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Seventeenth Xnnual Convention

OF THE

Eﬁgemt 3}] ersey %nnﬂag ;%ﬂhzml Asaniaﬁnn.

FIRSTY SES S M-

TuEsDAY EVENING.

The Seventeenth Annual Convention of the NEw JERSEY
STATE SABBATH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION assembled in the
First Methodist Episcopal Church of Millville, Cumberland
County, on the evening of Tuesday, November 10th, 1874,
at 7:30 o’clock.

The arrangements of the Local Committee, J. D. HOGATE,
chairman, were ample and complete, and delegates arriv-
ing by the afternoon trains had been assigned places of
entertainment, and hospitably welcomed by the citizens of
Millville. :

The spacious audience-room and galleries of the church
were densely crowded. At 7:50 o’clock, Hon. JouN Hiry,
the retiring President, called the Convention to order, and
the congregation united in singing four verses of the hymn,

‘ All hail the power of Jesus’ name,”
under the direction of Prof. J AGGERS, Miss MILLER presid-
ing at the organ. .

Rev. R. Tmorw, Jr., pastor of the M. E. Church, read
the 12th chapter of Romans, and Rev. J. B. CAMPBELL, of
Lebanon, Hunterdon County, led the Convention in prayer.
‘The audience joined in singing the beautiful hymn,

“I need Thee.”
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The President then introduced Hon. J. R. NEWLIN, editor
of the Millville Republican, who delivered the following

ADDRESS OF WELCOME.

I had a surprise party at my house to-night. On my return
from Philadelphia, I found the kind invitation presented
to welcome the members of the Convention to Millville.
I have been endeavoring, personally, since I reached home
to welcome a few members, and I assure you that the duties
in that regard have left me but very little time to devote
to arranging anything to say to this large, intelligent, and at-
tentive audience to-night. It is a pleasing task, however,
one to which my heart warms and every fiber of my nature
responds. I am proud of my city—the city in which I live.
I am glad that itis acquiring a name among the cities, and
that throughout the length and breadth of the great State of
New Jersey the city of Millville has come to be known as
something better than a ridge of sand. It lingers in my
memory that perhaps it might be necessary under other cir-
cumstances to disabuse the minds of some of the delegates of
this Convention, and had this speech of welcome been ad-
dressed to the members of this Convention on their first arri-
val, it might perhaps have been necessary ; but, ladies and
gentlemen who have by the train reached this city of sand; I
think one portion, at least, of the criticism upon us has.been
met and repelled. You have met here what we meet every-
where throughout New-Jersey—an earnest, a cordial, aye, a
warm-hearted welcome. New Jersey hospitality is proverbial
throughout the Union. It is a State where the latch-string
does not hang out, but where the door stands wide open.

I am proud to-night to look on this grand assembly, and
rejoice that the members of this Convention could summon
the faith to take us upon trial. And under some misrepre-
sentations that were made in your hearing, friends, it took an
enlarged faith, a liberal faith, but a faith that I trust before
the session of this Convention closes shall make every one
of you say has met with a liberal reward. [Response of
« Amen!” from several brethren.] .

I am glad to welcome this assembly here. We are a peo-
ple here who have no natural advantages upon which to throw
ourselves. We can not show you here the towering masses
of rocks such as are about your home, sir, (turning to Presi-
dent Hill,) but we can show you here on this sandy plain a
people whose pluck is invincible, whose energy is indomitable,
who have wrought this city from asandy plain to become a city




7

of beauty, a city of comfort, a city of happiness, a city of pros-
perity; and I tell you, friends, when you look at the natural
disadvantages that had to be overcome in this locality, when
you look at the faith that first animated those who set to work
‘to build a city here, you must say that we are entitled to some
meed of praise. But you say, ¢ My friend, we are not here to
listen to a laudation of your city.” The onlyapology I have to '
offer is, we have been assailed, and we always strike back, and
the kind of striking we do is that we teach in our Sabbath

Schools—the returning,of good for evil.

- Now, my friends, you arrived here when the shadows were
falling around our city, and had not an opportunity to look
about. Your sessions will be through some two days, and I
trust you will find opportunity between times to look around
you and see what we have under way; to look through our
industrial works here; our extensive manufactories of glass,
of cotton, and of iron. And remember that this is a city
where there are no idlers, and those who come to attend the
gsessions of this Convention are men, to a great extent, who
will lay down the glass-pipe, cease their labors in the iron
foundry, or their labors in the mill, as I have heard
some of them say they would do to attend a Convention like
this.

We are a working people—a producing people—a people
all dead in earnest; dead in earnest in Sunday School as in
everything else, and dead in earnest in saying that this Sun-
day School Convention shall be better entertained than any
other Sunday School Convention ever before. Now, friends,
it is not for me to inflict a lengthy speech upon you to-night.
I am glad to see you—glad to see those “who build better
than they know.” You work upon the foundations of this
great building. Lay them deep and strong. You are the
delvers in the mine that brings the ore to be polished and
fashioned into gems for the crown of the Redeemer. In this
great and noble work I say ¢ God speed” to every one of
you. I have worked now in the Sunday School for a quarter
of a century, and I expect to work in the Sunday School as
long as I live. It is the place where I can work and can pos-
sibly do some good.

I am glad to see the minds of great men turn to this im-
portant lever for moving on the cause of religion. Better to
take this machinery, and take what is to be fashioned while
it is pliable, than to endeavor to invent and gather together
machinery to straighten the warped and twisted tree when it
has attained its growth. Now is the time to strike, and all
over the country, aye, away across the water, heart beats in
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anison with heart, hand reaches out to grasp hand, shoulder
is placed to shoulder, and rank after rank marches forward in
the great advancement of the Sunday School work. It is the
world’s recognition of this great element in pushing out the
Redeemer’s kingdom, and, therefore, I say to these dele-
gates—all of you strangers—that is what we mean by the
welcome to every one of you who are gathered here to-night.

We meet you with open hands, with warm, beating, loving
hearts. We say to you “Our homes are yours—use them.
Our personal services are yours—comynand them.” All that
we can do to make your stay here pleasant and profitable we
shall be glad to do.

Once again, I say to all those who are gathered here—some
of whom are great in the service of the State, and yet have
not thought it beneath their dignity to work among the
children; I say, God bless all such men as those who find
time amid the busy, restless whirl of political life to take the
children by the hand and say “There is the Cross.”

Friends, once more a warm, earnest, and hearty, loving
welcome.

Rev. B. C. LippiNcort, of Keyport, responded in be-
half of the members of the Convention, assuring the people

of Millville that their hearty welcome was fully appre-
ciated. After detailing the circumstances under which the
invitation was tendered and accepted; he said :

We appreciate, as delegates, the kind words of welcome of
our brother, and I thought when he said they were workers
here——workers in this city—that we come not down here as
idlers. I think we come here to work. I know you have
working men and women who have come to this Convention
to do earnest work for Jesus. We have come, we trust, in
the name of the Master, with His love in our hearts, to work
for Him, and to carry out an influence to all the different
parts of the State that will tell for Christ’s kingdom. And
we are here with our hearts all aglow with the blessed influ-
ence of the Spirit to labor together and to pray together, that
this influence may go out to all the counties of the State, that
the coming year may be more efficient in the work of our
blessed Redeemer, and that we may have greater trophies for
our blessed Master.

We are, I say, here as delegates for this especial pur-
pose, and I would bespeak on the part of this large audience
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your earnest prayers for those that give their time, and
many of them their means, to carry forward this work, and
labor in leading the children to Christ. I pray that you
may pray earnestly for the baptism of the Holy Spirit upon
them, that the holy unction may come upon their hearts
and fill their souls with divine love, and that they may unfold
and impart this hallowed influence to all they may come in
contact with, and labor earnestly in the vineyard of the Lord.

One thought more and I am done. The brother spoke about
this city being on the sand. There are grand men and women
in Cumberland county. We want them to feel that while
we are here to labor, we want them to labor with us in spirit,
that we may carry the enthusiasm—the fire—of the Sunday
School work everywhere, that the labors of the coming year
may be more complete and glorious than in any past year of
our lives. May the blessing of God rest upon them and upon
you.

Hon. Jon~x HiLy, the retiring President, came forward
amid applause and addressed the Convention as follows :

Christian friends and workers in the Sunday School cause
in the State of New Jersey :

‘We come here on this occasion in the interest of this great
and blessed cause, which from the assembly here to-night as-
sures me must have a deep interest in, and a strong hold upon
the hearts of this community. I can say we come as a State
Association in the interests of the Sunday School work to-
day, to counsel together, and to advise together what we shall
do for the year to come. We are commanded, my friends,
in God’s Holy Word, “to do good, to communicate, and to
forget not,” and in accordance with that command we come
to you to-night. The year which has gone by has been one
of great interest to the Sunday School cause in our State. It
has been one of unusual interest to the Sunday School work
throughout the United States and throughout the world.

I am reminded as I stand here, to-night, of the two grand
gatherings that I have witnessed within the year that is past.
I remember in the month of May having the privilege of
being present in the city of Philadelphia at the grand jubilee
meeting of the Sunday School Union. I remember seeing
upon that platform Sunday School workers whose gray heads
showed me that they were nearing their graves, and that
their work was nearly ended. And as they told us what they
had accomplished—the fields of labor they had been over, the
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Sunday Schools that had been organized, and the young that
had been religiously educated through their instrumentality, it
cheered every heart present in that vast assemblage. They
came to us over the Rocky Mountains, from the Valley of the
Mississippi, from all parts of this great country, telling us
what was being done in behalf of the young and rising gener-
ation through the instrumentality of the Sunday School.

And then, again, in the city of Brooklyn, I witnessed over
five thousand children marching through the streets and ave-
nues, and those long streets and broad avenues lined with
thousands and tens of thousands of people, who stood to wit-
ness that grand scene; all their buildings decorated with
flags—and you ask me “Why?” Because it was the Sunday
School day for Brooklyn.

And in our State we come up here with our reports to-day
that cheer our hearts, and that tell us of hundreds, yea, of
thousands of souls that have been converted through the instru-
mentality of this blessed work, during the year which is
past; and I feel, therefore, that we have reason to-night to
thank God and take courage and go forth upon the new
year with our hearts filled with great gratitude to God, and
more engaged than ever in the blessed work. .

I trust that our gathering here will be one of great interest
and profit, and that we shall all, who are engaged in this
worlk, have occasion to remember this meeting. It gives me
pleasure to meet you here to-night, and to shake hands with
you in this glorious cause, and I trust that God may bless your
labors for the children, that they may be religiously educated,
and so instructed in the great truths of God’s Word, that as
they advance in life they will carry them with them and grow
up to become Christian men and” Christian women, exerting
their influence for-all that is good, on the side of God and
religion.

It now gives me pleasure to introduce our new President,
Rev. Janmes LEFEVRE, of Somerset County, who was elected
at our last meeting.

ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT LeFEVRE.,

Mr. President and co-workers in the grand Sunday School
Work: As I look over this audience, it makes me think of
heaven, and I hope that we shall have much of heaven here,
and feel much of heaven in our souls during the sessions of
this Convention. What a glorious, beautiful sight! From
every part of our State, from every county, from every evan-
gelical denomination, we have already a goodly representation.
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We are to-night one grand body composed of many members.
We are assembled as the New Jersey Sabbath School Asso-
ciation, which is mostly composed of denominational churches,
and denominational Sabbath Schools. We are here as intel-
ligent Christians, ¢ fully persuaded in our own minds,” of
separate denominational preferences,—for I think he is a
very poor Christian that has no denominational preference.

And I should be very sorry if we shall find during the
sessions of this Convention, that there is one Sabbath School
worker who is so unfortunate asnot to have a denominational
church home; and I, with others, shall be more sorry if we
ghall find, during the sessions of this Convention, one worker
here such a zealous denominationalist that he shall bring his
peculiar views to our consideration.
. Most of us have left pleasant homes in different parts of
New Jersey, to find equally pleasant, and I may say more
pleasant, homes with the hospitable citizens of Millville ; and
- yet you understand, and we understand, that we will go back
again to our homes, to meet our loved ones, and to love them
even more tenderly than before; and while we accept the
welcome which was so eloquently and so beautifully express-
ed by the speaker who represented you, and while we accept
your welcome, we shall claim it to be our privilege to say
pleasant things to your wives and mothers, and to kiss and
play with your children, yet we do not mean to forget our
own homes because we enjoy yours for a time. But we
shall gather all the sunlight we can from your hearth-
stones to brighten and to bless our own. And while we are
the guests of your homes, we do not expect to talk about our
palaces, our libraries, or to extol our sainted mothers, or our
angel wives, or our cherub children. We will have too much
respect for your homes and your families to show off our own,
. Just so, most of us have left our. churches and church
8chools, and we have left our creeds, and those tremendous
doctrinal sermons, in which we tell our congregations where-
in we differ from other Christians,—all these things we have
left at home. But we do not say that we are not going back
0 our churches and our doctrinal standards. Perhaps we
will go home and say, “Well, the very best thing for our
congregation after this Convention, is to have a good shot
of sound doctrine,” [Laughter] and we will turn up perhaps
the doctrinal sermons.

Now, I hope that we shall go back from this Convention,
better denominationalists than when we came. I wish to say

ere that we have come as denominations to commune
together—to commune with Christ, that we may learn how
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we may better help all the children of New Jersey to come to
Jesus. [Applause.] We have come here to draw near to the
blessed Teacher, and I am sure that the nearer we shall draw
to Jesus, the nearer and the dearer will all the denominations
of Christians be to us. I am not certain that if we draw
very near to Jesus, it will obliterate denominational lines and
preferences, but I am sure of this: that nearness to Jesus
destroys a sectarian spirit.

I am glad to state, at this early stage of our Convention,
that it is not the wish or purpose of the New Jersey Sunday
School Association to weaken the denominational preferences
of its members. No! We advocate and we urge that every
church should teach its children—should teach in its Sabbath
School—what that church believes, what that church practices.
We advocate the teaching of our denominational catechisms
in our Church Schools. This we know cannot be done in
Union schools, except in classes, and even then, with great
delicacy. But this disposition to throw out of our Church
Sabbath Schools our catechisms and our creeds, we believe
has a bad tendency. It has a tendency to furnish the church
with a membership of Christians who will have very feeble
attachments to their own particular church. It will raise up
a class of Christians who will have confused ideas about
Christian doctrine, and will be wanting in positiveness and
strength.

Now, what T urge is this: that you shall love your Churches,
and your Church Schools, but that you shall love Christ more.
‘We want you to teach the doctrines and the usages of your
particular Church, which are so precious to you; and that
you extend your denominational lines so far as you can.
But we would ask you to have a greater anxiety to have your
children united to Christ by a true and living faith, than to
be united with your particular Church.

In moving about the State during the last year as your
presiding officer, I have in some quarters learned that there
was an apprehension, and sometimes a little fear was expressed,
that a Convention like this, and all Union Conventions, had
a tendency to embarrass proper denominational work. Now,
T am very glad to be able to state here, that it is a misappre-
hension, and I am glad to make this statement with the
hearty approbation of all the officers of this Association.
‘We are here as Christians of different denominations, to
behold each other, eye to eye, and we are in the beautiful
temple of Sabbath School instruction over the whole State of
New Jersey.

And now, my Christian friends, with great diffidence and
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with great questionings as to my ability to be your presiding
officer, and yet with strong confidence in your charitable
judgments and forbearance, I now proceed to the duties of
my office, and declare to you that the Seventeenth Annual
Convention of the New Jersey Sabbath School Association is
ready to prosecute its regular business. May the great Teacher
and Friend of children be with us to help us.

“The peace of God which passeth all understanding, keep
your hearts and minds, through Christ Jesus. Amen.”

The congregation then rose and joined heartily in singing
the hymn,

“I love to tell the story.”

Dr. J. W. Cosap, of Jersey City, was next introduced,
and spoke briefly as follows:

Mr. President and dear Workers for Jesus:

‘We have assembled upon this our Seventeenth Annual
Meeting, as the New Jersey State Sunday School Association,
and have heard the kind words of welcome, and we have
enjoyed this happy greeting with such a large and attentive
audience. And, now, for what have we assembled ? It is, we
trust, to arriveat the best plans, to more successfully carry for-
ward the Sabbath School Work in the State of New Jersey.
Ihave come here earnestly praying that this Convention might
—if you will allow me the term—take an intense spiritual
direction, and the language of Scripture read this evening,
seemed to me to be just in point: “I beseech you, therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies
a living sacrifice,” for we know that this is holy and
acceptable before God.

Dear workers for Jesus, are we prepared, as a Convention,
to make this presentation of ourselves, a sacrifice to God,
to labor in this Convention to give to the Sunday School
Interests in Millville, and all through the State, a zeal and
enthusiasm that shall win many souls in the year that is
beforeus? For, perhaps, there was never a time in the history
of the State of New Jersey when there was more need of a
consecrated, earnest corps of Sunday School workers than at
the present time. A “tidal wave ™ of political power has.
SWept over our country. It has swept one party from power,
and ushered another 1n, and I do earnestly pray God that a
Spiritual “ tidal wave ” may sweep over the whole land. I
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think, within the last year or two, I have seen more intemper-
ance and more sin and wickedness on the part of young men
and children than I have ever witnessed before. And now, be
not astonished, when I tell you that in the county of Hudson,
where I live, there are 8,812 drinking places—in the small
county of Hudson! Places to entice young men and boys,
and to deal out destruction and death. Oh! what an awful
power; and we need 2 sanctified corps of Sunday School
worlkers to stem this tide-of evil and save the young men and
boys.

%Ve have, also, in our county a very large German element
—an infide] element,—and the only Gospel that is carried to
the parents is through the Sabbath Schools; and I am very
glad to state that in my own Sabbath School we are collecting
bundreds of these German children, and are sending the
Gospel through these children to these infidel parents. I tell
you to-day, if ever, it seems to me, we need a more Christ-
like, a more consecrated, a more sanctified corps of Sunday
School workers, and I do earnestly desire that we may have
the earnest sympathies and prayers of all the members of this
Convention, that God may be here, and that the influence
may extend to all parts of the State. To this end I am glad
that we have delegates from every part of the State, and
that the influence exerted here will be diffused. May God
bless it, and revive His work.

God bless the singers; may they sing for Jesus. May we
teach for Jesus, every officer and teacher saying, ¢ My whole
School for Jesus; ” and every teacher, ¢ My whole Class for
Jesus ;”’ and every father and mother, ¢ My whole Family for
Jesus;” and when our life work is done, then can we sing,

« Safe in the arms of Jesus
Sweetly our souls shall rest.”

_Rev. MorGAN EDWARDS, 2 converted sailor, formerly of
Burlington, Iowa, but now laboring in Salem County, next
addressed the Convention in a short, strong speech, full of
nautical illusions, and earnestly pleaded for a deep spirit-
ual influence to rest upon those who had come to work for
the Master.

Col. J. JANEWAY, of New Brunswick, A. JAMEsON, of
Bricksburg, and S. A. McGREGOR, of Paterson, were ap-
pointed as a Committee to receive, classify and answer
written questions.
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Prof. JAGGERS then sang the beautiful solo,

“This I did for thee,
‘What hast thou done for Me ¢”

Hon. PerER A. VoorHEES, of Somerset Co., a veteran
Sunday School worker, next addressed the Convention :

He expressed his gratification at meeting this audience and
those with whom he had been associated in the Sunday
School work in times past, and hoped that the Spirit of God
would bless their meeting. He spoke of the influence of the
Sunday School, and referred to incidents to illustrate this,
He had represented this Association last summer in the In.

3 diana Sunday School Convention, and referred to his being

b
fg .
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resent on a Sabbath in the city of Indianapolis, when all the
ﬁﬁssion Sabbath Schools of that city were gathered together

~in a beautiful grove. As he looked over the hundreds that

were congregated there, he thought ¢“ What a power has the
Sunday School!”” ‘What a power to gather these children,

Sabbath after Sabbath, and to take the Word of God, and to

teach them the way of salvation through Jesus Christ, when
their parents heed not these things !
‘At Champaign, in Illinois, where their Convention met,

g.there was a “children’s meeting” every afternoon, and he
,{j was among them; and as he looked over the hundreds of

Bunday School scholars gathered there, he thought ¢ What

* an influence is exerted here upon the rising generation—the

~ coming men and women that, in the course of a few years,

- will take the places of their fathers and mothers here to-day ! ”

- At that Convention, God’s Spirit was poured out in a wonder-
~ ful manner upon all.

- He found in every place faithful men and women, standing
L Up in the Sunday School and working for Jesus. We were
| Taising up a generation of men that should shape the future
destiny of the country, and he rejoiced, standing before them,
“perhaps as one of the oldest Sunday School workers in all
the land—having been fifty years in the Sunday School as a
8cholar, and afterwards as a Sunday School worker—that
évery day unfolded to him a deeper insight of the great work
88 1t was spreading far and wide.
* Heasked, in conclusion, that the Spirit of the Living God
Mmight rest upon the sessions of the Convention.

| The congregation then united in singing two verses of the

“ There is a fountain filled with blood.”
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Rev. L. H. VaNDorEN, of Middletown, said, that having -
been for almost sixty years connected with Sunday School
work, the most prominent character in his mind, at that mo-
ment, was a young man that applied to enter a church in
Boston. He was told, “ You don’t know enough to join the
church.” ¢ Well,”” said he, “I thought s0.” So he consent-
ed to stand aside for three months. That man went on until
he gathered between 1,600 and 1,700 scholars. ¢ I will go to
England,” he said, “if they will give me 10,000 souls;” and
all England is moving together, and Scotland and Ireland.
He is moving every denomination of Christians, and God is
pouring out a blessing such as no other man has succeeded
in being blest with since the times of Whitefield. And he
was such a poor snub of a boy that they would not receive
him into the church! Out of this assembly may there come
many a Moody and a Sankey to preach and sing the Gospel.

Mr.VANDOREN then pronounced the benediction, and the
large audience dispersed.

SECOND SESSION.

WEDNESDAY MORNING.

A prayer meeting was held from 9 to 9.30, conducted by
P. P. VAN ARsDALE, of Jersey City.

The Convention was opened with prayer by Rev. Mr.
HersLER, Presiding Elder of the District.

“Nearer my God to Thee,”

was then sung.

The hour was then taken up in hearing the reports of
the County Secretaries, which will be found in their proper
place at the close of this report.

Prof. Wu. Jounson, of Philadelphia, Musical Director
of the Convention, who had just arrived, was introduced,
and led the audience in singing

“We praise Thee, O God, for the Son of Thy love.”
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On motion, the following persons were appointed a Com-
mittee on Nomination of Officers for the ensuing year :

Atlantic, - - - - Rev. G. R. SNYDER.
Bergen, - Pror. WirLLiaM WILLIAMS,
Burlington, - S. 8. Downs.

Camden, - REv. A. K. STREET.
Cumberland, Dr. T. B. WELSH.
Cape May, REev. MR. DEWING.
Essex, - Pror. Wu. F. SHERWIN.
Gloucester, Rev. J. H. O’BRIEN.
Hudson, P. P. VAN ARSDALE.
Hunterdon, T. S. KUGLER.

Mercer, FRANKLIN DYE,
Middlesex, 8. E. WEIR.
Monmouth, Rev. B. C. LipPINCOTT.
Morris, - Hox. Jorx HiLr.
Ocean, - Rev. A. D. WILLIFER,
Pagsaic, - 8. A. McGREGOR,
Salem, - J. R. LipriNcorT,
Somerset, - J. V. D. HOAGLAND,
Sussex, - REv. J. B. WooDWARD.
Union, JAMES SCRIVEN,
‘Warren, - - - - Jos. 8. SmrITH.

V. M. W. Suypam, of Middlesex, E. J. WiLLIAMS,
of Hunterdon, and J. B. HorrMAN, of Cape May, were
appointed a Committee to audit the Treasurer’s account.

W. B. WiLkinsoN, of Essex, SAMUEL GARRISON, of
Morris, J. H. GiLErT, of Middlesex, R. OaDEN, of Mon-
mouth, and A. H. Horcomsg, of Hunterdon, were appoint-
ed an Enrolling Committee.

Dr. W."H. PeARNE, of Salem, Rev J. B. CAMPBELL of
Hunterdon, Hon. PETER A. VoorHEES, of Somerset, were
appointed a Committee on Obituaries.

The Committee then joined in singing

“Take the name of Jesus with you,”

and adjourned with the benediction by Rev. Mr. PRouDFIT,

of Clayton.
2
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THIRD SESSION.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON.

Prof. War. Jounsox conducted a Praise Service from

two until half-past two, closing with the hymn,
“We shall sing a new song.”

The regular session of the Convention was opened with
prayer by Rev. J. F. J. CoOPER, of Camden.

President LEFEVRE announced for discussion in brief
speeches the following question :

¢ How can we render our Sabbath Schools more effective ¢’

Dr. WELSH was the first speaker. He thought that it had
been too often considered that the Sunday School was the
place for litile folks, and we were too apt to talk small talk in
the presence of the older scholars. One answer to the ques-
tion was to bring in the ¢“children of larger growth,” and
extend our borders. He would not only have a regular adult
Bible Class in the School, but he would also have one inde-
pendent in some respects of the school proper, which should be
composed of the whole congregation, as far as possible, which
should meet in the audience room on Sabbath afternoon, and
dispense with introductory and closing exercises, and engage
in nothing but the study of the lesson for thirty or forty min-
utes, with thorough instruction.

FrankLiN DyE said that one of the superintendents in his
county (Mercer) in answering the question, at an Institute,
« What is the great want of your Sunday School ?” he said
“children! children !”

Mgs. Dye remarked that the efficiency of the Sunday
School could be increased by bringing in all the children.

Rev. Wi Harris believed in working for the conversion
of the children, but there is a great truth in what the old
minister said in the Pennsylvania State Convention—that his
class of bald-headed boys and spectacled girls were the best
class he had in his school.

P. P. Vax Arspare.—Everything for Jesus in the Sunday
School—the praying, the singing, the teaching—all for Jesus.

Mz. Tromas.—Efliciency comes from the individual teach-
er—his entire consecration, and fulfilling in himself the words

of the hymn,
“ Here, Lord, I give myself away,
"Tis all that I can do.”
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He must give himself entirely to this work as his life-work,
the same as the minister devotes himself to his work.

