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Leaders from the New Jersey National Guard, New Jersey Office of
Homeland Security and Preparedness, Michigan National Guard, New
Jersey State Police, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, and
other distinguished visitors toured and observed multiple sites where training
exercise Vigilant Guard took place August 20, 2024.

Viligant Guard Training Exercise

Over two weeks in August, Soldiers and Airmen of the New Jersey
National Guard continued to lead the way, this time through their
participation in Vigilant Guard, an interagency exercise conducted
throughout New Jersey to test our force’s ability to rapidly respond
to emergencies. The New Jersey National Guard hosted the
exercise together with the U.S. Northern Command and the
National Guard Bureau, with support from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and a cross section of local, county, and state
partners.

As in any thing we do, our goal throughout was to identify ways that
we can enhance the integration of first responders at every echelon
of government. Leaders also identified opportunities to improve
coordination and operational relationships. Taken together, we seek
to ensure that response and recovery management plans are ready
to go should New Jersey or the United States call upon us.

Fundamentally, our Citizen Soldiers and Airmen are neighbors
helping neighbors. When disaster strikes, our ability to support the
communities close to us has special meaning for each of us in a
uniform.



Working with emergency services personnel, law enforcement, and
other first responders, experience teaches us that when we train
together, we respond better together.

We sharpened our skills during this exercise, and to our many
partners, including the vast network of volunteers, | thank you for
your assistance and continued commitment to the safety and
security of New Jersey communities.

As always, thank you for staying
connected to DMAVA.

We invite you to share ideas, events and
feedback. Please email our team

at outreach@dmava.nj.gov.

Colonel Yvonne L. Mays, Acting
Adjutant General & Commissioner

Invitations



mailto:outreach@dmava.nj.gov

Congratulations Sir!
On the occasion of the memorialization renaming o
the 108th Logistical Readiness Squadron | >
"Base Supply Administrative and Warehouse
Complex (Building 3369)," '
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey,

as the
"Brig Gen Dutko Mission Generation Complex"
in honor of Brigadier General
Robert S. Dutko, Sr., Retired
Signed David W. Allvin, General, USAF, Chief of Staff
28 May 2024

l 3369 Wonnacott £ v MD L N.l l

September 14, 2024
10:00am

Building 3369 Dedication Ceremony in
Honor of Brig Gen Robert S. Dutko Sr.

Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst

3369 Wonnacott Ave
JBMDL, NJ 08641

RSVP NLT Sep 5th


https://einvitations.afit.edu/inv/index.cfm?i=899645&k=0A684B0F7F52

Colonel Yvonne L. Mays
The Acting Adjutant General of New Jersey

cordially invites you to attend the

Annual Governor’s Military Review
Sunday, 6 October 2024, at 10:00 am

National Guard Training Center
Camp Drive and Sea Girt Avenue




Parade Field
Sea Girt, New Jersey 08750-0277

Military: Duty Uniform
Civilian: Business Casual

Featured Events
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End: Vets Fest
Vasa Park, Budd Lake, N]

Food, craft show, music, car show, & more.

Sign in for the ride at...
Haekettstown American Legion Post 164
450 Willow Grove Street
Hackettstown, NJ 07840



https://vetssummerfest.org/bike-run/
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https://vetssummerfest.org/

Events

DMAVA Calendar

DMAVA is sponsoring or will participate in the events below. A
DMAVA Veterans Service Officer will be present at many of these
events. Please check details to confirm.

August 29 | Point Pleasant
Veterans Outreach Campaign

August 29 | Columbus
Veterans Outreach Campaign

September 7 | Bordentown
Military Transition / Retirement Seminar

September 7 | Tinton Falls
Veteran Resource Fair

September 12 | Roselle
Union County Business Expo

September 14 | Lawrenceville
Suicide Prevention Awareness Resource Event

September 14 | IBMDL
Building 3369 Dedication Ceremony in Honor of BG Dutko

September 20 | Middlesex
State Medal Ceremony

Community Calendar


https://dmava.org/event/veterans-outreach-campaign-point-pleasant-be/2024-08-29/
https://dmava.org/event/outreach-campaign-columbus-farmers-market/2024-08-29/
https://dmava.org/event/transition-retirement-seminar-bordentown-20231202/2024-09-07/
https://dmava.org/event/veteran-resource-fair-tinton-falls/
https://dmava.org/event/union-county-means-business-expo/
https://dmava.org/event/suicide-prevention-awareness-resource-event-lawrenceville/
https://dmava.org/event/building-3369-dedication-ceremony-in-honor-of-bg-dutko/
https://dmava.org/event/state-medal-ceremony-outreach-campaign-middlesex/

We add new events to our calendar on a daily basis so please
bookmark and check back often.

