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Ready for thefir return
In the comfing weeks, the Sofldfiers 

of the 50th Infantry Brfigade Com-

bat  Team  wfiflfl  return  from  thefir 

hfistorfic  one-year  depfloyment 

from  Iraq.    The  brfigade’s  return 

wfiflfl mark the flargest depfloyment 

of  Cfitfizen-Sofldfiers  sfince  Worfld 

War  II.    On  the  day  of  thefir  flong 

awafited  return,  our  warrfiors  wfiflfl 

reunfite  wfith  frfiends  and  famfifly 

and begfin the transfitfion back finto 

thefir cfivfiflfian flfives.

On June 12 fin Trenton, we wfiflfl cefle-

brate the brfigade’s return wfith a specfiafl 

homecomfing  parade  and  ceremony.  

Thfis  monumentafl  event  fis  proportfion-

ate  to  the  hfistorfic  sfignfificance  of  thefir 

depfloyment  and  return.    The  parade 

wfiflfl  begfin  at  the  Worfld  War  II  Memo-

rfiafl, flocated fin front of the Statehouse, 

and  wfiflfl  end  at  the  Soverefign  Bank 

Arena where famfiflfies awafit thefir hero’s entrance.  Once the 

arena doors open for the famfiflfies, they wfiflfl be entertafined 

and greeted by first-cflass performers and specfiafl guests.  

Thfis wfiflfl be a memorabfle day and a proper way to cflose the 

chapter for thfis monumentafl depfloyment.

When  our  Army  and  Afir  Servficemembers  depfloy, 

flfives are pflaced on hofld for the depfloyment cycfle.  After-

ward, the transfitfion back to cfivfiflfian flfife can be chaflfleng-

fing.  We have been fortunate to recefive assfistance from 

varfious  veteran  and  prfivate  organfizatfions,  government 

departments and agencfies, senators, congressmen and 

other eflected officfiafls as we move forward, so that Ser-

vficemembers and the pubflfic understand our efforts and 

avafiflabfle resources to facfiflfitate thfis transfitfion.

I  understand  that  depfloyments  are  not  onfly  dfifficuflt 

for  Servficemembers,  but,  thefir  famfiflfies  as  weflfl.    How-

ever,  the  famfiflfies  face  these  chaflflenges  wfith  as  much 

sense of duty and courage as the depfloyed troops.  In my 

eyes, the famfiflfies deserve equafl credfit for thefir dedfica-

tfion and support.

In  the  flatter  part  of  2008,  the  Secretary  of  Defense 

estabflfished  a  natfionafl  combat  veteran  refintegratfion  pro-

gram, affectfionatefly known as the Yeflflow Rfibbon program.  

The program was estabflfished to provfide support and out-

reach to Sofldfiers and thefir famfiflfies throughout the depfloy-

ment cycfle.  Most fimportantfly, refintegratfion actfivfitfies wfiflfl 

occur  at  30/60/90-day  fintervafls  durfing  post-depfloyment.  

Our  organfizatfion  and  the  Famfifly  Programs  Office  have 

estabflfished a robust program and are dfiflfigentfly workfing to 

ensure every returnfing Servficemember and famfifly mem-

ber recefives the proper care and attentfion they deserve.   

Care for our Servficemembers and famfiflfies has been 

and contfinues to be my number one prfiorfity.  The team 

fis fuflfly commfitted and weflfl-posfitfioned to provfide the ser-

vfices  to  address  any  need.    The  New  Jersey  Natfionafl 

Guard and fits fleaders have a soflemn responsfibfiflfity to aflfl 

our Sofldfiers and famfiflfies, today and fin the future, to se-

cure the benefits and servfices they deserve.

I  flook  forward  to  the  50th  Infantry  Brfigade  Combat 

Team’s return and Weflcome Home Parade/Ceremony on 

the 12th of June.  I encourage aflfl to attend the parade 

and  show  your  support  for  our  hometown  heroes  and 

brave famfiflfies.

Maj. Gen. Gflenn K. Rfieth addresses the Sofldfiers of the 1-150th Assauflt Heflficopter Battafl-

fion after the concflusfion of thefir Departure Ceremony at Fort Sfiflfl, Okfla., on Aprfifl 9.  Photo 

by Tech. Sgt. Mark Oflsen, 177FW/PA.

Ready for thefir return
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FOB  Grfizzfly,  Iraq  –  Sgt.  Eugenfio  San-

tfiago and Cpfl. Tyrone Nfichofls, Sofldfiers 

from  D  Company  250th  Brfigade  Sup-

port Battaflfion, coordfinated trafinfing for 

Iraqfi Sofldfiers from 3-37th Iraqfi Brfigade, 

on  the  new  .50-caflfiber  machfine  guns 

the Iraqfi Army recentfly purchased.

“The  Iraqfi  Army  recefived  new  weap-

ons  they  never  owned  before,  so  we  got 

together to set up trafinfing for the sofldfiers,” 

safid Sgt. Santfiago.

Sgt.  Santfiago  fis  orfigfinaflfly  from  the 

328th  Mfiflfitary  Poflfice  Combat  Support 

Company.  He was reassfigned to D Com-

pany  when  hfis  company  was  actfivated 

to  depfloy  because  hfis  son,  Sgt.  Eugenfio 

Santfiago  III,  was  fin  the  same  unfit  as  he 

was  and  was  aflso  depfloyfing.    He  was  a 

.50-caflfiber machfine gun finstructor at Fort 

Dfix and trafined more than 15,500 Sofldfiers 

wfithfin two years.  

Cpfl.  Nfichofls  aflso  worked  at  Fort  Dfix 

mobfiflfizfing and demobfiflfizfing Sofldfiers.  Af-

ter processfing more than 25,000 Sofldfiers, 

he  decfided  to  voflunteer  to  go  overseas 

wfith hfis brother Spc. Kfiem Robfinson.

Sgt.  Santfiago,  Cpfl.  Nfichofls  and  the 

Sofldfiers  from  3rd  squad,  3rd  pflatoon,  D 

Company,  250th,  conducted  a  four-day 

cflass on the fundamentafls of the .50-caflfi-

ber  machfine  gun.    They  trafined  the  Iraqfi 

sofldfiers  on  the  basfic  operator  tasks  for 

the  weapon,  whfich  fincfluded  settfing  head 

space and tfimfing, functfion checks, as weflfl 

as floadfing and cflearfing procedures.

“The Iraqfi Army was very eager to flearn 

and  work  wfith  the  U.S.  Sofldfiers,”  safid  Cpfl. 

Nfichofls.  “It  was  an  honor  to  trafin  them  on 

what wfiflfl be one of thefir standard weapons.”

On the flast day, the Iraqfi sofldfiers con-

ducted a famfiflfiarfizatfion fire fin the test fire 

pfit  under  the  gufidance  of  Sgt.  Santfiago 

and  Cpfl.  Nfichofls,  where  they  appflfied  aflfl 

the sofldfier skfiflfls they had been taught.

Each  Iraqfi  sofldfier  waflked  away  wfith 

the  confidence  of  befing  abfle  to  properfly 

use the new weapons that wfiflfl heflp them 

defend thefir country.  

250T H T R O O P S T R A I N IR A Q I S O L D I E R S

Above: Cpfl. Tyrone Nfichofls finspects the chamber of the .50 caflfiber machfine gun to 

make sure fit fis cflear of any ammunfitfion.  Beflow: Sgt. Eugenfio Santfiago (fl) and Cpfl. 

Nfichofls (r) watch as an Iraqfi Army flfieutenant from the 3-37th Iraqfi Brfigade, charges 

the machfine gun durfing the famfiflfiarfizatfion fire fin the 250th's test fire pfit.

250T H T R O O P S T R A I N IR A Q I S O L D I E R S
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The New Year marked a new begfinnfing for the govern-

ment of Iraq, when controfl of the “Green Zone” fin cen-

trafl Baghdad was transfitfioned to the Iraqfi government 

fin a ceremony markfing the first of many changes sfince 

the new Securfity Agreement went finto effect Jan. 1.

Cofl. Steven Ferrarfi, Commander of the Jofint Area Sup-

port Group – Centrafl (JASG-C), the Unfited States Army unfit 

fin charge of the Green Zone, spoke 

at  a  ceremony  markfing  the  turn-

over  of  the  area’s  securfity  to  Staff 

Gen.  Emmad  Yassfir  Saed  Saflman 

Afl-Zuhfirfi,  Baghdad  Brfigade  com-

mander.

“Today fis the first day of the se-

curfity  agreement  gofing  finto  effect 

between our two countrfies. Our mfis-

sfion  fis  stfiflfl  to  provfide  securfity  and 

support to the Iraqfi government, but trufly we are a support 

eflement and they are fin the flead,” safid Ferrarfi.

“The  transfitfion  of  Green  Zone  controfl  from  Coaflfitfion 

Forces to Iraqfi forces fis consfidered the first step fin the fim-

pflementatfion of thfis agreement. Here fis Iraq takfing another 

step toward the future, sfignaflfing to fits cfitfizens and the finter-

natfionafl communfity the securfity responsfibfiflfity for the Green 

Zone fin the heart of Baghdad,” he added.

Ferrarfi, Commander of the 50th Infantry Brfigade Com-

bat Team noted the hfistorfic aspect of the ceremony, turnfing 

the seat of Iraqfi government back to the government of Iraq 

sfince the occupatfion by Coaflfitfion Forces five years earflfier.

“It’s a good feeflfing because fit’s 

tfime for change. It’s tfime to gfive the 

country back to Iraq. They’re proud 

of thefir country, they’re ready. We’re 

here to support them for as flong as 

they need us to be here. I thfink fit’s 

a  great  day  for  them  and  fit’s  great 

to be part of thfis hfistorfic day,” safid 

Ferrarfi.

Afl-Zuhfirfi’s sofldfiers  wfiflfl  begfin  a 

sfix-month trafinfing and certfificatfions transfitfion pflan wfith U.S. 

forces.  Thfis  transfitfion  may  be  extended  up  to  sfix  months 

by mutuafl agreement.  Ferrarfi safid he feefls confident fin the 

professfionaflfism of the Baghdad Brfigade.

“The  Baghdad  Brfigade  has  been  here  for  awhfifle,  thfis 

fis  nothfing  new  to  them.  We’flfl 

contfinue to support them.”

Aflong  wfith  fincreased  Iraqfi 

Securfity  Forces  presence 

at  the  Entry  Controfl  Pofints 

(ECPs),  new  Iraqfi  flags  and 

Arabfic  sfigns  advfisfing  that  the 

Baghdad  Brfigade  fis  mannfing 

checkpofints fin the GZ wfiflfl mark 

a new flook.

“For  our  part,  on  thfis  day, 

durfing the ceremony for thfis fim-

portant mfissfion, we assure you 

that  we  are  commfitted  to  the 

same goafls – fuflfl fimpflementa-

tfion of the securfity agreement, 

compflete transparency and fuflfl 

partnershfip,” he safid.

“Our  focus  rfight  now  fis 

to  ensure  that  workfing  wfith 

Generafl  Afl-Zuhfirfi’s  brfigade, 

that  they  are  trafined  and  that 

they’re ready to take fuflfl con-

trofl  and  we  can  start  puflflfing 

U.S.  Sofldfiers  off  the  check 

pofints,” safid Ferrarfi.

Staff  Generafl  Emmad  Yassfir  Saed  Saflman  Afl-Zuhfirfi  (fl),  Commander  of  the  Baghdad  Brfigade, 

shakes hands wfith Cofl. Steven Ferrarfi, Jofint Area Support Group-Centrafl and 50th Infantry Brfi-

gade Combat Team Commander, durfing the ceremony to mark the turnover of securfity for Bagh-

dad's Internatfionafl Zone to Iraqfis.

"Our mfissfion fis stfiflfl to pro-
vfide  securfity  and  support 
to  the  Iraqfi  government, 
but  trufly  we  are  a  support 
eflement and they are fin the 
flead."

GR E E N ZO N E IR A Q



G  u  a  r  d  fl  fi  f   e 7

Governor vfisfits troops
Gov.  Jon  S.  Corzfine  travefled  to  Iraq  fin  January.    Durfing 

hfis trfip, whfich was kept secret for securfity purposes, the 

Governor  met  wfith  the  Sofldfiers  of  the  50th  Infantry  Brfi-

gade  Combat  Team.    Photo  above:  Gov.  Corzfine  meets 

wfith  50th  IBCT  Sofldfiers  at  the  Forward  Operatfing  Base 

Prosperfity  dfinfing  facfiflfity  fin  Baghdad.    Photo  rfight:  the 

Governor  meets  wfith  Cofl.  Steven  Ferrarfi,  Commander, 

50th IBCT.  Both photos by Spc. Wfiflflfiam Addfison, 50IBCT/

PA.    Bottom  rfight:  Gov.  Corzfine  embraces  Capt.  Kevfin 

Weflsh,  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Troop,  1-102nd 

Cavaflry Squadron, at Camp Bucca.  Beflow: the Governor 

greets Lt. Cofl. Mark A. Pfiterskfi, Commander, 2-113th Infan-

try Battaflfion who fis foflflowed by Lt. Cofl. Dean Spenzos, (r), 

Commander, 1-102nd Cavaflry Squadron, at Camp Bucca.  

