~eipts ':for .'the ,.-ear. · 

iGross ·revenue ~teached ;:an· all~.time .:high;:of ·$22;898;439:·37,·-an ;iucnease of 
:6.'5 ·per ·cent :over ~the ~p:r;evious' year. 

The ·number of motor··vehicle ·registrations ana drivers' lkenses ·also 'broke 
.existing ·.re·cords. ·;·VehiCle registrations totaled 1~117;320, ·an increase .. ·of ·5:6 
·per .cent and 'the ·number cif drivers ·wa:s 1;365;036, ·a iise 6£ S.9 :peccent. 

The low .. qperati~g cost ;uf .the ~Dc;par.tment 'is .shown ·~~Y the Jegislated 
appropriation of"$1,848,994, representi11:g about eight cents out of each dollar 
·collected, arid comparing favorably with _private in'dustcy. On the ·other hand, 
it· is ·a.· fact that an :additional appropriation would permit the De.partment , to 
·render better public service and to :conduct a. more rounded ~highway .·safety 
program which would reduce . the ·estimated '25 n1illion dollar economic loss 
from motor vehicle accidents. The public is unquestionably entitled to ·greater 
service .in~ return ·for its ;,automobile· fees. · 

In ·ranking the .. :pedestrian ·accident problem as of :first importance, ~as 
· mentioned in· the '1939 r(;!pOrt, ·.the D(;!partment ··carried ~on ~a _program ·of ·chan­

nelized activjty that .resulted :.durif!g the: year ·in a three ·per certt reductiun 
. in pedestrian·falalitiesand atwo_percent·d.ecrease· in the number of pedestrians 

injuretl. 'With ·adequate 'funds, it is 'likeJy :that the 'Department could brit?-g 
about a comparable reduction in the number ·of collision accidents, which are 
the:.acoidents ·next -:in tseriousness to· those :inv:olving··pedestria:ns. · 

'.:Agitation was ·stro11gly _ revivea dufil!g :the y.ear for- periodic re.::examina­
tion of -drivers ·with ·public ··sentiment, as crystallized by ·the newspapers, 
:appearing :to ::have rr:ea:ched a ~point· that'· will .give· ready ~acc:eptance to '· af!y 
:sound ·program for: its obJect the .. -determining ofrthe -.corttinued:·qu~lifi­
.cations .necessary; to safely .~operate :a :motor ·vehicle. 

rit ·takes "far too· much ,;for ~granted ·to"assume Jhat 'because a ~,person was 
found to be a fit driver "on a certain occasion when "he was exami:ne'd, ··he 
·necessarily -remains ;equally: fit:for·the·rest~of. his life. Just::as-_per.iodic"examina­
tion ··has .:disclosed ;apparently ,:fit ··motor wehides to. have: faults, :so ·periodic 

· ··examinat.ion of:~dfivers \\Will ;.disclose them ·_to~ have ·'dangerous faults. 

'Manufacturers ··have 'done .their. best. to make 'motor cars .controllable· and 
safe; inspection has provided the means for keeping them-mechanically -·safe, 
and eQgineeri~g has:~gone far to improve the safety of the highways and to 
control traffic movement at congested points. Progressive administration of 
the motor vehicle .laws recognizes the importance 'of proper motor vehicle 
operation and it is an established fact that the driver can do more to prevent 
highway accidents than· all of the aforementioned factors combined. 
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I am convinced that re-examination of drivers at stated intervals, for 
the purpose of determining their continued fitness to. operate a motor vehicle, 
has its place in any well-rounded safety program. The adoption of such a· 
plan would be acceptable but under no circumstances should it be undertaken 
without provision being first made for adequate funds to properly administer 
the plan.· I feel, too, that there should be no further tax on the motorist for 
the expense of re-examination. · 

The Department recognized- the importance of the human factor in another 
activity during the year when it tightened the requirements to qualify -for the 
privilege of an initial operator's license, particularly in the driving test. As 
the result of subjecting applicants to more rigid driving examination urider 
everyday traffic -conditions and rating their ability by their observance of 
signs, signals and markings, as well as capacity· for ordinary control of the 
vehicle, rejections increased 135 per cent over the previous year. 

A still ·further expansion of the initial driver's examination is promised 
for the near· future, this time in the visual test. The proposed tests will more 
accurately determine the condition of the driver's vision than the test now in 
use, since it will reveal ability to judge distance and field of vision as well as 
_the ordinary visual acuity test. 

The steadily increasing demands on the Department for information con­
,cerning motor vehicle registrations and -drivers' licenses point to the pos­
. sibility of a new source of revenue. The bureau handling these inquiries, 
known as the Look-Up Division, operates 24 hours each day and renders 
prompt service to the police and general public. During the year 577,929 
requests were received through the police telautograph, telephone and mails 
and each month the business is increasing._ · · 

. Since the handling of these "loo~-ups" requires the services of a large 
staff of clerks, the Legislature might well consider a proposal 'fixing a nominal 
fee for each inquiry exempting, of course, inquiries from the police. 

Attention is called to the inadequate quarters in which the Motor Vehicle 
Department is functioning. The allotted floor space has not kept step with 
the i~creasing business expansion of the Department, with the result that 
cramped working conditions exist that would not be tolerated in private 
industry. The need_ for additional floor space is imperative! 

As in past years, the Department is deeply· indebted to outside sources 
for helping to keep the subject of safety alive. The newspapers ·have given 
generously of their space, the radio broadcasting stations -their tim'e and the 
outdoor advertising industry their facilities, all of whichhas helped materially 

- to carry the safety message direct to ~he people. 

ARTHUR w ~ MAGEE. 
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LICENSES, REGISTRATIONS AND TOTAL REVENUE 

The number of motor vehicles registered, persons licensed to drive and 
gross income of the Motor V ehide Department exceeded ~11 previous records 
during t~e year 1940. · 

Car registrations totaled 1,117,320, an increase of 5.6 per cent over the 
previous year. 

The number of licensed drivers was 1,365,036, an increase of 5.9 per cent 
over 1939. 

Department revenue reached $22,898,439.37, including $1,004,902.00 from 
the third year's operation of motor vehicle inspection. Gross revenue increased 
6.5 per cent over the year 1939. 

Following is a two-year comparison of registration, licensed operators and 
gross income : 

REGISTRATIONS, LICENSES AND REVENUE 

1939 
ITEMS 

1940 
ITEMS 

1939 
FEES 

1940 
FEES 

Passenger Vehicles ........•...•..••....••. 
"No Fee" Registrations to Motor· Vehicle, 

887,753 942,103 $10,056,775.35 $10,760,367.95 

State and Local Police Departments ...... . 
"No Fee" Registrations of State, County, 

Federal and Municipal owned vehicles ..... 
Commercial Vehicles ..•.......•............ 
Farmer Commercial Vehicles •.........•••. ·. 
Undertaker Vehicles •...................•.. 
Omnibus Vehicles ......................... . 
Trailer Registrations · ...................... . 
Motorcycles .............................. . 
Dealers (Auto and M; C.) ............... .. 
Agricultural Tractors· ..................... . 

1is:s2o 
15,078 

755 
7,468 
7,716 
4,915 
2,478 

621 

455 

12,579 
121,852 

15,342 
748 

7,632 
8,235 
4,980 
2,567 

827 

·TOTAL REGISTRATIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,045,604 1,117,320 

Duplicate Certificates . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . ..... . 
Transfers and Exchanges ................. . 
Duplicate Tags .(Auto and M. C.) .......... . 
Auto. Driver Licenses .......•................ 
Motorcycle Driver Licenses • ......•........ 

r.~~;:ge: ,~·e·r~i.t~. : :.: : : : : :.: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
No Fee Auto Dnver L1censes ...•......•.. 

"No Fee" Motorcycle Driver Licenses ...... . 
"No Fee" Transfers ...................... . 

28,590 
266,975 

17,791 
1,300,795 

4,974 
238,591 

27,536 
309,205 

18,421 
1,365,036 

4,715 
269,018 

.. "728 
865 

1,180 

TOTAL ITEMS ISSUED BY AGENTS.... 2,903,320 3,114,024 

3;s97,4ss:oo 
228,919.25 

19,540.50 
336.071.50 
337;997 .50 

9,630.00 
61,740.00 

1,863.00 

28,590.00 
576,542.55 

17,772.00 
3,902,385.00 

4,974.00 
119,295.50 

4:o4i;s·o·9·.oo 
235,404.50 

19,440.00 
343,003.50 
384,577.50 

9,960.00 
63,935.00 

2,481.00 

27,536.0() 
672,648.50 

18,404.50 
4,095,108.00 

4,715.00 
134,509.00 

3,152.68 

~~~~ffie~t~~pfe~·::::: :,:::::::::: ·.::::::::::::::::: ·:: :·::::::::::: 23i:~~~:~g 23I;~~~:g~ 

~~~E;~v~xt~:~}~e~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: li:H~J~ 
2

!:Hi:~! 
Miscellaneous Receipts ....•......... ·: .......................... ___ 15_,017.49 ___ 1_6_,0_6_6_.1_5 

