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UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE 

(e) Interlocal enforcement: When two or more municipal­
ities or a county and one or more municipalities enter into an 
agreement to administer and enforce this chapter pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 5:23-4.4(a)2 and the Interlocal Service Act (N.J.S.A. 
40:8A-1 et seq.), there shall be one uniform fee schedule 
which shall be applied by all parties to the agreement. Said 
fee shall be collected by the interlocal enforcing agency per­
forming the administration and enforcement of the regula­
tions. No additional fee shall be required to be paid or be paid 
by an applicant to any municipality or county for any Uni­
form Construction Code enforcement service. The enforcing 
agency shall maintain fmancial records showing for each 
municipality the amounts of money collected and expended in 
the enforcement of this chapter. 

Amended by R.l982 d.401, effective November 15, 1982. 
See: 14 N.J.R. 495(a), 14 N.J.R. 1300(a). 

Added (d). Prior to recodification of N.J.A.C. 5:23, this section was 
codified at 5:23-4.8. 
Amended by R.1982 d.402, effective November 15, 1982. 
See: 14 N.J.R. 943(a), 14 N.J.R. 1300(b). 

Added to (b )2 that copy of report ... must be filed every two years. 
Emergency amendment, R.1989 d.405, effective July 3, 1989 (expires 

September 1, 1989). 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2127(b). 

In (a): added "certificates of continued occupancy, certificate of ap­
proval" and deleted "moving of building permit ... ". 

In (a)l: added language regarding rounding of dollar amounts in fees. 
Adopted concurrent proposal, R.1989 d.512, effective September 1, 

1989. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 2127(a), 21 N.J.R. 3086(a). 

Provisions of emergency amendment R.1989 d.405 readopted without 
change. 
Amended by R.1990 d.ll5, effective February 5, 1990 (operative March 

1, 1990). 
See: 21 N.J.R. 3348(a), 22 N.J.R. 352(a). 

Requirements added at (c) for the establishment of a mechanism ( ded­
ication by rider) to ensure construction fees are used for no other pur­
pose than to fund annual costs for the operation of enforcing agencies. 
Amended by R.1990 d.489, effective October 1, 1990. 
See: 22 N.J.R. 1871(a), 22 N.J.R. 3147(a). 

Amended to state that appropriation of municipal construction code 
fees may be done by rider or by estimates in advance, in accordance with 
the Local Budget Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-1 et seq. 
Amended by R.1992 d.148, effective April6, 1992. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 169(a), 24 N.J.R. 1399(a). 

Construction official may report based on the municipality's fiscal 
year. 
Amended by R.l996 d.544, effective December 2, 1996 (operative 

February 1, 1997). 
See: 28 N.J.R. 3996(a), 28 N.J.R. 5071(a). 
Amended by R.2006 d.355, effective October 2, 2006. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 1789(a), 38 N.J.R. 4175(a). 

Added new (d); and recodified former (d) as (e). 
Administrative correction. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 5355(c). 

Case Notes 

Fee schedules must be calculated to reasonably cover municipal code 
enforcement costs. Bureau of Construction Code Enforcement v. Has­
brouck Heights, 4 N.J.A.R. 282 (1983). 

5:23-4.18 Standards for municipal fees 

(a) General: 

1. The fee for plan review, computed as a percentage of 
the fee for a construction permit, shall be paid at the time 
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of submission of an application for a permit. The amount 
of this fee shall then be deducted from the amount of the 
fee due for a construction permit, when the permit is is­
sued; provided however, that the municipality may provide 
by ordinance that the plan review fee be paid at the time of 
granting the permit. Plan review fees are not refundable. 

2. The fee to be charged for a construction permit will 
be the sum of the basic construction fee computed in ac­
cordance with (c) below herein plus any applicable special 
fees, such as elevator or sign fees. This fee shall be paid 
before a permit is issued. 

3. The fee to be charged for a certificate of occupancy 
shall be paid before a certificate is issued. This fee shall be 
in addition to the construction permit fee; 

4. The fee to be charged for an annual construction per­
mit shall be charged annually. This fee shall be a flat fee 
based upon the number of maintenance workers employed 
by the facility and who are primarily engaged in work that 
is governed by a subcode. Managers, engineers and cler­
icals shall not be considered maintenance workers for the 
purposes of establishing the annual construction permit fee. 
Annual permits may be issued for building/fire protection, 
electrical and plumbing. Annual permit fees shall be non­
refundable. 

5. Prior to the issuance of the annual permit, a training 
registration fee of $140.00 per subcode and a list of not 
more than three individuals to be trained per subcode shall 
be submitted by the applicant to the municipal construction 
official, who shall forward the fee and list to the Depart­
ment of Community Affairs, Bureau of Code Services, 
Training Section along with a copy of the construction 
permit (Form F170). Checks shall be made payable to 
"Treasurer, State of New Jersey." The Department shall 
register these individuals and notify them of the courses 
being offered. 

(b) Plan review fees: 

1. Plan review fees shall be computed as a percentage 
of the fee to be charged for the construction permit. This 
percentage shall, to the extent possible, approximate the 
actual costs incurred in plan review activities, but in any 
case shall be not less than five percent nor more than 25 
percent of the amount that would be charged for the con­
struction permit. For projects which do not require plan 
review for all subcodes, the fee shall be the appropriate 
percentage of the subcode fee which is applicable. 