Dr. Cosap—One thing to make us more efficient in Sunday
School work is to feel the importance of « soul. When we think
of this, we will make all necessary preparations in order to
lead that soul to Christ. I believe accordingly as we are lift-
ed up into Christ we will lift up our children to Him, and
become more efficient workers in His cause.

Mr. Lewis thought that to have a high-toned definition of
what efliciency means, would be one step towards answering
the question under discussion. It was to so conduct the
school that the children should be brought step by step to the
Saviour, and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the teacher
was necessary in order that this might be done. We ought
to so live that we could open our lives to the children for
them to imitate.

MR. Cairns.—Trained teachers, 1 think, will make our
schools more efficient. In order to have teachers at all, we
must do the best we can, yet if they were instructed in the
art of teaching they would render their teaching far more ef-
fective. A trained school for teachers, or trained teachers, I
think, will do it. ;

MR. GruEL, of Cape May.—Training in the Normal Class

and training out of the class are both necessary, but it is
also necessary to have character, and to stamp that character,
whether by the expression of word or act, in the class, and out
of the class. §

Rev. Mr. CoorEr.—I think it is necessary, to increase the
efficiency of the Sunday School, that we have a good corps of
teachers well trained, and then those teachers to be fully con-
secrated to the work. One of the greatest difficulties we have
is that the teachers are not fully consecrated to the work., I
do not mean to say that they do not have the work at heart.
Then again, we ought to have the most persistent co-operation
of parents in doing their duty toward the children, and influ-
encing them to go to Sabbath School, and then a great deal
of home culture directly through the parents.

8. W. Crark.—We want a living faith in what we do—not
when we teach and ask our children to come to Jesus, to be
astonished that they are converted.

Mgr. ArkinsoN.—Good lively singing is about as effective
as anything.

REev. G. R. SNYDER.—We want to retain the children when




they grow up. I have thought of that matter a good deal,
and I believe we shall not be able to do that until we get the
grown up children—the fathers and the mothers—in the Sun-
day School. When the members of the congregation are
there, when we have them as a working church in the Bible
School—such as are not needed for teachers—the boys won’t
leave the Sunday School when they grow up large enough to
be considered children no longer.

Rev. B. C. Liepincorr.—More earnest prayer for the bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit upon all our hearts is needed. If we
depend more upon God to work through us, and have our
hearts all aglow with Divine love, T think the efficiency of the
Sunday School would be greatly increased.

Pror. JomnsoN.—In a Sunday School in Erie, Pa., the
teachers met after school and inquired “What can we do to
have a revival?” One said “I wish you would pray for my
class.” So they prayed for that class. The next Sabbath
another teacher said “I wish you would pray for my class.” 8o
they continued, and when they had reached the fifth Sabbath
from that time the revival had commenced in class No. One.
Two or three had been converted. The whole class was in
in tears as the teacher presented Christ to them. We want
to present our,scholars to Christ unitedly.

Mz. SnoaN.—God works by means, as well as by faith. The
superintendent is one of the means, but he is very often se-
lected on account of his prominent position in society, or his
wealth, or his superior intelligence. But the superintendent
should be not only a man whose heart is full of the love of
Christ, but a man of good executive ability. The school will
be modeled after the superintendent. if he be a man of
system, he will bring them “to the line and the plummet”’—
to be there at the time and leave at the time. The school
will have its proper exercise, and everything will move in
harmony. There will be strength of faith as well as of pur-
pose.

J. R. NewLiN.—One thing that is necessary is so to teach
the churches that they will not regard the Sabbath School as
an evil to be endured, but as a fountain from which flows the
living stream which is to insure the healthful action of the

churches, and that they are to see that the fountain is full.

Rev. Mz. Prarrs.—Sufficient importance has not been at-
tached to the school as a training school for young converts.
Tts work in that line is blessed work. But shall we not fail
to interest and keep the older ones unless we inculcate this
other idea, that it is a place for Christian culture ?
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Mr. Dye.—Everything done decently and in order will
make the school more efficient.

Ruv. MR. Harr1s.—The real key-note of the work has not
been struck. It is the personal, direct application of the truth
taught to the children. On one occasion, as I came down from
my pulpit, the superintendent said, “I wish you would say to
every teacher in this school to present Jesus to-day to every
scholar in the school.” I did so, and gave notice of a child-
ren’s meeting for the following week—a meeting of inquiry—
and the work of grace began in that school from that very
hour. This simple, direct offer of Christ in the Sunday
School is what will make it more efficient.

REev. MR. MEACH.—One thing has been omitted, and that
is the home influence, encouraging and backing up the labors of
the teacher. If they can only have the influence at home
which is necessary to give spirituality to the work to be
accomplished by the teacher, it will add very much to the
efficiency of the Sabbath School.

8. 8. Downs.—The great underlying principle, to my mind,
should be emphasized more fully, and that is the salvation of
the souls of the children. That should be foremost and
prominent all the time, in all the singing and all the exercises
of the school—how to lead the children to Jesus—how to se-
cure the salvation of all connected with the school.

This closed the discussion, in which over twenty speeches
were made, and none extending beyond the allotted time—
five minutes.

Mgrs. 8. W. CLARk, with a class of about one hundred
children from Millville, then proceeded to teach the lesson of
coming Sabbath, entitled ¢‘Hypocrisy and Piety.”

INFANT CLASS LESSON.

(Showing the board, with the word Hyrocrisy, written in
large letters.) Can you tell me the meaning of the word?
Ans, “Sin.” Yes, it means sin in one way. After I tell you
a little story, I will see if you will know better what this
word means: A little school girl has a little playmate, and
she goes to school with her every day. When she is with the
little girl, she pretends to be very fond of her, and takes the
candy she gives her at recess, and then, when her little com-
Panion is not near, she says, I don’t like that little girl one
bit.” Did she like the little girl? Ans. “No.” What did
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she do when she was with her? Ans. ¢“Make believe.”
Well, that is just what hypocrisy means—making believe ; and
those who make believe are hypocrites.

A little child takes one of her mamma’s cups and breaks
it, and when mamma asks, ¢ Where is my cup?’ looks as
though she did not know anything at all about it. What is
that little girl? Ans. ¢ A hypocrite.” 'What day is coming
in about six weeks, that you are all looking forward to? Ans.
¢ Christmas.” How many don’t want any thing then? O,
nobody. You all want Santa Claus to bring you something.
If a little girl should say, “I want Santa Claus to bring me
a great big doll, so big,” and then, if she should get it, she
should say, «“ Well, I don’t care anything about it,” what
kind of a girl would you call Susie? Ans. ‘A make-believe
girl.” A little child goes to Sabbath school every Sunday,
and reads his Bible, and then does wrong all the week long
is a little Aypocrite, acting what he does not mean. If
such a little boy should say to himself, “ O, how I love
Jesus.” Would he be a good little child? Ans. ¢ No, ma’m.”
Now, who can tell me what the word hypocrisy means? Ans.
“It means making believe.” Yes, hypocrisy is acting a lie.
Now, say it again—* Hypocrisy is acting.a lie.”

I am going to tell you a little story about the lesson.
Many years ago, when Jesus was on earth, he went one day
into the temple. What do I mean by temple? Where they
went to worship God. He was in the temple teaching the
people. Jesus and his friends had come up to Jerusalem.
It was in the early part of the year, and they had all
come up to the great feast of the Passover. It was kept
in Jerusalem, and one day Jesus went up into the tem-
ple. to worship, as all the others did. There were a great
many people there, and what do you think they were doing
in the temple? They were buying and selling things. Was
that right? Ans. “ No, ma’m.” Then they had outside, by
the porch, tables, where they changed money for people that
didn’t have the right kind, and when Jesus came into the
temple, and saw what they were doing, he drove them all
out, because they were doing this in God’s house. And how
vexed the people were! They wanted to kill Jesus, and they
thought they might make Jesus do something wrong, and
take him and kill him. So they thought they would ask
him some questions. They didn’t care what answers he
gave, so that they might catch him ; but Jesus answered them
so wisely that they could find no fault. The wisest didn’t
have anything to say. They didn’t want to know anything
about what they asked him. What kind of men were they ?
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Ans. “ Hypocrites.” And how did Jesus know what they
were doing? [Mrs. Clark pointed to the sentence on the
blackboard.] ¢ Gop sAW THEIR HEARTS.”

And now I want to read to you what he said, just exactly
as he said it, about them. [Reads.] ¢ And he said unto
them, beware of the scribes,” and then he gave as a reason
for it, ¢ which desire to walk in long robes, and love greet-
ings in the markets, and the highest seats in the synagogues,
and the chief rooms at the feasts; which devour widows’
houses, and for a show make long prayers; the same shall
receive greater damnation.”

They loved to go in long clothing. [Writing “ L. C.” on
the blackboard.] The priests were accustomed to wear long
clothing down to their feet, and these people put on long
clothing to make believe they were just as good as they
were.

They liked to have salutations [writes “S” for salutations]
in the market-places, to have people say to them, “ How do
you do?” They liked to be noticed; they liked to be looked
at; they loved the chief seats in [writes ¢ C. 8.” on the black-
board] the synagogues; they loved to go up in front. At
that time, when' they had feasts, they used to place the guests
in the order of their rank, and this [writing ¢ Feasts ]
means the best place at the table.

They cheated the widows out of their homes, their property
and their money. They then stood up and made long
prayers in the church, as if it was all right. What shall we
call these men? Ans. “Hypocrites.” And how did God
know about these men ? Ans. “He saw into their hearts.”

I wonder if there is any little boy or girl here who likes
to show his clothes or her dress ? Did you ever, any of you,
80 to a party, and take the best place at the table ? That was
naughty. Did you ever take anything from anybody that
was not your own ? I want you to see how wicked these men
were—taking things that did not belong to them.

After Jesus had finished talking with these people, he
« went to the other side of the temple. All around this temple
there was a great porch. They called it “The Court,” and
in this were placed money chests. There were eleven of them,
and the tops of them were shaped like a trumpet, to receive
the money, and they stood all along in a row. We take up a
collection in our churches, but they didn’t do that way; but
as they went in they dropped in their money. Jesus went
nto the porch and watched the people as they went by. By
and by came a man, and he put his hand in his pocket and
took out some money—a handful—and he says: “I will
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throw in a handful, and make a great noise, so that the
people can see me.” Jesus saw him. There came another
man, and he says: “I must give a good handful because the
rest did.” Jesus saw down into that man’s heart. And then
there passed another man, and he said in his heart: ¢« Well, I
suppose I must do as the rest do, or they will think
me mean.” Is that the reason why we should give? Ans.
«No.” And so they passed on and passed in, and what do
you think Jesus saw in their hearts? What did he see inside
of their hearts? [Showing a card in the shape of a heart.]
How does this heart look? ~What color is it? Ans. ¢« White.”
[Opens the card, which is lined with black paper.] How does
it look now? Ans. “Black.” Now when I close it, how does
it look? Ans. “ White.” That is the way the Pharisees
looked to the people—all clean and pure; [and opening the
heart again] this is the way their hearts looked. [Removing
a slide, and showing a word written in the heart.] What
was the reason their hearts were 80 black ? Ans. ¢“8in.”
Ah! that isit. That word has but three little letters, but
ah ! how much it means.

Down by the money chests the Saviour stood, and he saw
a poor widow coming towards the chests. I think I see her.
She has a neat dress on, but her face looks so pleasant
and sweet. She has something in her hand. Let us look
and see what it is. Two little mites ! If you take a penny and
cut it into five little pieces and take two of them you will
have just as much money as she had. She might have said,
«T haven’t any bread. I have nothing to pay my rent.
don’t know where my next shoes are coming from, but I love
God, and this is all T've got.”

She had two little mites, and as she came along, she felt in
her heart, “I love the Lord God. He has taken care of me
all my life.”” How much did she putin? Did she put ina
part of what she had? Ans.—< All she had.” [Writes.] Who
was it that put down all she had? Ans.—The widow.”
‘What was the feeling when she gave the money ? Whom did

che love? Ans.—“God.” Because she loved God she was .

willing to give how much ? [Pointing.] Ans.—“All she had.”

Do you think this woman’s heart was like the man’s heart?
Ans.—¢ No, ma’am.” [Showing another heart open, with the
inside white and clear.] This is like the woman’s heart, and
when we do right and love God, our hearts are just like that.

I wonder how many of my little boys and girls have a
heart like that?

Little boys and girls have sin in their hearts by nature. A
long time ago, before there were any men and women, God
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made a man and a woman who were very pure. [Showing a
vial of pure, clear water.] Man was as pure as that. He
hadn’t the least spot or blemish on his character. But by-
and-by Satan came into the garden, and he tempted these peo-
ple to do something wrong. They gave way to temptation,
and I am going to show you what happened. [Pouring black
ink into the vial.]

Is the water white now? Ans.—¢ No, ma’am.” Sin turn-
ed their lives and our lives all black. That is why you and I
have sins in our hearts to-day. ;

But God told them that by-and-by he would send his Son,
his dear Son, down into this world, that he should die upon
the Cross, and that his precious blood should be spilled that
all our sins might be washed away. [Pouring into the vial a
small quantity of oxalic acid which instantly rendered the con-
tents clear.] A little drop—just see—a little drop of the
blood of Christ can wash away the sins of very little children.
The blood of Jesus is able to do it, just as the stain went out
of the water and left it all pure. Can we keep our hearts
pure all ourselves? Ans.—¢No, ma’am.” [Removing a slide
in the card, the word JESUS is shown printed on the heart
in bright red letters.] Who can help us? Ans. ¢ Jesus.”
Where shall we have Jesus? Ans.—¢1In the heart.”

What did the woman give to Jesus? Ans.—¢ All she had.”
Jesus does not want your money, but he wants you, and you.
He wants you just as you are—all you have, and all you
are. :

My little girl said to me, “I had such a hard lesson I
couldn’t learn it, and I just put my head down upon my desk
and asked Jesus to help me, and then it looked so bright, I
had no trouble at all.” She had Jesus in the heart, and when
she had trouble she went to him to help her.

I have a little bit of a boy, and I love him dearly. The
other day I heard him and his little sister talking together at
the corner of the lounge, and saying, “ He did, he did,” and
I stopped to see what it was about. He said, “ Mamma,
didn’t he?” “Didn’t what?” I asked. “ Why, didn’t Jesus
die to save us?”

This is what the two little folks were talking about. Says
Earnie, «“ Didn’t Jesus die to save us?” « Well,” Gertie says,
“if Jesus died to save me, I will try to love him, for he" is
a dear good Jesus.”

_Will any of these little folks choose Jesus for their Sa-
Viour? If you take Jesus into your hearts he will help you
to keep them white and pure; but if you have sin there they
S00n get as black as this [showing the first heart].
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Dear children, come to the Saviour, ask him to wash all the
sin away. Put your hand in his and let him lead you and
guide you through all your lives.

Upon the conclusion of Mgs. CLARK’S exercise a collec-
tion was taken for the benefit of the Association.
After some brief remarks by REv. MorGAN EDWARDS,

PROF. JOHNSON sang,
« Seven fishers went out by night on the waves of Galilee.”

REV. ALEXANDER PROUDFIT then addressed the Conven-

tion on
HOME WORK.

Mg, PrEsIDENT :—When the Secretary of the State Associ-
ation named several topics, and asked me which I would
speak upon, I immediately selected this one, for if there is
any word I love in the language it is home, and if there is any
place in the world that is more beautiful than another, apart
from the house of God, it is home.

In considering this topic I have been very forcibly remind-
ed that the Church and Christian work pass through success-
ive and varied phases, and they are apt to be characterized
by giving especial prominence to one phase at a time, which
is now the Sunday School phase.

The phase of public teaching is the one most prominent
before Christian workers to-day—the instruction of the young
in the Sabbath School, and the instruction of the congrega-
tions in our churches. Pastors are thinking very earnestly
upon this subject, and studying hard to see how they can best
reach the minds of their people, and convey solid instruction
about truth and about the doctrines and facts of God’s Word.

This is what we are all working for, and that great and
glorious camp meeting at Chautauqua, it seems to me, was the
culmination of this great idea of learning how to impart in-
struction. But if we go back about fifty years, or to the
beginning of this century, or earlier, we find that at that time
there was an entirely different phase of church work and
church thought, and that work centered very largely in the
word home. In the sactuary there was very solid instruction
by the ministers of the Gospel—so solid that the people now-
a-days would hardly receive it without much embellishment.

But apart from that solid information given in the church,
the great reliance was in the home, and I question. very much
whether the young people of the present day are better instruct-
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ed than were the young people then. The great point now-a-days
is, that we are reaching the masses more—those who would not
be taught at home. Now, this is a great work. It is a work
that requires the most careful attention, the most patient
thought, and the most active effort, and we are not going to
- stop 1n this great effort. We are working to spread it, and
going back again to the home. Others are charged with
speaking about Assocrarron Work, and Purpir Worxk, and
Crass Work, but it falls to my lot to speak about Home
Workg, and I want to make a plea for Christian homes.

I will class my remarks under three heads. The first point
necessity of homerule. "'We hear a great deal about “ Home is the
Rule.” It has come to be of those watchwords that gain the
ear of the people almost the world over—Home Rule—that is,
letting the local affairs of the different States be managed by
the States themselves. I will not attempt an analysis of this
question, and say whether the ideas advanced are entirely
right or not, but I will apply them in a different sense, and I
assert what we need to-day in the church and in the com-
munity is Home RuLg. :

We hear a great deal of talk about home government and
children ruling the parents. There is a great deal of
government on that side, but my dear friends, is that
right? Do we need any more than to ask the question ?
God laid on the heads of parents the solemn responsibility of
governing their children, and it was one of the greatest com-
mendations that the Lord gave to Abraham when he said “T
know Abraham that he will command his children and his
household after him,” and so he did. What was it that made
the house of Eli to differ from the house of Abraham ? What
was it that made David mourn over Absalom and all the sad
doings of his household? David was a good man, a man
after God’s own heart as a king, yet so weak that he did not
control his children. i

We need to have this idea settled in our minds, and pressed
upon the people, that God has charged us as parents with ruling
our houscholds. We see the children doing about as they
Please in many households. You have missed them from
Sabbath School, from Church, and you have enquired of the
parents the reason, and the answer has been “Q, they are
going to the other Church, the other Sunday School.” ~And
you have said *“Is it not your preference to have them go to
Jour Church and your Sunday School?” They are not
gfown up. They are children from ten to fifteen years of
age, and they ought to be under the control of the parents.

he reply has been, “My children did not care to go to
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Church or Sunday School last Sunday,” or, ‘“they wanted to
g0 to the other Church or Sunday School. My children pre-
ferred it very much.” The idea seems to rest in their minds
that if the children prefer it, they must be allowed to do it.

‘And then there are children that are doing very wicked
things, very vile and sinfal things, doing things that are
bringing 'disgrace upon themselves and their parents, but
there is no firm hand laid upon them. We shall insist upon
the idea of rule in a Christian home. God has laid upon us
parents the solemn daty of ruling our children. It requires
firmness to do it. It requires watchfulness. It requires
judgment. It requires wisdom. But it can be done, and God
has charged us with it.

What is it that makes some men able to command
a whole army—to sway them by their will? It is because
they have the will and wuse it. They have that commanding
will which gives them power over men. What is it that
makes some parents have such a control over their house-
holds? It is because they have the will and use it. Now,
I know some people are greatly deficient in will to govern
as others do, but this matter of control can be cultivated.
Tt can be practiced, and.we have to. begin practising very
early.

Ifywe begin with our children from the very first dawn
of intelligence to let them understand that they are to
mind what they are told to do, as we should, until they are
seven or eight years of age, and then constantly carry it out
afterwards, we shall have very little trouble. Their wills will
be moulded to our will. It may require a variation of treat-
ment. We will admit that there are some particularly “hard
cases” where it is very difficult, and almost impossible, to ac-
complish it, and I admit that many children as they grow up
throw off all parental authority and fear, but casting out these
exceptions, if we confrol them as we bring them up they will
obey us.

T saw a little boy, summer before last, in a family the
parents of which were educated. The mother was a member
of one of the Evangelical churches, and the father was a
member of the Catholic church, and an officer in the United
States Army—placed by the Government in the command of
men. This little boy had a furious temper, and ruled that
house completely; and the mother said, “ When he gets to
be seven years old I am going to gsend him to a Convent to
have his will broken.” He was four years old, and she was
going to wait three years before doing what she ought to
Bave done when he was four months old. That child had
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never been taught to obey, and he will give his parents sor-
row before he is much older.,

The first point, then, that I would bring out most earnestly
is home rule—rule in our homes. The second point is home
religion. I believe this is the foundation of the Christian
education of our children, next to-home rule, because without
home rule there can be no successful attempt at Christian edu-
cation. By home religion T mean, in the first place, a Christian
example.  All the instruction that we can impart, all the re-
ligious observances in our homes, will have no effect for good
unless our examples are in harmony with them.

I suppose all of us who are parents have noticed how our
own conduct has been reflected in the child’s conduct.
Mother, have you not seen your little girl reproducing you
exactly in her treatment of a playmate, of a brother, or a
sister? If we maintain a Christ-like example before them, if
we are kind and loving in words and in our treatment of one
another in the ordering of our homes, they will place a far
greater weight upon our words, attach a far greater value to
our instructions, and be much more likely to accept them and
obey them. I would speak very earnestly with regard to

. Jamily worship in our homes. For the last ten or fifteen years
I have had an increasing conviction, as the result of observa-
tion, that this is a duty that is sadly neglected. In the last
year or two it has been my lot to travel very widely over the
country. I have staid in a great many so-called Christian
homes, and I have noticed in a very sad degree how family
prayer is neglected. I have seen families where it was en-
tirely abandoned; where it was not abandoned; where it
was celebrated once a day; others when it was convenient to
do 80, when a minister was present to conduct it; where it
was conducted in such a heartless, formal manner that it
accomplished no good. I have seen other families where
it was conducted if the father and the mother were present,
or, when the domestics were not present.

The idea of home  worship is to have a whole family
present—parents, children, domestics—the whole household
from top to bottom. Well, some one says, “ That is a very
80ood theory, but how can it be managed with servants who

. are Romanists?”” In my own home I cannot remember more
- than two Roman Catholic servants in the course of fifteen

years that would not come in to family worship, and we have
- almost invariably had one in my home. It can be done.
~ Now, as a part of this family worship, we must arrange the
- Worship at such a time, and conduct it in such a way as is
- Possible. In some cases it is best to have it before breakfast.
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In some cases, after breakfast. With regard to evening wor-
ship, it is well, generally, to have it right after supper. In
the case of others, it is best to have it at bed-time, or at 9
o’clock. There can be no cast-iron rule laid down. And let
no one say that it cannot be done, for I know from observa-
tion and experience, that it can be done by others. I raise a
most earnest plea before this Sabbath School Convention for
home worship, and before the Christian people of Millville I
raise a most earnest plea for the daily, yes, for the twice daily,
the systematic, the regular worship of God in our homes.
I believe we in a great measure sacrifice the blessing of God
where it is not done.

There are parents, fathers or mothers, who say, “I cannot
conduct worship.” In the city of New Brunswick, in the
home of a relative, the oldest son was converted. The father
had not been in the habit of observing family worship. The
son took it up, and the father was so rebuked by it that he
took it out of the son’s hands.

Sometimes there are not fathers—only mothers. But if
these mothers have the fear of God in their hearts they will
set up family worship, and 1 know of some homes where
the children have become so imbued with the spirit of the
worship that when the father is away they will ask for the
privilege of conducting it. I know of a little boy, who, when
his father went away desired to lead in prayer and to ask the
blessing at the table, and on one occasion when his father and
mother were absent, he called the nurse and the cook in the
room, and that little boy recited a psalm and offered a prayer
to God. What a rebuke, my dear friends, to those who are
older and more capable of conducting such service!

Prayer for the children is another feature of this home re-

~ligion. I believe one of the most powerful influences in

moulding me as a young Christian and subsequently as a
minister of the Gospel were a mother’s prayers, and I shall
never forget being awakened by a whispering where I was
sleeping. The whispering affected me unfavorably at first.
It woke me up. There I found my mother kneeling at my
bedside, pouring out her heart to God, and I lay there and
found that she was pleading to God for me. The recollection
of that night—that mother is now in Heaven—is most
deeply imbedded in my memory, and I can never forget the
influence that act had upon me.

0! mothers, pray with your children, pray for your children.
Let them find you wrestling with God for their salvation.
Let us make our homes not only Christian homes, in the
sense of Christian control and the Christian religion sym-
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bolized there, but make them so sweet, so attractive, so beau-
tiful by the sunlight of our countenances, of our love, and of
our example, and by every other reasonable and proper adorn-
ment—music, painting, whatever will make them attractive—
that they shall be the dearest places on the earth to our
children.

The discussion of the same topic was further continued
by Rev. J. S. HEISLER:

I feel deeply impressed this afternoon with the importance
of the theme before us. ~Children’s meetings are very popular
in this part of the country, as I suppose they are elsewhere,
but I would be glad to see the time when parents’ meetings
would be just as popular, and just as free. I think, sir, to-day
that we are far behind the church of 8,000 years ago—the
church as it existed in the days of Moses, when such instruc-
tions as these were constantly reiterated in the hearing of
parents, “Thou shalt teach these things when thou sittest
in thy house.” They were to be bound as frontlets between
the eyes, and on the wrists, and fastened to the borders of
their garments, and written over their door-ways and gate-
ways, and memorials were set up constantly, and they were
instructed to set up these memorials for the benefit of their
children, so that one generation might tell to another. What
has been the result of that earnest work, in connection with
the old Jewish Church, to-day? Wherever you find a Jew,
whether in Christian Armenia or heathen India, whether in
circumstances like a Rothschild, or as poor as a pack-pedlar,
we find him thoroughly instructed in the statutes and com-
mandments of the Lord, and we all know how difficult it is
to turn the mind of the Jew. It requires more than ordinary
power to bring him under the influence of Divine grace, be-
cause of the thorough religious training which he has received
in his church. A few years ago a Jewish mother was so
much interested that her child should grow up in the faith of
his fathers, that she carried that child in her arms fifty miles
to a Jewish synagogue that she might present him™ before
God. And the Roman Church are ahead of us in this respect,
I think. I was very much impressed the other day by what
a gentleman told me who had gone to the Roman Catholic
cathedral in Camden. Ie gave me a description of the sery-
ices in that Church. After the usual performances, the priest
arose and said to the people that he would not preach a regu-
lar sermon that day. “I have before me,” he remarked,
“twenty notices, any one of which would be sufficient for a
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sermon, but I will just use one of them.”” He then read it, and
it contained the information that had been given him by a
teacher that one of the children of his class was absent that
Sunday without any excuse so far as he knew. Said the
priest, “It is alarming that twenty children are absent without
out cause.” They have in that congregation five or six hun-
dred children, and yet the priest felt alarmed at that state of
things, and said, *This thing must not continue, or they will
be denied the privilege of the mass.” Now that indicates the
importance that the Roman Catholics attach to the religious
instruction of their children.