$19,873,182.71 $21,095,746.92 

~~~i~; ~T!Tsi~~vi.s~~~.:::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::: S~~:~jt~~ 
~u~~ :f::~n~i~i~f~o~·::::::::::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::::::: 97~;~~~:~8 

------
$21,503,416.86 

·9 

694.859.25 
101,056.20 

1,875.06 
1,004,902.00 

$22,898,439.37 



1940 ·FINANCLAL STATEMENT-APRIL l, fl-940 TO '.MARCH :31, lf9'41 

Paid State Treasurer, 1940 account ....•..... :. • . . . . . . . . . • . • • • . . . . $20,713,120.33 
On deposit March 31, 1941, on account 1941 collections . . . . . . . . . . . . • 17,099,2J9.45 
Commissions paid to ·agents, on ·account 1940 Commissions . . . . • • . . . . 374,454.64 
Refunds for errors in rating 1940 registrations . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . • . . . 8,171.95 
Collections April 1, ·1940 to March ·31, 1941, account -1940 business... f$'21,'0.9Si·7:46~92 
Collections March 1, 1941 to March 31, 1941, on account 1941 business----~--- -17,099,239.45 

$38,194,986.37 . $38,194,986.37 

YEARLY RECEIPTS OF DEPARTMENT-1906-1940 
-TOTAL RECEIP-TS '-FROM 'ALL SOURCES~TOTAL .R$GI·STRATIONS rkND 

LICENSED DRIVERS 

MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS 
'YEAR -RE'GI:STRATIONS LICJ<;NSED .GROSS ·RECEIP.TS 

1'906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914' 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 

·1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927' 
19'28 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 

*1938 
*1939 
*1940 

-13,759 
17,619 
21,948 

. 35,552 
;49;931 
43~056 
43,919 
49,458 
60,248 
78,232 

.1 04,341 
134,964 
163,519 
190,873 

'227,737 
272,994 
342,266 
427.166 
504,516 

. 579,978 
651,416 

. 712,402 
·765,730 
832,102 
852,703 
869,613 
860,769 
851,502 
875,978 
900,164 

. 956,482 
1,008,909 
1,024,096 
1,045;604 
1,1-17,320 

'15;269 
18,085 
20,545 
28,178 
34;936 
44,341 
51,145 
55,246 
70,313 

100,126 
137,855 
177,5'68 
201,022 
251,539 
294,438 
348,886 
410,700 
501,518 
581,472 
661,306 
739,519 
814;593 
881,552 
965;242 

1,024,166 
1,063,062 
1,054;583 
1,043;185 
1,065,990 
1,097,072 
1,155;214 
1,224,557 
1,259,016 
1,300,795 
1,365,036 

* Fiscal year ending :March 31~t of:foliowing year. 

ro 

:c$67 ;o6J:oo 
'92,763.25 
1:88;7-42;94 
247,424.21 
322,649.6'6 
413,786.27 
496.fi'r,3, 15 . 
661,084.40 
814,535.JU 

1,063,207 .i 1 
1,402,695.05 
1,923,163.65 
2,431,756.70 
2,931,902.15 
3,503,936.70 
4,106,650.48 
'6,484,038.68 
7,981,022.56 
9,277,402.06 

10,515;323.40 
11;870,529.19 

·'12,963,540.72 
13,569,028.7 4 
'14,803,015.62 
15,368,194.15 

'15,880,346.03 
.15,413;227 .. 75 
15,004,784.37 

'15,254;085.48 
16;724,147.05 
17;949,027~56 
19,369,9_40.61 
20,510,59 3.06 
21,503,416,86 
22,898;439~37 





Each Inspection Period discloses a surprising number of vehicles in operation with broken steering knuckles, as above .. 



VEHICL·E ~iNSPECTIONS 

The Testing Division has, ,completed its ~tliir.cl ,year of 'inspecting all· motor 
vehicles registeredjn New Jersey and operated· on its highways; except motor:.. 
cycles ·and buses under the jurisdiction of· the Board of Public Utility Com-
missioners. 

I)uring :the year., no·dianges ·wo·rthy. of:mention were found necessary in 
the inspeCtion ·requirements. As would 'be expected, acquired experiente 
brought about more than ·a few impro"Vements ·not only :in testing procedure 
but also ·in enforcement .. However, most _:of the credit for the increased 
smootl'!ness of the inspection program should .go to the. motoring ·public whose 
co-operation, on the whole, has been. most gratifying. 

As usual, there were two designated inspection. periods which of necessity 
were related to the registrationyear-rather than to the calendar year. Since 
the annua:l .renewal of registrations commenced on ·February 1, the desig­
·natetl periods were ·February 1 to July 31,.and August 1 to January 31, 1941. 

Despite a more than 10. per cent. increase in motor vehide registrations in 
the .past three years, the original testing facilities are still adequate except 
in the northern part of Hudson County, where .there is dire need for another 
inspection lane. ·Previous· efforts to secure -additional facilities in· that locality 
were unsuccessful but another attempt will be made with the new Legislature. 

'N otwithstantling theJpassage of 10,500;ooo:vehicles, in three. years, through 
the 28 stations, for ·an average of 23'3,J33 vehicles ·fo'r 'each of the 45 lanes, 
there has been remarkably little ·.vvear o·r breakage of the testing .equipment. 
}'or those who rriight 'be statistically inclined, it is pointed out 'that if all 
of the vehicles handled were lined up in sirigle file, bumper to bumper, with 
no ·spaCing 'between, ·they would extend a distance of 35,000 'miles, or about 
one and a half times ·around·' the earth at ·the equator, and the average number 
'of vehicles· handled pe·r land would 'extend ·777 miles. 

'Due to improved conditions in industry, ·there has ... been more than -the 
average loss of trained and· experienced personnel. To date, JO men ·have 
joined the Armed Forces of the·. United States, but their .jobs -are' beirig hdd 
open for them with temporary .. employees filling in meanwhile. Because 6£ 
'the previously mentioned considerable· increase in ·registrations, at least 12 
more employees shc;mlcl be added to the original complementof 281 examiners. 

· 'Efforts are being made ·to secure this necessary additional help. 
, , The leases on many of the 28 inspection stations expire: within. the ye;ar 

and the State House Commission will be consulted as to· its \vishes concerning 
the several options in said leases. When and if· the leases are renewed, it is 

. 'intended to seek needed additional office and locker-room space in many- of the 
stations. Examinations of applicants for drivers' licenses are conducted' per a 
schedule in ·35 municipalities. At 13 ·of these locations, -armories were used 
'for 't}1e written examinations, but such use has been terminated by the mili:­
. tary authorities, ·making it necessary in most cases to secure privately-owned 
faCilities .. As a result~ consideration is· be.ing given to· the possibility of .:pro-



viding additional facilities at some of the inspection stations for the purpos.e 
of conducting driver examinations. 

The New Jersey Vehicle Inspection Program from the beginning has 
been watched and studied by officials and other interested persons from coast 
to coast. Many such persons have come great distances to see the program 
in operation. This interest seems to be increasing month after month arid 
during the year it is necessary to devote considerable time to distinguished 
visitors and to answering correspondence inquiries about the program .. 

Appended is. a fable ·of inspection results for the two periods of the 1940 
registration year, but the statistics for the second period are not complete· or 
final be<;ause the period had not quite ended at the deadline of this report. 
The outstanding features of the table follow : · 

(a) The various percentages of· rejections, item by item, are remarkably con­
sistent with the findings of the previous two years. This makes it possible 
to predict the number of the various vehicle defects that will be found for 
some years to come, because altogether too many owners will not maintain 
their vehicles in safe condition except under compulsion. 

(b) In the first inspection period of this year, the percentage of cars approved 
on initial examination ·crossed the SO per cent mark for the first time,: the per:.. 
centage being 50.6; but, for the second period, it fell back to 48.4. The cor:.. 
responding percentages for the previous periods were 35.2, 42.1, 46.0 and 44.94. 

To insure an air-tight program, the Department requires the surrender 
of the registration cards and license plates of those vehicles not presented ,for 
·inspection. A registration voluntarily surrendered by an owner is received 
witho1.1t prejudice and is returned promptly upon request when and if the 
owner is ready· to present the vehicle for inspection. In cases of fl~grant 
violations ofthe law, the registrations are revoked and the registration cards 
and license plates picked up. Altogether, 44,071 registrations were sur­
rendered, or picked up, during the year. Of this total 6,186 were· returned 
promptly upon request when the owners presented evidence of their intention 
to have their vehicles inspected and approved. A survey of the 37,885 regis­
,trations remaining on hand reveals that .a surprisingly large percentage were 
'issued for vehicles of an average age of over 10 years which apparently have 
.outlived their usefulness or now do not warrant the cost of putting them in 
condition to pass inspection. · · 

Since its inception, the inspection program has guarded against the motor­
ing public .being mulcted by the purchase of unlawful or spurio~ts .. and 
worthless catch-penny' gadgets and accessories, such as counterfeit he<,tdlamp 
and tail-lamp lenses. A conspicuous example made its appearance upon the 
market in the past year in the form of a blackjack of lethal design and con­
struction. Several hundred. of these devices were cof).fiscated at the inspection 
stations but few have. been found lately. Sipce most of the purchasers went 
to the vendors and demanded their money back, it is probable that such 
devices as remained in stock have been shipped to other parts of the. country 
where they can be peddled without molestation. Coincidental with · the 
appearance of the devices in question, a considerable number of homemade. 
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HOSE TROUBLES DISCOVERED BY INSPECTIONS-Shown are a clogged hydraulic brake 
hose and a collapsed vacuum brake hose both resulting in complete loss of braking effort. Item to right 
is a windshield wiper hose eaten through by a mouse which had its nest behind instrument panel. 





blackjacks and bludgeons were found in vehicles and as quickly confiscated. 
These constitute quite a museum. Incidentally, the carrying of any such 
devices in a motor vehicle, except under a permit, is a misdemeanor. 

A wealth of additional evidence continues to prove that inspections pro­
·vide a check upon the quality of work turned out by the service end of the 
automotive industry. 

Aside from the other benefits of motor vehicle inspections, the testing 
set-up provides the Department with a splendid medium for making direct 
contact with the State's million-odd motorists. Advantage of this was taken 
in both periods during the year to place in the hands of owners and drivers 
safety literature specially prepared for this purpose by the Department. 

In the Traffic Engineering section: of this report will be found a chart 
graphically indicating the trend of traffic deaths over a period of years. A 
study of the appended table of inspection results, even without seeing at first 
hand some of the hair-raising, unsafe items discovered at the inspection sta­
tions, leads to the conclusion that the inspection program has played no 
small part in the favorable record of the past three years. In addition to a 
reduction for three years of well over ten million dollars in· economic losses 
due to traffic accidents, the present favorable accident experience has resulted 
in greatly lowered insurance rates and an actual monetary saving. running into 
seven figures to· those owners carrying coverage. · 

REPORT OF VEHICLES INSPECTED 1940 REGISTRATION YEAR 

Distribution *1st Period 
Approved on Initial Examination •.••... 
Approved on Re-Examination .......... . 
Rejected on Initial Examination ....... . 
Rejected· on Re-Examination . ; .... · .... . 
"NO FEE" Vehicles Approved ........ . 
"NO FEE" Vehicles Rejected •........ 

TOTAL HANDLINGS .......... . 1,651,910 

NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL CARS 

Per Cent Per Cent 

**2nd Period 
491,580 
501,017 
523,957 
174,687 
. 7,234 

1,995 

1,700,470 

Approved on Initial Examination ••..... 50.6 502,678 48.4 491,580 
Rejected on. Initial Examination ..•.... 49.4 490,766 51.6 523,957 

TOTALS 993,444 1,015,537 

APPROVALS 

Approved on Initial Examination 
Approved on Re-Examination •......... 

TOTALS 

HANDLINGS 

502,678 
477,988 

980,666 

*1st Period . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,651,910 
**2nd Period .............•....... ·..•.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,700,470 

TOTALS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,352,380 

*1st Peri~d-February 1, 1940 to July 31, 1940. 
**2nri Period-August· I, 1940 to February 28, 1941. 
NOTE-Figures for second period incomplete. Inspection still in progress. 
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1.940 REASONS FOR REJ.ECTIQNS 

1st Period 
· ·Per Cent 

1. Registration and License Cards 
2~. Steering Alignment ...•...••..••••• 
3: Steering Operabon •••..•...••. · ••. 
4. V.ehicle Dimensions ......••...•• 
5. Display of LiCense .........• 
6. Examination of All 
7. Obstruction to Vision .........•••• 
8; Horn ........................••. 
9. Windshield Cleaners .....•..••..•. 

1:0. Rear- V:iew. Mirror ................. . 
11. E.'!Chaust System •...............•. 
1-2. Miscellaneous ••......•........... 
13. Head Lights ..................... . 

. 14~ Auxiliary Driving Lights ...... ; .. . 
· 15. Light Outp_ut ......... , .......... · 

16. Parking and Other Lights ......... . 
17. Rear and Stop Lights ..•.••........ 
18~ Bulbs .......................... . 
19. W·iring. and Switching ........... . 
20; Reflex Reflectors . , .............. . 
2.1. . Direction Signals ...•........•.... 
22. Service Brake .......... , ......... . 
23; Parking Brake .... , .•..•....••.•... 
24. Brake Equalization ..•.•...• ' •••... 
25'. Ped~ · an,d Lever Reserve · . : ....•.•. 

21;371 
39,045 
70,071 

47 
23,345. 
21,038 

5,284 

1~:~-~~ 
2,140) 

18,360 
42,413~ 

328,869. 
12,539 

139;514. 
. 19,562 
135,0?5. 

26,340 
24,305-

'420 
1,517 

111,751 
29,794 

189,768 
67,540 

---...,...,.-
TOTA:LS • • . . . • . . . . . • . . . . • • • • 1,3_51,231 
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1.6 
2.9 }·. 
5.2. 

1.7 
1.6 

.4 
.• 5 

1.0 
.2. 

1.4 
3·.1 

24:~ } 

1~J_ . 
10.0 

2.0 
1.8 

.1 

~J 1 
14.0. ~~ s.o. 

9.7 

50.8 

29.5. 

2nd P.eriodsJ 
Per Cent 

11,966 
'45.993 
78,611 

30. 
29,351 
27,493, 

9,138 
7;915; 

22,223 
2,569. 

'22,753 

.83 
3.21 t 
5.50 J 

2.05_ 
1;92 
.64 
.55 

1.55 
.18 

1.60 
3.10 

8.71 

44;308 
334,372. 
. 14,897· 
135,060 
23,200 

154,892 
27 ;891 
24,989. 

264 
1,880 

119,936 
33,885 

180,391 
78,568~ 

2·3.34, 
1.04 
9.41 
1.62 

10.82 
1.95 
1.74 

.02 

.13 

} 49.92 

8.361 
2.36 .. , 12.60 
5.48· J 



A few types of thermany weapons discovered during vehicle inspections. It is a misdemeanor to carry 
· · one of these devices in a vehicle without a lawful permit to do so. 





DRIVER'S· LICENSE. REVO€ATlONS. AND HEARINGS 

During the ·past 23 years the Department has revoked the operating 
privilege of 76,277 persons for various infractions of the Motor Vehicle and 
Traffic· Laws. During the year 1940, revocations totaled 5;700, a 14.4 per 
cent increase over. the preceding year. 

Y earl~ revocations over the· 23 year peri0d were as. follows : 

Year' Revocations Year Revocations 

1918'; ...•......••.•••••.. 702 1930 .................... 4,949 
1.9-19: ..................... 707 1931 . ................... 4,993 . 
1920' .................... 770 1932' . ................... 4;034 
1921 .................... 956 1933 . ................... 3,294 
1-922.' •.••.....••. •.• •••••. 931 1934 .................... 2,863 
1923 .................... 2,080 1935 ···················· 3,281 
1924 .................... 2,429 1936 ····················· 4,125 
19.25· .................... 2;886. 1937 ····················· 5,876 
1926 .................... 2,750 1938 .· ................... 5,336 
1927 3,98T 1939, .................... 4,980 
1928.::::::::::::::::::: :· ~.657 1940 ....... , ............... 5,700, 
19291 ..................... 4,99·1' --

TOTAL •••••••••.•••. 76,277-

The exact nature of the revocations and the causes for which they were 
. ordered over the past four years follow : 

CAUSES FOR THE LICENSE REVOCATIONS 

Driving while intoxicated .-, ... , ..•. _, .......... . 
Reckless driving ........... , , , , ............... . 
Speeding .............. · .... , ........•......... 
Fatal accidents , . , . , , ..... , .. , ...... , .... .- .. . 
Oo,taining lic.ense while on revoke.d list ..... , .. . 
Habitual violators ........ • .. , ...... ,.; ....... . 
Failure to appear .............. · ...... , . , .... . 
Failure to p_ay_ fines .... , . ,_, ... , ... · ............ . 
Ueaving•scene·of: accident· .. , .......... ,.,., ... . 
Misstatement. of facts. on application, .......... . 
I;arceny, receiving and driving without consent,. 
Defective· vision ....... , , .................. , ...... . 
Physically or mentally unfit .................. . 
Fraud at· examinations .. , ......... , , · ......... . 
Drivin5 without license ... , , . , , .... · ....... ; .. , 
Misrepresenting ag_e .... , ....... , , , ........... . 
Permanent revocations, bad records , ......... , . 
Failure to report change of address .... , ...... . 
Careless driving ......... , , . , , , , . , ............ . 
Other violations . , ........... , , . , , , ... , ...... , , 

~9.40, 

1,295 
413 
386 
223 

85 
815 
901 

7.8 
81 
22 

150' 
14" 

158 
45 
93 

7 
3 

146 
307 
478 

5',700 

DRUNKEN DRIVE~ 

1939 

1,256 
413-
412 
205 

51 
478 
720 

99 
61' 
31. 

111 
9, 

99 ' 
31 
56 

2 
6 

122 
157 
661 

4,980 

1938. 

1,425-
447.-
406 
322 
101 
526 
760 
136 

69. 
21. 
97 
12 
92 
33 
65 

6 
8 

810 

5,3~36. 

1937' 

1,69.0. 
493 

. 708•' 
366 

60 
703 
797 
so 
81 
44 
85 
12' 
87 
57 
55 
25 

3 . 

·s6o 
5,876: 

The: campaign against "drunken driving" continued unabated during 
the year, there being 1,295 operators· convicted. of this serious offense! . 
This cause led. all other offenses for which licenses were revoked by the 
Department. 
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I. 

In the past 23 years,- 27,890 drivers; licenses have been revoked under 
this law. Following is ayearly record of drunken driving revocations during 
the 23 year period : 

Year Revocations Year Revocations 

1918 ....... " ................. 135 1930 . ..................... 2,095 
1919 .................... 115 1931 .................... 2,089 
1920 ..................... 314 1932 ..................... 1,432 
1921 ....................... 430 1933 ..................... 1,227 
1922 ········*············ 352 1934 ..................... 1,443 
1923 ..................... 832 1935 ..................... 1,305 
1924 . . .. . ~ .................... 971 1936 ...................... 1,534 
1925 ...................... 1,155 1937 .................... 1,690 
1926 ..................... 1,259 1938 ........................ 1,425 
1927 ........................ l,640 1939 ...................... 1,256 
1928 ....................... 1.952 1940 ............. 4 ••••••• 1,295 
1929 .................... --2,044 

TOTAL ••••..•....... 27,890 

In classifying the "drunken driving" revocations, figures are revealed 
that show the total New Jersey residents arrested· in New Jersey, ·the total 
arrested in other states, the total of those not. possessing a driver's license 
arrested in New Jersey and the total of non-residents arrested and .convicted 
here. The table with comparisons follows: 

STUDY OF DRp-NKEN DRIVER REVOCATIONS 

Classification 1940 1939 1938 1937 

New Jersey residents arrested in New Jersey 941 .1,071 1,284 
New Jersey residents arrested in other states ... 78 105 8/: 
New Jersey residents not holding drivers' licenses 

placed upon prohibitory list ................. 127 112 109 158 
Non-r:esidents arrested in New Jersey •........• 126 125 140 lfil 

1,295 1,256 1,425 1,6510 

Of interest, too, are the following tables showing the totals .and the states 
where New Jersey residents were arrested and convicted for this offense, 
together with one showing non-residents and the states they come from : 

RESIDENTS ARRESTED OUT OF THE STATE 

IN 

New York ......•........................ 
Pennsylvania •........•......••..•....... 
J\1assachusetts ...............•........ · ... 
Delaware .....•..••..............•••••... 

~i;~~i!ic~~ .. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Rhode Island . . . . . . . . .................. . 
Maryland . . . . . . . . . .•... · ·. · ..... · · · · · · 

· :!\Iaine· . . . . . . . • . ..............•........ 
North Carolil"-:. ......•............•.......• 
New Ham:-.snire ..•...•............•...... 
South Carolina ...•..............•.•...... 
District of Columbia .... · ..........• ; ..•... 
Tl"nnesst;e .-.: ..•....•..•......••...•..•... 
West Vtrgtnta .................•.•...•... 
Florida ..............•...........•... : .•. 
Georgia •................................. 
?viichigan ........................... : ... . 
Kentucky ........• · •............•......... 
Canada ..........••...•............. • ..•.. 

16 

1940 

19 
31 
4 
1 
4 

10 
0 
1 
0 
7 
2 
1 
0 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

87 

1939 

.11 
28 
11 

3 
12 

3 
0 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

78 

1938 

22 
36 
9 
5 
5 
5 
4 
8 
3 
1 
3 
3 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

105 

1937 

18 
30 
8 
3 
4 
7 
1 
8 
1 
5 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

87 



NON-RESIDENT VIOLA'r6RS AND WHERE THEY RESIDE 

IN 1940 

New York . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 41 
Pennsylvania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 
Maryland ....................... -........ 2 
Delaware . . . . . . . . . ... 0....... . . . . . . . . . 1 
Connecticut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Massachusetts .. 0 ••••••• 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 
District of Columbia· ... :. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
Illinois ............................. 0 • • 2 
Georgia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
Nebraska o.................... . . . . . . . . 0 
Florida . . . . • . . . . . 0 •••••••••••• 0. 0. 0 
Michigan ............................ 0 0 0. 0 
Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
Alabama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
South Carolina ............ _. . . 0 • • • • • • • • • • 0 
Indiana ....... o .... o ........... o........ 0 
Idaho ................................ 0.. 0 
North Carolina . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Maine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
Rhode Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Arkansas ...... o •••• 0.................... 0 
Ohio 0 0.................................. i 
Washington ...•...... 0 0 •••••••••••••••• _. • 1 

125 

1939 

49 
57 

1 
1 
6 
0 
1 
1 
2 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 

125 

1938 

60 
69 

1 
2 
0 
0 
0 
1 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

140--

The sex of the violators 1s given by the fopowing table : 

SEX OF VIOLATORS 

1940 1939 l 1938 

Males ~ ••••••• 0 0 ••••••• •. 0 •••• 0 •••• 0 •• •· •• • 0 ••••• 1,258 1,228 1,381 
Females ..................................... 37 28 44 

TOTALS ······························· 1,295 1,256 1,425 

1937 

71 
74 

3 
0 
3 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

161 

1937 

1,648 
42 

1,690 

A classification of the violators as to age shows the following : 

CLASSIFICATION OF VIOLATORS AS TO AGE 

1940 1939 1938 1937 

17 to 24 .................................... 87 93 121 175 
25 to 35 ···································· 389 363 .. .- 410 ·489 
36 to so ················:··················: 437 439 499 553 
51 to 64 ..... · ............................... 109 109 :: 127 139 
65 and up ··································· 20 15 19 15 

TOTALS ................................. 1,042. 1,019 1,176 1,371 

17 
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The two tables that follow will show· the county residence of the violators 
. and the counties in which the violations occurred. . 

COUNTIES WHERE VIOLATORS RESIDE. AND COUNTIES WHERi ARRESTED 

Reside In 

Atlantic ......•••• 
Bergen .....••••.. 
Burlington ....••. 
Camden •••.•••••• 

.Cape May .•••.••• 
Cumberland •..... 
Essex ....•..••... 
Gloucester •.•••... 
Hudson .......••• 
Hunterdon .•••.•. 
Mercer ..••..•••. 
MiddleseX. ....•... 
Monmouth .....•. 
1\iorris ..•..•.••..• 
Ocean .......•••• 
Passaic ....•..... 
Salem ••••....... 
Somerset 
Sussex ••....••... 
Union ..•.......• 

·Warren ......... . 

Non-residents ar­
rested in New 
Jersey · 

1940 

35 
91 
61 
81 

8 
30 

164 
34 
92 
20 
55 
89 
44 
56 
15 
64 
59 
30 
16 

113 
12 

19~9 

29 
110 
48 
82 

8 
28 

175 
27 

105 
14 
62 
85 
46 
56 
23 
48 
26 
27 
:9 

107 
16 

1938 

21 
117 
44 

113 
20 
37 

192 
31 

146 
15 
70. 
82 
55 
44 
24 
49 
37 
29 
11 

134 
14 

193_7 

26 
131 
63 

133 
10 
51 

196 
48 

186 
12 . 

. 95 
79 
73 
58 
26 
82 
38 
27 

:16 
152 

27 

1,169 1,131 1,285 1,529 

126 125 140 161 

1,295 1,256 1,425 1,690 

.Arrested In 

Atlantic •...•...•. 
Bergen· : : .. ; ... ; .. 

•Burlington ..•.••. 
Camden · ; . : • : ... : : 

. 1940 

33 
94 
61 

Cape May . ; ..... ; 
Cumberland ....•. · 

106 
14 
43 

Essex ........... . 
Gloucester •.•. : ~ •. 
Hudson ..•. ; ..... 
Hunterdon . : .. ; . : 
Mercer .•......•.. 
Middlesex 
Monmouth ••..... 
Morris ..•........ 
Ocean .. · ........ . 
Passaic ......... . 

·Salem ..••••••••. 
Somerset •...••• ', . 
Sussex ••......... 
Union ..••••••.•• 
Warren ......... . 

118 
49 
74 
22 
55 

104 
44 
47 
22 
7•5. 
60. 
37 
15 

139 
18 

\9$9 
'32 
128 
60' 
89 
13 
30 

152 
27 
94 
16 
55 
85 
54 
50 
19 
50 
30 
29 
11 

131 
23 

1938 

; 29 
133 
'51 
112 
19 

. 37 
139 

41 
137 

14 
'65 
101 
69 
51 
25 
45 

. 34 
36 
10 

150 
22 

1937 
36 

138 
77 

144 
14 
63 

153 
44 

196 
15 
80 
85 
89 
57 
25 
84 
35 
45 
15 

178 
30 

. 1,208 1,178 1,320 1,603 
New Jersey residents. 

arrested in other ; ' p· 

states •• ·•. . . . . . • 87 78 105 87 

1,295 1,256 1,425 1,690 

HABiTUAi...'VIOLATORS 

The Department has a very effective way of c9ping with "repeaters," 
drivers who continually violate the law or 'hecome involved m more than a 
reasonable number of accidents ... 

These "repeaters" flre detected by means of hy<;> Department files, one 
composed of reports of traffic convictions forwarded by police' magistrates, 
the- other composed· 'of accident reports filed by both operators an.d the police. 
When an operator commits three violations of the Motor V ehide or :Traffic 
Laws or is involved in three accidents or has a ·record of a combination of 
three accidents or arrests, he receives a warnin.g letter from tJ1e bepfu·tment. 
Any subsequent convic~ion or accident results in the summoning of the driver 
'to Trenton to show cause why his license should not be revoked on the ground 
that he .is a habitual violator of the law or is accident pro~e. 

Under thisi policy a total of 3,780 "repeaters" were cited during the year 
for action, of which 2,165 received warning letters, 700 appeared for hearings 
and were dismissed with .a final vvarning, and 598 were deprived of their 
drivers' licenses. In addition 317 had their licenses revoked whe~ they failed 
to defend their records on the rule to show cause. 

These operators are both unfit and. unsafe to be behind the wheel of a 
motor vehicle, if their qualifications are to 'be judged or gauged by the record 
of their convictions and accidents. This class is under close scrutiny and 
supervision. Rightly so, in view of the fact that· they constitute a risk and a 
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hazard to the driving public. Through the exercise of viligance, in this 
direction, New J et;sey ·. has attC~oineq a degree of safety on its streets and 
hiihways that wotiid otherwise be iacki~g. 

. , ... , , I , ·. . . "· 
FATAL ACCIDENTS 

' t J • • . ··: • : • • • • ~ •• ' f' ( \- t ' f • • ~- • .. • - ' l . , ' ' I i • . • ~ . l I ' 

1
.
1

• 1 E~e.ty, fat~l acci4e.~t, o~c:~rripg _ _i~ the _Stat~. ,was. ~nv~~!~gat~d, b:r. ~epar~­
ment mspectors; the result of which 206 drivers were g1ven heanf!.gs~ .. Of 
the 206 cases heard, 124 resulted in revocation of drivers' licens~s; {Viiiie 
99 had their licenses revoked for failure to coritest the charges. ' 
. . whet-e. ther~ i~ evidence ~f fiagr~;-tt can!Ies~m~ss,. _tiie_ ~iceri~~;. ~usperi~iqh 
period in fatal a~cidt:nt cases is five years.· A~ a. res:~lt,}:lf.~ driyi~g._ pJ_bl~c •. is 
gradually becomu~g educated to th~ fact that It 1s no longer possible to take 
human life through ~areless operation of a motor vehicle, and escape pun- ' 
· ishrrient. 

·HEARINGS 

A peak in hearings was reached by the Department the year 
1940 with the total high of 2,217 cases being heard by Deputy Commissioner 
Williarp J .. Dear:deh. These represent the persistent violators .of the law and 
tpe. total of fatal .accident cas~s disclosed by. figures given in previous para­
graphs._ In additiou, there were 379 hearings conducted in cases where 
request~ were .made. for the restoration of licenses but which cases upon 
examin9-tion revealed bad records. It was necessary, th.erefore,. to cite these 
people for appearance to determine whether a restoration of the license would 
be in order. A great number of hearings involved yiolations of the Testing 
Law .. 

This of the work has grown tremendously and will- continue to 
~xpand.. is a clear indi.cation of how closely the Department is supervising 
the drivers of today in the interest of public safety. 
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.NSPECTOR FORCE 

· The examination of applicants· for drivers' licenses . is carried on by th~ 
Inspector Force. During 1940, 134,447 persons were examined, in addition 
to 9,681 applicants for special "for hire" licenses. 

The road test was revised and greatly extended .during the year and 
now conforms to the standard of the American Association of Motor Vehicle 
Administrators. The change in the test has resulted in an increase in rejec­
tions, and has undoubtedly improved the calibre of r-,.ew drivers. The new 
test consumes more time, and has consequently increased the work of the 
Inspecto~s. · 

The Force likewise· continued its patrol and enforcement work, making 
24,994 arrests that net the State revenue amounting to $129,502.25 in fines, 
.etc. The Force now totals 110 men, including the Chief Inspector and eight 
Deputy Chief Inspectors. 

Four of the State's most important highways are continually patroled by 
a special section of the Force. This patrol system is unique in that it operates 
over definitely laid out beats, and is very closely supervised. The work 

: has been very successful and should be extended. 
Examinations are conducted· at· 35 key points in the State, selected with 

a view to efficiency, operating cost, and convenience to citizens. 
The Manual prepared for use of prospe_ctive drivers .has been re-edited 

and revised. 
· The examination given to applicants for special "for hire" licenses, has 

been carried on as in ·previous years. The physical examination ·which is an 
important part of this test has produced results which, more definitely than· 
ever, point to the need for ·re-examination of all drivers. The determination 
of the mental and physical capabilities of drivers of moto~ vehicles is an 
·important part :of .the safety program. 

The checking of ·drivers at strategic points has been carried out as othe~ 
duties permitted. This work, which has a distinct deterrent value, as well 
as providing ·a. me~ns of ap'prehending violator's, will be continued .. 

Trucks are checked ·for load and equipment at frequent intervals. The 
portable weighing equipment owried by the Departme~t has been loaned to 
the Highway Department for survey_ purposes. It is hoped that the survey 
will ·furnish valuable information. 

A number of Inspectors were assigned to transport agency reports to 
the Central Office during the license renewal season. This system of handling 
these important records results in the saving of a very considerable amount 
of money, because the reports must otherwise be sent by first-class mail. 

Two Inspectors operate as technical assistants to t~e Division of Safety 
Education. Likewise, the Inspectors have carried the major portion of the 
burden imposed on the Department by reason of the operation of the 
Sp~akers' Bureau. Two members of the Inspector Force are associated with 
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the. Department Debating Team, This, of course, is overtime work, and is 
performed without cost to the State. 

One Inspector is detailed to the Division of Traffic Control. · He assists 
in the engineering work of that Division .. 

One Inspector, by reason of his speciali~ed knowledge, is assigned to 
work with the Underwriter's representatives on stolen car activity. This 
operation has resulted directly in the almost total absence of professional 
car thieves from New J ers.ey. 

The Inspectors likewise help with the administration of the Bill of Sale 
Law and the Junk Yard Law. These two laws in particular make necessary 
a very considerable number of investigations. 

All fatal accidents are investigated by members of the Inspector Force 
detailed for that purpose. The report of the Inspector is the basis for deter­
mining whether or not the revocation of the driver's license should be con­
sidered: All personal injury accidents should be investigated in the ·same 
manner. This, of course, cannot be done at present, by reason of budget and 
personnel limitations. 

The operation of the law requiring periodic inspection of motor vehicles 
·· has added greatly to the duties of the Inspectors. The work, however, has 

been so successful that it must be continued. · 
Various members of the Inspector Force have engaged, from time to. time 

during the year, in conferences with representatives of other states and of the 
Federal Government. These conferences have dealt with matters of common 
interest. 

The location~ in New Jersey of several large military posts has imposed 
an additional burden on the Force. Conferences with the Commanding Officers 
of the units are still in progress, ·and will undoubtedly result in a solution of· 
most of newly developed traffic problems. 

The Inspector Force h.as been and will continue to co-operate with Federal 
agencies in matters connected with espionage, sabotage and subversive activ- · 
ities. 

Certain members of the Force completed special courses in traffic problems 
during·the year. · ' . 

As in past years the enforcement index for the State as a whole is entirely 
too low. On the other hand the index for the roads continually patrolled by 
Inspectors is 12.3, a figure which traffic authorities agree is satisfactory .. 
This again points to the need for extension of the Department's patrol 
activities. · 

Accident prevention work should and must be carried on by specialists, 
allowing for the time element in applying education, engineering and ~n­
forcement. 
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DRIVERS'. EXAMINATIONS ACCORDING TO LOCATION 

Loc;:ation 

Asbury Park •..••••••••..••..•.•••..•••.•.. 

~;~~~t~nCi~~.:: :: : : : : : : : : : : : :: ·.::: : ·.:::: : : : : 
Burlington •.•..........•.....••....•.....•• 
Camden •..••..............•................ 
Cape May Court House .•................... 
Dover .......•..•......•....................• 
Elizabeth ...........................•....... 

