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Introdurtnry

ORE than fifteen miles of waterfront humming with industry and com-
m merce and inset with manufacturing plants, railroad terminals, and the
stables of the giant ocean steeds,—this is the prophetic and impressive
face which Hudson County turns toward the great Metropolis on the east
bank of the Hudson. The touch of prophesy lies in the acknowledged pos-
sibility that were the thirteen municipalities of Hudson County to combine,
the unified result would some day give New York City a close race for the
premiership among the industrial cities of the world.

Alexander Hamilton, the man of keen forevision realized this possibility
when he predicted that the greatest city of the world would some day be
located on the west bank of the Hudson. In this he had the history of city
building to back his prophesy, for with few exceptions almost all big cities
have grown up on the west bank of the river.

Hudson County with is thriving municipalities all adjoining each other,
already has 600,000 residents who are wealthier per capita than any other
county in the state, which in the last analysis means that the county is one
of the richest in the country and concentrates probably as much wealth as
any territory of its size in the world. 1In this territory is located with two
exceptions, the terminals of every great railroad running trains west, north
and south. There are the Pennsylvania, the Erie, the Jersey Central, the
Tackawanna and others carrying thousands of passengers and incalculable
tons of freight every day; consequently more freight is handled through or
unloaded here than in New York City.

Huge piers studding the Hudson River front at intervals, mark the des-
tination of such trans-Atlantic steamship lines as the Hamburg-American
with its ocean palaces, the Imperator and the Vaterland; the North German
Lloyd, noted for its luxurious ships and the number of passengers carried
by it, and probably the most popular steamship line in operation; and last
but not the least in importance, the Scandanavian-American, Holland-Amer-
ica, Phoenix, Wilson, and Panama lines, and the Italian Lloyds.

On the river front from Constable Hook in Bayonne to the end of the
county line at Fort Lee, are also located numerous industries of world-wide
fame,—The Standard Oil Works, the Tide Water Oil Co., the largest borax
manufacturing company in the world, the plant of the Babcock & Wilcox
Co., which is known the world over for the boilers it turns out; the Colgate
Soap Co., the machine shops of W. & A. Fletcher Company, the Tietjen &
Lang Dry Docks, beside many others of equal importance.

Numerous other thriving industries are spread throughout the county.

attracted here by reason of geographical location, proximity to the great .

Metropolis of which Hudson County forms an important unit, and because
of excellent shipping facilities by land and water. Rich already in these
things, the opening of the Panama Canal and the completion of the water
highway from the Lake ports to the Atlantic ocean via the Hudson River.
gives promise of greater prosperity for Hudson County..

ROBERT R. STINSON.
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" second largest in population in the state of New Jersey, is bounded on

the east by the Hudson River and New York Bay; on the south by
the Kill von Kull, separating the county from Staten Island; on the west by
Newark Bay and Passaic River; and on the north by Bergen County. It
comprises 43.83 square miles. Nearly half the county, 20.15 square miles.
consists of marsh land. One ridge of hills, called the Bergen Hill and Palisade
Mountain, traverses its entire length from Kill von Kull to Bergen County,
varying in width from one-half to one and one-half miles. From a point just
below Weehawken to Bergen Point, the ridge skirts the Hudson River. The
geological composition is trap rock with underlying sandstone.

Hudson County was formerly a part of Bergen County, but was or-
ganized into a separate municipality in 1840. Its initial history is so closely
interwoven with that of Manhattan Island that one chronicle serves for both
territories. All through the Dutch occupation it was part of New Amsterdam.

The County is named after Henry Hudson who is conceded by the ma-
jority of historians to be the discoverer and explorer of the Hudson River.
It was his trip to this region in the Half Moon in 1609 that turned the atten-
tion of the directors of the Dutch West India Company to the colonization
of the New Netherlands, a plan which materialized in 1623 when the first
permanent agricultural colony was founded in this vicinity. Thirty families
were brought over from Holland on the “New Netherland,” a ship of 260
tons burden. Eight men were left at Manhattan to take possession for the
West India Company. Several families were detailed for a like service to the
castward of Manhattan, and about eighteen families were stationed at Fort
Orange, on the present site of the city of Albany.

There is no record to prove whether, or not, any of the pioneer colonists
ever settled in Hudson County. History, unfortunately, fails to show who
was the first settler in Hudson County. From the wild and barren nature
of the country at that time, however, it is not likely that any colonist had
the temerity to brave nature in such a crude form for several years after the
permanent colony was established on Manhattan.

The eventual settlement of the territory on the west side of the Hudson
can be ascribed to the fact that up to 1629 the Dutch territories in America
were enormously expensive, or in the phraseology of modern finance, were
failing to meet expenses. To attract settlers from the mother country the
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West India Company offered to emigrants the absolute propriety of as much
land as they could “properly” improve in any part of New Netherland other
than Manhattan.

Michael Paauw Stakes First Claim. -

One of those attracted by their offer was Michael Paauw, a director of
the Amsterdam Chamber, who in 1630 staked his claim to the tract known
as Hopogahn-Hackingh, now Hoboken, and all of Staten Island. He later
took possession of “Ahasimus and Aressick,” including the whole neighbor-
hood of “Paulus Hoeck” or Jersey City, to which Paauw gave the name of
Pavonia. It was a wise selection on the part of Paauw, for the Indians used
it as a vantage point from which to ship their peltries directly across the
River to Fort Amsterdam. The territory was so desirable, in fact, that its
acquisition gave rise to much jealousy. In December, 1633 Paauw was sum-
moned to appear before the Assembly of the XIX and was finally forced to
sell his property to the company for 2600 florins.

Almost all of Hudson County was originally included in Bergen Town-
ship, embracing all the territory lying between the Hudson River on the east,
the Hackensack River and Newark Bay on the west, the Kill von Kull Creek
on the south and what is now the north boundary line of Hudson County on
the north. :

This territory was the scene of several Indian massacres. It bore the
brunt of the retaliation of the Indians for William Kieft’s weak and out-
rageous attempt to drive the savages out of the New Netherlands because
of their refusal to pay a tax consisting of wampum, maize and furs.

Kieft was the third director-general of the New Netherlands employed
by the West India Company. Under his orders a squad of soldiers led by a
sergeant rounded the southerly point of Paulus Hoeck, landed near the mouth
of Mill Creek and crept up on the Indians who had no reason to believe
that the Dutchmen were other than their friends and protectors from
the more warlike tribes to the north. The slaughter which prevailed that
night was little short of fiendish. Eighty Indians, including squaws and
papooses, were murdered in cold blood. The vengeance of the Indians was
no less terrible. In 1643 all of Pavonia was laid waste, every house burned
with the exception of the brew-house in Hoboken, and every bouwerie and
plantation destroyed. We read that on October 1, 1643, a band of Indians
burned the house of Jacon Stoffelsen, near what is now the corner of Hen-
derson and Third streets, Jersey City, and killed the squad of soldiers guard-
ing the house.

Aert Tunissen of Hoboken, out on a trading excursion, was killed near
Sandy Hook and his farm afterwards laid waste and his cattle killed.

So complete was the work of devastation that the whole of what is now
New Jersey was restored to its aborigines. It was not until the treaty of
1645 between the Indians and the Dutch gave some assurances of safety, that
a few of the old colonists could be induced to return to their bouweries in
Hudson County.

In 1647, while Petrus Stuyvesant was director-general of the New Neth-
erlands, the Indian troubles broke out afresh. The injustice of the Kielft
massacre still rankled in the breasts of the savages in spite of Stuyvesant’s
humane and conciliatory policy toward them. An Indian girl shot by Hen-
drick Van Dyck, while she was stealing fruit from his orchard near Fort
Amsterdam served as an excuse for the outbreak of a revolt on September I5,
1647. Five hundred warriors in sixty-four canoes, landed at New Amster-
dam, wounded Van Dyck, killed his neighbor, Vandegrist, and were repulsed
by the guard. They crossed the river and again devasted Bergen Township

and its adjoining precincts. All cattle was killed, all houses burned and every

man who did not seek safety in flight killed, with the exception of Michael
Jansen at Communipaw. This work done, the savages devasted Staten Island.

