
MINUTES
Of The

Mee ting of the
ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION

November 1, 1956

The members of the Advisory r l anni ng Commission met in the

conference room at 520 East State Street, Trenton, New Jersey. The meet-

ing was called to order by the Chairman, Fred G. Stickel, III, at 1:50

p.m.

Those present were:

Fred G. Stickel, III, Chairman
Herbert H. Smith, Vice Chairman
H. Thomas Carr, Secret~ry

Wi l l i am A. Bloom
B. BuddChavooshian
Alexander Feinberg
Alfred H. Fletcher
Dennis W. Maloney
Philip A. McLaughlin
Edwar-d B. Wi l kens

Those absent were:

Louis Danzig
C. Rexford Dsv i.s
Joseph M. Healey
Wi l liam Holster
William A.Sutherland

The first item of business which the Chairman brought up was tha t

of the change in time of the future monthly meetings. It was the concensus

of the members present that tho most suitable time to hold these meeti.ngs

would be on the first Wednesday of each month at 1:30 o'clock in the after-

noon.

A news release prepared by Mrs. Sayre, Editor, Public Information

Bureau of the Department of Conservation and Economic Development, in con-
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nection with the workings of the Advisory Planning Commission, and pointing

out that the Commission has repeatedly invited the public to voice object­

ions and suggestions concerning the Municipal Planning Act, was read by the

Chairman. The release announces the forthcoming three-day conference of the

League of Municipalities which will be hold on November 13 through the 15th

at the Hotel H?ddon-Hall in Atlantic City, at which hotel _special accommo­

dations will be provided individuals, who would like to discuss the planning

legislation, by the members of the Advisory Planning Commission, ,~o will

be in attendance and steadily available for conference. The release was

approved by the members present and is to be released to the public on

November 7.

The Chairman read aloud a letter forwarded the Commission from

Mrs. Dorothy Bayliss, of Lawrence Township, in which several topics were

raised for questioning, such as the closing up of drainage areas; shopping

centers; business and factory frontage, et c . After discussing the items

mentioned in Mrs. Bayliss ' letter, it was handed to the Vice Chairman,

Mr. Horbert H. Smith, for reply.

The subject of "completion" vs "performance" bonds was discussed.

Inasmuch as tho Chairman of the subcommittee which is working on this phase

of the Planning Act, }~. William Holster, was absent, a report was not sub­

mitted at this meeting; however, the Chairman informed the Commission that

he talked with an official of a surety company who informed him that it

would be almost physically impossible to get all surety companies toagree

on a certain type bond. However, he suggested that the best thing to do

is to come up with a bond which will most nearly sa~iY what he believes

the surety companies will go along ~Qth, made in the form of a statutory
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bond. The Chairman pointed out that much of the difficulty lies from the

fact that in many instances thero is no writton agreement between the de-

veloper and the municipality. The Chairman Also stated that the bond

should be designed to a s sur e compliance vrith the t erms of tho ordinance,

which ordinance should "speLL out" in tho r esolution its t erms. The Chairman

also stated that many problems nr i so in this connection because of the lack

of understanding as to what the function of the bond is and, therefare;

creates a practice which is going to hnrm the ent i r e planning act and the

entire planning process. He suggested that the legislation be corrected so

as to lesson this condition. At this point, the Chairman read that section

of the act which pertains to performance bonds which, in par-t , ho thought,

was ambiguous, and suggested that it be amended. No action is to be t.aken

until the subcommittee moets 1~th more bonding companies.

Mr. Feinborg, Chairman of the subcommittee working on IlTentative

Approval" r eported that he had filed a r eport on this subject. However,

ho stated that he would have to have anot her subcommittee mo oting to ro-

solve this issuo. It was suggested that t his meeting be hold a t the con-

forence of the League of Muni c ipal i t i es in Atlantic City on Tuesday eveni ng

November 13, at 8 p.m. in ~~ . Stickel's room at Haddon Hall.

The Chairman r ead tho following announc ement in the League's

Magazine concerning the Commission1s presonce at the con~erence:-

lednos day - November 14, 1956

N.J. Advisory Planning Commission
10:00 A.M. - Rowsloy Room - Upper

Lounge F'Lcor
Haddon-Hall

The Now Jersey Advisory P10nning Commission was appointed by
Governor Robort B. Mayner in April of this yoar to study the
various sections of the Planning Act. Six meetings hRve been
held and p Lans are now being made for publ i c hearings throughout
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the State. The f ol l ovdng momb8rs of the Commission wil l
be avai lablo to acquaint 2nyone intor ested with a summary
of wha t has t r anspi r od to dat a and to r ec eive sug gestions
or criticisms from confere nce delegat os :-

Chairman: Fred G. St i ckol , III, Co dar Grove, r epres enting
New J ersey Ins titut e of lifuni cipa l Attorneys

Vice-Chairman: Herbert H. Smith, l)r i nceton, r epres enting
Ame r i can Institute of Pl anner s

Wi l _Liam A. Bloom, At lant i c City, r cp r esenting
Now Jersey Re al Es t nt o Ass ocia t ion

H. Thomas Carr, }or t h Amboy , r epros 8nting
N. J. State Society of Pr of es s i onal Engi.ncer's and Land Surveyors

Aloxandor FJinberg,- Camden, r epresenting
N. J. Homebuilders As soci at i on

Mayor Jo soph M. Healey, Kearny, First Vice-President of the
LeAgue of Muni ci pal i t ies , r upresenting
the N. J. state L8f' 3U8 of Muni cipal i t i es

ni l l i am Holster, Clifton, r epres enting
N. J. Socioty of Muni c i pal Engi nee r s

Philip A. Mc LclUghlin, 'Yos t Orange, re present i ng
N. J. utilities Associ a t i on

Dr. E. B. gi l kons , New Brunsvnck, r opresenting
Rut gers University

Member s of the Commission will al so b e available for indi vidual
conferenc es in the Rowsl ey Ro om on rre dnesday, Novembe r 14 from
3:00 t o 5:00 P. M. and on Thursdny, November 15 from 10: 00 to
12:00 noon and f r om 3: ; 0 to 5:00 P. M.

