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Gertrude S. Galloway

Gertrude “Gertie” Scott 
Galloway passed away at 

her home on July 17, 2014 after 
a battle with cancer.  Gertie was 
the first Deaf superintendent 
of MKSD, (1999) and the first 
Deaf female Superintendent 
to be appointed in the United 
States. She was the first woman 
president of the Conference of 
the Educational Administrators 
of the Schools and Programs 
for the Deaf. Also, she was the first woman to be 
elected president of the National Association of 
the Deaf, and was the first female president of the 
Deaf Seniors of America (DSA). 

Her many leadership roles with deaf organiza-
tions included: vice president and president of 
the Maryland Association of the Deaf, vice presi-
dent of the Gallaudet College Alumni Association 
(GCAA), and president of the Free State chapter 
of the GCAA. In 1986, former President Ronald 
Reagan appointed her as chair of the Pre-College  
Committee on the National Commission of the 
Education for the Deaf, which presented a report, 
“Toward Equality-Education of the Deaf”, that con-
tained important recommendations to Congress for  
improving the quality of education for deaf and 
hard of hearing people. 

She attended the Kendall School for the Deaf in 
Washington, DC, and earned her BA from Gallau-
det College. While teaching mathematics at the 
Maryland School for the Deaf (MSD), she worked 

towards an M.A. in deaf edu-
cation from Western Mary-
land College (now McDaniel 
College). 

After receiving her degree, 
she was promoted to assis-
tant principal at MSD’s Colum-
bia campus and stayed in that 
position until 1990. During 
this time, she had an impor-
tant role in establishing new 
elementary school programs 

and programs for students with multiple disabilities. 
She taught psychology and women’s studies at Hood 
College in Frederick, and American Sign Language at 
Western Maryland College. 

Before Gertie became superintendent of MKSD 
in 1991 she earned a doctorate in special educa-
tion administration from Gallaudet in 1993, and in 
2002 she was awarded an honorary degree from the  
University. After retiring in 1999, she was DSA  
president from 1999 to 2005. 

Gertie was an avid sports fan. She loved her  
Washington Redskins and watching tennis. She lived 
her life in service to her family, friends and com-
munity. She is quoted saying”...so many things hap-
pened to me without really making plans for them...
the winds kept on blowing me, throwing me off the 
courses in many ways...so I danced to the winds.” She 
will be missed.

MKSD has many fond memories of Gertie. She 
gave her best to the students and the school. Ron 
Goodwin, former superintendent, stated in a previous 
Katzenbach School News issue: “Dr. Gertrude  
Galloway was one of the nicest, and most caring and 
humble people I have ever met.”

Gertie is preceded in death by her parents, sister 
Meda, and children Dawn and Vance. She is survived 
by her daughter Shayne Galloway and four grand-
children, Morgan and Tyler Reeves and Brit and Dane 
Galloway, her brother and sister-in-law Roger and 
Pauline Scott of Delaware and several nieces and 
nephews. 

Most of this article was taken from Gertie’s obituary 
published in Austin American-Statesman from 

July 20 to July 21, 2014

Sports News

Fuquan Howard scored his 1000th career point 
during a game at Pennsylvania School for the 

Deaf on January 16, 2014.  He became the 15th 

player in NJSD school history to reach this mile-
stone. He ended his career 10th all-time with 1,165 
career points.

Fuquan was also picked to represent the East 
in the USADB (United States of America Deaf Bas-
ketball Organization)  East-West High School All 
American All Star game. He traveled to North Carolina to participate 
in the game. 

Fuquan graduated last June and is now at Gallaudet University. He 
is on the football team and will try out for the basketball team in No-
vember. Fuquan’s major is Physical Education. 

The Katzenbach athletic department worked very hard 
to raise over $3000 in donations to send eight stu-

dents to basketball camp this summer. This was a National 
girls and boys basketball camp held at Maryland School for 
the Deaf.  The camp was a week long learning experience 
for both the girls and the boys. Players learned basketball 
skills and met other deaf students from all over the USA.

Senior Elvira Kabanova Coach Stacey Jones Freshman Emily Cruz

FUQUAN HOWARD reaches 1,000 Points!

Summer Basketball Camp

Coach Krieger, Corey Jenkins, Miguel Dominguez, Camp Director 
Jeramias Valencia, Amon Baldwin, Stanley Uka, Coach Magana
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Alumni/Museum News
Welcome back to the Alumni news. Last year the Katzenbach School 

News did not publish for the 2013-14 school year, due to lack of an 
editor.

ALUMNI NEWS

On Saturday October 12, 2013 the Alumni hosted a 5K Run (3.1 miles) at 
MKSD to raise funds for school needs. Many Deaf, hard of hearing, and hear-
ing runners participated. Children ran races, too.  Medals were awarded to 
runners in age groups from 18 to 90 years old with first, second, and third 
places. Children got awards, too.

The Alumni sponsored senior Joey Bingham to attend Youth Leadership 
camp in Oregon last spring to meet other student leaders from other states. 
He learned new things from the camp and thanked the Alumni. 

Two 50-inch LCD flat televisions were purchased for the boys’ and girls’ resi-
dences.

The Alumni helped to pay expenses to the Sunshine Foundation to send 
some students on a trip to Disney World in Florida last spring. They also spon-
sored some high school boys to attend the Mike Glenn basketball camp in 
Maryland. 

