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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

DELAWARE RIVER BRIDGE JOINT COMMISSION

OF

PENNSYLVANIA AND NEW JERSEY

To THE HONORABLES, THE LEGISLATURES OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYL-
VANIA AND OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY AND THE CounciL ofF THE City
OF PHILADELPHIA.

The Delaware River Bridge between Philadelphia, Pa. and Camden, N. J. in
1930, its fourth calendar year of operation, was crossed by 12,285,359 vehicles and
after the payment of all operating expenses $3,017,133.11 was returned to the States
of New Jersey and Pennsylvania and the City of Philadelphia.

The following comparison illustrates the growing use that has been made of this
structure:

Duaily Daily
f[ 7'()r11!/(' "1‘7'(’)'(1{/(’
Year Vehicles Receipts Vehicles Receipts
1930 12,285,359 $3,517,730.64 33,658 $9,637.62
1029 11,615,609 3 331.781:20 31,824 9,128.16
1928 9,725,470 2,827,786.83 26,572 7,726.19
1927 8,593,201 2,435,784.40 23,543 6,673.38

Of the year’s receipts New Jersey received $1,508,566.57 and Pennsylvania and
Philadelphia each $754,283.27. 'This return was considerably in excess of the interest
and sinking fund charges upon the bonds issued by New Jersey and Philadelphia. Inas-
much as Pennsylvania issued no bonds but made its contribution toward the building
of the bridge out of current revenues, the State’s share of the year’s return went into
its general fund. Philadelphia, a year ago, by court action was permitted to remove
from its bonded debt limitation the sum invested in the bridge and the Court decreed
that the annual interest and sinking fund charges amounted to $562,084.04. The
City’s share for the iyear provided a surplus of $192,199.23 over the amount required.
The suggestion has been made that this surplus might be capitalized by the City to
yield approximately $3,000,000 and thus meet its share of any contemplated bridge

improvements without affecting its debt limit.

WEEK-DAY TRAFFIC SHOWS INCREASE

The increase of 660,750 vehicles in 1930 over the preceding year was registered
upon weekdays. ‘The Sunday traffic did not equal that of 1929 and the high mark of
the year on August 3rd of 63,299 vehicles fell short of the previous record of 64,607
made on July 28th of the year before. Economic conditions of the country generally
probably caused this curtailment of pleasure riding but the loss was more than made
up by the increase in the weekday travel of necessity.




The greatest gain was registered in the passenger car division which in 1930 rose
to 10,578,206. The number of buses crossing the bridge climbed from 1,313,737 in
1929 to 1,484,443 in 1930. The heavy truck business also improved. The total of
horse drawn vehicles continued to diminish, reaching the bottom figure of 115 for the
year as compared with 391 in 1929 and 1369 in 1927. Reduction of the slow-moving
horse-drawn traffic has been beneficial to the millions of motorists using the bridge.
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In the preliminary estimates made prior to the opening of the bridge it was antici-
pated that the net revenue would not exceed $3,000,000 before 1936. It is gratifying
to note that this mark was reached six years earlier than expected. Operation of the
bridge since the opening including monthly figures of traffic and receipts and distribu-
tion of net returns are shown in the charts included in this report.
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More money was spent upon the bridge in 1930 than in preceding years. The
expenses increased from $398,523.00 in 1929 to $500,597.53 in 1930. The rise,
however, was due in a large measure to the construction of a much needed pedestrian
underpass at the Camden Plaza, the cost of which was met out of bridge receipts. In
addition a large part of the bridge was repainted for the first time since 1926.

DeLaware River Brioge.
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Increasing trafic had made the crossing by pedestrians of the Camden mouth of
the bridge a very hazardous undertaking and on September 19, 1930 the Joint Com-
mission directed that an underpass be built on the east line of Sixth Street to afford
relief. The work was begun on September 22nd and the underpass was opened on
The underpass is approximately 300 feet long, 12 feet wide and has

December 24th. . .
The structure is of reinforced concrete design and the walls are

a clearance of 8 feet.
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of white enameled brick and the ceiling rubbed concrete painted white. The steps of
reinforced concrete with a rubbed finish were covered with safety treads of approved
design.