6
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First Settler in Hudson County.

The first houses erected on the west side of the Hudson were two huts
built at Pavonia in 1633 under the direction of Wouter Van Turilles, then
director-general of the New Netherlands. Communipaw, adjoining Jersey
City was one of the earliest settlements in Jersey. As nearly as can be ascer-
tained from the imperfect annals of the time the first settler was Jan Evert-
sen Bout, who came across the river in 1634 as the agent of Michael Paauw.
When the latter was forced to sell his land to the Dutch West India Com-
pany in 1638, Bout bought his farm, including all the upland between Com-
munipaw creek on the south and the meadow on the north.

Up to 1643 no settlement had been made north of Hoboken. At this
place a farm house and a brew house had been built and bouwerie cleared
and planted by Aert Tunissen Van Putten.

At Ahasimus lived Jacob Stoffelsen, who had married the widow of
Cornelius Van Vorst, and was thus the head of the Van Vorst family.
Abraham Isaacsen Plauck and his tenants, Gerrit Dirckson Blauw, Claes
Jansen Van Purmerendt, and Cornelius Arissen, Egbert Woutersen and his
family lived at Jan DeLaecher’s Hoeck or Mill Creek Point. Dirck Streat-
maker lived on the rear of the bluff immediately in the rear of Caven Point,
just where the Central Railroad crosses the Morris Canal

The peninsula of Paulus Hook, on which Jersey City is now situated,
belonged from a remote period to the Van Vorst family. In 1804 it was
vested in Cornelius Van Vorst.

According to George Scott’s book, “The Model of the Government of
New Jersey,” published by him in 1785, there were several plantations on
the Hackensack River. Also “near the mouth of the bay, upon the side of
Overpeck Creek, adjoining to Hackensack River,” says Scott, “several of the
rich valleys were settled by the Dutch; and near Snake Hill is a fine planta-
tion owned by Pinhorne and Eickbe, for half of which Pinhorne is said to
have paid five-hundred pounds.”

The first definite community in the territory now comprising Hudson
County was established at Bergen Village or what is now Jersey City Heights.
After the peace pact entered into between the Dutch and the Indians on
January 22, 1658, several of the old settlers who had been driven from their
homes in Jersey, petitioned the director-general and the council for an ex-

- emption of taxes for a certain length of time so that they might restore their

old farms. The exemption was granted for six years but the director-general
and the council preferred that the people congregate in one village for pur-
poses of protection. This is the origin of the formation of Bergen Village,
the exact date of which is unknown. The place was merely described then
as behind “Gemoenepaen.” There was a small clearing about where Mont-
gomery Street crosses Bergen Avenue which probably had been made by the
Indians and was known then as the “Indian Cornfields” or “Maize Land,”
and after the village was established as “The Old Maize Land.” It is
probable that the position was selected, the village surveyed, laid out and
given a name between August 16th and some time in November, 1660. Bergen
Village evolved from a cluster of log huts 8o feet square and surrounded by
a Palisade. It grew rapidly, and in one year it had become of sufficient im-
portance to merit a local government. Up to 1661 the Court of Burgomasters
and Schepens in New Amsterdam had since its organization in 1652 exer-
cised legal jurisdiction on the west side of the river. Thereafter matters in
controversy in Jersey were to be decided by a local court, subject to the
right of appeal to the director-general and council.

On August 4, 1661, Tielman Van Vleck was appointed sheriff, or “schout”
of Bergen Village—on the same day Director-General Petrus Stuyvesant
granted a charter to the village. Thus was established the first municipal
government and the first court in New Jersey.
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As all familiar with the early history of North America recall, New
Netherlands was captured by the English in 1664 without opposition. Oun
July 29, 1673, the Dutch recaptured it without bloodshed. On February o,
1674, a peace treaty was drawn up between the two countries giving England
possession of New Netherlands. Philip Carteret, who had been made gov-
ernor of New Jersey during the first English occupation of the New Neth-
erlands, was restored to that post.

Under Governor Carteret, Bergen was made the capital of East Jersey,
and the assembly or legislative body met regularly each year in various
cities. In 1714 Robert Hunter, then Governor of New Jersey granted Bergen
a new charter making it a body corporate.

The county of Hudson did not come into existence officially until Feb-
ruary 20, 1840, when the legislature passed an act to this effect. The first
term of the county court was held in Lyceum Hall, on Grand street, Jersey
City, April 14, 1840, with the Hon. Chief Justice Hornblower presiding. His
associates on the bench were Cornelius Van Winkle, Henry Southmayd.
Stephen Garretson and George C. De Kay.

The courts were held in Lyceum Hall until March 11, 1845, when the
new court house in Bergen was dedicated. On May 13, 1840, the Chosen
Board of Freeholders of Hudson County met for the first time in Drayton’s
Hotel, Five Corners.

Hudson County During the Revolution.

On June s, 1774, the Freeholders and inhabitants of Bergen County, of
which Hudson was then a part, passed resolutions at a meeting held at Hack-
ensack in favor of sending delegates to the General Congress of the Colonies.

On July 4, 1776, General Washington ordered General Mercer to throw
up breast works at Paulus Hoeck and station a guard of 500 men there.
This was a stragetic point from which to repel invasion from Staten Island.
A fort, afterwards named DelLancey, was also erected a short distance below
the present canal at Bayonne and General Wadsworth's brigade was sent
over to Bergen, where it was joined by a battalion of Jersey troops.

On July 12, the patriot cannons at Paulus Hoeck opened the first fire
on the English fleet collected in the harbor. On September 15th, when the
British captured New York, a coincident attack was made upon the post at
Paulus Hoeck with less success.

During this time Washington, then headquartered at Harlaem, would
occasionally slip over to the Jersey shore and in company with General
Greene, who had succeeded General Mercer in command on the Jersey shore,
reconnoitre as far as Paulus Hoeck. On September 23, 1776, the British took
Paulus Hoeck, the Americans falling back to Bergen. Outposts remained at
this place, Hoboken, Bull’s Ferry and Hackensack until November 20, 1776,
when Fort Lee, having been evacuated, the Continental troops here followed
Washington to the Hackensack and thence to the Delaware, leaving east
Jersey in possession of the British.

It was in the vicinity of Hackensack in 1776 that Colonel Aaron Burr
first attracted attention by his bravery.

Another notable engagement of the Revolutionary War which occurred
in Hudson County was fought with more humiliating results. This was the
attack on Block House Point, located on the Palisades directly opposite
Fightieth street, New York City. Here a handful of woodchoppers who
were engaged in cutting wood for the English army across the river, repulsed
a force of colonial soldiers twenty-five times as large, under General Wayne,
the hero of Stony Point.

Hudson County in the Civil War.

Patriotic feeling ran high in the county at the outbreak of the civil war.
Banks and individuals of means vied in their efforts to advance money for
the needs of the Union. The Mechanics and Traders Bank of Jersey City
pledged itself for $25,000; the Bank of Jersey City $10,000 and the Hoboken
City Bank $11,000. The Misses Sophia and Esther Stevens placed $1,000
each at the government’s disposal.

Nor was the county behind hand in answering President Lincoln’s call
for troops. One of the first regiments to be mustered in was the Second of
New Jersey, raised entirely in Hudson County. This regiment was raised
and equipped by a war committee of five, headed by Major Cornelius Van
Vorst of Jersey City. John Griffiths and Benjamin G. Clarke, members of
the committee, made themselves personally liable for the debt of $30,000
incurred in uniforming the regiment. The debt was later met by the citizens
of the county. The Second Regiment served nine months and was mustered
out of service. Hudson County also contributed a company or two to the
First, Fifth, Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, Thirteenth, Twenty-first, and Thirty-
third regiments of New Jersey, all of which saw active service in the war.

Hexamer’s Battery, known as Battery A, Captain William Hexamer, was
recruited in Hoboken. It participated in the battle of West Point, Va,
Mechanicsville, Chantilly, Antietam and other memorable engagements. It
was composed largely of Germans.

Educational Interests of Hudson County.