Alumni Day was held on May 3, 2014 with a meeting at the Jochem Center 
and softball games at Dey/Fedorchak field. Phil DiMaio, Alumni board mem-
ber, presented a dedication award to Tom Sparks, President of Alumni, made 
by Robert Strohmeier, for his outstanding achievement to NJ/MKSD. The High 
School residence boys’ softball team hosted softball games. Three other deaf 
school teams came to play the games. Alumni sponsored trophies for first, 
second and third places. NJ/MKSD boys’ softball team were champions for 
third year in a row and NJ/MKSD girls’ softball team were first time champions!

MUSEUM NEWS

 The Museum is moving to the Clock Tower building. For the past few weeks, 
museum officers, committee members and friends Tom and Phyllis Sparks, 
Joe and Marion DeLusant, Phil DiMaio, Anthony DiMaio, Bob Yuhas, Fred  
Elbrecht, Tom Downs, Loraine Kegerreis, Liz McGlone, Bob Goodwin, Vincent 
Bizzari, Richard Emore, and Pat Cleland packed up the museum and moved 
everything to the Clock Tower (bldg. 30). Twice the campus truck was filled 
with furniture! Hopefully in a few months, the museum will be ready.

Cottage 1 has become the St. Joseph building. Their staff were very kind 
to move furniture from the 1930’s and 1960’s and deliver the furniture to the 
Clock Tower for the Museum. Staff removed coat racks from the old mud room 
that small children used for hanging coats and snow or rain boots.

DECEASED ALUMNI

September 2013 - September 2014

Harold McRae, class of 1973, passed 
away on September 2013.

Edward Morgan, class of 1984, passed 
away on October 2013.

Charles Svenson, age 75, former 
student at NJSD and should be class 
of 1957, passed away on October 14, 
2013.

Sally DiCesaris, class of 1978, passed 
away on October 2013

Richard Coar, age 74, class of 1959, 
passed away on November 10, 2013.

William (Bill) Cleland, age 69, class of 
1966, passed away on November 21, 
2013.

Jenny Doerrmann Bingham, age 52, 
former student at NJSD and left to 
attend MSSD and graduated at MSSD, 
passed away on November 29, 2013.

Ed Reis, former student at NJSD, 
passed away on December 16, 2013

John Tunison, age 73, class of 1959, 
passed away on January 22, 2014

Nancy Anne Bracey, age 49, class 
of 1984, passed away on August 25, 
2014

Mary “Mitzi” Ressler Barnabei, age 
85, class of 1948, passed away on 
August 31, 2014. 

Mike Wehmeyer, age 58, class of 1974 
passed away on September 7, 2014. 

Alumni  and Museum News
is provided by Phyllis Sparks

If anyone has item(s) from the past in

 your building, let Phyllis Sparks know. 

2014 - 2016 ALUMNI OFFICERS
President	 First  Vice-President
Tom Sparks, Jr. 	 Joey DeLusant

Second Vice-President	 Treasurer
Heidi Schumacher Wallace	 Kevin Fennesey

Secretary
Phyllis Sparks

Board Members at Large
Phil Dimaio, Darlene Sarnouski, Marion DeLusant

Marie Katzenbach/New Jersey School for 
the Deaf has a rich history, full of trea-

sures. One of our treasures is Dr. Gertrude “Gertie”  
Galloway, NJSD’s first superintendent to be Deaf. 
When Dr. Galloway passed away this summer she left 
a very rich legacy. Not only was she the first super-
intendent of NJSD to be Deaf, she was also the first 
president of the National Association of the Deaf to 
be a woman and the first woman president of the  
Conference of Educational Administrators of Schools 
and Programs for the Deaf. In this issue of the Kat-
zenbach School News you will find more “firsts” for this 
fascinating woman who broke down many barriers 
faced by Deaf people in the hearing world - and Deaf 
women in the Deaf community. 

While I was studying for my doctorate at Gallaudet 
University and teaching at Gallaudet, I had the pleasure 
of getting to know Gertie on a personal level. People 
often acknowledge her accomplishments but these  
accomplishments do not tell the full story of Gertie. 
She was first and foremost a wonderful human being, 
a loving mother and a great friend. She will be sorely 
missed but her spirit lives on in the lives of those she 
touched and in the organizations that had the honor 
of her leadership. MK/NJSD is proud to have had the 
privilege of having her as its superintendent.

Also in this issue you will find information about 
current and new programs. Our Extended School 
Year (ESY) continues to be a very popular program. 

This past summer we shortened ESY to four weeks 
(instead of five) and extended the school day to in-
sure students had sufficient instructional time. The 
reason for a four-week ESY program was to give our 
instructional and administrative staff an extra week to 
rest before the new school year began in September. 
We also put more emphasize on academics, spend-
ing more time during the day on reading and writ-
ing skills. Based on the comments we received from  
students, the changes we made for the ESY program 
were very successful.

Also in this issue is a story about our new itinerant 
program. The itinerant program is part of the newly  
created Center for Statewide Educational Support 
Services (SCESS). SCESS encompasses four programs 
– Specialized Child Study Team, Regional Consultant, 
Itinerant Program, and Audiology Program. SCESS is 
part of our transformation from a school that was fo-
cused on meeting the needs of Deaf and hard of hear-
ing (D/HH) students on its campus to a school that 
is focused on meeting the needs of D/HH students 
throughout New Jersey.

There is much more happening at MK/NJSD as the  
enclosed pages will show. We hope you enjoy this is-
sue of the Katzenbach News and agree that MK/NJSD 
is the place to be.

