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EDUCATION AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
LAW CENTER Bimae e

Testimony to the NJ State Board of Education
February 10, 2016
Proposed Standards and Assessment Regulatlons/Amendments
Stan Karp, Director of Secondary Reform

For Education Law Center and the American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey

Today | offer testify for the Education Law Center and the American Civil Liberties Union of
New Jersey about the proposed amendments to NJ’s Standards and Assessment
regulations, N.J.A.C. 6A:8, including changes in high school graduation requirements. We
have a number of concerns which we raise today and will address in more detail as the

regulatory review process proceeds.

Our foremost concern is that the proposals do not address or rectify the ongoing violation of
the rights of seniors in the class of 2016 that threatens the graduation prospects of thousands

of students this June.

Last year, the Department of Education (“Department”) stopped administering the HSPA and
AHSA to high school juniors, even though the existing assessment regulations, to this day,
require that “students demonstrate proficiency in all sections of the HSPA or AHSA process”
to a receive a NJ “state-endorsed diploma.” N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(a)6. Instead DOE mandated

administration of six new PARCC high school exams.

While existing regulations authorize the Commissioner of Education to designate the state
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assessments to be used to measure “progress toward meeting the Core Curriculum Content
Standards,” they do not authorize changing the graduation requirements set by statute or
amending the existing regulations without the opportunity for public review and comment

required by the Administrative Procedure Act.

Yet this is precisely what the Department has done. The belated initiation of a process

to amend the existing regulations has put proposals before the Board which cannot be finally
adopted for months at the earliest. These new rules cannot fairly be imposed retroactively on
current seniors who are entitled to graduate under the rules that have been in place
throughout their high school careers and that remain in effect today. We have similar
concerns about the impact of the proposed amendments on other students currently in high
school. If such regulations could be ignored or changed by Department memos, we would not

be here today discussing proposals to revise them for future classes.
Over the past year, NIDOE has:

* Changed the standard for high school graduation by substituting PARCC tests with
passing rates of 30-40% for the HSPA which had passing rates of 80-90%. This is a
dramatic change in the proficiency level that has been the NJ high school graduation
standard since 2002. This abrupt shift has left tens of thousands of seniors “now
scrambling to find ways to prove their readiness for graduation so they can receive

their diplomas in June.” The Record, 2/4/16.

« Eliminated the Alternative High School Assessment (AHSA) used annually by
approximately 10,000 students to satisfy state standards, including a large percentage

of the state’s English Language Learner graduates.
* Replaced the AHSA, with a series of commercially-produced, “English-only” exams,

including the SAT, the ACT and the ASVAB military test, some of which require fees

and none of which are authorized by the current assessment regulations as graduation
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exams.

> * Adopted a complicated system of graduation tests that has provided fewer

opportunities to pass for current seniors than for students in lower grades.

» Eliminated opportunities, required by the NJ High School Graduation statute, for
students who did not pass the state graduation exams as juniors to retake the tests in

their senior year.

* Revised the Department’s graduation appeals process—which also has never been
authorized by the assessment regulations—and made that process more difficult and

burdensome for schools and students.

As a result of the Department’s actions, none of the "opﬁons“ identified in the Commissioner’s
memos over the past year as ways for students in the class of 2016 to satisfy the new
graduation requirements appear in the State assessment regulations, while the only

assessments that do appear in the regulations, HSPA and AHSA, have been discontinued.

This is a serious violation of the rights of the class of 2016 and potential grounds for legal
claims by seniors denied a diploma on the basis of improperly imposed new graduation

requirements.

In addition to being unfair and illegal, the Department’s graduation proposals are

educationally inappropriate for several reasons.

The new standard for graduation has not been subject to adequate public or legislative
review. The Department has never explained the basis for the various (and shifting) cut
scores on more than a dozen different exams, or what the common standard is between a
score of 750 on the PARCC ELA10 exam and a 31 on the ASVAB miilitary placement test—

both of which qualify as diploma standards under the Department’s scheme.
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The Department is using tests, like the SATs and ASVAB, that are not aligned with state
curriculum standards to measure student mastery of those same standards, a purpose for

which they have not been designed or validated.

The new rules are leading to an increase in testing at the very time the Department says it is
committed to eliminating overlapping layers of assessment. As we speak, thousands of
seniors who did not pass PARCC are facing repeated administrations of Accuplacer or
ASVAB or rushing to re-take PSATs or SATs before those tests are revised and made more

difficult, all in an effort to jump through the Department’s new graduation hoops.

District educators, especially guidance counselors, are devoting resources and staff time to
extra rounds of testing and demanding graduation appeals when they should be helping

seniors plan for college and post-secondary opportunities.

Parents and students are facing stress, anxiety and uncertainty, particularly in high needs
districts where previous pathways to graduation have been closed or made more difficult. In
fact, while the use of PARCC scores has been curtailed for school accountability and
educator evaluation purposes, current high school seniors will be the first to face high stakes

consequences for these new, unproven tests.

NJ has had four graduation tests since the High School Graduation statute was passed in
1979. None has ever been used as a graduation standard after a single administration of a
new test, let alone one as controversial as the PARCC exams. This year, NJ is the only state
in the nation using PARCC as a high school exit exam. By contrast, Massachusetts, a
PARCC state to which New Jersey is often compared, continued to give its existing state

graduation test because it was clear the PARCC tests were not ready for such use.

Beyond the immediate impact on the class of 2016, we have a number of other concerns

about the proposed amendments, which, as noted above, we will address in more detail in
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subsequent comments. These include:

The proposal, beginning with the class of 2021, to designate passage of the ELA10
and Alg | tests as diplomé requirements. The High School Graduation statute explicitly

requires an 11"

grade test measuring state proficiencies in ELA and math.

The statute also requires that seniors who “previously failed to demonstrate mastery of
State graduation proficiency standards” be given retesting opportunities in 12" grade.
While the proposed amendments mention “multiple opportunities to take the
assessments” it is not clear how these opportunities would be provided for end-of-
course PARCC exams tied to specific courses that students may no longer be enrolled

in during senior year.

Beginning with the class of 2021, the proposed amendments would make the PARCC
exams and the Department’s appeals process the only assessments that could be
used to satisfy graduation requirements. Yet the appeals process is not included as
one of the “major components” of the state assessment system and the criteria for

evaluating appeals is not defined.

These issues should be addressed before the proposal is adopted.

Last week, the Department issued a press release trumpeting the fourth straight year of

increases in NJ’s high school graduatioﬁ rates. Yet the Department’s current plans threaten a

sharp reversal of this progress with the greatest impact on our most vulnerable students.

It is not too late to change course. The Governor’s own Task Force on College and Career

Readiness proposed an alternative in its 2012 report when it anticipated the need for a multi-

year transition period to phase in a new state assessment system. That report recommended

a phased transition to new assessments during which “the state Department of Education will

not establish a minimum passing score as a graduation requirement. Instead, graduation will
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be dependent on satisfactory completion of the required courses, as established by local
boards of education, with accountability coming from a more robust transcript....” (Final
Report, p. 47)

The Board should return to this recommendation, roll back the testing requirements for the
class of 2016, replace the Department’s proposal with one that safeguards the rights of
current high school students, provide for a more educationally appropriate transition to a new
assessment system, and avoid a disruptive graduation crisis this spring for students, their

families and secondary schools across the state.

Stan Karp

Director, Secondary Reform Project
Education Law Center

60 Park Place, Suite 300

Newark, NJ 07102

973-624-1815, x28

973-624-7339 (fax)
skarp@edlawcenter.org

Edward Barocas, Esq

Legal Director

American Civil Liberties Union Of New Jersey
Post Office Box 32159

Newark, New Jersey 07102

(973) 642-2084; fax (973) 642-6523
ebarocas@aclu-nj.org
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State of Nefu Jersey

Curis CHRISTIE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Governor PO Box 300
Kiv GUADAGNO TreNTON, NJ 08625-0500 Davip C. Hespe
Lt. Governor Commissioner

October 6, 2015

TO: Chief School Administrators
Charter School and Renaissance School Project Lead Persons

FROM: Kimberley Harrington, Chief Academic Officer
Office of Teaching and Learning

SUBJECT: Appeals Process for Students That Have Not Met Their Assessment Graduation Requirement

This memo describes the 2016 portfolio appeals process for students who have not met their assessment
graduation requirement. Please review this memo and share with all applicable district staff.

Districts that have students who are on track to meet all their graduation requirements except their assessment
requirement by the Spring of 2016, can file a portfolio appeal that consists of: an Education Proficiency Plan
(EPP) that includes student transcripts; performance on Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and
Careers (PARCC) and/or substitute competency assessments; and interventions provided to the student to ensure
he/she met the graduation requirement. The appeal must also include constructed response tasks (CRTs) in the
subject areas in which the student is deficient: mathematics and/or English langnage arts (ELA). The CRTs need
to ensure the student can demonstrate core mathematical and English language arts competencies that are
equivalent to the expectations of the substitute competency assessments. Below are the requirements for the CRTs
in mathematics and English language arts:

Mathematics

In order to earn a New Jersey high school diploma, a student must demonstrate proficiency in mathematics. A
student may do this by demonstrating alternative classroom work evidencing the mathematical practices aligned
to the content categories as described below. Each of the categories encompasses knowledge and skills articulated
in New Jersey’s Core Curriculum Content Standards.

