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HARNESS RACING 

13:71-21.4 Placing system 

If the placing system is specified in the conditions, the 
purse shall be distributed according to the standing of the 
horses in the summary. In order to share in the purse 
distribution, each horse must complete the race and com-
pete in each heat to which he is eligible. A horse must win 
two heats to be declared the race winner and such horse 
shall stand first in the summary. In deciding the rank of the 
horses order than the race winner, a horse that has been 
placed first in one heat shall be ranked better than any 
other horse making a dead heat for first or any other horse 
that has been placed second any number of heats; a horse 
that has been placed second in one heat shall be ranked 
better than any other horse that has been placed third any 
number of heats, and so forth; for example, a horse finish-
ing, 3-6 would be ranked ahead of another horse finishing 
4-4. A horse finishing in a dead heat would be ranked 
below another horse finishing in the same position and not 
in a dead heat. If there be any premium for which no horse 
has maintained a position, it shall go to the race winner, but 
the number of premiums awarded need not exceed the 
number of horses that started in the race. Unless otherwise 
specified in the conditions, the money shall be divided 50 
percent, 25 percent, 15 percent and 10 percent. 

13:71-21.5 Two in three 

In a two in three race, a horse must win two heats to win 
the race, and there shall be ten percent set aside for the 
race winner. The purse shall be divided and awarded 
according to the finish in each of the first two or three 
heats, as the case may be. If the race is unfinished at the 
end of the third heat, all but the heat winners or horses 
making a dead heat for first shall be ruled out. The fourth 
heat, when required, shall be raced for the ten percent set 
aside for the winner. If there be any third or fourth 
premiums, and so forth for which no horse has maintained a 
specific place, the premium therefor shall go to the winner 
of that heat, but the number of premiums distributed need 
not exceed the number of horses starting in the race. 
Where, in a two-year-old race, there are two heat winners 
and they have made a dead heat in the third heat, the race 
shall be declared finished and the colt standing best in the 
summary shall be awarded the ten per cent; if the two heat 
winners made a dead heat and stand the same in the 
summary, the ten per cent shall be divided equally between 
them. 

13:71-21.6 Computation and payment of purses 

(a) Any racing association which has an agreement with 
the horsemen to pay purses of an established percentage of 
the association's share of the revenue obtained from the 
money wagered, shall each post a statement of the previous 
week's handle, the proposed allotment to horsemen and the 
amount of purses paid. Such posting shall be on the 
bulletin board in the entry room. 
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(b) Any association sponsoring stakes races or early clos-
ing events may withhold, during any current meeting, an 
amount sufficient to compensate the association for the cost 
of such races and events. However, in no event shall the 
money due the horsemen in purses above that amount be 
allowed to exceed $20,000. 

13:71-21.7 Delivering of winnings to owners 
Winnings from horses shall not be delivered to any owner 

until the owner has first been duly licensed by the Commis-
sion for the current season. 

13:71-21.8 Deductions 
(a) All purses contested for shall be distributed according 

to the conditions of the race. No deduction, voluntary or 
involuntary, may be made from any purse or stake or 
futurity other than for payment to be made to the New 
Jersey Horse Racing Injury Compensation Board for work-
er's compensation insurance premiums in an amount not to 
exceed three percent of gross overnight purses paid to 
owners as per N.J.S.A. 34:15-129 et seq., owners, drivers, 
trainers, nominators or breeders of money winning horses 
and organization or promotion expenses stipulated for 
stakes and futurities. 

1. Racetracks shall remit to the appropriate State ac-
count, on a weekly basis, the premium for the worker's 
compensation insurance. The premium shall be collected 
separately for thoroughbred and standardbred industries 
based on percentage of gross overnight purses, such per-
centage to be determined by the Horse Racing Injury 
Compensation Board. 

Amended by R.1978 d.354, effective January 1, 1979. 
See: 10 N.J.R. 348(b), 10 N.J.R. 510(c). 
Amended by R.1987 d.464, effective January 20, 1987. 
See: 18 N.J.R. 1516(a), 19 N.J.R. 237(a). 

Substantially amended. . 
Amended by R.1997 d.50, effective February 3, 1997. 
See: 28 N.J.R. 4737(a), 29 N.J.R. 448(a). 

In (a), inserted text "the New Jersey Horse Racing . . . N.J.S.A. 
34:15-129 et seq."; and added (a)l. 

13:71-21.9 Forfeits; drivers' fees . 
In the event that a purse is forfeited through a subsequent 

ruling of the officials and/or Racing Commission after the 
result has been made official, the drivers shall be allowed 
such fees as are consistent with section 8 of this subchapter 
and with the revised order of finish. 

R.1978 d.354, eff. January 1, 1979. 
See: 10 N.J.R. 348(b), 10 N.J.R. 510(c). 

SUBCHAPTER 22. RADIOS, RECEIVERS AND 
TRANSMITTERS 

13:71-22.1 Telephone 
All public telephones at the race track may remain open 

during the race day, with the approval of the Commission. 
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Amended by R.1990 d.126, effective February 20, 1990. 
See: 21 N.J.R. 3861(a), 22 N.J.R. 667(a). 