In the educational sphere Hudson County boasts one institution which
ranks second, if not first, in its line in the country. This is the Stevens In-
stitute of Technology, in Hoboken, which was founded by the late Edwin A.
Stevens. The institute teaches mechanical and electrical engineering. Con-
nected with it is the Stevens Preparatory School.

Other institutions of prominence are the Hoboken Academy, organized
in 1860, Hasbrouck Institute, now part of the public school system in Jersey
City, St. Peter’s College, excellent high schools and a number of private
schools in various parts of the county.

9
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Jermey Uity

URMOUNTING a number of obstacles that would have stunted the
g growth of any other city in its incipiency, Jersey City has grown from
a strip of farming land with a population of 13 in 1802, to a thriving
community with a population of 300,885. Nor has it yet come into its own.
Located ideally as a centre of transportation, it is now the focal point
of a huge fan of railroad tracks running north, south and west. Its river
front is hemmed with busy wharfs, while tubes and ferries link it with New
York City which can be reached in three minutes. Its heart throbs with
industry and sends an ever increasing flow of commodities into the arteries
of trade radiating to all parts of the world. As a manufacturing centre it
stands among the first cities of the country.

No wonder then that statisticians, with plausible figures to back them,
predict a population of 745,374 in 1936, insisting that their estimate is a con-
servative one.

A peep into Jersey City's early history makes the fact of its present im-
portance seem an unreality. Until the beginning of the 19th century, Jersey
City, or what is now Jersey City, was used as farming land. The entire

CHRIST HOSPITAL, JERSEY CITY, N. J.

population of thirteen was gathered in one house with outbuildings, on
Paulus Hook. For over one hundred years this property consisting of
meadows and a bit of upland, had been in the possession of the Van Vorst
family. In 1746 Cornelius Van Vorst built a ferry to New York and in 1769
laid out a race track on his property.

Even in its early days Jersey City, by virtue of its strategic position,
was a centre of transportation. Here the “Flying Machine,” a springless
wagon began its three days’ journey to Philadelphia. This was succeeded
by the stage wagon, which left Philadelphia on Monday, reached Trenton
that day, arrived in Elizabethtown on Tuesday and Paulus Hook on Wed-
nesday. Charles H. Winfield, in his monograph on the “Founding of Jersey
City,” says that at one time as many as twenty stages entered Paulus Hook

a day.
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On March 26, 1804, the Van Vorst property was conveyed to Anthony
Dey, representative of New York moneyed interests, in return for a perpetual
annuity of 6oco milled dollars, secured by an irredeemable mortgage. The
tract contained 117 acres bounded by the Hudson River, Harsimus Bay,
Communipaw Bay and a straight line between the two bays. The Van Vorst
title to it had been approved by Alexander Hamilton and Josiah Ogden
"Hoffman, for which legal service the lawyers received a princely fee of $100.

The capitalists for whom Dey bought the property, cut it up into lots
and advertised it for sale, hoping to build up a thriving community in short
order. But they found themselves confronted by two formidable obstacles
which for a time threatened to disrupt their plans. These were the Van Vorst
mortgage and the claim of New York City to jurisdiction over the lands
under the Hudson westward to low water mark on the Jersey shore. United
States District Court Judge Robert Troup of New York and Recorder Richard
Harrison of New York City, had decided in favor of this contention, but in
the nick of time the Common Council of New York City passed a resolution
assuring the proprietors of Paulus Hook that the city did not wish to oppose
the land project. The resolution added that the improvements “would greatly
tend to the convenience of the inhabitants of this city in case of the return
of the epidemic” (small pox).

WHERE THE BOULEVARD CROSSES OVER THE PENNSYLVANTA RAILROAD

The Jersey Company Formed.

The resolution served to reassure all concerned that the wharves along
Paulus Hook would not have to be rebuilt under the direction of New York
City, and the promotion of the land project was resumed. On October 1T,
1804, certain “articles of association” were entered into between the original
proprietors and certain associates. On the 10th of November, 1804, the
capitalists were incorporated by. the legislature under an act entitled “An
act to incorporate the associates of the Jersey Company.” The statute had
been drawn up by Alexander Hamilton and conferred on the associates prac-
tically all of the powers of local government. Some of the more prominent
associates and the amount of shares held by each in the enterprise were:
Jacob Radcliffe, Mayor of New York City, 100 shares; Joseph Bloomfield,
governor of New Jersey, 20 shares; Richard Varick, a former attorney general
of New York State, 100 shares; Alexander G. McWhorter, 30 shares; An-

e
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thony Dey, 100 shares; J. N. Cumming, 50 shares; William Halsey, 50 shares;
Elisha Bondinot, 15 shares; Samuel Boyd, 40 shares; Arch. Gracie, 40 shares;
John B. Coles, 20 shares; David Bogden, 20 shares.

Nine of these associates were, by the articles of incorporation, to be made
rustees with the power to conduct and manage the affairs of the company
and to sell the property and appoint all necessary officers. Each associate
had one vote for each share he held in the company.

All sorts of inducements were held out to get purchasers of lots. Lots
were offered free, in some cases, except for ground rent and surveyors’ fees,
to those who agreed to put up buildings above a certain value. In other
cases the purchase price of a lot was reduced if the buyer began the erection
of a building worth $500 or over within one year after the purchase. An effort
was made to get Robert Fulton to transfer his shipyard in the town. This
cffort was successful by reason of an offer of one block of land for $1000,
payable in five years without interest. Here he made his first attempt to
introduce the use of steam power into ferry and other vehicles.

CARTERET CLUB HOUSE, JERSEY CITY, N. J.

The associates had shade trees planted in the streets, reserved land for
a shipyard, for churches, a school and a public market, and to encourage the
increase of the supply of pure water, contributed toward the cost of digging
wells. In 1805 they negotiated for the erection of a hotel which was after-
wards known as the Hudson House and now forms part of Colgate’s soap
factory.

Jersey City Incorporated.
But in spite of all these inducements the colony did not prosper and we
read that at the end of 30 years after the beginning of the enterprise the

population showed an increase of less than fifty a year. The three main
elements in the retardation of its growth were the old Van Vorst mortgage,

13
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ferry and the ground rent from some of the lots which were sold under that
condition ; also from time to time the bugaboo of New York’s claim to Jerse .
land under water kept reasserting itself, and thirdly the form of governmen)*
was unpopular since it conferred on the associates too much power allowim:
them through their board of trustees to levy taxes and inflict penalties when
the l%1}dd(?\v11ell's refused to abide by their laws. b .
fmding themselves unable, under these conditi carr ir
8111])1’[1011.5 plans the trustees applied to the legislatur(emisn tIOSILQalflo}; ;)ul;letrhiclil—
corporating the town. Such an enactment was passed on January 20 of that
vear, entitled “An act to incorporate the city of Jersey in Bergen County.”
.?.n. the body of the act the name was changed to Jersey City. Even unge':r
this act, however, the associates still held the balance of pdwer and were
able to dictate concerning tax levies. The “Board of Selectmen of Jersey

HUDSON COUNTY BOULEVARD, JERSEY CITY, N. J.

City,” consisting of five freeholders or inhabitants were more or less figure-
heads. Consequently this form of municipal government was also unpopular
and on January 23, 1829, an amendation act was passed, under which the
Board of Selectmen, consisting of seven members, were allowed to raise
money by tax not exceeding $300 in any one year unless by consent of tlﬁe
freeholders and other taxable inhabitants. Although this sum sounds
ridiculously small it was opulent compared with the amounts obtained b‘f
the old board when the associates had the say. ’

Things began to improve perceptibly after that, especially when in 1834
the rights of Jersey to land under water were established in a treaty with
New York. Then transportation facilities, such as they were then, began to
mcrease. The New Jersey Railroad with its “passenger car VVa,shington”
established its terminus in Jersey City, carrying passe;gers to Newark and
then extending in the direction of Philadelphia. Then there was the Paterson
and Hudson River Railroad, with three cars havine a capacity of thirty
passengers each and drawn by “fleet and gentle horses.” In 1836 the Morris
Canal was opened for traffic from Newark.