A student appeal must include one (1) graded, open-ended response student work sample for four out of the five
mathematical content categories. Each work sample must use one of the two mathematical practice categories
described below to evidence the mathematical practices. Therefore, each student portfolio must contain four
CRTs: one CRT aligned to four out of five content areas. Each CRT needs to have at least three (3) points and a
student needs to get two (2) out of three (3) to be considered “proficient.” At least two (2) points of the CRT has
to be based on reasoning or modeling and the other point on computation. A CRT that is scored based purely on
computation will not be accepted. Students cannot be considered “proficient” based on computation alone. In
order to get a two or higher, students need to demonstrate their ability to reason and model mathematically.
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Evidence the Mathematical Practices

I.  Expressing Mathematical Reasoning: Express appropriate mathematical reasoning by constructing
viable arguments, critiquing the reasoning of others, and/or attending to precision when making
mathematical statements.

e Base explanations and reasoning on knowledge and skills articulated in the Number and Quantity,
Algebra, Functions, Geometry, and Statistics & Probability content areas.

II.  Modeling: Apply knowledge and skills to solve real-world problems, engaging particularly in the
Modeling practice and, where appropriate, making sense and persevering to solve them, reasoning
abstractly and quantitatively, using appropriate tools strategically, and making use of structure.

e Solve multi-step contextual problems requiring application of knowledge and skills articulated in
the Number and Quantity, Algebra, Functions, Geometry, and Statistics & Probability content
areas.

For further guidance, please review the Informational Guide for Mathematics Portfolio Appeals Process
document which is attached.

English Language Arts

In order to earn a New Jersey high school diploma, a student must demonstrate proficiency in English language
arts. A student may do this by demonstrating alternative classroom work aligned to the content categories as
described below:

e Two grade-level passages (one literature and one informational) and associated items that demonstrate a
student’s comprehension (i.e., multiple choice items and short constructed responses to open-ended
guestions)

e Writing that includes at least two of the three types required by New Jersey Standards
(informational/explanatory, argument, narrative)

e Writing should be scored using the PARCC rubric, available at
http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/test-design/ela-literacy/test-specifications-documents

Districts should use PARCC practice and released items as examples of the kinds of questions that must be
included, but may not use the actual items for their appeals. Questions should require students to demonstrate
their understanding by identifying evidence from the texts passages.

For further guidance, please review the Informational Guide for English Language Arts Portfolio Appeals Process
document which is attached.

New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) Portfolio Appeal

Unlike prior years, the portfolio submission process will occur on a rolling basis beginning Monday, January 11,
2016, and the department will continue to accept appeals post-marked Friday, May 13, 2016. In order to prevent
students who may have passed the appeals process to miss their graduation ceremonies, all appeals must be post-
marked by May 13, 2016. Appeals post-marked after May 13, 2016, will be reviewed and scored, but we cannot
ensure the results will be returned to the district or student before their graduation ceremony.

In the next couple of months, districts should take time to review the portfolio appeal process and begin creating
CRTs and completing the EPP. We will post an electronic version of the EPP and the Mathematics Portfolio
Appeals Expectations document on our website and it is also included as an attachment with this memo.
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For districts/schools with a large number of appeals (100 or more), the NJDOE would like to conduct on-site
evaluations at different times throughout the appeals window and work with the district/school to ensure the
portfolios include all the information necessary in order for it to be reviewed.

If your school district would prefer an onsite evaluation of your NJDOE Portfolio Appeals, please email that
preference with your best estimate regarding quantity to Dr. Faye Ball at faye.ball@doe.state.nj.us.

For district/schools that have smaller volumes of portfolio appeals, you may begin sending them on Monday,
January 11, 2016, to the Office of Assessments. Please be sure to send them and label them as: NJDOE Portfolio
Appeals to Dr. Faye Ball, portfolio appeals coordinator, Office of Assessments, New Jersey Department of
Education, P.O. Box 500, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0500. Districts may also hand-deliver their NJDOE
Portfolio Appeals to New Jersey Department of Education, Building 100, Riverview Plaza, Route 29, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625. Districts will be notified of their NJDOE Portfolio Appeals decisions by email on a rolling
basis. - '

If you have questions regarding the English language arts CRTs or portfolio process, please contact Mrs. Mary
Jane Kurabinski, deputy chief academic officer, Office of Teaching and Learning, at 609-633-1726 or mary
jane kurabinski@doe.state.nj.us.

If you have any questions regarding the mathematics CRTs or portfolio process, please contact Mr. Timothy
Giordano, mathematics coordinator, Office of Assessments, at 609-633-8015 or
timothy.giordano@doe.state.nj.us.

To ensure your district’s NJDOE Portfolio Appeals decisions are emailed in a timely manner, each student’s
Portfolio Appeal must include the:

!

1. completed Cover Sheet
2. Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) (N.J.A.C. 6A:8-4(c-d))
3. Specified quantity and quality of student graded work samples for each content area.

If you have any questions regarding the NJDOE Portfolio Appeal process, please contact Dr. Faye Ball,
portfolio appeals coordinator, at 609-984-1970 or faye.ball@doe.state.nj.us.

Thank you.
KH/JBH/memo:appealsprocess
Attachments
c: Members, State Board of Education Executive Director for Regional Achievement Centers
Commissioner David C. Hespe Executive County Business Officials
Senior Staff County Test Coordinators
Diane Shoener District Test Coordinators
Jeffrey B. Hauger Bilingual/ESL Coordinators
Mary Jane Kurabinski High School Principals and Supervisors
Harry Lee Directors of Approved Private Schools for the Disabled
Peggy McDonald Directors of College-Operated Programs
Lori Ramella Directors of a State Facility
Faye Ball NJ LEE Group
Timothy Giordano Garden State Coalition of Schools

Executive County Superintendents
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CHRIS CHRISTIE. Bt : DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Governor ’ T PO BoOx 500
Kiv GUADAGNO TreNtoN, NI 08625-0500 Davin C, Hespr:
LLL Governor ) Commissioner

March 14, 2016

Ms. R(,hu,ca Sdpp, Chicl of hldf r
- Joint Committee on Public Schools
135 West Hanover Street
gt ‘Tlunon Nuw Jusuy ()862‘3

;EDL.u Ms Sapp:.

On M.u ch4, 2016, 1 |u,u vul an invitation from the Joint Committec on Public Schools

(JCl’S) requesting me to festify on March 15, 2016, and provide information on graduation

requirements. - Unfortunately, [ am unable 1o attend as the Department is preparing for the upcoming

~ administration of the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) and

v the FY 17 budget hearings.  However, I am pleased to provide you with information regarding the
i "mduanon requirements and the varicty of ways high school students may use to satisly thun

i - Background and History of Graduation Requirements

N(,w lusuy has hu.n u)mmllu,d lo slanddrds-basud asst.ssmcnls for: ow,r for y yuus [n

;':k,gzd hasts for lh(, use ol ] lcsl as U 5.,rdduauon rcqum,mc,nl Over lhb y(,ars thc Dcparlm(,m has had a
variety of statewide assessments o measure -basic communication ‘and- computation skills for New

- Jersey’s swdents. With the enactment of the No Child Lefr Behind Act of 2001, New Jersey’s statewide
i .assLssant sysu,m und(.rwun 'l’urlhc,r changcs. This deual lc;,isldtion uquircd lhat czu.h state

rwnmux sldu, mnl(,nt sldnddrds md th.xl wnu]d aASSCSS sludunl achmvumonl in I.m;:uauc 1rls lncrdt,y'
mathematics, and scicnce. In June 2010, the New Jersey State Board of Education adopted college- and
career-ready standards in mathematics and English language arts/literacy.  That same year, New Jerscy
joined the PARCC consortium.  The first administration of PARCC commenced in spring 2015,

: Current graduation requirements only obligate that students meel passing scores for
- Einglish language arts, and mathematics. With_the_transition 10 PARCC the Department has explained -
 that students can meet graduation requir ; ways, including (1 achieving -
~ passing scores on certain PARCC assessments: (2) achieving certain scores on altérnative assessments.
such as the SAT. ACT. or Accuplacer: or (3) the submission of a satisfactory student portfolio through
the Dcndrtm(,nt s portfolio appeals process. It is important to note that there has always been a system
for sludcnls to demonstrate and meet graduation requirements -through an alternative assessment or

p.lthdy to graduation throughout New Jersey’s forly ycar history with a statewide assessment program.

