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Amendments to the 1 94 7 Constitution 

ARTICLE IV, SECTION VII, PARAGRAPH 2 

Amend Article IV, Section VII, paragraph 2, of the Constitidion 
of the State of New Jersey to read as fallows: 

2. No gambling of any kind shall be authorized by the Legislature 
unless the specific kind, restrictions and control thereof have been 
heretofore submitted to, and authorized by a majority of the votes 
cast by, the people at a special election or shall hereafter be ·sub­
mitted to, and authorized by a majority of the votes cast thereon by, 
the legally qualified voters of the State voting at a general election, 
except that, without any such submission or authorization; 

A. It shall be lawful for bona fide veterans, charitable, educa­
tional, religious or fraternal organizations, civic and service clubs, 
senior citizen associations or clubs, volunteer fire companies and 
first-aid or rescue squads to conduct, under such restrictions and 
control as shall from time to time be prescribed by the Legislature 
by law, games of chance of, and restricted to, the selling of rights 
to participate, the awarding of prizes, in the specific kind of game 
of chance sometimes known as bingo or lotto, played with cards 
bearing numbers or other designations, five or more in one line, the 
holder covering numbers as objects, similarly numbered, are drawn 
from a receptacle and the game being won by the person who first 
covers a previously designated arrangement of numbers on such a 
card, when the entire net proceeds of such games of chance are to 
be devoted to educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or public­
spirited uses, and in the case of senior citizen associations or clubs 
to the support of such organizations, in any municipality, in which 
a majority of the qualified voters, voting thereon, at a general or 
special election as the submission thereof ·shall be prescribed by the 
Legislature by law, shall authorize the conduct of such games of 
chance therein. 

B. It shall be lawful for the Legislature to authorize, by law, 
bona fide veterans, charitable, educational, religious or fraternal 
organizations, civic and service clubs, volunteer fire companies and 
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first-aid or rescue ,squads to conduct games of chance of, and 
restricted to, the selling of rights to participate, and the awarding 
of prizes, in the specific kinds of games of chance sometimes known 
as raffles, conducted by the drawing for prizes or by the allotment 
of prizes by chance, when the entire net proceeds of such games of 
chance are to be devoted to educational, charitable, patriotic, 
religious or public-spirited uses, in any municipality, in which such 
law shall be adopted by a majority of the qualified voters, voting 
thereon, at a general or special election as the submission thereof 
shall be prescribed by law and for the Legislature, from time to 
time, to restrict and control, by law, the conduct of such games of 
chance and 

C. It shall be lawful for the Legislature to authorize the conduct 
of State lotteries restricted to the selling of rights to participate 
therein and the awarding of prizes by drawings when the entire net 
proceeds of any such lottery shall be for State institutions, State 
aid for education. 

D. It shall be lawful for the Legislature to authorize by law the 
establishment and operation, under regulation and control by the 
State, of gambling houses or casinos within the boundaries, as 
heretofore established, of the city of Atlantic City, county of 
Atlantic, and to license and tax such operations and equipment 
used in connection therewith. Any law authorizing the establish­
ment and operation of such gambling establishments shall provide 
for the State revenues derived therefrom to be applied solely for 
the purpose of providing funding for reductions in property taxes, 
rental, telephone, gas, electric, and municipal utilities charges of, 
eligible senior citizens and disabled residents of the State, and for 
additional or expanded health services or benefits or transportation 
services or benefits to eligible senior citizens and disabled residents, 
in accordance with such formulae as the Legislature shall by law 
provide. The type and number of such casinos or gambling houses 
and of the gambling games which may be conducted in any ·such 
establishment shall be determined by or pursuant to the terms of the 
law authorizing the establishment and operation thereof. 

Adopted November 3, 1981. 

Effective December 3, 1981. 
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ARTICLE V, SECTION I, PARAGRAPH 14 

Amend Article V, Section I, paragraph 14, of the Constitution of 
the State of New Jersey to read as follows: 

14. (a) When a bill has finally passed both houses, the house in 
which final action was taken to complete its passage shall cause it 
to be presented to the Governor before the close of the calendar 
day next following the date of the session at which such final action 
was taken. 