14

fof the purchase of Paulus Hook, Jersey City was incorporated. This was
on February 22, 1838. Henceforth the powers of government were to be
vested in a mayor and a common council. This new charter established the
community as a unit, separate from the Township of Bergen of which it had

always been a part.

Consolidation.

But all this story so far concerns only the acorn from which the oak of
the city, as it stands today, sprang. The best description of the territorial
growth of Paulus Hook, or the original Jersey City is afforded in the follow-
ing passage from Charles H. Winfield’s “Monograph on the Founding of
Jersey City.”

The first addition of territory to the original bounds of Powles Hook
brought within the jurisdiction of Jersey City, was made March 8th, 1839.
Then the westerly boundary of the city was extended to the centre line of
Grove street.

AMERICAN TYPE FOUNDRY, JERSEY CITY, N. J.

The second enlargement was made March 27th, 1851, when Jersey City
and the Township of Van Vorst were consolidated. This Township was on
the Island of Ahasimus, and with Powles Hook and the territory annexed
thereto in 1839, covered the whole island. This island was surrounded on
the east by Hudson’s River, and on the other three sides by Mill Creek, from
Jan de Lacher’s Hook on the south around by Point of Rocks and the foot
of the Hill at Newark Avenue, thence winding through the meadows to the
Hudson at the boundary line between Jersey City and Hoboken on the north.
The northerly part of this stream was generally called Harsimus Creek.

In 1870, the cities of Hudson, Bergen and Jersey City were consolidated

under the last name.
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The City of Hudson was incorporated April 11th, 1855, and covered all
the territory lying on the Heights, and extending to the Hackensack River
on the west, between the Pennsylvania Railroad on the south, and the Town
of West Hoboken on the north. -

The City of Bergen was incorporated March 11th, 1868, and covered all
the territory between the Pennsylvania Railroad on the north, the Township
of Greenville on the south, the Hackensack River on the west, and Mill Creek
and Hudson’s River on the east. Within these bounds were the once fortified
villages of Communipaw and “het dorp Bergen in t'nieuw maislandt.”

In 1873, the Township of Greenville, covering all the territory between
the Cities of Bergen and Bayonne, and the New York and Hackensack Bays
was added to Jersey City. To-day all of these smaller cities make up the
present city of Jersey City. -

Prosperous Up-to-Date Community.

On the western slope of the Bergen section in the Jersey City of today
is laid out the beautiful West Side Park covering 208 acres. Its construc-
tion by the Hudson County Park Commission cost $1,250,000. There are
nine city parks with an area of 39.T0. They are River View, Bay View.
Teonard J. Gordon, Hamilton, Columbia, Mary Benson, Lafayette, Van Vorst
and Washington.

In handsome public buildings Jersey City is not lacking. It boasts a City
Hall that cost $goo,000; the Free Public Library, $360,000; the new City
Hospital, $350,000, including the price of the site; the new High School,
$400,000; the People’s Palace, donated by Joseph Milbank to the First Con-
gregational Church, $400,000, and a number of other structures of modern
design. \
~ In the way of educational facilities there are thirty-one public schools,
ten Roman Catholic Parochial Schools, the High School, Hasbrouck Institute.
(now part of the High School system), St. Peter’s College, St. Aloysius
Academy and the German-American School.

For every 2,079 people in Jersey City there is one church making a total
of 122 houses of worship. .

These facts when correlated present a picture of a thriving, up-to-date
city which contrasts oddly with the scenes that must have prevailed less
than a century ago when the associates prevailed on the legislature to pass
a law keeping the streets clear of pigs, sheep. ducks and dogs.

Jersey City is the only city in Hudson County (1914) operating under
the Commission Form of Government, it having adopted the Walsh Act in
1913. Great things have been predicted for Jersey City under this new form of
government, and while it is hardly possible at this early day to claim that
tangible benefits have been derived, there has been a marked increase in the
interest displayed by all classes of citizens, in the city’s welfare. The try-out
of this new method of government will, however, be watched with great
interest by the entire county.
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LTHOUGH Castle Point may have been seen by some of the early
A navigators who, it is claimed, entered the Hudson River during the
sixteenth century, no record of it appears until the memorable voyage
of Henry Hudson. After this daring navigator had ascended his river for
one hundred and fifty miles, he returned toward its mouth, and, in consequence
of an encounter with the Indians on Manhattan Island, anchored the Half
Moon in Weehawken Cove, on October 2, 1609, where the serpentine rocks
of the neighboring point made such an impression upon Robert Juet, the
mate, that he says in his log: “Within a while after, we got downe two leagues
beyond that place, and anchored in a Bay, cleere from all danger of them on
the other side of the river, where we saw a good piece of ground; and hard
by it there was a Cliffe, that looked of the colour of white greene, as though
it were either Copper, or Silver Myne; and I think it to be one of them, by
the trees that grow upon it. For they are all burned, and the other places
are greene as grasse.”
From that date Castle Point has occupied a place in history.

ENTRANCE TO STEAMSHIP PIERS, HOBOKEN, N. ]J.

Origin of the Name “ Hoboken.”

But long before Hudson’s day, the island of which it formed a part, and
which is now the city of Hoboken, was known to the aboriginal inhabitants
of the country who, even if they had no permanent settlement there, must
have visited it frequently, for there they procured the stone from which they
fashioned their pipe bowls. On this account they called the place “ Hopoghan
Hackingh,” or “ Land of the Tobacco Pipe.”

First Recorded Deed of the City.

In the first recorded deed in the annals of New Netherland, “the land
called Hobocan Hackingh” is conveyed by its Indian owners, on July 12,
1630, to the Director and Council of New Netherland, who were acting on
behalf of Michael Pauw, Burgomaster of Amsterdam, Lord of Achtienhoven,
and one of the members of the Dutch West India Company. Pauw also
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York Bay from Weehawken to, and including, Staten Island, and became the
“patroon” of this region, which he named “ Pavonia.” As far as known,
Pauw never came to America, and as the other members of the West India
Company objected to his monopoly of the lands across the Hudson from
Manhattan Island, he finally sold out his interest in Pavonia to the company
in 1634 or 1635.

Early Settlement.

An agent of Pauw, named Cornelius Van Vorst, settled at Ahasimus, in
what is now Jersey City (where his descendants live to this day), and his
son, Hendrick Van Vorst, was probably the first white occupant of Hoboken,
although he appears to have had only a farm there and no house, as he
probably lived at his father’s in Ahasimus. He returned to Holland in the
summer of 1639 and there he died, and the next year Director-General Kieft,
the governor of New Netherland, leased Hoboken to Aert Teunissen Van
Putten and agreed to build a small house there. Van Putten improved the
place, started farming, and erected a brew-house, but on the outbreak of
war with the Indians in 1643 he was killed while on a trading expedition to
Sandy Hook, and his farm was laid desolate and all his buildings burned,
except the brewery, which was still standing in 1649.

UPPER HUDSON STREET, HOBOKEN, N. J.

In 1645, Van Putten’s widow married Sybout Claesen, a carpenter in
New Amsterdam, and they laid claim to Hoboken, but Governor Kieft did
not allow their claim and leased the island to Dierck Claesen, from Bremen,
who afterwards abandoned the place; so that at the end of the year 1649 it
lay unoccupied. Nicholas Varleth acquired an interest in Hoboken a few
years later, and in 1663 he received a formal grant of the land from Governor
Peter Stuyvesant, which was confirmed to him by Governor Carteret-in
1668, after the English conquest.

The Bayards Come Into Possession.

Varleth, in 1665, had married Anna, the sister of Goyernor Stuyvesgnt
and the widow of Samuel Bayard. On Varleth’s death, in 1675, his heirs
succeeded to his estate, and from them the Hoboken property was acquired
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tinued in possession of Hoboken until the Revolutionary War, and improved
the estate. In the time of William Bayard the last of his immediate family
to own Hoboken, his mansion stood on Castle Point, and near it were many
farm buildings, while around were beautiful gardens, fine orchards, meadows
and other farm lands. It was said, “a better fishing place for catching shad,
etc., there is not on the North River, with plenty of oysters in the creek and
before the door.” In such a paradise Mr. Bayard spent his summers and
entertained with large hospitality. Among his guests were Mr. Quincy, of
Massachusetts, in 1773, and the delegates from that State to the Continental
Congress, in 1775.