The underpass was built at a cost of $34,158.23 by the engineering and mainte-
nance departments of the bridge. Additional labor was engaged as required. In con-
nection with the improvement it was decided to enlarge the Camden Plaza by setting
back the sidewalk on the north side by 8 feet and the opening at Broadway was greatly
enlarged to facilitate the handling of traffic. The traffic tower which heretofore
bisected and to some extent interfered with the movement of vehicles at Sixth Street
was removed to one side and an improved system of traffic lights upon the five corners
at the junction of Sixth Street and the Bridge was substituted. The improvements in
the plaza and the paving of Linden Street cost $14,673.21 and were paid for out of
toll receipts.

On the Philadelphia side the Fifth Street Vehicular underpass was completed on
June 7th, 1930. The contract for this improvement was awarded on November 21,
1929 to the Acchione Contracting Company. The underpass was opened to trolley
traffic on May 21st, and to all vehicular traffic on May 25th.  Construction of the
underpass removed the dangerous intersection with bridge traffic which had been a
handicap for nearly four years. Need of relief at this point was acute and the usefulness
of the structure was endangered practically forcing the Commission to build an under-
pass which meets present demands, but which will be greatly extended and enlarged
whenever rail transit is installed upon the span.

The subject of improving the Philadelphia approaches to the bridge was debated
at great length during the year and the Philadelphia City Council appropriated $1,-
000,000 for the first step. This was to take the form of the construction of a wide
street leading directly from the bridge plaza to Spring Garden Street. The new
street would have been carried over the railroad tracks at Willow Street thereby
removing a dangerous grade crossing. However, no definite steps were taken in 1930
to carry out this plan.

To IMPROVE PHILADELPHIA APPROACHES

On November 12th the City Planning Commission appointed by the Honorable
Harry A. Mackey, Mayor of the City of Philadelphia, published the results of an
eight months’ study of the present and future needs of the municipality and among
the recommendations advised the improving and development of Delaware River Bridge
approaches. The Committee’s recommendations were as follows:

“A rotary intersection at Franklin Square, on the axis of the proposed Randolph
viaduct north. This would feed west on Vine Street, east on Race Street, and north
and south on Randolph viaduct.

“An underpass in Sixth Street, with connections to and from the bridge by way
of Race and Vine Streets.

«Relocation of Fifth Street underpass to provide for future high-speed transit
connections between Eighth Street-Ridge Avenue Locust Street subway and New Jersey
by way of the Delaware River Bridge.

“Street widening at bridgehead to provide adequate turning for vehicles approach-
ing from and moving toward Third and Fourth Streets.

“Widening of Race and Vine Streets from the proposed rotary intersection west
to Ridge Avenue.

“The widening of Vine Street on the south side for two-way traffic, from Ridge
Avenue westward to Logan Square.

“Franklin Square and the Delaware River Bridge approaches are problems that
have been given most serious consideration by a former commission, and by various
civic and business groups. More than a score of different solutions have been pre-
sented, many with considerable merit. Official agencies have been intensively studying
this problem for the past year. Their findings have been of substantial aid in the solution
presented by the Commission upon the recommendation of its Technical Committee
and M. Greber, Commission consultant.




«Construction of the rotary intersection would fit in with existing physical improve-
ments at the bridgehead. This method of distributing and expediting traffic flow is
employed elsewhere with substantial success.

“The rotary itself would be at higher level than Race and Vine Streets, and would
connect with those highways by an arrangement of ramps. It would connect with Ran-
dolph viaduct at grade, thus overpassing Vine Street.

“The ramps to Race and Vine Streets would not mar the appearance of Franklin
Square, and would not affect present use or area to any appreciable extent. A slight
cut-off at the northeast and southeast corner of the square would be the only alteration
required.