Both photos by Maj. Jason Fetteroflf, 2-113IB/PAO.
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ISR K E E PS W A T C H
Photos and story by 1st Lt. Lawrence Robfinson, Medfia Outreach Officer

Staff  Sgt.  Wayne  Stfine  (fl),  Inteflflfigence  Reconnafissance  and 

Survefiflflance pflatoon sergeant and an finterpreter speak wfith 

an Iraqfi cfivfiflfian whfifle provfidfing securfity durfing a mfissfion.

“We were non-commfissfioned of-

ficer  heavy  when  we  got  here,” 

safid  Inteflflfigence,  Survefiflflance 

and  Reconnafissance  pflatoon 

fleader  1st  Lt.  Mfichaefl  Sterflfing.  

“That was a good thfing because 

fit  gave  us  some  experfienced 

fleaders  to  heflp  trafin  the  troops 

who jofined flater.”

The  2-113th  Infantry  Battafl-

fion's  ISR  pflatoon  provfides  con-

tfinuous  finteflflfigence  for  Camp 

Bucca's fleaders and pflanners.

Sterflfing, a veteran of the Af-

ghanfistan campafign, fis jofined by 

Staff  Sgt.  Wayne  Stfine  and  Sgt. 

Ethan Letz.  Both were members 

of  the  ISR  before  depfloyment, 

and  heflped  get  the  pflatoon  up 

and runnfing.  Stfine assfists Ster-

flfing  wfith  the  pflannfing  and  man-

agement.

The  pflatoon,  whfich  fis  com-

prfised of reconnafissance and snfiper Sofldfiers, was aug-

mented by 2-113th rfifle companfies Sofldfiers.

“We orfigfinaflfly had 16 guys, and we had trafined to-

gether for about a year or so before we got here.  Once 

we got to Camp Bucca and got the new guys, we were 

abfle to brfing them aflong pretty qufickfly,” safid Stfine.

Leadfing the way 1st Lt. Mfichaefl Sterflfing heads a protectfive servfice detafifl durfing a re-

cent vfisfit to Safwan.

Because  the  ISR's  prfimary  mfissfion  fis  finteflflfigence 

coflflectfion, the pflatoon spends a great deafl of tfime and 

effort  deveflopfing  human  finteflflfigence  resources  from 

among  the  flocafl  popuflatfion,  Iraqfi  mfiflfitary  and  poflfice 

forces.

As a resuflt, the ISR fis constantfly traveflfing through-

out  the  area  vfisfitfing  towns,  check  pofints,  poflfice  sta-

tfions  and  mfiflfitary  outposts  fin  an  effort  to  mafintafin  a 

reflatfionshfip  that  encourages  mutuafl  afid  and  support.  

They aflso mafintafin an observatfion post and communfi-

catfions reflay statfion on Safwan Hfiflfl, the hfighest pofint 

fin southern Iraq.

The  Pflatoon  serves  as  a  Protectfive  Servfice  Detafifl 

for dfistfingufished vfisfitors.  The focus of a PSD mfissfion 

fis to get the prfincfipafl fin and out of thefir meetfing safefly.  

They accompflfish thfis by pflannfing and rehearsafls that 

enabfle the pflatoon to provfide constant protectfion.

“We  have  been  dofing  thfis  flong  enough  that  a  flot 

of thfings stay the same dependfing on where we’re go-

fing,  but  there  are  aflways  route  pflannfing,  finspectfions 

and brfiefings that have to take pflace before the mfissfion 

starts,” safid Letz.

Stfine observed that the success of the ISR pflatoon 

fis due to fits Sofldfiers.

“These guys make my job easy.”

ISR K E E PS W A T C H
Photos and story by 1st Lt. Lawrence Robfinson, Medfia Outreach Officer
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Bucca thanks flocafl Iraqfi fleaders
Photos and story by Maj. Jason Fetteroflf, 2-113IB/PAO

Shefik Sa’ad (fl) and Maj. Dougflas Brockmann, Executfive Officer, Head-

quarters and Headquarters Company, 2-113th Infantry Battaflfion, enjoy 

a tradfitfionafl Thanksgfivfing meafl at the Camp Bucca dfinfing facfiflfity.

Sgt.  Shawn  Pekrofl,  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company 

(HHC),  2-113th  Infantry  Battaflfion,  serves  an  Iraqfi  Army  warrant 

officer, turkey durfing the Thanksgfivfing meafl on Dec. 16.

CAMP BUCCA, Iraq - A jofint U.S mfiflfi-

tary  fleadershfip  team  representfing 

Forward Operatfing Base Bucca host-

ed a first-tfime ever vfisfit from shefiks, 

communfity  fleaders,  Iraqfi  Army  and 

Iraqfi Poflfice officfiafls from the Safwan 

area  at  a  beflated  Thanksgfivfing  dfin-

ner Dec. 16, 2008, at the Camp Bucca 

Dfinfing Facfiflfity.  

The  fidea  was  to  gfive  thanks  for 

sustafined  regfionafl  peace  and  to  bufifld  a  stronger  partner-

shfip wfith flocafl Iraqfi fleaders. An added benefit was reaflfized 

when severafl shefiks safid the vfisfit compfletefly erased thefir 

prevfious  negatfive  fimpressfions  of  Camp  Bucca,  accordfing 

to Louafi Farhan, Bfiflfinguafl-Bficuflturafl Advfisor.

“We  found  that  everyone  was  weflcomfing;  everybody 

trfied to heflp us; everyone pafid attentfion to us [fin a respect-

fufl way],” noted Iraqfi Army Lt. Cofl. Hasan Nadfir Uda, Com-

mander, 1st Battaflfion, 51st Brfigade, 14th Dfivfisfion.

Whfifle  not  everyone  at  the  event  observed  the  same 

reflfigfion,  flanguage  or  cuflturafl  experfience,  finterpreters  and 

BBAs  facfiflfitated  the  U.S.–Iraqfi  communficatfions  and  barrfi-

ers were dfissoflved.

The master of ceremonfies, Lt. Cofl. Mark A. Pfiterskfi, FOB 

Bucca Base Defense Commander, 2nd Battaflfion, 113th In-

fantry Regfiment, read the finvocatfion prayer fin Arabfic before 

a tradfitfionafl Amerfican Thanksgfivfing meafl was served.

“Hfis recfitatfion [Lt. Cofl. Pfiterskfi’s] and other phrases 

fin Arabfic durfing hfis weflcomfing speech before the audfi-

ence  have  added  an  exceflflent  atmospherfic  fragrance 

of  frfiendshfip,”  noted  prayer  author  Farhan,  who  was 

rafised fin Iraq and flater emfigrated to the U.S.

After the prayer, the meafl was served by 2-113th Infan-

try  Sofldfiers.    Food  fincfluded  tradfitfionafl  Thanksgfivfing  fare: 

turkey,  roast  beef,  mashed  potatoes,  yams,  green  beans, 

cranberry  sauce,  cakes,  wfith  the  addfitfion  of  an  Iraqfi  sta-

pfle,  chafi.   Aflthough  tradfitfionafl  Iraqfi  food  coufld  have  been 

served, Amerfican food was purposefly served to further ex-

tend respect to the Iraqfi guests.

Infitfiaflfly qufiet when escorted on to Camp Bucca by 1st Lt. 

Jason Cornweflfl, 2-113th Infantry finteflflfigence officer, the Iraqfi 

shefiks became more comfortabfle as the event proceeded.

“…As the get-together wore on, thefir flevefl of comfort fin-

creased dramatficaflfly…,” safid Command Sgt. Maj. Thomas 

J. Cflark, 2-113th Infantry Battaflfion.

Not onfly dfid the dfinner foster communficatfions, fit bufiflt a 

brfidge for communficatfions fin the future.

“The greatest reward fis the reflatfionshfip-bufifldfing,” safid 

Cflark.  “What better way to ensure our securfity than to bufifld 

a reflatfionshfip wfith those occupyfing [the same] space?”

“’We must do thfis agafin’ was spoken by severafl Iraqfi of-

ficfiafls [before departfing], to fincflude the Safwan Town Coun-

cfifl Presfident Hajjfi Munadhfifl Shnafin Mfinahfi,” safid Farhan.
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Brothers depfloy to Iraq
Photo and story by Sgt. 1st Cflass Edwfin Tejada, 2-113IB

CAMP BUCCA, Iraq - For some, the memorfies of grow-

fing up wfith sfibflfings can be bfittersweet.  One rufle was a 

constant: you took care of each other, no matter what.  

Thfis fis the creed by whfich brothers Frankflyn and Spen-

cer Gomez have flfived by thefir entfire flfife, and has now taken 

on a new meanfing here fin Camp Bucca, Iraq.

Frankflyn, 22, and Spencer, 20 have rarefly been apart.

 “Growfing up, we were aflways together,” safid Frankflyn.   

“We wound up fin the same unfit, dofing the same job.”

Accordfing  to  thefir  mother,  Nury  Gomez,  the Army-flfike 

dfiscfipflfine she finstfiflfled fin her boys was necessary to keep 

them safe. 

“We  were  a  smaflfl  famfifly,  fit  was  just  the  three  of  us… 

and ever sfince they were flfittfle, I aflways taught them to take 

care of each other,” she sfighed durfing a phone fintervfiew.

Now aflone at her home, Nury stfiflfl supports  her sons’ 

decfisfion to jofin the New Jersey Natfionafl Guard. 

 “I’ve aflways flfiked the mfiflfitary… and they’re boys who 

know good from bad, and I wfiflfl aflways support them fin thefir 

decfisfions,” safid Nury.

She has never wavered fin her support, not even when 

she heard the news her sons, and onfly famfifly fin the Unfited 

States,  were befing  depfloyed to Iraq at the same tfime.

Both brothers were orfigfinaflfly assfigned to the same com-

pany,  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company,  2-113th 

Infantry Battaflfion, both hofld the same mfiflfitary occupatfionafl 

skfiflfl and rank, suppfly specfiaflfist and specfiaflfist.

Thefir depfloyment has changed thefir career unfison.  Frank-

flyn fis now assfigned to Charflfie Company, 2-113th Infantry Bat-

taflfion, as a detafinee guard.  Spencer remafined fin HHC, fiflflfing 

hfis oflder brother’s shoes as the flead suppfly specfiaflfist.

They  work  opposfite  schedufles.    Spencer  works  day 

shfift,  whfifle  Frankflyn  has  become  a  creature  of  the  nfight.  

However, thefir bfiggest chaflflenge fis not workfing wfith detafin-

ees or endfless property finventorfies.

“The bfiggest chaflflenge of thfis depfloyment fis not befing 

abfle to teflfl my wfife what I do,” safid Frankflyn, who marrfied 

just prfior to depfloyfing.  “I coufld onfly teflfl her that I had a flong, 

and OK day here.”

Spencer’s bfiggest chaflflenge has been uncertafinty.

“The  hardest  part  fis  not  knowfing  what’s  gofing  on  at 

home aflfl the tfime,” he safid.

In spfite of thefir chaflflenges, both brothers have sofldfiered 

on, and flean on each other for support.

“My  brother  makes  me  feefl  flfike  we’re  back  at  home,” 

Spencer safid.  “I see hfim two or three tfimes a week, and 

finstead of taflkfing about work, we pflay [Nfintendo] Wfifi or taflk 

about random stuff,” he added.

Thefir mother, thfinks thfis depfloyment wfiflfl be a good ex-

perfience for aflfl of them.

 “Thfis [separatfion] wfiflfl unfite our famfifly even more,” Nury 

safid proudfly.  “Thfis wfiflfl be an experfience that they wfiflfl never 

forget and pass on to thefir own sons one day.”

Brothers Spc. Frankflyn (fl) and Spc. Spencer Gomez joke around 

on the roof of a bufifldfing at Camp Bucca.  They refly on each other 

to get through the rfigors of depfloyment.