(b) A passed bill presented to the Governor shall become law: 
(1) if the Governor approves and signs it within the period 

allowed for his consideration; or, 
(2) if the Governor does not return it to the house of origin, 

with a statement of his objections, before the expiration of the 
period allowed for his consideration; or, 

(3) if, upon reconsideration of a bill objected to by the 
Governor, two-thirds of all the members of each house agree 
to pass the bill. 

( c) The period allowed for the Governor's consideration of a 
passed bill shall be from the date of presentation until noon of the 
forty-fifth day next following or, if the house~ of origin be in tem­
porary adjournment on that day, the first day subsequent upon 
which the house reconvenes; except that: 

(1) if on the said forty-fifth day the Legislature is in ad­
journment sine die, any bill then pending the Governor's ap­
proval shall be returned, if he objects to it, at a special session 
held pursu:mt to subparagraph ( d) of this paragraph; 

(2) any bill passed between the forty-fifth day and the tenth 
day preceding the expiration of the second legislative year shall 
be returned by the Governor, if he objects to it, not later than 
noon of the day next preceding the expiration of the second 
legislative year; 

(3) any bill passed within 10 days preceding the expiration 
of the second legislative year shall become law only if the 
G-overnor signs it prior to such expiration, or the Governor 
returns it to the House of origin, with a statement of his objec­
tions, and two-thirds of all members of each House agree to 
pass the bill prior to such expiration. 

( d) For the purpO'se of permitting the return of bills pursuant 
to this paragraph, a special session of the Legislature shall con­
vene, without petition or call, for the sole purpose of acting upon 
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bills returned by the Governor, on the forty-fifth day next follow­
ing adjournment sine die of the regular session; or, if the second 
legislative year of a 2-year Legislature will expire before said 
forty-fifth day, then the day next preceding the expiration of the 
legislative year. 

(e) Upon receiving from the Governor a bill returned by him 
with his objections, the house in which it originated shall enter the 
objections at large in its journal and proceed to reconsider it. If, 
upon reconsideration, on or after the third day following its return, 
or the first day of a special session convened for the sole purpose 
of acting on such bills, two-thirds of all the members of the house 
of origin agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the 
objections of the Governor, to the other house; and if, upon recon­
sideration, it is approved by two-thirds of all the members of the 
house, it shall become a law. In all such cases the votes of each 
house shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the 
persons voting for and against the bill shall be entered on the 
journals of the respective houses. 

(f) The Governor, in returning ·with his objections a bill for 
reconsideration at any general or special session of the Legislature, 
may recommend that an amendment or amendments specified by 
him be made in the bill, and in such case the Legislature may amend 
and re-enact the bill. If a bill be so amended and re-enacted, it 
shall be presented again to the Governor, but shall become a law 
only if he shall sign it within 10 days after presentation; and no 
bill shall be returned by the Governor a second time. 

Adopted November 3, 1981. 

Effective December 3, 1981. 

ARTICLE VIII, SECTION V, PARAGRAPH 1 

Amend Article VIII of the Constitution of the State of New 
Jersey by adding a new Section V, paragraph 1, as follows: 

SECTION v 
1. No lands that were formerly tidal flowed, but which have not 

been tidal flowed at any time for a period of 40 years, shall be 
deemed riparian lands, or lands subject to a riparian claim, and 
the passage of that period shall be a good and sufficient bar to 
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any such claim, unless during that period the State has specifically 
defined and asserted such a claim pursuant to law. This section 
shall apply to lands which have not been tidal flowed at any time 
during the 40 years immediately preceding adoption of this amend­
ment with respect to any claim not specifically defined and asserted 
by the State within 1 year of the adoption of this amendment. 

Adopted November 3, 1981. 

Effective December 3, 1981. 