View Full Calendar

Spotlight

Missing in action 79 years, N.J. Marine is laid to rest
Richard Cohen | NJ.com | August 20, 2024

U.S. Marine Pvt. George Coe Browning came home on Monday.


https://dmava.org/events

He was finally laid to rest in his Bergen County hometown, 79 years
after he went missing in action during the Battle of lwo Jima in
World War |Il.

Browning, a field radio operator whose remains were positively
identified four months ago through dental records and DNA
analysis, was buried with full military honors next to his mother
during a brief graveside service in Brookside Cemetery in
Englewood.

Read Full Story

NJ National Guard



https://www.nj.com/bergen/2024/08/missing-in-action-79-years-nj-marine-is-laid-to-rest.html

New Jersey Guard Tests Readiness in Vigilant Guard
Exercise

SPC Michael Hayes | 444th MPAD | August 18, 2024

The New Jersey National Guard launched Vigilant Guard on
Saturday, a disaster-preparedness exercise running from Aug. 17-
21 to enhance coordination between military first responders and
civilian emergency services. The exercise simulates a Category 3
hurricane striking New Jersey, testing responses to massive
flooding, power outages, and significant damage to bridges and a
major hospital.

“We are training for the worst-case scenario,” said U.S. Army Col.
Arthur Roscoe, incoming Director of the Joint Staff, New Jersey
National Guard. “A Category 3 storm is unlikely, but having lived
through Superstorm Sandy, we know even non-hurricane storms
can cause catastrophic damage.”

When disasters exceed local capabilities, the National Guard Joint
Operation Center (JOC) coordinates with the state’s Office of
Emergency Management (OEM) to respond as military first
responders.

“In New Jersey, emergency management begins locally and
escalates to county and state levels. If additional support is needed,
OEM will call on us,” said U.S. Army Brig. Gen. Timothy Coakley,
Director of the Joint Staff, New Jersey National Guard.

Read Full Story | View Images



https://www.dvidshub.net/news/478930/new-jersey-guard-tests-readiness-vigilant-guard-exercise
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njnationalguard/albums/72177720319706205

U.S. Army’s 3-112th Field Artillery Regiment leads
Iraqgi Field Artillery Course

SSG Bruce Daddis | NJNG | August 23, 2024

Iraq, Aug. 5 — Advise, assist, and enable, a key component of

the Combined Joint Task Force - Operation Inherent Resolve’s mission to
enhance partner capacity in Iraqg, was on full display this past month
at the Task Force Redleg Artillery Course in western Iraq, July 14 -

Aug. 1.

During this time, the New Jersey Army National Guard’s 3rd
Battalion, 112th Field Artillery Regiment, 44th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team, serving as Task Force Redleg, hosted their Iraqi
counterparts for an exchange of ideas as they worked side by side
in a field artillery training course.


https://www.facebook.com/CJTFOIR

The training has become a part of the task force’s deployment
rotations in recent years. It was last organized in December of 2023
by the 10th Mountain Division’s 2nd Battalion, 15th Field Artillery
Regiment. Picking up where the 2-15th left off, the N.J. Guardsmen
collaborated with leadership from Military Advisor Group - Iragq and
the Iraqi Armed Forces to ensure another successful course.

Read Full Story

21st WMD-CST passes ARNORTH evaluation
Soldiers and Airmen from the 21st Weapons of Mass Destruction-
Civil Support Team, New Jersey National Guard, passed an Army
North-mandated training proficiency evaluation at the Flying W
Airport in Medford, NJ on August 8, 2024.


https://www.army.mil/article/279138

The 21st WMD-CST identifies chemical, biological, radiological, and
nuclear substances; assess and advises civil authorities on
response measures to man-made or natural disasters.