34X



Ms. Rebeceea Sapp
Page 2
Maich 14, 2016

"5*hdvc the alternative means to attain minimum graduation standards. Indeed, the Tatest transition (o 4 new
assessment took place in 2010 with the transition from the Special Review Assessment (SRA) 1o (he
Alternative: High School Assessment (AHSA).  During that assessment transition, the Department
pracessed thousands of appeals from districts ina three week window. Department staff worked closcly
with districts to cffectuate this transition and mobilized o expedite this process. Accordingly, lhb v
. I)cpdrlmcm is umqudy quahﬁcd and prumn(_cd in clfectuating a hCilmlLSS fransition now. P

o ,l'l” Graduatlon through PARCC or an Alternative Assessment

/\s st forth above, during this transition time, students graduating as members of the

- classes of 2016 through 2019 will be able (o satisly the requircment to demonstrate proficiency in
English language arts and mathematics through a means other than an end-of-course PARCC -
. assessmen, including achicving a passing score on an alternative assessment, Students gadu.umw 1 the::

ln dddlll()ll, as th Dc,pmlmml has lmnm(mncd aver tnm, (o d:l[uc.m asscssmcms 8O

 Class of 2020 will be permitied Lo demonstrate: graduation proficiency through the same alternative

~means as those in the classes of 2016 through 2019, provided that students in lhu class of 2020 take all

~ cnd-of-course PARCC asscssments for wlm,h they are cligible as of the cffective date of the proposcd
amendments.  The following chart details the varu_ly of ways students can satisfy their graduation

,l(.qum.muu

co _ English/Language Arts (ELA) I ’ Mathematics .
Shia b Passing | l’AR(‘( 29 _l_'_LA wha seore of 750/Level 4 or ' l’assmg, PARCC Algebra T w/ a score nf TS50/ evéidor |
S0 abovegr < above or :
“.mm‘g PARC (, I(H l /\ w/ ascore nf 75()/Lx.vci 4 “Passing Geometry W/ a: score of 725/chcl 3 o above
ar .IbuVL or : or
-Passing PARCC HEELA wlascore of 725/Levil 3 Passing Algebra 1 w/ a score of 725/1.evel 3 or above
or above or ‘ or
SA’I' Reading Score with:score 400 or ahove or : “SAT Math Scote with score 400 ar ahove or
‘ ACT Ru.ndmb or ACT PLLAN Reading wnh ascore ACT or ACT PLAN Malh bw,ilh ascore of 16 of above - |
of 16 or above or or
: ibAccnplaccr Wiite Placer with a score of f or above Accliplacer lilcmcntarj' Algebra with.a:scare of Tor
ar : v ’ : above or
5 PSATIO Rt.ddxm> or PSAT/NM SQI Reading score | PSATIO:Mail or PSAT/NMSQT Math scorc a 40 or
ad0orabove R : ahuvc
: or: : Car
< PSATIO Rmdmg. ar PSAI/NMSQ] Reading score PSATIO Math or l’SAl/NM‘:QF Malh score ol 122 ar |
ofa22 or .|buvc or ahuve or
A__Cl Aspm. Reading score of 422 or above or ACT Aspire Math score. of 422 or above or
ASVAB-AFQT Composite score of 31 or above gr ASVAB-AFQT Composite score of 31:0rabove or
- Meet the Cﬁicriaof'lhc NJDOE Portfolio Appeal ot Meet the Crncrm of the NJDOE Portfolio Appeal

B ,‘ch hA’l‘!akcn pnnrln M'm.h 2()16 PSAT taken pnnrm Cctaber ’()l‘i PSAT taken after Octoher 2015, The College Board
e wﬂl mlnhhsh new *threshold scores” in May 2016 for the new SAT.

www, m.govleducatmn
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~Ms. Rebeeea Sapp
o Page 3 RIS
~ March 14,2016
(e Students graduating in 2021 and thercalics who have not demonstrated proficicncy on
English language arts and mathematics though the end-of-course PARCC assessment by their senior
year may demonstrale graduation proficiency by meeting the criteria of the portiolio appeals process.

Gradﬁﬁ_tioh: fT‘hr.(_)vuk 'hﬂthe Portfolio A '

1eals Process

oo e To assist school - districts and- students in making a smooth (ransition to the new
assessment system:-and graduation requirements, the eriteria used in the Department’s portfolio appeals
~process for the class of 2016 and thereafter will be similar Lo the criteria used [or the appeals process
- used when AHSA was administered, The Department informed districts in the fall of 2015 and in
- January 2016 of the cut scores and the process for portfolio appeals process (attached as xhibits). Al
of this information is ulso available on our website and casily accessible at the following link:
* hupiwww state nj.us/education/assessmeny/districy. '

B Dr. Jeffrey Hauger, Acting Chicl Performance Officer and Ms. Kimberley Harrington,
- Chiel Academic Officer and their staff continue to work with school districts (o quickly resolve any-

- inquires or concerns from district personnet. Systems have beca put in place to casure that information
. and support are available from the Department. - Operationally, the Department expanded the window
- thut districts can submit the portfolio appeals. This year the appeals process has a four month window in

- order 1o handle the volume and to work with districts to ensure the appeal includes the nccessary
_information. In the past. the appeals window has been two (o three weeks in the spring. This yeur, the
- window opened on January 11, 2016, and will close on May 13, 2016.

. . Additionally, the Office of Assessments has proactively identified districts that may have
- large volumes of appeals and is working with those districts dircetly to review their Constructed
“Response Tasks (CRTs) before they are administered 0 Students. The Department has.cxtended the
offer to review CRTS to-every district in the state and has created “state approved” CRTS that districts
may utilize. As you can see, the Department is actively taking steps to provide a high level of support 1o
districts that should provide students with ample opportunitics to meet the graduation requirements,

. Finally, the deadline of May 13, 2016, is designed (o ensure that the Department is able.
- lo relurn-a response (o districts regarding their students before the graduation ceremony. If necessary,
- the Department will continue to review and process appedls afier the May 13, 2016 deadline. While we
~ are taking all appropriate measures Lo ensure a quick turnaround, it i important to nolc that since the
~ Department is relying on the submissions of studeat work from the school district, there may he
sitwations in which additional information may be nceded that may prevent a final determination prior to

a student’s graduation ceremony. '

V. Condusion

e 1 hope this information is useful in understanding the variety of means through which
high-school students may satisfy the graduation requircments. 1 encourage the members of the Joint
Committee to please contact me with any specific concerns 8o that the Department can address them

www.ajgovieducation
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Ms. Rebeceea Sapp
Page 4 : a
Murch 14, 20!6 ' : R

. mnsllucllvcly Thc, I)Lpdttmcnl remaing commilted to Lﬂ'sllllll“ that d" studunls ‘who meet llu,
g .tdualmn ruquuum,ms lmvn, a positive graduation experience. :

David C Hu.p(,
Commissioner

DCH/CL/g
Enclosures

L www.nj.govieducation’
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State of Netw Jersey

Crris CHRISTIE B DESREAEN T OF EDUCATION

Hissee

Cfieveinors o s D i PO B 300
k‘\l (.( Al \('r\” v : » : L : CUTREN 0NN (H(f‘ﬁ (1500 ' l‘)_‘“,-"" ¢
Li Gievemor ' Commizvoner
“© ‘March 8, 2016
TO: . Chicf School Administrators

Charter and Renaissance School Project Lead Persons

FROM: - John Worthmgton, Actmg leector

‘ SUBJECT Do vStatew1de As;se:ssment: f}.ﬂid Graduation Requirements ﬁ')fr'.Students, with Disabilities

: :'f;The purpose of this memo is to provide additional guidance and clarification about lnd1v1duallzed Education
~Program (IEP) “decision making related to graduation requirements, statewide assessment and students with

: dlsabllmes

5   ! IEP Declsions' Partnclpatmn in Statewide Assessment

. -achievement of the New Jersey Core Standards is measured for all'students, The vast majority of students with E

'4 IO(a), reqmre that all students pamclpate in the statewide assessment system. The purpose is to ensure that

IFPs will take the Partnership for Assessment of Readmess for College and Careers (PARCC) assessments

all studcnts can access: dunng assessments. For more information on. accommodatlons and accessﬁnhty features,

o please refer to the PARCC Accessibility Features and Accommodations: Manual at

hittp: e/DdTCC pearson.com/manuals-training/.

The PARCC collcgc-rcady slandards have been cva]uatcd in comparison:to othcr assessments by the American

Institutes for Rescarch (AIR) and found to be at a level comparable to Smarter Balanced standards and also at a

- level comparable to NAEP basic standards in English langiiage arts (EL.A) and NAEP proficient standards in

,i;malhematlcs ‘The PARCC college- rcady staridards werc also found by AIR to be comparable in difficulty to the
. “ACT Aspire college-ready standards for grade-four ELA, and well above ACT Aspire standards for grade-four

-~ mathematics and gradc-clght ELA and mathematics.” For more information visit: National Benchmarks for
: Slate A¢ hlevement Standards Study .

Students with the most signiﬁcant intcllectual disabilitics who meet specific eligibility criteria will take the
Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) asscssment instcad of the PARRC asscssments. The IEP team determincs
whcthcr a studcnt wnll mkc the PARCC or thc DLM Por more mformatmn vusn

wivivnj.gov/education
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B Page 2

EIEP Declsmns Graduntmn Reqmrcments

_ Be;,mmng at age 14 in accordance with N.J. A.C. 6A:14-3, 7(e)9 the IEP must include a statement of the state .md
 local graduation requirements that a student is expected to meet to receive a diploma. One requirement is NJ.A.C.
-'6‘A"8-5 l(c), whnch along wnh N J. A C 6A:14-3.7(¢)9, permits dlsmcts to specify altcmute grnduanon

i However, thc IEP team may determine a student is not. reqmred to meet the high: school asscssment proﬁcxcncy
- requirements in order to graduate with a regular diploma. When the [EP team determines a student will be
= exempted from or will meet a modified graduation requirement, including an exemption from passing the

~ Sstatewide assessment, the IEP must include a rationale for the exemption or modification and the alternate
~ proficiency to be achieved by the student.