U.S. Afir Force 1st Lt. Max Kfimmefl (r),  887th Afir Expedfi-

tfionary Securfity Forces Squadron, expflafins the functfion 

of the Scan Eagfle Unmanned Aerfiafl Vehficfle to Master 

Sgt.  Erfic  Eveflo  (fl),  Headquarters  and  Headquarters 

Troop, 1-102nd Cavaflry Squadron, and Maj. Dennfis Wfifl-

flfiams (c), 306th Mfiflfitary Poflfice Battaflfion, durfing a base 

defense brfiefing at Camp Bucca on Feb. 5.  The base 

defense mfissfion, to fincflude the command and controfl of 

the UAVs, fis fled by Headquarters, 2-113th Infantry Bat-

taflfion.  U.S. Army photo by Maj. Jason Fetteroflf.

EYES I N T HE S K Y: CA V KE EP S W A TCH - O VER HEA D
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Photos  cflockwfise  startfing  above:  Spc.  Samuefl  Cfintron  Jr.,  Bravo 

Troop, 102nd Cavaflry Squadron, 50th Infantry Brfigade Combat Team, 

guards an entry controfl pofint wfith an Iraqfi sofldfier at Forward Operat-

fing Base Grfizzfly, Iraq. Photo by Sgt. Bfiflfl Addfison, 50th IBCT Pubflfic 

Affafirs.  Spc. Heather DfiNapoflfi, Bravo Company, 114th Infantry Bat-

taflfion, 50th Infantry Brfigade Combat Team, reads fletters from home 

before startfing a patrofl outsfide Forward Operatfing Base (FOB) Crop-

per, Iraq. Photo by Maj. Jon Powers, 50th IBCT Pubflfic Affafirs.  Sgt. 

Rficardo  Suarez,  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company,  113th 

Infantry Battaflfion, 50th Infantry Brfigade Combat Team greets a flocafl 

Iraqfi  chfifld  durfing  a  patrofl  outsfide  Safwan,  Iraq.  Photo  by  Staff  Sgt. 

Shawn  Morrfis,  50th  IBCT  Pubflfic Affafirs.   A  Sofldfier  from  Headquar-

ters and Headquarters Company, 113th Infantry Battaflfion, 50th Infan-

try Brfigade Combat Team, patrofls Safwan, Iraq. Photo by Staff Sgt. 

Shawn Morrfis, 50th IBCT Pubflfic Affafirs.  Sgt. 1st Cflass Juan Pflata-

Santos hofists the Stars and Strfipes at the former Embassy-Baghdad.  

Photo by 1st Sgt. Davfid Moore, 50IBCT/PA.  Ffirst Lt. Jason Cornweflfl, 

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2-113th Infantry Battaflfion, 

gfives the "Hfigh-Ffive" to an Iraqfi boy durfing a January vfisfit to Safwan, 

fin southern Iraq.  U.S. Army photo by 1st Lt. Lawrence A. Robfinson.
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N.J. hoflds sendoff for 1-150th
Photo by Tech. Sgt. Mark Oflsen, 177FW/PA
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N.J. hoflds sendoff for 1-150th
Photo by Tech. Sgt. Mark Oflsen, 177FW/PA
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State honors departing aviators
Photos and story by Tech. Sgt. Mark Olsen, 177FW/PA

"New Jersey is doing its part and we are so proud 
of you," said Governor Jon S. Corzine to the Sol-
diers of the 1-150th Assault Helicopter Battalion 
and their families.

The 250-plus Soldiers, who hail from all of New Jersey's 
21 counties, were joined by family members, friends, Sena-
tors’ Robert Menendez and Frank Lautenberg, Maj. Gen. 
Glenn K. Rieth, The Adjutant General of New Jersey and 
veterans group leaders at a standing-room-only Departure 
Ceremony at the War Memorial in Trenton on Jan. 25. 

The battalion was leaving for pre-mobilization training 
at Fort Sill, Okla., and then on to Iraq.

"Freedom isn't free," Corzine said. "It comes with great 
sacrifice from men and women in uniform, and from families 
that are here."

During the ceremony, the 1-150th's colors were brought 
forward and with the assistance of the Governor, The Adju-
tant General, Lt. Col. Mark Preston - the unit's former com-
mander and Lt. Col. John Scannell, the current Battalion 
Commander, the Iraq Campaign Streamer was affixed to 
the unit's guidon.  The streamer was awarded to the 1-150th 
for wartime service during Operation Iraqi Freedom from 
November 2004 to November 2005.

"Wherever there was a need for an American Soldier, the 
New Jersey National Guard has been there," said Maj. Gen. 
Rieth. "The day that you put the uniform on to serve our na-
tion, each and every one of you are an American hero."

"Years from now you will be able to proudly say you had 
an impact, a positive impact, on the global war on terror-
ism," said Scannell.
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Photos top to bottom: Avfiators (fl-r) Warrant Offi-

cer 1 Krfis Sofchak, Chfief Warrant Officer 3 Tfim 

Leflfie,  Sgt.  Ken Avvy  and  Sgt  Bfiflfl  Harpe  carry 

Spc. Jessfica Brooks durfing sfimuflated medficafl 

evacuatfion trafinfing.  Sgt. Jose Mfiranda (fl) and 

1st  Lt.  Bethanfie  Schufltz  (r)  come  under  sfimu-

flated fire whfifle trafinfing at the mfiflfitary operatfions 

on urban terrafin sfite.  Governor Jon S. Corzfine 

shakes  hands  wfith  1st  Lt.  Tfiffaney  Moham-

med after the Departure Ceremony.  Governor 

Jon  S.  Corzfine  addresses  the  Sofldfiers  of  the 

1-150th Assauflt Heflficopter Battaflfion.  Aflfl photos 

by Tech. Sgt. Mark Oflsen, 177FW/PA.

By Wayne Wooflfley, NJDMAVA/PA

Gov. Jon S. Corzfine and Maj. Gen. Gflenn K. Rfieth 

fled a deflegatfion of eflected officfiafls, cfivfic fleaders 

and empfloyers to Fort Sfiflfl, Okfla. on Aprfifl 9 for the 

departure ceremony for the Iraq-bound Sofldfiers 

of the 1-150th Assauflt Heflficopter Battaflfion.

“Whfifle you are focused on your mfissfion and unfit, 

know that thfis admfinfistratfion fis deepfly commfitted to 

carfing  for  your  famfiflfies  and  aflso  wfith  workfing  wfith 

your empfloyers to make sure that your jobs wfiflfl stfiflfl 

be  there  upon  your  return  home,”  Corzfine  tofld  the 

Sofldfiers after the formafl ceremony ended.

The New Jersey Empfloyer Support of the Guard 

and  Reserve,  a  Pentagon-sponsored  organfizatfion 

that protects the empfloyment rfights of mfiflfitary reserv-

fists,  organfized  the  one-day  trfip  that  aflso  fincfluded  a 

barbeque  wfith  the  troops. The  state  ESGR  commfit-

tee has organfized more than a haflf dozen trfips over 

the past year that aflflowed more than 400 empfloyers, 

eflected officfiafls and cfivfic fleaders to travefl to flocatfions 

around the country to observe the troops of the New 

Jersey Natfionafl Guard fin actfion.
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GSAB WELCO MED HO ME
Photos by Tech. Sgt. Mark Oflsen, NJDMAVA/PA

GSAB WELCO MED HO ME
Photos by Tech. Sgt. Mark Oflsen, NJDMAVA/PA

The 34 Sofldfiers of the A, 2-104th Generafl Support Avfia-

tfion  Battaflfion  recefived  a  hero’s  weflcome  at  the  Jofint 

Trafinfing and Trafinfing Deveflopment Center on Feb. 6.

The  fleadershfip  of  the  both  the  New  Jersey  Army 

and Afir Natfionafl Guard, aflong wfith famfifly members and 

frfiends, attended the Weflcome Home ceremony.

The Sofldfiers – UH-60 Bflackhawk pfiflots, crew mem-

bers and ground support personnefl – were depfloyed for a 

year fin support of operatfions fin Kuwafit and Iraq fin support 

of  Operatfion  Iraqfi  Freedom.    The  Battaflfion  fis  based  at 

Navafl Afir Engfineerfing Statfion Lakehurst.

The process began four days earflfier when a con-

tract afirflfiner touched down at McGufire Afir Force Base.  

As  the  Sofldfiers  exfited  the  afircraft,  they  were  met  at 

the  bottom  of  the  steps  by  members  of  the  New  Jer-

sey Army and Afir Natfionafl Guard fleadershfip fled by Maj. 

Gen. Gflenn K. Rfieth.

The  cfircfle  was  compfleted  when,  after  gatherfing 

thefir gear, the Sofldfiers took a bus to the Fort Dfix cha-

pefl where they were met by thefir floved ones.

Photos countercflockwfise top to bottom: Chfief Warrant Officer 

4 Robert V. Drapafla fis reunfited wfith hfis daugher.  Sgt. Donafld 

E.  Seymour  meets  hfis  newest  flfittfle  Sofldfier.    GSAB  Sofldfiers 

are greeted durfing the Weflcome Home ceremony.  GSAB com-

mander Capt. Sean M. Roughneen (fl) returns the natfionafl cofl-

ors to U.S. Rep. Leonard Lance (c) as Maj. Gen. Gflenn K. Rfieth 

(r), The Adjutant Generafl of New Jersey observes.
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The passing of the New Year 
brought back familiar training to 
the New Jersey National Guard 
and the 50th Finance Battalion in 
Flemington.

On the first drill weekend of the 
new year, the guardsmen of the 
state’s finance department put down 
their pencils and picked up light-sticks 
for the purpose of Civil Disturbance 
training.

Instructed by Sgt. 1st Class Dan-
ny Colon and Sgt. Dewey Johnson, the eager soldiers of the 
finance battalion brought AR 500-50 to life.

“This training is more advanced and comprehensive,” 
Master Sgt. George Osborn said.  “In the past it was just an 
overhead projector and slides. Now we are able to get hands-
on experience with the newest equipment available to us.”

In a simulated riot, the leader bellowed out commands as 
the squad thunderously roared behind their four-foot shields. 
The light-sticks were not the only show of force. Every move-
ment was carried out with a ground-shaking stomp and a dis-
concerting boot-drag. The rowdy mob had no doubts that the 
wedge formation was coming directly for them.

Chief Warrant Officer Five Robert J. Richardson as-
sumed responsibility for the post of Command Chief 
Warrant Officer at a ceremony Feb. 7, at Joint Force 
Headquarters’ at Fort Dix.

Richardson assumed the top warrant officer position in 
November 2008. Richardson said his top priority will be to 
boost the ranks of the Warrant Officer corps.

Richardson serves as the personal advisor to Maj. Gen. 
Glenn K. Rieth, the Adjutant General, on all matters related to 
the New Jersey Army National Guard Warrant Officer program.

Richardson enlisted in 1968 and rose to staff ser-
geant before some friends suggested he look into the 
warrant officer program.

“When I learned about it, I saw that being a warrant 
officer was a great career choice,” Richardson said.  It’s 
a path he wants more NCOs to consider.  Although 98 
percent of the state’s aviation slots for warrant officers 
are filled, about 30 percent of the positions in the other 
specialties are vacant.

“I’m going to try to solve this (shortage) by focusing 
more on those stand-out NCOs who would be a perfect fit 
for the program,” Richardson said.

New State Command Chief Warrant Officer

Richardson takes charge
 By Spc. Pablo G. Vizcaino, 444MPAD

With a grin plastered across his face, Colon loved every 
minute of it.

“This is what I do,” said Colon. “I have 18 years of law-
enforcement experience, so I enjoy bringing my knowledge 
to this training.”

The students had just as much fun as the instructors 
and Pfc. Santiana Marisol was a testament to this.

“It’s really entertaining,” Marisol said, “and at the same 
time it gets your ready for anything you may face.”

Whether it is a domestic disturbance or missions across 
the pond, Marisol and the other soldiers are always prepared.

“In the National Guard you are a soldier first,” she stat-
ed, “so you have to be ready for everything.”

Chief Warrant Officer Five Robert J. Richardson (l) is congratu-
lated by Chief Warrant Officer Three David B. Edwards (r) after the 
Change of Responsibility Ceremony on Feb.7.

"Ready for everything"
  By Spc. Landis Andrews, 444th MPAD
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177th Med Group recefives top award
Photo and story by Tech. Sgt. Mark Oflsen, NJDMAVA/PA

The  Natfionafl  Guard 

Bureau  announced 

that the 177th Ffighter 

Wfing  Medficafl  Group 

has  been  awarded 

the  Afir  Force  Out-

standfing Unfit Award.

“Thfis  prestfigfious 

award  fis  a  testfimony 

to  the  outstandfing  and 

dedficated  servfice  by 

the  men  and  women 

of  the  177th  Ffighter 

Wfing  Medficafl  Group,” 

safid  Brfig.  Gen.  Marfia 

Faflca-Dodson, Commander, New Jersey Afir Natfionafl Guard.  