~~~ii::t~~ . : : : : : : : :: : : : : : : : : : : : : : :: : : ':: : : : : 
Freehold .....• ; ..••.........•............. 

. Hackensack· .... ; •..•..........••..•......•• 
Hackettstown ...••...........•...........•• · 
Hammonton .....•••.......•.•............. 
Jersey City ..................•.•.••..•..••• 
l\iorristown ..................•.........•• ·· .. 
l\iount Holly ..•.....•.................. · ... . 
.Newark .................................. . 
New Brunswick ·• : . ......................•.. 
Newton ..•••..•..•.••................... · .. 
Ocean· Cfty ..•........ · .... • ....•..•...... • . 
Passaic .........................•.......... 
Paterson .................................. . 
Perth Amboy ..•....••......•.........•.... 
Phillipsburg . ;, ....•....................... 
Plainfield .•..•.............................. 
Red Bank · .••.. : . ...........•.............. 
Ridgewood ......•................ : ...... .' .. 
Salem ........ ,' ...•........................ 
Somerville · ........................... • .... . 
Summit .................................. . 
Sussex · ........ · ...............• : . ..•••..... 
Toms Ri:ver .•.............•................ 
Trenton .....•......•••••..•••....••••...... 
Woodbury ..............••... • ............ . 

2,008 
2,276 
1,218 
. 610 
6,065 

840 
1,490 
8,656 
1,896 

431 
1,215 

20,004 
827 
391 

6,570 
1;548 

664 
18,572 
. 2,1'31 

779 
704 

1,665 
2,566 
1,216 

733 
1,846 
1,742 
2.048 

· 1;020 . 
2,228 

766 
196 
568 

5,782 
3,854 

105,125 

,•, ... 

Rejec~eq 

651 
802 
450 
219 

2,043 
'230 

302 
2,393 

339 
159 
452 

5,649 
. 244 

99 
1,715 

2.64 
183 

3,892 
. 753. 

114 
203 
433 
669 
395 
130 
559 
502 
374 
365 

1,005 
144 
.64 
131 

2,206 

~ 
29,322 

DRIVERS' EXAMINATIONS ACCORDING TO MONTH 

Month 

January •.••••..•........•......••••....••. 
February ......•........................... ; 
March ...••.............•••............... 
April .................................... . 
May .... · .................• ~ .........•...... 
June •••.•.•.•... ; ••.....••••.......•..•... 
July .....•...•.•........•........ · ··· · .... · 
August ................................... . 
September ................................ . 
October .......................... : ........• 
November ...•.......•..•.................. 
December ......................... , · · · · · · · • 

Passed 

2,923 
1,577 

10,211 
12,200 
11,601 
12,172 
12,682 
12,190 
9,120 
9,090 
6,469 
4,890 

105,125 

Males 

Passed ....•.. ,, ...••••••........ · '73,031 
Rejected . . . . • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . 21,499 

94,530 

CLASS OF REJECTIONS 

Illiteracy ................................. . 

b~f.:i~;dte;ts1•0.~ • : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 

\:Vritten test and miscellaneous ........... ~ .. . 
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Rejected 

511 
312 

1,903 
2,548 
4,012 
4,018 
4,231 
3,960 
2,666 
2,355 
1,628 
1,178 

29,322 

Females 

32,094 
7,823 

39,917 

2,111 
3,372 

17,536 
6,303 

29,322 

Total 

2,659 
3,078 
1,668 

829 
8,108 
1,070 
1,792 

11,049 
2,235' 

590 
. 1,667 
25,653 
··1,071 

490 
8,285 
1,812 
. 847 

22,464 
2,884 

893 
907 

2,098 
3,235 
1,611 

863 
2,405 
2,244 
2.422 
1,385 
3,233 

910 
260 
699 

7,988 
5,043 

134,447 

Total 

3.434 
1,889 

12,114 
14,748 . 
15,613 
16,190 
16,913 
16,150 
11,786 
11,445 
8,097 
6,068 

134,447 



1940 

JaJ!,.~ary ••••••..••.••.••.•••... 
February ••..•••••••••••...... 
March ........••..•.••.••.... -, 
April .........••... · ••...•..... 
May .............•............ 
June ..•..............••••.... 
July ....•............. _ ....... •. 
August ................•...... 

g~~~b~:e~ .. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : . 
November ......•...•..•.....•. 
December ....•..........•... , • 

1940 

Males 
Passed 

2,448 
1,363 
8,190 
9,206 
7,990' 
8,059 
8,192 
7,643 
5,677 
5,975 
4,550 
3,738 

73,031 

January . . • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . • . ••..••.. 
February •••.••..•......................... 
March ..•••••••...•••••• , ... -•....•......•... 
April' .........•.•.•••...................... 
May .••..•.•..•..•.••••.•...... ; .......... . 
Ju~e .......•.........•........ -........... . 
July ...........•.......................... 
August ........... ; .•.•. -.....•.......... , .. 
September .••.............................. 
October •.•........................ • ...... . 
November •..............•............ ~ •... 
December ...............•.....•......••.••.. 

Females 
Passed 

475 
21.4 

2,021 
2,994 
3,611 
4,113 
4,490 
4,547 
3,443 
3,115 
1,919 
1,152' 

32,094 

70 
39 
94 

162 
163 
177 
187 
182 
173 
172 
113 

87 

"For Hire" licenses: Issued 9,681. 
1,619 

Rejected 24 

1940 

January •••.••..•••.••••...........•••...•.• 
Eebr.uary •••••••.••••.••........•••••... ,,, ·. 
March .•.•••..•..•••.•............•••...... 
April, •....••....••.. ." .•••...........•.•.... 
May ...•.....•......•..•••....•..••..•.... 
June ••......•........................ , .... 
July •........ ,,, ...••...........•.....•..•. 
August ...... : . ..•.............. · ·. · · · · · · · · 
September ......................•..... , .... 
O.ctob.er .............••..............•••.•.. 
No:vember .....................•.••......•. 
December · .....•..•..... · ........•.••.. · .... · 

1940 

January ......••..........•......•.....•... 
February ..................•••.•...•........ 
March ......•.• , ..•.•....•••.. ·. · · · · · · · · · · · 
April ...••.....••.••.••.•••••••••.....•••.. 
May •...••.......••....................... 
June .•..••.•... ·•· · · · · .·. · · · · · · · · · · · ·· · · · · · 
July •..•.•••..•.•••...........•.••.•.... · · 
August ...•.•.....•.............•....•••... 
September •..•.....••••.•....•••.•..••.•... 
October ••.. · ..••.......•..•.••...•••.••...• 
November .• •'• ....•••.......•..•....••••.•• 
December ......•.......•..........•...... · · 
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Specials 
& Reexams. 

Passed 

48 
45 

119 
32 
80 
80 

108 
78 
63 
89 

184 
48 

974 

Must Wear 
Glasses 

406 
233 
634 

1,748 
1,607 
1,650 
1,735 

874 
1,245 
1,149 

871 
629 

12,781 

Males 
Rejected 

463 
266 

1,635 
2,092 
2,955 
2,817 
2,957 
2,624 
1,832 
1,667 
1,230 

961 

21,499 

Illiterates 
Rejected 

85 
46 

140 
181 
214 
218 
245 
301 
200 
170 
181 
130 

Females 
Rejected 

.· -' . ~ 
48 
46 

268 
456 

1,05~: 
1,201 
1,27.4 
1;336 
'834, 

688 
398 
217 

Total 

155 
85 

234 
343 
377 
395 
432 
483 
373 
342 
294 
217 

2,1li - 3,730 
Total 9,705 

. Specials , 
& Reexams. 
·Rejected Total 

7 55 
5 50 

10 129 
76 108 

5 :85 
3 83 

108 
9 87 

14 77 
10 99 

. ·4 188 
3 51' 

146 1,120 

Rejected Total 

92 498 
65 298 

381 1,015 
507 2,255 
425 2,032. 
337 1,987 
394 2,129 
341 1,215 
254 1,499 
237 1,386 
171 1,042 
168' 797 

3,372 
I 

16,153 



Over 75 Years Over 75 Years 
1940 

Janua;y .................................. . 
February •.....•........................... 
March ................................... . 
April .....••............................... 
May ..... · ........•........................ 
June ..............•....................... 

l~~ust ·:::::::::::::::::::::::: :·::::::: :·::: 
September ................................ . 
October ... : . ......•....................... 
November .•...•....•...................... 
December .................................. . 

Passed Rejected 

"5 
18 

6 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

37 

2 
.. 5 

2 
2 
1 
1 

14 

Total 

2 
5 

23 
8 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 

si 

The following is a breakdown of the Inspector Force activities and results 
for the year 1940. 

Total hours ..•.••...••••••..•••...•• 
Days sick ...••.•..•....••.•••....•.. 
Days off .....•.. : . ....••.•••.•.••••. 
Vacation days ....••.••••.•••••..•••• 
Travel hours ••.....••.••••••••..•••• 
Patrol hours •••...•.•..•••••••..•••• 
Investigations ....•...•••...•••••••.• 
Revoked' licenses collected ••••••..•.... 
Check up of cars on highways •••••••.. 
Scales •.....•.•••••.•••.•.•••••••••• 
Examinations ••••••.•.•...•••••••••. 
Court ........ ; ••••. ; •••••.••.•.•••. 
Safety education ••••.••••••..•••.•.•• ·• 
Stolen cars ....•••••.•••••••••.•••••• 
Special detail •...••••••••••• ; •• , ••.•• 
Traffic engineering •••••...••••••••••• 
Administration •• ,'; ••••.••.... , •••• ,. 
Miscellaneous ........•.•...•.• ." .•... 
Violations reported •••....•.••..•..•.• 
Warnings issued (written and verbal) .. 
Summons issued •...••••.••••••••••.. 
Summary arrests .....••.••• · •....••.. 
Cases investigated •••••• , ••••. , ..... .. 
Fines collected .........•••••••••••• • 
Registrations collected •..•.••..••••• •. 
Driver's license collected •••••••• , •••• 
Mileage ........••••••••••••••••••••• 
Gas consumed (gals.) •••••••••••••••• 
Oil consumed (qts.) •••• : • ••••••••••• 
Miles per gallon gas ••••••••••••••• .; • 
Miles per quart oil •••••••••••••••••• ; 
Number of Inspectors ..•••••••••••••• 

Regular 

197,954 
589 

3,761 
1,079 

26,659~ 
69,568~ 
16,836 hrs. 
4,163~ hrs. 
1,106~ hrs. 

83 .hrs. 
49,586~ hrs. 

5,298 hrs. 
5,545 hrs. 
658~ hrs. 

5,18734 hrs. 
1,491~ hrs. 
8,168 hrs. 
3,602~ hrs. 

. 15,304 
9,671 
2,616 
7,568 

10,084 
$57,235.00 

$6,920.70 
$1,236.00 

1,553,532 
115,210A 

6,955' 
13.48 

233.36 
84 

Patr'ol 

61,~83~f 
229 

1,311 
390 
251~ 

57,698~ 
190 hrs. 
102~ hrs. 
20 hrs. 
4~ hrs. 

----
2,460 hrs. 

30f.t hrs. 
24Yz hrs. 
103~ hrs. 

997~ hrs. 
6,667 
9,048 
5,108 
9,702 
. 188 

$61,630.00 
$2,037.55 

$443.00 
1,073,723 

81,513.6 
4,632 

13.17 
375.05 
26 

Grand Total 

259,837~ 
818 

5,072 
1,469 

26,911~ 
127,267~ 
17,026 hrs. 

4,266 hrs. 
1,126}4 hrs. 

87Yz hrs. 
49,586~ hrs. 

7,758 hrs. 
5,575~ hrs. 

683 hrs. 
5,290~ hrs. 
1,491~ hrs. 
8,168 hrs. 
4,600 hrs. 

24;971 
18,719 
7,724 

17,270 
10,272 

$118,865.00 
$8,958.25 
$1,679.00 

2,627.255 
. 196,724 

11,.587 
13.36 

226.74 
110 

Reductions in due to: Deaths-1 (Gill-6/6/40); Resigned-o; New Inspectors 
appointed to fill vacattci1es--8. 
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SAFETY. EDUCATION 

The purpose of safety education is the correction of improper attitudes 
and habits on the part of motorists and pedestrians that result in accidents. 
Hence the promotion of traffic safety must of necessity be a long range pro­
gram conscientiously and persistently prosecuted to correct not only evils 
of the present motor age but very definitely designed to cope with the 
motorized world of tomorrow. , 

The Department's program during the year utilized all possible ·effective 
media and to reach each street and highway user, individually and collec­

. tively, the following methods were employed. 
I 

I. Elementary and Junior High School Child Safety. 
1. Speakers for assemblies and classrooms. 
2. Motion pictures, sound and silent. 
3. Posters for bulletin boards and other school and community safety projects. 
4. Literature-for teachers and students. 
5. Conferences with police, municipal and school officials. 

The increase in the activity of the Division of Safety Education in the 
field of child safety presents an interesting .comparison with the remarkable 
reduction in child traffic fatalities during the past four years : 

Year 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

II. High School. 

Child 
Programs 

87 
186 
192 
248 

Attendance 
40,335 
72,824 
62,909 
89,650 

Child. 
Fatalities 

102 
69. 
63 
49 

L Driver education and -training in the high schools has received national 
acceptance and endorsement by educators as a necessary part of modern high 
school curricula. ·In co-operation with the New Jersey Department of Public 
Instruction this Division has attempted to broaden the scope of this training 
throughout the State and give every possible technical assistance to the school 
administrators in setting up and improving these courses. 

A State-wide survey was made of all public secondary schools to deter­
mine the extent and type ·of driver education courses in relation to the 
requirements of the New Jersey Manual, "Highway Safety; A Course of 
.Study for High Schools."· In addition, classroom lectures, assembly pro­
grams, teacher conferences and examinations were given throughout the 21 
counties. The following tabulation is an indication of the extent of the Divi­
sion's activity in this work: 

Number of visits made to High Schools ................ :.. . . . .. 297 
Number of examinlltions conducted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • 91 
Number of Safe Driving Certificates issued·..................... 10,343 

The desirability of. the further extension of this training is evidenced by 
the fact that the number of students receiving the State Safe Driving Certifi­
cate represented only about 10 per cent of the estimated number of students 
who were eligible to receive this training. 
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2. In joint co-operatio~ ~~th t~~ pepa~t_~ept of Public Instruction, a 
series of Street and High'"vay' Safety Institutes for· school administrators and 
seco~qary school teachers were conducted for the convenience of residents of 
1:1ort~ern, central and southern N e\~ Jersey. areas as follows : 

First Session 

~- The Street anq Highway Safety Problem. 
Speakers: Leo R. Welch, Director, Division of Safety Education, New Jersey 

Department of Motor Vehicles, . Trenton. · · · · · 
Lieut. Daniel ]. D1unn, Commanding Traffic ~ur~a~, ~~.~ Jer~C:! 
State Police· Department, Trenton. · · · · · 

B. Objectives of Street and Highway· Safety Instruction. 
The driver-his. responsibility; habit and attitude. 
Speaker: Albert W. Whitney, Consulting· Director ~ational <::;onservation 

Bureau, New York City. 
C. Teacher· :Aids in Street and Highway Safety Instruction. 