«The Commission believes the Randolph Boulevard, which actually would be a
viaduct, would prove of great value and relief of traffic to the north and northeast.
It also would provide ready access to Spring Garden Street, which is the first broad
east and west Street north of Franklin Square, and bridge trafhic bound west and north-
west would thus have increased accommodation.

“Randolph viaduct would adequately serve as a connection for the proposed exten-
sion of Aramingo Avenue leading to the northeast. This Avenue has long been on the
city plan and has been in large part constructed. The land where the Avenue has not
yet been opened is virtually all acquired or about to be paid for by the City. The
urgency of utilizing to the full a highway on which vast sums have been expended is
generally conceded.

«“The underpassing of Sixth Street as well as Fifth Street to serve heavy north
and south city through traffic is essential. Connections at the bridgehead to and from
Sixth Street by way of Vine and Race Streets could readily be provided.

“In order to make the proper connections with the Ridge Avenue Eighth Street
subway for the high-speed transit line proposed across the bridge into New Jersey, it
would be necessary to extend the north and south extremities of the present Fifth Street
underpass. This would have to be done to allow the proposed transit extension to clear
the Fifth Street underpass.

“Slight widening of streets immediately north and south of the bridge would make
possible right-hand, 180 degree turns, to and from the bridge, leading particularly to
Fourth Street for southbound traffic, Third Street for northbound traffic, and Delaware
Avenue for two-way commercial traffic. The Commission is convinced that the con-
gestion at the bridgehead would thus be materially remedied at a distinct minimum
of cost.

“The advantage of diverting part of the bridge traffic to and from the east is that
Fourth Street, and streets east of that highway underpass the bridge. This operation
would tend to relieve traffic to or from the bridge, headed either north or south.”

The plans of the Commission are most comprehensive and if carried out un-
doubtedly would be immediately reflected in bridge traffic and earnings. It is to be
regretted that no improvement has been made in the approaches on the Philadelphia
side since the opening of the bridge. This is one of the most serious problems con-
stantly confronting the efficient operation of the structure.

Rarr, TransIT NEEDS STUDIED

During the year the maintenance forces of the bridge were employed consistently
in keeping the plant in condition. On March 26th the work of painting a consider-
able portion of the span was begun. Thirty additional men were employed until
weather conditions brought the painting to a close on November 7th, 1930. The total
amount expended for repainting was $42,093.32. Care was taken to see that all rust
was removed by wire brushes and 3,543 gallons of paint were applied.

During the year the painted traffic lines on the bridge were renewed ten times.
To prevent skidding and accidents during sleet storms in the opening months of the
year 475 cubic yards of cinders were spread upon the roadway and a large self-loading
cinder hopper was installed under the bridge in Camden in order that trucks might
be filled more swiftly. Many minor repairs were made to the roadway and a careful
inspection was maintained at all times. The bridge at the end of the year was in
excellent condition.

The question of utilizing the vacant track spaces upon the bridge was debated at
great length by citizens and the newspapers during the final months of the year. This
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resulted in the Honorable Morgan F. Larson, Governor of New Jersey, calling a
General Conference of representatives of the States of New Jersey and Pennsylvania,
the Cities of Philadelphia and Camden, the Delaware River Bridge Joint Commission,
the South Jersey Transit Commission and transportation companies in the Adminis-
tration Building of the Joint Commission. A sub-committee headed by United States
Senator David Baird, Jr. went carefully into the subject and offered the following
recommendations :

“r__That the powers of the Delaware River Bridge Joint Commission be extended by
the Legislatures of Pennsylvania and New Jersey to cover the construction and
operation of a high speed rail transit line beginning approximately at Haddon Avenue
and Carman Street, Camden, crossing the Delaware River Bridge on the outer track
sections and joining the subway system of the City of Philadelphia at Eighth and Race
Streets.