I have another thought in connection with this subject, and
that is this: we find that in our public schools the teachers
fail unless they have the co-operation of the parents, and the
public school becomes a recitation room, and the home the
place of study. I know that from my own personal observa-
tion. A teacher came to me and said, “If you will give your
son the right kind of help at home I will promote him to the
next higher grade,” and that is the kind of help that our
public school teachers are asking for continually, and every
Sunday School teacher can have the same co-operation. If
our parents will get as much interested in the Sunday School
as in the public school, we will have a better state of things
at home, and we will have a better state of things in the Sun-
day School.

Singing :—** Lead me to Jesus.”
Replies were given by the Committee to the following

written questions :

“Is it best for teachers and scholars to dispense with the use of the lesson
papers during the recitation, and to use only their Bibles?”

Ans.—*“ Yes.”

“ Can there be any kind of conversions than Aopeful conversions ¢

Ans.—** I know ot no other.”

“ Qught not the time of the Sunday School to be devoted mainly, if not
exclusively to the study of the Sacred Scriptures, and not given to religious
conversation, singing and prayer ? ”

Ans.—*“ We should say, ‘By no means;’ for, by prayer only can we get
properly to understand the Scriptures. ‘We can no more do without singing
and prayer in the Sunday School than in the preaching of the Gospel.”

“In having the lesson printed in full on the lesson slips is there not some
danger that the scholar will neglect his Bible? Would it not be better to
give only the chapter and verse, and let them look it out for themselves?”

Ans.—*“I think so0.”

“ Where is the pastor’s place in reference to the Sunday School ?”

Ans.—* The Commander-in-chi¢f—at the head of the School. A pastor,
however, should not take a superintendent’s place.”
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“ What are the best means of securing the study of the Bible by adult
classes ?”

Ans.—*The International Series of Lessons, with all the appliances.”

“What can be done to make our County Sunday School Conventions
more successful 2

Ans—**Stir up a greater interest upon the part of Sunday School men,
and get them to come, and give them something to do.”

“How shall the grace of Zemperance be taught in the Sunday School 2”

Ans.—* The same as any other religious truth.” ;

‘“How can we study the creed and catechisms of the Church on the Sab-
bath, when our time is taken up by the International Lesson ? ”

Ans.—Let the lesson teach the catechism. It is not so much that we are
to teach formulas as that we are to fasten in the minds of the children great
truths. But there are International leaves that have a single lesson from the
catechism to be answered every Sabbath. A few questions may be assigned
from the catechism, to be answered in concert, where the school is small,
every Sabbath, or a certain number may be given by each teacher to be re-
cited by the class. There is no necessity of dispensing with the catechisms
of the churches. There is plenty of time.”

The Convention then joined in singing, with great earnest-
ness, the hymn,

‘ Blest be the tie that binds,”

after which the benediction was pronounced by Rev. J. K.
F. StrrEs, of the Sunday School Union.

FOURTYTH "SESS TGN,

WEDNESDAY EVENING.
Previous to the opening of the Cénvention, Mr. AAronN
CoE, of Newark, entertained the audience with a brief de- -
scriptibn of his travels in the Holy Land.
“Tell me the old, old story,”

was sung as the first hymn, and prayer was offered by Rev.
A. D. WILLIFER, of Ocean County. Prof. Wu. F. SHER-
WIN then made some remarks upon

SUNDAY SCHOOL MUSIC.
. Sunday Schools almost everywhere spend too much time
10 & wrong way in learning new tunes and new hymns. They
Practice, practice, practice a long time, beginning at the wrong
3
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place. If you want to put new hymns and new tunes in your
school, take the hymn, if it has any sentiment in i, if it has any
religion in it, if it has any Christ in it, if it has any power in
it to lift the soul God-ward and Heaven-ward, and put it down
into the heart. When you have all the school interested in the
matter, give them the tune, put faith in them, make them
believe that they can sing it. The way to sing a new tune is
lo sing il.

To illustrate, Prof. SHERWIN sang a hymn,
« Qnly for Thee,”

and had the audience join him.
Rev. B. C. LIPPINCOTT next addressed the Convention
upon the subject of

ILLUSTRATIVE TEACHING.

The great object of the Sunday School work, he said, is to
bring the children to Christ ; and whatever appliances we can
use, and whatever illustration can be made use of, in order to
more deeply impress, are perfectly legitimate for the Sunday
School worker. The Great Teacher taught great lessons and
then illustrated them, adapting his illustrations to the occu-
pations and circumstances of his audience. Mr. LIPPINCOTT
giving numerous examples to show this. i

Another point, he said, was the narration of incidents,
especially when the class was a little dull. They would soon
waken up.

Character might be beautifully illustrated by object teaching,
and impressions of religious truth created by objects in all the
realms of nature. To dllustrate this, he took a fair sound
apple to represent the character of a good boy, and a rotten
apple that of a bad boy. A straight stick and a crooked stick
were used for the same purpose. A bunch of leaves illus-
trated the lesson of ¢The Barren Fig-Tree.” He had taken
a cocoon in his school to illustrate the ¢ Resurrection.” He
believed in putting Gospel truth down into the heart right
through the eye, and there it shall bring forth fruit to the
honor and glory of God. By objects and every possible way
try to impress them, and then bring them courageously unto
a throne of grace.

Tvery mother should take her children to God, and earn-
estly devote them to Jesus, repeatedly, as long as she lives.
Do this early, and not wait until they have formed their hab-
its, and cannot be influenced any more than the sturdy oak,




35

which has stood the storms of a hundred winters, can be
made to bend.

One stanza of the hymn
“There is a fountain filled with blood,”

was then sung.

Rev. WiLniam Harris, of Princeton College, next ad-
dressed the Convention on the

CONVERSION OF CHILDREN.

You will remember that when Elisha returned to Jericho,
after the translation of his master, the sons of the prophet
called his attention to the fact that the city was “ beautiful for
situation,” but that the water that supplied the city was
“not,” and the land was barren. And what did he do? He
called for a cruse of salt, and—did you ever notice the ex-
pression exactly ? I have read it a thousand times, until once
it came upon me as a flash of lightning—he went forth unto
““the spring of the waters,” and cast the salt in there, and “the
waters were healed unto this day.” That is what the Sunday
School is to do—to cast the salt of divine truth into ¢the
spring of the waters.” A foul stream of vice and corruption
is flowing all over the land.

A good brother stated here last night that in his county
there were over three thousand grog-shops. What a spring of
hell is there! Now, what we have to do is to go to the
fountain head. I remember once to have heard Dr. Holland
deliver a lecture, and the gist of his remarks was, “ We have
tried reforms until we are sick and tired of reformation.”
He showed how, in regard to this very matter of intemperance,
there was a great undertow that carried away everything that
we thought we had gained, and swept the very sand from
beneath our feet. “ Now,” said he, ¢ we want a new word.”
We want ¢ formation.” And then the proposed formation was
to be through the agency of the home, the day school—with
~ the Bible, mind you—and the Sunday School. But there is
- only one way in which this work can be done, and thoroughly
- done, and that is by the actual conversion of the child, and this is
- the subject on which I am to speak.

I do not know of anything in regard to which there is more

i Practical unbelief in the church of Christ than this. We
- theorize about it, and talk about its being the ductile period
- of life—the formative period—and that we can make any

.
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kind of impression upon it. And we believe, of course we
believe, that the children can be converted; but I say we do
not practically believe it. We do not work for it, and when
they come to Christ we do not believe in it.

We are like the old elder. The minister had let a boy ten
years old into the communion of the church. The old man
objected to this, and that night there came a snow, followed
by a clear, cold winter’s morning, with huge drifts of snow
on the side hills. The minister was walking out and came
across the old elder, who had such a lugubrious countenance
that he thought somebody was at the point of death. He
inquired what was the matter, and the old elder replied, “ My
dear brother Jones! that boy that you took into the church
is sliding down the hill just like any other boy.” [Laughter.]

There are some people, alas! in the church of Christ that
think that religion must be a long-visaged affair; thata child
must be changed into an old man because he is a Christian,
and if he does not have an “old head on young shoulders,”
they do not believe in his Christianity. Ah! dear friends.
when it comes to be a personal experience, then we believe it,

I remember once when the Spirit of God was poured out
on my own church, and hundreds of dear children were
sitting in the seats weeping and mourning on account of their
sins. There was one individual—he was not a skeptical
man—he was the most earnest teacher I had in my Sunday
School—the man who had labored most by precept and ex-
ample for that very effect—yes, that man sat over yonder in
one corner, and looking, and believing that this whole thing
was a delusion—that these children did not know what they
were crying about, and the devil got possession of him for
the time being. He told this to me afterwards. But pre-
sently he looked across the church and saw his two sons—
hard boys that had almost broken his heart—it seemed as if
he had not been able to make any impression on them—he
saw them crying with the rest. IHe went over to them. I
saw the tears streaming down his cheeks as he was preaching
Christ and praying for them. It had gone home to his own
heart, and he believed, and he had the crown of rejoicing over
those boys brought to Christ. When it comes to our own
homes, to our own hearts, we then have faith to belicve.

Now, I may approach this subject in a philosophical way—
a theological way. I may begin and say that we all ‘acknow-
ledge that the children are saved, infants are saved, and there-
fore we must believe that they are regenerated. And if the
Holy Spirit can regenerate the hearts of the children, they
certainly can exhibit signs of conversion in their lives, and
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the Ioly Spirit may convert a soul just as the mind is
developed.

I may approach the subject from the scriptural point of
view by proof text after proof text thatthe Lord has indicated

 this as the work of the church, and the hope of the church;
that the Lord Jesus Christ took into his arms little infant
children and blessed them.

I may approach it from the side of the simplicity of the
gospel. Thank God, the story is so simple that it may be
received by idiots—may be received in a moment.

But we come—Dbetter still—to the facts. “Facts are stub-
born things,” and the facts are that the children have been
converted, and have exhibited as clear evidence of their con-
version at the age of five or six as any adult.

I was once with brother Hammond at Newtown. We
preached Christ to the children, and many dear children that
afternoon expressed a desire to come to Christ, and there
was a great blessing of God on that place. I saw a gentle-
man there whom I did not recognize as a clergyman, and
fearing that he was a little skeptical, I said to him I hope,
sir, that you have faith to believe that this is real, that these
children are weeping and troubled on account of their sins.”

“ Believe it2” said he. “Sir, I am like you, a minister of
the gospel, and examine them in regard to the evidences of
their faith. A year ago I lost my own little boy just five
years of age, and I assure you, sir, he gave me as clear and
distinctive evidence of his conversion as any adult that I have
ever examined for the communion table in all my life.”

Now, the children give signs of their conversion in many
ways. You have already heard the story of the little boy who
said that he knew that Sallie was a Christian ¢ because she
played like a Christian.”

And then in their prayers. In that very village of Newtown,
I remember a little girl was called on to pray. IHer father
was a drunkard, and she commenced, * O, Lord, I know that
Thou art my Father in Heaven,” and then the voice began to
break, «“but O, God, have mercy upon my poor father here
on the earth,” and then the tears came, and then the sobs.
Had not that child faith to believe that God would have
pity on her poor drunken father ?

I remember Mr. Hammond telling of a little boy in Scot-
land, near Belmont. He had been playing that morning with
the snails on the rocks, but could not get them off. - That
night his mother heard him praying, “O! Lord, that I 'may
cling fast to Thee like the limpet did to the rock, which I
tried to pull off and I could not.”
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Mr. Hexry MoREHOUSE said he was at a friend’s house in
England, who was a man of wealth. Iis little girl had re-
ceived many beautiful presents on her birth-day, among other
things a doll with gold earrings. In the evening, a child’s
voice was heard in her room, and there the little thing was
with her playthings distributed around her, down on her
knees praying: ¢ O, Father, I thank Thee for this beautiful
work-box; I thank Thee for this beautiful doll ;” and so she
went on through the list and ended thus: “but O, Lord, I
thank Thee most of all that Thou didst die instead of me.”
A child five years old making such a prayer in such simple
faith, and not be converted? not be able to give evidence of
her conversion ? Ah, dear friends, there is in us a want of
faith. We keep our children out in the cold when they ought
to be in the fold.

A minister had the elders to oppose him in admitting the
children to the communion. There was one of them who
had a very fine flock of sheep, and the minister went to see
him one evening. .

The elder stood by the sheep-yard, and the minister stood
a little back of him, where he could keep back the lambs by
using his cane. Sheep after sheep went, in but no lambs.
Finally, the old elder turned around and said, “ ‘Where are
my lambs? What are you doing?” “Keeping all the lambs
out of the fold again, and I want you to see how it works.”

We keep the lambs out of the fold and take in the old
sheep, and we expect the lambs will prosper.

The teacher of a large boys’ school, where he had great trou-
ble, especially with boys in his school who were professing
Christians, said to me—and I was deeply impressed on that
account—¢ The great error of the day is, that when we allow
the young to come into the church, we should from that time
abandon them to themselves and expect them to grow strong
in Christ without culture. Before they come into the
church we are striving with them before a throne of grace,
but just as soon as they are taken in we let them alone
altogether.”

It is just as if that good man had let the lambs come into
the fold, and never fed them, or defended them, or done any-
thing that they might grow, and then expected that they
would make as fair a show as the strong sheep cared for for

ears.
e That is what we ask of children. It is not what we expect
of grown people. We have the appliances for Sunday preach-
ing, the prayer meeting during the week, religious papers
and religious books, and every means are taken to culture
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and edify the church of Christ. What do we do to edify the
children?

Thappened once to go to the nursery door, and there mylittle
son was on top of a box. Ie was preaching to his brothers
and sisters, and saying, “I will preach over your heads! I
will preach over your heads!”” Poor little things! sitting all
through the congregation and some man ¢preaching over
their heads.” How much culture is that to keep them in the
fold of Christ?

This brings me to speak of our dutiesin this matter, and one
of them is that we must preach Christ to the children, definitely,
earnestly. O, how many Sunday School talks I have heard
from the time I was a child in the Sunday School down to the
present time, that amounted to about this: “If you are good
children and go to Sunday School, and do not break the Sab-
bath, and be obedient to your parents, you will go to heaven”
—preaching legal righteousness to the children,and this by
men who believe that ¢ By grace ye are saved.”

No, dear brethren, we want to preach to the children that
they are sinners—that there is no hope of salvation save
through a Crucified Redeemer; that they must come to the
Cross of Calvary; tell them what Jesus has done for them,
and this welling out of their young hearts, “I thank Thee,
O Lord, most of all, that Thou hast died instead of me.”

In order to accomplish this we must do certain things.
We must not only teach the children thus, but we must make
a direct personal application of it to their hearts. The most
striking illustration of this that I can recall is the one I gave,
where, by simply calling upon the teachers of the school, each
to his or her class, the lesson of the day in its pointing toward
Christ, a work of grace was begun that extended through
weeks, and many were converted.

I believe this to be the very best plan, not only with the
children, but with grown people also—to preach Christ to
them by a direct personal application ; to ask them, ¢ What
will you do with Jesus? What do you propose to do in re-
gard to your soul’s salvation ? ’—to go from man to man and
woman to woman. And so among children, from child to
child, and let them meet the question directly.

I have known men who were trembling under the convic-
tion of sin, and who were seeking to find the church door and
get away. I remember a young man that left the church in
this way, and then the young man who had been sitting with
him went after him, and they wrought with that young man
for two hours. They brought him back into that church near
midnight, and they prayed with him until he was converted.
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They would not give him up. Children come' easier than
that, but it must be by this personal effort, by this direct ap-
peal.

And, too, this requires special services for children. I could
speak for an hour on that subject, to give the views that have
come from a somewhat wide experience in regard to this
thing. Wherein God has blest me as an evangelist, it has
been in the line of fulfilling what I believe to be the duty of
the church, and that is, to give the children the best of our labors.
What do we do? We give them an hour and half in the
afternoon, when most of us are at home dozing away uncon-
cernedly.

I was called upon by brother DyE to address the Conven-
tion at Ilightstown upon the topic, ¢ How to induce children
to go to church.” I took a different view of the question,
however, and said that I did not expect them to go to church,
and then brought out this fact that we do not preach for the
practical conversion of the children. Itis to be a matter of
study. A minister, in order to preach to children, must
malke it as distinctive a branch of his ministerial duty as any
other part of his course in the theological seminary.

I read in the neswspapers that every minister ought to
preach in such a way that the children could understand him;
that it is not necessary to have special service for children;
that the children can understand it the minister preaches so
that grown people can understand him. This is true to a
certain extent, but you know that it is impossible for any man
to preach constantly from Sabbath to Sabbath so that he shall
satisfy the older people in the church and at the same time
work for the conversion and the editication of the children.

It is true that illustrations do interest older people; but
what I mean is that you must cut the truth up in small
pieces for them, just as you cut off a large slice of meat for
yourself, and a small piece for the little boy that is his papa’s
especial pet.

You must make this sort of distinction between preaching
to adults and preaching to children, and, therefore, I believe
we want to follow out legitimately what we believe to be the
work of the church—the conversion of the world—on the fact
that this conversion isto begin with the children; that we must
labor and give the best of our time to preaching.to the child-
ren, and let the grown people take the back seats, if neces-
sary.

T'here is just one word more, and I have done, and that is,
the practical re-action of this upon ourselves.

It we do thus labor in faith for the conversion of the child-
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ren, the effect upon ourselves will be to make our religion

more simple, more true. We will then, indeed, fulfill what

our Lord said when he took little children in his arms when

upon the earth: ¢ Suffer little children to come unto me, for
~of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

Years ago, when the Central America went down, on her
way from California, loaded with gold and with many passen-
gers returning from the gold fields, there was one strong-
hearted man on board. He was bringing back with him the
result of several years’ digging. While he was on the
steamer he became interested in a little blue-cyed girl.
When the vessel was going .down, the man believed that he
could swim to the shore with his gold, and save himself and
that too. But when the little girl who had been playing with
him looked up into his face and asked, “ Sir, can you swim ?”
he answered, “Yes, Ican,” and she said, “ Won’t you save
me?” The man looked at her; for a moment the demon of
avarice was at his heart. He took the gold-belt from his
waist and threw it away, and grasped the child. A rough
billow struck him just then and threw him almost lifeless on
the sand, and then he lost all consciousness. The first thing
he saw was the blue eyes of his little darling. The child had
caught him on the very instant when the wave would have
turned him from the sand, and with all her strength had
thrown him back in the way of safety.

Dear friends, if we but labor for the salvation' of the child-
ren, it may be that their tiny strength, their tiny faith, will
plant our feet more firmly on the *“ Rock of Ages.”

The Convention then sang the hymn,

¢ Come, thou Fount of every blessing.”

After which Prof. Wu. F. SHERWIN spoke briefly upon

THE GENERAL EXERCISES OF THE SCHOOL.

A programme, he said, could not be carried into every
school, or even a majority of schools, without alteration. A
mistake was often made by those attending Conventions and
Institutes, in their attempting to introduce into their Sunday
Schools all they had seen and heard there.

Then again, there were many schools that had no plan of
operations, and the superintendents were disinclined to adopt
any innovation for fear that they would get out of the old
ruts, :

There should be no continuation for a long time in a cer-
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tain rut of a programme of exercises. He would give a plan
that he had found by experience to be a good one, to be
modified by the amount of time and the surrounding circum-
stances.

The Sunday School room should be next to home in its
gurroundings. It should be a cheery, home-like place,
adorned with pictures that will please without corrupting the
taste. The superintendent should be a man with a large
heart, with good executive abilty. He should be a motherly
kind of a man. He should have a mind of his own, and yet
speak and act in a dignified, pleasant way. He should never
work without a plan.  Having an hour and a quarter for the
school, let it assemble before the appointed time.

The superintendents and the teachers should set the exam-
ple in this respect. As the scholars come into the room, let
them deposit their books in the proper place.

Suppose the school is to be called to order at 2.80 P. M.
Strike the bell once and never have more than one signal for
order. Wait for silence. Do not go blustering around after
it. Don’t talk about order. The less fuss you make the
more power you will have. In such cases the gymnastic ex-
ercise weakens the heart-power. After this one slight tap of
the bell, and when it is perfectly silent, let the superintendent

say,
«The Lord is in his holy temple,”

and let the school respond,
«Let all the earth keep silent before Him.”

The Lord’s Prayer might be repeated just then before pro-
ceeding to singing. The first song should have no reference
whatever to the lesson. It should be a song of praise—a song
of religious kindling power to prepare the mind for worship.
Tt should not occupy more than a minute and a half.

Here is a good place for the repetition of the Ten Com-
mandments or the Creed by the school. All this can be
done in ten minutes, including the prayer. It will then be
9.40. Then have a song which will prepare the heart for the
lesson, which will lead the heart toward the lesson, if you
can have it. It isidle, however, to attempt to fit every lesson
with a hymn. One that opens all the avenues of the soul
will answer ever purpose, and prepare the way. Five to ten
minutes then may be given for the transaction of business—
for the recording of attendance, for the collections in the
class, for the personal greeting of every teacher with every

gcholar.
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The superintendent should greet every teacher, and if pos-
sible, every scholar. This can be done if the school is not very
large. There is a world of power in the clasping of the
hand—in the magnetism of touch, in the Sunday School
work.

Then comes the reading of the lesson. Do not read the
lesson at first, but rather a portion of a Psalm. When the
lesson is read, say not a word. Then in silence every teacher
turns to the teaching of the lesson. Everything in the busi-
ness line must be out of the way. The superintendent is not
to go about.  Allow no living man to interrupt the teaching
of the lesson when it has once begun.

Then comes a little review by the pastor, or the superin-
tendent. Who should review the lesson? The man that can
do it best. Let the review be what the mercury bath is to the
plate, fastening the picture in the hands of the artist.

The hymn following the lesson should be carefully guarded
that it shall be in spirit and in tendency in harmony with the
sentiment of the lesson. Next might come a word of exhort-
ation, and following that silent prayer for a moment, broken
by audible prayer,—praying for this one thing, that this les-
son might be sent home to every heart. If you have time
then, sing again, but not anything to mar the lesson.

At last—never before—give out the books and papers. A
school of four hundred scholars can be served with library
books in just four minutes by the “Pigeon Hole System,”

Then the Lord’s Prayer, or a word of prayer, and the bene-
diction, always by the pastor, if he is present, and passing
silently and quietly out. In conclusion, let me say, do one
thing at a time, thoughtfully, carefully ; everything lovingly
done, and everything done by heart-power and not by ma-
chine-power.

Prof. Jounsox then sang
“I gave my life for thee,”
followed with prayer by Rev. W. N. Scort, of Woodbury.

State Secretary CLARK made some remarks upon

ILLUSTRATIVE TEACHING.

It is a large subject, he said, entering into every depart-
ment of Sunday School teaching, beginning with the object-
teaching of the Infant Class teacher, and ending with™ the
finer illustrations of the preacher, of the Bible Class teacher,
and the advanced Bible student.
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In every department of the work of teachin g, truth, abstract
truth, must be made concrete in order to be clearly perceived
by the ordinary mind. Very much of what is considered
illustrative teaching, is not such, but object teaching. A lesson
on the blackboard I do’not consider an illustration, but as one
method of reaching the heart. Itis an object lesson in which
we take an object, bring it before.the class, and teach a les-
son about it,

But there is another department of instruction in which we
are all interested, and which belongs not only to the speaker
on the public stand and the superintendent, but also to the
quiet teacher in the class, and that is dllustration—the bring-
ing out of the truth in another form, the breaking it up, so
that it might be grasped and the dark places made light as
by reflection from a mirror.

It demands the greatest amount of information, with our
hearts and our minds ready to catch the illustration. I get
it from the falling leaf, from the rolling stone in my way, and
wherever I go I try to find an illustration for the children.

Some wonder at Talmadge’s power of illustration. But
see him on the street. Now he is reading a play-bill, now
watching a quaint individual in the passing crowd, now
glancing ata sign board, and so goes on, catching from a doz-
en different places microscopic views which he will skillfully
bring out in his next sermon.

‘““How shall we get these illustrations?” Don’t have the
stereotyped ones that other people sell you. Don’t get them
out of a book, but have your eyes open, and when you
find anything that strikes you, you can use it to strike your
neighbor. But do not aitempt to attach the truth to the
illustration. When you see or hear a good illustration, pre-
serve it, but don’t think it necessary to bring it forth the very
next Sunday.

In regard to the use of the blackboard, Mr. CrLark said
there were two causes of failure. One was Jear of criticism,
and we write, and rub out, and fix our work until the truth
is all gone. The other cause of failure he said was, making
the letters so small that they could not be seen at a distance,
and, in connection with that, covering the board as with an
advertisement. Let there be one or two salient points, such
as shall be pertinent to the matter in hand, printed or written
plainly upon the board, and use them skillfully as the texts of
your brief and pertinent remarks.

The audience then sang the doxology,

““Praise God from whom all blessings flow,”
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and the benediction was then pronounced by Rev. Dr.
STREET, of Camden.

AN ADDITIONAL MEETING

was also held in the First Presbyterian Church, which was
crowded to overflow by those who could find no admission
to the regular session of the Convention.

Rev. C. 8. CoxkrING, of Hunterdon Co., presided, and
addresses were made by Rev. J. P. Davry, 8. W. CLARK,
Mrs. S. W. CrLARg, Dr. WeLcH, Rev. MR. Lewis, Rev.
Mr. VAx DorEN, Hon. Jouw Hrirn and Rev. J. LeEFEVRE.