Inside this Issue:

Dr.  Angel’s Message	 Pg. 3

Gertrude Galloway	 Pg. 4 

Staff News, SCESS	 Pg. 5 

Extended School Year 	 Pg. 6

Graduation and Prom	 Pg. 8

Sports News	 Pg. 9

Alumni and Museum News	 Pg. 10

5K Fund Raising Event	 Pg. 11

 

Angel M. Ramos, Ph.D.
Superintendent

A Message from Dr. Angel
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2014 Graduation and Prom

GRADUATION

Graduation at Katzenbach 
is always a special time for 

the seniors. The day is filled with 
excitement leading up to the  
ceremony. After school the stu-
dents start practicing! When prac-
tice concludes, the students are 
treated to a special dinner. In the 
past, seniors enjoyed pizza or Chi-
nese food, however this year was a 
little different - the generous staff 
at MKSD prepared home cooked 
food for the Class of 2014!

At the ceremony, awards were 
given and a special time for 
parents was enjoyed. Former  
graduate Joshua Beckman (‘05) 
was the guest speaker. Joshua is a 
graduate of Gallaudet University. 

As always, the evening con-
cluded with delicious treats. Many  
volunteers work very hard to 
make this a memorable occasion 
for the seniors and their families.

PROM

The Junior/Senior Prom was held 
at the Mountainview Country 
Club. The theme was a Hawaiian 
Luau. 

NJSD continued the annual tra-
dition of traveling to the Mercer 
County Technical School for hair, 
makeup and nails. MKSD students 
enjoyed being pampered by the 
students enrolled in the Cosme-
tology classes at the tech school.

A bus transported the students 
to the Country Club for a wonder-
ful evening of great food, danc-
ing, games, and a photo booth! 
Everyone had a great time at this 
memorable event!

As can be seen from the photos 
at right, the students enjoyed the 
fun and silly photo booth!

Shanon Johnson, Prom King
Eddiliana Brito, Prom Queen

Congratulations!

2014 Graduates  (pictured above left to right)

Class of 2014 Prom King & Queen

Seated: Judith Cantril, Neha Uppal, Lamirra Arrington, Namrata 
Kaur, Katrina DeValerio, Eddiliana Brito, Maria Marenco, Alba 
Peralta, Zienada Franklin
Standing: Matthew Springer, Herison Agramonte, David Garcia, 
Nnamdi Ogbuagu, Alessandro Ryan, James Bingham, Thomas 
Moy, Matthew Gilmore, Joseph Gilmore, Shanon Johnson, 
Fuquan Howard, Joseph Ruggieri

Staff News
RETIRED
Wendy Clugston, High School

Frank Clyburn, Maintenance

Elaine Figueroa, Housekeeping

Patti Heenan, High School

Lisa Hullfish, ELMS

Karen Mabry-Lucas, Business Office

Jim Oehlers, High School

Maryann Piunno-Smith, High School

Debbie Solimando, Early Childhood Program

Elsie Winters, High School

LEFT FOR NEW EMPLOYMENT
Ann Girton, Teaching Assistant

Joan Cohen, Interpreter Coordinator

DECEASED
Gertrude Galloway, former Superintendent

Pat Severino, Head of Maintenance - worked at 
MKSD for 37 years.
Bill Cornish, Storeroom - worked at MKSD from 
1975 to 2005
Christine Brown - retired in 1993

Jim Hynes, CAB Member

One of Marie Katzenbach/New Jersey School for 
the Deaf’s goals is to help meet the needs of  

D/deaf and hard of hearing (D/HH) students on their  
local campuses and not just on our campus. Last year 
we created a new division, the Center for Statewide 
Educational Support Services (SCESS), to help us 
meet this goal. Two services that are offered through 
the Center include the Specialized Child Study Team 
(SCST) that provides diagnostic services for D/HH stu-
dents and a regional consultant that provides free 
consultation to school districts. We are pleased to 
announce that the Center has expanded its services 
to include itinerant and audiology services. Both of 
these services are available to D/HH students and 
their school districts in the state of New Jersey. 

The itinerant teacher works with D/HH students in 
local school districts, their teachers and parents. All 
of the itinerant teachers are required to have cer-
tification as a teacher of D/HH students. They travel 
from school district to school district to provide 
educational services to D/HH students in local pub-
lic schools. The Itinerant teacher has many roles and 
responsibilities besides just teaching, however, such 
as making sure D/HH students have appropriate/ade-
quate support services, and monitoring student’s lan-
guage development. The itinerant teacher works very 
closely with each of the D/HH student’s teachers in a 

collaborative atmosphere to insure that the needs 
of the D/HH student are met. This includes helping 
public school teachers identify and implement ways 
to make curriculum accessible as well as improve  
social interaction between the D/HH student and 
his/her peers. The itinerant teacher also works 
closely with their teachers to provide suggestions 
and feedback that will insure that assessment and 
grading of the D/HH student is valid and reliable. 
Besides working with D/HH students and their teach-
ers, the itinerant teacher also works closely with 
the D/HH student’s parents, providing them with 
a wealth of information that will help their child be 
successful academically and socially.

Our audiologist provides on-site educational  
audiology services to school districts and D/HH stu-
dent’s teachers to insure that the audiology needs of 
the student are met. This includes coordinating the 
student’s use of hearing aids, personal FM systems 
and/or classroom sound field systems in the educa-
tional setting. The use of our audiologist for on-site 
educational audiology services is a very cost effective  
option for school districts.

For more information on our new programs please 
contact the superintendent’s office at 609.530.3112 
or send email to superintendent.secretary@mksd.
org. 