Tho Chairman announced that the Commission woul d be avai lable at

this conferenc e on Wednosday end Thursday morning f rom 10:00 a . m. to 12

noon a nd l'iadnesdp.y and Thursday C'f t er noon from 3:00 to 5 :00 p. m. , end made

a list of the member s who are to be on hpnd to confe r wit h thos e who desire

to discuss thc Planning Act .

Tho r eport of tho Vice Chairman was brought up for discussion.

This r eport is to bo elaborated upon indicating what sections of the Act

have been discussed. Aft er i t has been pr epar od i n its final form, the Vicc-

Chairman agreed to mpke up 1000 copies whi ch wi l l be avai lable for distribu-

t ion at the conferenco of tho LG~gue of Muni c i pal i t i es . The Chairman suggested

that it be mentioned in this r eport that the Commission moets the first

- ~G dno s day of c~ ch mont h at one~thirty o'clock in the af to r noon.
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The Secrotary, lrr . H. Thomas Carr, r eported tlli1t his group, N. J.

State Society of Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors, is beginning

to get r oturns with r egard t o setting up monuments in subdivisions which

relates to the Mappi ng Act ; and the posting of bonds, atc.

The Vice Chairman raised the question of conflict between the Muni­

cipal Planning l egislation and the Redevelopment Agency Act, insofar as

Board membership is concerned which condition soems to exi s t on other

Boards. A general discussion followed at which time Dr. Wi l kens pointed out

instances of multiple membership which condition, he believes, should bo

remedied. It was decided by the members that this matter should be dis­

cussed further at a later date.

The Chairman r equested t he Vice Chairman to go through the Minut es

submitted to date in order to get a complete coverage of what has boen done

up to date. At this time tho Vice Chairman suggested that the subcommittees

formed to r eport on the various phases of tho Planning Act bo given a dead­

line in which to prepare a formnl wri t t en r oport making r ecommendations to the

Oommission. He r emarked t ha t the Commission owes i tself the r esponsibility of

putting togethor.a pr ogr am of fu t ur e act i vi t y and r eminded the members present

that the Commission i s expect ed to submit a r eport in February of next year

and some thought ought to be given to its preparation, such as text, whether

it should be mimeographed, and ~ho is to ~ epare it and who is going to

compile it, e t c .

The Chairman stated that at the December me eting of tho Commission

conclusions should be r eached as to various problems which have been raised.

Thes e should t e submit t ed - vQt hi n a time limit - t o the Commission as a

whole and voted on in order that other sections of the act may be considered

for study and r eview. The Chairman al so r eminded ~he Commission of the few
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r emaining months in which it has to submit its r eport to the Legislature and

suggested that the Commission ref r ai n from debating on issues about wmch

there are no questions in order t hat mora time might be spent on problems

in question.

The question of a r eport f r om the American Ins citute of Planners

was raised. Tho Vice Chairman r eported that the AlP's general r eport is

rOAdy, and it was sugges t od to complete t ho AIP items this year. The Chair-

man commented favor3bly upon the r eport s ubmi t t ed by Mr •. Bloom, representa-

tive of the N. J. Real Es t at e Association, in r esponse to the AlP comments,

which, he thought was an exce l l ent idea.

The Chairman stated that a l etter is to be sent to the memb ers of

subjects.

Brief r eports will be pr opared by those members whose nAmes are in

Tentative Approval (Mr, Feinberg)
Performance Bonds vs Completion Bonds (Mr. Carr)
Planning Board Member s l Inter est (Mr. Stickel)
Relationship o~ P1Rnning Boards to other

pUblic agenci es (~!r, Chavooshian)
Mul t i plo Membur shi p (Dr. Wi l kens )

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)

Tho Chairman ,~ll r equest tha t no morc t i an ono-half hour be devotod

or five days at l east -- prior to the J anuary meeting~

drBft of the r eport should b e submitted in January, no later than t en days

tho Commission stating t hat the next mee t i ng wi l l be devot ed to the five

items which have been discus sed t o date and which wil l bo voted ont namely;

par ent heses above ~n d sent to tho other member s on the Commission for r oview

and consideration prior to the Dec cwber meeti~.

to e ~ch topic in order t o enabl e the Commission to vote on the abovo fiVG

Tho subject of the first r eport to be submitted to the Legislature

(February, 1957) was aga i n discussed at which time it was suggested that a
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The mr.o t ing adj our ned at 3:45 p vm, The next moeting will be held

on Wodnes day, Dec ember 5, 1956, a t 1:30 p.m. in the c onforonce room at 520

East Stato Stroet, Trenton, Now J orsoy.
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