Speaker: Iierbert ]. S.tack, Center for Safety' ~ducaticin New York Upiver~ 
. . . . sity, New York City. . ·· . . . . . 

D. Administrative :Problems· in Schools Relative .to Street and Highway Safety. 
Instruction. 
Speaker·: Howard Dare White, Assistant Commissioner for Secondary Edu~ 

c~tion,' · N~w Jersey D~partment of Publ~~ Instruction, ·}:'renton. 

Seco11-d Session 
A. Motor·Vehicle.Operation. 

Speaker: Milton Kramer, Center for Safety Education New York Univer­
sity, New •York City. 

B. Rules of the Road. 
Speaker: George Vv. Zeigler, Chief Inspector, New Jersey Department o£ 

Motor ·vehicles, Trenton. 
C. Developing Advanced Skills. 

Speaker: Charles E: Dull, Supervisor of Science, High Schools, Newark. 
D. Educating Teachers for Effective Instruction i1:,1 Street and Highway Safety. 

Speakers: ·Roy L. Shaffer, President Newark State Teachers College. 
· · · Roscoe L. West, President Trenton State Teachers College. 

Edgar F~ Bunce, President Glassboro State Teachers College. 

Third Session 
A. The Motor Vehicle 

Speaker: James J. Shanley; Chief of Testing Pi vision New Jersey Dep~r!-
ment of Motor Vehicles,· Trenton.· · · 

B. The Driver. 
Speaker: Harry .DeSilva, Institute of Human Relations Yale University, New 

· Haven, Connecticut. 
C. The Pedestrian. 

Speaker: Burton W. Marsh, Director AmeriCan Automobile Association, 
Washington, D. C. 

D. Planning the Street and Highway Safety E<;iucation .Curriculum. 
Speakers: 'Willard Zweidinger, Instructor in Safety Education .Newark State . 

· Teachers ·College. 
E. Clare Schooler, Instructor in Safety Ed1.1cation Trenton State 
Teachers College. . 
Roland Esbjornson, Instructor in Safety Education Glassboro State 
Teachers College. · · -
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Fourth Session 
A. The Highway. : ·; · ! 

Speakers: Fred L. Gerard, l;.ocation Engineer, New Jersey ?tate Highway 
Department, Trenton. · · 
Elliott Daniels, Assistant Traffic Engineer, New Jersey Depart­
ment of Motor Vehicles. 

B. Th~ Accident. 
Speakers: Kirk A. Keegan, National Safety Council, Chicago, Illinois. 

·· · Louis M. Mallin, S'pecial Counsel New Jersey Department of 
Motor Vehicles, Trenton. 

C. Teacher Education. 
Speaker: Lawrence B. Tipton, Head Bureau of Public Safety Rut!?ers Uni..: 

versity, New Brunswick, · New ] ersey. 

SUMMARY OF INDIVID.UAL ATTENDANCE 

1st 
Session 

Superintendents . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
·Supervising Principals . . . . • . 1 
Principals ...... ; . . . . . . . . • . 4 
Teachers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 57 
Non-school . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 · 

71 

2nd 
Session 

2 
1 
5 

35 
2 

45 

3rd 
Session 

1 
3 
3 

'49 
9 

65 

4th 
Session 

7 
7 

15 
99 
58 

186 

Individual 
Attendance 

11 
12 
27 

240 
77 

367 

Invitations and announcements were mailed to newspapers, American 
Posts, Parent-Teachers Associations, Parochial Bigh Scho.ols and 

County Safety Committees. 
3. In response to the ~eed for tr~ined and infor!neq teac~er~. to improve 

the traffic saf~ty program· in the secon9-ary sc~ools, Rutgers- University <;:on­
ducted courses for teacher preparation in co-operation ~ith the Depart~ent 
of Public Instruction and the Department of Motor Vehicles. Announcements 
of these courses for both semesters in connection with \~hic:h the co-o-peration 
of the ·Department. of Public. Instruction was· an invaluable. aid were mailed 
to the following : '· 

County Superintendents .......................................... . 

~~tger;i~lf~;in.;.~l~~~~ls · : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
Principals ..............................................••..... 
·Physical Education Instructors ................................• ·. 
School Nurses ...............•..................•.............. 

21 . 
40 

183 ' 
200 
900 
800 

2,14~ 

4. New Jersey newspapers gave very helpful co-operation to the high 
school driver. education program, by. publishing editorials and. news articles, 
stressing the importance of this instruction. · · 

III. Adult Educatien in safe street and highway use constitutes the greater 
part of th.e activity of this Division. A program reaching every munici­
pality in the State was conducted as follows.: 

A. Organized State-wide activities. 
1. For tl)e fifth consecutive year a direct safety message in the form of a 

letter was sent to the· bishops and clergy- of·the various churches throughout 
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the State. These~ letters, containing an appeal for co-operation from the 
people in the promotion of traJfic safety, were read from the pulpit in churches 
of the following denominations : · · 

a. Roman Catholic ........................... :. . . • . . • . . . . . . . • • • 478 
b. Presbyterian ................................ , . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . 420 
c. Methodist Episcopal .............•• :. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . • . 228 
d. Baptist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . 213 
e. Episcopal . . . . • • . . . • . • . . . . • . . • • . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . • • . . . . . . 114 

1,453 

2. A letter with accompanying bulletin was sent to all State Departments 
asking the co-operation of the 15,000 State employees to set an example in 
saf~ty to others in their use of the streets and highways. both as drivers and 
pedestrians. 

3. Seventy spot announcements were broadcast through the 11 radio 
stations in the State between April 1 and December 6. Both series carded 
safe walking and good driving messages. In addition, several 15 minute 
programs were broadcast by· employees of the Department. · 

4. Over 400 newspapers in the State co-operated in publishing separate 
articles, each having 15 true and false questions under subtitles as "Under­
standing Yourself," "Your Car on the Road," "What About the Pedestrian,'' 
etc., to focus attention on the "responsibilities of drivers and pedestrians in 
traffic. 

5. Seventy-three signs with inscription, "Walk on left facing traffic," were 
erected on State highways at selected locations where the pedestrian accident 
record showed the need of such warning. 

6. Arrangements were n1ade for the display of four hundred 24 sheet· 
billboards at vantage points throughout the State in the early months of 1941, 
indicating the seriousness of the traffic problem. · 

B. Organized County Activities. 
1. The New Jersey Traffic Safety Program for co-ordinating the various 

counties and municipalities in a unified safety promotional program was 
established in eight additional counties. A conference of the public safety 
officials, both county and municipal, was held in each county \vith subsequent 
meetings incidental to organization. 

The original conferences were held as follows : 

Counties Date of Original Conference 

Ocean ......... : . .......................... . 
Salem ..................................... . 
Sussex .................................... . 
Cape May .................................. . 
Warren ................................... . 
Cumberland ................................ . 
Hunterdon ................................. . 
Burlington ............................... . 
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.C. Public Speaking . 
. . 1. The messages given ·by the 'speakers, unless specific 'topics \\rete re.­

quested by groups, emphasized pedestrian safety. The reduction in pedestrian 
fatalities can be attributed in some measure to the competency with which 
this subject was handled. ·Requests from schools, predominated but among 
other organizations visited were parent-teacher associations, commercial 
organizations, men's clubs, State institutio~s, women's clubs, American 
Legions, Rotary, Kiwanis, L\ons, Elks and Granges. 

2. The ·Debating Team's topic for the year was "Resolved, That the 
Pedestria"ns are more Responsible for Pedestrian Accidents than are Motor 
Car Drivers." Aside from New Jersey engagement's, this debate was pre­
sented at the Greater New York Safety Conference. 

D. Visual Education. 
1. Motion pictures have proved most' effective in the promotion of. street 

and highway safety. The popularity of this service is clearly indicated in the 
following table showing the number of monthly projections during a four 
year period : . 

Month· 

January ................... . 
February .................. . 
March ................... . 
April ..................... . 
May ..•.................... 
June •...................... 

l~:ust ·:::: :-:::::: :.::::::::: 
September ••................ 
October ................... . 
November ................. . 
December ................. . 

1940 

45 
66 
86 
94 
44 
18 
14 
14 
22 
48 
29 
19 

499 

1939 

42 
46 
51 
73 
55 
20 
18 
22 
17 
32 
38 
26 

440 

1938 

42 
35 
64 
48 
41 
42 

9 
14 

7 
51 
23 
26 

402 

1937 

25 
22 
43 
26 
23 
21 

7 
7 

10 
28 
30 
29 

271 

The total attendance for the 499 showings during_ 1940 was 113,136; the 
average attendance at each meeting over the four-year period was 227 persons. 

2. Ninety-one out-of-State showings were made of the Department's sound 
film, and the attendance was 14,548. 

3. A new sound motio~ picture d.edicated to pedestrian~ safety a~d en­
titled "Steps to Safety" was made under the qire<;tion. of the J?ivision of 
Safety Education. Typical street scenes were· filmed in several representa:.. 
tive cities of the State which clearly portray actual traffic conditions. The 
Department is indebted to the officials· of these rn,unicipalities for the interest 
and co-operation given to the project. 
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. 4 .. The_ number of Safety _Exhibits presented during th~ pa~t y~~r and 
tbe attendance. were as foilO\~s : 

Location Date 
~ : ' l <l ' • 

Jersey City Auto Show •. · ......•....•.......•. ·, ..•••. February 14-24 •......•• 
Cavalcade of . Progress,:, (Morristown).;······ c; •• : •••••••• February '21-24.· ..•••...• 
New Jersey Association of Underwriters (Newark) ..•• March 7 & 8 ..........• 
A:rinual Conference (Panzer College) •.•...•....•..•.. March 9 · .. ·'· ...•.••.... 
School of 'Deaf (Trenton) ...........••...•....•.... March 15-20 ....•...... 
Safety Week (Englewood)" ·'· ............•...•....•.. March 23-30: !· •••••••••• 
Administration Building (Paterson) .......•.....•..• March 25 & 26 ....•.... 
Know Union Better Exhibit ... ; ..............•.•..•. March. 25-30 ..•.•....• ·. 

i2s:ooo 

State Teachers Cpllege (Jersey City) ................ April 2 & 3 ........... . 
Wanaque Municipal ·Building .· ... ,, ... :.: ........... April 4 ·; ....... , .••...• 
1940 Cavalcade of Progress (Asbury Park) ..... , ...... April 8-14 . , .......... . 

8,000 
400 
250 
250 

5;ooo 
1,000 

500 . 
. 250 . 

;.1,000 
20,000 
I 400 
10,000 

Motor Bus Association Convention (Atlantic City) ••. ·.April 19-21 ........••.. 
Know Bloomfield Better Exhibit ........•.•.......•.. June 10-14 ...•...•....• 
2nd Annual Food Show (Ocean City) ..............• August 2-10 . ; ...•..... 
Morris County Fair ...•......................•..... August 21~24 ......... . 
Trenton Fair .................•.........•.. , ..•.... Sep.tember 22-28 ...... . 

. 5,000 
10,000 
40,000 

Bankers' Conference (Atlantic City) ................. September 23-28 ...... . 
4th N. J. Street and Highway Safety Conference· 

·(Newark).· . · ...................................... September 24·25 ••..... 
Newark Auto· Show ..............•.•..•. : . .....•... October 19-26 .......... · 
25th Anniversary Convention· N. ]. State League of 

Municipalities· ................................••.. ; November 14-15 ........ . 
Business Show (Millville) ......... :: .......••.....• November 6-9 •.....•..• 

250 

400 
5.000 

2,QOO 
10,000 

Total ............................... · ....•.......................... 244,700 

5. Safety posters are issued periodically and distributed m the following 
manner: 

Municipalities Posters Displayed 

6 (lOO,OOo" and over) ...............•..............•.•......... 

~~ gg i~ ~&~o&&~?.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~:::::: 
41 (10 to 25,000) ............................. ; ............... · 
68 (5 to 10,000) .......................................•...... 
93 (2,500 to 5,000) ................ ; ..............•........•.. 

196 (1,000 to 2,500) ......... ." ...........•..................... 
135 (-1,000) ........................••.......• - .............• 
Motor Veliicle Inspection Stations ............................... . 
l\{otor Vehicle ·A~ents .............................. : • .......... 
200 large industrial plants (5 groups) .......................... . 
Railroad Stations and. Bus Terminals . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . ........ . 
Posters issued by ·mail .........................................• 

Total posters per issue ....•............•................. ; . 

36 
28 
56 

123 
204 
186 
392 
135 
28 

150 
475 
430 
257. 

2,500. 

6. Literature depicting safety in its various aspects was distributed to 
schools, at meetings, for duration of display of !safe~y exhibit, county safety 
corrim.ittee~, po!nts of entry, municipal, industrial and fraternal groups, safety 
councils, individual and others. 

List of Publications 

a. Creating Safer Communities. 
b. Compendium of New Jersey Motor Vehicle Act. 
c. Questions and Answers on Motor Vehicle Laws. 
d. The Pedestrian Problem. 
e. The Skilled Driver.· 
f. Highway Safety; A Course of Study for High Schools. 
g. Make New Jersey a Safer State. · 
h. List of Services and Facilities. 
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7, The safety library has been further extended and· made more com-
plet~. A~ditiqral nta.teriaJ is a~ailab~e ,for ready reference in~l¥4ip.g the best 
~~fety infor~a~i~n from. F~deral J?epartments, ·N ati.ona~ 9rgan~zation~, , qther 
states; 78 monthly Safety magazines, etc. This material is catalogued under 
95 different traffic safety subjects. 

·. New Jersey's safety rec.ord for 1940 is conclusive evidence of the progress 
. that has been made in traffic safety. through educational means and indicates 
the desirability of the extension of the saJety educational effort· wherever 
possible. 

.i I 



TRAFFIC ENGINEERING 

The activities of the Traffic Engineering Division are primarily those of 
improving the expedition of traffic with safety on the streets and highways 
of the State. 

Numerous high accident locations and points of ccmgestion, both along 
rural and urban roadways, were studied throughout .the year and recom­
mendations offered to the responsible authorities, to the end that the. bad 
accident locations in question might be corrected and unreasonable delay to 
traffic curtailed. · 

An outstanding example of this activity ·was the improvement made at 
Irvington Center where, through the co-operative efforts cif Essex county 
and Irvington officials, the recommendations for· proper regulation and con­
trol of traffic made by the Traffic Engineering Division were placed into 
effect. 

O~ing to the favorable results obtained at Irvington Center, requests 
have been made for the Traffic Engineering Division to study other points 
of congestion in the northern metropolitan section of the State. Incidentally, 
the recommended method of traffic control applied at Irvington Center in­
cludes pedestrian "walk" and "wait" signals, the first such installation where 
signals of that type were properly installed and operated in co,njunction with 
vehicular traffic· control signals. The res.ults so far indicate a surprisingly 
high obedience to "walk" and "wait" signals on the part of pedestrians and 
without a doubt, this installation is a forerunner of similar installations at 
heavily traveled pedestrian points. 

Throughout the year, the. Division received 112 applications requesting 
approval- for the installation and operation ·of traffic control signals along 
roadways of the State. After a thorough investigation to determine the 
reasonableness and .11ecessity for traffic control signals at these locations, 55 
approvals were granted. 

During the year, the Division reviewed ordinances submitted by 68 cities, 
townships and boroughs, 1 of which was recommended for disapproval and 
the remaining 67 were approved as initially drawn up, or approved after 
correction in accordance with recommendations made by the Traffic Engineer­
ing Division~ 

In addition, 10 resolutions ·were approved designating THROUGH 
STREETS, which included local and county roadways. as well as State 
Highways. 

Letters of complaint concerning traffic hazards or traffic conditions 
throughout the State received and given attention by the Division through­
out the year totaled 102. Each of. these complaints was investigated to 
determine the need for corrective measures and recommendations for ·cor­
rection were forwarded to the proper authorities having jurisdiction over the 
roadways in question. 
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During the year, the Division completed accident surveys: for eleven 
counties of New Jersey. This furnished the statistical data necessar"y to 
guide governmental authorities of these counties in the application of a~ 
proper and adequate engineering, enforcement and educational program in 
line with the policy of the department of sponsoring official county accident 
preve~tion committees in each of the twenty-one counties. 

In addition to its regular activities, special studies were made by the 
Division during the year, including a study of motor vehicle accident death 
rates in New Jersey for the past several years compared with the· country 
as a whole, as well as a survey of speed practices of motorists along the 
State Highway System of the State· and a study of the distribution of ages 
of drivers licensed and involved in accidents in New Jersey. 

Motor Vehicle Accident Death Rate 
The attached chart entitled "l\t1otor Vehicle Death Rate in New Jersey 

and the United States," clearly illustrates the continued improvement in 
motor vehicle deaths in New J ers~y during the past several years, both on 
the basis of motor vehicles registered and motor vehicle use (g~soline con­
sumption). 
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MOTOR VEHICLE DEATH RATE 
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An examination of the chart clearly indicates a more sharply downward 
trend of New Jersey's death rate both on the basis of motor vehiCles regis­
tered and gasoline consumption than for the country as a whole. The death 
rate in 1940 inNew Jersey on the basis of deaths per 10,000 vehicles ·regis~ 
tered, represents an approximate 44 per cent reduction as compared with the 
1927 rate and on the basis of deaths per 10,000,000. gallons . of gasoline 
consumed is an approximate 66 per cent reduction as compared with :the 
1928 rate. 

Although there is some fluctuation from · year to year in the rates for 
vehicles registered and gasoline consumed, the consistent downward trepd 
in both cases is significantly indicative of the favorable results of the efforts 
of all of the organizations· of the State (official and unofficial) in their com­
bined activities in accident preventi?n . during the. past several years. 

Distributio~ of Ages of Drivers Licensed. 
and Involved in Accidents in New I ersey 

A survey was made during the year of age distribution of licensed motor 
vehicle operators involved in accidents and comparisons made of the· age 
distribution . of licensed operators, thus permitting ·an analysis of accident 
rate per unit of licensed drivers. Three separate charts (Figures 1, 2 and 3) 
are included, illustrating results of this study, the interpretation of whiCh is 
as follows: 
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FIGURE 1 illustrates the percentage distribution by ages of drivers 
licensed and drivers involved in accidents and contains three separate curves 
-one showing percentage distribution of ages of drivers licensed for the 
year 1938, another the percentage distribution of ages of drivers involved 
in all motor vehicle accidents ( 1931 through 1938) and still another the 
percentage distribution of ages of drivers involved in fatal accidents ( 1937 
through 1940) . 