Hoboken During the Revolutionary War.

At the beginning of the Revolution, William Bayard was on the side of
the colonies, and even served on a Committee of Fifty Whig sympathizers
with Jay, Lewis and other patriots. But when the British captured New
York, in 1776, he thought that the American cause was a lost one, and went
over to the British side, even joining the King’s army, in which he had the
rank of colonel. His farm at “Hoebuck” was a prey to both sides during the

VIEW OF HUDSON STREET AND PORTION OF STEVENS CAMPUS

war. In 1778 some of the Light Horse of Washington’s ‘army raided the
place and carried off a great number of cattle, and in August, 1780, it was
completely laid waste and all the buildings burned, except a small one near
the ferry, by a party of Americans.

Hoboken came near seeing the capture of Benedict Arnold, for “Light
Horse Harry” Lee, with three dragoons and three led horses, waited there
many hours one autumn night in 1780, hoping that Sergeant John Champe
would succeed in his bold plan of kidnapping the traitor in New York, and
bringing him across the river, but owing to a sudden change of Arnold’s
headquarters the plan miscarried.

As he had taken up arms against his country, Bayard’s Hoboken estate
was confiscated by the State of New Jersey, and at the close of the Revolution
was ordered to be sold at public auction. Hearing of the proposed sale,
General von Steuben, who did so much to drill the Revolutionary Army into
shape and make it an effective fighting machine, wrote to Governor William
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Livingston, of New Jersey, and asked if he might not buy the estate before
it was auctioned off, for he had evidently taken a great fancy to it. In reply
Livingston wrote him that, although he “ scarcely knew a gentleman on the
whole Continent whom our Assembly would take a greater pleasure in oblig-
ing than Baron Steuben,” yet the Assembly could not, without passing a new
special law in his favor, withdraw the estate from public sale, and that this
would establish a bad precedent and give rise to much jealousy. Baron
Steuben’s only course, then, would be to buy the property at the auction
through an agent, if unable to attend himself. Governor Livingston then
added this piece of friendly advice, which will be appreciated by all summer
sojourners in Hoboken: “ But if you never were on the spot yourself in the
months of July, August and September, and 1 thought myself at liberty to
obtrude my advice upon you, I would say that considering how often you

VIEW OF HUDSON COUNTY PARK, HOBOKEN, N. J.

are exposed to loss of blood in the way of your profession as a Soldier, 1
would dissuade you from putting it in the power of the Mosquitoes at Hoe-
buck to augment the effusion, for never did I set foot on a place where that
troublesome and venomous little volatile, during those months, swarmed

in greater abundance.” ' .
In General von Steuben’s answer to this epistle, he seems to feel hurt at

the refusal of his request, and perhaps at the rather trifling tone of the
Governor’s letter, and, at any rate, he withdraws his application and appears

to have made no further attempt to acquire Hoboken. :
Purchased by Colonel John Stevens.

The auction sale was held on March 16, 1784, and the Bayard estate was

bought by Colonel John Stevens for about $90,000. Colonel Stevens was-

born in 1749 and belonged to a family already distinguished in New Jersey.
His grandfather had come to New York in the early part of the eighteenth
century as a law officer of the Crown and had afterwards resided in Perth
Amboy, at one time the leading town of East Jersey. His father became
vice-president of the Council of New Jersey, president of the Council of East
Jersey Properties, president of the New Jersey State Convention which ratified
the Constitution of the United States, and held various other positions of
honor and dignity, and he married Elizabeth Alexander, a sister of William

Alexander, who laid claim to the Earldom of Sterling and was a famous
general in the Revolutionary Army. Colonel John himself was an officer in
the same army, and was also treasurer of the State of New Jersey during
the greater part of the war.

The engineering achievements of Colonel John Stevens and his sons
have been so often recounted that it is not necessary to enlarge upon them here.

Hoboken As a Pleasure Resort.

As many as twenty thousand people from New York would cross the
ferry in a single day to spend a few hours on the Green, along the River Walk,
and in the Elysian Fields. There were delightful occupations and entertain-
ments for all ages and classes. Among the popular attractions were “aerial
ways,” a circular railway, and a primitive form of Ferris wheel. Refresh-
ments of all kinds were to be had at the “76 House,” near the ferry, (part of
which was the only one of Colonel Bayard’s buildings left after the confla-
gration of 1780), at the “Colonade,” a pavilion erected by Colonel Stevens in
the Elysian Fields in 1830, and at many other places.

The visitor, on arriving by the ferry, would be landed at the foot of a
little hill, on which stood the “ 76 House,” a little to the south of what is now

KEUFFEL & ESSER COMPANY, HOBOKEN, N. J.

Newark street, between Hudson and Washington streets. North of the “76
House” was the beautiful lawn known as “ The Green,” which sloped from
Washington street down to the river and was bounded on the north by First
street. Here the visitor might spend his hours enjoying the pleasant scene
or indulging in some of the many amusements which were all around for his
entertainment, but if he desired to find a quieter spot or explore the natural
beauties of the place, there was a path, lined with fine old elms, which led
toward Castle Point and then turned off to the shore, where it ran between
the cliffs and the river’s edge, and was known as the River Walk. Until north
of the Point, it led into the Elysian Fields, where tall trees stood in a fine,
park-like expanse which extended from the present location of Tenth street
to the Cove at Fifteenth street, and from Willow avenue to the river. In
the early part of the nineteenth century this part of Hoboken was known by
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the less classical name of “ Turtle Grove,” for here the epicurean members
of the “Hoboken Turtle Club” assembled to enjoy their succulent dinners.

Just north of the spot where Castle Point projects farthest into the river
is a hollow in the cliff, called Sybil's Cave, in which is a spring of water and
which was one of the most popular resorts. This place gained great notoriety
at the time of the mysterious death of Mary Rogers, the “ beautiful cigar girl,”
whose body was found in the river near by. She had left her home in New
York, where she was widely known and greatly admired, on a Sunday morn-
ing and was not seen again by her family until her body was found
days afterwards. The mystery of her murder, which caused the greatest
sensation of the day, was never completely solved, but her fate led Edgar
Allan Poe to write the story of “The Mystery of Marie Roget,” in which all
the circumstances of Mary Rogers’ death are minutely recounted, with the
exception that the scenes are laid in Paris instead of in New York and
Hoboken, and the case is analyzed with a mastery unequaled by any of the
modern writers of detective stories.

A Proposed Public Park.

Colonel Stevens did all in his power to preserve the natural beauty of
Hoboken and to add to its attractiveness, but he realized that with its near-
ness to New York and its convenience for commerce, the inroads of business
would, sooner or later, destroy its charms, unless the place could be reserved

HUDSON COUNTY PARK, HOBOKEN, N. J.

as a public park. He therefore drew up a scheme by which the City of New
York was to acquire the shore front of Hoboken as well as the ferry. It 1s
doubtful if this plan was published at the time, but it is of interest in giving
an insight to the character and amazing foresight of Colonel Stevens.

Suggested as a Part of New York City.

He proposed that a number of pavilions should be erected, and that
“ every effort should be resorted to, to render them the most finished speci-
mens of architectural beauty and elegance.” He thought that nothing could
nave a more powerful tendency to elevate the mass of the people than the
free intercourse of all classes amid such beautiful surroundings. He believed
that the revenue from the ferries would increase enormously with the growth
of New York, and make their acquisition a most profitable one for the city.
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In case, however, the Corporation of New York is unable to supply the
requisite capital at once, he said that “two gentlemen of undoubted credit”
(John Jacob Astor and Dr. David Hosack) offer to finance the scheme. And
he himself was willing to “ superintend gratis all operations necessary for
carrying the contemplated improvements into effect.”

A Scheme Which Almost Altered Our History.

