
COASTAL PERMIT PROGRAM RULES 

7. Any development that has an existing, valid CAFRA 
permit dated prior to July 19, 1994 provided that construc­
tion, as defined at N.J.A.C. 7:7-2.1(c)1iii, begins prior to 
the expiration date of the permit and continues with no 
cumulative lapses in construction activity of more than one 
year. 

8. The expansion of an existing, functional amusement 
pier, provided such expansion does not exceed the footprint 
of the existing, functional amusement pier by more than 25 
percent, and provided such expansion is located in the area 
beyond 150 feet landward of the mean high water line, 
beach or dune, whichever is most landward. 

(d) Any exemption based upon on-site construction, as 
defined at N.J.A.C. 7:7-2.1(c)liii on or before September 19, 
1973 expired on July 19, 1997. 

(e) A development shall no longer be exempt from the 
requirement of obtaining a CAFRA permit if significant 
changes are made to the development which would void the 
approvals listed at (c) 1 and 2 above, or which would result in 
additional impacts to Special Areas, as defined at N.J.A.C. 
7:7E-3, which additional impacts are greater than the impacts 
associated with the originally exempt development. 

(f) Development that is exempt from CAFRA requires no 
certification or approval from the Department, except as may 
be required by other programs administered by the Depart­
ment. Any person who wishes may request from the Depart­
ment a written determination of a development's exemption 

"~ from the requirements of this subchapter. 

1. For an exemption pursuant to (c)1 and 2 above, the 
following shall be submitted: 

i. A folded copy of the approved site plan or sub-
division plan, a copy of the resolution approving the site 
plan or subdivision, or a copy of the building permit and 
approved plan and soil conservation district approval 
where required; 

ii. In the event that the final municipal building or 
construction permit expired and the permit was renewed 
or a new permit was obtained for the same project, the 
development will remain exempt provided construction 
began by July 18, 1997. To make such a determination, 
the Department will require documentation that the new 
permit authorized exactly the same construction as the 
original permit, such as a copy of the original building 
permit with approved plan and soil conservation district 
approval where required and a copy of the new building 
permit with approved plan depicting the exact develop­
ment as the original; 

iii. The fee specified at N.J.A.C. 7:7-10.4(e); and 

IV. A completed LURP application form. 

2. For an exemption pursuant to (c)3, 4, and 5 above, 
~ the following shall be submitted: 
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i. Plans showing the existing structures and site 
conditions with locations and dimensions, and all pro­
posed structures, filling, grading, excavation and clear­
ing; 

(1) For exemptions based on fire, storm, natural 
hazard or Act of God, the site plans submitted shall 
also indicate all preexisting structures to be rebuilt. 

ii. Photographs ofthe site; 

iii. The fee specified at 7:7-10.4(e); and 

iv. A completed LURP application form. 

3. For an exemption pursuant to (c)8 above, the follow­
ing shall be submitted: 

i. A description of the location of the amusement 
pier including county, municipality, lot(s) and block(s); 

ii. A copy of a site plan showing the location of the 
existing, functional amusement pier and the proposed lo­
cation of the expansion; 

iii. Documentation concerning the size of the foot­
print of the existing functional amusement pier and the 
size of the proposed expansion; 

iv. Photographs of the site; 

v. The fee specified at N.J.A.C. 7:7-10.4(e); and 

vi. A completed LURP application form. 
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Amended by R.2003 d.60, effective February 3, 2003. 
See: 34 N.J.R. 74(a), 35 N.J.R. 632(a). 

In (f), amended the N.J.A.C. references in liii, 2iii, and 3v. 
Amended by R.2006 d.142, effective April 17, 2006. 
See: 37 N.J.R. 4108(a), 38 N.J.R. 1657(a). 
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"(the effective date ofCAFRA)". 

Case Notes 

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection's broad scope of 
authority under the New Jersey Coastal Area Facility Review Act 
(CAFRA), N.J.S.A. 13:19-1 et seq., the Coastal Permit Program Rules, 
N.J.A.C. 7:7-1.1 et seq., and the Coastal Zone Management Rules, 
N.J.A.C. 7:7E-1.1 et seq., included jurisdiction to review fees proposed 
by a private beach club for the public's use of its beach. Raleigh Ave. 
Beach Ass'n v. Atlantis Beach Club, Inc., 185 N.J. 40, 879 A.2d 112, 
2005 N.J. LEXIS 932 (2005). 
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Department of Environmental Protection's asserted jurisdiction over 
development in upland areas of a coastal region was preempted by a 
Coastal Area Facility Review Act exemption. Last Chance Development 
Partnership v. Kean, 232 N.J.Super. 115, 556 A.2d 796 (A.D.1989) 
certification granted 117 N.J. 135, 564 A.2d 860, affirmed 119 N.J. 425, 
575 A.2d 427. 