A review of Figure 1 immediately indicates the more or less same general 
trend in percentage distribution of ages of drivers licensed and drivers in­
volved in accidents, fatal as well as all accidents, with the exception of 
drivers between the ages of 18 and 30. · 

Drivers between the ages of 18 and 30 have a COfl:Sistently higher per­
tentage of accidents (both fatal and total) than the percentage of drivers 
licensed within these ages and which is-illustrated in the following table: 

Per Cent of Total Per Cent of Total 
Per Cent of Total Drivers Involved Drivers Involved 

Age Drivers Licensed in All Accidents in Fatal Accidents 

17 2.30 1.78 1.29 
18 1.69 2.67 2.32 
19 1.79 3.19 4.26 
20 1.95 3.23 4.24 
21 2.35 4.08 4.83 
22 2.43 3.92 3.98 
23 2.53 3.91 4.43 
24 2.65 3.92 4.43 
25 2.74 3.79 4.45 
26 2.80 3.64 3.58 
27 2.86 3.50 3.70 
28 2.87 3.48 3.56 
29 3.08 3.39 3.14 
30 3.16 3.37 3.07 

Figure 1 further indicates that the largest percentage of accident drivers, 
both in the case of total accidents and fatal accidents, occurs at age 21, while 
the largest percentage for licensed drivers occurs at age 30. 

It is interesting, too, to note that the percentage of drivers involved in 
all accidents as well as fatal accidents for drivers at age 17, more or less 
conforms to the percentage of drivers licensed at this age. As a matter of 
fact, the percentages of 1.78 and 1.29, representing drivers at age 17 involved 
in all accidents and fatal accidents, respectively, are not equalled by drivers 
in any age group between 18 and 44. 
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FIGURE 2 illustrates the accident driver rate per 100 licensed drivers 
for all accidents for the year 1938 and based upon the percentage age distribu­

, tion obtained from the 1931-1938, inclusive, study. 

This chart indicates that the average accident driver rate per 100 licensed 
drivers for the year 1938 equalled 4.69; in other words, nearly 5 of every 
100 licensed drivers in 1938 were involved in a motor vehicle accident. 

A review of Figure. 2 determines that drivers of ·age 17 have a rate below 
the average, while drivers between the ages of 18 and 30 have a rate con­

. sistently above the average. The tabulation below shows the accident rate 
.per 100 licensed drivers for all ages from 17 to 30. 

Age 

17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

. 24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

Accident Driver Rate Per 
lQO Licensed Driv~rs 

3.65 
7.46 
8.39 
7.87 
8.17 
7.60 
7.41 
6.96 
6.55 
6.10 
5.74 
5.71 
5.18 . 
5.00 

It is interesting to note from the table above, the acddent driver rate for 
drivers between the ages of 18 and 23 is for each age within this group con­
s1stently more than twice the rate of drivers at age 17. As a inatter of fact, 
the rate for drivers of age 17 i.s not equaled .or lowered 1n any age group 
prior to age 44. 

' . 

Figure. 2 ·also indicates that drivers between the. ages of· 31 and .36 have 
a rate approximately equal to the average rate and fro·m 37 and over the 
rate is. consistently below the average and decreases with yearly increase 'in 
age in more or less of a straight line.. · 
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FIGURE 3 illustrates fatal accident driver rate per 10,000 licensed drivers 
for the year 1938 and .is based upon_ average fatal accident experience obtained 
from fatal accident report cards for the years 1937 through 1940. 

This curve is similar to the rate ~urve illustrated in Figure 2, except 
there is a somewhat greater fluctuation in the fatal accident driver rate 
between the respective age groups, particularly for older drivers; also;· the 
trend for drivers above 30 is not as sharply downward as in the case of 
Figure 2. . 

A review of Figure 3 indicates that the average fatal accident driver rate 
per 10,000 li~ensed drivers was 8.17; in other words, of every 10,000 licensed 
drivers for the year 1938, slightly more than 8 of them were involved in a 
fatal motor vehicle accident. 

Drivers of age 17 had a rate even· in fatal accidents below the average 
rate while drivers between the ages of 18 and 29 had a rate consistently above 
the average as. illustrated in the following tabulation. 

Age 

17 
18 
19 
2G 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 

Fatal Accident Driver Rate 
Per 10,000 Licensed Drivers 

4.50 
11.52 
19.55 
17.96 

-16 93 
13.45 
14.15 
13.55 
13.37 
10.51 
10.55 
10.28 

. 8.29 

From the table above it is determined that the fatal accident driver rate 
between the ages of 18 ~nd 28, inclusive, is more than twice that of drivers 
at age 17. The rate of 4.50 of drivers at age 17 is not equaled or lowered 
prior. to the age 51. 

Figure 3 further indicates that the rate of drivers from age 31 and over, 
with the exception of the three ages-32, 38 and 69-hav.e a rate consistently 
below the average. 

Survey 
1 
of Speed Practices of Motorists 

Along the State Highway System of the State 
To kstablish a basis for the designation of 45-mile per hour speed limit 

zones along the State Highway System, in compliance with Chapter 211, 
P. L. 1939, the Traffic Engineering Division conducted a State-wide survey 
of speed practices of motorists traveling along the State Highway System. 

The tables following give the results of this speed survey and indicate 
the average speeds for the New Jersey registered vehicles as well as those 
registered in New York, Pennsylvania and other foreign states .and also 
the speed practices of trucks and buses when operating on the State Highway 
System. 
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AVERAGE SPEEDS OF PASSENGER VEHICLES BY ROUTES 
Nl;l;W JE;RSEY STATE HIGHWAYS-1940 

P.H. M.P.H. M.P.H. Total l\1. P. H. Grand M.P.H. M.P.H. 
N .. J. N.Y. Pa. Average For. Average For. Average Total Averag~ 85% 

Rqt,tte No .. Cars Speed Cars Speed Cars Speed Cars Speed 'Cars Speed · Cars Speed ·speecr · 
1 2030 36.1 768 39.9 32 38.5 125 36.8 925 39.4 2955 37.1 44.5 

S· 1 530 38.0 24 39.4 ... . .. 5 38.2 29 39.1 559 38.0 46.2'' 
S- 1-A 269 38.3 . 76 41.5 s 41.4 81 41.5 350 39.0 44.5 .. 2 2153 40.2 866 42.0 11 36.7 59 42.3 . 936 41.9 3089 40.7 48.0 

3. 432 40.3 89 40.1 7 40.4 9 42.0 105 40.3 537 40.3 46.2 
4 6123 41.0 1008 43.Q 144 42.5 243 45.1 1395 44.5 7518 41.5 50.0 
4-N 1285 35.2 28 38.3 12 36.3 12 33.5 52 36.7 . 1337 35.9 46.2 
5. 214 34.3 2.5 35.1 1 35.3 26 35.1 240 34.4 40.0 
5-N 17.1 38.8 '95 2 36.1 2 36.1 173 38.7 48.0 
6 2H5 39.6 350 41.7· 42.6 133 41.8 578 41.9 2693 40.1 48.0 
8 300 41.5 2.3. 44.8 74 42.3 14 42.5 111 42.8 411. 41.8 50.0 
8-N i16 39.4 52 39.Q. 2 48.0 1 46 .. 2 55 40.3 171 3.9.6 48.0 

10 Z02 39.7 22 36.3 6 40.0 41 44.,1 69 40.9 771 39.3 49.0 
23 1423 39.4 140 40.7 36 4.0.'1 33 41.2 209 40.7 1632 39.6 48.0 
24. 1280 38.6 7Q 41.5 95 42.8 38 40.9 203 42.0 1483 39.0 48.0 
25 627.5 46.2 1496 47.7 862 45.9 1272 48.0 3630 47.4 9905 46.7 53.4 
26 1o'18 47.7 368 51.0 236 48.5 280 50.5 884 50.1 1902 48.8 57.1 

S-26. 217 4,3.1 94; 47.5 57 44.3. 51 48.1 20.3 47.0 419 44.8 52.2 
27 2015 39.6 48. 39.0 49 40.9 37 40.2 134 40.0 2149 39.3 48.0 
28 2QQ4 37..9 296 43.7 351 43.9 184 41.2 831 43.2 2835 39.3 48.0 

S-28 9.54 43.3 53 44.7 7 43.3 17 43.5 n 44.3 1031 43.4 50.0 
~· 29 27·6.1 4.3.5 712 43.8 413 46.7 421 46.5 1546 45.3 4307 44.1 . 52.2 w· 30. 1816 40.6 72 43.7 217 41.7 20 46.6 309· 42.5 2125 40;8 52.2 

31 2051 42.0 16.6 43.1 106 45.2 87 44.9 359 44.1 2410 42.3 52.2 
S-31 183 38.4 5,6 41.6 18 41.8 11 42.9 85 41.8 268 39.4 so.o· 

32 888 38.9 2/l 40.3 8 41.1 62 40.9 97 40.8 985 . 39.1 48.0 
33 2269 43.5 50 48.1 90 46.2 16 48.7 156 47.1 2425 43.7 54.6 

' 34. 149;5 46.? 115 47.3 12 46.3 17 46.2 144 47.1 1639 46.3 57.1 
35 3755 40.4: 454 43.1 . 30 0 43.1 50 42.3 534 43.1 4289 .40.8 48.0 
36 997 42.9 52 44.5.· 7 38.9 9 42.5 68 43.6 1065 42 .. 9 54.6 
37 t88.~ 38.6 46 37.9 124 40.8 24 45.1 194 40.6 2083 . 38.8 49.0 
38 6.0/l 43.5 

5'2.8 
71 44.7 8 48.0 7.9 45.1 686 43.7 .52.2 

39 1148 46.1. 62 47.3 99 47.0 224 '48.6. 1372 46.5 58;5 
40 1460 4.5.3 49.7 6,62 46.5 121 48.5 792 46.8 2252 45.8 55.8 

s,4o '43.0 48.0 
6·o·.o. 

339 49.2 9 43.4 348 49.0 778 .48.5 57.1 
. 41 2.06 43.9 1 37 47.7 1 48.0 39. 47.!:! 245 44.5 54.6 
S-.41 580 4-1.8 4 48.5 709 46:3 22 46.6 735 46.~ 1315 44.2 53.4 
. - 42' 14.3_5 44.6 28 45.9 818 47~8 59 47.6 905 47.8 2340 45.8 57.1 

43 822 4;5.Q i4 52.9 479 46.4 70 46.8 563 46.6 1385 45 .. 7 55.8· 
44. 718 4.4.8 19.t 48.5 165 45.8 181 47.4 537 47.3 1255 45.8 . 54.$ 
45 2065 42.2. 81 47.5 4.45 43.7 67 46.1 593 44.5 2658 42.7 52.2 
46 721 45.0 13 4:!.7 148 46.8 16 52.1 177 47.4 898 45.5 57.1 
47 1507 4~.Q. 29 4i'.8 326 44.7 23 46.7 378 45.0 1885 43.9 53.4 
48 1733 43.1 17 4:?.8 449 46.3 301 48.0 761 47.0 2500 44.2 54.6 
49 l822 44.6. '6· 49.5 429 48.5 70 49.7 sus· 48.7 2327 45~5 57.1 

S-49. 34.9 42.7 3 58.5 274 47.8 9 54.5 286 48.1 635 45 .. 0 54.6 
-SQ 4Q8 43.1 i 4(',1 311 45.6 10 45.4 322 45.Q ?:to 44.2 53.,4. 

4l.7 . 
-- --

TOTAL. 43.4 . 8826 45.8 4344 49.7 21276 44.8 87017 



AVERAGE SPEEDS OF TRUCKS AND BUSES BY ROUTES 
NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAYS-1940 

TRUCKS BUSES 

Average Average 
Route No. No. Speed No. Speed 

1 1154 31.9 48 35.0 
S- 1 114 36.4 20 30.1 
S· 1-A 66 36.3 10 33.9 

2' 893 36.2 35 36.0 
3 255 35.2 17 43.1 
'4 1467 35.8 159 41.8 
4-N 328 32.9 26 28.6. 
5 73 29.3 12 31.0 
5-N 37 35.6 2 34.8 
6 ' 876 35.8 34 36.1 
8 155 36.0 5 31.3 

.8-N 79 33.7 1 30.8 
10 156 33.2 6 35.3 
23 560 34.0 9 36.7 
24 400 33.9 24 35.4 
25 2231 37.2 118 44.2 
26 510 38'.7 22 49.9 

S-26 136 32.5 5 45.1 
27 504 34.2 69 38.6 
28 919 34.4 37 41.8 

S-28 181 34.2 14 40.1 
29 842 32.0 28 42.3 
30 821 35.0 25 32.6 
31 541 36.5 5 44.3 

S-31 104 33.3 
32'.5 32 210 34.5 5 

33 613 37.7 16 34.7 
34 370 35.4 1 44.5 
35 807 35.4 41 33.2 
36 251 38.9 12 37.2 
31 445 35.3 22 30.9 
38 167 36.4 9 42.2 
39 460 37.1 13 44.8 

'40 389 35.9 13 42.9 
S-40 134 37.4 

41 66 37.9 
S-41 162 35.7. 

42 361 37.6 30 '43.3 
. 43 301 37.1 55 49.9 

44 354 36.9 13 41.6' 
45 761 35.3 30 42.5 
46 314 38.1 24 49.7 
47 674 37.5 40 45.3 
48 524 36.3 8 43.5 
49 583 38.3 18 45.1 

S-49 46 36.8 1 49.0 
so 111 36.0 6 29.0 

TOTALS 21514 34.9 1088 39.4 

The personnel of the Division contiriued its co-operation with the many 
national organizations in their activities in street and highway safety. Such 
co~operation was not only in the form of supplying accident figures, including 
special accident studies, but also the holding of office or membership on 
various committees. 
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ACCIDENT ANALYSIS 

Reportable traffic accidents during the year 1940 totaled 42,538; fatalities 
911 and persons injured 27,718, increases of 17, 12 and 8.6 per cent respec­
tively. · 

The economic loss from accidents based upon the National Safety Coun­
cil's formula of $11,500 for each death, $425 for each person injure.d and 
$125 for each property damage accident was slightly over $25,000,000. On 
the basis of th~ 1940 census of 4,160,165 residents in New Jersey, this repre­
sents an average- economic loss .of $6 for every man, woman and child in the 
State. · 

Despite the tremendous volume of interstate or through traffic, the State's 
traffic problem was l!J.rgely confined to municipal and county roads and not 
the State Highway System as many believe. Seventy-five per cent of ali 
accidents and sixty-two per cent of the fatalities occurred on municipal and 
county streets and. roadways. · 

The one favorable spot in the year's accident picture was an improvement 
in the pedestrian accident phase. During the year 1939, 51.8 per cent of 
total fatalities and 17.5 per cent of total accidents inv'olved ·pedestrians. This 
year pedestrian deaths represented 47.8 per cent of total deaths, a decrease 
of four per cent while total pedestrian accidents dropped to 15 per cent, or 
two per cent lower. 

In comparison, the collision type of accident (auto vs. auto, auto vs. fixed 
object, non-collision) accounted during the year for 82.9 per cent of total 
accidents, an increase of 2.9 per cent; 47.7 per cent of the deaths, a rise of 
3.7 per cenfand 75 per .cent of t6~al persons injured, an increase of 3 per cent. 

That p'edestrian accidents· did not rise correspondingly with collision acci­
q.ents was undoubtedly due to the extensive safety. education work among 
pedestrians by the Department during the past few years. · 

Fatalities resulting from collisions with railroad trains numbered 22, an 
increase of ten over the previous year, while the number of persons injured 
in tl!ese collisions totaled 57 as against 50 in 1939. 

Deaths. resulting from collisions with bicycles dropped from 19 in 1939 
to 18 and there were 749 bicyclists injured, an increase 'of 40. 

1940 MONTHLY RECORD OF ACCIDENTS BY COUNTIES 

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. :May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Total 
Atlantic 29 32 54 34 35 80 82 96 49 54 35 68 648 
Berg-en • : : : : : : : : 262 335 335 261 279 313 289 291 298 326 308 378 3674 
Burlington • . • • • • 48 · 70 53 49 65 69 64 99 82 .91 93 111 894 
Camden •••••••. 216 221 206 188 229 232 203 249 229 242 253. 314 2782 
Cap~ May •••... 14 15 11 14 26 30 90 90 31 70 14 13 418 
Cumberland •... 22 32 15 32 31 52 36 34 41 62 57 48 462 
Essex ...•••..•• 967 991 1041 889 972 914 871 1018 941 1260 1261 1419 12544 
Gloucester 35 36 52 29 36 54 55 85 57 57 65 73 634 
Hudson .. : ::::: 306 311 332 326 321 .409 270 327 335 390 369 392 4088 
Hunterdon .••••. 24 29 24 20 29 42 37 44 37 36 41 45 408 
Mercer ••••.•.•• 108 136 103 136 103 105 80 160 125 142 220 262 1680 
Middlesex ...... 153 223 163 158 156 163 187 202 194 185 239 256 2278 
Monmouth ••..•• 79 100 . 83 60 87 115 185 192 97 108 94 128 1327 
Morris 98 107 77 74 74 115 130 110 92 83 123 131 1214 
Ocean • . . • • . . • • • 18 24 16 22 34 49 85 94 35 22 26 37 462 
Passaic • • • • • . • . . 254 252 275 250 278 269 263 ·272 296 328 317 361 3415 
Salem •..••.•••• 27 22 16 9 23 24 44 27 22 28 35 .23 300 
Somerset ........ 67 67 60 60 64 73 59 81 76 95 91 96 889 
Sussex 12 21 24 21 15 22 2.') 39 24 22 19 25 269 
Union ::::::::: 264 276 274 276. 302 322 279 329 343 339 385 390 3777 
Warren ......... 36 27 29 22 23 26 34 38 31 40 37 31 375 

TOTAL ..... 3039 3327 3243 2930 3182 3478 3368 3877 3435 3980 4082 4601 42538 
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POPULATION DEATH RATE 

On the basis of population, there were 21.9 deaths per 100,000 persons 
in New Jersey. Hudson County had the lowest rate with 9.9 and the highest 
rate was in Ocean County with 61.3. 