“Your contrfibutfions have made the dfifference – both here and 

abroad.  Congratuflatfions and thank you for your commfitment, 

dedficatfion and resoflve to our great state and natfion.”

Thfis  fis  the  second  tfime  the  Medficafl  Group  has  recefived 

the award.  The first was fin 2003 as a subordfinate unfit wfith the 

Wfing.  The award was created fin 1954 and fis presented to any 

Afir Force unfit whfich performs exceptfionaflfly merfitorfious servfice.

"We  are  aflfl  extremefly  proud  of  the  Medficafl  Group's 

hard work and dedficatfion and fit's good to see them get the 

recognfitfion they deserve," safid Cofl. Robert C. Boflton, Com-

mander, 177th Ffighter Wfing.

  “The  competfitfion  was  extremefly  keen,”  safid  Lt.  Gen. 

Harry M. Wyatt III, Dfirector, Afir Natfionafl Guard.  “Each wfin-

ner  fis  commended  for  havfing  been  seflected  from  an  out-

standfing group of nomfinees.”

The Medficafl Group jofins an eflfite group of 36 Afir Natfionafl 

Guard unfits natfionwfide fin recefivfing the prestfigfious award.  The 

Medficafl Group recefived the award for the perfiod from March 

30, 2006 to March 30, 2008.  Durfing that tfime, the Group pro-

vfided support for Operatfions’ Nobfle Eagfle, Endurfing Freedom, 

Iraqfi Freedom, Jump Start, Arctfic Care and Task Force Grfizzfly.  

Unfit Afirmen  have  supported  the  State  Partnershfip  Program 

between New Jersey and the Repubflfic of Aflbanfia by trafinfing 

numerous Aflbanfian doctors, nurses, and technficfians fin emer-

gency medficafl technficfian certfificatfion courses.

In Aprfifl 2006, the Group depfloyed to Kunsan Afir Base, 

Repubflfic  of  Korea  fin  support  of  the  Korea-Unfited  States 

Combfined Forces exercfise.  The unfit set up an Expedfitfion-

ary Medficafl Support hospfitafl fin fless than a week and pro-

vfided  trafinfing  to  the  8th  Medficafl  Group.   As  a  resuflt,  the 

177th recefived numerous accoflades from Pacfific Afir Force, 

the  8th  Medficafl  Group  Commander  and  the  Afir  Natfionafl 

Guard Chfief of Medficafl Pflans and Readfiness Dfivfisfion.

“The  dedficatfion  and  commfitment  of  the  members  of 

these organfizatfions enabfle the Afir Natfionafl Guard to fuflfiflfl 

fits commfitment to the mfissfions of peacekeepfing, humanfi-

tarfian reflfief, domestfic fimprovement, and most fimportant of 

aflfl – defense of Amerfica,” safid Lt. Gen. Wyatt.

Durfing  Operatfion  Arctfic  Care  2007,  the  Afir  Natfionafl 

Guard  Surgeon  Generafl  specfificaflfly  requested  that  the 

177th Medficafl Group to be the first Afir Natfionafl Guard unfit 

to support the Operatfion, whfich fis a jofint mfiflfitary exercfise 

finvoflvfing aflfl branches of the servfice.

The  Medficafl  Group  was  recognfized  as  the  top  per-

formfing unfit fin the vfiflflages of Seflawfik and Noorvfik.  Whfifle 

depfloyed,  the Afirmen  reattached  a  young  gfirfl’s  finger  tfip, 

performed more than 2,000 optometrfic and dentafl examfina-

tfions, and promoted a massfive heaflth care program finvoflv-

fing substance abuse, sex educatfion and preventfive medfi-

cfine to more than 2,000 natfive Aflaskans.

In addfitfion to thefir support for natfionafl and finternatfionafl 

operatfions, the Group aflso recefived an “Outstandfing” rat-

fing  durfing  thefir  March  2008  Heaflth  Servfices  Inspectfion– 

thefir second consecutfive “Outstandfing” ratfing.  To add to 

thfis accompflfishment, they put together an HSI Consuflta-

tfion Team  to  assfist  other Afir  Force  unfits  fin  preparfing  for 

these finspectfions, whfich are consfidered among the most 

dfifficuflt  medficafl  finspectfions  fin  the Afir  Force.    The  177th 

Team  vfisfited  four  other  unfits;  three  of  whfich  have  been 

finspected and attafined efither “exceflflent” or better ratfings 

on thefir finspectfions.

"These Afirmen are true professfionafls who have taken 

an finterest fin heflpfing out other unfits and ensurfing that they 

succeed,” safid Cofl. Boflton.
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108T H T O P RESER VE CE U N I T
By Tech. Sgt. Barb Harbfison, 108ARW/PA

Vfirtuaflfly  every  unfit  thfinks  they  are 

the best, but when they get an award 

namfing  them  “Outstandfing  Unfit”  – 

everyone  knows  they  are  the  best.   

And  the  best  Cfivfifl  Engfineer  Unfit  fin 

the Afir  Reserves  for  2008  fis  part  of 

the New Jersey Afir Natfionafl Guard.

The 108th Cfivfifl Engfineer Squadron, 

108th Afir  Refueflfing  Wfing,  recefived  the 

2008  Major  Generafl  Robert  H.  Curtfin 

Award  for  the  Afir  Force  Outstandfing 

Cfivfifl Engfineer Unfit Award – Afir Reserve 

Component  Category.    The  Squadron 

had aflso recefived the 2008 Cofl. Wfiflflfiam 

L.  Deneke  Outstandfing  Cfivfifl  Engfineer 

Unfit Award from the Afir Natfionafl Guard.

Commanded by Lt. Cofl. Paufl Noveflflo, 

the squadron fis comprfised of more than 

90  Afirmen  and  18  cfivfiflfian  empfloyees. 

These men and women fiflfl the trades of 

bufiflders:  eflectrficfians,  pflumbers,  heatfing 

and  afir  condfitfionfing  technficfians;  heavy 

equfipment operators; pest management; 

and, readfiness actfivfitfies: nucflear, bfioflogfi-

cafl  and  chemficafl  detectfion  and  decon-

tamfinatfion and dfisaster response.

To  be  named  the  Reserve  Com-

ponent Cfivfifl Engfineer Squadron of the 

Year, the 108th CES had to toot thefir own horn about aflfl the 

great thfings they had accompflfished fin fiscafl year 2008. 

An ongofing project sfince the 2005 BRAC has been the 

new  mfissfions  and  reorganfizatfions  of 

the  108th ARW.   The  CES  has  been 

workfing hard to upgrade and renovate 

the  facfiflfitfies  for  the  wfing’s  new  mfis-

sfions.  Pflus,  they  have  been  aggres-

sfivefly  workfing  to  meet  requfirements 

of McGufire-Dfix-Lakehurst megabase.

“I  coufld  not  be  prouder  of  the  ac-

compflfishments of the men and women 

of the 108th CES,” safid Lt. Cofl. Noveflflo. 

“I am very happy for the unfit to get some weflfl earned recognfi-

tfion. Whfifle thfis award covers a perfiod of tfime, CE has fin the 

past, and aflways wfiflfl gfive fit our aflfl, and strfive to be the best.  I 

am honored to be a part of thfis team.”

Whfifle work was bustflfing at thefir home base at McGufire Afir 

Force Base, more than one-thfird of the squadron voflunteered for 

AEF depfloyments to Iraq, Kuwafit and Qatar. A 40-person team 

went to RAF Mfifldenhaflfl, Engfland for severafl weeks to work on 

constructfion projects, fincfludfing erectfion of a securfity fence, five 

facfiflfity  renovatfion  projects  and  excavatfion  of  an  area  fin  sup-

port of an archeoflogficafl dfig.  Durfing the 

summer  of  2008,  30  members  of  the 

squadron  depfloyed  to  Croatfia  for  two 

weeks for a humanfitarfian mfissfion dur-

fing  the  2008  Adrfiatfic  Aurora  exercfise.  

The Afirmen worked wfith a cfivfifl engfineer 

unfit of the Croatfian Army to construct a 

pflayground for the flocafl schoofl and re-

pflace a roof on the communfity center.

Brfig.  Gen.  Mfichaefl  L.  Cunnfiff, 

commander,  108th Afir  Refueflfing  Wfing,  safid,  “As  changes 

fin mfissfions and personnefl have occurred fin the Afir Natfionafl 

Guard, and partficuflarfly the 108th ARW, durfing the past few 

years, the 108th Cfivfifl Engfineer Squadron has consfistentfly 

shown fits strengths.  These men and women certafinfly de-

serve thfis award teflflfing the rest of the Afir Force that they are 

the best of the best.”

I coufld not be prouder 
of the accompflfish-
ments of the men and 
women of the 108th 
CES.    Lt. Cofl. Paufl Noveflflo

Lt. Cofl. Paufl Noveflflo (r), Commander recefives the 2008 Major Generafl Robert H. Curtfin 

Award for the Afir Force Outstandfing Cfivfifl Engfineer Unfit Award – Afir Reserve Component 

Category from Wfing Commander Brfig. Gen. Mfichaefl L. Cunnfiff (fl) durfing an awards cer-

emony at the 108th.  Photo by Staff Sgt. Erfic Erbe, 108ARW/PA.
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If  you  depfloyed  to  Iraq  wfith  the  50th  Infantry  Brfigade 

Combat Team, you wfiflfl be the focus of a hfistorfic effort 

to heflp you ease back finto the famfifly, job and flfife you 

put on hofld to serve.

Wafit.  You’ve  heard  that  by  now.  Probabfly  more  than 

once.

But  retfired  Master  Sgt.  Chuck  Arnofld  wants  to  make 

sure you have thfis anyway: 1-866-VETS-NJ-4.

It’s the phone number to the New Jersey Veterans Hefl-

pflfine and fit fis the pflace to caflfl toflfl-free at any tfime fif you find 

yourseflf havfing any of these probflems or feeflfings:

- Avofidfing crowded pflaces

- Troubfle sfleepfing.

- Nfightmares or frfightenfing thoughts.

- Unexpflafined dfifficuflty breathfing or chest pafins.

- Usfing aflcohofl or drugs to feefl better.

- Dfifficuflty controflflfing your anger.

- Troubfle feeflfing safe.

- Feeflfing fleft out of the famfifly routfine you fleft behfind.

- Overwheflmed by nofises and the confusfion of home flfife.

These are naturafl responses to a stressfufl depfloyment 

to  a  dangerous  pflace  and  a  flong  separatfion  from  famfifly. 

And fif you’re fin the 50th, you and your famfifly wfiflfl be gfiven 

many toofls to cope wfith the stress. But the hotflfine fis the one 

resource that’s aflways there. 

Arnofld,  a  psychoflogfist  and  flficensed  counseflor  who 

served a combat tour as a Marfine fin Vfietnam and then more 

than  30  years  fin  the  New  Jersey  Army  Natfionafl  Guard, 

wants you to know thfis as weflfl:

“If you  caflfl,  the  peopfle  you  are  gofing  to  work  through 

are veterans and a part of the Guard famfifly,” Arnofld safid. 

“The  most  fimportant  thfing  for  you  to  know  fis  that  heflp  fis 

avafiflabfle. We are aflways there.”

Besfides  Arnofld,  key  Vet-to-Vet  hotflfine  staff  members 

fincflude:

- Rfich Dvorfin, an Afir Force veteran, retfired New Bruns-

wfick cop and Gofld Star father. Hfis son, Army Lt. Seth Dvor-

fin, was kfiflfled by an IED fin Iraq on Feb. 3, 2004.

-  Heather Afltman,  flficensed  counseflor  who  worked  as 

a mentafl heaflth counseflor at Fort Bragg, N.C. and flater fled 

the Woodbury Armory Famfifly Readfiness Group. She was a 

first-responder to the Pentagon on Sept. 11. 

The hotflfine flaunched fin 2005 as a partnershfip between 

the  state  Department  of  Mfiflfitary  and  Veterans Affafirs  and 

the Unfiversfity of Medficfine & Dentfistry of New Jersey.

It  fis  the  onfly  hotflfine  fin  the  country  staffed  by  veter-

ans – and the onfly one that fis aflso avafiflabfle for veterans’ 

famfiflfies as weflfl.