“,_That the Joint Commission be empowered to make an engineering study at once of
a tunnel linking the railroad systems of Pennsylvania and New Jersey.

“s_That authority be given to the Joint Commission for the construction of additional
bridges across the Delaware River or tunnels beneath the River.

“4—Joint operation of the Pennsylvania and Reading Railroads by construction of a
physical connection and a Union Station in Camden.”

The general conference approved the report on December 18th, 1930. At the
present time only the six lanes for vehicular traffic in the roadway are in use. The
bridge was designed with a view to carrying trolley cars and high speed electric trains.
Four lanes were provided for this purpose. Because of the importance of the subject
to the citizens of Philadelphia and Camden particularly, the report of the Committee
appears in the appendix.

REcuLATIONS FOR BRIDGE BUSES

Complaints of dangerous driving on the part of operators of buses crossing the
bridge increased during 1930 until the Joint Commission at the meeting of September
19th, 1930 formulated rules which have since been strictly enforced. The rules which
became effective October 1st were as follows:

“1__No bus shall be operated at a faster rate of speed than twenty-five (25) miles per
hour; provided, however, that when the bridge structure is wet the maximum rate of
speed shall be eighteen (18) miles per hour, and provided further, that during periods
of snow or sleet the maximum rate of speed shall be ten (10) miles per hour.

“,— No bus shall pass any other vehicle proceeding in the same direction, except under
the authority and direction of a member of the bridge police force; provided, however,
this is not to apply in any case where a vehicle has come to a stop upon the bridge
structure ; in which event the standing vehicle may be passed, but only after the opera-
tor of said moving bus has ascertained that it is safe to do so.

“3—Other than in an emergency, operators of buses shall not stop their vehicles upon
the bridge structure, except upon order of a member of the bridge police force.

“4—No bus shall be permitted upon the bridge structure if any of the passengers therein
are standing, or are seated in the aisles of said bus, or are seated in such manner as
to obstruct easy exit.

“s—All buses shall be lighted upon the inside thereof when passing along the toll lanes
.and such lights shall be of sufficient brilliancy to permit inspection from the outside.”

The number of accidents has been materially reduced since the regulations went
into effect.

Commutation of the present rate of toll upon the bridge was discussed several
times at meetings of the Joint Commission. At the meeting of October 17th, a resolu-
tion providing for the sale of a commutation ticket for private passenger automobiles
at the rate of $7.50 for sixty trips was offered. 'The Commission was advised by
David J. Smyth, Special Deputy Attorney General of Pennsylvania and Counsel for
the Commission, that the present toll ‘rates could not be lowered while the agreement
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of 1926 between the Pennsylvania Commission and the New Jersey Interstate Bridge
and Tunnel Commission providing for the collection of tolls was in effect. Mr.
Smyth held:

“The Act itself authorizes the Commission to enter into ‘A contract. This has been
done and to modify the agreement enabling passenger vehicles to travel the bridge at
less than the present toll rate can only be by legislation authorizing the scrapping of
the present agreement and the execution of a new one.”

£

Upon a roll call the resolution failed of passage.

The bridge police made 207 arrests in 1930 and extinguished 30 fires in automo-
biles. A new towing car capable of raising the heaviest bus on the bridge was placed
‘nto service and 120 disabled automobiles were lifted and removed and 542 cars were
towed from the bridge. Ninety-five accidents occurred and one most unfortunately
resulted in the death of three persons. The driver of the car responsible for this
accident was arrested and is now undergoing imprisonment. Lieutenant Clarence J.
Borden of the Toll Bureau of the Delaware River Bridge, while on duty on April
13th, 1930 at the toll houses was run down and killed.

At the close of the year the usual independent audit was made of the accounts of
the bridge, covering all details of receipts and disbursements. ‘The auditors found all
financial details in order.

In conclusion the Joint Commission most cordially invites the members of the
Legislatures of Pennsylvania and New Jersey and the Council of the City of Phila-
delphia to inspect the bridge at any time and to inquire into any detail of operation.

