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TITLE 14 

PUBLIC UTILITIES 

CHAPTER I 

RULES OF PRACTICE 

Authority 
N.J.S.A. 47:lA-l et seq., 48:2-12 and 52:27F-18. 

Source and Effective Date 
R.2008 d.79, effective March 3, 2008. 

See: 39 N.J.R. 455l(a), 40 N.J.R. 1917(a). 

Chapter Expiration Date 
Chapter 1, Rules of Practice, expires on March 3, 2013. 

Chapter Historical Note 
Chapter 1, Rules of Practice, was adopted and became effective prior 

to September 1, 1969. Chapter 1, Rules of Practice, expired February 
14, 1991. 

Chapter l, Rules of Practice, was adopted as R.1992 d.224, effective 
June 1, 1992. See: 23 N.J.R. 2487(a), 24 N.J.R. 2063(c). 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 1, Rules of Prac-
tice, was readopted as R.1997 d.264, effective May 28, 1997. See: 29 
N.J.R. 1259(b), 29 N.J.R. 2838(a). 

Subchapter 11, Public Utility Tariffs, was recodified from N.J.A.C. 
14:11-7 by R.1998 d.84, effective February 2, 1998. See: 29 N.J.R 
4250(b), 30 N.J.R. 563(a). 

Chapter 1, Rules of Practice, was readopted as R.2002 d.337, effective 
September 19, 2002. See: 34 N.J.R. 1769(a), 34 N.J.R. 3639(a). 

Subchapter 12, Procedures for Determining the Confidentiality of 
Submitted Information, was adopted as R.2003 d.290, effective July 21, 
2003. 34 N.J.R. 227l(b), 35 N.J.R. 3368(b). 

Chapter 1, Rules of Practice, was readopted as R.2008 d.79, effective 
March 3, 2008. As a part of R.2008 d. 79, Subchapter 11, Public Utility 
Tariffs, was repealed, effective April 7, 2008. See: Source and Effec-
tive Date. See, also, section annotations. 

Law Review and Journal Commentaries 
Clearing procedural hurdles at the BPU. R. William Potter, 150 

N.J.L.J. 828 (1997). 
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SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

14:1-1.1 Scope 

These rules shall govern practice and procedure before the 
Board of Public Utilities. 

Amended by R.1997 d.264, effective July 7, 1997. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 1259(b), 29 N.J.R. 2838(a). 

Amended Board name. 

14:1-1.2 Construction and amendment 

(a) These rules shall be liberally construed to permit the 
Board to effectively carry out its statutory functions and to 
secure just and expeditious determination of issues properly 
presented to the Board. 

(b) In special cases and for good cause shown, the Board 
may, unless otherwise specifically stated, relax or permit de-
viations from these rules. 
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1. The Board shall, in accordance with the general pur-
poses and intent of its rules, waive section(s) of its rules if 
full compliance with the rule(s) would adversely affect the 
ratepayers of a utility or other regulated entity, the ability 
of said utility or other regulated entity to continue to render 
safe, adequate and proper service, or the interests of the 
general public; 

2. Any person or entity seeking waiver of any of the 
Board's rules or parts thereof, shall apply in writing to the 
Secretary of the Board. A written request for waiver shall 
include the following: 

i. The specific rule(s) or part(s) thereof for which 
waiver is requested; 

ii. The reasons for the request of waiver, including a 
full statement setting forth the type and degree of hard-
ship or inconvenience that would result if full compli-
ance with the rule(s) would be required; and 

iii. Documentation to support the request for waiver. 

3. The Board reserves the right to request additional 
information before reaching a determination regarding the 
application for waiver. 

( c) The rules may be amended by the Board from time to 
time. 

Amended by R.1997 d.264, effective July 7, 1997. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 1259(b), 29 N.J.R. 2838(a). 

Added (b)I through 3. 
Amended by R.2005 d.424, effective December 5, 2005. 
See: 37 N.J.R. 2837(a), 37 N.J.R. 4558(b). 

In (b) I, added "or other regulated entity" following "utility" through-
out. 

Case Notes 
Board of Public Utilities failed to adequately articulate basis for waiv-

ing bidding regulations. Petition of Hackensack Water Co. to Watershed 
Property Review Bd., 249 N.J.Super. 164, 592 A.2d 250 (A.D.1991), 
certification denied 127 N.J. 551, 606 A.2d 364, on remand. 

14:1-1.3 Definitions 

The following words and terms, when used in this chapter, 
shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly 
indicates otherwise. 

"Board" means the Board of Public Utilities. 

"Commissioner" means a member of the Board of Public 
Utilities. 

"Person" means an individual, firm, joint venture, partner-
ship, copartnership, corporation, association, State, county, 
municipality, public agency or authority, bi-state or interstate 
agency or authority, public utility, regulated entity, cable tele-
vision company, cooperation association, joint stock asso-
ciation, trust, limited liability company, governmental entity, 
or other legal entity, and includes any trustee, receiver, as-
signee, or personal representative thereof. A person may or 
may not be a regulated entity. 