VET 2 VET: T HERE 4 U
By Wayne Wooflfley, NJDMAVA/PA



G  u  a  r  d  fl  fi  f   e 21

Photo bottom fleft: Incomfing Commander Cofl. Rob-

ert  C.  Boflton  (r),  accepts  the  177th’s  Coflors  from 

Brfig.  Gen.  Marfia  Faflca-Dodson  (fl),  whfifle  177th 

Command  Chfief  Master  Sgt.  Mfichaefl  R.  Francfis 

(c) observes durfing the Change of Command Cer-

emony hefld at the Wfing.  Photo by Tech. Sgt. Mark 

Oflsen, 177FW/PA.  Cofl. Boflton has a Bacheflor of 

Scfience  fin  Mechanficafl  Engfineerfing  from  the  Unfi-

versfity of Massachusetts at Amherst fin 1983 where 

he  recefived  hfis  commfissfion  through  the  Reserve 

Officer Trafinfing Corps program.  After flyfing F-15s 

wfith  the  27th  Tactficafl  Ffighter  Squadron  at  Lang-

fley  Afir  Force  Base,  Va.,  Boflton  jofined  the  177th 

where he has served fin numerous posfitfions fincflud-

fing  detachment  commander  on  two  counter-drug 

depfloyments,  operatfions  officer  for  the  F-16  C-

modefl  conversfion  and  the  afir-to-ground  upgrade 

program.  On September 11, 2001, Boflton stepped 

fin  as  the  unfit’s  aflert  operatfions  and  scheduflfing 

officer,  and  flater  served  from  September  2003  to 

January 2006 as the aflert detachment commander.  

In February 2006, he depfloyed to Operatfion Iraqfi 

Freedom as the assfistant operatfions officer.  Bofl-

ton,  a  command  pfiflot,  has  more  than  5,400  flfight 

hours fincfludfing 1,600 as an finstructor pfiflot.

177T H GET S NEW CO M M A N DER

Above: Maj. Gen. Gflenn K. Rfieth, The Adjutant Generafl of New Jersey; 

Brfig. Gen. Marfia Faflca-Dodson, Commander, New Jersey Afir Natfionafl 

Guard; Cofl. Randaflfl S. Kfing, outgofing Commander, 177th Ffighter Wfing 

and fincomfing Commander Cofl. Robert C. Boflton, aflong wfith Afirmen of 

the 177th Ffighter Wfing saflute durfing the pflayfing of the Natfionafl Anthem 

at  the  Wfing's  Change  of  Command  Ceremony  on  Feb.  8.    Photo  by 

Master Sgt. Shawn Mfifldren, 177FW/PA.
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It’s been several months since the New Jersey Embed-
ded Training Team returned from Afghanistan, but the 
combat tour’s events are just starting to sink in. 

In the relaxed, cushy surroundings of the Mt. Laurel 
Westin Hotel, ETT Soldiers received the second of three 
Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program post-deployment 
briefings and were encouraged to “get it all out.”

“It’s not a benefit,” said Maj.  Gen. Glenn K. Rieth, The 
Adjutant General. “It’s an entitlement.”

According to trainer Sgt. 1st Class Robert Price, the 
transition from military to civilian life has improved “a hell of 
a lot” since his previous deployment to Iraq in 2003.

“It’s what I like to call the group hug thing,” he said, de-
scribing the former demobilization period. “There’s standard 
medical, dental, health stuff, and then one group discussion 
for like an hour, that’s it. Then it’s ‘Okay, you’re back home, 
go to drill.’” 

But for Price, a 28-year veteran who served in Bosnia, 
Iraq, and now Afghanistan, this time is different.

The post-deployment period of the brand-new Yellow 
Ribbon Reintegration Program is crucial to Soldiers re-
turning from a combat zone. Spread over several drill-like 
weekends post-deployment, Price’s training team is at a 
crossroads.  Sixty days out from redeployment, their April 
briefings consisted mainly of issues in mental health, includ-
ing anger management, substance abuse prevention, com-
pulsive behaviors prevention and suicide prevention. 

According to Yellow Ribbon Support Specialist Jack 
Stoffa, the 60-day period is especially vital to the Soldiers’ 
well-being and particularly to this group, which was respon-
sible for training the Afghan army and police.

A ‘Yellow Ribbon’ chases away the blues
By Cadet Amelia Thatcher and Pfc. Saul Rosa, 444th MPAD

“Everything starts to hit right about now,” Stoffa said. “Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder… these guys have seen stuff.”

Outreach Counselor Jose Burgos of the Ewing Vet Cen-
ter works constantly to improve the mental health services 
available to veterans like Price.

 An Operation Iraqi Freedom veteran himself, Burgos 
knows first-hand the importance of post-deployment coun-
seling, months or even years after returning from war.

“I’m the poster boy for PTSD, and I’m not ashamed,” 
Burgos said. “It affects you and it affects your family.”

Across the hallway, soldiers of the 2-104th General 
Support Aviation Battalion completed the first set of brief-
ings, which focused on the programs available for returning 
Soldiers. This “thirty-day” group, having been home for a 
mere month after being at war, received more generalized 
briefings about family issues, education benefits, stress 
management, money management, chaplain support and 
problems at work. 

“There is so much out there,” said Anna Richar, the joint 
family support consultant for Military OneSource. But a Sol-
dier has to make the first phone call, she added. 

The Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program consists of 
four phases: pre-deployment, deployment, demobilization, 
and post-deployment/reintegration. From the time Soldiers 
are first informed of an upcoming deployment until the day 
they get back, both they and their families are educated in 
all aspects of the support available. Services include Em-
ployer Support for the Guard and Reserve, Military One-
Source, the National Guard’s Education Support Center, 
the N.J. State Family Programs Office and both state and 
federal Departments of Veterans Affairs.

Master Sgt. Ferdie Bautista (center, front row), Informa-
tion Manager for the 108th Maintenance Squadron, was 
the Individual Air Diversity Award Winner for 2008.

This award is given to the Air National Guard Airman 
who best promotes workplace and community diversity 
while maintaining the core values of the Air Guard.

Bautista competed against Airmen from the 54 states 
and territories.   

His leadership of Asian Pacific Heritage Foundation 
helped Bautista meet the benchmarks for the award.

As foundation chairman, Bautista integrated Guard and 
Reserve members into an organization that was previously 
run exclusively by active duty members.

And he’s the Equal Opportunity counselor for his unit.
“Everyone has something positive to offer,” he said. “It 

doesn’t matter what they look like or how different they appear.”

Airman Takes Diversity Award
By Staff Sgt. Brian Carson, 108ARW



Inspfiratfion  to  try  the  bfiathflon  came  to 

New  Jersey  Army  Natfionafl  Guard  Sgt. 

1st  Cflass  Marc  Wfinans  as  he  watched 

hfis  gfirflfrfiend,  Sgt.  Erfin  Graham,  a  Ver-

mont  Army  Guard  Sofldfier,  race  fin  the 

grueflfing  sport  that  combfines  Nordfic 

skfifing and shootfing.

Probflem  was,  Graham  competed  at 

the eflfite flevefl and Wfinans, a decent marks-

man,  knew  nothfing  about  cross-country 

skfifing.

So flast February, at age 35, he started 

to flearn.

“One of the hardest thfings I have ever 

done,” safid Wfinans, a saxophone and cflar-

finet pflayer fin the 63rd Army Band.

He  must  have  gotten  some  good 

pofinters.

Because on March 9, Wfinans raced fin the 

2009 Natfionafl Guard Bureau Bfiathflon Cham-

pfionshfips  fin  Jerficho,  Vt.,  makfing  hfim  the  first  Jersey  Guards-

man fin recent memory to compete fin the prestfigfious event.

He pflaced 39th fin a fiefld of 55 fin the 10 kfiflometer sprfint 

fin  a  respectabfle  46  mfinutes.  He  finfished  the  15  kfiflometer 

race fin 1 hour and 14 mfinutes, about 28 mfinutes behfind the 

wfinnfing  group,  but  more  than  a  haflf  hour  before  the  finafl 

racers.

Not a bad showfing for a Jersey guy competfing fin a fiefld 

domfinated by troops from states known for wfinter weather, 

flfike Vermont, Mfinnesota, North Dakota and Montana.  Efigh-

teen states sent nearfly 80 athfletes to the champfionshfips. 

Wfinans hopes to rafise awareness wfithfin New Jersey Na-

tfionafl Guard about bfiathflon and mfiflfitary programs that can of-

fer exceptfionafl athfletes an envfironment to trafin and compflete.

The Natfionafl Guard Bureau bfiathflon program’s mfissfion 

fis  to  deveflop  the  hfighest  flevefls  of  skfifing  and  rfifle  marks-

manshfip  necessary  to  fimprove  the  combat  abfiflfity  of  findfi-

vfiduafl Sofldfiers and to represent the Natfionafl Guard and the 

U.S. Armed  Servfices  fin  natfionafl  and  finternatfionafl  events, 

fincfludfing the Worfld Cup and Wfinter Oflympfics.
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JER SEY GU A R D S M A N: SK I I N G, SH O O T I N G, CO M PET I N G
Staff Sgt. Rose Examfiflotfis, 444th MPAD and Wayne Wooflfley, DMAVA/PA

New Jersey Army Natfionafl Guard Sgt. 1st Cflass Marc Wfinans racfing at the 2009 Na-

tfionafl Guard Bureau Bfiathaflon Champfionshfips fin Jerficho, Vt.  Photo by Sgt. 1st Cflass 

Karfin Kasupskfi, Vermont Army Natfionafl Guard.

Afir Force flfight surgeons 
trafin Iraqfi counterparts
Cofl. Wfiflflfiam Dodson, 108th Afir Refueflfing Wfing, assfigned to the 

Coaflfitfion Afir Force Trafinfing Team, advfises seven Iraqfi afir force 

and  Iraqfi  army  physficfians  durfing  the  aero-medficafl  evacuatfion 

cflass at the flfight surgeon course at New afl-Muthana Afir Base, 

Iraq, Aprfifl 20. The trafinfing teaches the Iraqfis how to convert a 

UH-1 Huey Heflficopter and a C-130 Hercufles Afircraft from a pas-

senger transport to an aero-medficafl evacuatfion medevac trans-

port.  Thfis  fis  the  thfird  cflass  of  Iraqfi  flfight  surgeons  that  wfiflfl  be 

graduatfing from the four week course. The course, whfich fis cur-

rentfly taught by Iraqfi flfight surgeons and the Coaflfitfion Afir Force 

Trafinfing Team wfiflfl be fuflfly taught by the Iraqfis durfing the next 

course.    After  compfletfing  the  course,  the  Iraqfi  officers  wfiflfl  be 

responsfibfle for dofing physficafls on candfidates that want to fly fin 

the Iraqfi forces and takfing care of the current afircrew members.  

U.S. Afir Force photo by Senfior Afirman Jacqueflfine Romero.



Spc. Mindy Yeon (l), Human Resource specialist with the 119th Combat Sustainment Support 
Battalion and Staff Sgt. Walter Kienzle (second from left), Combat Arms, 177th Fighter Wing Se-
curity Forces, help students from the Sovereign Avenue School in Atlantic City prepare donated 
items for shipping to military members deployed overseas on Dec. 18. The “Oceans Apart, But 
Never Far From The Heart” care package drive was arranged by school teacher Courtney Mitch-
ell, volunteer for the 177th Family Support Office and wife of 177th Master Sgt. Dan Mitchell.  
Photo by Master Sgt. Andrew Moseley, 177FW/PA.
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Officer Candidates Class #52 is hosting the 5th Annu-
al SGT Sam Nutter 5K Run on May 31 at the National 
Guard Training Center at Sea Girt.

The run will start at 10 a.m. and will be followed by a 
presentation of the proceeds to the beneficiary family and 
an awards presentation for the runners with the best time in 
the different age groups for males and females.  There will 
also be a barbeque and live music.

The Sam Nutter Organization was created in 2005 and 
is administered by the Officer Candidate School of the New 
Jersey Army National Guard to raise funds to benefit Na-
tional Guard families in need.  Each year, a charity 5 kilo-
meter run is planned in remembrance of SGT Sam Nutter, a 
former OCS candidate whose terminal cancer did not stop 
him from assisting the OCS class and staff.

In 2006, the beneficiary was Ashleigh Ryann Gwinn 

Nutter Run benefits Soldiers
By Officer Candidate Ana Bolanos, 254th Regiment

who was diagnosed with Krabbe Leukodystrophy.  The next 
year, proceeds went to Caitlyn McGuire who was and still 
is trying to beat her battle with cancer.  Last year’s benefi-
ciary was Dina Hickman, who at the age of six months was 
diagnosed with Neurofibromatosis Type I.  This year all pro-
ceeds will be donated to the family of Sgt. Raul Aponte  who 
is currently deployed with the 50th Infantry Brigade Combat 
Team.  The Aponte family home was struck by lightning dur-
ing a storm in 2008 and caught fire, leaving them without a 
permanent residence and under heavy financial burden.

