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Amendments Adopted in 1990
to the 1947 Constitution

ARTICLE IV, SEcTION VII, PARAGRAPH 2

Amend Article 1V, Section VII, paragraph 2 of the Constitution
to read as follows:

2. No gambling of any kind shall be authorized by the Legisla-
ture unless the specific kind, restrictions and control thereof have
been heretofore submitted to, and authorized by a majority of the
votes cast by, the people at a special election or shall hereafter be
submitted to, and authorized by a majority of the votes cast thereon
by, the legally qualified voters of the State voting at a general elec-
tion, except that, without any such submission or authorization:

A. It shall be lawful for bona fide veterans, charitable, educa-
tional, religious or fraternal organizations, civic and service clubs,
senior citizen associations or clubs, volunteer fire companies and
first-aid or rescue squads to conduct, under such restrictions and
control as shall from time to time be prescribed by the Legislature by
law, games of chance of, and restricted to, the selling of rights to
participate, the awarding of prizes, in the specific kind of game of
chance sometimes known as bingo or lotto, played with cards bear-
ing numbers or other designations, 5 or more in one line, the holder
covering numbers as objects, similarly numbered, are drawn from a
receptacle and the game being won by the person who first covers a
previously designated arrangement of numbers on such a card, when
the entire net proceeds of such games of chance are to be devoted to
educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses,
and in the case of senior citizen associations or clubs to the support
of such organizations, in any municipality, in which a majority of the
qualified voters, voting thereon, at a general or special election as
the submission thereof shall be prescribed by the Legislature by law,
shall authorize the conduct of such games of chance therein;

B. It shall be lawful for the Legislature to authorize, by law, bona
fide veterans, charitable, educational, religious or fraternal organiza-
tions, civic and service clubs, senior citizen associations or clubs,
volunteer fire companies and first-aid or rescue squads to conduct
games of chance of, and restricted to, the selling of rights to partici-
pate, and the awarding of prizes, in the specific kinds of games of
chance sometimes known as raffles, conducted by the drawing for
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prizes or by the allotment of prizes by chance, when the entire net
proceeds of such games of chance are to be devoted to educational,
charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited uses, and in the case
of senior citizen associations or clubs to the support of such organi-
zations, in any municipality, in which such law shall be adopted by a
majority of the qualified voters, voting thereon, at a general or spe-
cial election as the submission thereof shall be prescribed by law and
for the Legislature, from time to time, to restrict and control, by law,
the conduct of such games of chance;

C. It shall be lawful for the Legislature to authorize the conduct
of State lotteries restricted to the selling of rights to participate
therein and the awarding of prizes by drawings when the entire net
proceeds of any such lottery shall be for State institutions, State aid
for education ; and

D. It shall be lawful for the Legislature to authorize by law the
establishment and operation, under regulation and control by the
State, of gambling houses or casinos within the boundaries, as here-
tofore established, of the city of Atlantic City, county of Atlantic,
and to license and tax such operations and equipment used in con-
nection therewith. Any law authorizing the establishment and
operation of such gambling establishments shall provide for the State
revenues derived therefrom to be applied solely for the purpose of
providing funding for reductions in property taxes, rental, telephone,
gas, electric, and municipal utilities charges of, eligible senior citi-
zens and disabled residents of the State, and for additional or
expanded health services or benefits or transportation services or
benefits to eligible senior citizens and disabled residents, in accor-
dance with such formulae as the Legislature shall by law provide.
The type and number of such casinos or gambling houses and of the
gambling games which may be conducted in any such establishment
shall be determined by or pursuant to the terms of the law authoriz-
ing the establishment and operation thereof.

E. It shall be lawful for the Legislature to authorize, by law, (1) the
simultaneous transmission by picture of running and harness horse races
conducted at racetracks located within or outside of this State, or both,
to gambling houses or casinos in the city of Atlantic City and (2) wager-
ing at those gambling establishments on the results of those races. The
State’s share of revenues derived therefrom shall be applied for services
to benefit eligible senior citizens as shall be provided by law.

Adopted November 6, 1990
Effective December 6, 1990