Respectfully submitted,
PENNSYLVANIA COMMISSION NEW JERSEY INTERSTATE

e BRIDGE COMMISSION

Harry A. MACKEY Jounx B. KATES
EpwArRD M ARTIN TuaoMas J. S. BARLOW
CHARLES A. WATERS FrRaNK L. SUPLEE
THomas B. SmitH [. Norwoop (GRISCOM
RicHARD WEGLEIN Lucius E. HirES
WirrLiam H. FoLwEeLL ArTHUR C. KING

J. WiLLisoN SMITH BarToN F. SHARP

A1LFRED COOPER

Josera K. CosTELLO, General Manager

December 31st, 1930
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APPENDIX A"
CONSTRUCTION ACCOUNT
BALANCE SHEET

Cash in Banks:—

Corn Exchange Natl. Bank & Trust Co............... $34,021.04
First Camden Natl. Bank & Trust Co................ 3,022.59
$37,043.63

Special—Rail Account Reserved—State of New Jersey :—

Bankers dieusti@or 05 ko et $47,569.81

Broadway Merchants Trust Co......... 47,540.43

@cean County: T'rust Coid e i Lk 47,565.43

Camden Safe Deposit & Trust Co.

(Gape May Branch) oo oo 47,448.2¢

First Natl. Bank of Woodstown........ 23,708.51

Salem County TinustiCo. s it o i o 23,708.51

Moorestowni D rusti@od oot v aaciaiTh 47,581.06

Cumberland  Dristi@occ. v o e 47,565.43

Glassboro Bitle & dlirust Cor = s H7 ST S

380,258.61

Amount of Appropriations:
City of Philadelphiat i ic o Bl l e v $10,784,662.00
Stete of Pennsylvamiass o fes s e s ol L ie gl 10,784,662.00
State of New: Jersey. o Sle tiicn i s sl 15,895,418.57
State of New Jersey (Rail Account Reserved). .. .. 375,000.00

Disbursements To December 31st, 1930:
I.and :—

For: Pennsylvania @ oo Sooiinin Ot e one e $7,666,196.48

Bor.New.. Jetsey iz i ibii il o ush oo it 3,437,080.34
$11,103,276.82

E ShStEICHOM i e e e et s $23,800,419.48

Engineering Expenses . ............ 1,650,266.53

Administration Expenses .......... 452,938.36

=t = DR 012,024.37

Bridge Investment:—

ity ot Philadelphraiic vios st oo $10,570,101.54
State of Pennsylvama. o idvae. 10,570,101.47
State of. New Jersey vl ciii it 15,875,608.18

$37,015,901.19
Amount of Appropriation Unspent But Applied:

For Condemnation and Purchase of Land......... $ 53,156.64
For Rail Account (State of New Jersey).......... 374,900.00
Amount of Appropriations Unapplied :-——

@ity of Philadelphia. oot soui e i o $187,932.13
State of Pennsylyamia: oo oo ani i 187,932.21
State of Newifersey ol o il alonvor oo 10,920.40

December 31, 1930.

417,302.24

37,839,742.57

37,015,901.19

428,056.64

395,784.74

$37,839,742.57




APPENDIX “B”

FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR 1930

Toll and Rental Receipts—January 1st, 1930 to December 31st, 1930. . $3,494,234.85
Interest Received on Bank Balances..............c.coiiiian.. 23,695.09
$3,517,929.94
Less:—
@dunterteit andiVIutilatediColns. tv s sl sl SEr Ut Mol T e 199.30
ErossRlecelptses s el G Rl e i s $3,517,730.64
Less:—
Expenses:
A g e R R A I e $325,166.66
Equipmenti e s Lue il i TR R 19,479.90
SUPPITEst A e e S 19,489.54
RIEDATES o e e s 90,290.22
Miscellanecust Bxpensess i sl iics ot 46,171.21
oAl I XPEnSes < Ae s i e e S R 500,597.53
NetiiFotalitfors Distributions 2 St s enia: . $3,017,133. L1
Add :—
Undistributed Balance carried over from December 31st,
To20m (Pettyr@Gash) S e s o $500.00
Less:—
Undistributed Balance, December 31st, 1930 (Petty
@ash) i e I S S T Rt $500.00
DisTriBUTION
@ity of Philadelpha s s i e & ©54,283.27
State of Pennsylvania it b e it s 754,283.27
State of New JerSey issfitn caditasniofs e 1,508,566.57
il 3,017,133.11
18




