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1 PURPOSE 

·. In the fifteen . Jonths 'which 
have elapsed since !the issuance· 

· _ of the Fifth R~po~t. of the New 
. Jersey Commus1f n on Edu-
-cational Te!evision1 • substantial 
forward strides have been taken 
tliroughou~ the nat\tn}l! the field 
of educational teT vision. · 

· Federal funds have been 
- made .. avail. a.ble ry. ..Congress and additional ·· rants :are in 

prospect. _·· ·· •·. _ -
' ' 

· . Substantial further ' prog-
ress has· been a~hievetl in a 

. n.umber of.neighJoring States, 
notably in New Y ~rk, . Penn-
sylvania- and M 

1
tyland. · · · 

. I, -
Assistance · in· I accelerating -

the objectives · of educational 
-television has b~eri -provided 

· •. in ever,-:- fo~. reasi~g degr7e by -
three national J educational-

. television orgamzations sup-

Progra , ming especially de-
. s!gne!l fot. ed~ca~ional ~elevi-
s1on · 1s f B!lt .bmldmg up mt~ a 
vali,u,tble inventory of material 
for educational-television sta-
tions novJi in being and those 
yet to coje . 

. - Substantial new interest 
has develbped in the use · of 
closed-circuit television, either -
as an adljunct to on-the-air 
transmiss{ons or as a system 

_ complete m itself. · -
·· The potential of black-arid~ 
white and! color video tape re-
cording a.pd play back looms 
high as '!-I _valuable :education~ 
al-television tool for future 
use. · 1 . . . · .. 

· The purpqse of this Sixth Re-
port is to present· a brief ac-
count of pro~ess 'in educational 
television iri the United States . 
since February 1, 1958, the date: 
of the Fift Report. ported by priya1 funds. · 

•· · -.·· _ 1 · · - FEDERAL AID 
. The Hill-Elliot; ~_ill to provide :, . . .. York' Ci~y, a_nd Pennsylvania 
Federal aid to education became State Umve 1ty. 
Ul,W on ' SeptembJr ' 2, ·, 1958. ' s ' . 't ' B·;:.1l1 s 12· k'' .- ' ' 
K - . th . N t·1 1 n· f . ena e ·a • ' nown as nown. as e a iona .. e ense the Magnus~n Bill, h<Ls already 
~ducation Ac~ of ~91$8, it. pro- ._ been: passed! by the Senate and -
v1des, throug~ grar,ts-in-a1d or is pending ijefore the House of 
contracts, for research and ex- Representatives. This bill pro;. 
perimentation in the develop- . _ ·poses· to make grants fo a State 
~ent ~nd evalu!'-~iop of .~rojects · _- or o~e ot qualified or;. 
mvolvmg telev1s10~, radio, mo- . ·__ gamzations r.71thm a State (sub-
tion pictures and r~lated media ject. hqwev~r to an aggregate 

. of communication. 1 The Act au;. _ limit -. of $l,000,0,00 for each 
thorized the apprppriatlon of State) to ac~uire, install or iin-
$3,000,000 for 'these purposes prove -appall'atus . necessary for 
for the .Year. endi:p,g June 30, television b~oadcasting (includ-
1959 and $5,000,~0~ for each of ing clos~d-circuit television) for -· 
the three succeedmg fiscal years. educational purposes. Each 
Among· the first i winners of State or o~ganization would 
grants-in~aid purs~ant .• · to . this . . need . to provide its· own land 
Ac;:t were Hunter (pollege, New • and buildings and agree to bear _/ -. . .. I - -·· . 

! -
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the expense of operating ~nd 
maintaining the television f acil-
ities acquired, installed or im- , 
proved through the use of Fed-
eral funds. 

Increasing Congressional in-

terest in educational television: is 
further evidenced by the intro-
duction of a number of addi-
tional bills in the Senate and 
House of Representatives rela-
tive to one or more phases of aid 
to educational television, 

PROGRESS IN OTHER STATES 
New York The New York 

State Education Department has 
continued its program of exper'."' 
imentation with closed· - circuit 
television, mentioned il!- the 
Fifth Report. In 1958 the. De-· ' 
partment received a further 
1 e g i ,s 1 at i v'e appropriation, 
amounting .to $200,000, for sim-
ilar closed circuit work, and_ 
$400,000 for the production of 
35 hours of daytime instruction-
al television. programming per 
week during the school year on 
commercial station WPIX 
(VHF Channel 11) . in New 
York City. The school viewing 
audience availing itself of this 
fatter project has grown in 
seven-months' time to an esti- , 
mated 400,000. Many of its pro-
grams are being recorded, and 
kinescope recordings are being 
used throughout the State either · 
by television stations or pro-
jected in classrooms. 