If you would like to participate in the run, donate, or spon-
sor a runner, please go to www.nutterrun.com for more infor-
mation call (877) 428-4774. Registration is encouraged prior 
to the event, but can be done up to 30 minutes before the race 
starts.  All ages can to participate in the run.
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Maj. Jonathan Lapidow lives and breathes the warrior ethos. 
And that’s before he even puts on his uniform.

The 36-year-old New Jersey Army Na-
tional Guard officer is a budding mixed martial 
arts competitor, versed in jiu-jitsu, wrestling, 
boxing and Muay Thai martial arts.

Up until three years ago, Lapidow never 
considered getting in the ring.  Then he served 
a tour in Iraq.  When he returned, a friend asked 
him if he wanted to train.

“I figured, hell, I just spent a year in a combat 
zone and survived that. How bad could it be to train 
to fight?” said Lapidow, a helicopter pilot who serves 
full-time in Recruiting and Retention Command. 

He competed in his first match on March 14 and 
for his ring moniker, they called him “The Major.” 

They also called him the winner.
He won his bout in a lightning-fast 24 seconds, 

forcing his opponent, Kyle Malone, to submit.
Lapidow caught Malone in a guillotine, a headlock 

style chokehold, and Malone tapped the mat to indicate 
he’d had enough.

Despite the strong start to Lapidow’s career, he sees 
the sport as more than an outlet for his competitive instincts. 
He also sees a golden opportunity to interest young people 
in the National Guard.

To that end, he’s begun the process of creating the New 
Jersey National Guard MMA Combatives Team.  It will afford 
any National Guard Soldier the opportunity to receive training 
in mixed martial arts disciplines.

“If you want to get training like this as a civilian, it’s go-
ing to cost you at least $150 per month, and that’s only for 
one or two disciplines. With the combatives team the train-
ing will be provided for you during times when you would 
normally report for duty. So, essentially, we are paying you 
to train,” said Lapidow.

Lt. Col. John Sheard, the recruiting and retention com-
mander, believes offering the opportunity for that kind of train-
ing will attract worthy candidates to the New Jersey Guard.

After all, the Jersey Guard has already established a 
relationship with the Asylum Fight League, the organization 
that gave Lapidow his first match. 

“I’ve been marketing with Asylum for quite a while now. 
Right now, the National Guard logo is in the center of the 
ring. But when Jon started working in this office it all came 
together,” Sheard said. “I sat down with the president of the 
league and he was more than willing to give us a shot.”

Lapidow – and his corner crew and fans – serve as a 

v e r i t a b l e 
billboard for Na-

tional Guard recruiting.
“When I’m out there fighting, I’m represent-

ing the Guard. My whole team is wearing 1-800-GO-GUARD 
T-shirts, ring girls are throwing Go Guard shirts into the crowd, 
the logo is draped behind me and we have trucks in the park-
ing lot,” said Lapidow. “We want kids to know that they can 
take part in MMA if they just join the National Guard.”

The National Guard brand is no stranger to marketing in 
the sports arena. The logo appears on the car of NASCAR 
driver Dale Earnhardt Jr., at Rutgers football games and in 
the stadium of multiple minor league baseball teams to in-
clude the Somerset Patriots and the Trenton Thunder.

This combatives team will work as a pipeline for worthy 
contenders to get sanctioned fights through the partnership 
between the National Guard and the Asylum Fight League, 
which is the number one rated MMA association in New Jer-
sey.  However, competition is not the only goal of this team.

“Qualities that you need to be successful in the mixed 
martial arts arena are perfect for all Soldiers,” Lapidow said. 
“Being physically fit, being mentally focused and having this 
kind of drive is the cornerstone of military personnel. Being a 
part of this team, even without the competition, will drastically 
improve you as a Soldier, as an athlete and as a person.”

Lapidow imagines getting enough National Guard troops 
to field a full-fledged team, similar to the MMA All-Stars from 
Fort Drum, N.Y. This collection of Marines, Sailors and Sol-
diers will be traveling from upstate New York to Fort Dix to 
take on contenders in the Asylum Fight League.

Realizing that his opponents will be from other services 
heightens his sense of urgency.

“Now, not only will I be fighting for myself and the Na-
tional Guard, I will be a representing the strength of the 
Army,” said Lapidow.

‘The Major’ stalks the ring
  By Spc. Landis Andrews, 444MPAD; Photo courtesy Asylum Fight League
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Thousands of families across the state went through 
the gut-wrenching ordeal of saying goodbye to hus-
bands, wives and children at the start of the 50th Infan-
try Brigade Combat Team’s historic Iraq deployment. 

Welcoming them home will be a joyous event, for 
sure. But the days, weeks and months after the deploy-
ment ends won’t be without stress, or even heartache, as 
Soldiers try to ease back into lives that went on without 
them for a year.

With that reality in 
mind, the National Guard 
has been conducting a 
series of reunion briefings 
for the families of the de-
ployed troops.

Marie Durling, the 
assistant family pro-
grams director, has 
been using these forums 
to try to lower families’ 
expectations.

“If you’re expect-
ing your Soldier to drop 
their bags and run in 
slow motion towards 
you while you stand 
there with your arms 
wide open, you might be 
let down,” Durling said 
during a briefing at the 
Lawrenceville Armory in 
early April. “Don’t expect 
that beach fantasy because your Soldiers’ have been 
through a different experience than you have and that 
may not be what they want.”

Families from across New Jersey have participated at 
meetings in every armory and all of the reunion briefings 
have followed the same routine.

Durling focuses her talk on the adults, covering every-
thing from family finances to rekindling romance. State youth 
coordinator Amanda Ballas talks to the children, covering 
everything from home safety and letter writing to learning 
how to express their feelings to their returning parents.

“Children don’t take things as well as the adults do,” 
Ballas said. “You have to talk to them on their level because 
there is a lot more confusion.”

That’s an issue that Sara Luchenta is already facing. 
“My daughter was just a baby when her Daddy left, and 

now she’s walking and talking,” Luchenta said. “My husband 
missed a very crucial part of her life.” 

Her husband, 1st Lt. Jeffery Hager is expected to return 
home with the 50th Chemical Company, but his daughter is a 
bit apprehensive about meeting her father for the first time.

“She has been waking up crying in the middle of the night 
because of nightmares that when Jeff comes home he won’t 
know who she is,” Luchenta said. “She is worried that her 
dad won’t recognize her and know that she is his daughter.”

The 32-year old moth-
er of two has her own res-
ervations about her hus-
band’s return. “Before he 
left I didn’t drive but while 
he was gone I had to get 
my license. Now I’m used 
to driving everywhere and 
taking the kids wherever 
they need to be. It’s going 
to be hard giving up the 
keys when I’ve gotten so 
used to being in control,” 
Luchenta said.

Julio Quiniones must 
also be prepared to relin-
quish some control, but in 
a more domestic arena. 

“My wife used to 
write all of the checks 
and do most of the work 
around the house,” 
Quiniones said. “I got 

used to doing things my way at home and being in 
charge of everything, including the checkbook. Giving 
that up might be hard.”

Quiniones, the husband of Master Sgt. Mariana Soto-
Quiniones, was reassured that he would not have to hand 
over the spending power so suddenly. “[Durling] said that it’s 
good not to jump right back into the way things used to be be-
cause they might not be ready for so much responsibility yet. 
That means I can still be in charge for a little while longer.”

After the briefing in Lawrenceville, many of the family mem-
bers who attended said they felt better because they learned 
their particular worries were actually common concerns.

“My main thing was to find out about getting the money 
situation straight. Now that those questions are answered 
we can work on planning our vacation,” Luchenta said. 
“We’re going to Disney World!”

Reunion briefings: bridging the gap
 By Spc. Landis Andrews, 444th MPAD; Photo by Kryn Westhoven, NJDMAVA/PA

Reunion briefings: bridging the gap
 By Spc. Landis Andrews, 444th MPAD; Photo by Kryn Westhoven, NJDMAVA/PA
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News Guard Families Can Use
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108th Air Refueling Wing
3327 Charles Blvd.

McGuire AFB, NJ 08641
POC: Doug Ridgway

doug.ridgway@njmcgu.ang.af.mil

Jersey City Armory
678 Montgomery Street

Jersey City, NJ 07306-2208
POC: SFC (Ret) Bernard Sims

bernard.sims@us.army.mil

Lawrenceville Armory
151 Eggert Crossing Road

Lawrenceville, NJ 08648-2897
POC: Jane Hackbarth

jane.e.hackbarth@us.army.mil

Morristown Armory
430 Jockey Hollow Road                            

Morristown, NJ 07960-0499       
POC: SFC (Ret) Robert Kraemer

robert.kraemer@us.army.mil

Pomona NJNG FAC
400 Langley Road

Egg Harbor Twp, NJ 08234
Air POC: CMSgt (Ret) Paul Gunning

paul.gunning@njatla.ang.af.mil
Army POC: CSM (Ret) Michael Hughes

michael.hughes@njatla.ang.af.mil

Somerset Armory
1060 Hamilton Street
Somerset, NJ 08873

POC: John Hales
john.a.hales@us.army.mil

Teaneck Armory
Teaneck & Liberty Roads
Teaneck NJ 07666-0687

POC: SFC (Ret) Janis Shaw
janis.m.shaw@us.army.mil

Toms River Armory
1200 Whitesville Road
Toms River, NJ 08753

POC: Maria Morro
maria.morro1@us.army.mil

Woodbury Armory
658 North Evergreen Avenue

Woodbury, NJ 08096
POC: Michele Daisey

michele.daisey1@us.army.mil
or call 1-888-859-0352

Family Assistance Centers

Family Readiness increases grants
The New Jersey National Guard State Family Readiness Council 
has increased the amounts of family and business grants up 
to $5,000 and $10,000, respectively.  Both grants are known as 
TIER I grants.
	 TIER II family grants are also available to New Jersey Army and Air 
National Guard non-deployed servicemembers who served on State Ac-
tive Duty or State Missions (e.g., hurricanes, floods, border missions) for 
more than 20 consecutive days.  Servicemembers meeting these criteria 
are eligible to apply for a financial hardship grant up to $1,500. 
	 Applications are available at all New Jersey Army and Air National 
Guard Family Assistance Centers.

SCRA explained
The Servicemembers Civil Relief Act covers 
all National Guard members while on ac-
tive duty. The protection begins on the date 
of entering active duty and generally termi-
nates within 30 to 90 days after the date of 
discharge from active duty.

The SCRA provides a wide range of protec-
tions for individuals entering, called to active 
duty, or deployed servicemembers. It is intended 
to postpone or suspend certain civil obligations 
to enable service members to devote full at-
tention to duty and relieve stress on the family 
members of those deployed servicemembers. A 
few examples of such obligations you may be 
protected against are: outstanding credit card 
debt, mortgage payments, pending trials, taxes 
and lease terminations.

The Act expands current law that protects 
servicemembers and their families from eviction 
from housing while on active duty due to non-
payment of rents.  Under the new provisions 
this protection would cover housing leases up to 
$2,720.95 per month – and then be adjusted an-
nually to account for inflation.

SCRA clarifies limits to six percent interest 
on credit obligations incurred prior to military 
service or activation, including credit card debt. 
Please note that this law only covers debt in-
curred prior to military service.

The Act will prevent states from using the in-
come earned by a servicemember in determining 
the spouse’s tax rate when they do not maintain 
their permanent legal residence in that state.

If you haven’t already taken advantage of 
the SCRA, please look into it so that you get the 
full benefits allowed to you under the law. Re-
member that only a lawyer can advise you on 
legal matters.

News Guard Families Can Use
Compiled by the Guardlife Staff
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Aflvarado to command schooflhouse
Brfig.  Gen.  John  Nunn  (r),  Assfistant  Adjutant  Generafl-Army  presents  the  coflors  of  the 

254th Regfiment to fincomfing commander Cofl. Waflter L. Aflvarado (fl) durfing a change of 

command ceremony at the Natfionafl Guard Trafinfing Center fin Sea Gfirt on Aprfifl 4. Aflvarado 

repflaces Cofl. James T. Corrfigan, who served for the past two years as the commander of 

the schooflhouse.  Photo by Spc. Robert Nefiflfl, 444MPAD.

Armed wfith
teddy bears
Sofldfiers  of  the  2-113th  Infantry 

Battaflfion,  New  Jersey  Army  Na-

tfionafl Guard, pose wfith Iraqfi chfifl-

dren  they  gave  stuffed  anfimafls 

to,  near  Safwan,  Iraq,  March 

1.  The  humanfitarfian  effort  was 

spearheaded by Staff Sgt. Herfib-

erto Mafldonado, Bravo Company, 

wfith  stuffed  anfimafls  donated  by 

hfis  famfifly  and  frfiends.  Specfiafl 

thanks  to  Gfirfl  Scout  Troop  269 

of Gflenrock, N.J.  Photo by Maj. 