. llzl‘;_StateW‘ide Assessment and Graduation Requirements

Does the IEP contain

Assessmenttobe an alternate
e administered, as - graduation 4 .
- |- determined by the lEP retfmrement for Required Actions for Graduation,
i s ’ team. el statewide assessment '
L prof' ciemcy? |
|'= The student & 15 rcquxred to takc and pass the PARCC
S : ' assessments; and
PARCC No o Ifthe student did not pass the PARCC, he/she must | .

pass one of the alternate compctenclcs for graduation
or the student must participate in the portfollo
appeals process.

. PARCC _ Yes . ’Fhe student has met this graduatmn requuemcnt

Should you havc any questions, please contact Kimberly Murray, Manager in the Office of Special Education
o Programs at 609—292—7605

‘.E:Commlssmncr DaVId C. Hcspc

.. Senior Staff
D:anc,Shocncr
‘Peggy McDonald
Kimberly Murray

Executive: County Superintendents _
Executive Directors for Regional Achievement Centers

SIS R Lxecutlve County Business Officials
" County Supervisors of Child Study"

: Garden State Coalition of Schools



‘ NJ 'LEE Group
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Stute of Netw Jersey

Cuwas Crias D eNINENT OF EDUCATION

L Geveraor o 16 Bos 300
‘ ‘Kie\‘l“(ilﬁ“\l')x\(i:\::(, : TEENTON, N nsa:ﬁmﬁpt; » Dawin C, Tlespr
Lt Canvernar - ) Conpiieiner
January 12, 2016
TO: Chief School Administrators

FROM - Jeffrey B. H‘dugcr, Ed.b.’, Director

. Office of Assessments
Division of Data, Research; Evaluation and Reporting

-S_UBJECTt Update of English Language Arts/Literacy Informational Guide for the Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) Portfolio Appeals Process

_ The Department of Education has posted an updated Informational Guide for the English

| :,I:f.a'ﬂg’uage_f"Art‘s/Lit'e'raCy__ PARCC portfolio appeals process on the department’s website at:

http://www state.nj.us/education/assessment/district/, The Informational Guide includes a description of

the evidence statement tables, PARCC writing rubrics, passing score requirements, passage guidelines,
and links for practice tests and the newly released items. Districts should use PARCC practice and
released items as examples of the kinds of questions that must be included, but may not use the actual -

- items for their appeals,

A Qamp‘lé Céhétructcd'vl{csponsé Task (CRT)-:”fdr Grade 11 is attached to the updated

- Informational Guide for the English Language Arts/Literacy PARCC portfolio appeals process. The _

- CRT includes an informational text, rcading comprehension items, and a writing task. Items on the
- sample CRT highlight the use of text dependent questions and are aligned to the evidence statements for

reading and writing. The evidence statements describe the knowledge and skills that an assessment itern

or a task clicits from students. These are aligned directly to the Common Core State Standards and are

{553-  attached to'the reading, writing and vocabulary claims presented by PARCC.

: The inj:da_t_cd ':Infdrmational Guide for the English Language Arts/Literacy PARCC portfolio
appeals process also includes a cover sheet. The cover sheet asks educators to record passage

: information, cvidence statcments, and score information for each student. A reading and writing cover - 3

sheet must be submitted for each student for an English Language Arts/Literacy portfolio appeal.

- . www.nj.gov/education _ '
New Jersey Is Aw Equal Opportunity Emplayer » Printed on Recyvled and Recyclable Paper
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: The updnted mformatlonal guide will help educators as they develop CRTs in the subject area of
: 'Engllsh Language Arts/Literacy. If you have any additional questions regarding these updated

- documents, please contact Cristin Geoghegan English Language Arts/Literacy Specialist, at 609-633-
7 6917 or cristin.geoghegan doe state: n' us in the Office of Assessments.

| ,Thaﬁk you

JBH/2016PARCCEngiishLanguageAris/LitcraeyPortfolioAppealsProcess
Attachments
¢ . Members, State Board of Education
. Commissioner David C. Hespe
- ‘Senior Staff -
Hamry Lee
“Peggy McDonald
Lori Ramella
Cristin Geoghegan
- Executive County Supenntendents
-+ Executive Directors for Regional Achlevement Centers
" Executive County Business Official
County Test Coordinators
District Test Coordinators
Bilingual /ESL Coordinators
- Directors of Approved Private Schools for the Disabled
Directors of Special Education Services '
o -f-.-DirectOr's of 'C'o'llege-—Operated Programs
; NJ LEE Group ’ »
Garden State Coalition of Schools

. www.nj.govleducation
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| PSATI0O Reading or

CHRIS CHRISTIE
L ernor

CKIMNEGUEADAGND
CURE teneriior

"*SUBJECT .

State of Netw Jeesey
Dreagesiexeor Encesron
10 Bos 500

FrES HON, NI ORGI50500 D C. HEspe
COnpissioney

January 7, 2016

* Chief School Administrators

Charter: School and Renaissance School Project Lead Persons

Jeffrey B. Hauger, Ed.D., Acting Chief Performance Officer

~ Division of Data, Research, Evaluation and Reporting

"UPDATEbD‘;Graduution Require’meﬁt:s»for the Classes of 2016, 2017 2018 and 2019

e ._The pmpose of this' Memo is to provude dlstncts with: updated threshold scores that students will need to-achieve

: The redes:gned PSAT/NMSQT was first adm:mstered to students in October 2015, ~As ‘such, the previously o
- issued threshold score of 40 in reading and mathematics is no longer applicable for certain students. More
g .specnﬁcally, for those students who took the redeslgned PSAT/NMSQT ln October 2015, and for those

on mathematlcs will satlsfy thelr assessment graduation requlrement

S The updated chart below details how students can satisfy their assessment graduation requirement.

PARCC ELA Grade 9 >= 750 (Level 4) or:

. :PARCC Algebra 1 >= 750 (Level 4) vr

PARCC Geometry >= 725 (Level 3) or

| gPARCC ELA‘Gt’a‘dé ’10‘>—750 {Level 4‘) o

PARCC Algebra Il >= 725 (Level 3) or

| "":':.vaATReadmg"‘>—400¢» :

“SAT Math* >= 400-0r

ACT Reading or ACT PLAN Reading >=
16:or

ACT or ACT PLAN Math>= 16 ur

-~ Accuplacer Wnte Placer >= 6 or

Accuplacer Elementary A-l‘gebra >= 76 o

1 Reading*** >=22 or

PSAT/NMSQT
Reading** >=40 or : e
PSATIO Readmg or PSAT/NMSQT'

“PSATI10 Math or PSAT/NMSQT Math**>=
A0 o

PSATIO Math or
Math*** >=22 or

PSAT/NMSQT

© ACT Aspire Reading >= 422 or

ACT Aspire Math >= 422 or |

" ASVAB-AFQT Composite >=31 or

ASVAB-AFQT Composite >=31 or

Mect the Criteria of the NJDOE Portfolio
Appcal

Mecet the Criteria of the NJDOE Portfolio
Appeal
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s _’lf you hdve any quesuons or concerns rcgardmg the asscssment graduatlon requircment, please contact the Office

of Assessments at assessmmt@doe state.nj.us or 609-984-6311.

: J BHIZOI Ggmduattonrequnrements

¢ Members, State Board of Educatlon
' Commissioner David C. Hespe
Senior Staff
Harry Lee
Peggy McDonald
Lori. Ramella

Executwe County Busmess Ofﬁmal
‘County Test Coordinators
District Test Coordinators
- Bilingual /ESL Coordinators
Dlrectors of Approved anate Schouls for the Dlsabled

i : Dlrectors of a State Facnhty

o - NJLEE Group e

.”Garden State Coalition of School

) ~wwav.nj.govieducalion
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Cien ei10f ) PO Box 300
K'»\l Gt ADAGNG I'reNToN, NI ORO25.0500 D i CHeser
Lt Ceenversion . Cinnitiveimter
. October 6,2015
TO: - Chief School Administrators

‘Charter School and Renaissance School Projet:t'Lcad Persons

FROM: L ,_Kimberley}vl:in'ingt;.in,vChief Acndemic-()fﬁcér :

‘Office of "_I'éa'chin‘g:' and Leamning

SUBJECT | Appealé Pr_déesé'fdr StﬁdeﬁtS'That Have Not Met Their Assessment Graduation Requirement

This meino describes the 2016 portfolio appeals process for students who have not met their assessment

i graduation requirement. Please review this memo and share with all applicable district staff.