One more instance of Colonel John Stevens’s far-sighted genius must be
cited: He drew up a project for an elevated railway, to start from the Battery
in New York, pass up Greenwich or Washington street until opposite Hobo-
ken, when it was to turn and cross the Hudson river to Hoboken, and continue
over Bergen Hill to Little Falls on the Passaic river. Another account of
this project says that the railway was to go all the way to Philadelphia and
Washington. The Hudson river bridge was to carry passengers and teams,
as well as the railway, and was to serve also as an aqueduct to convey pure
Jersey water to New York.

Development of the Ferry.;

A history of Hoboken can scarcely be completely disassociated from
the name of Stevens—to this family the city owes much. It was here on
this ferry in 1811, that John Stevens ran the first steam ferryboat, the
Julianna, his own invention, and the first steam ferryboat in the world.

In Blunt’s Strangers’ Guide to New York, 1817, we find this notice:

TO HOBOKEN.

“A steam ferry boat sails from the bottom of Murray street every half
hour from sunrise to sunset. Fare 1 shilling.

“Carriages from $1.00 to $1.50.

“A eail boat for the same place starts from the bottom of Spring Street.
[Fare 12%4¢.”

It is interesting to know that for some time these boats were run by the
clock in the steeple of St. Paul’s Church. In those days the ferry landing
was at Vesey street. In 1817 it was moved to Murray street, and in 1818 to
Barclay street, its present site.

John Stevens died in 1838 and was succeeded by his son, Robert L.
Stevens. who was considered one of the greatest American engineers of his
day. He not only built machinery for steamboats, but modeled their hulls
as well, and he succeeded in attaining unheard of speeds with them. He did
not confine his attention to steamboats alomne, but was most successful as a
designer of yachts, and his masterpiece, the Maria, launched in 1845, at
Hoboken, was the fastest sailing craft afloat and could more than hold her
own with most of the steam vessels of her time.

A Resort for Notable New Yorkers.

John Jacob Astor, known as the richest American of his time, became a
resident of Hoboken, taking up his abode in the Astor Villa, a building which
still stands (though greatly altered) on the southwest corner of Washington
and Second streets. He mingled freely with the throngs of pleasure seekers
who frequented the “Green” and “ River Walk.”

William Cullen Bryant referred to this “River Walk” as one of the most
beautiful in America. Here, too, came Madam Jumel, a noted figure of the
early history of New York. Fitz-Greene Halleck, the poet and wit, also
spent much of his time here. Washington Irving and Martin Van Buren,
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too, often crossed on the ferry to visit their friend, Astor, at his palatial
mansion on the “ Green.”

The millionaire and his literary friend were often seen driving or walking
in Hoboken, and they were both very popular in a score of Dutch homesteads
about town. '

Not only to Halleck, Irving and Bryant have the woods of Castle Point
and the Elysian Fields furnished inspiration; but many of the actors and
authors familiar to Old New York, could be seen daily strolling along the
river bank or in the sylvan solitudes of Hoboken’s forest glades,

The March of Commerce.

But the perfection of the steam ferryboat, and the advent of the steamship
decided the future of Hoboken and slowly but surely its rural beauties disap-
peared before the march of commerce. All that remains to us now of its
former beauty are the present grounds at Castle Point, most of which have
been recently acquired by Stevens Institute and thus fortunately preserved
to the generations of the future. On the “River Walk” if one cares to in-
vestigate Sybil’s Cave may still be seen, but access to it can be gained only
by courtesy of the proprietor of the café which is built at the foot of the bluft
—as the cave itself is entirely hidden by the building. It is used as a sort of
wine cellar at present.

On Bloomfield street, between Eleventh and Twelfth in the plot of ground
owned by Mr. F. G. Himpler, one may still see several large trees, the last of
the wooded splendor of the Elysian Fields: “The picturesque village” on the
banks of the Hudson opposite New York has given way to the “Mile Square
City” that shelters 76,000 people of every known race and creed, and whose
occupations are more diversified than in any city of America.

The shore-front along which Hudson coasted in his little Half Moon
three hundred and two years ago, and which later witnessed the development
of the steamboat, and still later, the speed contests between many of America’s
fleetest sailing yachts, is now the docking place for some of the largest steam-
ships afloat—here, too, a large proportion of the merchandise which enters
and leaves the port of New York is handled—while the great tide of travel
ebbs and flows unceasingly.

Our city is rich in memory and tradition from Henry Hudson down, and
it is associated closely with the beginning and development of so much that
has made America what it is to-day—the steamboat, the railroad, the iron-
clad warship and the fleet pleasure yacht; such a city should command a
place in the affection of every inhabitant.

Outline of Events.

No less interesting is the history of the city’s rapid growth in population
and industries—though nothing more than a brief outline can be attempted
here.

Hoboken’s existence as an incorporated city began on March 28, 1855; at
that time the population numbering 6,727 ; we celebrated our semi-centennial
in 1905 with 65,468 population. After its creation as a city the events of
importance might be set in order as follows—in 1855 the first stage route
was established ; in 1857 the first water mains were laid; in 1858 School No. 1
was opened.

The first year of the Civil War saw horse cars on Washington street. In
1862 Number 2 School was opened; in 1863 came the construction of the
Erie Railroad, and the riots in connection therewith. The Hamburg-American
Line was also established here in the same year. In 1865 the establishment
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3, and Stevens Institute—in the late seventies, the improvement of Hudson
and Church Squares and the building of Number 4 School. ' _

In the eighties the elevator lift and elevated road were built to the Hill;
the city fathers moved into the new City Hall; then came the construction
of the West Shore Railroad along the Hillside, the opening of the 14th Street
Ferry, the organization of the Second National Bank, and the opening of
School No. 5. o

In the years between 1890 and 1900 we note the organization of the
Hudson Trust, the building of School No. 6, the organization of the paid
Fire Department, the construction of the Hudson County Boulevard, the
horse cars superseded by the trolley, No. 7 School dedicated, the Trust Com-
pany of N. J. formed and the elevator lift at 19th street put in operation.

The years from 1900 to the present time are marked by the g:stabhshment
of the Hudson Trust, the inception of the Board of Trade, opening of School
No. 8, the formation of the Jefferson Trust Co., the completion of School No.
9, the opening of the Hudson Tunnels, the completion of the new ferry
ferminal and Lackawanna Station, the Hudson-Fulton Celebration and the
opening of the new High School, and but recently the completion of new
School No. 1 and the organization of the Columbia and Steneck Trust Com-
panies and the erection of the Factory Terminal loft building, the first of a
series of terminal factory buildings to be constructed in units and which when
completed will enable the city of Hoboken to offer industrial advantages
unequalled anywhere in the country.
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Bayonne

a9 AYONNE, originally part of Bergen Township, was made an indepen-
iﬁ dent municipality by legislative enactment in 1857. © Messrs. A. D.
Mellick, Jacob A. Van Horn, Jacob M. Vreeland, Hartman Vreeland
and Egbert Wauters were appointed to serve on the first commission to
survey and lay out streets and avenues. Then Bayonne occupied a strip of
land extending from 3oth Street to 38th Street and from New York Bay to
Newark Bay. It was first designated as the Township of Bayonne.

The name Bayonne was taken from the French city of the same name
and was unquestionably selected because of the situation of the new munici-
pality between two bays. '

‘ For a considerable period of its history Bayonne had to contend with
cerious obstacles in the building up of its population. Up to the beginning
of the Civil War in 1861, it is doubtful whether there were more than foutl"
or five hundred people residing there. In 1870 the population was 3,834; in
1880, 9,372; in 1885, 13,006; in 1890, 19,033; in 1900, 32,722; in 1905,,42.0’00'
and 1910, 55,345. Even today Bayonne has not come into the full prospérit\:
or populative strength justified by her enviable natural advantages. The
real growth of the city dates back to 1869 when it was chartered. ‘

On Van Boskerck’s Point, a strip of rolling land of sandy character with
marshes intervening which jutted into New York Bay to the north of Con-
stable Hook, was built the first house in Bayonne. It was the home of one
branch of the Van Boskerck family “who, generation after generation, tilled
the soil as farmers, assisted by slave labor, and marketed their surplu’s pro-
ducts at the growing city of New York.” They made the trip in what was
known as a “pieranza,” a type of boat somewhat similar to a schooner without
jib or topsails. The old homestead remained in the Van Boskerck family
until it and the land surrounding was purchased by the Standard Oil Company

Constable Hook, at the mouth of the Kill von Kull, and lying opposiié
New Brighton, S. I., was granted to Jacobson Roy, a gunner of Fo?t Amster-
dam. It derived its name from the fact that Konstable was the title for
gunner and Hocke meant Point—hence Constable Hook, or Gunner’s Point.
It contained about 300 acres and has since grown to be the nucleus of a
thriving cluster of oil and other industries. Roy received a patent for the
lands in March, 1646, and in 1654 patents were issued for lands between
Gemonepas and the Kilvankol. 'Within this grant was Pamrapo, then called
Pemrepogh, now a portion of the Third ward of Bayonne. '

Early Growth Retarded.