"Track police" changed to "track security". 
Repeal and New Rule, R.1990 d.535, effective November 5, 1990. 
See: 22 N.J.R. 2403(b), 22 N.J.R. 3385(d). 

Former rule contained radio, receiver and transmitter security re-
quirements. 

SUBCHAPTER 23. MEDICATION AND TESTING 
PROCEDURES 

13:71-23.1 Intent of medication rules; general provisions 

(a) It shall be the intent of these rules to protect the 
integrity of horse racing, to guard the health of the horse, 
and to safeguard the interests of the public and racing 
participants through the prohibition and/or control of all 
drugs and/or substances foreign to the natural horse. For 
the purpose of these rules, a drug and/or substance adminis-
tered to a horse is foreign to the natural horse irrespective 
of whether the said drug and/or substance is also naturally 
occurring to the horse. 

(b) On the day of the race, irrespective of the date, time 
and method of administration, no horse entered to start in 
or participating in any race shall carry in its body any drug 
and/or substance foreign to the natural horse, excepting 
external rubs and innocuous compounds as defined in this 
section and as otherwise provided for in these rules. Exam-
ples of drugs and/or substances foreign to the natural horse, 
and thus prohibited pursuant to this section and these rules 
are as follows: 

1. Articles meeting the definition of drug as set forth 
in N.J.A.C. 13:71-4.1; 

2. Chemical substances; 

3. Stimulants; 

4. Depressants; 

5. Anesthetics; 

6. Tranquilizers; 

7. Anti-inflammatories; 

8. Erythropietin (epogen, EPO); 

9. Pain killers; 

10. Sodium bicarbonate (baking soda); 

11. Confectionery sugar; 

12. Stamina builders; and 

13. Mixtures, compounds or solutions commonly re-
ferred to as "milkshakes" which contain any prohibited 
drug and/or substance. 

DEPT. OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

(c) Nothing contained in this section, however, shall be 
construed to prohibit the horse from carrying in its body on 
the day of the race food products resulting from the normal 
and proper diet of a horse not containing prohibited drugs 
and/or substances. 

( d) On the day of the race, except as otherwise provided 
for in these rules, no horse entered t~ start in or participat-
ing in any race shall have administered to it any such drug· 
and/or substance foreign to the natural horse, including as a 
result of administration of an otherwise permissible external 
rub or what would otherwise constitute an innocuous com-
pound. In no event, except for the intravenous administra-
tion of furosemide (Lasix) pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:71-23.8, 
or as may otherwise specifically be authorized by or pursu-
ant to these rules, shall the administration of said excepted 
items be accomplished intravenously, by injection, by jugging 
or drenching, or through the use of a syringe or sharp, dose 
syringe, or tube apparatus. A non-prohibited external rub 
or innocuous compound as defined in this section shall on 
the day of the race be administered only by application on 
the exterior of the horse, except that food constituting the 
normal and proper diet of a horse not containing prohibited 
drugs and/or substances may be ingested by means limited 
to the natural intake of a horse without aid or the assistance 
of any device or apparatus. 

( e) An external rub or innocuous compound is a single 
substance, mixture of substances or compound which does 
not contain any of the 13 examples of prohibited items as • 
!et ~orth inh(b) abovale,hor add1h·t~ohnall1y, an?' other su1 bshta~ce . 
1ore1gn to t e natur orse w 1c a ters its norma p ys10- _ 
logical state. 

Amended by R.1994 d.126, effective March 7, 1994. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 3104(a), 26 N.J.R. 1238(c). 
Amended by R.1995 d.296, effective June 5, 1995. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 1956(b), 27 N.J.R. 2244(a). 

Case Notes 
District court would abstain from reaching merits of harness race-

horse trainers' applications for stays of orders. Bongiorno v. Lalomia, 
D.N.J.1994, 851 F.Supp. 606, affirmed 39 F.3d 1168. 

Fines and suspension of licenses and privileges for extended periods 
ranging from 30 months to 66 months, based on findings that trainers' 
horses had tested positive for drugs were not arbitrary, capricious, 
unreasonable; principles of "trainer responsibility" and "no medi-
cation" were clearly established in law and commission had authority to 
protect integrity of horse racing. New Jersey Racing Com'n v. Elliot, 
290 N.J.Super. 140, 675 A.2d 243 (A.D.1996). 

Rule sets forth the association between the administration of drugs 
and the need to protect horses from them. Gallo v. New Jersey Racing 
Commission, 6 N . .T.A.R. 381 (1983). 

13:71-23.2 Testing 
(a) Any horse entered to start at any licensed race meet-

ing may be subjected to a pre-race and/or post-race blood, 
and/or urine test, at the direction of the State Veterinarian, 
the Judges and/or State Steward, in the manner prescribed 
by the New Jersey Racing Commission. The costs so 
incurred shall be borne by the track association. The cost 
to the track association for testing each sample shall be • 
established by the New Jersey Racing Commission. 

Supp. 2-3-97 71-54 Next Page is 71-54.1 