_ Districts that have students who are on track to meet all their graduation requirements except their assessment
- requirement by the Spring of 2016, can file a portfolio appeal that consists of: an Education Proficiency Plan

(EPP) that includes student transcripts; performance on Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and

~ Careers (PARCC) and/or substitute competency assessments; and interventions provided to the student to ensure

- he/she met the graduation requirement. The appeal must also include constructed response tasks (CRTs) in the =~

- subject areas in which the student is deficient: mathematics and/or English language arts (ELA). The CRTs:need
10 ensure the student can demonistrate core mathematical and English language arts competencies that are

. equivalent to the expectations of the substitute competency assessments, Below are the requirements for the CRTs
- in mathematics and English language arts: : : ‘

v Maﬂiematics

~ In order to carn a New Jersey high school diploma, a student must demonstrate proficicncy in mathcmatics, A

student may do this by: demonstrating alternative classroom work cvidencing the mathcmati_t;al practices aligned
to the conient catcgorics as described below. Each of the categorics encompasses knowledge and skills articulated
.in New Jersey's Core Curriculim Content Standards. :

o A student appeal must include one (1) graded, open-ended response student work sample for four out of the five

mathcmatical content categorics. Each work sample must use one of the two mathematical practicc catcgorics
described below to evidence the mathematical practices. Therefore, cach student portfolio must contain four
CRTs: onc CRT aligned to four out of five content arcas. Each CRT nceds to have at least three (3) points and a
student needs to get two (2) out of three (3) to be considered “proficicnt.” At Icast two (2) points of the CRT has
to be based on reasoning or modeling and the other point on computation. A CRT that is scored based purely on

~ computation will not be accepted. Students cannot be considered “proficient” based on computation alone. In
«.... . order to'get a two or higher, students need to demonstrate their ability to reason and model mathematically,

S N LS M www.nj.gavleducation: =~ »
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 Evidence the Mathematical Practices

L :_Expri:&sing‘ Mathematical Reasoning: Expross appropriate mathematical reasoning by constnicting
- viable arguments, critiquing the reasoning of others, and/or attending to precision when making
mathematical statements.

e Base cxpla'nzitions and reasoning on knowledge nnd skills articulated in the Number aﬁd Quantity,
- Algebra, Functions, Geometry, and Statistics & Probability content areas. g :

ll.- Modeéling: Apply knowledge and skills to solve real-world problems, cngaging particularly in the
Modeling practice and, where appropriate, making sense and persevering to solve them, reasoning
abstractly and quantitatively, using appropriate tools strategically, and making use of structire.

e Solve multi-step contextual problems fequiring application of laiowh:‘dge and skills articulated in

. 'the Number and Quantity, Algebra, Functions, Geometry, and Statistics & Probability content ‘

' For further guidance, please roview the Informational Guide for Mathematics Portfolio Appeals Process

o “document which is attached.

fEthish Lhngu‘ag‘ e Arts

: . .-ln;;Ordgkito eai#n;;i: NeW”chsc:y,high school diploma, a student must demonstrate proficiency in English language =

ants. A student may do this by demonstrating alternative classroom work aligned to the content categories as

‘ described below:

®  Two grade-level passages (one literature and one informational) and associated items that demonstrate a
student’s comprehension (i.e., multiple choice items and short constructed responses to open-ended
questions) _ S

. e Writing that includes at least two. of the three types required by New  Jersey Standards
. (informational/explanatory, argument, narrative) v o : o o :
¢ Writing should be scored using the PARCC rubric, available at : i
: ht‘lp:ff.www.parccnnli'né:.urg"usscs:imcnlsx‘ii:iét’-dcsignfcla—lilcmcyflcst-spcciﬁualions-docurmms
- Districts should use PARCC practice and released items as cxamples of the kinds. of questions that must be
~ included, but may not use the actual items for their appeals. Questions should require students to demonstrate
their understanding by identifying cvidence from the texts passages. '

. Por fﬁﬂhcr, ‘guidaini::c:,’ipléaSé'fcvicw thc Informational Guide for English Language Arts Pdrtjblio Appeals Process

o “document ' which is attached.

 New Jersev Department of Education (NJDOE) Portfolio Appeal

Unlike prior ycars, the portfolio submission process will occur on a rolling basis beginning Monday, January 11,
2016, and the department will continue to accept appeals post-marked Friday, May 13, 2016. In order to prevent.
* “studcnts who may have passcd the appeals process to miss their graduation ceremonics, all appeals must be post-

- marked by May 13, 2016. Appeals post-marked after May 13, 2016, will be reviewed and scored, but we cannot’ -
- ensure the results will be returned to the district or student before their graduation ccremony,

' In the next couple of months, districts should take time to review the portfolio appeal process and begin creating »
“CRTs and completing the EPP. We will post an clcctronic version of the EPP and the Mathematics Portfolio

. Appeals Expectations document on our website and it is also included as an attackiment with this memo.

R . wwwnj.govieducation
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For districts/schools with a ]argc number of appeals (100 or more), the NJDOE would like to conduct on-site

~evaluations at different times throughout the appeals window and work with the district/school to cnsure the

portfol:os mclude all the information necossary in order for it to be reviewed.

Cf your school dlstnct would prcfcr an: onsntc evaluation of your NJDOE Portfolio Appeals, please email that
-preference with your best estimate regarding quantity to Dr. Faye Ball at faye.balli@doc.state.nj.us.

- For district/schools that have smaller volumes of portfolio appeals, you may begin sending them on Monday, ,'

January 11, 2016, to the Office of Asscssments. Please be sure to send them and label them as: NJDOE Portfolio

. dppeals to Dr. Faye Ball, portfolio appeals coordinator, Office of Assessments, New Jersey Department of

" Education, P.O. Box 500, Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0500.. Districts may also hand-deliver their NJDOE

| - Portfolio Appeals to New. Jersey Department of Education, Building 100, Riverview Plaza, Route 29, Trenton,
1 New Jersey 08625 Dlsmcts will be notlﬁed of their NJDOE Portfolio Appeals decisions by ‘email on a rolling

basm

If you have questxons regardmg the English language arts CRTs or portfolio process, please contact Mrs, Mary

-Jane: Kurabinski, deputy chief acadermc officer, Office of Teaching and Leaming, at 609-633- 1726 or mary
v J'llll. kmabmskl(a dogistate, nJ us. :

I you have any questions regzu'dmg the mathematlcs CRTs or portfolio process, please contact Mr. Timothy

Giordano, mathematics coordinator, Qffice of  Assessments, at 609-633-8015 or
timothy.giordanotadoe.state.nj.us. :

“To enstire your district’s NJDOE Portfolio Appeals decisions are emailed in a timely manner, each student’s

Portfolio Appeal must include the:

L completed Cover Sheet
2. Educational Proficiency Plan (EPP) (NJ.A.C. 6A:8-4(c-d))
-3 Specified quantity and quality of student graded work snmples for each content area.

i (3 you have any questxons regardmg the NJDOE Portfolm AppeaI process, please: contact Dr Faye Ball,

e Thmﬂcyqu- |

- KH/JBH/memo:appealsprocess
Attachments '
c ‘Mcmbers, Statc Board of Education Executive Dircetor for Regional Achievement Ccntcrs
o Commissioner David C. Hcspc Exccutive County Business Officials
Senior Staff , County Test Coordinators
. Dianc Shoener _ S District Test Coordinators
. Jeffrey B. Hauger ’ ' Bilingual/ESL Coordinators
“Mary Jane Kurabinski High School Prinicipals and Supervisors
Harry Lee Dircetors of Approved Private Schools. for the Disabled
- Peggy McDonald Dircctors of College-Operated Programs '
. Lori Ramclla : Directors.of a Statc Facility '
~.FayeBall ' NJ LEE Group
' Timothy Giordano . '~ Garden State Coalition of Schools

: Lxccutlve County Supenntcndcnts

i LW gnvledm alion
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NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
PARCC PORTFOLIO APPEAL PROCESS
COVER SHEET

January 11,2016 - May 13 2016

~ For each student appeal the PARCC Portfolio Appeal must include the followmg items in its entlrety:
> One Cover Sheet for each student
> The completed Educanonal Proﬁelency Plan (EPP)

> The appropnate number of tasks for each sub]ect area (See the ELA/L and Mathematics
lnformatlon Guldes for speclfies.)

: ngh School Gfadhation Date:
‘Student Name:
- CDS Code:
 County Name:
s

v:;-;‘School Name

: ‘v:ZELmall Address of Contact Pcrson
Co'ntact Pcrson S Phone Number (include extension);
o Principal’s Name:

ﬁ’ﬁfP 'ncxpal’s Phone Number (include extension);

i Please check the content arca(s) for this PARCC Portfolio Appeal.

"ff:Lnghsh Language Arts/thcracy 1 Mat'hemat'i_csD' | ‘ . Bothl—_—_[ |

4By
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*lh,drder‘ ’to_v,e‘am a New Jérsey h_igh s(:hool diploma, a student must demonstrate'zprofibicncy in

INFORMATIONAL GUIDE FOR THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS/LITERACY
=  PORTFOLIO APPEALS PROCESS o

ELA. A student may do this by demonstrating alternative classroom work aligned to the content
categories as described below: » .

» Two high school level passages (one literature and one informational) and
- associated items that demonstrate a student’s comprehension (i.e., multiple-choice
items and short constructed responses to open-ended questions) ' ’

e Writing that includes at least two of the three types required by New Jersey
Standards (informational/explanatory, argument, narrative)

~® Writing should be scored using the PARCC  rubric, available at
S h_un:;i"\sfww\.nzm;cnnl:im:.0.&”;!];1sscssmcnls/lcsbdcsign/;:in_-litcmcvf‘tcstesr)cci.ﬁz:ztlénns- R
docuiments ' :

 Districts should use PARCC practice and released items as examples of the kinds of questions

that must be included, but may not use the actual items for their appeals. Questions should

~ require students to demonstrate their understanding by identifying evidence from the
Stexts. o o

Although it ’dependsﬂo’n the type of passage and writing type, below are some general guidelines
on what we will be looking for in terms of a Constructed Response Task (CRT):

*_ Close reading of texts: Close reading focuses on using evidence from texts with

- an emphasis on analyzing and evaluating texts. Students must use close

reading 1o not only determine the main idca but to sclect the textual -
evidence that will justify the chosen main idea.

e Text dependent questions: Students should be asked questions that can only be
answered by referring directly back to the text being read. An effective sct of text
dependent questions delves systematically into a text to guide students in

‘o Writing to sources: The assessment requires writing to sources; rather than

- writing to dccontextualized prompts. It is cssential that the writing task elicit

-cvidence that students have understood a text they have rcad and can

- communicate that understanding well both in terms of written expression and
knowledge of language and conventions. :

SloX |



'The followmg FAQs will help gulde you in creatmg the evadence needed for the student appeal
procc.ss

: What is Evuleme Centered Deszgn?