As one monograph on the founding of Bayonne says, “The early growth
of the settlement” was much retarded by the unfriendly attitude of the In-

dians who had been incensed by the treatment they had received from the
Dutch at New Amsterdam.

“The barbarous attacks upon the isolated farm houses scattered over
this territory compelled the inhabitants to fly for shelter to New Amsterdam,
and their houses were burned and cattle driven off. For a number of years
it was unsafe for them to return to their farms and rebuild—after the troubles
with the Indians had subsided, this section of the country became again
inhabitated by the farm owners and by others who came with them, until
clusters of houses, built near each other for mutual protection, formed them-
selves into villages or hamlets. Gradually the Indian disappeared from this
locality, withdrawing to the interior where he could not be molested by the
intrusive white. The forests were cleared and as farms were extended the
population increased.”

Again in the “Cholera year” in the early 30’s the population was deci-
mated. The contagion in this locality was explained by some as the result
of the throwing overboard from plague stricken ships in the harbor, bedding
or other articles which were carried into the shore by the tide.

Bayonne was divided into four settlements, at this time, one at Bergen
Point near the Staten Island ferry which was at first propelled by horse
power ; another and possibly the oldest settlement, at Constable Hook where
about five or six families clustered; the third at Centreville where a number
of houses were grouped around the country store, located near what is now
the corner of 22nd street and Avenue D or Broadway; and the fourth at
Pamrepough.

One of the features of the settlement at Constable Hook was the old
tidal mill located on a tidal creek near the present site of the Oxford Copper
Company’s Works. Here were ground the wheat, rye and buckwheat of
the farms of Bergen Neck and Staten Island. It was known as Terhune’s
Mill.

The first factory to be erected in this district was the Bergen Point
Copper Company, prior to 1848—"“now,” as one historian says, “The whole
Hook is covered with the tanks and stills of the Standard Oil Company.”

On Constable Hook in the early days were gathered the farms of the
Vreelands, Van Buskirks and Terhunes.

The earliest inhabitants subsisted at first by trading with the Indians,
farming where lands could be easily cleared, and fishing and oystering. As
the timber land was gradually cleared away agriculture became the staple
industry, the commons, or common land being turned over to the residents
for cattle grazing purposes.

Bayonne During the Revolution and the Civil War Periods.

When Admiral Howe’s fleet came to anchor off the mouth of the Kill
von Kull in the Revolution, Bayonne, or that district which is now Bayonne,
hecame a stragetic point in the movements of the Colonial troops. General
Mercer, fearing an attack from Staten Island, where the British troops had
heen landed from the warships, placed a guard of 500 men at Bergen Neck
on July 4, 1776. Later this force was augumented by part of the Pennsyl-
vania militia. During some of the skirmishes that ensued it is supposed that
the English troops managed to occupy Constable Hook. When the British
invested New York the Continental troops withdrew from this part of Jersey
and the Tory and English troops succeeded them. Fort Delancey, on Bergen
Neck was used as an outpost by the Tory forces. The fort was located
according to one historian, “On the high ground near the old homestead of
Hartman Vreeland about at sznd street, west of Avenue C.” This home-
stead was torn down only a few years ago.
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Slavery existed among the more prominent families of the district for
some time after 1800. A number of acts were then passed by the legislature
penalizing slave holders and in 1846, it was abolished entirely. In 1790
Bergen County, of which Hudson County was then a part, had 2300 slaves.
In 1800 there were 12,500. This number was gradually reduced until in 1840
there were only 674. Some of the descendants of these slaves still live in
Bayonne. As they assumed the names of the families by whom they were
held in many cases, some of their progeny still go by the name of Van Horn
and Van Buskirk.

At the outbreak of the Civil War the district contributed a company of
militia to the Union forces. This was known as the “Close Light Guards,”
in honor of Joseph B. Close, a wealthy property owner who provided most
of the money for the equipment. The captain was John J. Van Buskirk who
was afterwards promoted to major. Under his command the contingent
formed a part of the Second New Jersey Volunteers and went to the front
in April, 1861.

The Development of a Great Manufacturing Centre.

The developments of Bayonne from a district of farms to its present
importance as a manufacturing centre is closely interwoven with the de-
velopment of its roads and transportation facilities. The first road through
Bergen Neck was located on the westerly side near Newark Bay and parallel
thereto, west of what is now the Boulevard or Avenue A. In several places
this road is still unobliterated. Then the Bergen Road was laid, which be-
came afterwards the Plank Road, known as the Jersey City and Bergen Point
Plank Road. Constructed by a stock company, it continued a toll road until
the incorporation of the city.

The Kings Highway, from Paulus Hoeck to Bergen Point, was laid out
in 1764. This road became part of the stage route between New York and
Philadelphia. The means of conveyance on this route was a covered Jersey
wagon without springs. In spite of its name, “The Flying Machine,” it took
three days to make the trip. -

The first means of conveyance between Bergen Point and Jersey City
was a stage coach. The Bergen Road was laid in 1796.

A steamboat line, running to Newark was established about 1840. Later
on other boats were run to Elizabethport, Perth Amboy and South Amboy.
Before the construction of the Central Railroad from Elizabeth to Jersey
City, a ferry was operated from Elizabethport to New York, affording the
residents of the Bergen Point section comparatively quick transportation to
New York. 7

Until the construction of the “Dummy Railroad” by the Jersey City and
Bergen Railroad Company, about 1860, the only means of conveyance from
Centreville to Jersey City was a local stage route established by Jacob
Merseles and afterwards operated by George Anderson. The starting point
of this route was the Mansion House, corner of the Hook Road and the
Plankroad.

Bayonne in the early days was a summer resort of some popularity. Here
fashionable New Yorkers spent their week-ends and the Mansion House had
its fill of patrons over Saturday night and Sunday.

In 1860 the Jersey City and Bergen Railroad began its operations. The
original line ran from the Jersey City Ferry to Bergen Hill but branches to
Pavonia Ferry and Bergen Point were added later. The cars used on this
10ad were combination steam cars and locomotives. A train consisted of but
one car, the forward part occupied by the steam engine and the rear part by
the passenger compartment,
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Bayonne enjoyed its first real transportation facilities, hovvmu;r,tv\\?y\ng1
the building of the Central Railroad of New Jersey which ﬁrsthrfm e'h-(e)ad
Bayonne and Elizabeth and other towns to the west. Now t 1eet rai road
systems, connecting Bayonne with every part of the country, o%era e \iv hin
the limits of the city. These are the New Jersey Central, the Pennsylvani

i lley. o _
and xfoﬁleelil%rﬁllp\(])?tan}; link in the connection of Bayonne with its n%lg]g??;
ing municipalities was the erection of the bridge between Bgyormde gn. heééin
hethport across Newark Bay. The work was begun 1n 1861 and finis

st $327,653. .
T865'132)1(?3330]3a};$03nr71e’g3industries include the plants of the StandarcllOllo(‘,fooilc—1
pany, the Tidewater Oil Company, Pa_c1ﬁc Coast Borax ComEagly,\le Xx or
Copper Company, the General Chemical Company, Babcoc 8 11c8astin.,
Safety Insulated Wire and Cable Company, Reding Bayon?e Ee nameg;
Company, Electric Launch Company and many other concerns w o?e " 'in;r
are known all over the country, together with scores of smaller manufacturing
LOHL%?)? is Bayonne lacking in the banking faqilities to meet the ezaftmg
demands of its industries. The banking institutions are vyell scafteée boa‘?si
to supply the needs of the various districts. The MechamcshTrlubt ‘o§1ep‘ e?l
and the Bayonne Trust Company are located at the southerly 0;1 1ge_
Point end ; the First National Bank, in the upper part of the city att 1; (‘%01:11 ;1“
of Thirty-third street and Broadway where it is convenient to the chie 1e511
dential section, and the City Bank, in the central district at Twenty-second

street and Broadway.
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North Hudsnn

> ISTORY always has its interesting side and sidelights. North Hudson
‘!’jé has many pleasing things to mark its onward march since that day

when Henry Hudson’s Half Moon anchored in the cove just below
the projecting elevation of King’'s woods and north of Hoboken. North
Hudson’s history properly begins with the advent of the Half Moon in W ee-
hawken Cove, and with the township begins in the proper way the story of
the growth and development of the northern end of the county.

