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Scaling or ah::i.ndoned 1,.:elJ.s ; :-:oti ce; viola t:i.on 

Tho owner of. any well shall, U:-'cm s r;andomnent of any existing well or 
bol (-3 , ,~ notify the Division and sh.:!ll effectively C"'eal and fill such well s 

and test ho1es in aecor dance with the r·des and regulations of the Di visionQ A 
well not in operation fo:r· three or more ~/ ears or improperly maintained to prevent 
contamination rr:ay be dC)emed to have been abandonedo Any person who shall violate 
the provisioD,. of this sec-::.ion shall be guH ty of a misdemeanor. 

Revised Statutes 58:4A-4o2 
Order to seal aband011ed well .... failure to comply 

The Di ,.rision shall have power to order the sealing of any such abandoned 
vell when in i.ts judgement the conditio:G cf the ·Hel1 end.angers or threatens to 
endanger ths .~ubsurfa.ce or per co ·1 ating va ters by the intrusion of salt water or 
from any other causes . or endangers lif -., I'ba owner of any abandoned well who 
shall fail or refuse to seal it in the tine and manner ordered by the Division 
;:,hall be subj ed, to a. penalty· of five h1).:'ld.red dollars ($5000 00) for ea.ch and every 
violation, and a further p0::1al ty of fift;/ c.ollar~ U?50e00) for each day during 
whleh such .. ~:r:i...oJ.aticn sha11 continue& Lq) 1951, C;. ·19.3~ p.,718, s. 3 .. 

Revj.r;ed Statutes 58: M-.-/4.o.3 
Brd'orc~r2e:1t of Act 

Th';;, pro7isicns of this act sha22. be enfo:rc.es.ble by action or other pro­
ceeding in the Supcric1 .. Court of New ;rersey to obt2.in relief in the nature of 
inju.ncti ve reJ. io.f, both .,.,~stra:_niI]g and ::.andat(Yr'Y, and also by action or proaeeding 
··n .... aid court. in lieu of prerogative writ., L:: 195·i, c~ 193, p.718, s,, 4o 

Rnles and .?.egtlations 

Under the pro ri::-don~ of R~S. :~8:Ld,. .. ·4o2., the filling and sealing of 
abandoned wel1s :in accordan(:e 1Ji th the follo1,r:l.J2g nues and regu.la tions will be 
considered satisfactory. Any person wto ;)ror,,oses to fill arid sea1 a well by any 
alternate method mu3t first secm~e approval "t.y the Division o f Water Policy and 
Supply of such alternate methvd. 

A. Wells drilL,d to the first water bea.!."i:cg formation. 

le Clear well of pump, p1pe 1 and &.11 other obstructionr-. 

2 "' Ster:Uize the well and the formation sm·rounding· the screen or uncased 
rockj using lITE or other dfr:tnfect.a.nt acceptabJ e to the Di vision. 

3 ,!, That portion of a well occupied by :screen may be filled with gravel 
or sandj but in no case , s:1al1 this permeable filling extend above ·he 
top of the screeno Thut pcrt~cn of a well which is uncased in rock 
sh~t11 bs f:iJ.1cd onJ.y wi tt coa se p;rs. vel OI' crushed stone extendin..g 
not o:-e than :Lwc feet asoY~ tt.e tot.to~ of the cased portion and sealed 
off' with aE :i.1nv::2.·1::eable pJ.u~ of s te:r-i1i zed packiLg material • . 
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4. Th casin~ above t e screen or uncased rock shall be filled with 
c.ay slurry weighing not lcs~ tba~ 14 pounds per gallon, which shall 

introduced undr~.t' p1 rss.u:r e thr,)uell a pipe discharging at the bot tan 
the pace to be filled in or-for t,J p:. ... event dilution of tha lurry. 

J:f p:r~ferrP.ct, the casing above thP. ~er en or unca ed rock y 
by fill.:.. ' with d~J ~12.y, fl'~c o.f 1 umps larg r than 3/4 inch in 
diameter in li.:~0s not higher thmi five feet, and ach lift t pe 

th a drill bit. 

5. The top of the 1vell casing sh::\ll be clos~d, after inspection., "'O 

i nsure sati fa -:t,):c7 ccnsol i~.:=ttion cf t~"le material used for filling 
the well casing, rith a wcioden plug, cut flush with ha casing., or 
with a velded metal plate. 

6 The ciosed top of the well casing shall then be covered by 
concrete sl bat lea8t 6 inches thick and with a radiu of at 
least 2 feet, to prevent the entrance of surface contruni.nationo 

.ells drilled to below the first fresh wat ,r caring formation includin 
ro k tells. e 

1 .. No sand or gravel fi lir1g s holl be used except in uncased rock. 
Otherwise the procedure to be f•)llowed is identical 
described \mder Sec ~:Lon A 2.bo e ,. Special effort made to 

ecure a L1 ~~ht seal at the level of the clay ed bet e n any t o 
ater bearing strata. 

or multiple cased ells, where salt water intrusion is not a con ider tio~ 

A. l, lls drilled to t he first water. bearing formation 

1. Clear well of pump; pipe d all other obstructions, and h re possible. 
l"emo e aD inn r c sin gs. 

2 ~ S -erilize th~ = l "~d -th- .fo:rmat.&.on surr-uncli.~g "-ha ~er_ n: or \!l'lC ed 
r ·k using TH or other disinfectant ccQpt ble to the Division • 