: :j}“EVldence Centered Desngn, (ECD) is a dehberate and systematlc approach to assessment
_ development that will help to establish the validity of the assessments increase the comparability
of year- o-year results, and increase efficiencies.

| Design begins with
the inferences
! (claims) we want to
~ 'make about
students

In order tosupport | rasks are designed
claims, we must to elicit specific
gather evidence  gyidence from
students in support
of claims

kg

What are ELA Evidence Statement T ables?

e The tables contain Reading, Writing and Vocabulary major claims and the evndences'
to be measurcd on the PARCC Summatlve Assessment
L PARCC ,
s Evidences dcscnbe what students mlght say or do to demonstrate mastery of the
- standards.
‘e "An item on the PARCC assessment may measure mult|ple standards and multiple
- cVIdences.

S



Where can I find the ELA Evidence Statement Tables?

. vﬁEIéﬁ\vrentl}]-fgrade Réading. & Vdcabula_ry Evidence Table:

. Iitlp://www.Ihcb’mccchlt:r.inl'o'/ui)li);lds/2;/2/5/5/225.513'!(»/updalcd grade 11 reading evidenice liubles.adf

 Eleventh-grade Writing Evidence Table:

o 'ht_tn:_'/_/\\'ww;lhcn’r’()cc:unlcr;iulb_/unl()ads/Z;’Z/S/SZIZ.’!SS13[6/;1111(!03 911 writing cvidcnccvmhlcs.»pdl'

How can I use the E vidence Statement Tables to create_evidenée or the student appeal

- process?

Using the evidence statements/tables for the appeals process will be very helpful for you to
understand how to infuse and combine standards when designing the CRTs. That is, they will
help you determine alignment of a complex task with standards which will make it easier to

develop questions/tasks that are aligned to the standards. These tables actually show

 clarifications and specifications to assist with item development. -

‘ Ho w do rtédd_‘z_‘he E viiieﬁeéStbt’emeﬁt. T ablesi?

e e e AL AL L S LD (L N N

On each evidence chart the first line indicates the grade. This is followed by the second line

* which lists the claim (e.g., reading literature, reading informational text, vocabulary, and

writing). In the first column on the left is a list of the standards (e.g., Reading Literature will be

 identified with RL). In the evidence tables for grades 6® — 11" the first column on the table also

o lists the literacy standards for science using RST to identify the standard and the literacy
“standards for history using RH to identify the standard. In the next column are the evidences,

i which directly align with the CCSS. The evidence statements should be helpful in supporting
instruction and when creating constructed response tasks for the appeals process. The newly

released PARCC items should serve as a model to hi ghlight items and alignment to the evidence

statements. Released items are available at the following link: https:¥'pre.parceonline.org.

Do Ineedto attach an evidence Statentent to each item?

Do the rewding,

-~ Yes. Reviewers should be able to locate the evidence statement(s) for each item or set of items.

Use the sample CRT included in this guide as a model. Evidence Statements will also necd to be
included on the ELA cover sheet. Items on the English Language Arts/Literacy assessments may

_ measure multiple standards and multiple cvidences.

assages and writing tasks need to be connected?

' Yes. The standards emphasize the integration of reading and writing.

——

5ex



Yes. PARCC has developed holistic rubrics for the scoring of writing tasks. The rubrics align to
the standards and the writing evidences. ' S S AR
. & Research Simulation Task and Literary Analysis Task Rubric (Grades 6-11) ~ scored for
' reading comprehension/written expression and knowledge of language and conventions.
'This rubric should be used for scoring informational/explanatory and argumient writing,
- Narrative Writing Task Rubric (Grades 6-11) ~ requires that students write to a text
stimulus, but is only scored for written expression and knowledge of language and
conventions. This rubric should be used for scoring narrative writing.

. Do ;t‘hg gdssa'ges need to be on grade level?
;I‘he:: passages selected for theiportfoiio éppeals process need to be on a high school level,
' Teachers are encouraged to employ their professional judgment, experience, and knowledge of
their students and the subject when selecting passages, :

' Is.there a specific length re: uired for the reading passages?

 Itis suggested that you stay within the PARCC 9-11 grade band passage length of 500-1.500

N _WOrdS"(Literary_ gnd"lijfonng_itional Text/Literary Nonfiction). »

. Can Luse the same. response tasks for different students?

~ Yes, definitely.
' Can we use video or audio?

- The use of multimedia is not permitted in the portfolio appeals process.

How many total items need to be submitted?

o :;;:*flfhe:5é’mdufn:t;of:itcms_Willvary

depending on the passage selected and the types of questions used

o clfik;itfé:\/:idénce; Thekey is to focus on the general guidelines found in the informational guide.
The released items, sample'qSSessments, evidence statements, and rubrics should be used:to help
with designing and scoring items. ‘

- In reading, students must receive a passing score of at least 50 percent. The number of items as
well as the total points possible is determined by the school/district. :

In ‘writing,' students must score a minimum of “2” or higher on the rubric constructs to mcet the
passing requirement.

59X



e ibiz.[.iteed:to snbmita.cb_ver shee{ for each student?

YesEach appeal must be submitted with a cover sheet.
Yb_ufshould submlt the »fbll(iwing for each student:

~® ELA cover sheet SR
*  Passages (literature and informational) :
- & Associated reading comprehension iterns and writing tasks (with evidence statement(s)
» | -indicaii;ig-the alignment) '
¢ - Scored PARCC rubrics

leére are the PARCC practice tests located so I can use them to model the CRTs [ créate? :

... hitpziparce. pearson, cem/practice-lests/englisly

. GOX



* additional velocity would have caused most of the impact debris to escape
-~ while the debris left behind would have been a mixture of material from l'hat _
- planet and from Earth, “with an isotopic content that matches the observed
8 _"fs‘ignamres-:here and on the Moon," they said.

. ~ Sample, _In‘fb_rmﬁt:ibnalz Task, Grade 11

' .b'_.Réad th.egar:ti:c‘l'e Moon Formation Nay Hva-vve Been the Result of Larger,

Faster Planet Collision.” Then answer the questians,

Maoon Formati_on May Have Been the Result of Larger
e Faster Planet Collision ' :

- ﬂWhlle ‘ﬁéc:e;ri‘tis_t‘s'-'ténd to accept the 'the_'ory that the Moon was formed
- following a collision between a young Earth and a second planet new

research published online earlier this manth suggests that the impactor might
have been larger ancd traveling faster than praeviausly believed.

&P Current theory suggests that Earth's satellite was formed when the

protoplanet was hit by a second world, believed to have been about the size :

. of [v.lars.,,bnllior_;_s of years ago, Evan Ackerman of DVice wrote on Thursday.

E @ Nciv\‘._v, hDWever:An’dreas Reufer of the University of Bern In Switzerland
~and a team of colleagues are claiming that the planetwas actually larger,

moving at faster speeds, and colliding with the Earth at a steeper angte than

“the ¢urrent moid_e’l_wou_!d suggest. Furthermore, the object responsibie for the
- collision may still be at large. : : '

| v@f'_'lt}élsbo-WO(ijldf»h'av'é transmitted significantly more energy nto the Earth,

_heating up the mantle to 10,000 degrees,” Ackerman said. "It's a lot more

extreme of a'n idea, but it's the anly madel that accurately explains why the

. N‘It;-on seems to be made entirely of stuff from the Earth and not from #“Any

regue planet material.”

&P The problem with the current theory is that with a slower, grazing impac_t[”. .
the majority of the debris that would have eventually formed into the Moon
would have originated from the planet which collided with Earth, the ##/T

 Technology Review explained.

G The hypothesis submitted by Reufer's team fixes that problvem‘ in that the

i

gD of cdurse‘, the debris that escaped would have carried away angular

momentum as well as mass. This makes such a scenano challenging to

RERIICEIS DN Ny Y

model because it is nard to find a suitable set of starting condjtions—mass,

. Aangular moment, impact angle, etc.—that produce a realistic Earth-Moon
“system. [n fact, astronomers have discounted this scenario in the past for
- precisely this reason,” the MIT website added



Sample, Informational Task, Grade 11

‘However, Reufer and his colleagues decided to use improved simulation
techniques to return to the hypothesis. They Created a model that consisted
i Qf clpproxtmately ‘500 000 p'utaclt,s \Nhe,n the NMoonis fornted, itends up
.t:»elng rough!y 10, OCIO parucles and the simulation can produce Canh and
: Moon like systems “for a reasonable set of starting conditions, while at the
“same time reproducmg the obsarved tsotoplc signatures.” they said. -

@ Their work. which is set to hé published in the journal fcarus, also
suggests that the impactor most likeiy lost just a little bit of matérial and would
‘have continued on after the collision, according to BBC News reports.
“Ackerman also suggests that the rogue planet may still be arcound and
traveling throughout space today.