The meeting was one of great interest and profit, and we
much regret that provision was not made more fully to
report the many excellent suggestions there presented.

—

FIFTH: S ES S50

THURSDAY MORNING.

As on Wednesday morning, there was a prayer meeting
held for half an hour, which was conducted by Rev. M. W.
Scort, of Woodbury. :

The Convention was opened with prayer by Mr. V. M.
W. Suypam, of Middlesex.

Singing—* Work for the night is coming.”

The first hour was devoted to an “ Experience Meeting,”
in which numerous delegates took part and recounted the
successes and difficulties that had attended them in the
Sunday School work. The speeches were limited to three
minutes, and this proved to be one of the most interesting
and pleasing features of the Convention.

Mr. S1okLE was the first to speak.

Fifty-five years’ experience in the ‘Sunday School work
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could hardly be brought within three minutes. For the last
forty years he had been a superintendent and a teacher.
To-day he was a teacher of babies. In the Sabbath School
God had committed to his care, he knew there were scores
that witness for Christ. It was only when he went to them,
one by one, John and James, Sally and Jennie, and brought
them Tight to the arms of Christ, with the yearnings of his
fatherly heart, that he was successful in committing them, and
winning them over to Jesus.

Dr. WeLsH, of Vineland.—In my experience in the Sunday
School, I thought I saw the necessity of outside- work, and
my most precious experience is in connection with this work.
I took Sunday afternoon and went into the worst places of
the city and brought the children in, and thus opened a sphere
of usefulness that I never dreamed of before; going out into
every house, irrespective of high or low, Protestant or Cath-
olic, with little tracts and little speeches, and especially with
a warm heart, and with a very familiar way, indeed, seeking to
draw them to Jesus. Oh, the preciousness of this work!
And then the mission of theschool. It was the very brightest
spot in all my experience, and that led me where I am, as
a prosecutor of rum-sellers. We do not allow any rum shops
in Vineland. After going through the lower wards of the
cities, I found that the greatest curse of all the land was this
miserable traffic in rum.

Mr. AaroN Cor, of Newark, said that he was also “a
teacher of babies,” and the remark of the former speaker
took him back sixty years, when there was no Sunday School
in Newark at all. " He remembered, however, his seven
brothers and sisters sitting around his mother’s feet, and she
teaching them the old Westminister Catechism.

This was his lesson before Sabbath Schools commenced.
He never grew tired of listening to those illustrations. Bring
everything to bear to open the ears and the eyes of the
children, and then take them by the hand and say “ Now,
don’t you think you ought to settle this question now 22

Mr. R. OcpeN.—After eighteen years’ experience as a
superintendent, I can say to-day that I feel more like working
in the Master’s cause than ever before. There is one thing
that I have learned at this Convention, and that is, how little T
Fnow. I came here to learn how to take hold of people by
the heart, and win them to Jesus; and I am going home, and
shall, by the blessing of the Master, try and reach their
hearts as I have never done before.
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Mr. GrevL, of Cape May Court House.—I can tell how
somebody got hold of my heart. I remember when, seventeen
or eighteen years ago, I, a little German urchin, stood around
the windows of a mission school. It was a new institution in
the city of Philadelphia, and by the kind words and smiles of
a lady I was induced to go in. * The second Sabbath she gave
me a book,— The Three Blue Eggs,”—and I carried it home.
It was the first tangible kinduness that I had ever received from
that source, and it made a great impression upon me, and I
joined the church afterwards through her instrumentality.
After I was converted I was very much impressed with the idea
of entering the ministry. I was induced to take a Sunday
School class and thus develop whatever talent I had in the
art of teaching. I took a class of boys that were very trouble-
some, and I was very much wrought upon, so that T left the
class. But I was in much trouble about that act. I was
persuaded, however, to take another, and two men from that
class are now entering the ministry, converted, they say,
through the instrumentality of their teacher. Oh, what a
blessed memory is this! How sweet it is to my soul! and
the moral of it is: Persevere, overcome your difficulties, and
you will have your reward.

Mr. 8. L. GArrIsow, of Boonton, spoke of the trinities of
love. He taught his children that they should love,
1st.—Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 2d.—Father, mother
and pastor. 3d.—Sunday School Superintendent, Sunday
School teacher, and the Sunday School. 4th.—Public
' worship, prayer meeting and experience meeting. 5th.—
Benevolent institutions, educational institutions and temper-
ance societies, These were the trinities that he taught, and
he had never failed to impress their meaning and importance
upon the scholars, found a trinity in his experience in the
Sunday School, which had been instructive, profitable and happy.

Mr. Carrxs said that in his experience in the Sunday School
* work he had felt the reflex influence of the teaching. It paid
to be a Sunday School teacher, for your own sake—for the
benefit that comes back to you from that you give out to
others. It would do as much, if not more, in the study of
the Gospel, and in earnest prayer.

. Mr. 8. S. Downs, of Tuckerton.—I feel very happy in the
enjoyment of this blessed privilege. Blessed memories come
thronging upon my mind as I sit and enjoy the pleasure of
this occasion. My Sabbath School experience commenced a
little more than fifty years ago at Deckertown, the place of
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my residence. Ilove the Sunday School to-day better than
I did in all my life, and I feel like saying, ¢ Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”
Oh! T have seen this work spread and widen, and the facilities
for study of the Word of God and imparting religious instrue-
tion to the children so increased, heightened and multiplied.
And when I look over this Convention to-day, I feel like ex-
claiming “ What hath God wrought!” T feel the need of a
deeper baptism of the Icly Spirit. That has fitted me for
the work more than anything else.

Rev. A. Prouprrr, of Clayton.—I think one phase of the
Sabbath School work has not been dwelt upon, and that is, the
means of gathering in the parents through the children. I
have had this experience repeatedly in my own school and
church—that by getting a foot-hold in the family you are
almost sure to bring in, ultimately, the whole family. About
three or four years ago, a young man was brought into the
Sunday School through a friend. In about six months that
young man was brought into the church. Last winter three
of that young man’s sisters and his mother were brought into
the church, and there only remains out, the father and the two
younger children of the family, who are on the way to mem-
bership in the church.

Rev. G. R. SNYpER.—Tt was not my lot to be in the Sunday
School as a scholar. That has been a very great misfortune
forme. I feel the disadvantage of it, and shall. I was con-
verted when I was a boy, some seventeen years of age, and
soon after entered the Sabbath School as a teacher. Of course
I did not know much about it, but then I was sincere, and
honest, and earnest, and did the best 1 could. My heart is
very deeply in this work, and I was impressed by the remark
of my friend here—the reflex influence of this work. It has been
of great advantage to me. It has helped me in very many
sermons, and in many other ways, and I believe if we could
get our men and women in the Sunday School, that it would
not only be a great blessing to the children, but also to the
church. It would come back in baptisms of power and suc-
cess that we could not estimate ; and it seems to me that this
is one of the points to be reached in the Sunday School work
to-day, to bring in not only scholars and a large number of
teachers, but the people that are within our reach, to study
the Word of God, and to be blest, and strengthened, and
helped as they are not now, because of their absence from the
Sunday School.

.
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Rev. MoraaN EpwarDs was the last to speak.—To illustrate
still further the point of Rev. Mr. Proudfit, that the parents
could be reached through the children, he spoke of the
different methods of catching different kinds of fish. The
halibut would take the bait, so the fisierman would let him
take the line and drown himself, then he pulls him in. It is
80, he said, with some of these old sinners. You can’t catch
them, but let them drown themselves. I was preaching once
in Detroit. There was a union meeting, and a large number
of conversions. A little boy came to our meeting, and the
deacon took him home, and he was converted about twelve
o’clock that night. He gave him a Testament. His father
was a master mason. He saw that the little boy did not eat
his breakfast, and he said to him, ¢ Georgie, what is the
matter ?””  He wanted his father to read and have prayer, but
he said, “O ! I never did such a thing in my life.” Georgie
gaid “I will, if you will let me.” It touched the whole
family. There was the old grandmother, seventy years old,
that never prayed, as well as the rest of the family. That
night every one of them was in the house of God, and, won-
derful thing, all that man’s workmen were converted also,
through that little boy. We can take a herring and put it on
the hook, and catch a mighty big fish.

At the conclusion of this ‘“ Experience Meeting” the
Convention sang
] “Saviour, I come to Thee.”

Next came the address of Dr. War. H. PEARNE, on
SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK.

After some introductory remarks, in which he feelingly
alluded to the sudden death of Rev. MILES SANDFORD, and
also expressed a fear that he might say something to lower

 the tone of the meeting, which had been, so far, soextremely
and delightfully spiritual, Dr. PEARNE spoke as follows :

I, therefore, take a general subject— 7'he Sunday School
ork—and surely, sir, it is a vast work, a momentous work.
;. ‘I_shall not go all overit. T can not do that in the twenty
. Minutes allowed me, and some parts of it have been traversed
‘With a great degree of interest already, by some of the breth-
- Ten who have preceded me.
k. I wish to say, however, of this work, two things ; and the
i 4
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first is, that it is one from which we may expect, and have a right
to expect, the most important and glorious results. And when I
say this, I do not say it as a mere floating idea that enters my
mind, to pass through it foramoment and make no impression.
I feel it in my heart, and I want every man of God, and every
woman of God here, whether occupying the pulpit or the
place of the Sabbath School teacher, to feel there is before
them in this work a field already ¢ white to the harvest.”

There are several reasons why I think this is the case. In
the first place, I have observed, sir, that we have the means for
success which are found connected with mo other enterprise in the
world. These means are diversified. As the prominent and
allimportant one, we take the gespel of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ-—the very centre of the influence around which
we wish to gather all the children and the youth of our church
and our community.

I know that the impression exists' upon some minds that
the Bible, as @ whole, at least, is rather a dry book. It is a
theological book to some people, and to their notion, a man
must graduate from a college, and pass through a theological
seminary, and then go througha few years’ drilling in various
forms, before he can begin to understand that Book.

But I take the entirely opposite ground. I believe if there
is one volume on the face of the earth into which the common
mind can look with interest, and delight and profit, it is that
blessed Book—the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. It un-
folds truths which are so essential to our salvation, and it
reveals all that we rieed in order to salvation.

Tt does not reveal everything, perhaps, that the human mind
might desire. There have been matters scientific, philosophi-
cal, and sometimes theological, raised in the human mind
that we do not find directly and categorically answered in
that book. The discoveries of science are vast, profound,
varied, and interesting, and the scientist goes out into the
vast area of nature and the universe, and he finds a thousand
things that are not named in that book—interesting in them-
selves, pleasing to the mind, perhaps, in some sense, improv-
ing to the heart, but they are not essential to salvation.

The mathematical problems which have occupied and
interested and employed some of the most profound minds *
that have ever existed on the face of the earth, have been pro-
ductive of great interest- in their developments and in their
answers and in their progress, so that with a joy unbounded,
when the result has been reached, the mind has cried out
almost in ecstacy, ¢ Eureka!” ¢ Eureka!”

But all this may be known, and yet the soul may not be
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saved. ~Astronomy is one of the most interestin g and captiva-
ting sciences to me. Oh, how I love to revel in this field
above me and study its shining orbs!  ButI may know every
one of them by name, can trace every constellation of the
heavenly bodies, can travel with the eccentric comet in its
flight of a thousand or ten thousand years to the great centre
of our system, and with g precision as great as mathematics
can determine—I may know all that, and not be saved. But
I cannot know what is in that blessed Word that tells me of
Jesus, that tells me of myself, and of the Cross, and of the
falling tears of infinite mercy as they were shed over Jerusa-
lem and over Calvary—I cannot learn what is there revealed
without knowing what is just necessary to save me.

And then the adaptation of this revelation to the intellect of the
child, the young person. Oh, how marked ! There is simplicity,
and beauty, and interest, at the same time, in all the revela-
tions of that word, so far as the essential doctrines of the
Gospel, which lay at the foundation of our hope and are
essential to salvation, are concerned, that the child of tender
* years may understand.

In the system of agencies, or the means at our command,
are the precious promises so wonderfully adapted and applied
to that peculiar period of life in which and for which we
labor. Take up that Book, sir, and go from Genesis to Reve-
lation and what do you find? Promises to the old ? Not
unless they are children of God. I think that you will agree
with me, that from the beginning to the end of that Book, if
there is a promise to an old person, it is addressed to one who
- like Abraham, was faithful, like Enoch, « walking with God,”
~ orlike David, making the Lord his trust. Everywhere there
. are promises to such, but where to your hoary-headed sinners,
~ t0 your hardened souls ?—those souls, an illustration of which
brother Cox furnished to me by an old rusty nail over which
- the magnet had no power whatever.

.~ O!sir, I tremble when I think of that—venerable, respecta-
¢ ble men that have not given their hearts to Jesus, and think
~ I cannot get and say one word of promise to them. But oh,
. blessed be God, how we find them for the young! TFrom the
* days of Abraham down to the days of John the Revelator,
- all through that Book are promises applicable especially to
- to the young. I cannot stop to call your attention to them.
~ You know them, sir. .
- L wish to call your attention to another point in the means
- Upon which we can rely, as Sabbath School workers, and that
18 the impressibility of the subject for which we labor,
~ Itis a trite saying, I know, and I repeat but a truism when
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I say that the young heart is tender ; but sometimes, I think,
we fail to remember it. Now, sir, there is something in that
thought that is encouraging to the faith and the hope of the
child of God.

You, sir, and every man and woman in this congregation
can testify that impressions are made in childhood that can
never be effaced.

I had a dispute with my brother, and we will have to dis-
agree a little. But after all, sir, I think that the disagree-
ment is more in terms than anything else. e took the
ground that when children are converted to Christ they never
fall from grace. Iam a good deal of that brother’s impres-
sion. Io that I am almost a Presbyterian. Get a child con-
verted—thoroughly permeated by the grace of God—and I
feel very much encouraged to believe that that child will per-
severe and be saved. (Applause.)

Now, there is another subject in the world on which you
can base such a remark. You go into the room of a Daguer-
rean artist. He takes a polished plate which has been sub-
jected to chemical action by the rays of the sun, and you look
at it and say, ¢ What a beautiful picture!”—a clear, distinct,
natural outline, not only of the features, but a delineation of
every feature. Every line of the countenance appears upon
that plate. Itisalmostaperfect likeness. Putitin again, and
let another person sit in that chair, and it is blurred. You
can hardly distinguish the first one. Put it in the third time,
and it is so confused that you can distinguish neither. And
so continue the process, and, by and by, it is utter confusion,
and there is nothing seen.

But ‘how different is the mind of that child! Make an
impression upon it to-day at four, five, six, eight, ten years of
age. Yearsroll on. Years will bring their changes, their
cares and their sorrows, and we would naturally think that
the last would the be most prominent and permanent ; but go
stand by the bedside of that old man, whose race is almost
ended, and ask him what is it that stands out so true to na-
ture—so true to life—in the vision of the mind ? “Why,” he
will say, “it is when my father gathered the little ones around |
the family altar, and bowed in prayer,” and the impression
made upon the heart has never been effaced.

T remember to-day when I was a child between gix and
eight years old. I can almost see mother sitting by my side
in the little meeting house, and the man of God standing in
the pulpit right here, and impressions were made upon that
heart that have never been forgotten. Time, with its surg:
ing billows, has rolled over me; sorrows like desolating waves
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have blasted earthly hopes, and scattered darkness and tears
along my pathway, but, blessed be God ! the impress of that
hour has remained through all life.

And so it is with every one—the impressions of childhood
are the most lasting. O my Christian hearers, how we are
encouraged to labor in our work! Such is the encourage-
ment that is offered in the means and instrumentalities that
are at our command.

Allow me, sir, a word of commisseration for some of these
brethren. They said that they had not been scholars in the
Sunday School. Well, I pity them, but T am glad that they
have been Sunday School workers, and have gained some
little advantage over the disadvantages of youth.

It was my privilege four weeks ago to go into the Sunday
School that T first attended. It was the first time that I had
revisited that school, and how impressive were the thoughts
that came rushing over mind !

Iam glad that I have been a Sunday School scholar. Iam
glad that I have been a Sunday School teacher, and I was
going to say, a Sunday School superintendent, but I have not
acted as such except as a sort of generalissimo, in the relation
of pastor, but not a superintendent de facto. Now, sir, 1 am
glad that there are those that have enjoyed this privilege.

The second thought was that the Sunday School work is the
most hopeful—from which we might expect the most import-
ant and glorious results ; that it is the most fruitful field of
labor presented to the Christian church to-day. The mission-
ary, standing on some distant point and looking over those
ripening fields in heathen countries, has his heart to bound
with holy joy when he finds the bands of prejudice unloosen-

~ ing, and he sees the Indiamen, Chinamen, Japanese, and
others bow at the cross of Christ.

I would not disparage that work. It isa Christ-like work;

. but the most direct and positive results are found in the Sun-
~ day School. I answer first, because the children are susceplible
- Of impressions that are of practical benefit in their lives. We
~ Sometimes say, “Our efforts are lost, and the seed that we
sowed with tears, is gone.” I willnot go far to get an illus-

- tration that it is not lost. ,
- My little nephew was taken with that fatal disease, diphthe-
‘Ma.  After a day it was discovered that he must die. He
buried his face in his hands while his tender mother offered
U a petition. In a short time he said, “Mother, I am ready
fodie” «“Willie, why are you ready to die ?” «Oh, Jesus
‘hag forgiven my sins!” Of course he had a number of little
toys and playthings. “I want this disposition made of my
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things,” he said, and then he went over the little inventory.
He had received a new sled a few weeks before as a Christ-
mas present. “Well,” said his mother, “you have n’t disposed
of the sled.” “I don’t know what I will do with that.”
~ «Won’t you give it to your cousin Tommy,” said she ¢ “No.”
«Why not 2 “Ihave two reasons for that. Oneis, his father
is a carriage maker, and he can make him one. And then I
want to give it to the boy that has done me the greatest in-
jury.”

Well, that was a very singular thought to strike the mind
of a dying child. But he could not think of any boy that had
done him an injury sufficient to entitle him to that expression
of kindness. .

«Mother,” said he, “I want you to give that sled to the
poorest boy in the neighborhood,” and he mentioned his
name. “Why, Willie, why give it to him ?”” said the mother.
«Don’t you remember, mother, that I plagued that little boy
last summer because he was so poor and so ragged? Don’t
you remember correcting me for that? I want you to give
that sled to that little boy, and tell him to forgive me, and as
a mark of my respect to him.”

Where in all the world could you impress such a lesson
upon the mind outside of the Sunday School ?—like the
growth of Jonah’s gourd in a night, aye, in less than a night,
developing itself?

Brethren in the ministry, you say your labor is lost. Don’t
think so, while even one such a case is found developing in
the history of humanity. But more than that, sir, I want to
say, as another evidence of the fact, children are converted.

Turn to your reports to-day. Oh, how my heart has been
rejoiced ! 130 converted,” 150 converted,” ¢ 260 convert-
ed,” in a county. Thank God for it! God grant that the
number may be quadrupled another year. DBut they are con-
verted, and they are converted soundly, thoroughly, radically,
as though they were old grey-headed sinners, and I thank
God for it. ;

In addition to this, you and I and every man know that]
the church is replenished from the Sabbath School more than
any other source. When these fathers fall, and these mothers
pass away, their places must be made good from the ranks of
our children in the Sabbath Schools.

But then again, they are not only impressed with religious
truth, and converted, and made members of the church on
earth, but they die happy, and that is the great end to be gained
Oh, how many have lett this world of sorrow and of tears and
gone to future glory! My own brother died in just the sam§
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happy way. Ie called his mother to his bedside and said,"
“ Mother, don’t you see them ?” as he pointed to the corner
of the room. “No, my son.” “I do; oh, how bright they
are! And I see little Frankie there!” who had died a year
previous.

Tell me children do not die happy! Oh, blessed be God,
we have too many evidences to the contrary. They have died
happy, and they are dying happy. It is your work, my brother,
sister, Christian friend, laborer in this great moral field—it is
your work to take these little ones and make them jewels in
the crown of our Saviour’s rejoicing. I ask, sir, now is it
nota glorious work ?  Oh, there is not an angel in heaven that
would not delight to take your place at the Sunday School
and at the day school, and point these young immortals to
“the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world.”
He would rejoice if he could take a group of these little
ones that Jesus loved so tenderly while upon the earth, and
lead them up in the presence of their Saviour and say, ¢ Here
am I and the children thou gavest me.”

You can do it, brother; you can do it, sister. Oh, God
grant that we may be more earnest in this work, more spirit-
ual, more successful, until at last, with the fruit of our labor,
we are gathered at our Master’s feet.

- The Convention then joined in singing the hymn,
“We praise Thee, O God !”

Prof. Wu. F. SmErwIN announced the receipt of a tele-
gram from the Massachusetts State Sunday School Conven-
tion, then in session at Fall River, requesting him to present
their cordial greetings to the New Jersey State Convention,
with 3d Colossians, 16th and 17th verses :

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom ; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the
Father by Him.”

-On motion of Prof. SHERWIN, a committee was appointed

. to return the salutation. The Chair designated Prof.

SHERWIN, S. W. CLARK, and C. B. Stout, as that Com-

mittee.
- After singing

“ Blest be the tie that binds,”
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‘State Secretary CLARK made his report to the Convention,
which will be found elsewhere. 'When he stated the number
of conversions during the year, which was7,242—an increase
of more than 50 per cent. over any previous year—the
members of the Convention rose to their feet, and gave
expression to their gratitude to Almighty God, for this
signal success of the labors of the Sunday School teachers
of the State, by singing the doxology,
“ Praise God from whom all blessings flow,”

and Rev. G. R. SNYDER led the Convention in a prayer of
thanksgiving.

The Treasurer, Mr. J. V. D. HoAGLAND, submitted his
report, -which on motion was referred to the Auditing
Committee.

The Committee on Nominations made their report, which
was adopted, and the persons named declared the Officers
of the Association for the coming year. [ This list will be
found in the pages preceding this report. ]

On motion of the Chairman of the Committee, J. V. D.
HoacLAND, the selection of a place for next session of the
Convention was referred to the Executive Committee.

The Convention then appointed the following delegates to
the International Convention, which meets in the City of
Baltimore next Spring : Gen. JamEs F. RusLing, Mercer ;
Rev. Wu. H. CaMPBELL, D. D., LL. D., Middlesex ; Reyv.
H. C. Fism, D. D., Essex ; Hon. Jou~y Hirr, Morris; J. S.
HowzLrr, Hudson ; Dr. J. W. Cosap, Hudson ; Rev. JAMES
LeFEVRE, Somerset; Rev. W. H. PEARNE, Salem; O. B.
Leo~ArD, Union ; Prof. Wwm. F. Suerwin, Essex ; Hon.
SAMuEL T. SmiTH, Sussex; Hon. PETER A. VOORHEES,
Somerset ; C. B. StouT, Middlesex ; Rev. C. 8. CoNKLING,
Hunterdon ; J. S. HocaTE, Cumberland ; Rev. B. C. Lip-
prINcoTT, Monmouth ; A. JAMESON, Ocean ; J. R. LipPIN-
cort, Salem.

Delegates if unable to attend, were authorized to appoint
alternates.
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The report of the Auditing Committee was read and
adopted.

The report ef the Obituary Committee was then read and
adopted.

Prof. SHERWIN, from Committee to return the salutation
of the Fall River Convention, reported the following
response :

Jude 20, 21— But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy
faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, look-
ing for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, unto eternal life.”

Also, the song :
“ Blest be the tie that binds.”

The benediction was pronounced by Rev. A. Prouprrr,
and the Convention adjourned its morning session.

e

STRTH SWES PO

THURSDAY AFTERNOON.
President-elect StouT called the Convention to order:

* More like Jesus would I be,”

was sung as the z)pening hymn, and prayer was offered by
Mr. W. B. WiLkinson, of Newark.

After some announcements by the President, State Secre-
tary CLARK addressed the Convention briefly on

ASSOCIATION WORK.,

He spoke of the affiliation of all the Sunday School work-
ers of the State in the Sunday School cause, not in the way
of legislation, but just in the form and manner in which they
were then gathered in the Convention.

The State Association had always stood, not as an executive
body, but as a coming together of friends in council. It
tended simply to the unification of the Sunday School, and not
to organization, leaving all their individual schools and their
individual preferences intact.

The Association had commenced at the head and had
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worked down to the extremities. It commenced with the
State Association, which was organized in New Brunswick,
seventeen years before. That Association appointed arbitrary
Secretaries in each county, who were to attempt to work up
an organization auxiliary to the State Association, whose ob-
oot should be the awakening of a deeper interest in the Sun-
day School cause, and the lifting up of the standard of Sun-
day School instruction to a higher plane than it had enjoyed.

The secretaries had, in carrying out this aim, formed in al-
most every county of the State, organizations more or less
complete, and had a secretary in every township in the State.

New Jersey was the most thoroughly organized State in the
Union. Yet there was a difference between a paper organiza-
tion, and a living corporate body. Ile wished to cast no reflec-
tion upon the able, earnest, and capable County Secretaries.
He knew something of the difficulties, and appreciated much
of the hardship and the labor to which they were subject, and
" he could not entirely agree with the sentiment uttered by a
brother that morning, which laid a great deal of blame at the
door of the township secretaries, because of unfaithfulness.

What was needed was the affiliation of the church in all its
denominations with the SundaySchool organization, until we
can get the confidence of pastors and people and their aid
for the elevation of the Sunday School.standard.

In seventeen counties of the State there was a pretty effi-
cient organization. He, however, called to mind one county
which had one county secretary and township secretaries for
several years, whose report was thoroughly made three or four
years ago, which report he had been obliged*to accept as the
figures of that county ever since. There had not been a
meeting of the Association, or a county convention, in_that
county since the last meeting of the State Association there.
And yet it was an organized county, with the blanks goingin
and coming out, and yet the Sunday School pulse there did
not beat in accord with the Sunday School pulse in the State.

Better Sunday Schools than those in Burlington county ex-
isted nowhere, and yet the State Association had been unable
to touch a sympathetic chord with the Sunday School workers
there.

When the Association reached that point, then they could
touch other points like this: How can we get at the fifteen
or twenty per cent. of the children that we should reach, but
do not?” That should be their aim. *Hvery child in the
State for Jesus,” which had been the motto of the State As-
sociation for seventeen years. To dothisa thorough organiza-
tion of the State was needed, and the confidence of the offi-
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ciaries of the churches—the confidence of the pastors of the
churches, as had been remarked.