Expanded Services at SCESS
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While Katzenbach students enjoy the Extended 
School Year Program, Deaf or hard of hearing stu-

dents from other programs may attend. There are day as 
well as residential programs. Even students who reside 
close to MKSD sometimes choose to stay in the dorm in 
order to participate in the evening social activities that 
resemble summer camp. After a day of academic learn-
ing, as well as team building, students enjoy dinner and 
fun activities, such as barbecues, minor league baseball 
games, amusement parks, and just fun social time! Resi-
dential students start their day with a nutritious breakfast 
and then meet the day students for academic classes. 
Reading, Writing, and Mathematics are taught by certi-

 

Jorge shares his experiences

Joshua shapes pretzel dough while 
learning about owning a business

ESY at MKSDEach summer, Katzenbach 
School offers an Extended 

School Year (ESY) program for stu-
dents from Kindergarten through 
High School.  Ninety-five students 
attended the four-week program 
from July 8th through August 1st. 
There were programs for Elemen-
tary, Middle, and High School stu-
dents. The school operates a day, as 
well as a residential program-- for 
students who wish to experience 
social interaction with their peers 
after regular school hours. 

Certified teachers instruct academ-
ic classes in the mornings and after-
noons are filled with team building 
and other enriching activities.  The  
four weeks are enhanced by trips 
that coincide with the theme for 
each specific week. 

Many weeks of planning are 
completed before that first day in 
July when the students arrive. The 
teachers, assisted by teaching as-
sistants and one-on-one teacher’s 
aides, do their best to incorporate 
learning into interesting and fun 
lessons for each age group.  The 
summer program’s intent is to pre-
vent regression and improve skills 
in order to be ready when that first 
day of school begins in September!  

The high school theme  was “Life 
After This”. The students learned 
about the choices they will have 

to make upon graduation from 
high school. Students attended 

trips related to attending college, 
employment, entrepreneurship, 
and apartment living. Academic 

lessons were geared toward 
these topics and students inter-
acted with employers, business 

owners, human resource profes-
sionals, college tour guides, and 

federal employees. These 
experiences allowed the stu-

dents to be exposed to life 
outside of Katzenbach.

A trip to the Philadelphia Na-
val Yard gave the students the 

opportunity to meet and in-
teract with Jorge Flores, a deaf 

employee who works for the 
Department of Defense at the 

Naval Yard. Jorge shared his per-
sonal history, as well as his career 
background. Because of his many 

positive experiences working 
for the Department of Defense,  
he encouraged the students to 
consider employment with the 
federal government.  Students 

were treated to a tour of the test-
ing facility and the research and 

development area.

2014 Summer School

Who Can Attend ESY?
fied teachers. After lunch, the students participate in team 
building activities and elective classes. Trips related to the 
theme for the week enhance learning and give valuable life 
experiences. How can your child enjoy summer school next 
summer? It’s easy! Contact our Enrollment Coordinator, 
Margaret Provost. While next year’s program is still in the 
planning stages, Mrs. Provost will be able to give you infor-
mation about the program and how to enroll your student. 
Contact Information:	 Margaret Provost
			   Enrollment Coordinator
			   margarget.provost@mksd.org
			   609-530-3156	
			   609-498-7931 VP

ELMS ESY
Lower School

This summer program focused on reading, writing 
and math, and of course students learned new 

things related to the themes. Students went to the 
CLERC center on Wednesdays for story time.  There 
was a story related to our theme and then a craft or 
activity after the story. 

There were four themes for the summer program. 
For the first week, “Colonial America”, students went 
to Olde City in Philadelphia PA.  Students took a tour 
of Elfreth’s Alley, which is the oldest street in the city. 
The houses were small and have been restored to 
what they looked like in the 1700’s.  Then the group 
traveled to Independence Hall where there was a 
re-enactment of the reading of the Declaration of 
Independence.  The special theme related snack this 
week was butter, made by the students. Students put 
a marble in a baby food jar, filled it with cream and a 
pinch of salt then shook the jar very hard for about 
five minutes. The finished product was a delicious ball 
of butter.

Week two’s theme was “Our Earth”.  Students learned 
about different things around the earth and the envi-
ronment.  Students enjoyed swimming in Atsion Lake.  
It is a cedar lake with red water!  For the special snack, 
students made fruit skewers from fruit they cut up 
and dipped in yogurt.

Deaf Awareness was the theme 
for the third week.  PSD came to 
visit  and we had activities in the 
Jochem Center that allowed us 
to show pride in our culture with 
ASL poetry, handshape stories, 
and handshape art.  PSD enjoyed 
lunch with the students.  NJSD’s 
students were treated to an as-
sembly by the Mad Scientist.  He 
made a plastic head melt and also 
made slime. At the end, he made 
students hair stand end!

Week four’s theme was Char-
acter Education - Students went 
to Neshaminy State Park and en-
joyed swimming in their pool. Students made a spe-
cial snack of trail mix, but not for themselves.  A name 
was picked out of a hat and a special batch was made 
for that person. It always feels good to give to others.  

Middle School

Extended School Year for 
the Middle School stu-
dents focused on four dif-
ferent themes: Greek My-
thology and Astronomy, 
“Going Green”, Engineer-
ing, and “Lost”. During the 
morning sessions,  the stu-
dents participated in sus-
tained silent reading for 
20 minutes and then Fair 
View, MVL, and Math until 
lunch. After lunch students focused on the themes 
for the week.