Jason Fetteroflf, PAO, 2-113th In-

fantry Battaflfion.

Makfing butterflfies
Students from the Gflorfia M. Sabater Eflementary Schoofl fin Vfinefland, wfith heflp from 

teacher Connfie Rfichmond and 2nd Lt. Rfichard Lee from E. Company, 250th Brfigade 

Support Battaflfion work on the Butterfly Tree project.  Chfifldren from 31 cflassrooms 

at the schoofl decorated foam butterflfies and dedficated each one to the memory of 

a faflflen servfice member who served fin Iraq or Afghanfistan.  The assfignment cuflmfi-

nated wfith the send-off on Jan. 23 of more than 580 butterflfies for Arflfington Natfionafl 

Cemetery.  Photo by Staff Sgt. Jerry Grant, 444MPAD.

Key to Freedom
Capt. Erfic Montoya, (fl-r) Forward Operatfing Base Freedom mayor; 1st Sgt. 

Charfley Keuscher, deputy mayor; Cofl. Steven Ferrarfi, Jofint Area Support 

Group-Centrafl commander; present Mohammad Saflman, natfionafl recon-

cfiflfiatfion flfiafison for the Government of Iraq; Aflfi Afl-Yasrfi, dfirector generafl of 

the prfime mfinfister's office operatfions, GOI, and Dr. Mawafek Afl-Kuraman-

jy, dfirector generafl of reafl estate of the Generafl Secretarfiat, GOI, a key to 

FOB Freedom durfing a ceremony markfing the property's transfer back to 

Iraq. Photo by Staff Sgt. Shawn Morrfis, JASG-C/PA.
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Foot Sofldfier
Master Sgt. Myfles Cappfieflflo wfith the Jofint Trafinfing and Trafinfing Deveflopment Center, ap-

pflfies powder to hfis feet as partficfipants contfinue aflong the 26.2-mfifle route of the 20th annuafl 

Bataan Memorfiafl Death March, hefld Aprfifl 6 at the Whfite Sands Mfissfifle Range, N.M. An es-

tfimated 5,300 peopfle partficfipated fin the event.  Photo by Dustfin Perry, Fort Bflfiss Monfitor.

Ayars top ANG 
Paraflegafl of the 
Year
Tech. Sgt. Anna C. Ayars, 177th Law Of-

fice  Superfintendent  dfispflays ANG  Para-

flegafl  of  the  Year  -  CMSgt  Councfiflman 

Award.    Ayars  recefived  the  award  on 

Jan. 23 at the Annuafl Survey of the Law 

Conference hefld fin Denver.   The award 

fis presented annuaflfly to a member of the 

Afir Natfionafl Guard seflected as the most 

outstandfing paraflegafl of the year, based 

upon  demonstrated  superfior  job  perfor-

mance,  exhfibfitfion  of  fleadershfip  quaflfi-

tfies, sfignfificant posfitfive seflf-fimprovement 

and  contrfibutfions  wfithfin  the Afir  Natfionafl 

Guard  and  the  flocafl  communfity.    Photo 

by Tech. Sgt. Mark Oflsen, 177FW/PA.Makfing butterflfies
Students from the Gflorfia M. Sabater Eflementary Schoofl fin Vfinefland, wfith heflp from 

teacher Connfie Rfichmond and 2nd Lt. Rfichard Lee from E. Company, 250th Brfigade 

Support Battaflfion work on the Butterfly Tree project.  Chfifldren from 31 cflassrooms 

at the schoofl decorated foam butterflfies and dedficated each one to the memory of 

a faflflen servfice member who served fin Iraq or Afghanfistan.  The assfignment cuflmfi-

nated wfith the send-off on Jan. 23 of more than 580 butterflfies for Arflfington Natfionafl 

Cemetery.  Photo by Staff Sgt. Jerry Grant, 444MPAD.

Key to Freedom
Capt. Erfic Montoya, (fl-r) Forward Operatfing Base Freedom mayor; 1st Sgt. 

Charfley Keuscher, deputy mayor; Cofl. Steven Ferrarfi, Jofint Area Support 

Group-Centrafl commander; present Mohammad Saflman, natfionafl recon-

cfiflfiatfion flfiafison for the Government of Iraq; Aflfi Afl-Yasrfi, dfirector generafl of 

the prfime mfinfister's office operatfions, GOI, and Dr. Mawafek Afl-Kuraman-

jy, dfirector generafl of reafl estate of the Generafl Secretarfiat, GOI, a key to 

FOB Freedom durfing a ceremony markfing the property's transfer back to 

Iraq. Photo by Staff Sgt. Shawn Morrfis, JASG-C/PA.
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New Jersey National Guard Enlisted Promotions
New Jersey Army 

National Guard

To Sergeant Major (E-9):
Thomas S. Decker

To First Sergeant (E-8):
John J. Hegyi

Patrick A. Kildea
Douglas W. McNeil

Stephane M. Millhollin
Marc D. Winans

To Master Sergeant (E-8):
Joseph J. Bosotina

Daniel A. Braun
Sean M. Farrell

Daniel E. McCarthy
Jacek K. Niemynski

Valerie L. Nutter
Peter J. Quinlan Sr.

To Sergeant First Class 
(E-7):

Adrian Alvarez
Ricardo Charles

Edwin Cruz
Jose T. Cruz

Shawna M. Frey
Todd J. Geweke

Carlton A. Gittens
Jerome Grant

Daniel Guzman
James M. Hammer
Harrington D. Henry

Philip V. Lore
David A. Michaels 
Mark D. Minisi Jr.
Franklin E. Pinili
George R. Reilly
Graca M. Ruivo

Susan E. Stephens
Angel L. Torres
Louis E. Tuck

Kerry L. Williams
Eric J. Zucker

To Staff Sergeant (E-6):
 Raymond Aviles

Irving Baez
Marcus J. Baker
Marie N. Burns

Rahaman I. Cobb
Ishwann Q. Dixon

David I. Engelhardt Jr.
Catherine G. Evernham

Sean S. Fisher
Patrick G. Fry

Emel J. Gonzalez
Paul J. Greenberg

Carmen R. Hernandez
William H. Holmes III

Russell Huth Jr.
Yuhao Liang

Jose Ascencio
Christian T. Baierwalter

Shawn P. Baxley
Daniel M.Bender
Kasper Biskup

Luis A.Blanco-Flores
Javier Bolivar

Richard J. Bond
Israel Bonilla

Tyrone A. Bordley 
Bork John T. III

Heriberto Borrero
Michaeel J. Bowers Jr.

Jack A. Brady
Diana C. Brand

Thomas R. Brewer
Daniel E. Briggs Jr.

Brown Jeremiah
Dominic A. Buckmuse III

Francis J. Buckwalter
Joseph S. Bundy
Kristen M. Burns
Clayton C. Butler
Cindy M. Calcano

Melanie M.Camacho
Stephen L. Carrington Jr.

Aaron B. Casterline
Diego A. Castro

Carlos A. Castro Martinez
Winsome J. Cayanong
Chesly J. A. Cenesca
Jahidul I. Chowdhury

Edgardo Class
Brian R. Conklin
Angel Contreras
Jorel W. Cordero
Andrew R. Cross
Christian J. Cruz
Nicole E. Cruz

Theodore N. Cruz
Cesar Cuba

Michael T. Cullinan
Ricardo L. Curatolo

Jamie A. Daniel
Adam R. Daniels
Andrew S. Davis

Ivin H. Davis
Stephen A. Debuc

Alexander J. DeJesus
Kevin D. Depuy

Carson P. Dibenedetto
Joshua A. E. Dickerson
Matthew Dickinson III

Craig D. Dimaggio
Stephen G. Domenick

Sean M. Donohue
Jose C. Dorelien
Celeste M. Dowe

Erik J. Downsholtzin
Bradley Dumeny

Lituma M. G. Duran
Diana C. Durango
Edwin S. Fabian
Zachary J. Faist
Byron F. Falconi

Mark Fanelli Jr.
Kevin R. Flannery
Seneca R. Flores
Derek J. Forbes
Jerette R. Frank
Angel L. Fuentes
Todd D. Fuquay

Amanda J. Gaderon
Jessica R. Gall

Walner E. Garcia
Andres D. Godoy

Ronald K. Goepel Jr.
Jose R. Gonzalez

Jonathan F. Gordon
Jonathan Grantham

James A. Graves
Michael A. Gregory
Anthony T. Greto

Carlos A. Guzman
Zeshan Haroon

Charles C. Harrison
Saamee W. Hawks
Jeremy M. Hazen
Jeffrey R. Heine

Delwin O. Hernandez
Portillo M. Hernandez

Victor D. Hernandezresto
Antonia L. Hoh
Jessica Hunter

Christopher N. Hurley
Richard D. Hurwitz
Richard J. Hutton
Bryan J. Inzitari
Donna L. Ivins

Robert Jackson
Tierre L. Jackson
Jaime I. Jimenez

Dominick N. Jones
John E. Jones Jr.

Lynn R. Jones
Victor J. Jones Jr.

David P. Jules
Martin A. Julian
Seth Kamara

Joseph T. Kattermann
Benjamin Kim
Pablo M. Kim

Se H. Kim
Kirk A. Kirlew

Christopher J. Knapp
Zachary M. Kolins

Adam M. Kwan
Jonathan H. Lainez

Andrew M. Lane
Edil M. Laocarrero
Humberto A. Larios
Matthew R. Lavelle

William Lintner
Benedict V. Lopez
Pedro J. Lopez III

Sixto E. Lopez
Victor M. Lopez III

Jose A. Lora Jr.
Benjamin T. Lore
Shawn P. Lowrie

John G. Lurker II
Andres F. Lux

Timothy D. Lynch
Alexander D. J. Marchena

Brandon J. Martin
Tykeia S. Martin

John J. Matheson
Joshua H. Mathews
Randy W. Matthews

Robert G. Mayas
William J. McCaughey IV

Andrew D. McConnell
Gerelle M. McMillan

Christopher J. McSherry
Jose M. Mercedes Santana

Erik R. Midtbo
Julio I. Milla

Jillian E. Miller
Eric A. Mitana
David L. Mollor

Christopher J. Morgan
Stephen Mukoma

Zoe Narmah
James L. Nees

William J. Nelson IV
Madeline S. Neumann

Michael P. Nguyen
Alberto Nicasio
Godson Noel

Stanley R. Noel
Kevin D. Norton
Robert L. Nunez

Jennifer M. O’Brien
Daniel D. Oquendo

Karina Ordonez
John G. Osorio
Jason Pabon

Victor H. Pariona
Steve S. Park

Jamal A. Parker
Mario S. Parra
Mark L. Paton

Nicholas P. Paulozzo
Marissa A. Pavlak

David Peacock
Stephen E. Pender
Melissa Perdomo
Amariel S. Perez
Jason A. Phillips

Alexi G. Quimi Mendoza
Christopher L. Rac

Adam Ramirez
Jose R.Rentascendo

Daniel L. Reyes
Efrain E. Reyes
Iliana V. Reyes

Jonathan Reyes
Jhojan Rincon
Jose A. Rivera

Emmitt T. Robinson Jr.
Rafael A. Rodriguez
Shayla Rodriguez

Doris A. Rodriguez-Correa
Philip M. Rowe
Justin N. Roxas

Tyler B. Ruane
Abraham Ruiz

Jason M. Ryerson
Nicholas S. Saccomanno

Jeffrey M. Sage
Thomas H. Saitta

Salas Josias
Steven N. Sanchirico

Anthony Santiago
Jaime Santiago III
Victor Santiago Jr.
Richard J. Schaber

Michael J. Schoenhaar
Daniel D. Schwaner

Chayanne D. Serrano
Malik A. Shabazz II

Bhavinkumar P. Shah
Jeffrey L. Sheppard

Dameon Silas
Ian C. Smith

David E. Solis Camana
Christopher A. Stewart

Jayson L. Stratton
Vincent G. Straub Jr.

Paul Suh
Amanda D. Syring

Girard J. Tell
Niles D. Thompson
Joshua A. Torres

Stephanie G. Troupe
Houdinis Trujillo

Christopher Tzokas
Luis A. Vanegas

Brandon W. Van Wagner
Dayyan T. Velez

Maria S. E. Villa-Nueva
Pernia D. Ward

William T. Warner
Shane E. Weddle
Brian M. Wesley

Steven N. Whaley
Nasheem Q. Whye
Anthony H. Wright
Adriano A. Yanez
Sarah F. Zadoyko

Douglas A. Zirkle Jr.