View Images

Join Our Team

100% Free College Tuition
Bonuses up to $20,000
Student Loan Repayment

NEW JERSEY

ARMY

NATIONAL
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DMAVA Veterans Services



https://www.flickr.com/photos/njnationalguard/albums/72177720319526071
https://njarmyguard.com/
https://www.njang.ang.af.mil/Contact-Us/Contact-a-Recruiter/

Unite New Jersey Veterans

For Veteran Service Providers

Veteran Service Providers

Do you provide services to Veterans? We would like to get you
enrolled in our new online referral network, Unite New Jersey
Veterans. This helps connect Veterans to the resources around
them quickly.

If you are a Veteran Service Provider, please check out the
following link and enroll today!

Learn More


https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/unitenjveterans.shtml

A Resource Guide
for New Jersey’s
Military,

Veterans,

and Families

New Jersey Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs

( : GCS Governor's Council on
\ ‘\ SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER



https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Benefits%20Guide.pdf

The Resource Guide has been updated
effective July 25, 2024.

et Current Edition



https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Military%20Veterans%20Families%20Resource%20Guide.pdf

Nicvw odiciesrery
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New Jepsey DEPARTMENT OF
MiLITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS


https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Benefits%20Guide.pdf

The Benefits Guide has been updated
effective July 23, 2024.

Get Current Edition

SMS Alerts - Text "NJVets" to 78015

Opt-in now to receive SMS Alerts from DMAVA! Text "NJVets" to
78015 or scan the QR code above and send. You will be
immediately opted-in to receive alerts and important messages from
the Division of Veterans Services.

This service is provided free of charge, however, carrier messaging
and data rates may apply. To opt-out at any time, simply reply
“Stop”.


https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Benefits%20Guide.pdf

THE DMAVA READJUSTMENT
COUNSELING PROGRAM PROVIDES
VETERANS WITH:

INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING

GROUP COUNSELING

FAMILY COUNSELING

SCAN THE CODE AND CALL YOUR
LOCAL VETERANS SERVCE OFFICER,

OR CALL:
(888) 865-8387,
OR EMAIL:
VBB@DMAVA.NJ.GOV



https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/

SUPPORT

IS PEER TO PEER

Call Us 24/7
7 days a week
(866) 838-7654

N=
VET2VET

NJ Veterans' Benefits Hotline
888-865-8387
vbb@dmava.n|.qov

Veterans Outreach Schedule



mailto:vbb@dmava.nj.gov
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/OutreachSchedule.pdf
https://www.njvet2vet.com/

Veterans Service Offices

DMAVA Departments

[

Natimval

NJ Youth ChalleNGe Academy
On August 15, 2024, Cadets from the NJ Youth ChalleNGe
Academy visited the National Guard Militia Museum of New Jersey in Sea

Girt.



https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/
https://njyca.org/
https://njyca.org/
https://njmilitiamuseum.org/

NEW JERSEY
YOUTH CHALLENGE ACADEMY

DREAM. BELIEVE. ACHIEVE.

YOUTH
CHALLENGE
ACADEMY

Now accepting applications
for Class 59 - January 2025.

© (800) 997-5587 / (732) 974-6516



https://njyca.org/
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https://linktr.ee/njngcyp

Office of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and
Belonging

DEIB Newsletter

NATIONAL GUARD

FAMILY PROGRAMS

AUGUST 2024

August Newsletter

State Partners


https://www.nj.gov/military/outreach/documents/deib-newsletter-20240828.pdf
https://secure.smore.com/n/360dy#b9tqu0tvk7
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NJ State Agencies

Governor's Challenge to Prevent Suicides among Service Members, Veterans &
Their Families