For Greek Mythology and Astronomy week, the 
students visited the Trenton Planetarium to enhance 
their understanding of the solar system. The students 
also learned how to use coordinates to graph the 
fall and spring constellations. For an interesting and 
creative activity to demonstrate the students’ under-
standing of Greek Mythology, the students created 
their own myth and acted out Greek skits. This helped 
them to learn more about ancient Greek life.

“Going Green” week taught the students about re-
newable energy, gardening, composting, harmful ef-

fects of pollution, plastic, and 
styrofoam. Students traveled 
to Atlantic City and visited the 
wind farm.

Engineering week focused on 
civil engineering projects and 
students built a mock amuse-
ment park, complete with roll-
er coasters, using K’Nex and 
Legos. A trip to Dorney Park was 
the highlight of the week. Stu-
dents were able to connect the 
science behind the creation of 
the various amusement rides.

The final week of ESY was 
an exciting one entitled “Lost”. 
The students experienced an 

overnight camping trip, and also a trip to Lake At-
sion where they learned about survival. Compass and 
map skills, survival cooking, and team building were 
activities students enjoyed.
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Independence.  The special theme related snack this 
week was butter, made by the students. Students put 
a marble in a baby food jar, filled it with cream and a 
pinch of salt then shook the jar very hard for about 
five minutes. The finished product was a delicious ball 
of butter.

Week two’s theme was “Our Earth”.  Students learned 
about different things around the earth and the envi-
ronment.  Students enjoyed swimming in Atsion Lake.  
It is a cedar lake with red water!  For the special snack, 
students made fruit skewers from fruit they cut up 
and dipped in yogurt.

Deaf Awareness was the theme 
for the third week.  PSD came to 
visit  and we had activities in the 
Jochem Center that allowed us 
to show pride in our culture with 
ASL poetry, handshape stories, 
and handshape art.  PSD enjoyed 
lunch with the students.  NJSD’s 
students were treated to an as-
sembly by the Mad Scientist.  He 
made a plastic head melt and also 
made slime. At the end, he made 
students hair stand end!

Week four’s theme was Char-
acter Education - Students went 
to Neshaminy State Park and en-
joyed swimming in their pool. Students made a spe-
cial snack of trail mix, but not for themselves.  A name 
was picked out of a hat and a special batch was made 
for that person. It always feels good to give to others.  

Middle School

Extended School Year for 
the Middle School stu-
dents focused on four dif-
ferent themes: Greek My-
thology and Astronomy, 
“Going Green”, Engineer-
ing, and “Lost”. During the 
morning sessions,  the stu-
dents participated in sus-
tained silent reading for 
20 minutes and then Fair 
View, MVL, and Math until 
lunch. After lunch students focused on the themes 
for the week.

For Greek Mythology and Astronomy week, the 
students visited the Trenton Planetarium to enhance 
their understanding of the solar system. The students 
also learned how to use coordinates to graph the 
fall and spring constellations. For an interesting and 
creative activity to demonstrate the students’ under-
standing of Greek Mythology, the students created 
their own myth and acted out Greek skits. This helped 
them to learn more about ancient Greek life.

“Going Green” week taught the students about re-
newable energy, gardening, composting, harmful ef-

fects of pollution, plastic, and 
styrofoam. Students traveled 
to Atlantic City and visited the 
wind farm.

Engineering week focused on 
civil engineering projects and 
students built a mock amuse-
ment park, complete with roll-
er coasters, using K’Nex and 
Legos. A trip to Dorney Park was 
the highlight of the week. Stu-
dents were able to connect the 
science behind the creation of 
the various amusement rides.

The final week of ESY was 
an exciting one entitled “Lost”. 
The students experienced an 

overnight camping trip, and also a trip to Lake At-
sion where they learned about survival. Compass and 
map skills, survival cooking, and team building were 
activities students enjoyed.

You are viewing an archived document from the New Jersey State Library.
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2014 Graduation and Prom

GRADUATION

Graduation at Katzenbach 
is always a special time for 

the seniors. The day is filled with 
excitement leading up to the  
ceremony. After school the stu-
dents start practicing! When prac-
tice concludes, the students are 
treated to a special dinner. In the 
past, seniors enjoyed pizza or Chi-
nese food, however this year was a 
little different - the generous staff 
at MKSD prepared home cooked 
food for the Class of 2014!

At the ceremony, awards were 
given and a special time for 
parents was enjoyed. Former  
graduate Joshua Beckman (‘05) 
was the guest speaker. Joshua is a 
graduate of Gallaudet University. 

As always, the evening con-
cluded with delicious treats. Many  
volunteers work very hard to 
make this a memorable occasion 
for the seniors and their families.

PROM

The Junior/Senior Prom was held 
at the Mountainview Country 
Club. The theme was a Hawaiian 
Luau. 

NJSD continued the annual tra-
dition of traveling to the Mercer 
County Technical School for hair, 
makeup and nails. MKSD students 
enjoyed being pampered by the 
students enrolled in the Cosme-
tology classes at the tech school.

A bus transported the students 
to the Country Club for a wonder-
ful evening of great food, danc-
ing, games, and a photo booth! 
Everyone had a great time at this 
memorable event!

As can be seen from the photos 
at right, the students enjoyed the 
fun and silly photo booth!

Shanon Johnson, Prom King
Eddiliana Brito, Prom Queen

Congratulations!