The rate by counties follows : 

County 

Atlantic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 
Bergen ...........•.......... 
Burlington ..•...•........•... 
Camden ..•.•••.............•. 
Cape lVIay .........•......... 
Cumberland ................ . 
Essex ........•...........••. 
Gloucester .................. . 
Hudson ..............•...... 
Hunterdon ..•..•.•.••...•... 
Mercer ...................... . 
Middlesex .................•. 
Monmouth ................•• 
Morris ...............•••••.. 
Ocean ...............••••.•• 
Passaic ..................... . 
Salem ........••....•....... 

~~~~~e~.::::::::: :·:::::::::: 
Union .................... . 
Warren .•.•......•.......•.. 

NEW JERSEY 

Population 

124,066 
409,646 

97,013 
255,727 

28,919 
73,184 

837,340 
72,219 

652,040 
36,766 

197,318 
217,077 
161,238 
125,732 

37,706 
309,353 
42,274 
74,390 
29,632 

328,344 
50,181 

4,160,165 

Total 
Deaths 

31 
77 
54 
64 
11 
23 

122 
33 
65 
21 
45 
80 
50 
32 
23 
48 
15 
26 

8 
58 

·25 

911 

Deaths Per 
100,000 Population 

25. 
18.8 
55.6 
28.3 
38. 
31.5 
14.5 
45.8 

9.9 
57.5 
22.8 
36.8 
31. 
25.5 
61.3 
15.5 
35.7 
35.1 
27.1 
17.7 
50. 

21.9 

1940 MONTHLY RECORD OF FATALITIES BY COUNTIES 

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Total 

Atlantic . . . . • . . • 2 
Bergen • . . . . • . . . 6 
Burlington • . . . . . 4 
Camden .... . . .. 4 
Cape May ..... . 
Cumberland . . . • 1 
Essex . . . . . . • • . . 12 
Gloucester . . . . • . 2 
Hudson . • • . •• . . 6 
Hunterdon • . . . . . 1 
Mercer ....••... 
Middlesex . . . . . . 6 
Monmouth . .•• . . 3 
Morris • . . . • . . • • 1 
Ocean ....•••... 
Passaic ........ . 
Salem ....•..•.. 
Somerset . . . . . . . 1 
Sussex •.••.••... 
Union . . . . . . . • . 6 
'Varren 3 

61 

1 
5 
2 
6 

1 
l1 

1 
5 

3 
1 
1 

1 
7 
1 

3 
1 

50 

2 
2 
2 
2 

. 2 
9 
1 
4 

2 
5 
7 
2 
1 
5 

5 
1 

52 

7 
2 
4 
2 

• 5 

1 

3 
10 

1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 

51 

1 
5 
2 
4 

1 
17 

3 
6 
3 
1 
6 
1 
2 
2 
5 
1 
1 
1 
9 
2 

73 

'45 

7 
2 

4 
1 
2 
8 
2 
7 
2 
4 
4 
5 
4 
6 

2 
5 
1 
9 
1 

76 

4 
7 
4 
9 
1 
2 
4 
1 
6 
2 
8 
4 
6 
4 
3 

1 
3 
2 

72 

6 
3 
4 
3 
1 
2 

11 
4 
7 
1 
4 
8 
3 
1 
1 
6 
1 
3 
4 
3 
1 

77 

2 
11 

6 
8 
4 
3 
7 
6 
6 
2 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 
2 

4 
2 

8 
14 

3 
2 
6 
9 
6 
4 
4 
7 
7 
8 
6 

4 
4 
4 

2 
4 

3 
11 

5 
9 

2 
16 

3 
7 
3 
4 

13 
8 
4 
3 
8 
1 
3 

• 5 
2 

3 
10 
9 
8 

1 
13 

4 
6 
3 
7 

12 
5 
4 
2 
7 
2 
5 
1 
4 
3 

31 
77 
54 
64 
11 
23 

122 
33 
65 
21 
45 
80 so 
32 
23 
48 
15 
26 

8 
58 
25 

78 '102 110 109 911 



PEDESTRIAN CASUALTIES 

Three-fourths of the. fa~al pedestrian' accidents during the year occurred 
during dusk and darkness. 

· The most frequently· reported bad walking practice that contrHmted to · 
the pedestrian fat(:"!lity toll was crossing in the middle of · the open block. 
A total. of 160 pedestrians, most of them middle aged or elderly were struck 
while thus engaged, while another 62 were killed also in the middle of the 
block but when st~pping out. from behind parked cars. 

Walking in the roadway was. a practice that killed 67 pedestrians, 51 of 
whom. were walking with traffic in direct violation of the law and 16 were 
killed while .walking against traffic. Twelve victims, all under 15 years of 
age were playing in the roadway when hit. · 

A total of 107 pedestrians were struck at intersections and in the majority 
of. these cases the question of responsibility was debatable. Eighty-one of 
this .group were crossii1g at unsignalized .intersections and on the crosswalk 
where they had the right of way. One. pedestrian was killed 'while crossing 
with the signal which was his legal right; 14 were killed while walking 
against the signal and 11 while engaged in the dan,g~rou,s _practice of crossing 
the intersection diagonally. · · 

The dangerous age for pedestrians appears to be beyond 45 years, 70 
per cent of the casualties being middle-aged or elderly persons. 
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1940_ ACTIONS 0].? PEDESTRIANS KILI.'firi, THEIR CONDITION AND LIGHT CONDITIONS UNDE:R WHICH ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 

Action Kille'd 0-4 

Crossing at intersection-with signal . . 1 
Crossing at intersection-against signal 14 
Crossing at intersection-no signal . . . 81 
Crossing at intersection diagonally . . . 11 
Crossing not ·at intersection---cbmi·ng 

from behind parked vehicle . . . . . . . . 62 
Crossing not at intersection,- not 

coming from behind parked vehicle 160 
From behind parked cars to enter 

vehicle ..•.......•.............. 
Getting on or of{ other vehicle . . . . . . . 4 
Playing in roadway . . . • . . . ... . . . . . . . .12 
Walking in road with traffic . . . . . . . . 51 
Walking in road against traffic . . . . . . l 6 
Hitching on vehicle · ........ -.••.. ·. . . 2 
Lying in roadway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
At work on car in roadway . . . . . . . • . 5 
Other actions ..... . ·: ...... . · .... ·... 15 

TOTAL ..........•...•.... ~.. 436 

4 

4 

16 

AGE GROUPS 

5-14 15:24 25·44 45-64 65-0ver 

4 

10 

8 

33 

3 
1 

4 

2 

4 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

21 

8 

6 

20 

1 

9 
4 

I 
8 

57 

1' 
4 

33 
5 

19 

6.5 

2 

is 
4 

1 
2 
3 

164 

7 
31 
6 

21 

59 

ii 
7 

'2 
145 

9 

32 

is 
2 

1 

71 

CONDITION LIGHT CONDITION 

Physical Con· Attention . 
Defect fused Diverted N Or%11al Day Dusk Dark 

2 
3· 

2 

12 

1 
2 

22 

.. 
2 

13 
1 

10 

32 

1 
4 
1 

4 

2 

24 

1 . 
9 

52 
9 

43 

97 

4 
11 
30 
11 

2 
1 
5 

12 

287 

1 
5 

16 
2 

20 

29 

4 
12 

3 
3 
2 
1 

9 

107 9 

8 
64 

8 

4'2 

126 

47 
13 

1 
5 
6 

·320 



PEDESTRIANS-YOUNG AND OLD 

Perhaps the greatest advancement in safety in recent years has been 
among young children. 

Back in 1933, the year the Department began its compilation of accident 
statistics, the State was shocked when 157 youngsters under 15 years of 
age were killed and 4,119 were non-fatally injured in traffic accidents. In 
1940 child pedestrian casualties numbered 49 and injured 2,601, decreases 
over the eight-year period of 69 per cent in fatalities and 37 per cent in 
injuries. · 

In direct contrast was the elderly pedestrian ( 65 years and over) on 
whom safety education has made little impression during the eight years. 
In the same year, 1933, when child pedestrian casualties were at their peak, 
the elderly pedestrian was figuring in the accident casualty lists to the extent 
of 135 killed and 441 injured. In 1940, eight years later, the death toll for 
this age group numbered 145 and 463 were injured, increases of 7 and 5 per 
cent respectively. 

The. following records show the directly opposite trends in child and 
elderly pedestrian casualties during the period mentioned:. 

Children (Under 15) Elderly Pedestrians (65-0ver) 
Year Killed Injured Killed Injured 

1933 157 4119 135 441 
1934 148 3623 123 434 
1935 106 3042 147 417 
1936 109 3026 142 522 
1937 102 3016 164 549 
1938 69 2756 96 469 
1939 63 2728 114 465 
1940 49 2601 145 463 

FIVE-YEAR RECORD OF ACCIDENTS BY COUNTIES 

Atlantic ................. . 
Bergen ................... . 
Burlington ....•.•......... 
Camden ....•.•...•....... 
Cape May .•.•••.. ; ...•.. ·. 
Cumberland ............. . 
Essex ........•.•.... , .... . 
Gloucester ............... . 
Hudson ...••.............. 
Hunterdon .....••........ 
Mercer .....•.•.....•..... 
Middlesex •...•........... 
Monmouth •............... 
Morris ..••.•............. 
Ocean •.•..•...•....•..... 
Passaic ...•••.....•...... 
Salem ..••..•.........•... 
Somerset •..•......•...... 
Sussex •....•••••..•....... 
Union .•..••••.•.......... 
\Varren ....•...•.•....... 

1940 

648 
3674 
894 

2782 
418 
462 

12544 
634 : 

4088 
408 

1680 
2278 
1327 
1214 
462 

3415 
300 
889 
269 

3777 
375 

42538 

1939 

588 
2637 

708 
1985 
296 
244 

11483 
550 

3989 
376 

1430 
1861 
1178 
978 

·435 
2948 

177 
697 
262 

3042 
376 

36290 

48 

1938 

601 
2594 

543 
1712 
273 
218 

9766 
496 

3871 
345 

1407 
1939 
1182 
941 
442 

2755 
188. 
616 
265 

3067 
349 

33570 

1937 

679 
. 2696 

679 
2084 

335 
283 

11231 
636 

4533 
370 

1761 
2139 
1436, 
1041 
432 

3152 
222 
670 
290 

3409 
332 

38410 

1936 

651 
2331 

609 
2049 

269 
223 

9525 
523 

4022 
300 

1884 
1840 
1102 
929 
386 

2855 
195 
611 
260 

3455 
340 

34349 



THE ALCOHOL FACTOR IN ACCIDENTS 

Alcoholic beverages were an element in 160 fatalities, or 17 per cent 
of the year's total traffic deaths. Of these casualties, 89 resulted .from acci­
dents in which the d'river was intoxicated and 71 were pedestrians whose 
alcoholic condition greatly contributed to their accidents. 

Accidents in which the driver was reported as "had been drinking" totaled 
1,846, a 3'1 per cent increase over the previous year. The 89 deaths represent 
an increase of 16 and there were 1,285 persons non~fatally injured as com­
pared with 1,084. 

The driver between 25 and 44 years was the offender in· nearly two­
thirds of these accidents ·with· the next age group, 45 to 64 years ranking 
second.· The majority had over eleven years driving experience. 

Slightly over one-third of the drinking driv.ers in accidents were local 
residents, that is to say, residents of the municipality in which their accidents 
occurred. Nine per cent of the drivers were from other states. 

As might be expected, the leading violatior{ was driving "on the wrong 
side of the road" with ·speeding second in importance. Records reveal. that 
143 of these drivers hit and ran. 

Four-fifths of the accidents happened· at night, rising in intensity at 6 
P. M. and continuing until 4 A. M. Saturday and Sunday were the days of 
the week when the drinking driver was most prevalent. 

Included arrio1,1g the non-abstainers were 65 women, two of whom w~n~ 
involved in fatal accidents. 

INTOXICATED PEDESTRIANS 

One in every six pedestrians killed and one in every seventeen pedestrians 
injured in traffic accidents was urider the influence of alcoholic beverages. As 
heretofore stated, the death toll was 71 and 363 were injured. 

Three of the fatalities were women and three-fourths of the casualties 
were over 45 years of age. Nearly all, or 94 per cent of the accidents occurred 
during dusk or darkness. 

Crossing in the middle of the block was the. fault of nearly one-half the 
pedestrians who "had been drinking." One-fourth were walking in the·road-
way with traffic when struck. · 

During the past five years 416 pedestrians killed were reported as having 
been under the influence of liquor. 
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FIVEcYEAR RECORD OF FATALITIES BY COUNTIES 

1940 

Atlantic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 
Bergen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 
Burlington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 
Camden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Cape May . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
Cumberland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 
Essex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122 
Gloucester . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 
Hudson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65 
Hunterdon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 
Mercer . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . 45 
Middlesex . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 80 
Monmouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
Morris . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

·Ocean . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 
Passaic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 
Salem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
Somerset . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 
Sussex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 
Union • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 
Warren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

911 

1939 

46 
87 
36 
37 

4 
24 

117 
24 
67 

8 
44 
71 
44 
37 
15 
50 

9 
25 
13 
43 
13 

814 

1938 

50 
78 
39 
61 

9 
14 
95 
25 
70 
21 
35 
90 
57 
27 
20 
47 
26 
17 
10 
62 
12 

865 

AGES OF DRIVERS 

1937 

72 
110 

45 
104 

18 
31 

195 
33 

109 
20 
55 

121 
49 
47 
18 
6.3 
19 
55 

7 
95 
12 

1278 

1936 

61 
9!>-
36 
if3· 
22 
19 

14'8 
-47 

91 
t"4 
46 
97 
71 
24 
23 
67 
25 
32 
13 
74 
19 

1107 

Twenty to twenty-four was· the dangerous age for drivers. 
Youths within this age group comprised but 12 per cent of total regis­

tered drivers yet they figured in 22 per cent of the fatal accidents and more 
than 20 per cent of all accidents. Comparisons with other age groups follow: 

Per Cent of 
Age Group Registration 

17 to 19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . 6. 
20 to 24 .................. -...... 12. 
25 to 44 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54. 
45 to 64 . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25. 
65 and over ...... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3: 

100.00 

. . 

Per Cent 
in Fatal 

Accidents 

9. 
22. 
49 .. 
18. 

2. 

100.00 

HIT AND RUN ACCIDENTS 

Per Cent 
in All 

Accidents 

8.44 
20.57 
52.17 
17.42 
1.4 

100.00 

Hit and run drivers increased 13 per cent during the year_ with the total 
number of offenders 1,363 as against 1,206 in the previous year. Fifty-four 
lives were lost in accidents involving drivers who sped away without offering 
assistance to their victims. 

Fifty-one of the 54 hit ·and run·. victims were pedestr_ians, two were 
bicyclists and one was a passenger .in another vehicle. 

The largest number of hit and run fatalities was in Hudson County 
where there were· nine and in Essex and Monmouth counties there were 
seven each. 
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RESIDENCE o·F DRIVER$ 

While ·statistics show that the majority (over 88 per cent) of th~ c1rivers 
involved in New Jersey accidents during the year were J erseymen, it is 
interesting to note that over 36 per cent were residents of the municipalities 
in which their accidents occurred. This is mentioned solely for the purpose 
of putting at rest oft expressed claims that drivers from other places are 
responsible for most of the acCidents and not the local citizen. 

Over ten per cent of the accident drivers were residents of other states 
and about one-half this group came ·from New York State. 

AGE OF VEHICLE. 

For the purpose of determining, if possible, whether the age of a motor 
vehicle figures in the accident problem, the Department maintained a record 
of car vintage during the year. It reveals that cars of the current year and 
those three years old figured more frequently ·in accidents than the other 
age groups listed. The percentages follow: · 

Age 

Current year ............................... . 
· 1 year old .. · ..... : ....•..................... 
2 years old .....................•...••....... 
·3 years old' ........•...•.........•..•.. , .... 
A years· old •..••...•••..•••.•...• ; .•.••.•••• 
5 years old .•..••.••..•••.................... 
6 to 10 years old .•..•.•...••................ 
Over 10 years old ................. · ......... . 

Percentage 

15.19 
12.27 
9.26 

15.38 
13.21 
8.43 

22.89 
3.37 

100.00 

ACCIDENTS ON STATE ·HIGHWAYS 

While .accidents on all streets and highways increased 17 per cent during 
the year, a survey of the State Highway system shows. the toll on these 
routes was 23 per cent higher than the previous year. Deaths rose 5.7 per 
cent and the number of persons injured 14 per cent. 

Despite this, the State's traffic problem is still definitely concerned with 
local and county streets as distinguished from State Highways. Three-fourths 
of total accidents and 62 per· cent of total fatalities occurred on thoroughfares 
within local juris.diction. 

. Accidents-local streets ••.....•.....•.... 
Accidents-State Highways ....••..••••.•. 

Total accidents ..................... . 
Fatalities-local streets ... : . •......•....• 
Fatalities-State Highways .•••••..•••••.. 

Total fatalities 

51 

1940 

32.083 (75%) 
10,455 (25%) 

42,538 
564 (62%) 
347 (38%) 

911 

1939 

27,819 (76.6%) 
8,471 (23.4%) 

36,290 
486 (60%) 

. 328 (40%) 

814 



The highest accident record of all the State Highways was on Route 25 
with 2,589 accidents, 64 deaths and 1,926 persons injured. Route 4 had 791 
,accidents, 19 deaths and 580 injured and .Route 29 ended the year with 625 
acCidents, 20 fatalities and 470. injured. 

TWO-YEAR RECORD OF STATE HIGHWAY ACCIDENTS 

ROUTE No. ACCIDENTS DEATHS INJURED 

1940 1939 1940 1939 1940 1939 
1 290 255 2 13 208 200 

s~ 1 16 9 1 10 11 
S- 1A 12' 5 2. 14 3 

2 464 257 2.i 14 355 239 
3 142 114 3 ·4 81 89 
4 791 621 19 27 580 528 

S· 4A 1 
4N. 100 81 1 .. ·.2 40 44 
5 10 11 4 8 
5-N 14 13 2 22 11 
6 558 455 34 25 421 373 
7 73 82 6 2 40 42 
8 28 26 1 '2 21 12 
8-N 8 5 2 7 2 

10 165 163 3 9 141 118 
. 12 7 13 1 1 9 9 

21 257 243 1 7· 149 150 
. 23 214 192 5· 9 124 147. 
24 287 239 6 6 171 126 

S-24 96 74 1 1 53 82 
25 2589 2042 64 45 1926 1693 
25·M 77 27 '2 44 13 
26 173 180 8 8 147 123 
27 401 354 7 13 303 301' 
28 398 339 9. 10 294 227 

S-28 54 43 3 2 49 28· 
29 625 . 513 20 10 470 412 
30 150 115 10 5 105 88 
31 138 129 3. 3, 99 91 

S-31 23 31 4, 15 33 
32 79 61 1 . . 1 48 28 
33 145 132 g. 2 121 97 
34 60 86 3 4 42 115 
35 309 231 12 15 264 187 

. 36 48 52 6 1 45 64 
37 104 90 5 1 86 57 
38 . 70 38 1 62 31 
39 119 77· 6 6 107 65 
40 81 68 3 4 68 75 

S-40 11 12 1 1 6 10 
41 17 14 4 22 9 

S-41 26 31 1 2 . 21 2 
42 134 132 . 7 16 133 135. 
43 261 249 19 12 272 253 
44 168 100 4 7 117 79 
45 181 115 8 5 153 94 
45·M 14 10 1 3 8 
46 62 14 2· 45 10 
47 141 134 7 8 113 141 
48 128 86 9 5 103 80 
49 : 81 61 6 5 49 44 

S-49 21 19 1 24 14 
50 23 27 1 3 18 2 

State Highway 
with no No. 12 12 ... 

10455 8471 347 328 7836 6863 
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DISTRIBUTION OF ACCIDENTS AN.D FATALITIES ACCORDING TO 
STATE HIGHWAYS AND Ii>CAL STREE'fS 

County 

Atlantic , .•.•..........•..... 
Bergen •..................... 
Burlington .................. . 
Camden •.••••..••......••...•... 
Cape May ...•.••........•••. 
Cumberland ..• ·• •••....... · ••. 
Essex ....••.••.••.....•..... 
Gloucester ...••••............ 