.3. a t portion of well occ pi d by creen ay e filled with gravel 
or sand, but in no cas hall this penneable filling extend hove t he 
top of he screen. That portion of a well hich is uno s din rock 

11 filled onl d th co rse gr :vel or crushed stone extending 
t t ~o feet bov the ottom f the . cas d portion and aled 

imporme ble plug of sterilized packing trial 

4. Th casing bove the s:reen and the annular space between ca.sings s 11 
e filled .,, th a c y 1 rry eighing n t 1 s than 14 pounds per 

ga on, hich a ll b~ introduced under pres ure through a pipe or 
ip s discha tin _, at ottom of the ·pac o be filled, in order to 

prev nt d~lution· of th3 slur • 
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If pre l ds the cas·ng above the screen may et d wi h dry 
el free of lum s ar er 'h 3/4 inch in di eter, in lifts not 

her than i o · eet ~ an each lift ·. tnm ed th tt.. drill b t but 
nnnu ar sp cs between ca 1.ngs tin any case be fill ed with slurry 
s escri ed a ove 

5. The top of the · ell casing hall closed, after inspection, o :fJ1·-
sure isfacto eon. olidl'.tion of ho materl us d for filling the 
ell es.ail with a wooden plug, cut f'l h with the casing, or mth a 
elded m0 al plate 

6. T e Closed top ot the ll caaing hall then be covered ui th a con 
c ete t least 6 inches th.i.ck d 1th a radius of at J.e as 2 
et top e nt the t nnee or su face contamination. 

Wells drilled to e 
tion :is limi ed to 
aqui era 

th first at T bea ing 
oaai le interconn ction ot 

orma ionf where con amina-
o more r esh water 

lo Clear e. 1 of pump, pip , , and l ther o s ructions, and here possi 
ble emove all inner c in • 

2. Ste lize the · e l and ~ h formation urrounding 
or the~,. di inf c nt acceptab e o the Di vision 

ereen using HTH 

l 

e enti e easing, cl ding the 
casings i 1 b fillad with cay 

nu ar p oe 
i _;rl.ng net ess t . 

ds er allo hich shall be 1tro:·,~1Je 
pe or pipes disehargine Q~ he bott 

-er pra oure t~ugh a 
p ce to be ill 1 j.,n 

1"'-d.0r to pr v t dilution or the 

· e I he e sing . above the screen y a filled th dey 
, r t lager than 3/4 inch ete in lift not 
r t f-l. t, · nd each lift tamp d a ll it, but 
ar spaces be en casings mu t :tn ny oa.se be tilled th slurry 
SCI be ab• e 

h op of the .. e., 1 _ ing shall be oo : 
oatis!aetcr · on o .k ua io of · ha m"teri l ·--- d fe; fi.ll~- "'h 

ing, t h a o-oden plug, cut flush with t he e ing, or 
et plate. 

s~-e 
ell 
elded 

S. The clos d p of the ell casing s th n e eovered th a 
o·:1cretc slab at 1 ast inches thio .. and i th a radius of t le 

f et to revent the entrance ot urface ontarnination 

uble or 1 tip e cased ells, er s lt ter intrusion is 
8 d dynamite in ell plugging oper ti s in ressly prohibit 
th itten uthori ~ fr the Division 

re a e · s ao itu ted a o ont ct vi.th salt ter 
rus n or J.aakago, h plu ein od e on idor d a 

e.nd subj eot, ta indi. un t.. 
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1 0 Clear ell of pump, pie, and all other obstructions and where possibl ­
remove all inner casings. 

2$ Sterilize the well d the formation surrounding the creen, using HTH 
or other disinfectant ~cceptable to he Divis ion. 

J. The entire casing, · ncludlng the screen an the annualr space between 
casings shall be fillea with a clay slur ry weighing not less than 14 
pounds per gallon, which shall be introduces under pressure through 
a pipe r pipes dischargi.i"ig at the bottom of the sp ce to be filled, 
in order to prevent dilution of the slurry. 

If preferred, the cas ing· above the screer1 may be filled with dry 
clay , f ree of l umps larger than 3/h inch in diameter, in lifts not 
higher than five feet, and.each lift tamped with a drill bit, but 

nnular spaces be een casings must in· any case be filled with slurry 
as described above. 

4. The top of the well casing shall be closed, after inspection, to insure 
satisfactory consolidation of the material u~ed for filling the well 
casing, with a wooden plug, cut flush with the casing, or with a welded 

ii 

me al plate. 

Se The clos ed top of t he well casing shall be than covered with a suitable 
concrete slab at least 6 inches tnick and with a radius of at least 2 
feet to prev,:,~.t the ent.1.ance of surface contamination. 

NOTE: Concrete or cement grout shall not be used, unless the methods 
and equipment to be used in preparation .and placement are 
pproved in writing by the Division, and until the qualifications 

and experience of the personnel proposed to do the work are 
satisfaqtory to the Division. 

ep~~ber 5, 1958 
rtevised Februa 111 1960 