APPENDIEX C

DEPOSITS OF BRIDGE FUNDS AND EARNED INTEREST 1930

BAaNk

Moorestown Lrust Coititic v s hviniiin. o
Burlington County Trust Qo ns e s
First }\An()nal Bank of Riverside........
Maple Shade National Bank............
Burlington City Loan X MrustCon e
Marine National Bank
Ocean City National Bank.............
Millville National Bank................
Bankers (Brusti@or it e e
Notthside Irusti@os ket i aniiie i ui
Pleasantville National Bank.............
[Union National Bank: .. o wic o iae o
Salem National Bank & Trust Co........
Ocean Countyilinust Cous. ot ioiini o
Cumberland rlist Co it s ol Sl it
Glassboro Title & Trust Co...o.iv-o e
First National Bank of Glassboro........
Pitman Title & Trust Cos. oo i s
Woodbury Trust Co...oooeve oo,
First Camden National Bank & Trust Co..

Commercial National Bank & Trust Co..

Franklin Trust Co.
Kensington Security Bank & Trust Co.. ..
Northwestern Trust Co......coveven..n
Jefferson Title & Trust Gz s
Girard Avenue Title & Trust Co........
Real Estate-Land Title & Trust Co.......
Corn Exchange National Bank & Trust Co.
Northetn ibrust Co.on v bons Seia i seen
Broadway Merchants Trust Co. (Active) .

Broadway Merchants Trust Co. (Inactive)

T'otal Before
Distribution

$ 64,771.09
45,305.21
28,606.12
10.2557.21
11,343.54
71,720.73
76,140.96
46,895.91
69,502.43
9,067.50
57,377-10
35,275.87
170,568.72
164,469.65
149,402.37
65,736.52
57,045.56
13,629.78
40,293.68

322.60
214,031.45
170,134.42

50,418.92
152,881.87
267,597.93
80,580.85
100,777-95
214,395.89
12.2,1779:21
18,024.25
428,717.82

Total

Deposits
$ 64,250.00
45,000.00
28,375.00
19,075.00
11,250.00
71,150.00
75,475-00
46,612.50
69,000.00
9,000.00
56,950.00
35,000.00
160,250.00
163,125.00
148,137.50
65,137.50
56,725.00
13,500.00
40,012.50

212,500.00
168,000.00

50,000.00
151,700.00
265,000.00

80,000.00
100,000.00
212,750.00
121,900.00

17,859.17
425,803.85

Interest

Earned

$ 521.09
305.21
231512,
182.21
93.54
570.73
665.96
283.41
562.43
67.50
427.10
275.87
318172
,344.65
,264.87
599.02
320.56
120.78
281.18
322.60
,531.45
23442
418.92
LIS1:87
,597:93
580.85
777-95
,645.89
879.21
165.08
2501397

-

—

N o~

—

$3,017,133.11 $2,993,438.02 $23,695.09

DISTRIBUTION

City of Philadelphia................... & s AB R
State of Pennsylvania.................. 754,283.27
State of New Jersey.....coeeeeuveerans 1,508,560.57

SR 0T 1330
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APPENDIX “E”
REPORT OF SUB-COMMITTEE UPON INTERSTATE RAIL TRANSIT

Administration Building,
Bridge Plaza, Camden, N. J.
December 18th, 1930.

To His Excellency Governor Morgan F. Larson
and Members of General Conference Committee.