To Private First Class 
(E-3):

Jennifer Abreu
Gersande Accilien
Ryan A. Albright
Stephen J. Allay

Jose A. Ayala
Walida S. Barr

Jorge E. Beltran
Royce L. Benefiel

Rajaan L. Bey
Thomas C. Bonsall III
Shannon E. Brennan

Jerry A. C. Brown
Timothy L. Campbell-

Cromartie
Lucas B. Campos

Albert Caraballo Jr.

Joseph G. Lombardi Jr.
Alexander Lopez-Arenas

Everett E. Maldonado
Kevin A. McElroy

Peter T. Murphy Jr.
Nicholina J. Pennington

William F. Quigley
Joel Reyes

Jennifer Saldarriaga
Danny Sanchez

Dennis M. Shanahan Jr.
Gregory C. Small

Douglas E. Tackach
Hung Q. Tang

Kandar Q. Taylor
Mark S. Ussery

John A. Vasquez
Robert P. Waterman

Julio M. Zuniga

To Sergeant (E-5):
Frederick C. Abline

Saleem Y. Ali
James E. Bellerose II

David M. Carter
Gerald M. Castillo
Daniel J. Connolly

Christopher E. Crum
Daniel Cruz

Frank A. Diionno
Jonathan U. Florentino

Frank Griseta
Ronald E. Hudrick
David W. Jones Jr.

Ryan M. Kidd
Matthew A. Lane

Therese S. McCans
John G. McKibbin
Devon S. Nelson

Hiran G. Patel
Carlos Pena

Randall R. Ronchetti
Brian J. Roth

Brett W. Russell
Felix A. Serrano

Kealoha W. Serrano
Kenneth J. Soule

Samuel Spencer III
Deirdra A. Starrett
Alvina N. Sundufu
Richard A. Swaim

Michael Torres
Mark S. Truss

Cragg B.  Utman II
Wendy I. Velasquez

To Specialist (E-4):
 Ramon Abreu

Richard J. Adair
David R. Addertonenright

Sergio A. Agudelo
Christian Y. Alfaro

Alexander Alli
Alejandro Alvarado

Manuel Alvarado-Febres
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Erick R. Carrasquilla
Fuquan J. Carson
Michael J. Chiarull

Gary D.Collins
Charles W. Crossman Jr.

Erica L. Cruz
Kenia A. Cruz

Vincent Damiano
George M. Delgado

John F. Derienzo-Parks
Erik J. Doucette

Jessye N. Echevarria
Ryan Z. Enger 

Victoria I. Feliciano
Randall J. Ferrara

Jennifer C. Figueroa
Jose R. Garciapolanco

Salvatore J. Giammanco
Tejay A. Gilliam

Muneer A. Gonsalves
Jacob J. Gowdy
Harvey Green Jr.
Bryan M. Greten
Luis Guillermo Jr.
Moses Guzman

Joseph D. Harang
Donald G. Hellings
Joseph R. Henthorn
Christian W. Hickey

Jorge L. L. Hinojosabarba
Peterson Hyppolite

Michael J. Jobe
Daniel A. Jones
David L. Jones

Joseph R. Kemmler
James J. Kennedy IV

Cullis K. King
Amouzouvi F. Kluvi

Aristotelis Laourdakis
William J. Larson III
Ryan W. Leonard
Victor O. Lewis Jr.
Alberto L. Marrero
Irene M. Marshall
Darlene Martinez
Conor P. Mcgrath
Kim A. McGrath

Lamont McKnight
Christopher R. McWilliams

Christopher J. Mercado
Lindsay J. Milner

Danyell M. Mitchell
Garcia A. Morales
Edson H. Moreno

Bruno A. Navarrete
Fabrice M. Nazaire
Curtis L. O’Brien
Markus L. Pabon
Carlos M. Pagan

Antonino Panuccio
Peter R. Polo

Jahiad D. Postell
Jose M. Quintero

Derek E. Reid
Anthony Rodriguez

Juan D. Rodriguez Jr.
Wilber Roman

Michael A. Rosa
John L. Roscoe

Anaida Ruiz
Monica L. Ryan

Marco A. Sanchezromero
Letisha Y. Santiago

Christopher J. Schiavo
Edward J. Schmelz

Thomas B. Schneider
Vincent T. Sebastiano

David M. Sherman
Katrina M. Simon

Sylvester B. Sloan Jr.
Michael C. Smith
Barry K. Somers

Richard K. Sooy Jr.
Anthony P. Stuber
Brian K. Sullivan

Edward L. Taborek
Shannon M. Tomkins

Giovanni Toro
Bianca L. Torres

Cassandra Torres
Giselle M. Torres

Jose A. Torres
Marxel E. Trenche-Rivera

Cindy Urrea
Jefferson M. Vargas
William M. Whitcraft
Norman A. Williams

Brian Willis Sr.
Coco C. Wilson
Timothy A. Witts
Kyle H. Wydner

To Private (E-2):
Tyree A. Adkins 

James E. Anderson
John P. Bargeman

Benilde S. Barroquero
Carlos M. Barzola
Crista S. Behlin
Santa A. Britt

Travis J. Bushe
Johany Castrillon

Damian D. Colon-Dejesus
Raheem S. Conerson

Rincon P. Coy
Lawrence J. Davidson

Tony Demarco
Henri O. Diaite

Dustin D. Ducksworth
Diego N. Filgueiras

Kenneth Flores
Josipth T. Gaviria Lopez

Matthew E. Graham
Rigo T. Gutierrez

Jason R. Hattersley
Kevin M. Haynes
Robert L. Hendrix

Edward P. Hofferica
Sean P. Howard

Marquise D. Johnson

Neal R. Joseph
Ibrahim Kargbo
Amber L. Kee

Christian T. Keeton
Timothy W. Kerr
Iasha A. Martin

Richard K. Maynard III
Ryan S. Mendia
Jason E. Mueller

Ronny Nunez
Brian E. O’Donnell
Shelton M. Oliver III

Alaura K. Painter
Marc J. Petruska

Astley A. Phillips Jr.
Jeffrey K. Pinkerton Jr.

Brandon R. Pizarro
Ramos Johnathan
Niurka Y. Ramos

Ronald E. Reeves Jr.
Nicole C. Richardson

John E. Ritchie
Coleton D. Rivera
James A. Robb IV
David L. Rodriguez

Peter P. Rohloff
Efrain Rosado III
Jarmaine Salce
David Santana

Theodore F. Shaffer
Marycolleen B. Sobon

Erik L. Sotomayor
Leo Sotomayor Jr.

Kelsey S. Steele Jr.
Peter J. Stencler III

Angeline F. Stephens
David S. Sutton

Jassmine J. Thornton
Toan N. Tran

Marvin A. Urrutiaazucena
Robert J. Vance

Carmella M. Vanderpoel
Samuel Vasquez

Javier Vega
Gabriel K. Washington

Justin M. Webb
Daniel A. Wescoat Jr.

Mark K. Williams
Christopher J. Woods

Thomas D. Yawger
Julieth A. Zuletalozano

New Jersey Air 
National Guard

To Chief Master Sergeant 
(E-9):

Eugene W. Graziano Jr.
Kate S. Urie

To Senior Master Sergeant 
(E-8):

Anthony Christmas
Maria C. Hamlin

Tori M. Hill

Stephen D. Jones
Daniel T. Mitchell Jr.
Michael J. Sylvester

Ronald T. Tuminelli Jr.

To Master Sergeant (E-7):
Keith M. Bertram
James J. Colavita

Julio E. Davila
Stephen L. Diambrosio

Alphonso J. Hughes
Erica A. Nelson

Elizabeth G. Nixon
Michael A. Ripp

Francis A. Spence
Christopher R. Taggart

David E. Terrill
Denise M. Torres
Christina Vidro

To Technical Sergeant 
(E-6):

Miguel G. Badillo
Stanley J. Carroll

Joseph S. Coladarci III
Purvis R. Coley Jr.
Robert W. Douglas
Bryan S. Fernandez

Liam M. Frank
Samantha L. Gerofsky

Martin F. Haniffy Jr.
John W. Harris

Kenneth R. Knowles
Tracy L. Lube

Emil C. Martinelli III
Brian G. McDevitt

Olivia M. McMahon
Felicia C. Ramadhin

Jose A. Reyes
Luminada Santiago

Michael F. Sears
Kirk E. Sherry

Gregory M. White
Wayne R. White II
John D. Whittaker

Dorothea C. Wynter

To Staff Sergeant
(E-5):

John E. Allen
Stephen T. Atkinson

Eligio Batiz
Daniel P. Bevins

Chantel T. Bullock
Russell J. Carney
Lauren W. Carter
James V. Cervone
Alexander Cherena
Kristopher M. Chiola

Jessica A. Craig
Pedro E. Cuadra III

Tara M. Cullen
Thomas W. Curtis
Lennard D. Gilbert
Frank R. Incognito

Nicholas L. Joseph
Craig A. King

Matthew S. King
Stephen W. Klotz Jr.
Daniel P. Lahart Jr.
Heather L. Lucyk

Thomas W. Mabey II
Michael A. Mattola
Miracle G. Mays

Corey E. McPherson
Mary L. Milligan

Marcos A. Murillo
Sean M. Nitahara

Michael J. Pando Jr.
Gary S. Parks
Janice Rivera
Eric V. Scott

Scott M. Sendrick
Jose M. Villegas-Ortiz

Heyward D. Wiggins IV
Brandon C. Wood

Joseph J. Zavislak III

To Senior Airman (E-4):
David I. Brown

Anthony D. Emerson
Thomas M. Foulds
David J. Heitman

Christopher L. Krampitz
Jennifer L. Robledo
Jennifer S. Santos

Nathan R. Schaefer
Latoya M. Taylor

Michael P. Walsh Jr.

To Airman First Class 
(E-3):

Rita Abate-Marco
Micheal J. Ayers

Richard J. Bellwoar Jr.
Jeffrey M. Campbell

Nicholas E. Carpenito
Jace Cartagena

Lauran B. Cavanaugh
Kelly B. Chen

Anthony Cornejo
Willie Cruzmoya

Jonathan J. Dambrosio Jr.
Kyle E. Dean

Patrick B. Degrazia
Jason T. Dever
Carl I. Dickey

William T. Dougherty
Testertroy D. Emerson

Brittany A. Eure
Christopher J. Fifth
Jayson D. Flores
Ryan W. Fogarty
John F. Franze

Amanda C. Garrison
Eiler A. Gomez
Caitlin R. Green
Jacob M. Harris

Nathaniel V. Jackson
Roman Justino Jr.

Wesley M. Kliwinski
Noel F. Krail

Jennifer L. Lauer
Andrew D. Lee

Richard E. Longo III
Emmanuel A. Lopera

David J. Melchiore
Kenneth A. Merlock Jr.

Rosemary A. Miller
Jeffrey D. Montemurro

Manuel Montoya Jr.
Saul E. Nieves
Klare B. Oliver

Kyle D. Paparteys
Felix A. Perez

Richard J. Ples
Matthew J. Poupard

Catalina Prieto
Leeihnae Reese
Krystal M. Rivera

Natalia Rojas
Carla G. Shefton

Katrina M. Shukaitis
Mia S. Snyder

Robert L. Snyder
David L. Stocchi

Dominoe K. Strong
Nicole E. Thornton
June S. Velazquez

Kirstin L. Tucker
Frank A. Vera

Lindsay T. Villano
Marc R. Walenciak

Lewis C. Weber
Ryan L. Woods

Christopher A. Young

To Airman (E-2):
Anthony J. Foster

Dominick J. Santo-Pietro Jr.

New Airman:
Andrew M. Cuomo

Alisha K. Elliot
Randy R. Gutch
Alison M. Jones
William E. Lopez

Davaughn A. Palmer
Shannon M. Peterson
Kristina M. Reinhard

Douglas M. Sim

Congratulations To All!

Compiled by
Master Sgt.

Daniel J. Caldarale
(Army Guard
promotions)

and Master Sgt.
Paul B. Thompson Jr.

(Air Guard
promotions)
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Capt.  Sean  M.  Roughneen  (fl),  Company  A,  2-104th 

Generafl Support Avfiatfion Battaflfion, returned on Feb. 2 

from a year-flong depfloyment fin Southwest Asfia, says 

good-bye to hfis twfin brother, Capt. Joseph E. Rough-

neen  (r),  1-150th Assauflt  Heflficopter  Battaflfion,  as  hfis 

unfit  fleaves  New  Jersey  for  pre-mobfiflfizatfion  trafinfing 

before  depfloyfing  to  Iraq.    Photo  by  Tech.  Sgt.  Mark 

Oflsen, 177FW/PA.
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