2014 Graduates  (pictured above left to right)

Class of 2014 Prom King & Queen

Seated: Judith Cantril, Neha Uppal, Lamirra Arrington, Namrata 
Kaur, Katrina DeValerio, Eddiliana Brito, Maria Marenco, Alba 
Peralta, Zienada Franklin
Standing: Matthew Springer, Herison Agramonte, David Garcia, 
Nnamdi Ogbuagu, Alessandro Ryan, James Bingham, Thomas 
Moy, Matthew Gilmore, Joseph Gilmore, Shanon Johnson, 
Fuquan Howard, Joseph Ruggieri

Staff News
RETIRED
Wendy Clugston, High School

Frank Clyburn, Maintenance

Elaine Figueroa, Housekeeping

Patti Heenan, High School

Lisa Hullfish, ELMS

Karen Mabry-Lucas, Business Office

Jim Oehlers, High School

Maryann Piunno-Smith, High School

Debbie Solimando, Early Childhood Program

Elsie Winters, High School

LEFT FOR NEW EMPLOYMENT
Ann Girton, Teaching Assistant

Joan Cohen, Interpreter Coordinator

DECEASED
Gertrude Galloway, former Superintendent

Pat Severino, Head of Maintenance - worked at 
MKSD for 37 years.
Bill Cornish, Storeroom - worked at MKSD from 
1975 to 2005
Christine Brown - retired in 1993

Jim Hynes, CAB Member

One of Marie Katzenbach/New Jersey School for 
the Deaf’s goals is to help meet the needs of  

D/deaf and hard of hearing (D/HH) students on their  
local campuses and not just on our campus. Last year 
we created a new division, the Center for Statewide 
Educational Support Services (SCESS), to help us 
meet this goal. Two services that are offered through 
the Center include the Specialized Child Study Team 
(SCST) that provides diagnostic services for D/HH stu-
dents and a regional consultant that provides free 
consultation to school districts. We are pleased to 
announce that the Center has expanded its services 
to include itinerant and audiology services. Both of 
these services are available to D/HH students and 
their school districts in the state of New Jersey. 

The itinerant teacher works with D/HH students in 
local school districts, their teachers and parents. All 
of the itinerant teachers are required to have cer-
tification as a teacher of D/HH students. They travel 
from school district to school district to provide 
educational services to D/HH students in local pub-
lic schools. The Itinerant teacher has many roles and 
responsibilities besides just teaching, however, such 
as making sure D/HH students have appropriate/ade-
quate support services, and monitoring student’s lan-
guage development. The itinerant teacher works very 
closely with each of the D/HH student’s teachers in a 

collaborative atmosphere to insure that the needs 
of the D/HH student are met. This includes helping 
public school teachers identify and implement ways 
to make curriculum accessible as well as improve  
social interaction between the D/HH student and 
his/her peers. The itinerant teacher also works 
closely with their teachers to provide suggestions 
and feedback that will insure that assessment and 
grading of the D/HH student is valid and reliable. 
Besides working with D/HH students and their teach-
ers, the itinerant teacher also works closely with 
the D/HH student’s parents, providing them with 
a wealth of information that will help their child be 
successful academically and socially.

Our audiologist provides on-site educational  
audiology services to school districts and D/HH stu-
dent’s teachers to insure that the audiology needs of 
the student are met. This includes coordinating the 
student’s use of hearing aids, personal FM systems 
and/or classroom sound field systems in the educa-
tional setting. The use of our audiologist for on-site 
educational audiology services is a very cost effective  
option for school districts.

For more information on our new programs please 
contact the superintendent’s office at 609.530.3112 
or send email to superintendent.secretary@mksd.
org. 

Expanded Services at SCESS

You are viewing an archived document from the New Jersey State Library.
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Gertrude S. Galloway

Gertrude “Gertie” Scott 
Galloway passed away at 

her home on July 17, 2014 after 
a battle with cancer.  Gertie was 
the first Deaf superintendent 
of MKSD, (1999) and the first 
Deaf female Superintendent 
to be appointed in the United 
States. She was the first woman 
president of the Conference of 
the Educational Administrators 
of the Schools and Programs 
for the Deaf. Also, she was the first woman to be 
elected president of the National Association of 
the Deaf, and was the first female president of the 
Deaf Seniors of America (DSA). 

Her many leadership roles with deaf organiza-
tions included: vice president and president of 
the Maryland Association of the Deaf, vice presi-
dent of the Gallaudet College Alumni Association 
(GCAA), and president of the Free State chapter 
of the GCAA. In 1986, former President Ronald 
Reagan appointed her as chair of the Pre-College  
Committee on the National Commission of the 
Education for the Deaf, which presented a report, 
“Toward Equality-Education of the Deaf”, that con-
tained important recommendations to Congress for  
improving the quality of education for deaf and 
hard of hearing people. 

She attended the Kendall School for the Deaf in 
Washington, DC, and earned her BA from Gallau-
det College. While teaching mathematics at the 
Maryland School for the Deaf (MSD), she worked 

towards an M.A. in deaf edu-
cation from Western Mary-
land College (now McDaniel 
College). 

After receiving her degree, 
she was promoted to assis-
tant principal at MSD’s Colum-
bia campus and stayed in that 
position until 1990. During 
this time, she had an impor-
tant role in establishing new 
elementary school programs 

and programs for students with multiple disabilities. 
She taught psychology and women’s studies at Hood 
College in Frederick, and American Sign Language at 
Western Maryland College. 

Before Gertie became superintendent of MKSD 
in 1991 she earned a doctorate in special educa-
tion administration from Gallaudet in 1993, and in 
2002 she was awarded an honorary degree from the  
University. After retiring in 1999, she was DSA  
president from 1999 to 2005. 

