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MEETING AGENDA 
Thursday, January 17, 2019 at 4pm 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 

4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

5. APPROVAL OF HIGHLANDS COUNCIL MINUTES – December 6, 2018 

6. CHAIR’S REPORT (and Council Member Reports) 

7. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

8. LANDOWNER EQUITY & LAND PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION – Approval of Applications under the Highlands Open 
Space Partnership Funding Program (voting matter with public comment) 
 
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION – Approval of Application 2018-008 under the 
Highlands Open Space Partnership Funding Program (voting matter with public comment) 

9. PUBLIC COMMENTS (to ensure ample time for all members of the public to comment, we will respectfully limit 
comments to three (3) minutes. Questions raised in this period may not be responded to at this time but, where 
feasible, will be followed up by the Council and its staff.) 

10. EXECUTIVE SESSION, if deemed necessary 

11. ADJOURN 

 

http://www.nj.gov/njhighlands


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS SUBMITTED AT HIGHLANDS 
COUNCIL MEETING ON JANUARY 17, 2019 

 
 



Comments to Highlands Council, January 17, 2019 

My name is Deborah Post. 

I have asked for a small relaxation of the comment time limit today. I simply cannot convey a 
complete understanding of the Municipal Average in three minutes. I would also like to be able 
to answer your questions. 

I have passed out a packet. It includes a Resolution in connection with the Municipal Average 
which will be adopted at the State Agricultural Convention next month. The odds of it failing 
are nil. 

I ask that this Council adopt a similar resolution. Such a resolution costs not one penny, requires 
no work of your staff, and does not conflict with a single goal or policy of the environmental 
lobby to my left because it does not impact the environment. 

Please reference the yellow underlining in the statute in your packet. Section 31 little c 
addresses the valuation of easements. Two appraisers are typically retained by the government, 
not by the landowner, to value the easement for the purpose of negotiations. 

I emphasize the word "negotiations" because the crafting of this statute clearly anticipates that 
the landowner and the county government will negotiate a mutually acceptable price. Time 
limitation does not allow me to walk you through the statute's process ... please do read it ... 

The appraisals are just to be a cap on what can be paid, a maximum. See little h on the second 
page. 

"No development easement shall be purchased at a price greater than the appraised value determined 
pursuant to subsection c. of this section or the municipal average, as the case may be." 

The concept of a cap is important to the Municipal Average. 

Back to little c on the first page please. The Highlands Act added an alternative to using two 
appraisals. The Highlands Act said that the Municipal Average can be used instead of the two 
appraisals. 

It says if this Council has established a tdr bank, then 

''the municipal average of the value of the development potential of the property in a sending zone 
established by the bank may be the value used by the board in determining the value of the development 
easement." 

The Highlands Act says that we can use this Council's data, this Council's analysis oflost 
development potential in the Highlands Region. Simply, we want that opportunity. 
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Pursuant to N.J.S.A.13:20-5j this Resolution shall have no force or effect 
until the completion of the Governor’s review of the Highlands Council minutes 
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