In looking over this gathering of Sunday School teachers,
it was found that while they were represented by their pas-
tors in South Jersey, yet when they went up in the northern
and other parts of the State, the leading members of the
clergy, those who stood in the front in their denominations
in giving character and tone to their neighborhoods and the
Christian population, were not found standing shoulder to
shoulder with those engaged in this Sunday School work.
When they were invited to speak at these Conventions they
gave excellent and learned addresses. But he wanted them
to stand shoulder to shoulder with the Sunday School
workers of the State, and make them feel that it was
their work also. The Sunday School work was looked upon
altogether as a lay work.

If the Sunday School was to be successful, it must be made
a Christian work. When they had done that, one-half of the
difficulty of their organization was overcome.

They needed living bodies, living organizations, not mere
paper organizations. Some of the counties seemed to feel
that their work was done when the reports were received,
the blanks distributed, and the County Secretaries had sent
in their reports—as if the great work of the Sunday School
organization was to gain statistics, to find out how much
money had been expended; to be a mere census-taking
body!

That was only one of the adjuncts, and he was aware that
it needed the patience of Job to be township secretary of some
of the townships. They should go into the Sunday School
and take possession of it, not with authority, but with love.
They were not simply to take the census of the Sunday
Schools, but to take the hearts of the people and not their
senses, and to be not too censorious. Some Sunday School
superintendents do know something, and it was not the office
of the State Association to tell them they are ignorant and
don’t know anything. What was needed was to encourage
them in their work, and make them feel that talent and ex-
perience are needed in this work.

The Associations, both county and State, he said, should be
more  self-sufficient.  They should improve the talent at
their command. He spoke of the superior benefits of a
county meeting where the kernels of experience were
brought out. He thought the most efficient county conven-
tions were those where home talent was most relied upon.
He thought they were bearing out this in the State Conven-
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tion then assembled. This was the first time they had de-
pended upon themselves even in the State organization.
they needed to do was to exchange—to swap—experiences in
order that they might be the better Sunday School workers.
In conclusion, Mr. Clark referred to the occasional com-
plaints of some that there were too many Presbyterians, too
many Methodists, or too many Baptists in the State Associa-
tion; too many township secretaries, Quakers; but he advised
them to bring the children together from all directions, and
then ‘it would be time to talk about the different folds in
which they were to place them.

Mr. C. B. Stout spoke of the importance of the county
secretaries having the different denominations duly represen-
ted in the list of speakers at Institutes and Conventions.
They sometimes forgot that there were « other sheep not of
that fold,” to which they belonged. On his way to this Con-
vention a gentleman gaid to him, ¢ There is not a man of our
church on the programme. I have not been invited to say 2
thing there.” Mr. Stout said if they knew what burdens the
Executive Committee had to bear, they would not criticise
them.

e advised the county secretaries that in making up their
programmes for their next Conventions they should let each
denomination have its due share—giving to every one the
«]ion’s share,” and the lamb’s too, for that matter.

They should not have Quaker preponderance, Methodist
preponderance, Baptist preponderance, Presbyterian prepon-
derance, or any other preponderance, and they would have
close communion, and sweet communion, too.

Rev. Wi Harris thought with Secretary Clark that they
ghould depend upon the labors of the people in the same
neighborhood, in the conducting of Institutes and Conven-
tions, rather than the talent brought in from other places.
Men might go back in the woods and not know what was
appropriate there. Ie spoke of a township Sunday School
meeting he had attended. The subject under discussion was,
the best way of reading the Scriptures, and it was suggested
that the best way was to have the scholars read around in
turn, as it secured their attention. They were about to put
this to vote, when a brother arose and said, ¢ Stop a minute !
I have got a difficulty.” They looked up in astonishment.
What, was he going to object to this good way of reading
the Scriptures? Said he, “I have got twenty boys in my

school, and there can’t any of ‘them read!”
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After some additional remarks by President LFFEVRE,
H. E. Wagrrorp, J. EArRL AtkinsoN and Dr. WELcH,
Prof. SHERWIN led in the singing of a song entitled

“Beloved of the Lord.”

The business of the hour was the discussion of the topic :

THE PREPARATION AND TEACHING OF THE LESSON.
Rev. B. C. LirriNcorT was requested to give his method.

He did not claim it was the best. It was to study the les-
- son on the “ Four P’s and four D’s >’ plan, and to teach as cir-
cumstances would indicate. ¢ P. P.” was meant for parallel
passages which were to be studied. The next “ P.” was for
persons who figured in the lesson. The last “P.” was for the
place where the events occurred. The second formula might
then be taken up. The first “D.” suggested the inquiry,
“ What they were doing?”” The second “D,” the date of
the occurrence. The next ¢“D,” the doctrine of the lesson.
The last “D.” the duty it inculcates—¢ What shall you and I
do as the result of the teaching ?”’

Mr. StckiE thought that children should be so instructed,
and have such faith in their teacher, that they would quote
her words. ¢ My teacher said so and so.”

Prof. SmerwIN said that there were some teachers who
would take the International Lessons with all the multitude
of appliances there are into their class to their ruin, while
there are others so prejudiced against them, that they would
make no use of any helps at all. It was not always best to
begin with the first verse and end with the last one of the
International Lesson. It was sometimes necessary to begin
in the middle of the lesson and work both ways.” In other
cases it was required to begin with the last thought expressed
in the text as the starting point. He besought them, first of
all, to put their lesson down in their hearts—the pure word
of God, without note or comment—then see what comes up
from it in their minds. et it be baptized by the Holy Spirit,
then seek out the central thought of the lesson and let all the
rest crystalize around that; seek how you can make all lead
Godward, and heavenward.

* Mr. Lewis said that the central truth of the lesson should be
applied to the practical lives of the children, the boys and the
girls who are to go to the school, to offices, to the great hurry
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and turmoil of life, to meet all forms of temptations, all the
troubles that will assail them ; and the Sunday School instruc-
tion was to prepare them, and shield them, and lead them in
that hour.

It was on the street, when temptation came, that they needed
to come back to the Sunday School lesson and find something
that would shield them on the corner from the ribald talk and
all the unhallowed influences of the street; something that
should fortify their hearts and lives for the struggles of the
week, for every week brought its fearful struggles.

Thus the children would come to love the Sunday School.
Tt would not be a dry place, but full of life, because the lesson
was something that was all around them. Let us have boys
and girls, and men and women, and manhood and woman-
hood born out of the practical application of Bible truth.
Thus we shall make them Christians by the shield of Christ-
ianity, and the life-giving influence of the Spirit shall go with
the truth, and they will be saved by the truth.

Prof. Jomnsox said that in attending Sunday School Insti-
tutes and-hearing the ¢ Model Teacher ” discussed, and the
qualifications which he must have, he had often gone away
discouraged, and was almost tempted to give up his class.
Finally, one day he was told, ¢ Don’t try to work like anybody
else, but give yourself to the Lord, and work like Johnson.
Be yourself.” Ie did not know how others used helps, but
he would say « Take the helps and use them in your own way.”
His plan was first to read the text with the parallel passages,
and then instead of going to any commentary, first go to the
Tord. God had promised the Holy Spirit, and he believed
that to be a literal promise that they could rely upon as teachers,
to give them light; and he found by relying upon that promise
it had proven true to him every time in studying the lesson.
Then he found what his class needed in that lesson, visiting
them in their homes, getting freely acquainted with them,
and understanding their needs and their difficulties. This
preparation must not, however, be left to the Saturday night
before. Three weeks beforehand was a good plan, if they could
not do it five or siz weeks beforehand. It was a good idea to
teach the lesson previously to one’s children at home, and there
perhaps they would see where the lesson fits, and be ready to
go before their classes.

Mr. Pratr thought that we should malke our own hearts teach
the lesson more than we do. Dr. Vincent had said that our
hearts are the best commentaries we have on the Word, by
which he meant to say, as Mr. Platt supposed, that the lesson
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should so abide upon our hearts that the truth contained in it
should be a present living truth in our own hearts. He said,
¢ Let me study that promise by the means of commentaries,
by prayer, or by whatever means I may use, until in my heart
I can say ¢Itis a blessed, precious promise.” When I have
thus studied the lesson and thus buried it deep down into my
heart, I can go before my class, young or old, and take that
promise, that doctrine or whatever it may be, and so teach it
to that class that it can scarcely fail to go with them through
the week, and shield them from the temptations that meet
them. Our own experience should be the interpreters of the
truth that we teach.”

Mr. AaroN Cog, of Newark, gave the history of a teacher
in one of the schools in Brooklyn, as related to him by the
superintendent. It was the case of a poor man who came to
that school, and wanted a class of twenty-five for a Bible class.
He offered to gather them in from the street, and the next
Sunday he came with five or six young men, and in about
four weeks he had his twenty-five young men, all gathered by
himself. The superintendent watched him closely, to note
his mode of teaching, and how he got the attention of his
class. The teacher said in reply to the superintendent’s
question, “I once a week call on every one of those young
men. I will say to them ‘I am going to have a prayer
meeting at my house on Wednesday night, and I want you
all there.”” The superintendent concluded: “ A revival in
our school commenced with that poor man’s class, and before
that revival was over every soul in that class joined the church
—every one.”

Singing, led by Prof. Jonnson, followed :
“ More love to Thee, O Christ.”

Mr. GREUL was a strong advocate for helps, he said, yet he
thought that sometimes they were injudiciously used. He
had often, and earnestly, urged his teachers to use their own
faculties as methodical thinkers upon the lesson. He doubted
whether many could study the lesson three weeks beforehand,
as Prof. JonnsoN had suggested, but they could at least study
it one week beforehand. Ie said, ¢ Begin early Monday
morning, and don’t look within the covers of a ¢ help *” until
you have spent one week with your faculties on that lesson.
By all means watch your every-day life and select'from it
home illustrations, which can be found everywhere—on the
wood-pile, and over the wash tub in the kitchen. After you
have spent all your force, so to speak, on the lesson during
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the week, studying it carefully and prayerfully with the
parallel passages, then go to your helps and driticize your
work, and find where you need to be corrected. You will
then be so full of the ideas received from home study and
from the gleanings of home illustration that your well cannot
dry up on Sunday afternoon, and you won’t be done teaching
youryclass before the hour has arrived for the close of the
lesson.

Mr. R. OapEN, of Keyport, had come to learn something
about Sunday School work, and he was glad he was learning
something that afternoon. He, as superintendent, first stud-
ied the lesson at home, using the Bible for his guide, for
his commentary, and formed his own ideas of the meaning
of the lesson, and afterwards he would look into the com-
mentary. Then he gathered his teachers, that would come
out on Monday evening, and sat down, the same as he would
with a little company of friends at home, and they talked
about the lesson, he giving his ideas, and they giving theirs.
The lesson papers were not used. Ile talked about the lesson
from memory, and from the ideas suggested by his fellow-
teachers ; and after they were all through, they asked one
another what they had learned, and if anything was not
cleared up, they had from Monday evening to Sabbath morn-
ing to inform themselves about it.

Rev. MorcAN Epwarps believed that when God sent any
man to preach, he puts preach in him. He gives him some-
thing to say or do.  So with the teacher. The gift of prayer
and the gift of grace would move everything, and if the
teachers would take their lesson and ask Almighty God to
teach them the meaning of it, and then go into their classes
and lay these things before them, asking the Holy Spirit to”
seal their teachings, he believed it would be granted.

J. B. HorrMaN, of Cape May, had come to the Convention
to hear something about the particalar mode of teaching
adult classes. e wanted just such a man for adult classes as
Mus. CLARK was for primary classes, and he wanted to*hear
his ideas upon the point. He wanted to learn something of
the method of teaching boys twelve, fifteen, or eighteen years
of age. His plan for preparing the lesson was to reach out
for all the helps he could find, whether Methodist, Presbyterian,
Baptist, or any other, and go to the ministers and talk with
them about it. After this preparation, call the teachers
together, and go over the lesson with them. Get full of it.
Keep your eyes open during the week for illustrations. If
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you find one of your scholars has been in a store, get such
illustrations as he is familiar with, and so with others. Be
perfectly familiar with every scholar. Be sure of one thing—
lo teach what the lesson teaches.

J. EArL, ArkrNson said that he had visited a Sabbath
School in Dayton, Ohio, which having been opened in regular
form, an adult class of seventy-eight members rose and went
into the body of the church, where they were taught very
thoroughly with the aid of blackboard exercises. That day
the superintendent lacked five teachers, and he drew them
from the names of this Bible class, just like a draft. Ile
would say to the good brother that preceded him, that he had
better follow his own method. As many brethren had said
that afternoon, “be natural.” Take your own methods.
Study the lesson carefully and prayerfully, and the use of
helps, and get the lesson a part of your very nature, and when
it has so taken possession of our minds and hearts as to form
a part of ourselves, it teaches itself. You cannot help but
teach it. 'We oftentimes hear clergymen preach, and we
bave rules for preaching. You know we divide it into
different heads, and yet we will find brethren who have not,
perhaps, the best methods of sermonizing. But they are full
of the subject, and you hear them and say “I guess I can’t
preach any more.” I think that all the suggestions have
been very happy this afternoon. I think there has not been
a suggestion made by an experienced teacher or any one else,
but has been of a very profitable character.

The Enrolling Committee then reported. The whole
number of delegates present at the different sessions of the
Convention was306. Deducting 45 delegates from Millville,
there were 261 delegates present outside of the city in which
they were assembled. All evangelical denominations were
represented, and there were present, 40 pastors, 62 superin-
tendents, 194 teachers, besides the officers of the Conven-
tion. The report was adopted, and, on motion of Rev. C. S.
Conkling, a vote of thanks was tendered the Committee for
their efficient labors.

The following is a list of the number of delegates from
the respective counties :

Atlantic, 13 ; Bergen, 2; Burlington, 1; Camden, 1,5
Cape May, 10; Cumberland, 144 ; Essex, 11; Gloucester,

5




66

32 ; Hudson, 2; Funterdon, 15; Mercer, 11 Middlesex,
12 Monmouth, 3; Morris, 4; Ocean, 4 ; Passaic, 2; Som-
erset, 4; Salem, 17; Union, 1; Warren, 3. - There were
besides these, five associate delegates from Philadelphia,
Brooklyn, and other places.

Rev. J. B. CaxpsEeLL, read the following report of the
Committee on Resolutions, which was adopted :

1. Resolved, That in the generous and friendly hospitality extended to this
Convention, Millville has covered herself with glory and endeared her citizens
to all our hearts.

9. Resolved, That we will not cease to pray that the blessing of the Master
may remain and abide with all the beloved Christian workers in this place.

3. Resolved, That we thank the churches for the use of their pleasant
houses of worship, and especially J. D. HocATE, for his invaluable attention
in caring for our entertainment and comfort.

4. Resolved, That our thanks are presented to Prof, WILLIAM JomxsoN, Prof.
Wi, F. Smerwiy, and Prof. JAGGER, for conducting the singing of the
Convention, and to the pastors of the churches of Millville for their kind
attention.

5. Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be and are hereby tendered
to the Pennsylvania, West Jersey, and New Jersey Southern Railroads, for
a reduction of fare.

6. Resolved, That we hereby express our thanks to Mr. DANIEL F'. BEATTY,
of Washington, for the use of his “ Golden Tongue ” Organ, furnished free.

Prof. Jounsox then sang for the Convention the hymn

« There is a gate stands open wide,”

being a variation of the hymn

« There is a gate that stands ajar.”

President StouT remarked that the formal business of
the Convention was then finished.

They would meet in the evening to say the farewell words,
which at that time ought to be very impressive and affecting,
for they stood among the very shadows of death. God had
taught the Convention that they could not forecast even a
single year. They had been there during two days of de-
lightful Christian intercourse, but some of them would not
be there again. They stood face to face with their fate. Ile
recommended that they be much in prayer during these hours
of intermission, that when they came together, the Holy
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Spirit might overshadow the congregation and leave such a
blessing in Millville that the people would never forget the
Convention, and that would cause them to draw nearer to
God, and to heaven and to noble work for the Master, and
for dear souls. Ie counselled them in these closing hours,
sitting at Jesus’ feet, to forget the poor, blind, imperfect
past, and to come up to higher ground, and say as they
should go away from this Seventeenth Annual Convention,
“My all is on the altar. God helping me, I will stand up for
Jesus.”  And then whatever that man might do or say, and
criticize them, they should try to be about their Master’s
business. And then when the Angel of Death should knock
at their door, perhaps in the silence of the midnight watches,
as in the case of dear brother Sandford, or standing at the
marriage altar, as in the case of their former Vice-President,
Bro. Mershon, they might be found doing their Master’s
will. He entreated them to work, not as in one another’s
eyes, but as knowing that the eyes of the Great Task-Master
were upon them, and that they would take some of the
blessed things they had seen and heard, to their homes,

They had commenced a long journey to eternity, but some
of them would soon be there. That Convention would never
meet again. Some would fall by the wayside, and their meet-
ing would be on the other shore, Counselling the members
of this Convention to go away from this session praying, and
to come up in the evening praying, he implored the blessing
of the God of Hosts upon every one of them.

The Convention then sang with much depth of feeling,
the hymn,

“Say, brother, will you meet me ?”

after which the benediction was pronounced by Rev. Mr.
EsrLAck, of Cumberland county.

SEVENTH SESSION.

THURSDAY EVENING.

At seven o’clock every available seat in the church was
occupied, although the time for commencing the service was
half-past seven, and notwithstanding also that a branch
meeting was to be held in the Presbyterian church at the
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came time. It was therefore deémed best to begin the
exercises at once, and the Convention united in singing as
the opening hymn,

« Pass me not, O gentle Saviour,”

under the direction of Prof. JAGGER, Mrs. WILLIAMS, of
Bergen county, presiding at the organ.

Rev. J. B. CampBELL, of Hunterdon county, offered a
singularly beautiful and touching prayer, followed by a
praise service under the guidance of Prof. WM. JOIINSON.
This service was extremely interesting and profitable, and
formed an appropriate prelude to the succeeding exercises
of the evening.

Prof. Jounsox related a very affecting incident of the
conversion of an infidel whom he met on the cars in Penn-
sylvania.

This man had with him a little boy five years old, and he
could not tell Prof. Johnson enough about that darling boy.
Six months afterwards, Prof. J. met him on the cars, and
learned that an accident had removed that idol of his heart
from earth to heaven. The father seemed rebellious against
this act of Divine Providence. Prof. J. said to him, ““I guess
the Lord wanted your boy.” ¢ What do you meant” The
Tord wants the father, and he has taken the boy for the sake
of getting the father.” The man said, “Do you think the |
Tord would kill that little boy for an old sinner like me?
No, no, that is not God.”  Prof. Johnson asked permission
to sing to him a little song, so they put their heads together,
and he sang

«T should like to die,” said Willie,
“If my papa could die too.”

As Prof. J. sang, the fountain of that man’s heart. was
broken up. Ie wept, and it was the first tear,” the man
said, “since his boy had died,” and he laid his hand on the
Professor’s knee and said, ¢ That is the best sermon I ever
bad. Now talk to me. Now preach to me.”

Prof. JouNsoN then sang the above song for the audience,
drawing tears from the hearers all over the house, and
doubtless from many eyes unused to weep.

Singing—* There is a happy land.”
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Rev. Jamrs LeEFEVRE, the retiring President, then fol-
lowed with his closing speech :

It was to him a very impressive moment. He could hardly
describe the emotions he had experienced since he had been
in this house. There was here sadness, and there was joy,
there was anxiety, and there was hope. There was a looking
back to the past, and looking forward to the future—to its
grand possibilities. He had attended almost all of the State
Conyentions, but he had been at none where the presence of
the Holy Spirit pervaded all hearts as at this one, and it had
seemed to him that ever since he had been in Millville, the
Holy Spirit was just ready to come down and bless.the city,
and bless the whole State.  This had been the prayer of every
soul, and he believed that God would hear that prayer and
pour out a blessing upon all the churches, upen the parents
and their children, as well as upon individual Christians.

He had stated at the opening, he remarked, that he hoped
they would have much of heaven in their souls, and he knew
that heaven would be a more delightful place to him, because
he had attended this Convention and seen a great many faces
he had never seen before. He had felt Christian hearts beat-
~ing against his own that he had never felt before. He had
met brethren of different denominations—pastors, superin-
tendents and teachers—there, and would not forget these dear
brethren. If they did not meet again on earth, he would
meet them again in heaven. - They would recognize one an-
other, and remember what a blessed mecting they had at
Millville. :

He felt that heaven would be more precious to him for
communing with the saints. The joy of heaven, he said, was
the perfect communion of the saints in glory. They had
heaven begun in those delightful communions.

He counselled them to religious activity. God was waiting.
God was ready, and had been ready a great while, to pour out
His Spirit. They had notbeen right. They should wrestle at
the throne of grace, and the blessing would come. He con-
cluded as follows: ¢ A traveler once in visiting the light house
at Calais, asked the keeper what would be the result if the
light should go out. ¢ Why! my light go out! That’s im-
possible! If my light should go out, in six 'months I would
hear from Asia, and America, and from all parts of the world,
that the light house at Calais did not shine on a certain night,
and thatso many preciousindividuals had been lost.” ¢ Why,”
said he, “I feel that the eyes of the whole world are upon me!
My light go out? Never! never!” Christ has said, “Ye
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are the light of the world.” "Will you not, then, resolve “T
will never hide the light that Christ has given me ; God help-
ing me, I will letmy light shine, so that I may be instrumental
in bringing others to the blessed haven of eternal rest.”

T have only to thank this Convention for all their kindness
and forbearance. I never felt better in my life. This Con-
vention has just run itself. It is easy for anybody to be Pres-
ident of an association where God’s Spirit presides. I thank
you for your kindness, and I want to say, * God bless you!”

Rev. Mr. Toory, pastor of the M. E. Church, was called
upon for some parting words. After a few pleasant intro-
ductory remarks, he said :

There were moments when the heart beats quickly, and
when, despite the enjoyment and the pleasantry of life, there
was a silent pain that slides in upon the heart. ¢ Farewell | ”
to him was a lonely word ever since he stood at the bed-side
of his mother and said *“ Farewell !> just before he left for the
seat of Conference. When he saw her again she was sleeping
the quiet sleep of death. Te loved that better word that
comes from the heart, ¢ Good-bye.” He was sorry that the
Convention was drawing to a close. He stated that the Christ-
ian people of Millville were fully enlisted in the Sunday
School work, and supplied with all the modern improvements
and paraphernalia of that work ;.yet they felt that the Conven-
tion had given them an impetus in their efforts in this direction,
which would be'of great advantage to them.

The Convention was a grand demonstration, and the intel-
lectual, moral, and religious effect that would accrue to their
modes of teaching would be incalculably beneficial. 1f they
could see the 170,000 children marching out in their strength,
and marching into the Protestant Sunday Schools of the State,
and that army headed by the 20,000 teachers, he thought to
himself, “ What a magnificent sight it would be!” He felt
proud that he was one of the leaders of that grand army. It
was a pleasant thought for Christian ministers to feel that
they were commanders-in-chief in the Sunday School work,
and yet shoulder to shoulder with the workers.

Tle was pleased with the epirit of the meeting. Ile loved
the unity, the Christianity in it. As a Methodist, he Joved
the heart-felt religion in it. [“Amen!” by the brethren.]
Hehad never attended any meeting, except in intense religious
revival work; where his own heart seemed so to burn within
him. The house of Somerset had joined hands with the house
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of Cumberland. The echo of their ocean waves had rolled
up to greet the mountains of Sussex, and echoed back again.
They were one in heart, and one in purpose.

They were all working on a grand building—a splendid
temple. On one wall yon would see the Methodist at work;
on another side the Presbyterian, an another the Baptist at
work. e thought it was no time for the workmen to stop
and throw bricks at each other. ¢ We will carry up this
building,” said he, ¢ and when we reach the very cap-stone
we will come down together, and taking hold of the great
top stone we will carry it up and place it with shoutings:
¢ Grace! grace! unto it.”

We are in a great moral warfare, and when the Dbattle
flags, on one wing of the army I see the portrait of Wesley;
on another, that of Luther; on another that of Calvin.
“Forward, march!” ‘is the word, and the work. Along the
great line of the Sunday School battle-field let the cry go,
“Forward, brethren!” I love the sentiment of the old
Turk, who, baring his sleeve to the elbow, with the sword or
cimeter gleaming in the light of heaven, went forth to battle.
We, stripping ourselves for this work, will go forward to victory.

In conclusion, let me express to you, sir, the thanks of my
congregation. I have looked upon you with a great deal of
pleasure and Christian satisfaction. I have admired your
Christian bearing, and I have appreciated the spirit in which
you have moved among us. We Dbid you, sir, and we bid
these dear brethren in the name of Jesus, ¢“Farewell.” May
the blessing of the Great Teacher go with you. When you
reach your homes, may you find those homes happy, and
your loved ones in the enjoyment of health, and if we never
renew this pleasant fellowship again, God grant that we with
our children may find our way to heaven. Good-bye, sir.

Rev. ELris L. STAGER, pastor of the Millville Baptist
church, was introduced, and offered a brief prayer before
commencing his remarks:

He believed that God’s Spirit had been there that night.
He had felt it, and others had felt it sensibly. His own soul
had been deeply stirred. “And, dear brethren,” he continued,
“you, who have visited us, I believe have done us good.
I believe lasting impressions have been made, and souls
will be converted to God as the result. I feel now is the
time for Jesus. Let us close this meeting, seeking the glory
of our God for the good of this people to-night. I feel it, as
a pastor in this city, that these impressions should sink
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decp in our hearts, that our superintendents and teachers
might receive new zeal and courage, that your words might
be accompanied by the Spirit of God,that they may work
for the glory of the Master. God has been here, I believe,
and will go home with you. When you go away, don’t
forget Millville. Plead for us to-night at a throne of
grace. Continue earnest in prayer, and if we are true
disciples we will be of one heart and one mind to save souls.
Brethren, in the name of our God, don’t let us talk about
anything but Jesus now, so that good may result to this
church, to the Presbyterian church, to my own, the Baptist
church.