Hudson ; ..•••.••........••.. 
Hunterdon .......•....••••.. 
Mercer ....•.•.....•.....•... 
Middlesex •.•.....••••...•... 
l\;Ionmoul:h •...............••.. 
Morris .•••.•........•.•••... 
Ocean ............•........... 
Passaic ....•.•••............. 
Salem .•.•.•••••..•.....•.... 
Somerset .••...••••...•...••. 
Sussex .....•.••••..•........ 
Union .............•..••..•.. 
Warren .....•..........••... 

ENTIRE STATE ......... . 

ACCIDENTS 

On State 
Highways 

42% 
28 
49 
30 
31 
31 

9 
47 
14 
65 
24 
42 
43 
SQ 
51 
5 

49 
48 
52 
37 
47 

25% 
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On Local 
Streets 

58% 
72 
51 
70 
69 
'69 
91 
53 
86 
35 
76 
58 
57 
50 
49 
95 
!i 1 
52 
48 
63 
53 

75% 

FATAl,lTIES 

On Stilte 
Highways 

39% 
58 
39 
44 
.9 
35 
13 
39 
12 
76 
33 
48 
52 
59 
52 
Hi 
73 
65 
38 
34 
36 

38% 

On Local 
·Streets 

61% 
42 
61 
56 
9'1 
65 
87 
61 
88 
24 
67 
52 
48 
41 
<is 
'85 
27 
35 
62 
66 
64 

62% 



TRAFFIC LAW VIOLAT.ONS 

Police. magistrates reported to the Department a total of 100,709 arrests 
· during. the year for violati9ns of the Traffic and Motor Vehicle Acts. This 

was but.264 more arrests than in the previous year despite the. greater volume 
of traffic ~on the streets and highways. 

In addition to the 100,709 ·arrests within the State there were6,939 New 
Jersey drivers arrested for violations while traveling in other states. 

ARRESTS AND PENALTIES 

Total arrests ........ · .•.•.•..................•• 
Fined or jailed ...........•.•.•..•.••••.•..••.• 
Suspended sentence ..............•..••.......•. 
Dismissed .....•................••.••• : . ....•. 

MAJOR VIOLATIONS 

~;~:dT~~ d.r~~i.~~ . : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ; : : : : : : : : : : 
Rif~~ed r;~v:~~. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ::: : : : : : : : : : : 
Manslaughter .•.•...••............. · .••........ 
Careless driving ........•.......•.•....••.•••.. 
Stop .........•.••...•••...•....••... 
Passing · ..•••........................... 
Miscellaneous •••••......... · .................. . 

1940 

100,709 
77,141 
19,431 
4,137 

1940 

2,502 
44,358 

1,302 
701 
104 

16,662 
2,620 
4,817 

27.643 

100,709 

1939 

100,445 
77,582 
18,795 

4,068 

1939 
2,726 '· 

46,941 
1,248 

605 
78 

16,596 
2,824 
4,953 

24,474 

100,445 

The sum of $232,390.50 was derived from fines imposed in cases where 
arrests were made by motor vehicle inspectors and State police. 

By means of the filing system used by the Department in ·its handling 
of the magistrates' reports of convictions, a total of 3,780 "repeaters" were 
bro.ught to attention. These were drivers with three or more convictions 
which automatically made them subject to revocation.proceedings. 

TOTAL ARRESTS BY COUNTIES 

Atlantic •....•.......•.................•....... 
Bergen .••••.••..•..••....•.......•.•• ; .•...••. 
Burl ngton ••..•.......•..•..•..........•....•. 
Camden ...•..•.••..............•...•.•........ 
Cape May .•.•. : • ...•.•.....•.........••....... 
Cumberland •..• : . •.......•.........•......... 
Essex ....••••.•.•..•.....••.....•.•........•• 
Gloucester ..................................•. 
Hudson ..•....•.•...•...••...•..•.••......... 
Hunterdon ............••.•.....•............. 
l\1ercer ......... · ......•..••........•........... 
Middlesex •............•••..................••. 
Monmouth ...........••.••••........•....•.•.. 

.Morris .......••......•... • ... · · · • •• · • • · · · · · · · 
Ocean •...........•••............•.....•.•.... 
Passaic ••.••.......•••••...•.••.••.••••...... 
Salem .....••.•..•••••..........•••••.•...•.. 
Somerset ..•.•.•... : . .........••..•.....•..•.. 
Sussex ........•..••••..•.....•...•.•.....•... 
Union .•.•..•..••••..•....••.•..•••.•••••.••• 
Warren .....•.....••••.••..•...••...•••....•• 
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1940 1939 

4,065 
11,821 
5,713 
4,198 

682 
1.610 

19,657 
2,954 
1,875 
1,530 
4,433 
9,004 
3,185. 
3,925 
2,910 
4,431 
2.195 
s:s23 
1,189 
8,388 
1,118 

100,709 

3,694 
12,124 
5,269 
4,455 

720 
1.474 

17,984 
4,448 
1,671 
1,708 
4,6o6 
9,318 
3,250 
3,273 
3,032 
3,565 
1,893 
6,393. 
1,024 
9,355 
1,129 



Counties 

DUl11llhP·Ull • • • 

c.n. LT!ouce:~ter 
c.n. 

HllllLClUUil 

TOTALS .. 

REPORT OF TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS 

DISPOSITION VIOLATIO~S 

Total Fine or Suspended Reckless Hit and 
Reports Jail Sentence· Dismissed Driving Speeding Rpn 

4,065 
11,821 

5,713 
4,198 

682 
1,610 

19,657 
2,954 
1,875 
1,530 
4,433 
9,004 
3,185 
3,928 
2,910 
4,431 
2,195 
5,823 
1,189 
8,388 
1,118 

3,560 
8,366 
5,282 
3,576 

584 
1,321 

12,868 
2,643 

956 
1,393 
3,946 
7,878 
2,466 
3,302 
2,414 
2,015 
1,981 
5,059 
1,068 
5,400 
1,063 

77,141 

297 
2,671 \ 

376 
567 
84 

244 
5,880 

270 
630 
108 
364 
990 
424 
467 
441 

2,000 
196 
694 
101 

2,584 
43 

19,431 

208 
784 

55 
55 
14 
45 

909 
•41 
289 
29 

123 
136 
295 
159 

55 
416 

18 
70 
20 

404 
12 

4,137 

111 
286 
122 
156 
28 
43 

136 
150 
205 

25 
153 
170 
167 
138 
99 

117 
50 
74 
35 

209 
28 

2,502 44,358 1,302 701 

4 
2 
1 
5 
4 
1 
4 
6 

17 

2 
18 
4 
9 
1 
6 
4 
2 
1 

11 
2 

104 

Careless Stop 
Driving Street 

16,662 2,620 

Passing 
Signal 

4,817 21,336 

Parking 

6,307 



FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY AND ACCIDENT REPORTING 

Judgment creditors in motor vehicle accident litigation were rendered a 
distinct public service during the year through the application of the Financial 
Responsibility Law. . . . 

One of the important features of this iaw is· the section. that provides for 
the revocation of the licenses of those who fail to satisfy judgments which 
result from motor vehicle accidents. Unsatisfied judgments totaling 
$697,993.07 were reported to the Department and as a result of subjecting 
the defendar;tts to the requirements of the law, proof ·of· payment was sub­
sequently filed in the amount of $219,348.59. Had :it not been for the en­
forcement of the Financial Responsibility Law, these judgments might have 
been uncollectible. In the cases where the judgm.ents. remained unsati~fied 
the driving and registration privileges of the defendants were revoked. 

In addition to the -foregoing, there were scores of cases in which the mere 
threat of revocation was sufficient to 'force prompt settlement of claims before 
the cases were officially. brought within the scop·e of the law. 

General activities of the Financial Responsibility Division reveal that in 
a given year only a small percentage of drivers have accidents and are con­
victed of Traffic or l\iotor Vehicle law violations. It is this minority which 
is responsible for the accident record and, incidentally, the target of the 
Financial Responsibility Law. · 

This minority dass may include new and' different· drivers eacl~ year but 
when it is considered that the Financial Responsibility Law is enforced on a 
three-year period basis-that these three-year periods· interlock and form a 
continuous chain, each year adding to and eliminating the reckless, irrespon­
sible drivers who cause accidents-it is evident that a good • cross-section of 
this group is brought within the scope of the law. . 

. By forcing most of the drivers and owners in this. minority class to prove 
evidence of· their financial responsibility covering every vehicle that they will 
drive or have registered in the State of New Jersey, or by removing them 

·from. the highways, the Department is protecting the citizens and motoring 
public of the State from this group of motorist. Thus. is provided a protec­
tion to persons injured in motor vehicle accidents by broadening their ability 
to collect damages . 

. Perhaps the outstanding feature of the Financial Responsibility Law is 
that it either removes from the highways the irresponsible motorists or else 
forces these_ motorists into a financially responsible position whereby they 
will be able to assume their obligations arising from their own negligence. 

in order that the safety value of· this law can be. realized it is important 
that ~very driver be made familiar. with its requireme~ts and brought to the 
realization that persistent flaunting of the Traffic and l\Iotor Vehicle Laws 
will, through this law, directly affect his pocketbook, his livelihood. and his 
privilege of owning and operating a motor· vehicle in New Jersey. It can be 
made one of the law's strongest .weapof.!-S with which to combat accidents. 
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Then and onl'y then will drivers see the wisdom. of driving carefully and 
thus- avoid being placed in the. class affected by the application of this law. 
There is no authentic data as to· the number of motor vehicles registered in 
New Jersey that are covered by insurance. The number of cars involved in 

· accidents which were insured may be gained from the figures comp!Jed as 
the result of the answers to the question on our accident report, asking 
whether or not the vehides .. concerned in the accidents were insured. 

The results show that of the 76,872 cars involved in accidents reported 
to this Department during the year 1940, 37 per cent were insured, 26 per 
cent were not insured, while the. information \vas unanswered in. 37 per cent 
of the ·cases. The figures· were as follows.: 

Car insured ...................... . 
Car not insured ................... . 
Insurance status unknown •......... 

Total Cars· ...•.....•........... 

Total 
€ars• 

28,141 
20,198 
28,533 

76,872 

ACCIDENTS 

Persons 
Fa far Injured 

Accidents A:cciden.ts 

362 
338 
400 

1,100' 

10,578 
8,654 

11,444 

30',676· 

Property 
Damage 

Accidents 

17,20l 
11,206' 
16,689 

45,0~6 

Title 39: Chapter 4, Section 130 of the Revised Statutes of New Jersey;, 
makes it obligatory f0r the drhrer of any v~hicle inv9lved. in an accident 
resulting in inJuries. or -death to any person or damage to property to the 
apparent extent of twenty-five dollars or more, to forward. a report of such 
accident to the Department of Motor Vehicles within forty-eight hours. 

Of the accident reports received, 5,953 were originally reported in letter 
form. Numerous accidents are reported over the telephone or by persons who 
call personally at the office. Upon ·receipt of these reports a regular rep0rt 
form. is_ .sent to· each party; concerned in the; aecident, req:uesting that the 
report be filled in! and returned to the office. 

During· the. year,. the department answered thousands of inquiries regard­
iNg acddents,. advising names an& address·es, etc.; of the applicants whose 
li'cense numbers have· been' quoted~ and explaining the procedure to, be fol­
lowed by law· in order to- make a complaint or. to. collect damages'. Numerous 
inquiries o:ver the telephone are answered daily·, and persons are interviewed 
who desire information regarding· accidents. 

Total' accident reports received . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81,257 

. Included in these totals are 1,832 accident reports which were received 
in letter form, the operators having failed to comply, w:ith a report on the 
regular accident report form. In numerous cases. drivers involved in acci­
dents, report such accidents to the local police authorities, and are: of the 
opinion that such a report is sufficient, and, therefore, do not report to' this 
office. In such cases, many of the reports are received direct from the police 
departments ·?.nd would be included in the total accidents reported· by:· the 
Traffic Division. 
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Also included in these totais are 2,553 accident cases where the parties 
concerned have established to Department satisfaction that the prope.rty · 
damage as result of the accident was not $25.00 and there was no evidence 
of personal injury. Therefore, these parties have not been required to file a 
report as the law does not call for such accidents to be reported-or the parties 
concerned have proved that a report is not required. 

Photostat copies of all reports are forwarded to the Traffic Division where 
detailed statistics of accidents are compiled. Complete statistics on these 
accid~nts will be found in the statistical report of accidents. 

MAGISTRATES' REPORTS. 

Magistrates' reports. received during 1940 covering convictions of certain 
sections of the Motor Vehicle or Traffic Act which are set forth by the New 
Jersey Financial Responsibility Law, total 3,408. These reports are classified 
as follows: 

Title 39: Chapter 4, Section 96 .••....... , . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . • • • . • 2,146 
Title 39: Chapter 4, Section 129 ... .. .. . .. .. . . . . .. .. .. . • .. .. .. .. • .. . .. • 397 
Title 39: Chapter 4, Section 50 . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,295 
Evidence of financial respon~ibility requested as result of convictions...... 3,408 
To:al cases-evidence of financial responsibility requested as result of 

convictions where sufficient time has not elapsed for a certificate to be 
filed or completed, 

Pending • . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . • . . . . . . • • • . • • • . . • . . • . • . . . . • • • • • • • . . . . 430 

CANCELLATIONS. 

Insurance conipanies are required to advise this office ten days in advance 
·of the cancellation of any policy for which a certificate is filed. 

Cancellation notices received and the parties t,totified of the requirements of . 
the law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,554 

Pending cancellation cases, where sufficient time has not to complete . 
the cases . ·.•..... . ................. -.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . 88 

ExPIRA Tio:Ns. 
This law requires that evidence of financial responsibility shall remain on 

file for three consecutive years after the date of the last accident ·or convic­
tion which makes a party subject to the law. The Department maintains a 
chronologicaL file where the duplicate copies of all certificates received are 
filed according to the expiration date of the policy. This file is checked daily 
and the expired certificates removed; the cases checked, and the parties 
advised of the necessity of having a renewal certificate filed. During the 
year 1940, 7,886 certificates expired. These cases were checked and when 
necessary the party advised of the requirements of the law. This work has 
discounted considerably due. to the expiration of the three-year period in . 
many cases. 

Certificates received during 1940 ....... · .... : .....•••.....•.. :...... •.. . . 13,595 , 

JuDGMENTS. 

- The law requires that the Department shall revoke the licenses of anyone 
who fails to satisfy a judgment in excess of $100.00, within thirty days 4fter 
the date that the judgment becomes firial. Upon receipt of a certification from 
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a court showing an unsatisfied judgment which comes within the scope of 
the law, defenda.nts are advised of the proposed suspension of all his licenses, 
unless he satisfies the requirements of the law within a reasonable .Ieng~h of 
time. The defendant must immediately satisfy the judgment in full or make 
satisfactory arrangements for the payment of the judgment in installments. 
He must also prove to this Department evidence of his financial responsibility 
for future accidents for a period of three years after the ·date he is made 
subject to the law. For failure to fully comply with these requirements; his 
licenses are revoked until he has complied with the law as explained hereto­
fore. 

Total judgment cases certified during 1940 •••••.•••.....•.•..........•. : 
Judgments secured against New Jersey residents in another State .........• 
New Jersey judgments secured against non-residents ......•....••.....••.. 
Revocations ........... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................•. 
Judgments satisfied, evidence of financi<?.l for. future accidents 

established, licenses restored .... , .........•••......•.......•.......•• 
Satisfied law, cases ..................... . 
Pending, Inspector attempting to locate or 

· ad1ress through correspondence with courts 
Pending, sufficient time has not. elapsed for case to 

Rsvoc.A noNs. 

817 
70 
61 

746 

497 
217 

8 
33 

Total revocations for failure to comply with the Financiaf Responsibility Law 4,671 

RSSTORATIONS. 

Total restorations, after establishing financial. responsibility 3,29,7 

There is in possession. of the Department a list of 845 sets of plates that 
were revoked during 1940 for failure to comply with the Financial Respon­
sibility Law. These plates have been forwarded to the New Jersey State 
Prison· for disposal. 

The operation of the photostat equipment comes under the jurisdiction 
of this Division .. Pictures were made of all applications for certified copies, 
and pict.ures of the records of the Bill of Sale Division for certified copies 
for which a fee is charged, and the proceeds included in the general returns 
of the Department. 

ABSTRACTS. 

The law requires that the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall furnish 
upon request, a certified abstract of the operating re~ord of any person, and 
shall charge a fee of one dollar for each abstract. 

Abstracts furnished •.•....•• ·, •....•............•...••••.•.•.•..•••••. 
Fee collected .....•...•....•••..••••..............•.....•.....•...... 
536 Certified abstracts •.......•......... @ $1.00 .......•..••........ 

1 Certified abstracts • . . . . . . . • . . . • . . . . . @ $.1.00 ....•••.•........... 
* 38 Cer.tified abstracts • . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . • No fee .......•• ; ; .•••...... 

575 
$537.50 

536.00 
1.50 

$537.50 

* These 38 certified 
used. as evidence to 

were issued-no fee, and were for Inspectors to be 
in the prosecution of cases. 
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One qf the_ most re11able_ barqmeters of business conclitions is the Bill of 
Sale J)ivision · of the Department- which reveal~ each year- the number of 
new car- sales and the tJSed car turnover in the State. 1940· was the· biggest 
year- in this respect since the law went i'nto effect in Jijly; 1931. 

New car sales dm:i.ng the y;ear total.ecll44,21Q, whiJe the numbe:r of used 
car assignme.nts which · indude.s d~als, covering ca.rs. sold, betwe_en dealers as 