The New Jersey's Governor "We Value Our Veterans" Awards

Vote For Valor

Career Services for Veterans

Tax Resources for Military/Veterans

Educator Certification for Military Spouses and Veterans

Civil Service Preference for Veterans

NJ National Guard Hunting / Fishing Licenses

NJ Special Hawker and Peddlers License

Veterans Designation for Drivers License

Military CDL Skills Waiver Program

Disabled Veteran / Purple Heart Recipient Placards

Disabled Veteran Hunting and Fishing Licenses

Veteran and Disabled Veteran-Owned Business



https://www.nj.gov/military/savenjvets/
https://www.nj.gov/military/savenjvets/
https://www.nj.gov/military/community/award-grant-charitable-programs/wvov/
https://nj.gov/state/sos-vote-for-valor.shtml
https://nj.gov/labor/career-services/special-services/veterans/
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/military/taxinformation.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/rpi/recruitment/spousesandvets/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/civil-service-preference/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/benefits-resources/hunting-fishing-license.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/benefits-resources/peddlers-license.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/drivertopics/vetdesignation.htm
https://www.state.nj.us/mvc/drivertopics/militarywaiver.htm
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/vehicletopics/disvet.htm
https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/licenses-and-permits/disabled-veteran-license-information/
https://business.nj.gov/pages/vob-dvob

Division of Consumer Affairs Military Outreach & Support

Professional & Occupational Licenses for Veterans and Spouses

Military and Overseas Voting

Troops to Teachers

Journey Through Jersey

Federal Partners

U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

VA improves access to claims information
VA News | August 21, 2024

VA’s Claim Status Tool allows Veterans to view the status of their
VA claims online using their VA.gov login. This tool displays which
claims are in process and identifies any actions Veterans need to
take. It also gives Veterans the ability to review recent claim activity.


https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/military
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/military
https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/vote-military-and-overseas.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/rpi/recruitment/spousesandvets/troops/
https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/sites/theme/conflict/

VA recently enhanced the Claim Status Tool to improve your digital,
self-service experience. The tool now shows a breakdown of the
eight-step disability claims process, making it easier to understand
where your claim currently is.

Read Full News Feature

theSITREP Podcast

By: Department of Veterans Affairs

Podcast

What is the GI Bill & Different Types Gl Bills
Available for Service members & Veterans

Whether you are active duty, Guard, Reserve, Veteran or family
member, learn how you can use your VA education benefits to
obtain a bachelors, masters or doctorate, use it for on-the-job
training, apprenticeships, and much more.

Click on the link below for the full playlist of more than 30 videos,
and get answers to all your Gl Bill questions.

theSITREP Podcast



https://news.va.gov/134099/va-improves-access-to-claims-information/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2quV7hnnZ3n1_2wQL3i1H73YyA_iMUCY

VIETNAM GULFWAR POST-9/11

WERE YOU EXPOSED TO BURN PITS,
NUCLEAR WEAPONS, CHEMICALS,

- Applyfo

ULS. Department
of Veterans Affairs


https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/

The Women Veterans Call Center
is Your Guide to VA

Live women representatives, many of whom are
Veterans, are standing by to help.

Call or text 1-855-VA-WOMEN
(1-855-829-6636)
or chat with us online

Weekdays 8:00 am - 10:00 pe ET W ol U.S. Department
Saturday 8:00 am - &30 pm ET by of Veterans Affairs

o N .

Featured Links

National Parks Pass

VALife Insurance

VA Urgent Care Services

Accessing Records from the National Archives or NPRC

PACT Act Performance Dashboard

How to Check Your PACT Act Claim Status

Download VA Benefit Letters

Podcasts on Veterans' Issues

VA Health and Benefits Mobile App

Women Veterans Call Center



https://news.va.gov/110751/free-lifetime-pass-to-national-parks/
https://www.va.gov/life-insurance/options-eligibility/valife/
https://news.va.gov/128934/everything-to-know-about-va-urgent-care/
https://news.va.gov/119456/accessing-records-national-archives-center/
https://www.accesstocare.va.gov/healthcare/pactact
https://news.va.gov/117737/how-to-check-your-pact-act-claim-status/
https://www.va.gov/records/download-va-letters/
https://news.va.gov/113338/podcasts-veterans-issues-important-messages/
https://news.va.gov/109175/va-mobile-app-six-essential-facts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNHTlsiCB5g
https://www.womenshealth.va.gov/wvcc.asp

Veterans Legacy Memorial

Million Veteran Program

#VetResources

Retiree Spotlight

Walter R. Nall

COL(R) Walter R. Nall served as Deputy Commissioner of Veterans
Affairs for DMAVA. He retired in 2016 from the NJ Army National
Guard, after having begun his military career in 1983 with the
Alabama Army National Guard.


https://www.cem.va.gov/VLM/
https://www.mvp.va.gov/pwa/
https://news.va.gov/vetresources/

His combat service included both Operation Iraqgi Freedom Ill in
2005, then in 2011 he found himself in Afghanistan with the Special
Operations Command.