Proposed paved parking lot of more than three acres in coastal area 
constituted "public facility" and "road, airport, or highway construction" 
under Act and project was therefore subject to review. In Re: DEP Reg. 
N.J.A.C. 7:7-2.1(b)l.iii, 214 N.J.Super. 579, 520 A.2d 794 
(App.Div.1987) certification denied 107 N.J. 134,526 A.2d 199 (1988). 

CAFRA definition of "facilities" includes cabanas. State, Dept. of 
Environmental Protection v. Stavola, 206 N.J.Super. 213, 502 A.2d 63 
(App.Div.1985) reversed 103 N.J. 425, 511 A.2d 622 (1986). 

Where a homeowner sought to reconstruct and expand the footprint of 
an existing single-family dwelling (constructed originally in 1950) lo­
cated adjacent to the property owned by petitioners (whose dwelling was 
constructed in 1988), and the two properties had been a single parcel 
until 1981, both homes were legally existing and pre-dated 1994, which 
was the date under the Coastal Area Facility Review Act (CAFRA) 
when single-family homes began to be regulated, and the Department of 
Environmental Protection's determination that the homeowner's pro­
posed project would constitute the first development and thus could be 
reviewed for substantive compliance with a General Permit, rather than 
an Individual Permit, was a reasonable exercise of its discretion. The 
Department's determination that the proposed project would not be 
undertaken "in conjunction with" the 1988 construction of the single­
family dwelling on the adjacent property, within the meaning of 
N.J.A.C. 7:7-7.9(b) and 7:7-2.l(b)8ii, was a reasonable interpretation of 
CAFRA and the implementing regulations. Dragon v. N.J. Dep't of 
Envtl. Prot., Land Use Regulation Program, OAL Dkt. No. ESA 2988-
06,2007 N.J. AGEN LEXIS 919, Final Decision (June 25, 2007). 

7:7-2.2 Wetlands 

(a) Wetlands permits are required for all activities in 
coastal wetlands delineated and mapped pursuant to the 
Wetlands Act of 1970 including, but not limited to: 

1. The cultivation and harvesting of naturally occurring 
agricultural or horticultural products. This provision shall 
not apply to the continued production of commercial salt 
hay or other agricultural crops on lands utilized for these 
purposes on or before April13, 1972; 

2. The excavation of an individual mooring slip; 

3. The maintenance or repair of bridges, roads, high­
ways, railroad beds or the facilities of any utility or 
municipality. This provision shall not apply to emergency 
repairs necessitated by a natural disaster or a sudden and 
unexpected mechanical, electrical or structural failure. 
Written notification of such repairs shall be provided to the 
Program within seven days after their initiation; 

4. The construction of catwalks, piers, docks, landings, 
footbridges and observation decks; 

5. The installation of utilities; 

6. Excavation of boat channels and mooring basins; 

7. The construction of impoundments; 

8. The construction of sea walls; 

9. The diversion or appropriative use of water; 
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10. The use of pesticides, except those applied to the 
skin or clothing for personal use; 

11. Driving or causing to pass over or upon wetlands, 
any mechanical conveyance which may alter or impair the 
natural contour of the wetlands or the natural vegetation; 
and 

12. Filling, excavation or the construction of any struc­
ture. 

(b) The following activities are prohibited on regulated 
wetlands: 

I. Placing, depositing or dumping any solid waste, 
garbage, refuse, trash, rubbish or debris; 

2. Dumping or discharging treated or untreated do­
mestic sewage or industrial wastes, either solid or liquid; 

3. Applying any pesticide on areas containing signif­
icant stands of high vigor Spartina alterniflora (Saltmarsh 
cordgrass), Zizania aquatica (Wildrice), Typha sp. (Cat­
tail), and Scirpus americanus (common threesquare) as 
shown generally on wetlands maps; 

4. The storage or disposal of pesticides; 

5. The application of persistent pesticides. 

(c) The W etiands Order promulgated by the Commissioner 
of Environmental Protection in April 1972, any amendments 
thereto, and these rules shall be applicable only in those areas I 
shown waterward of the upper wetland boundary on the ~ 
following wetlands maps: 

1. Middlesex County: 

574-2082 
574-2088 
581-2082 
581-2088 
581-2100 
581-2106 
581-2112 
581-2118 
588-2076 
588-2082 
588-2106 
588-2112 
588-2118 
595-2070 
595-2076 
595-2082 
595-2088 
595-2094 
595-2106 
602-2064 
602-2070 
602-2076 
602-2082 
602-2088 
602-2094 
602-2100 
602-2106 
609-2094 
609-2100 
609-2106 ~ 
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