&P Further analysis of elements contained within samples brought back
'from the moon: as well as additional computer simulations, are necessary to
fully explore Reufer's theory, the British news agency said. Likewise, the MIT -
News Review said that the researchers need to explain what would have

_happened to the impact debris which escaped from Earih's orbit—wvhich
tOLHd theoret:c*ﬂlv be doneg by testing metgors to search for its isotopic
signatire;

- ;C.ourtes-yi?';j'fv:r'édOrb'it‘;‘com———Your Universe Online

[t |Parta

What daes grazing mean as it 1% used in patagraph %7

A repeated and highly variable

B. sudden and very violent

| C. gradual and exiremely prolonged
D indirect and refatively light

Part B

Clte and explam one plecc of evidence that supports your understandmg of the term grazing.

RITLLI
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RST 1143




Sﬁm’ple, 'l:nforrnational Task, Grade 11

2, | part A

; _Whlch statemenl prov:des the best analySIS of how- the S|mulat|on performe,d

| paragraph (7

A. If showed that a collision bebveen the Earth and another planet was
more probable than had previously heen belleved

- Blt md:cated that the ve!omty of the collldmg planet must be slower -
""" than prevnously acceptedin order for the rol!mon to have broken
vmaterlal off of the Earth. -

o

It demonstrated that the colliding planet could produce a new ohject
: '.vot;lh;;e;(pected isolopic signatures under certain conditions.

D It proved that the angular momentum of the colliding planet must be
: ~extremety steep in order for a coilision to have produced the debris
necassary (o form the moon.

Part B

.'Vhlch quotation refers to a problem in the collision hypothesis that was
addressed by Reufer and his colleagues’ simulation?

A, . why the Moon seems to be made entirely of stuff from the Earth
and not from any rogue planet material ™ (paragraph 4)

B 7. Reufer and his colleagues decided to use improved simulation
“techniques to return to the hypothesis.' (paragraph 8

: G the rogue-‘planet m'ay still be arcund and traveling thraughout
: macra today.” {paragraph fs») :

D. Further analysis of elements contained within samples brought
rack from the moon, as well as additional computer simulations. arg
necessary to fully explore Reufer’s theory [ Aparagraph 13)

RIIL1.1

| RST11.3.7
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Sample, Informational Task, Grade 11

3. |PartA

S‘etect two ideas abou't F"x"'éﬂ're,r‘s hypblhesas that the author presents in the
article: ‘

A [toffers a more perSuasive aexplanatien than capture theory about

" the similanty between Earth sotopes. and lunar 1sglopes.

B. it supposés that Earth has been struck t:)v very large objects many
times in the planat’'s history '

C It can be simulated only by making unlikely assumptions éabdut the
number of particles involved in the collision.

D It asvsurnes that the collision that bfdducééﬁi the ‘moon occurred mq‘te
recently than other collision theorists have suggested.

E. It explains the composition of the moon better than the earlier
‘colhsion theory:

F. It provides no account for the whereabouts of collision debris that is
dutside the Earth-moon system.

Part B

; Write two _p_ieces'oif__t;ayidcngc from the art’icle.thatv'best supports the an$wers in Part A?

RST I1.1.1
RST 11.2.5

e



: ;.__'};Snmple, Informatmnnl Task Grade 11

Wnte an essuy to compare und contrast the original theory presented in the article Moon

Formation May Have Been the Re.sult of Larger, Fuster Planet Collision to Reufer’s new
proposed idea. Remember to use textual evidence to support your ideas.

RI L1
RST 11.2.5

W1l.2

W 114 -W 11.10

= Starvlda'rd_s/Evidence Statement Alignment - For each item or set of items, the alignment of
- standards and evidence statements has been indicated.

..*Example RI 1Lt

Readmg Informatlon Grade 11 Standard RI I, Evndence Statement RI (1)

Evidence Statemnent:

For RI 1, provides strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says

i exphcltly and/or inferences drawn from the text. (1)

BN :Ewdence Statement Tables: http Jww. pduumlmc Org/assessmentsy twmit*smw cl‘z-ht«.z‘zw;”wst«

“ipeeifications- duun%n.nts

_ Sample passage/ items are borrowed and have been adapted from the Partnership Resource Center
Chtpsl prepeiceentineong. : ' ’ '

(o5X



PARCC Portfolio Appeal Process
Gl - English Language Arts/Literacy
S . CoverSheet
 Student Name:
Reading
Literature Reading Passage Title:
Author(s):

. Evidencej EStat'em'é'rlt(s):

Total Points Pos‘sible: Total Points Earned: % of Points Earned:

| [nformatwnalReadmg Péissagé Titie: ‘

= Author(s):

* Evidence Statement(s):

;f"TotaI Pdints;Poss'ible: . o -Toml;PbintsEamed: : % of Points Eamed:

olox



Student Name

Writing
- Writing Response Type: informational/Explanatory
”:Evidgjnce State:ﬁ'ents(s): ;
E:Construct Measured »
. Readmg ComprahenSi'ori“éhd Wntten Expression : - Score:4
'i;Kn(?)Wledge of Language and Conventions Score: 3
‘Writing Response Type: Informational/Explanantory
. Evidence Statements(s):
- Construct Measured
Reading Comprehension and Written Expression Score: 4
o Knowlédg_éfof 'Lj,aﬁguage and Conventions -Score: 3

*ertlng tasks should be scorcd using the approprmtc PARCC rubrlcs. Rubrics used for scoring must be
~ submitted. .

CF



. INFORMATIONAL GUIDE FOR THE MATHEMATICS PORTFOLIO APPEALS
Sl PROCESS |

The most important part of the PARCC Portfolio Appeal process is the evidence gathered to
show the student’s ability to demonstrate the mathematical practices of reasoning and modeling
“within the five high school content areas. The five high school mathematics content areas, which

can be found in the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) starting on page 57, are: |

»  Number & Quantity (N)

e Functions (F) ‘ '
o Algebra(A)

* Geometry (G)

e Statistics & Probability (S)

: More'importantly, the appealsb process must provide evidence of the two mathematical practices
- as follows: (see pages 6-8 in CCSS) :

- - L Expressing Mathematical Reasoning: Express appropriate mathematical reasoning by
" constructing viable arguments, critiquing the ‘reasoning of others, and/or attending to
~precision when making mathematical statements.

_e  Base explanations and reasoning on knowledge and skills articulated in the vNumber
~ and Quantity, Algebra, Functions, Geometry, and Statistics & Probability content ﬂ
LoLareas. : o : ‘

1L Modeling: Apply knowledge and skills to solve real-world problems, engaging particularly

o in the Modeling practice and, where appropriate, making sense and persevering to solve
. them, reasoning abstractly and quantitatively, using appropriate tools strategically, and
- making use of structure.

i . Solve multi-step’ contextual pr,b‘blems'rcquiring application of knowledgb; and skills :
Cimme e - articulated in the Number & Quantity, Functions, Geometry, and Statistics &
Probability content Areas.

GOX



The tollowmg FAQs will help guide you in creating the ev1dence needed for the student appeal
| _process

Wlxat does the phrase “showing evidence of reasoning and modelmg w:tlun the 5 high sclmol‘
content areas: mean?

_ Within the student appeal, ‘there must be 2 constructed response tasks (CR’l‘s)‘ ‘that will
L demonstrate the | student s ability to reason.and 2 constructed response tasks that will
i demonstrate the student’s abtllty to model. :

Da 1 have to develop two reasanmg and two madelmg tasks for each of the 5 high school
: c(mtem areas? :

~ No. You are to submit 1 reasoning task for two of the high school content areas, and 1

- modellng task for the remaining 2 out of 3 high school content areas. If one reasoning task is -
developed from Algebra and one from Geometry, the two modeling tasks must be developed
from two of the remaining three content areas (F & N, F& S, or N & §)

“How many constructed response tasks sh‘ozdd be submitted per student?

. Atotal of 4 CRTs: Z’teasoning‘tasks and 2 modeling tasks. Each task is from a different content
area. '

’ :Is tht's. si'nzilar to .What we.sttbnxitted when we had AHSA appeals and submitted’ PATs?

e ;CCSS and bv1dence Statement (E.S) Tables.
' What do you mean by Evidence Statement Tables?

; ’Wlth the PARCC assessment, the constructed response items are developed from what are called
“the Evidence Statement Tables These tables actually show clanf' cations and specnf cattons to
hclp develop ltcmS ' ' '

09 X



_ hitp: //www state m us/educatlon/assessment/parcc/ggldes/math/Algebrall pdf

. Where do 1 find tI:‘es:é: Evidence Statement Tables?

You can find the Evidence Statement Tables in the Informational Guides posted on the New
'-.lersey Departrnent of Education website llere are direct Ii‘n’ks to the Informatlonal Guides for

//www state.| nj us/educatlon/assessment/parcc/ gmdes/math/Geometrv pdf

: How do I read the E vulence Statement Te ab!es?

i Type llI which are ES used to develop modeling items. The Type Il tables are in pmple and

marked with the letter C. The Type III tables are in blue and are marked with the letter D.

- Example:
 Hereis a Type I1 ES taken from the Algebra II Informational Guide

'HS.C54  Glvenan eql:alion-er systemof i) Simple rational equations are limited to

~aquations; reasen about the numeratars and danominators that have degree
number:or patire of the at most 2,
solutions.