wen·as the trade-i·n and the subsequent re-sale to the retail purchaser, was 
678,377. These figures represent· an increase of 32,671 in new car sales and 
an incr:e_ase of 89,065 i11, ~ssignm~nts o:ve-r the~ prre:viot+s year. 

Tot~l. revenue- from biU o{ sale; issuances and- transactions· wa,s. $.6~4,859.25 
as comp~red with- $558,7:36 in 1939,_ an ine-~ease- of 24 per· ~en;t. · 

DuFing the yea-r 341 new dea·h;,_r.s' -licen;;e~ we_-re i.s.sw~d; ~~ thet. :O.ivision, 
making: a total of 2, 1 q8, Ofl. th~ active- dealers! At tl;t~ same_. tit:ne the 
Division revoked 296 dealers' licenses ·for improper business operations and 
cessation of business activities. 

Th(f.· q:rigip~J i.t}t~Qt G:f: q{ S.al~, L.aw Wq$_: tp :PI:0X~.d.e: a. .uniform 
inethod of recording titles on automobiles and· the elimination of stolen car 

·.sales. It has accomplished its purpose and at the same time is· prov.iding: an 
excellent source· of revenue- at, a- minimHm· ope-rating cost. 

FqJ:I;owi.n~ is,<!. terJ..:-Ye.C!r rec;ord of new c.c1-r sale_s a,ncl~ used· ~ar assigpments : 

Year, 

1931 
1932 
193·3 .. 
t'9'J4~ 
1935 
193-6 
l9.37 
1'9.38 
l!iJ9 
1940 

~.ew~ <;:ar, $aJe~ 

5,668 
58,628· 
£?7,778, 
75;995· 

. 105.258; 
13'f;829" 

l-~jJ1! 
1-11-548-
144:219·· 

927,921 

Q.s.c~<L C:::?r -!'\~§.i~Il:ment~, 

29,45_81 UuJy,to.Qc_c.), 
324;730 . • • 
37,.3,223" 
400;068· 
473·;'656 
571,49_5/ -
619,482 
s·o3;:fo·6 
589.,31:~ 
678,3]7 

4,583,211 

'.t:YR~~: QF; ~J;LI. Q~ s._A~It ~OB.lii_S;. I~&_:Q.EJ?., 

OR:IGINAL BI-LIS OF.- SALE· (-BS-,1-) 
Th~;e- f;r~-~ ;r~ ~;ed- .by N·.: j. ~~;v._ C<!_J;' 

·dealers only upon the sale of a- new vehicle._ 

ASSIONMEN!:S I (B~-2). 
Th~s~ ·forms ar:e used for. the Sf!le of: a 
u'sed car. 

ABSTRACTS OF CONTRACT 
Th~se forms are~ used in conhmction w_ith 
fornis B'S-1 or BS·2· wheri v_ehicle is.'subject 
to a lien. - · · · · · ·· · ·- · · 

144,219 @· .50 

*678,377, @ .so 

$72;1,09.50 

35·,().8?.00. 
81,189.50 

* The total figure on assignments is not to be construed as being the actual number 
. of used cars sold in this State. This figure .includes the deals covering cars sold 

between dealers as well as the trade-in and the subsequent resale to the new retail 
purchaser. 
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FORECLOSURE BILLS OF SALE 
~BS-4). 

These forms are used in corrtpleting fore­
ch>sure transactions arising out of 
repossession of vehicles by virtue of condi­
tional sales contracts, chattel mortgages, 
g:ara~e Ii<;n prqceeding_s~ e.tc. 

P·ROOF OF O·WNERSHIP 
CERTIFlCAJ'E.S (B.S-5) 

These forms are used on vehicles purchased 
out; of state, exchange· of motors,, co'rrectfug 
errors i~ ·the c.hain of title,, e~~· 
D,uplicate titles 

DEALERS BILL OF ·sALE LICENSES 
R. S. 39:10-19 requires every person 
engaged ·in buying and selling automobiles 
to b.e P.r<>,J?e.t:l)! lic;eJ;tsecl•. 

PENALTIES 
The law requires a penalty. fee to be 
collected'. where bills of sale have not been 
filed within the. required five day period. 

PHOTOSl':ATIC COPIES. 
It is ne~es!Jar-y to prepare photostatic copies· 
of bill of sale records for co,ur.t- purposes 
for whic})· <11: $,.SO fee i,11. clmrge_d, covering 
each pri~t:.. · 

COLLEC'l!~ONS ON I:.}E;N'S.· 
In acco,rd~nc.e. with R •. S ... ~9;:10•14 a fe.e 
is charged for the cancellation of recorded 
li.e,n's on~ i:e.c~~q. · · · · " " · · · ., · · 

·INFORMATION ON LIENS 
In accordance with R .. S. 39 :10-}4, a fee 
is charged for the issuance of statements 
regarding the status of liens, as recor.d~d 
in the files. 

S.J?ECI~L. CQLLE.c;TIQ~$ 
These items represent c.ollectiQns o~ default 
Qf dealers; b.Qn.4s.' ~pq: oth~J:'e rpisce.llaneojJS: 
ch.arges. 

Total revenue from January 1, 1940, to 
Decep1ber 31, 1940. 

7,219 @ .50 

so· •. sn @ UlO 
9,60? @ 1.00 

341 @ 10.00 

6,522 @; 1'.00 

2,269 @ .25 

EXCISE TAX 

3,60!?.50 

80,811.00 
9,602.00 

3,410.00 

6,522.0.01 

261.00 

61,348.00 

567.25 

552.()0; 

$694,859.25 

The law. (Sections 48 :4--.-20 through 48 :4--.-34 Revised Statutes} requires 
the Commissioner to collect· a half.:·cent per mile tax for the use of the high-' 
ways from passenger motor carriers engaged in interstate commerce. As Ne.w 
Jersey, the gateway of the nation, is crossed by numerous buses in their 
movem~nts to aU parts 6£ the country. from New York City, the 'mileage is 
considerable. 

Suburban bus traffic from New York and Philadelphia via the bridges 
and tunnels also constitutes a large factor. The tax is payable monthly. For 
1940, a total of $101,056.20 was collected, an increase of $6,120.55 over the 
previous year. 
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The personnel of the Division devotes its activities to study of the reports 
filed monthly, periodical· examination of the books and records of the oper­
ators, and a physical check of bus movements at the various points of entry 
to the State. 

During the summer months many persons are transported for compensa­
tion from New York City to the Catskill Mountain area of New York, in 
sedari type vehicles via Bergen County highways. As these vehicles are indi­
vidually owned, their owners are required to post surety bonds to guarantee 
payment of the tax. 'The requirement is also imposed upon other· bus operators 
engaged in seasonal operations only. 

MONTHLY RECORD OF EXCISE TAXES IMPOSED AND COLLECTED 
1940 

Month 
Total 

Mileage 

January • • . . . . . . . . . . . 1,598,802.93 
February . . • • • • . • • • • • • 1,491,826.93 
March • . . . . • • • . . . • • • • 1,623,033.89 
April . . • .. . . . • • • • • . .. 1,575,067.74 
May • • • . . . . • • .. • . . . . • 1,671,011.36 
June • . • • • • • • • • • • . . . . 1,825,791.13 
July . .. .. • • .. . . . . . . . • 2,426,590.92 
August . . . . . . . . . . • • • • 2,318,731.00 
September • . . • . • . • . . . . 2,013,198.64 
October . . . . . • • • • • • • . . 1,779,212.28 
November . • • • • • • • • • • • 1,545,853.00 
December • . • • • . . . • • • . 1,646,906.00 

Exempt 
Miles 

143,541.90 
159,568.60 
138,311.60 
108,554.00 
113,067.00 
69,940.00 

151.754.00 
21,380.00 

117,671.00 
112,529.00 
100,796.00 
105,702.00 

Taxable 
Mileage 

1,455,261.03 
1,332,258.33 
1,484,722.29 
1,466,513.7 4 
1,557,944.36 
1,755,851.13 
2,27 4,836.92 
2,297,351.00 
1,895,527.64 
1,666,683.28 
1,445,057.00 
1,541,204.00 

Amount 

$7,337.30 
6,659.94 
7,424.55 
7,336.49 
7,793.59 
8,804.53 

11,421.24 
11,487.27 
9,477.88 
8,330.52 
7,253.50 
7,729.39 

Total 
Amount 

$7,337.30 
6,6_59.94 
7,424.55 
7,336.49 
7,793.59 
8,804.53 

11,421.24 
11,487.27 
9,477.88 
8,330.52 
7,253.50 
7,729.39 

TOTAL ••••.•.•.•• 21,516,025.82 1,342,815.10 20,173,210.72 $101,056.20 $191,056.20 

INFORMATION SERVICE 

Once described as a veritable beehive of activity is the room· in which 
car registrations and drivers' license are filed. Here is maintained a 24-hour 
information service available to the police and the general public seeking car 
and driver data. 

During the year this Division handled 577,827 inquiries or a daily average 
of 1,583 requests for every day in the year. 

The steady increase in the number of cars registered and drivers licensed 
likewise added to the volume of work handled by the "look up" clerks attached 
to the Division. The 577,827 requests, received represent a 26 per cent 
increase over the previous year. ' 
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TYPES OF REQUESTS HANDLED BY INFORMATION BUREAU 

Jan. Feb. ·Mar. April May June July Aug. ·sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Total 
Letters regarding duplicates and 

renewal licenses and telegrams .. 2,195 3,340 2,583 3,127 2,930 2,472 2,984 2,361 32,7 55 
Regular information letters ....... 6,085 5,993 6,663 6,280 6,056 6,333 5,771 5,697 74,197 
Certified copies, special delivery and 

registered letters .............. ' 5,821 6,516 6,658. 8,184 7,552 5,912 7,242 7,911 5,730 5,423 7,000 8,095 82,044 
Lookups on lists and miscellaneous 

lookups ..................... 
People appearing ·at office in person 

12,366 13,717 13,146 14,345 13,676 12,189 15,522 15,516 13,614 11,880 12,838 13,898 162,707 

for informat:on •.............. 711 677 1,408 1,010 775 696 807 796 1,429 958 750 787 10,804 

0\ 
Telephone and telautograph, 1 A. M, 

506 6,017 to 9 A. M.-I.,ocal ............ 297 .276 253 196 279 268 262 316 1,230 1,694 440 
(..,) 'l'elephone and telautograph, 1 A. M. 

to 9 A. M.-Long Distance .... 2,829 2,576 3,666 2,321 3,246 3,099 3,132 3,918 3,418 4,440 4,679 6,728 44,052 
Telephone and telautograph, 9 A. M. 

4,739 4,183 . to 5 P. M.-Local ............ 3,132 3,280 3,842 3,432 3,244 3,170 3,468 4,050 3,912 3,699 44,151 
Telephone and telautograph, 9 A. M. 

6,'749 to 5 P. M.-Long distance .... 6,067 5,733 6,860 4,976 . 5,661 5,568 5,578 6,192 6,908 7,236 7,344 74,872 
Telephone and telautograph, 5 P. M. 

to 1 A. M.-Local .... · ........ 401 422 501 399 444 477 427 452 1,234 1,673 584 794 7,808 
Telephone and telautograph, 5 P. 'M. 

to 1 A. 1VL-l~ong distance , ... 2,460 2,772 2,526 2,288 2,461 2,717 3,014 2,983 3,604 4,487 3,127 5,981 38,420 
--- --- --- --- --- ---

TOTALS .................... 42,364 43,776 48,193 46,915 46,584 43,399 48,859 51,120 50,287 51,335 49,700 55,295 .577,827 



JU;NK YARD SUPERVISION 

By direction of litw, the lV[otor Vehicle Department maintains supervision . 
over all automobile junk yards adjacent to- or visible from the State highways. 
There were 35 such ya:rds licensed and supervised during the year from which 
was derived a total revenue of $1,875. 

The object of thelaw is to insure junk yards being maintained in a clean 
and orderly manner; that 'their appearance shall cause no unreasonable 
depreciation of surrounding property. 

Locations of the 35 junk yards under Department supervision were as 
follows: 

County Number 

Atlantic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..• . • . . 3 
Bergen ......•................ ·. . . . ... ... . . . • 4 
Burlington . . . . . • • . . . . • . . . . . . • • . • . . . . . . . . 4 
Essex ..... ·.............................. 2 
Gloucester ••••...•...•. ·. . . • • • • • . • . . . . . . . . 2 
Hudson .. ; • . • • • • • • . . • •• • • • • .• • • • • • . . . . . . . 4 
Hunterdon . . . . . •.• • • • • • . . • . • . . . . • • • • . . • • • 3 
Mercer . • . . . . . • • . . . • • • • • . . . . . . . • • . . . • . . . . 1 
Middlesex . . • • • • . . . . • . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • . . . 2 
Monmouth . . . . . . . . . • • • . . • • . . . . . • • • • • . • . . 1 
Morris .••..• ~ •.•.•••.• • ..• • • • • • . • . •.• • • • • • • 1 
Pas .. saic •••••.•••.••••.•••••••...• ·-· .•• .,, . 1 
Sorrterset • • • . • • . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . • • . . . • • • • • • 2 
Union . .••• · •• :........... .• •. .. . . .. . . . . • 5 

35 

Following is a record of the monthly fees collected· under the Junk Yard 
Law: 

Date 
License 

Fees 

January • • . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . ... . . . . $250 

i;~:c~~.:::::: ~:::::::::::::: ::: ~~g 
April ••..•••... : ........ :. • . . • . . . 100 
May ...... ...................... 100 
June ....................... -....... 1-00 
July ............ -·................ I-50 · 
August ••••.....•... ; . . . .. • • . . . . •.. .Zoo 
September ; •.•.••.....•.•..•.•••• No business 
October .•...•••....•••........ :. . 300 
November : • •••.•..•••.... -.. •.•.•.•• 100 
December • • • . . • • • • • • • • • •.. . • • • • • • 150 

TqTALS . .. .. .. .. • .. • . .. .. • $1,800 
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Inspection 
Fees 

$75 

Totals 

$250 ' 
100 
250. 

' 100 
100 
125 
150 
200 

·sso 
100 
150 

$1,875 



MULTILITH ROOM 

The Department maintains. its own bureau where applications, certifi-
. cates, pamphlets and all forms used in the administration of the motor vehicle 
and traffic ads are printed, numbered, perforated, etc. During the year the 
Multilith Room handled 29,413,457 operations in the process of keeping the 
various divisions supplied with working material. 

. Following is a break-down of the activities and the divisions for which 
the work was performed: 

Division 
Testing ••.•.•..•.. 
Shipping .••.•••••. 
Inspector .••••••..• 
Financial ..••.•.•.. 
Fines ••...••••••.. 
Safety ...•..•.••.. 
Traffic ••..••••••.. 
Files ....•...•..•. 
Information ••.••.. 
Main office ••••.••. 
Excise •.••..••••.•• 
Bill of sale ....... . 
Low number ..•.•. 
Pamphlets •••..•••. 
Permits ••.•••.•••• 
Applications •••.•••• 
Certificates .•••.•.. 
Dealer permits • , ... 

Sheets 
528,600 
515,700 

. 274,195 
184,500 
127,000 

8,800 
21,780 
14,000 
41,550 
61,500 
18,820 

292,540 
20,000 

421,250 
35,133 

487,475 
808,892 

31,000 

TOTALS •...... 3,892,735 

Imprints 
615,000' 
607,400 
318,685 
276,500 
162,(!00 

14,900 
23,280 
14,000 
41,550 
61,500 
31,320 

329,410 
20,000 

842,500 
70,216 

933,350 
1,130,590 

31,000. 

5,523,201 

Items 
822,600 
949,800 
451,085 
235,500 
204,500 

8,800 
21,780 
84,000 

166,200 
69,000 
36,320 

375,080 
20,000 

842,500 
140,332 

2,952,050 
8,808,920 

124;000 

16,312,467 

Items 

Numbered 

22,300 
59,300 

11,744,600 

Perforated 

so:ooo 
30,000 

'{2',ooo 
59,300. 

1,356,390 

SERVICE OF PROCESS ON NON-RESIDENTS 

Total 

Operations 
822,600 

1,029,800 
481,085 
235,500 
204,500 

8,800 
21,780 
84,000 

166,200 
69,000 
70,620 

493,680 
20,000 

842,500 
140,332 

2,952,050 
21,647,010 

124,000 

29,413,457 

Under the provisions of Chapter 7 of Title 39, Revised Statutes, the 
Department collected the sum of $3,982.25 during the year for the service 
of process on non-:resiclents in automobile accident litigation. 

Monthly collection of fees was as follows: 

January 1~~0 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September " 
October 
November " 
December " 

$232.00 
308.25 
292.00 
326.00 
332.00 
290.00 
288.00 
288.00 . 
568.00 
408.00 
238.00 
412.00 

TOTAL· .......................... $3,982.25 
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STATE OF N~W JERSEY-MOTOR VEHTCLE DEPARTMENT 

ARTIIUR W. MAC££, CommissioMr 

I. 
2. 
3. 
-!. 

5. 

i. 
8. 
\1. 

16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 

Trenton, N. ]. 

TYPE OF ACCIDENT. 

Darkness with .............. • .. --1·--,c·:-~·c-·"1-·-,:-=::.-l-:-:;::~":.:"-1-·"-:--;::·"~"- .. 1! 
3. Street lights ...................... !--'~ .. ;.(<:i''?--1--'~-~~c-1---=~-~~·~-1--'~!-!~'! 
4. ~~o street lights ......... *' .... :. ·1--51.11<::1;::1_1-'"·"-''--1--'"~~·~1--'lol~.'~-':'-
9. Unknown ....................... -l-c--:1:!~·~-11-·-:::-:-::c--ll··:c~·~~~l?-1·-::·:o::f:·!!': 

TOTAL 

.I .. Dry ............................ . 
2. Wd ............................ .. 
3. Muddy .......................... . 
4. Snowy ......................... .. 
S. Icy ........................ ,) .... .. 
9. Unknown .... : ................. .. 

TOTAL .................... .. 

ROAD SURFACE 

STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF .MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS DURING. ______ X~.g ________ .. l9 .. iQ. __ 
Month or Year 

IN-... - ......... -·---·-··-.. .N.!!!.!! .... Il:~r.~.~Y. ........... _. __ .... ____ _ 
State, Count1 oT City 

2. Passengers .................................... ---·---
3. Pedestrians .. : ................................ ··~·-·-.. -· 

;: ~~;~!~;:l.·d;i·;;r~·::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::: :=--~~~== 
6. Motorcycle passengers ............ , ............ ··---

on curve ................... ·1·-··~ .. ::-'~V 1 ................ ~~ ·1 .. ·--··:::~!~· ·· 
to signal or improper signal .•. -1--"l.l.,~~~-........... ..J'I-.... 1 .......... ?'.:' 1! .. 1 .. ··"'·';'';'·;~ .. 11 

7, Improper turn-wide right tum .••..•. 1--.. ·-~'".?. i---·-c:· .. ·l· .. -·-··±~·~·-1-...... ~:-~~-· II 
8. on left turn ........ 
9. from wrong lane ..••.. , 

10. Disregarded Stop Sign ............ .. 
11. Disregarded warning sign or signal ···1-·=-~':':!:1··-----~-:~··\·---·":·':'~·1· .... ·-·!: 
12. Disregarded Stop and Go Light ..••.•. 

SEX OF DRl.VERS I 13. Disregarded police officer ............ . 

ll-;:-;:;:;:-::~~~~~~~~~~f~;zQ.!::lcii9trni3.t~ru=ll 14. Improper starting from parked position 
II 1. Male . : .. ........................ 69420 ..... 1 

.... .101.9_1_2.7..7. IS. parking • ...... · .......... .. 
2 F 6770 I 7.6 27.l2 :598.2 16. too closely ................ 1--.. -·"·"'·"'"·1--· .. ·--·~-
9: u:~~wj~~::::::::: :_ ~::: :_:::: :_::: is.~~~:: -.~:rr~: io.~~f ~i6~f :~ ~~~s~~; :~n,;r~~~ ·;id~·:::::::::::::: :i:==~~~~:~::::~'t:::::~~:~•::=~-_ .... ;:r...._" 

19. 

DRIVING EXPERIENCE I I I 20
· 

4. Truck with trailer .................. ·1--·· ... ·!::'':.'-~·1·-·"·-·3;·~-1-- ~-'ig··-1-- .. -·-~""-~ 
S. Taxicab-:-1ivery ................... "1-:·-~c:"·I·-.. -·--'"L·-1-·"'·9 .. ~---1---·-....!..f..l.l. 
6. Bus ................................. 1 --~:!~-1---~·>?-1-.:f..l.C .... I----..tiUti. 
7. Motorcycle , ........................ . 
8. Emergency vehicle (ambulance, pol' 

wagon, etc.) .................... .. 
l. Cloar .......................... .. 9. Type unknown ..................... . 
2. TOTAL .. : ..................... . 
3. 
4. Fog · .. · .. • .. · .. • .... · ...... · .. • .. 1--·-fi-•L:--ii--A!~--1!·---"'·!.t;f;-1----~~!!~-11 
9. Unknown ...................... .. 

TOTAL .................... .. 

PROPERTY DAMAqE 

l. $25 ............ -.: ........ ~ ....... 1--.. f!:.l.!~!-·1--.. -•'!·~ft--1 
2.$25 to ~0 ................ ; ...... 1 .. -),l..g~~-\:l-·1----!~~-1 
3. $50 to $100 ...................... 1-·~-¥~~ .. 1-1-··"4)>!'-1 
4. $100 to $250 .................... -1-2.2.,!, .. !-1-·-"'-~~~-1 
5. $250 to $500 .................... -1--~.'!tll.l--!;!-'!-1 
6. $500 to $1,000 .................... 1--.!i.~~i'-1---··-k!l--1 
7. $1,000 or more ........ , .......... l--,-.-! .. o!-.. J-··=-'t-~-1 
9. Not known ....................... 1-~.g.~'!!~l---f!~t--1 

CONDITION OF VEHICLE 

TOTAL ..... ; ................ ~~'i!:S!.!L•I--~:!!'~1 
1. Defective brakes .................. --I-J..\.l.!<.:&..l---"'·"--1 
2. Improper headlights ............... --1·--':'!~<:l-i--.1.."--1 
3. Taillight out or obscured •••••••.•••• ·1 .. ---"~~."-1-·---'"-1 
4. Defective steering gear 
s. Other defects .... · .................... ·1-=--:!::':~IJ-I,-;;-~H 
9. No unusual condition ................ I-!~1!1!~!L1~1llll~l 

TOTAL ......................... l....l.!IU!.iL'"-11-1-.I.l.LIL-1 
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