Gentlemen:

In accordance with instructions received from the General Conference called by
Governor Larson on November 12th, 1930 your Committee has carefully studied the
problem of providing high speed rail transit between Pennsylvania and New Jersey in
the vicinity of Philadelphia and Camden.

Meetings were held by the Committee on November 17th, November 24th, De-
cember 2nd and December gth. Reports analyzing all suggested routes in Philadelphia
were submitted by Director Clarence E. Myers, of the Department of City Transit of
Philadelphia and in Camden by Mr. Alexander H. Nelson, Engineer of the South
Jersey Transit Commission. An analysis of the difficulties attending the operation of
railroad trains across the Delaware River Bridge was made for the Committee by Mr.
T. J. Skillman, Chief Engineer of the Pennsylvania Railroad and Mr. George I.
Wright, Engineer of Electric Traction of the Reading Railroad.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1—That the powers of the Delaware River Bridge Joint Commission be
extended by the Legislatures of Pennsylvania and New Jersey to cover the con-
struction and operation of a high speed rail transit line beginning approximately
at Haddon Avenue and Carman Street, Camden, crossing the Delaware River
Bridge on the outer track sections and joining the subway system of the City of
Philadelphia at Eighth and Race Streets.

at once of a tunnel linking the railroad systems of Pennsylvania and New Jersey.

2—That the Joint Commission be empowered to make an engineering study

3—That authority be given to the Joint Commission for the construction of
additional bridges across the Delaware River or tunnels beneath the river.

4—Joint operation of the Pennsylvania and Reading Railroads by construc-
tion of a physical connection and a Union Station in Camden.

The Committee is of the opinion that the recommended extension of the Phila-
delphia subway system into Camden is of immediate importance and offers quickest
relief from present conditions. For future serious consideration are recommended the
possibilities of a subway in Arch Street, Philadelphia and an extension of the proposed
bridge high-speed line from Fifth and Federal Streets to the Reading Railroad Station
in South Camden.

Preliminary estimates indicate that a two track connection from Eighth and Race
Streets, Philadelphia, to Haddon Avenue and Carman Street, Camden, can be built
at a cost not to exceed $10,000,000.

Trains would be operated over the outer track sections of the Delaware River
Bridge which originally were designed for high speed service and which have not been
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utilized to date. There would still remain the two inner track sections which adjoin
the present vehicular roadway and which might be paved and incorporated in the
bridge highway whenever the demands of increasing traffic warrant.

The Committee recommends that the present terminus of the line be located at
Haddon Avenue, paralleling the Broadway station of the Pennsylvania Railroad. The
Transfer of railroad passengers to the subway would be at least as easy and comfort-
able as that occurring at the 69th Street Station of the Market Street subway around
which centers a most remarkable development. Another station would be provided
in the plaza around the Camden City Hall where it is proposed to build a bus terminal.

Provision would be made for at least one station in Philadelphia. At Eighth and
Race Streets the tracks would connect with the subway now nearing completion.
Bridge trains would run south under Eighth Street to Locust and west in Locust Street
to the future terminus of the Locust Street line in south-west Philadelphia and return
over the same route.

The contract to build the Locust Street subway as far as Eighteenth Street has
already been awarded by the Department of City Transit of Philadelphia.

It is conservatively estimated that the proposed line would be patronized by 25,-
000,000 passengers annually. There is no doubt that there now exists sufficient demand
to warrant immediate construction.

The Committee has kept in mind the problem of financing the improvement and
believes that this can best be done through extension of the powers and duties of the
Joint Commission. In this connection the Committee has been told that on the
Pennsylvania side of the river the City of Philadelphia had appropriated $10,784,662
for the construction of the bridge through a series of bond issues and the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania had appropriated a similar amount of general receipts. The
State of New Jersey provided $15,895,418.57 for the bridge through two bond issues
aggregating $36,000,000 which were used for the construction of the bridge and the
Holland Tunnel between New York and Jersey City. Pennsylvania and Philadelphia
each has an unexpended balance of $187,932 and New Jersey $19,920.40.