Hear him speak of his career in the Veterans History Project recording
he conducted at the National Guard Militia Museum of New Jersey.

Never Forget

In Honor of all those from New Jersey who gave
their lives in the fight against terrorism during

Operation Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom.
In humble gratitude, we remember their sacrifice.

August 28, 2008
Operation Iraqi Freedom
SPC Michael L.
Gonzalez
U.S. Army


https://njmilitiamuseum.org/walter-nall

Spotswood, New Jersey August 30, 2007
Operation Iraqi Freedom
SSG Jason M. Butkus
U.S. Army
West Milford, New Jersey

"But on the battlefield their feet stood fast, and in an
instant at the height of their fortune, they passed
away from the scene, not of their fear, but of their

glory."
~ Pericles

NJ Fallen Heroes Memorial



https://nj.gov/fallenheroesmemorial/

General Donald McGowan

Donald McGowan was born in Orange, NJ on August 30, 1899.
McGowan, one of New Jersey’s most notable soldiers, joined the
National Guard on graduating from high school, served in the
Mexican Border campaign of 1916 and rose from private to
sergeant major of the 114th Infantry in World War | at the unheard
of age of nineteen.

In the postwar era, he attended West Point but left the military
academy to be commissioned a lieutenant in the New Jersey
National Guard. McGowan rose to the rank of lieutenant colonel and
was assistant adjutant general of New Jersey in 1940, when he was
promoted to colonel and appointed to command the Guard’s 102nd
Cavalry, and led the 102nd ashore at Omaha Beach, Normandy, on
June 8, 1944.



Following World War Il, McGowan served again as New Jersey’s
assistant adjutant general and was promoted to brigadier general in
1947. He commanded the New Jersey National Guard’s 50th
Armored Division as a major general from 1948 to 1955, when he
was appointed chief of the Army National Guard Bureau and then
chief of the entire National Guard Bureau in Washington, a position
from which he retired in 1963.

General McGowan died on September 24, 1967 in Lawrence
Township and is buried in Arlington National Cemetery.

Resources

; : .| A Resource Guide NW &EM
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https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Military%20Veterans%20Families%20Resource%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Benefits%20Guide.pdf
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DMAVA Careers

We Are Hiring!

At the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs we
take our work in support of Veterans, Servicemembers and their
families very seriously. Whether supporting our Veterans with
nursing care, transitional housing, or assisting them in navigating
access to their Veteran benefits, the Department provides valuable
services and can offer rewarding career opportunities to members
of the public.

We also have opportunities in facilities management and program


https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Transportation%20Guide.pdf
https://www.va.gov/getstarted/

management. In addition, we have job openings for members of our
military to serve in AGR and Federal Technician roles.

Subscribe to DMAVA Jobs Bulletin to stay updated on job openings.

Vacancies

Stay Connected

Click Here



https://dmava.org/
https://www.nj.gov/military/admin/vacancy/
https://dmava.org/events
https://dmava.org/events

We hope you enjoy receiving our newsletter and find it both
educational and engaging. If you have questions about our
department, our programs or your benefits, please visit our
website at nj.gov/military to get contact information.

Contact DMAVA

Please email us at outreach@dmava.nj.gov with feedback and
comments regarding the newsletter. If you would like to
contribute with an item of interest to our subscribers, please
email us your proposal.

Visit the DMAVA archives to view previous editions of our
newsletter.

Forward to a friend

0B0 -z



https://www.nj.gov/military/contact-us/
https://www.nj.gov/military/contact-us/
mailto:outreach@dmava.nj.gov
https://www.nj.gov/military/history/archives/
https://dmava.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NJDMAVA/
https://twitter.com/NJDMAVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/dmavapao
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/albums
https://www.instagram.com/njnationalguard/
https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/NJ-NG

nj.gov/military

NJ Department of Military & Veterans Affairs
101 Eggerts Crossing Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

Privacy Notice

Disclaimer: The appearance of any non-DMAVA information or hyperlinks
does not constitute endorsement of the products or services on the part of
the New Jersey Department of Military & Veterans Affairs.


https://nj.gov/military
https://www.nj.gov/military/privacy.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/military/