May the grace of the Lord Jesus go with you to your
homes, and I trust that God may spare us to meet another
year, to encourage each other in the glorious work of the
Sunday school. .

Hon. PETER A. VoorHEES followed in a few remarks:

As he looked over the assembly, he thanked God the Con-
vention had met in Millville, and said of the Christian people
of the city: ¢ From the commencement of our gathering,
down to its last moment, we find you in the midst of us to
encourage us in our work, and to show that here there is an in-
terest in the great work. And yet I may ask you, as parents,

if you enlist all your powers and energies in this Sunday
School work ?  If you have not, from this night resolve that
you will lend all your influence to the great work; for who
shall care for the souls of your children if you don’t as parents
give us your prayers and influence? And then the work of
the Sunday School shall prosper. A word to the teachers—
Do not be discouraged. Sow the precious seed ; a wonderful
harvest may pass before. But sow in faith, and if you do not
see the result of it, believe that when you sleep in dust it
shall spring forth and bring fruit to the glory of God. I see
young men before me, in the morning of life, with life, with
strength, with talent, in this land of civil and religious liberty,
with all its privileges. Young men, stand by the Sunday
School ; stand up for Jesus; and if I never meet you, remem-
ber my words, and live for Jesus, and you and I will meet in
glory.” May we all live for Christ, and if we meet not again
on earth, may we meet again in that happy land, the fathers
and mothers, the teachers and the scholars, ministers and
people, young men and young women, who have been trans-
planted from earth to that clime above, with us whose heads
are white, and may we live to sing that new song which none
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but the redeemed can sing—¢ Unto Him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us
kings and priests unto God.”

Prof. Wu. F. SHERWIN was next called upon, and spoke
as follows :

He did not know that he could do any better than to beseech
them, by the mercies of God, that they—fellow-teachers and
fellow-workers of every grade, the superintendents, pastors,
and officers of the Convention—should present their bodies a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God ; for he was
persuaded that the great want in the Sunday School work to-
day was not so much new appliances, not so much new ideas,
not so much new machinery, as a thorough and more complete
and holy consecration before God to the work. They might
have all the appliances in the world, they might have wonder-
ful knowledge of human nature, and skill and tact, and they
might attend institutes and study the latest methods of teach-
ing, yet, if they wanted to take the freight of living souls
into the harbor of God’s love, there must be down below all
these appliances and instrumentalities, the fire of the Holy
Spirit—a consecration to God—to give success. That could
only be obtained by prayer. That fire must be fed day by
day. The breath of God’s Spirit must fan it. The breath of
heaven must feed it. In conclusion, he said: “O! for the
baptism of the IToly Spirit. O! for the kindling fire of God’s
love in the heart of"every worker. For that, after all, is the
main good to result from this gathering, where we touch
hearts and the influence goes from heart to heart, and out
through all the land and touches other hearts, and blesses
them. God go with us. God help us to forget ourselves in
our love for souls and our love for the Master.

FRANKLIN DYE, in making a few remarks,

Wished to picture two scenes from real life, the one illus-
trating the importance of home religion, and the other the
necessity of choosing Christ early. In aneighborhood known
to the speaker, there was a father of a family, a professor of
religion, but his religion went no further than to know that
he belonged to the church. The‘blessing was not asked at
the table, family prayer was not observed, and the father
could not say a word on religion. Time wenton. His child-
ren grew up to manhood. The youngest son was about
twenty-one when he sickened, and 1t was apparent to all that
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Willie must die, but there seemed to be no light in his soul,
no hope of heaven. One day just before his death, his father
came into the room. The son turned to him with face dis-
torted in the agonies of death, and said, “ O ! father, you never
prayed for me.” Do you hear that voice going to judgment?
O !'to be in that father’s place with the soul echoing back as
it v;m:s going to judgment, Father, you never prayed for
me!’

Rev. C. S. CoNkLING spoke of the love Sunday School
workers have for one another, and the ways in which it
was exhibited. He said :

In coming to the Convention a large number of delegates
passed a grave very memorable. A fellow-laborer a few years
ago was suddenly called to the eternal world, and for many
weeks, each Sabbath morning, was found upon his grave a
boquet of fresh flowers. ‘When winter came, that grave was
strewn with flowers just the same. No one could tell whence
they came. They rose early and watched. At length, one
morning in mid-winter, in the early twilight, an individual was
seen to come and place the flowers on the grave, and, Mr.
Chairman, the brother that placed those flowers there was of
a denomination as remote from the brother lying there as
could be. It was Christian to do it, remote as these brethren
had been in their faith.

Mr. Conkling referred to a tribute of the same kind in
which Sunday School children had placed a wreath of flowers
on the coffin of a departed Superintendent. When Sunday
School teachers die, he said, they that live have a tribute for
them—a tribute of the heart’s devotion. All theimpression he
desired to make was that the vast audience should be assured
how much Sunday School workmen love one another.

The Convention was then invited to sing
« Blest be the tie that binds.”

Prof. Wi, Jouxsox.—Bro. Sherwin was speaking of con-
gsecration. During the war, in front of the entrenchments of
the enemy, there was a soldier from our side, who went out
on picket. While walking back and forth, a sharp-shooter
was watching him, and as he walked unconscious of danger
a bullet pierced his limb, and he fell. ¢« Who will go out and
bring him in?” The question ran along the line. To go out
to bring him in was to go into the very jaws of death. DBut
a comrade who messed with him,and had been brought up in
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the same neighborhood, dropped his musket and said, «I
will do it.” e got down on the ground and crawled along.
He caught up his comrade, and then, stooping, was bringing
him on his shoulder. But the rebel was watching him, and
with better aim than before, and a bullet pierced his heart.
As he fell he said, «“I gave my life for you, comrade!” What
did that soldier that was saved do? He was taken to the
hospital, and there recovered, and to-day, I am told, he is sup-
porting two families—his own, and the family of the man
who laid down his life for him.

This is consecration. There is One who has laid down
His life for us. Oh! dear friends, as we go to our homes let
us show this consecration by our lives, not by doing things
that the people can see, but down in the homes of distress,
where there are those that are needing Christ, let us work for
Him.

Prof. Jonnson then sang the beautiful and touching song :

“1 gave my life for thee,
‘What hast thou done for me 2”

President Stour then made some very impressive
remarks :

“In a few moments more,” he said, “we will be scattering
to our several homes, and silence and darkness will settle over,
this beautiful place, where for these days and nights heaven
has come down to greet our very souls.” We are reaching a
period in our existence such as years may pass and never bring
again, and I call you to record this hour, that the Lord of
Hosts is with us, and the God of Jacob is our refuge. Oh!
brethren and sisters, how my heart swells within me in grat-
itude to the Great Head of the Church for the kindness
bestowed upon you and upon me, and I thank you, every one,
for the personal kindness bestowed upon me. "I take it as a
tribute to the Master and not for the servant, and I cannot
cease to pray that God will bless you all more and more
abundantly. Go from this Convention, brethren and sisters,
and in your Sunday Schools, and in your humble places of
work, remember that within the most unsightly child may
folded lie

“The white wings of an angel,”
and it is your business and my business to train these young

immortals to shine brighter than the stars forever and ever.,
Will you do it? Oh! what a thought, that here and now,




76

down in this city almost by the sea, the white wings of God’s
blessed angel are fanning the very air we breathe, and the
Father of Spirits looks down into your heart and mine to see
whether the son and the daughter are aspiring to 2 closer
anion with the Master. .

While sitting here I have been thinking of David’s pious
statement, ¢ As the hart panteth after the water-brook, 80
panteth my soul after Thee, O God.” Brother, sister, is that
your aspiration to-night? I trust, I hope, I believe it is.
If you are panting to see the King in His beauty, to come
closer to the beating heart of the Man of Calvary; if you are
saying ¢ My all is on the altar,” ¢TI desire to be whiter than
gnow; 1 will stand up for Jesus ;¢TI willdo these things
of which I have heard.” Oh! remember the Master. The
Taacher has said, «If ye know these things, happy are ye if
ye do them.” Now, having heard, shall we go forth doing
them ? That these husbands, these wives, shall go forth
saying, ¢ We must be better men and better women.” Shall
these sons and daughters say, We have followed the Master
afar off.”

We have been singing ¢ Nearer my God, to Thee.” Shall
it be all song, or mere aspiration? Or shall we, as the Prod-
igal, say, “ 1 will arise,” and when we are yet a great way off,
one look of the Father will embrace it all, and He will say
«Thy sins, which were many, are all forgiven thee.”

And, now, farewell ! An'impenetrable vail hangs between
us and November, 1875. When the Bighteenth Annual
Convention comes around, who will talk about Primary Classes,
and who will talk about Bible Classes? And from whose
school shall come the list of conversions of which we have
heard to-day? Yes, thousands in the last twelve months
gathered out of this fallen world and folded in the church of
the living God. Shall we pray and work this year for len
thousand 2

Dear brethren and sisters, from this night go forth in the
pame of the Lord,and if the summons comes to us at the mid-
night or in the morning, so that it can be said at the next
anniversary of this Association, He died at his post. He
fought long, he fought well and he has gone to wear a crown
of immortal life.” Go forth, and »

« From the nettle of danger pluck the flower of safety,
and when the reapers come to gather in the harvest, may

it be the happy lot of every Christian worker to come and
cast his sheaves down at Jesus’ feet, in the clear light of
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eternity. No farewells there, no partings, no tears there, no
secret sichs.  Our bodies go hence, but our minds will linger
upon what is here, and long and sweet will be the memory
of the happy meeting in Millville. The happiest ties must
be sundered on earth, but in the eternal morn we shall meet
again, and may God give you great success in winning souls,
80 that you may outshine the stars forever and ever.

Prof. Jounson and Prof. SHERWIN then sang

“There’s a land that is fairer than day,”
the audience joining heartily in the chorus.

Hon. Jonx IIrLr.—For sixteen years it has been my privi-
lege, with two exceptions only, to attend the an niversary of
the New Jersey Sunday School Association; and I believe I
have never attended any meeting of this Association so full
of interest and so profitable as the one that has been held
here. I am glad to be with you to-night, and to look upon
such an audience as this.

Indebted as I am, under God, to the Sunday School for
everything, I might say, that I have and enjoy, and have en-
joyed in this life, there is no institution in this country so
near my heart, no association where I love to gather with
God’s people like this great Sunday School Association. No
place where I like to go and be found more than among
Sunday School workers—those who labor for the souls of the
young and rising generation,

Are there any young people here to-night, are there any
boys here to-night, who have not given their hearts to Christ ?
0O, let me say to you as a friend, prize these golden opportu-
nities that you have and enjoy of becoming acquainted with
Christ, and of accepting Jesus as your Saviour. = Now is your
time, now is your opportunity, while these golden scenes are
passing by, yea, and while the Saviour is passing by, and He
1s speaking to the young more particularly than to any other
class among us.

My young friends, you are now beginning to lay the founda-
tions of your life and character, which are not built up in a
day, but week by week, month by month, and year by year,
they are forming. Let that foundation be built on Christ,
and let your hope be “as an anchor to the soul, sure and stead-
fast.” :

I will not take up your time farther at this late hour, but
let me say to you, be faithful workers in this good cause in
the discharge of all your duties; and let me say to the friends
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' of the Sunday School, who are not in it as officers and teachers,
see to it that the Sabbath School is not wanting in your sym-
pathy or in anything that it may ask at your hands, to pros-
per it in its work of giving religious education to the young.
0! my friends, we have no institution in this country like the
Sunday School. Think of it for a moment. Seven miliions
of children and youth upon the Sunday School register in
this great country—the hope of the future, the hope of the
country, the hope of the church, yes, and the hope of the
State of New Jersey.

Let us all, old men, middle-aged men, old women, middle-
aged women, young men, and young women, all of us, go
forth from this meeting, seeking God’s blessing upon the
Sunday School, and for His blessing to follow this delightful
occasion—this re-union—that we enjoy together, on account
of the meeting of the New Jersey Sunday School Association.

President LEFEVRE then said :

In this world the brightest day must close, and the most
delightful service must end, and while we would like to tarry
here, yet prudence requires us to close at this point. We
will now join in singing with the brethren

« Shall we gather at theriver.”

The audience rose to their feet and sang with depth of
feeling this parting hymn, after which the benediction was
pronounced by President LeFEVRE, and the Seventeenth
Annual Convention of the New Jersey Sunday School
Association closed its labors.

GEO. T. LAIN,
Recording Secretary.
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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

—_—

Ix no period of the seventeen years of the life of this
Association has it closed its annual labors with brighter
prospects or more abundant cause of gratitude to God for
prosperity and success. Harmony in its councils, and zeal
and work in its membership, have garnered their fruit ina
union of all the evangelical denominations for the advance-
ment of all that pertains to this department of the Master’s

vineyard.

Our Association does not, except in a limited sense,
occupy missionary ground. Our work differs from that of
Associations in sparsely populated or newly occupied terri-
tories, where the great labor is to be expended in covering
new ground and setting up new standards. Ours, rather,
is the work of culture—of fostering schools already planted
—of enlisting the sympathy and co-operation of Christian |
communities—of elevating the standard of teaching—of
lifting to a higher plane the Sunday School work of the |
church.

In this direction the labor of the past year has been -
especially successful, as the statistics accompanying this =
report will markedly indicate. While but nineteen new
schools are reported as being established in excess of those |
discontinued, we have reports from one hundred and thirty= |

seven additional schools, giving us reliable information from
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more than ninety-one per cent. of all the schools established
in the State—a degree of co-operation which we can hardly
hope to excel.

The number of institutes, township and county conven-
tions held during the year is largely in advance of any
previous period, and from all we have the same report of

- increased interest and usefulness. Nineteen of the twenty-

one counties have held their Annual County Association.
Union county, though thoroughly organized, and fully
reporting, for some cause has omitted this important auxil-
- iary, and Burlington County has not as yet fallen into line
in this particular. We hope, ere another year, to record
better things of both these counties.

All our County Secretaries have been unremitting in their
labors, and to commend one is to award praise to all. In
many counties every school has reported ; while in those
failing in a complete report, the failure in almost every
instance is to be attributed to difficulty of access or apathy
of superintendents. Only four or five of the two hundred

and twenty-seven township secretaries have failed in their
work, and those in outlying and thinly settled districts.

From the statistics thus industriously gathered, we ag-
gregate the following results, comparing them with those of
the previous year :

1874, 1873.
Number of Schools in the State, . : 1,714 1,695

¢ & reporting, . § L1860 1,413
Officers, : 4 3 § 7,071 6,185

& Teachers, . 5 : . 20,496 18,422
Average attendance, 4 . : 16,678 14,596
Number of Teachers Church Members, . . 17,280 15,942
k¢ Scholars enrolled, o : 168,127 153,956
Average attendance, 2 5 ; . 113,502 104,114
Number of Scholars Church Members, . 18,409 14,763

g Conversions, : ¢ . 1,242 4,834
6
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Number of Scholars in Infant Class, . 36,956 30,266
g€ Volumes in Library, i . 437,951 404,011
% Copies of Children’s Papers, . 120,038 119,456
Total Value of Libraries, etc., . . $214,957.838  $200,710.52
Amount Paid for Benevolent Purposes, $77,137.03 $62,464.63
Number of Schools holding Teachefs’
Prayer Meetings, 2 : : 412 499
Number of Schools continued through the year, 1,069 863
Number using National Uniform Lessons, . 1,063 760

In comparing the summary with that of last year, it will
be observed that in every item, save one, there is an increase,
in most instances exceeding that to be expected from the
additional number of schools reporting. The exception
noted is in the number holding Teachers’ Prayer Meetings.
‘We regret this exception in the general advance, believing
most heartily in the promise of the Master to the ““two or
three” gathered in his name. Is this falling off in any
degree to be attributed to the increase of Teachers’ Meetings
for study? May not both be united in many cases, and
thus account for the apparent decrease?

The large increase in the number of conversions calls for
our deepest gratitude to the Lord of the Harvest. Every
county and almost every school has been visited in a greater
or less degree by the gracious Spirit, and an army of young
disciples has been mustered into the service of Immanuel,
through the influence of faithful Sunday School teaching.
May these precious results cheer and stimulate us to higher
and purer work for Jesus.

In preparing the blanks for the schools at the commence-
ment of the year, special effort was made to ascertain the
number of enrolled scholars under and over the age in
which children are admitted to the secular schools of the
State, that we might arrive at some definite idea of the
status of our work in relation to the field it occupies.
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~ From the statistics returned we compile the following
~ table:

S.

ge
Scholars to School

COUNTY.

Whole Number of
Schools in County.
No. of Schools
reporting,
Number of Scholars
reported,

No. of Scholars under,
5 and over 18,
No. of Scholars in

S. S. of school a
in schools reported.
Whole No. of Child-
renin S, S. in
County, (pro rata.)
No. of Children in
County as per State
Census ’74.
Percentage of S.
Population,

|

Atlantic. ... 31 2.026 410 1616/ 1,981 4 865
Bergen 53| 4,626 571 4,055 5,279 9,664
Burlington. . . 40| 6,500 416] 6084/ 95887 15913
Camden 76| 9,103 813 8.1R90| 8,726| 14,569
Cape May.... 23| 1,924 470 1,454 2,218 2,501
Cumberland.. 83| 9,383 21268 7,115 7.959] 10.511
167| 27.911) 38,110| 24.801| 25.256| 43,337
Gloucester.. . . 48/ 3,929 401 3,628| 4.032] 7.511
108 17,768| 1,154| 16,614| 16,614| 50,657
Hunterdon. . . 98| 7,911| 1,645 6,266/ 6,266/ 10,982
Mercer 86 9,498 930| "8 568 8,950| 15513
Middlesex ... 88| 7,828 1.630| 6,198 6.855| 14.049
Monmouth. .. 89 87| 6,771| 1,048] 51723 5,863 15,571
Morris 121] "115 9,759| 2,072| 17,687| 8,088 14,007
48) 47 2741] 470, 2271] 2.320] 4,644
4 78| 10,532| 1,133| 9,309 9,521 16,819
59 45| 38,640 997 - 28681 8767 8831
87 87 6,172| 1,036| 5,136/ 5,136 7,562
75 71| 4,398| 1,452 2,946 2,946 7.640
75 62| 8,607| 1,637 6.970[ 8431| 13,102
90| 72| 7,100 1,452 5,648 6,275 10,962

1,71411,560! 168,1271 24,8951 143,232 156,355/ 298,000

‘In this table we have taken the number of scholars under
five and over eighteen years of age from the entire number
- enrolled, and the fifth column is an exhibit of the school
- population attending the schools reported. Assuming the
~ same ratio for the non-reporting schools, we give in the
sixth column, the number of the school population in
probable attendance in the entire county. We believe the
figures in this column are a very near approximation, for
the non-reporting schools are mostly the smaller schools,
whose number“will not reach the average pro rata. The
last column shows the number of children in 100, between
the ages of 5 and 18, who enjoy the privileges of our Chris-
tian culture.
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We commend this table to the prayerful study of our,
Sunday School workers. While we are rejoicing in the
wonderful success of our work, are we, can we be satisfied
with this startling exhibit before us? Where are the
47 out of every 100 of the children of our State? Are
we content to assume that they are under the care of
Romanists and unevangelical culture? This surely cannot
be, for the largest deficiency is, in most cases, in counties
where the entire community is under evangelical influence.

We earnestly commend this subject to the consideration
of our County Secretaries and Conventions, and fervently
pray that the precious influence of our work may extend,
until we realize the motto of our Association :

ALL THE CHILDREN OF NEW JERSEY FOR JESUS,

Respectfully submitted,

SAMUEL W. CLARK,
Corresponding Secretary.
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ATLANTIC COUNTY.

Your Secretary would report that the Sunday Schools in
Atlantic County are improving in system, but not making as
much spiritual progress as we would desire to see. I have
visited several schools in the county ; they were well attended.
We have organized one Township Sunday School Association
in our county this year. I hope the time may soon come,
when every township and town in Atlantic County will be
organized in like manner. 'We have some very faithful Town-
~ ship Secretaries, who always have their reports in time ; we -
also have a few who never give it a thought. Judging from
the prospects now, I think that next year the reports from the
Township Secretaries will be on hand.

Our Annual Meeting was held on the 20th, 21st and 23d of
October, in Salem M. E. Church, Smith’s Landing. The
Institute was conducted by Rev. L. D. Stultz. The sermon
preached by Rev. G. B. White at the opening was fitting for
the occasion. Some of the brethren who had taken topics
were not present, being detained by sickness, thus acting as
quite a drawback to our meeting, but the Lord filled their
places with others whose names we give: Bros. J. J. Graw,
G. R. Snyder, H. Watson, E. F. Moore, A. Cake. These
gentlemen did themselves credit in the discussion of the
topics, and the impressions made will endear their names to
all those that heard them. Bro.J. Gaskill, pastor of Salem
church, made the closing address, which was full of interest
and power.

Your Secretary will give way for Bro. 8. T. Campion as
next County Secretary for Atlantic County. I cannot be
with you in your meeting at Millville in person, but my heart
is with you in the Sunday School work.

D. H. PITMAN, County Secretary.
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BERGEN COUNTY.

The New Jersey Sunday School Association now issues its
seventeenth call to the several county officers to meet here in
this friendly city in holy convocation with the Sunday School
workers of the country,to transact such business as will re-
dound to the prosperitv of this institution, and increase the
success of Sabbath School instruction in our whole land.
Therzfore in obedience to this call, and as representing the
Sunday School interest of the county of Bergen, I present
myself, and take great pleasure in offering this my report of
the Sunday School work of the year now closed.

' And first of all, in reviewing what has been accomplished,
and with the bright anticipations of the future, we are ready
to acknowledge and rejoice that it is ¢ not by might, nor by
power,” but by the Iloly Spirit’s guidance, whose blessings
defy any estimate and transcend computation, causing our
hearts to expand with gratitude and thankfulness to Ilim for
all the manifold mindfulness and tender care of which we

have been so largely the recipients. IIence we can give thanks

to God to-day for the tokens of Uis blessing and for the
assurance of Ilis acceptance of our best endeavors to do good,
and take fresh courage under the gracious smiles of God’s
providence, thus furthering the great objects of our desire, .
and also the great purposes of God.

It is with great pleasure that we can announce that the
Sunday School workers of our county are certainly increasing
their activities in the right direction, with the use of modern
appliances, International Uniform Lessons, Teachers’ Weekly
Meetings, which cannot be to highly emphasized, musical exercises
with our Sunday School hymnology, the distribution of suit-
able papers, with an organization in many schools of a system-
atic visitation for bringing in children from the streets, who
attend no school but that of immorality, vice and degradation.
Thus are our workers progressing and placing our schools on
a level with the best in the State.

We take the liberty of stating just here, an error often
made by those havingthe charge and management of Sunday
Schools in allowing an impression to prevail that the Sunday
Schools, is only for children. Now,itshould be distinctly un-
derstood that the Sunday School is not entirely and exclusively
for little children, but should be a Bible school for all ages—
adults as well as youth, advanced, intermediate and primary
classes, and so arranged, planned, and carried out in in every’
department, that the aged even as well as youth may be profit-
ed, interested and educated in the great truths of divine
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knowledge, which all, irrespective of age, require to fit them
to be occupants of those blessed mansions beyond the river,
Therefore we hold that it is the duaty of every professing
Christian, young or old, to be found regularly engaged in the
Sunday School, either as an officer, a teacher, or as a scholar.

And may I still further suggest that in lieu of the second
Sabbath Service we have a portion of the afternoon devoted
to the teaching of this Bible school, conducted and led by the
pastor, with the help of the best men and women of the
church, where all classes and conditions can meet to be edu-
cated in the solid truths of eternal life. This, to my mind,
is the great present want of the Sunday School age.

A most encouraging item of this report is the account we
have to record of the success of our Seventeenth Annual
County Association, held at Ilackensack, on Thursday, Nov.
5th. It is plainly visible that these meetings are more and
more appreciated. It was conducted by Rev. B. C. Lippincott,
with his usual tact and ability. Rev. Dr. Romeyn was the
presiding officer. Rev. J. R. Adams, Rev. C. B. Durand,
Rev. 8. N. Bebout, Rev. S. N. Searle, Rev. R. McGonegal,
Rev. L. Mattice, Dr. Van Dyke, Rev. G. A. Magie, Rev. G.
Talmadge, Rev. M. M. Finch, Rev. C. 8. Kellogg, Rev. Dr.
Gordon, Judge Millard, and other Sunday School workers,
took such an active part in the various exercises, that this
Convention has been pronounced the best yet held in our
county.

Our statistical report is also encouraging. ~We have 69
schools in the county—>50 reporting, showing that 200 officers
and 550 teachers are engaged in this good work, of which 475
are church members. There are 4,500 scholars in regular
attendance at these schools, of whom 300 are members ot the
church. We are happy to report 117 hopefal conversions.
For benevolent purposes, we have donated $4,000. The re-
port shows that we are steadily increasing in numbers, in
benevolence, and above all in the conversion of souls into the
Saviour’s fold. ,

Let us then obtain from this encouraging report, that which
will stimulate us to greater activity for the coming year, and
with the true spirit of the Master in our hearts, say:

“No wasted life, my God, shall mine now be;
Hours, days and years filled up with toil for Thee,
I shall not live in vain.”

‘WM., WILLIAMS, County Secretary.
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CAMDEN COUNTY.

At the request of our County Secretary, I make a brief
report for Camden County :

Forty-eight years ago I became a teacher in a Sunday
School in Philadelphia. It was then and thereI obtained my
first love for this work. It was in their teachers’ prayer meet-
ing, conducted by Rev. Geo. Cookman, then pastor of the
church, I made my first public prayer. Here I started in my
public efforts to do good. I afterward became superintendent
of a school, and then a minister of the gospel. And now,
after nearly fifty years, I find my interest in this glorious
cause unabated, nay, more, greatly increased.

How wonderfully the Divine Master has blessed this work !
How marvelously our facilities have increased to carry it on
and forward. Books of instruction, and for our libraries,
periodicals of the most interesting character for the young,
and last, but not least, our uniform lessons, give us the means
of doing good in this field of Christian labor we knew no-
thing about, and could hardly have anticipated, when I first
gave myself to this great interest. 'What fifty years more of
such rapid advancement will accomplish, none may imagine ;
but this we hope for, that the church of our Lord Jesus will
discover, that from this field she gathers her richest harvests.