Weehawken.

Weehawken, known variously as Whehocken, Weehawk and Weehauk
won a place in history as a famous duelling ground in which men of national
fame took part. Halleck, the poet, gave the town a place in literature when
he sang of its beauties in the following language.

“Weehawken, in thy mountain scenery yet,
All we adore of nature, in her wild
And frolic hour of infancy is met;
- And never has a summer morn smiled upon a holier scene.

Tall spire and glittering roof and battlement,
And banners floating in the summer air,

And white sails o'er the calm blue waters bend
Green isle and circling shore are blended there.

In wild reality. When life is old
And many a scene forgot, the heart will hold
Its memory of thee.”

It was its duelling ground on the water front that gave to Weehawken
an unenviable fame long before it became a town of itself, and it was in Wee-
hawken cove, just north of Hoboken, where Henry Hudson cast anchor before
sailing up the river that bears his name. A short distance north of this
anchorage was located the duelling ground. This place could only be ap-
proached by boat from New York.

The most famous duel ever fought at this historic spot was that on July
11, 1804, between Aaron Burr and Alexander Hamilton, in which the latter
was killed and Burr as a result was for years thereafter a wanderer on the
face of the earth, having gone to Europe, and spending the greater part of
his time in France and England. This was Burr’s second duel at Weehawken.
he having fought a duel with Hamilton’s brother-in-law, Mr. Church, on
September 2, 1799.

On November 23, 1801, Alexander Hamilton’s eldest son, Philip Hamil-
ton, was shot and killed at the Weehawken duelling ground by George 1.
Gacker, a New York lawyer. On the day before, November 22, Gacker
fought a duel at the same place with one Mr. Price, a companion of Philip
Hamllton’s, so that it would seem that the spot was one of evil omen to the
Hamilton family.

Other duels recorded as having taken place in Weehawken between
promient public men of the time were as follows: John Langstaff and Oliver
Waldron, Jr., December 25, 1801; DeWitt Clinton and John Swartout, July
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31, 1802; Richard Riker and Robert Swartout, November 21, 1803; Isaac
Gouvernour and W. H. Maxwell, July 10, 1815; Benjamin Price and Major
Green, a British army officer, May 12, 1816. ‘ .

Stephen Price, a brother of Benjamin, some time later overhearing
Captain Wilson speak disparagingly of the Price-Green affair, challenged
Wilson to fight at Weehawken. Wilson was killed.

The last famous duel of which there is record was fought October 10,
1835, between Henry Aitken and Thomas Sherman.

The Weehawken ferry started sometime before 1700, the exact date
cannot be learned. The first record of the ferry is found on January 26, 1716.
On March 15, 1859, the most famous section of North Hudson became a town-
ship, and its growth in population, commercial and social importance has kept
pace with its rapid rise in the annals of local history.

Guttenberg

It behooved the residents of the extreme northern end of the county to
get busy. They caught the spirit of the times, Home Rule in a modified form
caught their fancy, and they, the few early settlers, decided that they could
run a full-sized town. The town was small in area but big in enthusiasm, and
in 1859 it became a town in proper legal form, and today it stands as in
matter of seniority, the second town in North Hudson. A bustling, busy
municipality, its progress has been great, its future bright enough to please
the grand chief of the optimist class.

Born in Wein Stube.

It was in 1851, when New York City had a population of 520,000, that
a number of German-Americans who were in the habit of frequenting a
wein stube in the basement of a building on the Bowery near Stanton street,
decided that the city was becoming too crowded for themselves and their
families to live in comfort. Those good old German-Americans, most of them
employed by the Hoe Company at Grand street and East Broadway, New
York, decided that they would seek more congenial surroundings. It was
on Sunday afternoon in the early springtime that a few of the employees,
among them John Pleikhardt, long a respected resident of Union Hill, hired
2 boat and crossed the Hudson.

The visitors clambered as best they could to the top of the bluff and
then before them stretched to the far west a beautiful plateau of farms and
woodland.

Here was the ideal home land for themselves and their families. Here
should they, if possible, build their homes and raise their families far from
the maddning crowd of that half million that crushed and crowded the city.

A building and loan association was organized among the Hoe em-
ployees in that Bowery wein stube, and thus Union Hill was born. The
last member of that association to pass away was Mr. Pliekhardt.

On March 29, 1864, Union Hill became a town and for many years all its
official business was transacted and the records were held in the German
language. It was only in the early 70’s when the first horse cars began to
run between the town and the ferries to New York. At that time all resi-
dents of West New York and Guttenberg had an hour’s travel afoot to get
home after leaving the car,
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North Bergen.

The parcel of all the municipalities in North Hudson became itself a
township on February 10, 1843, having been set off at that time from the
township of Bergen, and was named the Township of North Bergen. In its
carly days the township included all of North Hudson and a great part of
what today is Jersey City. From time to time section after section secgde.d
and formed independent towns until now the once far-spreading township is
Jimited mainly to a long stretch of land west of the Boulevard and extending
from the Jersey City boundary line to Bergen County.

New Durham, one of the most populous sections of the township was
up to 1803 known as the Maisland, and here was located “The Three
Pigeons,” a tavern known before the Revolution to many wayfarers and
was a popular place of call among those who loved a spin behind fast trotters
along the country roads. Another interesting place in the township was the
once famous Frenchman’s Gardens, located where Macphelah cemetery 1s
today. Andre Michaux, who was a noted botanist, came to this country
from his native France, bearing with him a letter of introduction from the
Marquis de La Fayette to George Washington. Michaux sought the privi-
lege of securing land where he might plant and experiment with flowers and
irees. As an alien he was granted the right to have a tract of land not to
exceed 200 acres. The western slope of the hill at New Durham attracted
his attention and there he settled. It was from this spot that the Lombard
poplar trees spread all over this country.

Today the township is one of the most prosperous in North Hudson;
the meadow lands along the Hackensack valley have been largely filled in
and manufacturing plants of many kinds are located there. It has time and
again been suggested that the Hackensack river should be dredged to a
sufficient depth to permit of its being made navigable for vessels in the coast
and trans-Atlantic trade. Should this be accomplished, North Bergen would
become a great commercial and manufacturing centre.

West Hoboken.

It has long been the proud boast of the residents of this municipality
that it is the biggest town in the United States. It became a township set
off from North Bergen in 1861, and for many years it languished along as a
little village with no great promise of a vigorous and rapid growth. The
village was located in the vicinity of the Paterson Plankroad, and the few
residents who settled in the northern end of the town had a long and dreary
walk through farm and woodlands to go to the village.

The United States government used the commons in the centre of the
town as a camping ground in the early years of the Civil War, and many
volunteers were there given their first taste of military life. The woodlands
in the northern end of the town for many years thereafter furnished good
sport for rabbit hunters who shouldered their guns and went after the
wherewithal to provide themselves and their friends with hasenpfeffer. There
are many residents alive today who went hunting in these woods as recently
as the earlier 70’s. Many of the old homesteads stood in the midst of ex-
tensive grounds up until the 80’s were well advanced. Open water courses
were co<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>