Gertie was an avid sports fan. She loved her  
Washington Redskins and watching tennis. She lived 
her life in service to her family, friends and com-
munity. She is quoted saying”...so many things hap-
pened to me without really making plans for them...
the winds kept on blowing me, throwing me off the 
courses in many ways...so I danced to the winds.” She 
will be missed.

MKSD has many fond memories of Gertie. She 
gave her best to the students and the school. Ron 
Goodwin, former superintendent, stated in a previous 
Katzenbach School News issue: “Dr. Gertrude  
Galloway was one of the nicest, and most caring and 
humble people I have ever met.”

Gertie is preceded in death by her parents, sister 
Meda, and children Dawn and Vance. She is survived 
by her daughter Shayne Galloway and four grand-
children, Morgan and Tyler Reeves and Brit and Dane 
Galloway, her brother and sister-in-law Roger and 
Pauline Scott of Delaware and several nieces and 
nephews. 

Most of this article was taken from Gertie’s obituary 
published in Austin American-Statesman from 

July 20 to July 21, 2014

Sports News

Fuquan Howard scored his 1000th career point 
during a game at Pennsylvania School for the 

Deaf on January 16, 2014.  He became the 15th 

player in NJSD school history to reach this mile-
stone. He ended his career 10th all-time with 1,165 
career points.

Fuquan was also picked to represent the East 
in the USADB (United States of America Deaf Bas-
ketball Organization)  East-West High School All 
American All Star game. He traveled to North Carolina to participate 
in the game. 

Fuquan graduated last June and is now at Gallaudet University. He 
is on the football team and will try out for the basketball team in No-
vember. Fuquan’s major is Physical Education. 

The Katzenbach athletic department worked very hard 
to raise over $3000 in donations to send eight stu-

dents to basketball camp this summer. This was a National 
girls and boys basketball camp held at Maryland School for 
the Deaf.  The camp was a week long learning experience 
for both the girls and the boys. Players learned basketball 
skills and met other deaf students from all over the USA.

Senior Elvira Kabanova Coach Stacey Jones Freshman Emily Cruz

FUQUAN HOWARD reaches 1,000 Points!

Summer Basketball Camp

Coach Krieger, Corey Jenkins, Miguel Dominguez, Camp Director 
Jeramias Valencia, Amon Baldwin, Stanley Uka, Coach Magana

You are viewing an archived document from the New Jersey State Library.
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Alumni/Museum News
Welcome back to the Alumni news. Last year the Katzenbach School 

News did not publish for the 2013-14 school year, due to lack of an 
editor.

ALUMNI NEWS

On Saturday October 12, 2013 the Alumni hosted a 5K Run (3.1 miles) at 
MKSD to raise funds for school needs. Many Deaf, hard of hearing, and hear-
ing runners participated. Children ran races, too.  Medals were awarded to 
runners in age groups from 18 to 90 years old with first, second, and third 
places. Children got awards, too.

The Alumni sponsored senior Joey Bingham to attend Youth Leadership 
camp in Oregon last spring to meet other student leaders from other states. 
He learned new things from the camp and thanked the Alumni. 

Two 50-inch LCD flat televisions were purchased for the boys’ and girls’ resi-
dences.

The Alumni helped to pay expenses to the Sunshine Foundation to send 
some students on a trip to Disney World in Florida last spring. They also spon-
sored some high school boys to attend the Mike Glenn basketball camp in 
Maryland. 

Alumni Day was held on May 3, 2014 with a meeting at the Jochem Center 
and softball games at Dey/Fedorchak field. Phil DiMaio, Alumni board mem-
ber, presented a dedication award to Tom Sparks, President of Alumni, made 
by Robert Strohmeier, for his outstanding achievement to NJ/MKSD. The High 
School residence boys’ softball team hosted softball games. Three other deaf 
school teams came to play the games. Alumni sponsored trophies for first, 
second and third places. NJ/MKSD boys’ softball team were champions for 
third year in a row and NJ/MKSD girls’ softball team were first time champions!

MUSEUM NEWS

 The Museum is moving to the Clock Tower building. For the past few weeks, 
museum officers, committee members and friends Tom and Phyllis Sparks, 
Joe and Marion DeLusant, Phil DiMaio, Anthony DiMaio, Bob Yuhas, Fred  
Elbrecht, Tom Downs, Loraine Kegerreis, Liz McGlone, Bob Goodwin, Vincent 
Bizzari, Richard Emore, and Pat Cleland packed up the museum and moved 
everything to the Clock Tower (bldg. 30). Twice the campus truck was filled 
with furniture! Hopefully in a few months, the museum will be ready.

Cottage 1 has become the St. Joseph building. Their staff were very kind 
to move furniture from the 1930’s and 1960’s and deliver the furniture to the 
Clock Tower for the Museum. Staff removed coat racks from the old mud room 
that small children used for hanging coats and snow or rain boots.

DECEASED ALUMNI

September 2013 - September 2014

Harold McRae, class of 1973, passed 
away on September 2013.

Edward Morgan, class of 1984, passed 
away on October 2013.

Charles Svenson, age 75, former 
student at NJSD and should be class 
of 1957, passed away on October 14, 
2013.

Sally DiCesaris, class of 1978, passed 
away on October 2013

Richard Coar, age 74, class of 1959, 
passed away on November 10, 2013.

William (Bill) Cleland, age 69, class of 
1966, passed away on November 21, 
2013.