The good cause was never in a more prosperous condition,
probably, in Camden County, than now. Having the large
city of Camden, with its vigorous churches, as the centre of
operation, the work is going forward grandly. This was seen
in our County Convention we held at Gloucester City, Sep-
tember 29th, conducted by Rev. F. R. Brace, President of
the Association, who always inspires everything with life he
touches. We had a good bill of fare, and well fitted up by
Rev. J. LeFevre, C. B. Stout, Mrs. 8. W. Clark, and other
ministers and laymen, whose hearts are in the work. The
singing was conducted by Prof. 8. Finney, with a perfect
inspiration. There were some most beautiful exhibitions of:
blackboard drawing, that attracted much attention, and were
striking illustrations of the subjects they were intended to
teach. Mrs. Clark did us most excellent service, and greatly
interested our people and scholars. Altogether it was the
most refreshing County Convention I ever attended, and, I
have no doubt, has done as great amount of good. Mr. J.
Earl Atkinson deserves the highest commendation for the
interest he has taken, and continues to do in our county work.
I wish we had in every county in the State as earnest, faithful
workers.

A. K. STREET.
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CAPE'MAY COEUNTY

In addition to our statistical report, we would say :

1st.—There is a gradual increasing interest in our schools,
and a perceptible improvement in their standard of instruction.

2d.—The National Uniform Lessons are very generally
adopted and approved.

3d.—The large number of hopeful conversions reported,
(ninety-nine,) gives us great cause for thanksgiving, and ad-
ditional encouragement to labor earnestly and faithfully for
the conversion of those placed under our instruction.

4th.—Our Institute at Dennisville, conducted by Rev. G. B.
‘White, of Atlantic County, was a success; and it is resolved
to hold it next year at Cape May City.

5th.—The interest felt in the State Association, as the great
centre of the Sunday School work, is every year increasing,
and cordially acknowledged by Sunday School workers of
every name.

J. F. LEAMING, County Secretary.

—

CUMBERLAND COUNTY.

The Sunday School work in Cumberland County is growing
in interest and efficiency; so much so, that every well regu-
lated church feels that it is not only essential, but absolutely
necessary for its growth and success, to have connected with
it, a Sabbath School. And it is apparent the more interest
felt in the church for the advancement of the Master’s cause,
the more complete will be the organization and management
of its Sunday Schools; consequently the largest number of
our Sunday Schools are denominational, union schools flourish-
ing in neighborhoods where there is not enough material to
sustain a denominational school. Yet the Sunday School
work is being carried on very harmoniously and successfully,
and the only strife is, to provoke one another to love and
good works. The number of Sunday Schools reported 90,
enrolling 9,383 scholars, being an increase over last year of
2,106 scholars. The number of hopeful conversions, 418, is
not so large as last year, but almost all the schools report a
few, showing a more general and permanent growth ; as the
large number reported, 455, last year, was the result of revi-
vals in two or three localities.
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There are difficulties still to be overcome. One Township
Secretary reports that two schools in his township had to be
discontinued for the want of superintendents, and another

. gchool in a different part of the county, numbering 58 child-

ren, could hardly be sustained for the lackof qualified teach-
ers;"yet we are confident that these difliculties are becomin
less every year, and since the International Series of Lessons
has been introduced so generally in our Sunday Schools,
there is a decided improvement in the work; teachers feel
more and more the importance of preparing themselves for
teaching, the consequence of which will be a more thorough
biblical instruction imparted to the young.

We have held two County Conventions this year. The
spring or semi-annual meeting was held at Roadstown.
The attendance was large, exercises pleasant, instructive,
and very impressive. The Annunal Meeting was held at
Dividing Creek, on November 4th. Large congregations
were present at all the sessions. It was carried on wholly by
home talent, leaving a good impression in favor of a more
zealous prosecution of the Sabbath School work.

SAMUEL APPLEGIT, County Secretary.

ESSEX COUNTY.

Again do we present our report from old Essex, as regards
the Sunday School work. At the County Convention held
at Bast Orange, October 23d, we reported 171 schools, from
which we have full reports from 167, showing an aggregate
of 27,911 scholars, with over 4,800 officers and teachers— .
an average attendance of over 18,800 scholars, and about 1,000
hopeful conversions during the past year; 55,094 books in their
libraries, valued at over $37,000 ; and about $17,680 reported
for benevolent objects. Owing to the financial disturbances,
the response to the assessments for the County and State Asso-
ciations has not been so liberal as in former years. Many
schools which have before given liberally, this year have given
nothing. Overtwo-thirds of the schools use the Uniform Les-
sons,showing awonderfulimprovementin this particular. Our
Convention was a grand success. At the morning session
the church was full, and in the afternoon many went away
unable to get inside the building. In the evening the Con-
vention adjourned to a large hall, which was speedily filled to
overflowing, when Ilenry Clay Trumbull delivered an address
on “Special Services for Children.”
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The work during the day was given into the hands of the
practical Sunday School men of our county, and every
moment was fully occupied, and the greatest enthusiasm man-
ifested in all parts of the work. We elected Rev. Geo. A.
Peltz, President, and expect much from his known efliciency
in the Sunday School cause.

In view of all, we are enabled to thank God for the measure
of success which has crowned our efforts, and go forward with
the determination to have every nook and corner of the
county brought thoroughly into sympathy and union with the
County and State Association.

JOSEPH D. DOTY, County Secretary.

GLOUCESTER COUNTY.

We have secured reports from eight of our nine townships.
Insome cases these are full ; in other, only partial. The great
obstacle in the way of securing full reports, is the apathy of
the Sunday School superintendentsconcerning organized work.
‘Whatever interest they may take in the schools they superin-
tend, they do not seem to appreciate the value of organized
effort in this work. The Township Secretaries show increas-
ing earnestness and efficiency. We are laboring to perfect
our county organization, and with encouraging tokens of suc-
cess. As a result of this we hope, by the blessing of God, to
reach and elevate the schools.

A gratifying progress, in many respects, is evidenced by
the statistics of the past year. We note the following items:
A larger average attendance of teachers; a larger number
of teachers church members; increase in average attendance
of scholars; larger number of conversions—161 as against
149 the preceding year; and yet we regret to notice that one
entire township, containing nine schools, reports no conver-
sions. As the salvation of the scholars is the great object of
our work, such a fact as this should awaken careful inquiry
as to the cause, and lead to earnest efforts to remedy the defect.

There has been a large increase in the amount contributed
“for benevolent purposes—$1,125.82 against $934 last year.
This is gratifying, for the development of the spirit of benevo-
lence on the part of our scholars should be one of our chief
aims. In fact we might place it next to the salvation of their
souls, There is great improvement in the matter of holding
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the schools through the winter; there are 40 such against 25
last year. Also, in the number using the Uniform Lessons,
33 using them against 21 last year.

These facts lead us to “thank God and take courage.”

ALEX. PROUDFIT, County Secretary.

HUDSON COUNTY.

The Secretary of Hudson County has nothing new or of
special interest to report, but is glad to say that our schools
are growing in interest and numbers—from 61 in 1863 to 105
in 1874, 12 of which are mission. Two-thirds of our num.
ber use the International Lessons, and highly value them—we
think they have increased Bible study from 25 to 50 per cent.
We are not abating our efforts to enlarge and improve our
schools, nor to foster missions where needed. Very many of
our teachers take the helps of the day and devote more time
in preparation for this important work than heretofore,
¢ Bible study and Bible teaching,” is our motto.

We are not insensible to our responsible position, having
about one-eighth of the population of the State within our
county, and are glad to learn by the reports from other coun-
ties, that the attendance of scholars (not Romanish ) at our
schools, is equal to, if not greater than any other county in
our State. Our statistical table shows that we have now
about 1,800 teachers and 17,600 scholars. The contributions
of our schools for benevolent purposes (not used by them )
exceeds $7,000 per annum. Our churches, as such, and
parents too, are taking a deeper interest in the prosperity and
character of our schools.

Considering our field, we are encouraged and moved to in-
creased diligence in our work, looking to Jesus for his con-
tinued presence and blessing.

DAVID M. STIGER, County Secretary.

HUNTERDON COUNTY.

In presenting this my second annual report, I most cheer-
fully acknowledge God’s goodness to us and His blessings on
our efforts as an association of Sunday School workers. And
this we do with more implicit confidence in His promises, if
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possible, than hitherto, because *the Lord hath done great
things for us, whereof we are glad.”

e celebrated the Fourteenth Anniversary of our Sunday
School Association, in the beautiful Methodist Epis. church,
at Mechanicsville, October 14th. The Convention was pre-
ceded the evening before by a praise meeting, held in the
Reformed church near by, conducted by the President of the
Association. At an early hour a large numberjhad gathered
to join in giving praise and thanks to Almighty God for His
abundant blessings on the Association. It proved indeed a
season of refreshing from the Most High. The Holy Spirit
was evidently present, and marked with happy effect the
meeting next day.

The Convention proper was a grand gathering of God’s
hosts, without regard to denomination, in the cause of Sunday
Schools and the salvation of the young.

Dr. C. 8. Conkling, formerly the successful Secretary, and
now the honored President of the Association, prepared with
great care, and presented in his opening address, a chronolog-
1cal chart, covering a period of thirteen years, showing among
other items of interest, that 2,630 hopeful conversions had
been reported, not including the year then just closed. :

A faithful exhibit of the last year’s work was presented ;
our gains and successes for Christ counted up, which will ap-
pear in the following, viz: 97 schools in operation in the
county, of these 89 have sent up their reports, the remaining
eight, or most of them, will yet be obtained in time for print-
ing.

gForty-one schools report 378 hopeful conversions,—27T over
the previous year. The Saviour says, ‘““there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth,”
therefore, at our County-Convention, we claimed the privilege
of rejoicing, thanksgiving and ¢ praising Him from whom all
blessings flow,” over the hopeful conversion of 873 more of
our dear children and youth who have been led to accept the
Saviour, and over whatever other progress we had made
during the past year.

Our increase has been steady, hopeful, and in some of the
items, grand, and therefore report them here as thank-offerings
to God, and for encouragement to the laborers in this depart-
ment of Christian effort.

Gains over last year’s report, viz:

Increase of schools, 5; number of schools reporting, 6;
number of officers, 26; number of teachers, 37; average at-
tendance of teachers, 29; number of teachers church members,
79 ; number of scholars, 851 ; average attendance of scholars,
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589; number of scholars church members, 240; number of
copies of Sunday School papers distributed, 520 ; “evergreen”
schools, 2; number of hopeful conversions, 277.

The following topics were discussed: 1.—How to secure
a better preparation of the lesson on the part of scholars.”
9.« The Sunday School teacher’s office ; its sacredness and
power.” 38.— Temperance; train our children and youth to
habits of total abstinence.” 4.—‘¢Evergreen’ Sunday
Schools, how to increase their number.” 5.— Associated
effort; its efficiency for good, and how shall it be increased.”
6.—< All for Jesus.” The discussions on these topics were
earnest, practical, instructive, and impressive.

A year ago, our county was divided into three Sunday
School Institute Districts.” In two of these divisions Institutes
have been held with good success, and arrangements are now
being made for another Institute in one of the- divisions.
The system of International Uniform Lessons is doing a grand
work for both scholars and teachefs in Hunterdon.

But, in the midst of success and rejoicings, we heard a
voice saying, ‘‘the night cometh,” and we then found it good
for ourselves and eminently just to the missing from our
County Convention, to pause a moment, and offer our tributes
of love to the memory of a dear departed co-laborer, to whom
the night came last March, and our beloved late President,
Rev. Jacob Ferhman, of Iigh Bridge, who fell asleep in
Jesus in the very prime of young manhood and great useful-
ness, to again awake and live and walk and learn in that
city which “ hath no need of the sun.”

We take pleasure here in acknowledging our thanks to the
clergy and lay workers of the county, for effective help ; to the
Township and Borough Secretaries for their timely and
efficient help ; to all the Superintendents, for their prompt
reports; and to the brethren from abroad, who came over and
rendered effective help at our County Convention. Among
them we had the prince of Sunday School workers, C. B.
Stout, whose words of cheer and instruction made an abiding
impression. . Another, was your own honored President of
this Convention, Rev. Jas. LeFevre, whose encouraging
words and “God bless you” are still ringing in our ears.
Another, was Rev. C. Clark, a dear brother and former co-
laborer with us in Hunterdon, but then a delegate from
Somerset, who gave an impressive address, which won for
him many thanks. Another, Rev. Bro. Davis, also. from
Somerset, whose address was cheering to the workers.
Another, Bro. Jos. F. Jaggers, whose inspiring Christian
songs, directing our minds heavenward, added greatly to the
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interest and profit of the meeting. And one more, that father

in Israel, Dr. Doolittle, whose words of rich experience and

abiding faith were listened to with marked attention, when

%welling so happily and impressively on the topic, ¢ Feed my
ambs.”

My thanks also are eminently due and hereby frankly tend-
ered to Dr. C. 8. Conkling, for his cheerful and invaluable
counsel in this noble cause of Sunday School effort.

And now, with our old watchword, we enter upon the work
of another Sunday School year, with light but devoted hearts ;
with free but buoyant hopes and abiding faith, under the
banner of Christ, the Great Teacher, who said “ without me ye
can do nothing ; with me ye can do all things.”

H. E. WARFORD, County Secretary.

MERCER COUNTY.

The Sunday Schools of Mercer County are generally in a
prosperous condition. There are but few schools willing to
take past attainments as a rule for future work. The Bible
as the Book of study is exalted more and more.

The number of perennial (now known as *evergreen ”’)
schools is increasing. Christian zeal, as operated by the
churches, is exploring and possessing the waste places for
Christ, gathering the neglected ones into the Sunday School,
and the increased attendance at the church Sunday School
Anniversary, is evidence of the estimated worth of the Sun-
day School as a part of church work. During the year about
200 souls have been added to the churches. To His name be
all the praise. Through our County Association, by our
faithful Township Secretaries, reports have been given by
nearly all our schools, and contributions amounting to $51.68
from 31 schools, have been made for association work. The
figures presented in the statistical table indicate progress.
We feel assured all our schools will co-operate with the Asso-
ciation, when its aims are better known and presented. The
Fourth Annual Meeting of our County Association was held
in Trenton, September 24th. Your excellent President Le-
Fevre, Rev. Wm. Swan, Charles Godfrey, and C. B. Stout,
were those from without our county who addressed us. Our
pastors very generally attended, and by their counsel and
work, aided in reorganizing the Association, certainly fitting
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it to do more and better work next year. Gen. J.F. Rusling
is President of the Association. Our next annnal Convention
will be held in Trenton the fourth Tuesday in September next.

F. DYE, County Secretary.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY.

The statistical report already furnished from this county,
shows in every column increased figures over last year, there
being 97 schools in operation, with over 1,000 teachers and
about 7,800 scholars, 1,500 being in the infant class; more
than 22,000 volumes in our libraries, representing a value of
over $12,000; 4,746 copies of papers are distributed monthly;
nearly $3,600 given for benevolent objects, though only 87 of
the schools hold teachers’ meetings, and only 59 use the Inter-
national Lessons.

Three of the townships not being reported to your Secretary
in time for this Convention, the figures of last year have been
taken as a basis. Should the Township Secretaries be able to
report before the journal goes to press, there may still be
opportunity for exact results to be stated.

But the best part of this report remains to be given, namely,
the number of hopeful conversions during the past year,
which is found to be 867, more than double the number re-
ported a year ago, and this blessed result may doubtless be
attributed to increased earnestness and greater faith, and may
also prove to be the Divine response to the prayers and efforts
to which your former Secretary exhorted us in the closing
words of his report in 1873.

There have been several interesting gatherings for Sunday
School work during the past year throughout the county,
though many more might have been enjoyed if only the peo-
ple would arouse to the importance of concentrated effort,
so that each would possess the combined knowledge of the
whole.

Among interesting meetings held may be mentioned the
usual Mammoth Grove Meeting at Jamesburg, in August,
the day being very favorable to a large attendance, the time
devoted to platform exercises being most profitably spent in
earnest speeches by earnest workers, interspersed with good
singing, and crowned in the afternoon by an admirable address
from Rev. Joseph T. Duryea, D. D., of Brooklyn.

The Tenth Annual Convention of our County Association
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was held in the Reformed Church at Metuchen, in September,
and was remarkable from the fact that the weather was most
unfavorable, and yet the attendance quite large. All the
speakers promised were on hand, the singing was most spirit-
ed, while the opening address by the President, Rev. W. H.
Campbell, D. D., LL. D., and the closing address by Rev. J.
H. Vincent, D.'D., were such as to well- repay the effort to
face the storm of wind and rain which continued through the
day and evening. Dr. Vincent spoke of “ The three great
moral and religious forces influencing society, namely : The
Home, The Pulpit, and The Sabbath School,” dwelling more
especially Jon ¢ The conditions of success in Sabbath School
Teaching.”

The Rev. R. A. Chalker, who is now our President, opened
the topical discussion of the afternoon, his subject being,
‘“The Model School Teacher,” followed by Rev. L. A. Platts,
Rev. J. W. Hubbard, Rev. J. F. Heileman, Rev. B. S. Everitt,
Rev. B. C. Lippincott, Rev. Mr. Ross, of Va., Rev. G. 8.
Plumley, Rev. Silas E, Weir, Hon. J. D. Buckelew, Messrs.
C. B. Stout, J. D. Doty, and others; the additional subjects
being “Duty of Parents to the Sabbath School,” ¢The
Teachers’ Duty and their need of sympathy with the Children,”
¢“The Early Conversion of Children.”

The next Annual County Convention will be held at South
Amboy, in September, 1875.

Itis thought by such means as are afforded at these Conven-
tions of the different counties, both annual and occasional,
that a constantly increasing love for the work will be promoted,
and in this belief I take the present opportunity to urge upon
the communities throughout my county, the frequent assem-
bling in neighborhood Conventions and Institutes, using local
talent mainly, which in most cases will prove sufficient to
insure success, both as regards self-culture and preparation, .
and the good results sure to follow in the surrounding districts.

JUDSON H. GILBERT, Oounty Secretary.

MONMOUTH COUNTY.

Increased interest is being manifested in the work. Sun-
day School Meetings, Adult Bible Classes, the use of the
Blackboard, the attendance of the parents, and the helping
hand of the heretofore slumbering pastors, give evidence of

7 \
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increased power and new life. Arrangements are being
made for the holding of District Meetings and Institutes for
the coming year. One township has failed to report.

J. K. MANNING, County Secretary.

MORRIS COUNTY.

The Twelfth Annual Meeting of the Morris County Sab-
bath School Association was held in Mendham, September
2d, 1874, at which many of our noble band of workers in the
Master’s cause were present to make the day one of interest
and profit. It was grateful to the Secretary to be able to
report that the work has been prosperous and profitable in the
county during the past year. New schools have been opened,
and an increased zeal and activity manifested. Through the
exertions of our committee on Superintendents’ and Teachers’
Councils, aided by their faithful County Missionary, very few,
if any, of our schools have been allowed to ¢ freeze up” dur-
ing the winter, and notone of our 121 schools answered “no ”
to the question do you ¢ Have school all the year?”” though
from 6 no regular report was received; and we have reason
to believe that all are in continued operation during the entire
year.

We have 9,759 scholars reported, (about 400 more than
last year,) of whom 1,338 are church members ; and we were
rejoiced to learn, that through the Divine blessing on the
faithful efforts of pastors, superintendents and teachers, 677
of our scholars are numbered as having given their hearts to
Jesus in the past year.” This is the great end to which our
labors should be directed, the salvation of our children; and
if this becomes, to a large extent, the result of our efforts,
our Sabbath Schools are indeed a success and a power for
good in the land. If we fall short of this, and content our-
selves with simply teaching virtuous principles and moral
precepts—important though this is—but fail to press home
the need of ¢ repentance toward God and faith in our Lord
Jesus Christ,” we fail to accomplish the great result which
Sabbath Schools are so admirably calculated to attain—the
saving of immortal souls.

The topics considered at our annual meeting were: 1st—
Teachers’ responsibility and how to meet it. 2d—Temper-
ance in the Sabbath School. 3d—Singing in the Sabbath
School.  4th—The Sabbath School for the old as well as for
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the young; the discussions of which were very interesting
and profitable to those present, §

We thank God and take courage, feeling that a good work
is being done, and that our Sunday schools are a blessing to
many, many families in our county.

GEO. E. RIGHTER, County Secretary.

——

OCEAN COUNTY.

This has been a year of increase in work through the
- county; 12 new schools have been formed, and we are able to
report a greater number of schools. You will see by the re-
port, that we have now 52 schools, 44 of which have reported.

God has blessed us in gathering converts into His church
on earth, which we hope to nieet in heaven. As you will see,
we reported 267 conversions ; and I think if we had all the
reports in, it would number over 800, Truly God is good;
let all the earth praise Him.

We met at Tuckerton this year by consent of the State
Executive Committee, in a Convention, on the 15th and 16th
of October, and had a blessed meeting. We felt the Saviour
was there, and we shall long remember the kindness of the
friends at Tuckerton, and wish the State Convention could
see their way clear to allow them to join us in our county
organization, permanently. It is thought that we had a
better Convention this year than last. The Convention was
carried on by home talent, with the exception of W. F. Sher-
1win, of Newark, who is well qualified for the profession he
has chosen, and hope we may have him with us again.

A. JAMESON, County Secretary.

PASSAIC COUNTY.

They who re-assemble at an Annual Meeting of the N. J.

8. 8. Association, may be compared to the faithful Jews, who

In ancient times went up yearly to the feast at Jerusalem.

For to those who have atfended these gatherings, they have

been times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. We

are told that ““ As iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth
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the countenance of his friend.” We can say, “ And in this
mountain shall the Lord of Hosts make unto all people a
feast of fat things; a feast of wines on the lees; of fat things
full of marrow; of wines on the lees well refined.”

We know that every child of God will rejoice to hear of
the conversion of souls. We are happy to relate, that the
showers of Divine grace have fallen upon some of our schools,
and 432 hopeful conversions have been reported this year.
One school has reported 99; another 40; another 85, ete.
Let us thank God and take courage, and hope in His convert-
ing power for a greater work in the future.

The Sunday Schools in Passaic are in a good working con-
dition throughout the entire county, in which there are 74
schools, and statistics have been received from 73, only one
school unreported. It was not the fault of the Secretary
that that school was left out, as he labored with the same
commendable zeal, as did the other Secretaries, to obtain a
report from every school in his township.

During the year two interesting County Conventions have
been held. At the Semi-Annual, at the North Reformed
Church in Passaic, on June 2d, an able address was delivered
in the afternoon, by the Rev. Mr. Heywood, of Paterson,
followed by a free interchange of views and opinions relating
to the great work and the laborers engaged in it. In the
evening of that day, Rev Geo. Mingins, Superintendent of
the New York Mission Schools, gave an elaborate address on
“Sunday School Work, its importance and results,” and Rev.
William H. Clark, of the Reformed Church in Paterson, an
address on ¢ Order in the Sunday School.” The cause of
temperance and the use of tobacco were not quite forgotten
on that occasion. At the Annual Meeting at the First Bap-
tist Church in Paterson, on October 22d, officers were elected
for the ensuing year, and addresses were delivered by Rev.
Charles 8. Coit, of the Methodist Church in Paterson, subject :
“ How shall we promote the most effectual Bible study among
the pupils;” by Rev. E. C. Hood, of the Presbyterian Church
of Passaic, subject: ¢ Music in the Sunday School as a means
of grace;”” by J. A. Owen, of the Methodist Church of
Rutherford Park, subject, “ The influence of Sunday Schools
on our homes;” by Rev. Dr. Banvard, of the First Baptist
Church of Paterson, subject: ¢The influence of Sunday
Schools on the community.” The silent power of these meet-
ings, we trust, will excite the teachers to greater diligence in

‘We have more schools and a larger number of scholars re-
ported this year than in any former year. The Uniform
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1I;e:ssoms grow in popularity as their real worth becomes better
nown.

The question in our circular, “ What is the greatest want
of your school,” has attracted the attention of many Superin-
tendents, who have almost unanimously replied, ¢ Teachers.”

This reply ought to be studied by all who love the Lord.
Jesus Christ, and are not engaged in this useful work.

A. STOUTENBOROUGH, County Secretary.

SALEM COUNTY

The Sunday School cause in Salem County is a matter of
great importance. Even those who, to all appearance, take
little or no interest in the church, allow their children to at-
tend Sabbath School. What a fine field for Christian labor !
paying well for the amount of work done. But how few
are willing to become interested. Those willing to work in
the Sunday School are of two classes. First, the children
brought up there, and those who have become so accustomed
to attend every Sabbath that they feel out of place elsewhere ;
second, those persons who feel it to be a religious duty, and

“ who attend regularly in hope of being able to do something
for the Master’s cause.

My dear fellow traveler on life’s pathway, are we entirely
satisfied with what we are doing? Are we making the world
‘any better by our living in it? Ts ourinfluence always direct-
ed for good? How stands the account? If we have not
measured up in the past, if we are not measuring up now, let
not one moment pass with duty unperformed. What a broad
field of labor before us, and we are responsible for our portion
of it. Let us, then, act well our part, and we will find, when
life’s career is about winding up, that we have not done too
much.

Our County Convention, although held on a stormy day,
was very interesting, and proved a success.

J. R. LIPPINCOTT, County Secretary.




102
SOMERSET COUNTY.

In making my report for our county, it gives me great
pleasure to say that the work of the Sunday School is highly
prized by the inhabitants of Somerset, a county noted for its
churches, its interest in large Bible gatherings; and from
the numbers attending the Sunday School Convention, yearly,
we have the assurance of their interest in, and love for, the
Sunday School cause.

Our last Convention was held in Somerville; and while not
so large a gathering as on former occasions, owing to a change
of place at a late day, yet it was, I think, one of our best and
most profitable meetings. Our county is well organized, and
almost every locality has its Sunday School, so that all who
wish may enjoy the advantages arising therefrom.

Our Township Secretaries gather the needed information
for the County Secretary not only, but yearly visit the Sunday
Schools, to encourage and assist them by their presence, ad-
vice and counsel, so that this year all the schools in the county
are heard from ; and we find we have many faithful teachers,
. who, by their teachings, examples and prayers, are exerting
an influence for good upon their scholars in the different
Sunday Schools. Long may their lives and health be spared
to them to continue in this good work.