2. When plans have been reviewed and released by the 
Department or when a plan review is waived by the 
municipality in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.15(f)1x, 
then the enforcing agency construction permit fee shall be 
reduced by 20 percent from the amount otherwise specified 
in the municipal enforcing agency fee schedule. 

3. If a municipality has not established a plan review 
fee by ordinance, 20 percent of the construction permit fee 
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shall be designated as the plan review fee for prototype 
plans. 

4. Whenever a permit application is received based on 
a released prototype plan, the permit fee shall be reduced 
by the amount of the plan review fee. 

i. For Statewide prototype plans released by the 
Department or for other prototype plans where the proto­
type did not include the foundation detail, the construc­
tion permit fee shall be reduced by 15 percent from the 
amount otherwise specified in the municipal enforcing 
agency fee schedule. 

5. The municipality may establish an hourly fee for 
review of any amendment or change to a plan that has 
already been released. 

(c) Basic construction fee: The basic construction fee shall 
be computed on the basis of the volume of the building or, in 
the case of alterations, the estimated construction cost, and 
the number and types of plumbing, electrical and fire protec­
tion fixtures and devices as herein provided. 

I. Fees for new construction or alterations shall be as 
follows: 

i. Fees for renovations, alterations, reroofing, re-
pairs, and site construction associated with pre-engi­
neered systems of commercial farm buildings, premanu­
factured construction, and the external utility connec­
tions for premanufactured construction, shall be based 
upon the estimated cost of the work. The fee shall be 
computed as a unit rate per $1 ,000 of estimated cost. 

ii. Fees for renovations, alterations, and repairs shall 
be based upon the estimated cost of the work. The fee 
shall be computed as a unit rate per $1 ,000 of estimated 
cost. 

iii. Fees for additions shall be computed on the same 
basis as for new construction for the added portion; 

iv. Fees for combination renovations and additions 
shall be computed as the sum of the fees for the addition 
and alteration computed separately in accordance with 
(b) and (c) above; 

v. The unit rates may vary for different occupancy 
groups or structures of different sizes within the same 
occupancy group. The unit rate for large, open-volume 
buildings, such as barns, silos, greenhouses, warehouses, 
distribution centers, and other agricultural, recreational, 
and storage-use buildings, shall be less than the unit rate 
for other types of buildings and occupancy classifica­
tions. This shall be clearly indicated in the ordinance and 
schedule; 

vi. Temporary structures and all structures for which 
volume cannot be computed, such as swimming pools 
and open structural towers, shall be charged a flat rate; 
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vii. Fees for minor construction work shall be based 
upon the estimated cost of the work. The fee shall be 
computed as a unit rate per $1 ,000 of estimated cost or 
fraction thereof. 

viii. Fees for retaining walls shall be as follows: 

(I) A retaining wall with a surface area greater 
than 550 square feet that is associated with a Class 3 
residential structure shall have a flat fee. 

(2) A retaining wall with a surface area of 550 
square feet or less that is associated with a Class 3 
residential structure shall have a flat fee. 

(3) A newly constructed retaining wall of any size 
at other than a Class 3 residential structure shall be 
based on the cost of the construction. 

ix. A different unit rate may be established for per­
mits for work done in response to Notices of Violation 
issued pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.35. 

2. Plumbing fixtures and stacks: Fees shall be based 
upon the number of plumbing fixtures, devices, plumbing 
stacks and utility service connections to be installed. Utility 
service connections include sewer connections and water 
service connections. The fee shall be a unit rate per fixture, 
stack, and utility service connection. The unit rate may 
vary for different types of fixtures and utility service pipes, 
but this shall be clearly indicated in the ordinance and 
schedule. There shall be no inspection fee charged for gas 
service entrances. 

3. Electrical fixtures and devices: Fees shall be based 
upon the number of electrical fixtures or rating of electrical 
equipment and devices to be installed. The fee shall be a 
unit rate per fixture or per kilowatt, horsepower or ampere 
rating of the device or equipment. The unit rate may vary 
for different types of fixtures or devices, but this shall be 
clearly indicated in the ordinance and schedule. 

4. Fees shall be based upon the number of spr-inkler 
heads, standpipes, and detectors (smoke and heat) and shall 
be reasonable unit charges. Fees may also be charged for 
the inspection of premanufactured fire suppression sys­
tems, for gas and oil fired appliances not connected to the 
plumbing system, for kitchen exhaust systems and for in­
cinerators, replacement of an existing transmission means 
as per N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.17A(c)5v, and crematoriums. The 
municipal ordinance shall clearly set forth what fees are to 
be charged for what devices. 

5. The municipality shall set a flat fee for a mechanical 
inspection performed by a mechanical inspector or a 
plumbing inspector in a structure of Group R-3, R-4, or 
R-5. No separate fee shall be charged for gas, fuel oil, or 
water piping connections, including the bonding conductor 
Gumper), associated with the mechanical equipment in­
spected. 
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