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TRENTON - New unemployment claims inched higher last week, as the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development reported that pandemic relief to state
residents now tops $25 billion in federal and state benefits.

For the week ending March 20, New Jersey saw 10,441** new unemployment claims

filed, about 200 more than the prior week, a 1.6 percent increase. Also last week, the
department distributed $443 million in benefits, including the final $1 million in FEMA Lost
Wages Assistance before closing out the program, per federal requirements.

The average New Jersey unemployment claimant has received nearly $17,000 in benefits to
date.

New Jersey is the only state to automate a federally required review of unemployment claims
at the one-year mark, and that process is proceeding seamlessly for most claimants. The
department has reviewed and cleared 125,000 claims in the past three weeks that would
have taken many weeks to review manually, and assisted 13,000 additional claimants whose
wages over the past year required a new claim to be filed.

The department continues to work as quickly as possible to resolve claims that are held up for
another issue besides the one-year anniversary of the initial filing.

“So long as there remains one claimant who is waiting for a determination, that's too many.
We won't rest until everyone’s claim is settled,” said Labor Commissioner Robert Asaro-
Angelo. “This department is able to serve more claimants more quickly than we ever
imagined possible due to automation and innovation, which is a tremendous time savings for
our claimants.”

Here are the week-by-week totals of new unemployment claims:
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Weekly totals of new unemployment claims
WEEK ENDING:
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INITIAL CLAIMS
TOTAL: 2,066,820
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Here is the breakdown of weekly benefits payments to eligible New Jersey workers:
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Weekly breakdown of payments (in millions)

Pandemic ”“]:a?;i?;;m P Pandemic
_.__He'.'-.' Jerzey T.inemp]u}fmunl -Cl:lmpé:r.:.-sar.h.:.ln Unemployment E.mergen.n:_.",r_ Ex . ed _ ¥ :
Unemployment  Compensation i - Unemployment  Unempl = il A -
nsurance (UT) | (FPUC)/CARES r'?‘”'*-"‘ A~ | Compensation Eenchits (EE) (
ct SN (FUA) {PEUC)
Assistance Act * !
March 21 547.4 MA NA NA NA T NA
March 28 §57.9 MA HA NA MA T HA
April 4 $69.8 A NA NA A T ] HA
April 11 5140.7 5154.8 MA A M M, MNA
apri1s G $238.8 NA NA NA N T
$211. §296.3 NA NA MA NA HA
51717 52911 NA 5§27.1 MA MA | HA
GO 52447 | 55024 Bl AELBGCE [ S . S
May 16 $239.7 5414 NA §55.6 MA M ] HA
May 23 $236.2 §506.9 NA $112.3 A T NA
May 30 $242.7 $553.5 NA 587.7 MA N | (T
e $255.5 5635.2 HA 5566 4566 T HA
June 13 52445 45738 NA $60.7 546.5 m | NA
June 20 52489 5626.1 NA 586.6 537.4 MA NA
June 27 52404 §550.7 NA §73.5 5317 NA ] NA
July 4 52029 $536.1 NA 8717 4318 M NA
July 11 $208.5 $521.3 NA 569.1 $24.4 §2.2 | NA
July 18 5209.3 55245 Ma 565.2 s22.7 5339 A
July 25 $197.7 $526.2 HA 577 $25.7 §4.8 | HA
August 1 $192.1 $513.5 MA §74.7 $33.7 ' 56.5 NA
August 8 $202.6 $200.8 NA §86.1 $20 s62 | NA
August 15 $175 495.3 NA §77.8 $23.7 §7.1 NA
- $167.3 4703 NA §52.1 $20.4 $6.7 ] NA
August 29 $171.1 464.4 NA 5797 $20.9 472 HA
September 5 £129.3 556.4 HA S84.4 520.7 58 | NA
September 12 £152.9 5397 MA, s87.6 521.2 8.7 A
Seplember 19 5137 $31.4 NA 585.3 $22.6 $9.6 | NA
Seplember 26 $127.2 £355 HA 588.5 $25.5 . $10.1 HA
October 3 51119 $23.2 NA 582.7 $33.8 | 510.4 | HA
October 10 51028 529 HA 589 545 4 in.a HA
October 17 $8B.5 $20.5 NA 584.5 $50.8 511.8 | NA
October 24 481.7 $18.2 MA 585.3 $56.2 $12.5 $1,146.5
October 31 $76.3 $16.8 MA 585.3 $58.3 §12.8 | 588.9
Movember 7 §72.5 $132 NA 583.2 $50.7 _ $12.8 NA
November 14 $68.2 $129 NA $85.1 se1.9 | s13e | sse2
Movember 21 5$65.6 $12.4 MA 585.6 $62.4 j $14.7 $33.3
Movember 28 $63.1 ) NA 583.0 $62.1 | §135 | $1.3
_ December § $61.1 $16.2 NA 580.5 4591 _ 512.8 NA
December 12 5661 §12.2 NA §91.6 566.9 | $16.7 | NA
December 19 $61.3 $11.3 MA 586.3 462.3 . 516 5194
December 26 552.4 58.2 NA 57B.5 5503 | 5157 | NA
January 2 %5729 45,8 MA 5859 547 4 521 MNa
January 9 $80 $7.8 NA $95.6 $570 |  s3s3 | NA
January 16 461.9 468 A 58749 440 428 5 HA
sanvary 23 RN $5.5 | sze3 $86.7 54 | szrz | NA
January 30 $58.1 $6.6 $162 586.5 $31.5 | $27.2 HA
February 6 $55.2 §7.2 | 81585 §83.3 $27.7 | s52 | NA
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MA: Benefit not applicable during the indicated weeks.

The American Rescue Plan signed March 11 extends Pandemic Unemployment Assistance
(PUA), Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation (PEUC) and Federal Pandemic

Unemployment Compensation (FPUC) - the $300 supplement - to eligible claimants for 25
weeks, through Sept. 4.

The maximum eligibility for PUA is now 75 weeks. PEUC now provides up to 49 weeks of
additional benefits to those who exhaust 26 weeks of state unemployment. Extended benefits
(EB) adds a final 20 weeks of benefits, though that will drop to 13 weeks once the economy
recovers sufficiently. The $300 FPUC supplement is for anyone collecting unemployment in
any amount during eligible weeks. There is also a provision in the new rescue law that
excludes the first $10,200 of unemployment benefits from having to be reported as income on
federal taxes for households earning less than $150,000/year.

For more information on state or federal unemployment benefits,
visitmyunemployment.nj.gov.



http://myunemployment.nj.gov/

Information on virtual Career Services can be found here: nj.gov/labor/career-services

Visit New Jersey’s jobs portal here: jobs.covid19.nj.gov.

For national unemployment data, visit https://www.dol.gov/ui/data.pdf. For archived NJ claims
data, visit https://oui.doleta.gov/unemploy/DataDashboard.asp.

*This represents the final number for the week ending March 20. The number listed for New
Jersey by the US Department of Labor —9,404 — js based on advanced reporting.

**This number includes 247,150 claims that have been reopened by residents who returned to
unemployment after a period of employment within a calendar year, as well as claims that
later turned out to be fraudulent.
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