From the different schools we learn that they have valued
libraries, and from the sifting process of the few years past,
we now find our libraries filled with works of interest and
profit to the scholars.

This year we have been called to mourn the loss of one of
our most active and faithful Sunday School men, who was
lately one of the Vice-Presidents of this Association, and one
year since one of the Executive Committee. I refer to the
Rev. Stephen L. Mershon, of Middlebush, who was taken
away in the strength of his manhood, in a sudden and unex-
pected moment, and under peculiar circumstances, thus mak-
ing a breach among our number of workers not only, but
leaving a large family of children without a parent, and a
people who loved him, without a minister. May weall, both
as ministers and teachers, heed the warning, and work while
the day lasts, for the night will soon come upon us, when no
one can work.

Our statistical table shows that in the year past, God has
not left us without a witness that e owns and blesses our
labors, for the number of conversions this year is the largest,
I think, we have ever reported; so that while we may lose
friends and workers in the Sunday School, Jesus lives, the
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King in Zion, and gives the Holy Spirit to quicken the truth
taught, to the salvation of our children in the morning of
their lives. Thus in our day, He says to us as His disciples;
“Suffer little children to come unto Me, for of such is the
kingdom of heaven.” Precious sight, to see our children and
Sunday School scholars consecrating the morning of their
life to that Saviour who died for their salvation. Oh, may
multitudes of them this year be saved, and His name shall
have all the praise.

May we all continue faithful, and go forth sowing broadcast
precious seed, so that when our work is done, and the Master
calls us hence, we shall have many sheaves, golden sheaves,
as the fruit of our labors, and in that day say, ¢ Here, Lord,
am I, and these are the souls thou hast given me.”

PETER A. VOORHEES, County Secretary.

SUSSEX COUNTY.

Our report does not indicate the progressthat we desire,
but we believe that the Sunday School cause is really progress-
ing, and that plans have been inaugurated this year that will

show good results in the years to come.

A few new schools have been organized, but a larger num-
ber have been suspended, though in some instances the sus-
pension has been caused by the remodeling or rebuilding of
school houses, so that when completed the accommodations
will be enlarged and the schools will be resumed with better
prospects than before. A few have failed for the want of
officers and teachers, a cause that ought to be removed at once
by the churches in the vicinity. Itis a painful fact that after
all our efforts, there are so many children in our county who
attend no Sunday School. We send from our churches
thousands of dollars to instruct and Christianize the heathen,
while in our county there are hundreds of children whose
religious training is but little better.

The report of the Superintendent of public schools for 1873
gives the number of children between the ages of 5 and 18 in
Sussex, to be 7,652, while the returns from the Sunday Schools
for the same year, numbering the children of all ages, did
not exceed 4,000, and the returns for the present year indicate
still less. Allowing considerable for imperfect statistics, we
have the startling fact pressed upon us that 3,000 or more
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children of our county attend no Sunday School, and probably
have little or no religious instruction.

The great question of to-day is, how shall we reach these
thousands of neglected children growing up in comparative
ignorance of -the way of life? Our geographical situation is
unfavorable, these rural districts are sparsely settled, the
churches are far distant from each other, and experience
has shown that these churches have been unable or unwilling
. to spare workers from their own fields to go out and gather
those lost lambs and lead them to the good Shepherd. In view
of this destitution and the painful fact that only about one-third
of our schools continue through the winter, we, as an Associa-
tion, ought to employ a Sunday School missionary to canvass
the county atleast from three to six months of the year, organ-
ize new schools, strengthen the weak ones, hold Township
Institutes, visit parents and children, and strive to excite a
greater interest in the religious culture of the young. This
plan has worked with gratifying success in Morris county,
where twenty-four schools were re-opened after closing for
the winter, and the attendance and interest was found to be

reater than that in summer.

The seal of the Master has been set upon those self-deny-
ing labors in the conversion of 600 children the past year,
about four times the usual number. ¢ He that goeth forth
and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” ‘We need
not curtail our usual contributions to other Christian work,
but if we must, how can our money be better expended than
in caring for these neglected children, for whom the Christian
people of this county ought to feel responsible? Let us fully
consider this question. How soon will these children take
our places, to guide and mould for good or evil our educational
and spiritual interests 2 Could these children and youth thus
be trained to Christian activity, how would these struggling
churches be strengthened, and the tide of evil now rushing
upon us like a flood be turned aside. Shall we not gladly
ghare in the toil and labor of such glorious work, that we may
rejoice in the Master’s smile here, and at last receive His wel-
come, “ Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”

Our annual Convention was held at Newton, September 8d.
With our own best workers, State Secretary Clark and J.
Bennet Tyler, we had a very interesting and profitable meet-
ing. Our attention is now principally directed to Township
Institutes. Six have been held very successfully during the
year. The County Secretary and Institute Committee met in
these Institutes the children and parents, pastors and teachers,
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and spent a day and evening in the discussion of practical
topics, teaching moral lessons, and answering questions. The
result is that a genuine enthusiasm in the Sunday School work
1s created, and in nearly all cases a township organization is
effected, the object of which is to hold similar Institutes in
the out districts, and if possible to keep all the schools open
during the wihter. We purpose thus to visit evey township
in the county, and with God’s blessing we hope to stimulate
many who are now indifferent to become earnest and active
workers in this glorious work.

H. J. RUDD, County Secretary.

UNION COUNTY.

The statistical reports from the different townships show no
decrease in the number of schools, nor in the average attend-
ance of scholars. The school sessions are held all the year
round, and weekly teachers’ meetings in nearly every school.
The county organization has not yet been put in practical
operation, and perhaps to this may be attributed the absence
of amore general enthusiasm in Associational matters.

The Sunday School work in this county is pushed more by
denominational movements than by wunion organizations. The
field is small, but well occupied, as there are a sufficient
number of schools to accommodate the young, and a large pro-
portion of the children and adults attend upon religious in-
struction. While there are no waste places, there is still room
for school enthusiasm among the scholars, and for an increase
of teaching ability among the teachers. More visitation by
the Secretary, the holding of township and county Conven-
tions, and the consultation and co-operation of all Sunday
School workers during the ensuing year, may fully compen-
sate for past deficiencies.

0. B. LEONARD, County Secretary.




IN MEMORIAM.

Amid the congratulations with which we hailed
each other in this our annual gathering, and the joy
which we have felt in view of our success, a shade has
come over our hearts. Three of our worthy and
esteemed co-workers in the Sunday School cause have
fallen by death—fallen at their post and with their
armor on. \

Rev. STEPHEN L. MERsHON, of Middlebush, Som-
erset county, lately one of the Vice-Presidents of this
Association, and but one year since a member of the
Executive Committee, was carried away suddenly and
very unexpectedly, under peculiar -circumstances.
He was cut down in the midst of his strength and of
his manhood. He leaves a large family without an
earthly father, and a church and people who loved him,
without a pastor. He was one of the most active
and faithful Sunday School workers, and his loss is
sincerely mourned by the community.

Rev. JAcoB FEnrMAN, pastor of the Reformed
church, at High Bridge, Hunterdon county, has also
gone to his reward. He wasa man of high moral and
spiritual culture, and intensely devoted to the Sunday
School work, at home and throughout the county.
While maturing plans for its development, the Master
said, ‘It is enough, come up higher,”” thus admonish-
ing us to work while it is day, for the night cometh
when no man can work.

%
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Rev. MiLes Sanrorp, D. D., pastor of the First
Baptist church in Salem, Salem county, died suddenly
on the 31st of October. He had been suffering from
disease for some little time, but was apparently im-
proving. One Sabbath he had been out of his pulpit
by reason of physical prostration, but having recover-
ed so far as to be able to sit up, and possessing a
constitution which had rejected disease hitherto, he
indulged the hope that in a few days more he might
be permitted again to resume his loved labor. Neither
did he nor his companion think of his departure fifteen
minutes before the sad event occurred. So sudden
was it that no word escaped him. He quietly slept in
Jesus.

Having been appointed one of the speakers for this
Convention, he set his heart on being here, and
indulged the fond hope that at this time he might be
permitted to speak for Jesus, if not soomer. In this

he was disappointed. Ten days before the assembling
of this Convention, he passed up to join the general
assembly, and the church of the first born, on high.

A number of the superintendents and teachers have
also gone to meet the reward of their labors. Though
they have sown in tears, they already reap in joy.
Thus we are all solemnly admonished, ‘‘Be ye also

ready.”
W. H. PEARNE,
J. B. CAMPBELL,
" PETER A. VOORHEES,
Committee.
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COUNTY AND TOWNSHIP SECRETARIES.

1874-5.

ATLANTIC COUNTY.

Somers T. @aMpIoN, Smith’s Landing, County Secretary.

Townships. Township Secretaries. Post Office Address.
Absecom, - - F. A. CROACH, - ¢ Absecom.
Atlantic City, - IrviNG LEE, - - Atlantic City.
Buena Vista, - AMBROSE PANCOAST, Pancoastville.
Egg Harbor, - J. W. SMITH, - - Bargaintown.
Egg Harbor City, P. H. Garp, - - Egg Harbor City.
Galloway, - C. GARRISON, - Port Republic.
Hamilton, - - W. FOSTER, - May’s Landing.
Hammonton, - e PL H. BROWN,: - Hammonton.
Mullica, - - B. B. Douecnry, - Pleasant Mills.
Weymouth, - - SAMUEL DARE, - - Estillville.

BERGEN COUNTY.
ProF. Wu. Winniams, Hackensack, County Secretary.

Englewood, - - GARRET VANDERBECK, - Englewood.
Franklin, Isaac WORTENDYKE, Hackensack.
Harrington, Paun PowLESs, - - Norwood.
Hohokus, H. CLaIr, - - Hohokus.
Lodi, - ROBERT GILLHAM, - Lodi.
Midland, Wu. A. K1pp, - Hackensack.
Barbadoes, - ‘Ww. 8. ZABRISKIE, - Hackensack.
Palisades, ‘WM. FIDLER, - Tenafly.
Ridgefield, CHARLES SPRINGER, - Fairview.
Union, - HeNRrY V. GILBERT, Rutherford Park.
Saddle River, GILBERT ACKERMAN, Hackensack.
Washington, Jacos H. HaLn, - - Park Ridge.

BURLINGTON COUNTY.

Joun MorcAN, Palmyra, County Secretary.

CAMDEN COUNTY.
J. Earn AtxinsoN, Camden, County Secretary.

Camden City, - - B.W. PiERCE, - - Camden.
Centre, - CuARrLES Huaa, - - Haddonfield.
Delaware, - T. W. WILKINSON, - - 519 Arch 8t., Phila.
Gloucester, J. G. EDWARDS, - - Blackwoodtown.
Haddon, - - IFIEV. Levi HERR, - - Haddonfield.
ERBERT EARL ATKINSON,
Stockton, . { JAMES NEIL STETSON, Oomitis
Union, - - T. F. FINNEY, - - Gloucester City.
‘Waterford, C. RowLIN SMITH, - - Berlin.
Winslow, - - J. A. GARTON, - Tansboro.
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CAPE MAY COUNTY.
Dr. J. F. LeaMiNg, Cape May Court House, County Secretary.

Townships. Township Secretaries. Post Office Address.
Cape May County, - GErorcE W. Smitm, - - Cape May City.
Dennis, - - - JosepH R. WILSON, - Dennisville.
Lower, - - - C.C. REEVE, - - - Cold Spring.
Middle, - - - Rozperr R. THOMPSON, - Goshen.
Upper, - - - Younes CorsoN, - - Seaville.

CUMBERLAND COUNTY.
SAMUEL APPLEGET, Bridgeton, County Secretary.
Bridgeton, 1st Ward, MicHAEL RYNACK, - Bridgeton.

8 d gt J. DanrorTH FITHIAN, - &

£ adyr ¢ JonN WesrcorT, - B ¢
Commercial, - - Dgr. Cuas. BUTCHER, - b
Deerfield, E - ELMER 8. BIDDLE, - Deerfield.
Downs, - - - HARRisoN PErRRY, - - Dividing Creek.
Fairfield, - - JEHIEL WESTCOTT, - Cedarville.
Greenwich, - - Frank H. LEaMING, - - Greenwich,
Hopewell, - - Joseru C. BoweN, - Shiloh.
Landis, - - - - Dr.T.B. WeLcH, - - Vineland.
Maurice River, - WM. CHAMPION, - - Dorchester.
Millville, - - - JounN A. WRIGHT, - - Millville.
Btoe Creek, - -  JomN B. HoFFMAN, - Shiloh.

ESSEX COUNTY.
W. B. WiLkiNsoN, Newark, County Secretary.
Newark, - -  AAroNDavis, - - - Newark.

ok - - - ELRANAH DRAKE, - - i

B - i T ECMUATBRAYCE - - $t

5 G ARgNRs e WML, EDGR SO 020 & e

S - - - C. M. Hivr, - - - 48

“ - - - GEo. H. ANDREWS, - .

i - - LEOPOLD AIGLETINGER, - 5
Belleville, - - - Huem HoLmErs, - - Belleville.
Bloomfield, - -  E.S. Norrmrop, - - Bloomfield.
Montclair, - - = A. O. VAN LENNEP, - Montclair.
Livingston, - -  P.H. HarrIsox, - - Livingston.
Caldwell, - - - Cuas. B. GouLp, - - Caldwell.
Clinton, - =¥ = JosepH G. WARD, - - Clinton.
Orange, - - + - ANDREW Mason, - - Orange.
East Orange, - - Ww. H. Lurr, - - - East Orange.
South Orange, - .- JounT. CLARk, - - South Orange.
Millburn, - - L. W. BADGER, - - Millburn.
Franklin, - - - B.N. Magsg, e Franklin,

GLOUCESTER COUNTY.
Rev. A. Prouprrr, Clayton, County Secretary.

Clayton, - - CHAS. F. FIsLER, - - Clayton.
Deptford, - - - M. Ware Scorr, - - ‘Woodbury.
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Townships. Township Secretaries. Post. Office Address.
Franklin, ALEX. SLOAN, - Newfield.
Greenwich, JaMEs M. Rog, - - Paulsboro.
Harrison, Wu. S. MATTSON, - Harrisonville.
Mantua, - CHARLES F. MOFFATT, - Bainsboro.
Monroe, - H. K. BUGBEE, - - Williamstown.
Woolwich, JouN LEROY, - - - Swedesboro.
Washmvton, TmoMAS ALLEN, - Hurffville.

HUDSON COUNTY.
D. M. STIGER, Jersey City, County Secretary.

Hudson City, - - C.C.Crare, - - - Hudson City.
Bayonne, H. C. SELVAGE, - Bergen Point.
Hoboken, - RrcEARD R. GREEN, Hoboken.
Jersey City, C. C. CLARE, - - Hudson City.
4 b W. G. FLEMING, Jersey City.

< J. S. HowELL, o «

— J. W. Cosap, -

L ‘Ww. H. SurroN, -

s - C. H. REYNOLDS, - -

HUNTERDON COUNTY.
H. E. Warrorp, Frenchtown, County Secretary.

Alexandria, - - P.8. KUGLER, - - - Frenchtown.
Bethlehem, - NATHAN TERRABERRY, New Hampton,
Clinton, - Bexsamin E. Youne, Annandale.
Clinton Borough N. W. VooRrHEES, - Clinton.
Delaware, - GeorGE W. RUNEK, - Stockton.

East Amwell, - D. WILLIAMSON, - Ringoes.
Franklin, - HeNRY 8. TRIMMER, - Quakertown.
High Bridge, E. T. Woop, - - High Bridge.
Kingwood, Geo. W. LEQUEAR, - Baptistown.
Lebanon, ELEAZER SMITH, - Clarksville.
Lambertville, A. H. HoLcoMs, - Lambertville.
Raritan, - GEORGE W. ABEL, - Flemington.
Readington, Davip DAvis, - Whitehouse.
Tewkesbury, - ArTaUR B. Norr, - New Germantown.
Union, WirLiam EGBERT, - Pattenburg.
West Amwell - JoserpH Q. FARLEY, - Lambertville.

MERCER COUNTY,
FrANKLIN DYE, Trenton, County Secretary.

North Trenton, - - WiLLiAM B. ALLEN, - Trenton.

South Trenton, G. M. HoweLn, - gt

Lawrence, - - JOHN GORDAN, - Lawrence Station.
Washington, - E. T. DANSER, = ‘Windsor.
Hopewell, - - D. E. Upy, - Pennington.
Ewing, - - E. 8. McILVAINE, - Trenton.
Hamilton, - R. H. Wrst, - - Hamilton Square.
‘West Windsor, REV. A. L. ARMSTRONG,-  Dutch Neck.
Princeton, - REv. WiLLIAM HARRIS, Princeton.

East Windsor. JonN M‘MuRrRAN, - -~  Hightstown.
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MIDDDESEX COUNTY.

J. L. GILBERT, Metuchen, County Secretary.

Townships.
New Brunswick,

North Brunswick, -

East Brunswick, -
South Brunswxck
Woodbridge, -
Raritan, - - -
Plscataway, - -
Perth Amboy, -
South Amboy, - -
Madison, - -
Monroe, - - -
Cranbury, - -

Township Secretaries.
Stras E. WEIR,
JoHN EvVANs, - -
BENJ. WHITNEY
CHaAs. EVERITT, -

T. HARVEY MORRIS JR.
Rev. N. 1 MCBOGART

Hon. A. L. Runyon,
S. G. G'ARRETSON, -
REv. R. J. BUR’I‘T
HENRY WL, . -
T. WiLToN HILL
PETER R, BERGEN

Rev. J. K. MaNNING, Keyport,

Atlantic, - - -
Eatontown, - =
Freehold, - -
Holmdel, - - -
Howell, - - -
Manalapan =i Bl
Marlboro,
Matawan - - B
Mlddletown - -
Millstone, - - -
Ocean, - - -
Raritan, - - -
Shrewsbury, - -

.Upper Freehold -

Wall, - -

GEORGE E.

Boonton, - -
Chatham, - - -
Chester, - - -
Hanover - - >
Jeﬂ'erson, - S
Mendham, - - -
Montville, - &
Morris, - - -
Mount Olive, - -
Pagsaic, - = -
Pequannock, - &
Randolph, - - B
Rockaway, - o
Roxbury, - = =
Washington, - -

WM. STATESIR, JR.
H. Mogrgrs, - -
JAMES J. CONI\OB,
J. 8. GurNsEY, -
L. 8. Irwin, -
GARRET FIRMAN, -
JOBN BAIRD, -
DB STRONG -
H.V: JENKINS
Josepu T. HAWSTEN
JAamEs T. ConNELLY,
W, BEviN, - -
C. D. WARNER,

S. WiLLIAMS, -
(054 )" DOWNS -

MORRIS COUNTY.

MONMOUTH COUNTY.

Post Office Address.

New Brunswick,
Milltown.

New Brunswick.,
Dayton.
Woodbridge.
Metuchin,
Dunellen.

Perth Amboy.
South Amboy.
Spottswood.
Jamesburg,
Cranbury.

County Secretary.

Colt’s Neck.
Eatontown,
Freehold,
Holmdel.
Turkey.
Manalapan,
Marlboro.
Matawan.,

New Monmouth.
Perrineville,
Long Branch.
Keyport.

Red Bank.
Allentown,
Squan Village.

RrerTER, Parsippany, County Secretary.

8. L. GARRISON, -
Joun W. TOMPKINS

REv. B. F. BRADFORD
A. 8. HoppINg, -

W. B. LEBEVRE -
Rev.I. W. COCHRAN

ABrAM C. Vax DUYNE

GEo. E. VooRHEES,
Davip A. NICHOLAS

GEORGE F. SCHoFIELD

Joun F. Posr, -
A. P. PERINE, -
J. WRIGHT BRUEN,
A. R. Rigas, -

Boonton.
Chatham.,
Chester.
Hanover.
Hurdtown.
Mendham,
Pine Brook.
Morristown.
Flanders.
New Vernon.
Pompton,
Dover.
Rockaway.
Drakesville,

Rev. L. L STOUTENBOROUGH Schooley’s Mountain.
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OCEAN COUNTY.

A. JaMESoN, Bricksburg, County Secretary.

Townships. Township Secretaries. Post Office Address.
Brick, - - 8. F. BLACKMAN, - Bricksburg.
Dover, - A. C. MARTIN, - Tom’s River.
Earrleswood Rev. J. 8. PALKER - Eagleswood.

J ackson JuL1ius FosTER, - Bricksburg.
Lacey, - Rev. W\ M. OGBORN Cedar Creek.
Manchester, Rev. J. MereDpITH, Manchester.
Plumstead, Hon. Gro. D. HORNER New Egypt.
Stafford, - Rev. T. W. CLARK, Mannahawkin,
Union, Wi Coss, - - Barnegat.

PASSAIC COUNTY.
. SrouTENBOROUGH, Paterson, County Secretary.

Paterson, - A, STOUTENBOROUGH, - Paterson.
Manchester ALBERT BERDAN, - Paterson.
Wayne, - ALBERT BERDAN - - Paterson.
Pompton - REv. Jas. E. BERNART Pompton,
West Milford, BenNJ. CooLEY, - - West Milford.
Acquackanonck WiLLiamM A. WiLLARD, Passaic.
Little Falls, - REv. G. H. Vaxn NES’I‘A Little Falls.

SALEM COUNTY.
J. R. LrepiNcorr, Salem, County Secretary.

Elsenboro’, - - Morris Fowser, - -

Lower Alloways Creek JiB: WILLIAMSON

Lower Penn’s Neck, - M. PETERSON, - -

Mannington, - - GEORGE W, SHEPHEBD

P1lesurove - Rev. C. BRIDGEMAN,

thtsvrove - - JAacoB WyCK, - Palatine,
Qumton - SAMUEL PATRICK - Quinton,
Upper Alloways Creek CHARLES R, AYRES Allowaystown.
Upper Penn’s Neck, - S.R. Leap, -

Upper Plttsgtove - Exocu MAYHEW - Daretown.
Salem, - - CaLes WHEELER - Salem.

SOMERSET COUNTY.
Rev. J. LEFEVRE, Raritan, County Secretary.

Bedminster, - WiLsur F. WiLspx, - Pluckamin,
Bernards, CALVIN SMrTH, © - Baskingridge.
Branchburg, JonN VossELER - South Branch.
Brldcewater - Lewis D. Coox, - Bound Brook.
Franklm - PETER A. VOORHEES, Franklin Park.
Hlllsborough - DANIEL STRYKER, - Harlingen.
Montgomery, JosepH H. VOORHEES Rocky Hill.
North Plainfield, Dr. LEwis Crarg, - North Plainfield.
Warren, - - Dr. LEwis CRAIG, B North Plainfield.
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REV.
Townships.

Andover,
Byram, -
Frankfort,
Green, -
Hampton,
Hardiston,
Lafayette,
Montague,
Newton,
Sandyston,
Sparta,
Stillwater,
Vernon,
Wallpack,
‘Wantage,

Clark, -
Cranford,
Elizabeth,
Linden,

114
SUSSEX COUNTY.

Township Secretaries.

ALBERT PUDER, -
REV. J. J. CRANE, - -
0. S. BOWMAN, -
WirLiam H. HART, -
HARRY STRUBEL, -
Joux L. BRowN, - -
A, B, COBRy:..- =

Rev. W. E. TURNER -
D. R. HeLr, . - -
RusLiNG DOWN - -
JoB CorEY, -
‘WiLLiAM P, COURSEN, -
GrorcE RHODES, -
JomnN S. SmITH, - -
GeorGE W. Cog, -

UNION COUNTY.

J. B. WoopwaRrp, Lafayette, County Secretary.

Post Office Address.

Andover.
Stanhope.
Branchville.
Huntsville.
Pleasant Valley.
Hamburg.
Lafayette.
Montague.
Newton.
Laytons.
Sparta.
Fredon.
Glenwood.
Flatbrookville.
Deckertown.

0. B. LEoNARD, Plainfield, County Secretary.

New Providence, -
Plainfield, -

Rahway,

Springfield,

Summit, -

Westfield, -

Union, -

Allamuchy,
Belvidere,
Blairstown,
Franklin,

Frelinghuysen,

Greenwich,
Harmony,
Hardwick,

Hackettstown,
Independence,

Knowlton,
Hope, -
Lopatcong,
Mansfield,
Oxford,

Phillipsburg
Pahaquarry,
Washington, -
‘Washington Borough

N. G. F0oSTER, - -
Dr. AroxNzo PETTIT,

‘W. M. CRANE, - -
James F. WesTON, -

O. B. LEONARD, - -
Pror. C. W, SANDERS,
D. H. CooLEY, - -
C. N. BEEBE, - -
RoBERT R. STREET, -

WARREN COUNTY.

G. H. AYREs, - -
A. B. SEARLES, -
CHARLES E. VAL, - -
Joux~ FrrTs, - -
AAroN N. ALLEN, - -
C. D. BARBER, - -
JosepH KocH, - -
CHARLES E. VAL, -
E. H. OsmUN, - -
A. C. HowELL, - -
W. HEMINGWAY,
SinAs GIBBS, - -
‘W P. SHINER,
Wy KARR, - -
H. A. KINGSBURY,
S. M. TEEL, - -
JacoB W. WELTER, -
Wa. M. STIRES, -
James M. SmitH, - -

1
'

Cranford.
Elizabeth.
Roselle.

New Providence.
Plainfield.
Rahway.
Summit.
Westfield.
Union,

. Coox, Washington, County Secretary.

Allamuchy.
Belvidere.
Blairstown.
‘Washington.
Paulina.
Stewartsville.
Brainard.
Blairstown.
Hackettstown.
Vienna.
Hainesburg.
Hope.
Phillipsburg.
Karrville.
Oxford.
Phillipsburg.
Millbrook.
Washington.

" Washington.
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NOTE EXPLANATORY.

The difference between the totals in the Recapitulation
and those given in the Corresponding Secretary’s Report
is explained by the fact that in one or two reports altera-
tions and additions were made by County Secretaries after
the first part of the report was printed. They are very
slight, however, and do not affect the correctness qf the
deductions there drawn. We regard these tables as the
fullest and most accurate of any we have presented.

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY.













