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Initial Unemployment Claims in NJ Surpass 2
Million Since COVID-19 Hit

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 11, 2021

TRENTON - The Department of Labor and Workforce Development has received more than 2
million** initial applications for unemployment in the past 11 months, more than at any other
point in history and a sobering reminder of the continuing impact of COVID-19 on New Jersey
workers.

Sectors of the economy hit hardest by the pandemic are: leisure and hospitality;
transportation, trade and utilities; and education and health services.

The number of new claims for the week ending Feb. 6 was 16,192%, an increase of 1,586 from
the prior week, an 11 percent increase following three weeks of declining new claims. New
Jersey’s unemployed and underemployed workers have received $22.4 billion in benefits since
mid-March, or an average of $15,295 per claimant.

The Department was encouraged this week by a new bill in Congress to dedicate $500 million
to the U.S. Department of Labor to standardize state unemployment systems, update
technology nationally and to create a single customer interface for all 50 states, solutions
Labor Commissioner Robert Asaro-Angelo has been urging for months.

“I'm heartened that members of Congress have realized millions of people who were pushed
out of work during the pandemic have been left without benefits they desperately need,” said
Asaro-Angelo. “I applaud this effort, which would greatly assist our Department’s efforts to
deliver unemployment benefits to our residents.”

The Department also successfully programmed the 11-week extension for most claimants,
and they were notified to begin certifying again according to the schedule.

The 11 added weeks is one provision of the Continued Assistance for Unemployed Workers
Act that extended federal benefits through March 13. Another provision provides a $300
unemployment supplement to unemployed claimants. A new federal pandemic relief bill is
being discussed.

“My worry is that if Congress does not enact long-term relief before the current benefits expire
workers across the country will face another lapse in benefits, which would devastate too
many households,” said Asaro-Angelo.

Click the images below to view them full-size.

Here are the week-by-week totals of new unemployment claims:
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As of the latest reporting, more than $33 billion in
unemployment benefits have been sent to Garden
State workers. With federal benefits set to expire
on September 4, we encourage everyone to check
your email and visit MyUnemployment.nj.gov for
updates and available resources.

AMOUNT PAID OUT: $33 BILLION

$1.4 BILLION
1051 WG SSTARE W)



https://translate.google.com/
https://nj.gov/subscribe/
https://nj.gov/search/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/
https://twitter.com/NJLaborDept/status/1428428375513763840
https://t.co/3jlsJmOskd
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=1428428375513763840
https://t.co/wooT9pcNNE
https://twitter.com/NJLaborDept
https://twitter.com/NJLaborDept
https://twitter.com/NJLaborDept
https://twitter.com/NJLaborDept
https://twitter.com/NJLaborDept/status/1426272200441614343/photo/1

Weekly totals of new unemployment claims

WEEK ENDING:
March 21 3351
March 28 206258
April 4 214,836
April 11 141,420
April 18 140,139
April 25
May 2
May 9
May 16 42,365
May 23 34410
May 30 26,752
Jhire 23,166
June 13 26,392
June 20 33,004
June 27 27,965
July 4 47,391
July 11 38,150
July 18 25,804
July 25 28,063
August 1 16,573
August 8 13,622
August 15 25405
August 22 20,175
August 29 20,176
September 5 22,703 INITIAL CLAIMS
September 12 19,636
September 19 2406 TOTAL: 2,001,614
September 26 27,168 : ¥
October 3 23,607
October 10 29,029
October 17 28,669
October 24 27,201
October 31 24,690
November 7 20976
November 14 12,986
November 21 12,192
November 28 13,542
December 5 17,023
December 12 16,368
December 19 17,611
December 26 20,460
January 2 20,986
January 9 21,833
January 16 16,768
January 23 16,618
January 30 14,606
Febiioe/ & 16,192 | | | | |
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Here is the breakdown of weekly benefits payments to eligible New Jersey workers:
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Weekly breakdown of payments (in millions)
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Week New Jersey  Unemployment J-::'Lmﬂ:::ﬂe;t Unnmcmt Emergency Extended Lost Wages
E.r._.j{;' Unemployment = Compensation A |'}'-I':|P[_IC'|.'U wt;lﬂ:g Unemployment Unemployment Aaslstamcs
R Insurance (UT)  (FPUC)/CARES bl ot Compensation Bene (EE) (LWA)
Act E-.Jnlmued (PUA) (PEUC)
Assistance Act i
March 21 347.4 MA MNA NA NA i ik