Contant Soupa AREIL2,

that codmg in the CRT that you develop.
The actual ES is “Given an equatlon or system of equatlons reason about the numbers or nature

of the solutions.” The most important part here is where the content must come from; that is,
“Content Scope: A-REI 2", This refers to the CCSS (page 65). The ‘A’ is for Algebra, the
‘REI’ is the domam ¢ Reasomng with Equations and Inequalities”) and the ‘2’ is the standard.

| “Solve snmple rational and radlcal equations in one variable, and give examples showing how
: :-extraneous solutions may arise.”

The other statement as part of the ES, is a clarification, which states that the ‘simple ratlonal

: cquatlons are limited to numerators and denominators that have degree at most 2. Not all ES w111 ,
_'have a clanf catlon :

7OX



What do the different notations in other ES mean? Such as:

HSDA-1 . Solve multi-step contextual problems with degree of difficulty.
BE ' appropﬂate to the course, requiﬂng appllcaticn of knowledge and: skllls

This is a modeling ES Rk Algebra 1. It’sa m’odeli‘n’g:ES as it is in blue and also has a letter D
in the coding. This ES. assesses previous knowledge from 7" and 8" grade as denoted by the

N statement :
“Solve multl-step contextual problems with degree of diffi culty appropriate to the course, requmng

| appllcatlon of knowledge and skllls articulated jn 7.RP.A, 7.NS.3, 7.EE, and/or 8.EE.”
What is mgant-by 7.RP.A and 7;EE ’ds noted in the above ES?

. 1.RP. A is the 7 grade list of CCSS, the RP is the domain of ‘Ratios and Proportions and-the

*A’ refers to the first cluster (the statement in bold under the domain); that is anything under -

“Analyze ‘proportional relationships and use them to solve real-world and mathematical
problems.” (page 48 of the CCSS)

7.EE is the 7" grade list of CCSS, the EE is the domain of ‘Expressions and Equations.” You

w1|_l notice on page 49 of the CCSS, there are 2 clusters (those statements in bold). The clusters

-~ are: “Use properties of opefations to genérate equivale’nt expressions (this would be known as

""llsts 7 EE that ‘means an ltem can assess any of those standards hsted under the domain of
‘Expressmns and Equatlons * If it were 7.EE.A, it would be limited to those standards in the ﬁrst

- cluster.
. B.EE would be the same as but for 8" grade. Any of the standards listed under the Domain of
ik ;: ‘Expressxons .and E_quanons (page 54-55 of the CCSS)

 Since these éakflief grades'have different domains than Iu'gh school, urider which content area
wouild these ES fall?

In grades 6-8 the domains are:
: . RP (rallos/propomons in ONLY gradcs 6&7) would fall under Algebra (A)

. ‘l*E (Express:ons and Equa_tlons) wouId fall under l‘unctlons (F)
o G (Geometry) would fall under Geometry (G)
o SP (Statistics & Probability) would fall under Statistics & Probability (S)

+ix



Can I create a constructed response item that assesses knowledge from 7 or 8* grade?

Y If you come across any reasoning or modeling ES among the Algebra 1, Geomet'ry,'or

:_:;the grade (6" 7lh or 8“‘) from whrch the standards are taken in order to create a constructed o
"f'response task '

I see that the ES noted above in blue Jor HS.D.1-1 has 4 different areas of concentration. Do
I need to write a constructed response item for each one?

. No. In HS D.1-1, there is 7.RP. A “7.NS.3, 7.EE, and/or 8.EE. You need to write a- modelmg_i
constructed response task for only one of those content areas. However, since there are different

o content areas listed, you could write a modeling task focusmg on 7.RP;A which would fall under

Algebra and you could write another modeling task focusing on 7.NS.3 which would fall under
Number & Quantity. You would then have your 2 modeling tasks to administer to your studenits.

” So vnm‘vbthat F § lmderstand the ES tables, what do I need to do for- my students?

:;fi“Bes1des ﬁllmg out the forms for the. appeal you must create and admmrster 4 constructed
_response tasks for each of your students. Remember that each task comes from a different

content area, and 2 tasks will assess reasoning, and 2 tasks will assess modeling.

. iEach task should have the followmg

i LA cover sheet that lists the followmg (a blank cover sheet is in this document for your use)

¢ the student’s name
e thc Evidence statcment to which the. task aligns (usc the coding found in the ES
tablcs)
‘o the actual evidence statement
" @ the content scope in the ES that is being asscssed

e the content arca being assessed (N, F, A, G, orS)
o the type of itcm: Rcasoning or Modeling
s - the studcnt’s score »

2 The constructcd responsc task

3 Thc student s rcsponse and score’

' 4-., ;'I'hevcon_suuctcd response rubric

FAX



- How many points should the task consist of?

' The task must have 3 pomts llowever no more than 50% of the pomts may come from stnct

computation. That is, at. least 50% or more of the points must come from either reasoning or

' ’modelmg

' come from comp_utatlon, or you coulvd have all 3 points be for reasonmg/model ing. If a student is
~ asked to explain his/her answer in a task, that can be only counted as 1 reasoning point. There

~can be only 1 point assigned for each reasoning/modeling response.

| What n the ‘passing’ score on the constructed respoﬁsg task?
| Fb: a :stud:ent to _‘pas.s’ the constructed response task, he/she must earn at least 2 points.
Cén sttcde:tts use a calculator and formula sheet on the constructed responSe tasks?
YesYou é?m ﬁnd t'he-fo,rrnu.la 'sheets_ at the end of each of the Iﬁformational Guides.
Yes, déﬁniteliy.. |
C anI assess the students in t):eir naﬁye:language?
| Yéé; hbﬁévcr; 'y(‘)u will néédto do the following:
1. Write the constructed response task in English.

2. llave someone in the district translate the constructed response task mto the student’s
natwe language -

4 FBOTH the Enghsh version AND translated version of the constructed response task
- AND student response must be sent to the NJ DOE.

F3x



' Canyou please provide an example of a constructed response task?

. SAMPLE COVERSH‘EET

o Student Nainé:’

| v..Evidéncé'Stafgm‘entC"nde}:. HS.C6.1

. Evidence Statement: Base explanations/reasoning on the principle that the
and inequalities in two variables is the set of all its solutions plotted in the coordinate plane

Content scope: A-RELD, excluding exponential and logarithmic functions,

: ”Co’ntent Area Assessed: Algebra (A)
~ TypeofItem: Reasoning

Student Score: 3



- Sample Canstructed Resp.onse Task

tl +|v| c where cis a real number

Detemiine the‘n‘u‘mber of points that would be on the graph of the equation for each given case:
Case l: ¢<0
o Case2: £=0

Justify your answers,

Student Response:

o The student’s _response _may be _on _separate pages from the ta.sk. Please make sure tlte
B 's'mdents nante is on each page o “his/her response. :

: -"fSa"mgle. Scoring Rubric

Score | Description
13 Student response mcludes each of the followl'ng 3 clements:

11 reasomng pomt Correct justification of the number of points on the graph for c <0

{ 1 reasoning pomt Correct justification of the number of points on the graph for c =0

BB rcasonmg point: Correct Justification of the number of points on the graph for ¢ > 0

i Sample Student Response
. le and | yI are each nonnegative for all real numbers x and ¥- So, the sum must be

o nonnegatlve for all real numbers. Therefore, the sum cannot equal a negative number.
There are no solutions and no points on the graph when ¢ < 0.

If ¢ = 0, there is only onc solution, (0, 0). The graph consists of only onc point

' [f ¢ >0, there are infinitcly many solutions, ‘which means that there arc mﬁmtcly many
__|.points on the graph. L

I

_____ ‘Student response: mcludés 2 ofthe 3. clements
i /| Student response includes 1 of the 3 clements.-
19 | Studcnt response is incorrect or irrelcvant,

~ Note how thls rubnc shows where the pomts are commg f'rom In this case, there are¢ no



i these sample or released items as CRTs for your students,

Where can I find more e.itamples' of constructed response tasks?

- You can find more sample items at www. parcconline.org and look under the Practice Tests for
Algebra 1, Geomctry, and Algebra 2. There are also the released items at

https://pre. parcconline.org which has constructed response items from those subject areas as
~well. Please: use these items only as a guide to help you develop ‘your own CRTs Do not use

Where do 1 send 'thefstudent appeal and constructed response items?
The appéals-and constructed response items should be sent to the following address:

-~ NJ DOE Portfolio Appeals

~ Dr. Faye Ball

' NJ Department of Education
100 Riverview Plaza

PO Box 500

Trenton, NJ 08625

e -Whai'ﬁa'l dbiif 1 :Izavefurtlié‘k’questions?

: ::If you have questlons about math content, please contact Mr Timothy Glordano via email at
ftlmothy glordano(a)doe state nj.us or by phone at 609/633- 8015.

S you have questnons regardmg the appeal process, please contact Dr. Faye Ball via emall at

: fale ba _(a)doe state.nj. us or by phone at 609/984-1970.

FloXx



. PARCCPORTFOLIO APPEAL

 Student Name: =
| -EQidéiic,ez’S:tﬁtement Codeﬁ |

Evidence Statement:

. :EiéContént:;sgope. (found i‘n:i;;S): .

Content Area Assessed (N, F, A, G, or 8): Statistics and Probability (S)
& :__: ~ Type of Item (Reasoning or Modeling): Modeling

'St'ud:ent Score: 3