Jenny Doerrmann Bingham, age 52, 
former student at NJSD and left to 
attend MSSD and graduated at MSSD, 
passed away on November 29, 2013.

Ed Reis, former student at NJSD, 
passed away on December 16, 2013

John Tunison, age 73, class of 1959, 
passed away on January 22, 2014

Nancy Anne Bracey, age 49, class 
of 1984, passed away on August 25, 
2014

Mary “Mitzi” Ressler Barnabei, age 
85, class of 1948, passed away on 
August 31, 2014. 

Mike Wehmeyer, age 58, class of 1974 
passed away on September 7, 2014. 

Alumni  and Museum News
is provided by Phyllis Sparks

If anyone has item(s) from the past in

 your building, let Phyllis Sparks know. 

2014 - 2016 ALUMNI OFFICERS
President	 First  Vice-President
Tom Sparks, Jr. 	 Joey DeLusant

Second Vice-President	 Treasurer
Heidi Schumacher Wallace	 Kevin Fennesey

Secretary
Phyllis Sparks

Board Members at Large
Phil Dimaio, Darlene Sarnouski, Marion DeLusant

Marie Katzenbach/New Jersey School for 
the Deaf has a rich history, full of trea-

sures. One of our treasures is Dr. Gertrude “Gertie”  
Galloway, NJSD’s first superintendent to be Deaf. 
When Dr. Galloway passed away this summer she left 
a very rich legacy. Not only was she the first super-
intendent of NJSD to be Deaf, she was also the first 
president of the National Association of the Deaf to 
be a woman and the first woman president of the  
Conference of Educational Administrators of Schools 
and Programs for the Deaf. In this issue of the Kat-
zenbach School News you will find more “firsts” for this 
fascinating woman who broke down many barriers 
faced by Deaf people in the hearing world - and Deaf 
women in the Deaf community. 

While I was studying for my doctorate at Gallaudet 
University and teaching at Gallaudet, I had the pleasure 
of getting to know Gertie on a personal level. People 
often acknowledge her accomplishments but these  
accomplishments do not tell the full story of Gertie. 
She was first and foremost a wonderful human being, 
a loving mother and a great friend. She will be sorely 
missed but her spirit lives on in the lives of those she 
touched and in the organizations that had the honor 
of her leadership. MK/NJSD is proud to have had the 
privilege of having her as its superintendent.

Also in this issue you will find information about 
current and new programs. Our Extended School 
Year (ESY) continues to be a very popular program. 

This past summer we shortened ESY to four weeks 
(instead of five) and extended the school day to in-
sure students had sufficient instructional time. The 
reason for a four-week ESY program was to give our 
instructional and administrative staff an extra week to 
rest before the new school year began in September. 
We also put more emphasize on academics, spend-
ing more time during the day on reading and writ-
ing skills. Based on the comments we received from  
students, the changes we made for the ESY program 
were very successful.

Also in this issue is a story about our new itinerant 
program. The itinerant program is part of the newly  
created Center for Statewide Educational Support 
Services (SCESS). SCESS encompasses four programs 
– Specialized Child Study Team, Regional Consultant, 
Itinerant Program, and Audiology Program. SCESS is 
part of our transformation from a school that was fo-
cused on meeting the needs of Deaf and hard of hear-
ing (D/HH) students on its campus to a school that 
is focused on meeting the needs of D/HH students 
throughout New Jersey.

There is much more happening at MK/NJSD as the  
enclosed pages will show. We hope you enjoy this is-
sue of the Katzenbach News and agree that MK/NJSD 
is the place to be.

Inside this Issue:

Dr.  Angel’s Message	 Pg. 3
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Staff News, SCESS	 Pg. 5 

Extended School Year 	 Pg. 6

Graduation and Prom	 Pg. 8

Sports News	 Pg. 9

Alumni and Museum News	 Pg. 10

5K Fund Raising Event	 Pg. 11
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All	
  proceeds	
  benefit	
  Deaf	
  and	
  hard	
  of	
  hearing	
  children	
  at	
  
New	
  Jersey	
  School	
  for	
  the	
  Deaf	
  

	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  

AWARDS  
 

TOP 3 RUNNERS IN EACH AGE  
GROUP RECEIVE MEDALS 

P	
  	
  

RACE AMENITIES        
 

* ALL PRE-REGISTERED 
PARTICIPANTS WILL RECEIVE 

 A  T-SHIRT  
 

* RACE DAY REGISTRANTS WILL 
RECEIVE A T-SHIRT 

 (WHILE SUPPLIES LAST) 
 

* POST-RACE WATER AND 
REFRESHMENTS  

 
COURSE: A FAST, FLAT (ONE HILL) 

COURSE CIRCUMNAVIGATING 
BEAUTIFUL, HISTORIC  

MK/NJ SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF 

 
EVENT SCHEDULE 

 
RAIN OR SHINE – NO REFUNDS 

 
REGISTRATION & PACKET PICK UP      

7:00 AM – 8:45 AM 
 

9:00 AM - 5K RUN/WALK 
 

9:45 AM - FUN RUN/WALK 
(CHILDREN ONLY AGES 5-12) 

 
11:00 AM - AWARD CEREMONY 

	
  

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
NJSD.MKSDALUMNI@GMAIL.COM	
  

    

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

MARIE H. KATZENBACH 

NEW JERSEY SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF  

320	
  Sullivan	
  Way	
  
West	
  Trenton,	
  NJ	
  08628	
  

	
  
NJSD.MKSDAlumni@gmail.com	
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