$57.9 NA NA NA NA NA NA

April 4 589.8 NA NA NA m | NA NA

B 0 $154.8 NA NA NA NA NA

$179.7 $238.8 NA NA NA | NA NA

April 25 82111 5296.3 MA MA MA MA MNA
817.7 §291.1 MA $27.1 MA | MA MA

S244.7 55024 MA §51.6 MA MA MNA

§239.7 5414 MA $55.6 MA | MA MA

5236.2 5596.9 MA 5112.3 MA A MNA
§242.7 $553.5 NA $87.7 NA ] NA

June & §255.5 5$635.2 NA $56.6 556.6 NA
June 13 5244.5 §573.8 MA 5607 546.5 ] MNA

52489 5626.1 HA $86.6 5337.4 A

§240.4 $559.7 NA $73.5 §317 | NA
$202.9 $536.1 NA $1.7 $31.8 NA

S|E|BEZ

$208.5 $521.3 NA §69.1 544 | s22

$209.3 55245 MA $65.2 85227 53.9 MA

§197.7 $526.2 NA 877 §257 | $4.8 NA

August 1 1921 5513.5 MA §74.7 533.7 56.5 NA

August 8 §202.6 $200.8 NA $86.1 $20 | $6.2 NA
August 15 5175 595.3 NA 577.8 §23.7 5§7.1 NA
August 22 §167.3 §70.3 MNA $52.1 520.4 | 56.7 MNA
August 29 1719 564.4 NA §79.7 5209 §7.2 NA

September § £120.3 556.4 MA 584.4 §20.7 1| 1) N&
September 12 81529 $39.7 MA S$B7.6 521.2 58.7 NA
September 19 5137 531.4 NA 585.3 §22.6 ] §9.6 NA
September 26 §127.2 $35.5 MA 589.5 §25.5 £1001 MA

Oetober 3 5111.9 523.2 NA $82.7 533.8 | 510.4 NA
October 10 5102.8 529 MA 5a9 545.4 8113 MA
October 17 [T 5205 NA sas | ss08 | stia | WA
October 24 §81.7 518.2 NA $85.3 §56.2 §12.5 $1,146.5
October 31 $76.3 516.8 NA $85.3 §58.3 | §12.8 $88.9

Mavember 7 $725 513.2 NA $83.2 550.7 812.8 NA
November 14 $68.2 §12.9 NA $85.1 $61.9 | $13.6 $56.2
November 21 $65.6 512.4 NA $85.6 $62.4 §147 $33.3
November 28 $63.1 $9 NA $83.9 $62.1 | $13.5 $1.3

" December5 8671 $16.2 NA $80.5 §59.1 $12.8 NA
December 12 $66.1 §122 NA §91.6 566.9 | 516.7 NA
December 19 561.3 $11.3 NA $86.3 562.3 516 $19.4
December 26 $52.4 58.2 NA §78.5 $50.3 | 815.7 NA

January 2 552.9 55,8 NA $85.9 547.4 §21 NA
January 9 480 $7.8 NA $95.6 8571 | 8353 NA
January 16 561.9 56.8 MA 587.9 540 5285 HNA
January 23 554.4 55.5 $288.3 $86.7 534 | 5272 MNA
January 20 §58.1 56.6 5162 586.5 §31.5 527.2 N&
February & §55.2 57.2 $159.5 $83.3 527.7 | 5252 NA

Leidel $6,438 $6,900.6 $609.8 $3,239.3 $1,452.4 5420 $1,345.6

BEMNEFITS PAID
NA: Benefit not applicable during the indicated weeks.

PUA and PEUC were authorized by Congress under the CARES Act through Dec. 26, then
extended under the Continued Assistance to Unemployed Workers Act through March 13,
2021. The maximum eligibility for PUA is now 57 weeks. PEUC now provides up to 24 weeks
of additional benefits to those who exhaust 26 weeks of state unemployment. Extended
benefits (EB) adds a final 20 weeks of benefits. The renewed FPUC benefit is a $300/week
unemployment supplement for anyone collecting unemployment in any amount; the original
program, which provided $600/week in supplemental benefits, expired in July. Lost Wages
Assistance (LWA) was funded by FEMA and provided six weeks of supplemental benefits to
people unemployed Aug. 1 through Sept. 5 due to COVID.

For more information on state or federal unemployment programs,
visitmyunemployment.nj.gov.

Visit New Jersey's jobs portal here: jobs.covid19.nj.gov.

For national unemployment data, visit https://www.dol.gov/ui/data.pdf. For archived NJ
claims data, visithttps://oui.doleta.gov/unemploy/DataDashboard.asp.

*This represents the final number for the week ending February 6. The number listed for New
Jersey by the US Department of Labor — 14,181 — is based on advanced reporting.
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**This number includes 218,000 claims that have been reopened by residents who returned to
unemployment after a period of employment within a calendar year, as well as claims that
later turned out to be fraudulent.
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