The City of Philadelphia went into Common Pleas Court No. 5 on June 24th,
1929 with a petition to have the amount invested in the bridge deducted from the
City’s borrowing capacity and the Court approved the petition when evidence was
presented that the City’s share of the net revenue from bridge tolls was in excess of
the interest and sinking fund charges upon the $10,784,662.

These charges the Court found amount to $562,084.04 annually. During the
fiscal year ending June 30th, 1930, the return to Philadelphia from operation of the
bridge was $766,992.59 or a surplus of $204,908.55 over Sinking Fund charges.

It was suggested that the City might be able to capitalize this excess by issuing
bonds without endangering the borrowing capacity in accordance with the provision of
the amendment to the Constitution of Pennsylvania adopted November 2, 1920 which
reads as follows:

“In ascertaining the borrowing capacity of the City of Philadelphia, at any time,
there shall be deducted from such debt so much of the debt of said city as shall have
been incurred, or is about to be incurred, and the proceeds thereof expended, or about
to be expended, upon any public improvement, or in the construction, purchase, or
condemnation of any public utility, or part thereof, or facility therefor, if such public
improvement or public utility, or part thereof, whether separately or in connection
with any other public improvement or public utility, or part thereof, may reasonably
be expected to yield revenue in excess of operating expenses sufficient to pay the interest
and sinking fund charges thereon.”

By this means possibly $3,000,000 could be provided by the City and probably
a like appropriation might be had from Pennsylvania. These sums would be added

22




to the cost of the hridge to be repaid from tolls. Several plans were considered in
regard to New Jersey’s share of the cost.

Beyond indicating possible methods of meeting the cost of the improvement your
Committee does not go, believing this to be a matter for further consideration by those
charged with the responsibilities of State and Municipal financing.

It is respectfully pointed out however, that the Legislatures of both New Jersey
and Pennsylvania will be in session next month and the requested legislation should
be prepared without delay.

Of great importance to the travelling public and the progress of the states would
be a physical connection between the Pennsylvania and Reading Railroads as recom-
mended by this Committee. This has been stamped as feasible by the representatives
of the railroads on this Committee and the cost is placed at $5,000,000.

The Committee reports that the recommendations in this report are approved by
all the members with the exception of Mr. George I. Wright, representing the Reading
Company. Mr. Wright was compelled to record his dissent formally stating “The
Reading feels that Recommendation No. 1 does not provide for the needs of its patrons
and that the possibility of realizing Recommendation No. 4 at this time is very

doubtful.”
Respectfully submitted,

Davip.]J. Bairp, Jr., Chairman
CrLARENCE E. MyErs
WiNFIELD S. PRricE
Traomas J. DaALEY
TraoMmAs B. SmiTH
Joun B. KATEs
T. J. SKILLMAN
W. R. ScaNLIN
MARTIN SCHREIBER
JamEes V. MoranN
AvLexanDiER H. NELSON
GEeorGE 1. WricHT (Dissenting)
Josepa K. CosTELLO,
Secretary.
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PROPOSED BRIDGE RAIL TRANSIT TO CONNECT PHILADELPHIA AND CAMDEN
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Pran approved by General Conference called by Governor Larson
of New Jersey showing the suggested extension of the Philadelphia
Subway System into Camden. The Conference recommended that
authority be given to the Delaware River Bridge Joint Commission
to construct sections of subway in Philadelphia from Eighth and Race
Streets to the bridge and in Camden from the bridge to Haddon
Avenue and Carman Street and to install rails upon the bridge.

Tur total cost of the project is estimated at $10,000,000 which
under the plan suggested by the General Conference would be re-
turned to New In\e\ Pennsylvania and Phile 1delphn out of the
net revenues of the bridge, exactly as the original appropriations
invested in the structure are now being repaid. Standard subway
trains of high-speed design would be operated on the line.
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