Also producing . educational 
programs in New YorkCity,on ; 
commercial outlets (mainly .' 
Channel 11) is the Metropolitan 
Educational Television Associa- , 
tion (META), a non-profit edu- • 
cational-television organization ' 
chartered bythe NewYorkState 
Board of Regents and largely . 
supported by foundation grants. 
META records many of its pro'." · 
grams for distribution· to , 
educational - television stations • 
throughout the country. In ad-
dition to META, there are four 
other groups in New York State, 

aUcharteredby the Board of Re~ 
gents, actively engaged irt broad-
casting educational - television 
programs over commercial chan-
nels. 1 · • 

On March 30; 195~ the first 
non - commercial educational-
television station (WNED-TV) 
in New York State went on the 
air. This UHF station, located· 
in. Buffalo, is operated by the 
Western New York Educational 
TV Association, Inc.; a non-pro-
fit group of educators, business-
men and bankers. It is financed 
mainly. by contributions from 
industry. 
. For 1959-1960, the New York 
State Legislature appropriated 
$550,000 for educational. tele-

. vision. These funds will be used 
la,rgely for continuation of exist-
ing projects including the closed-
circuit system connecting three 
separate school districts in Cort-
land County and the leased-time 
use of the facilities of ·channel 
11 Station WPIX. . 

Pennsylvania Three educa-
tional- television stations are 
now on the air in Pennsylvania, 
Station WQED, on VHF Chan-. 
nel 13, began operations in Pitts-
burgh on, April 1, 1954. It is 
owned and operated by a com-
munity organization. represent-
ing business, education, as well 
as cultural and civicinstitutions, 
The station has produced a 
great variety of excellent pro-



grams of both the !formal and 
· informal type, including direct 

teaching and enridhment pro-
grams for c h i I d r e n during 
school hours, and lhigh school 
and college courses for adults. 
The demand for educational-tel-
evision services in the .Pitts-
burgh area has be~n sufficient 
to warrant the establishment of 
~a second opera ting station, 
WQEX, which begaµ broadcast-
ing on UHF Chapnel 16 on 
Match 20, 1959 unqer the same 
sponso:riship as Station WQED. 

, This station is conc~ntrating on 
programming services ~o the 
schools and special1. adult. audi-
ences. 

·Philadelphia's ed ,cational-tel-
evision Station WHYY-TV; on 
UHF Channel 35, has been in 
operation since Septbmbe:r, 1957. 
This· station empha\sizes school 
progr~mming but a]so addresses 
a general adult a4dience. Al-
though the adaptation of VHF 
television receivers lin this area 
to receive UHF Ch~nnel 35 pro-
grams has been enpouraging, 
Philadelphia i·s es~entially a • 
VHF market. Receµtly the pos-
sibility of obtainin~ an educa.; • 
tional-television VHF grant in 
this general area a1ose when ?n 
September 13, 1958

1 
commercial 

Station WVUE, V:fIF Channel 
12, Wilmington, Delaware; went 
off the air. Cha:rinel 12 can 
reach an area of ovJr six million 
people, from Wilihington to 
Allentown, Penns~lvania, and 
from Atlantic City, !New Jersey, 
to Lancaster, Penn~ylvania, em-
br.· a. ci:rig ·n. ot only D./'elawar·e·, but. parts of Maryland, New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania. At present 
there are no VHFj educational 
channels east of .Pi~tsburgh be-
tween Boston, Massachusetts, 
and Chapel Hill, North Carolina.. 
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Since progrL broadcast on 
VHF are th~ only ones receiv-
able on all television sets, the 
possibility o:li obtaining Channel 
12, Wilmington, for educational 
television has been recognized as 
a unique optjortunity. Although 
another commercial group is 

, seeking to obtain Channel 12 as 
a conimercia~ station, the Joint 
Council on Educational Televi-
sion, whose ktctivities are Inore 
fully describ~d in a later section 
of this Repdrt, filed · a · petition 
with t:he F~deral Communica-
tions Commission on September 
12, 1958 to in.stitute rule-making 
proceedings. ~o reserve Channel 
12, Wilmi:rigton, for educational 
use. Wides~read backing for 
this move hds come from many 
ether source$, including legisJa-
tors and other public officials, 
broadcasters! and groups of citi-
zens in· the viewing areas of 
Channel 12. , 

Maryland Although · Mary-
land's singl~ UHF channel re-
served for educational-televisicln 
use has not ~een activated, there 
are four edili.cational closed-cir-
cuit installa~ions in oper_ation 
in the Stat¢: at the United 
States Naval! Academy, at the 
University of Maryland, and one 
each in Baltimore and Washing;. 
ton Counties. . The Washington 
County operation is generally 
known as tlie Hagerstown pro-
ject. Over the 2½ years that 
have elapsed since the start of 
a 5-year, closed-circuit television 
hookup . between schools · in 
Washington jCounty, the system 
has grown 'Ito a point where it 
reaches 16,500 out of 18,000 
pupils enrolled in the county's 

· 49 rschools with television-taught 
courses rang~·ng from arithmetic 
to discussion of current events. 



Nationwide The following 
chart prepared by the Joint 
Council on· Educational Televi- • 
sion graphically · shows the 
spread throughout tl1.e United 

The Joint · Council on Educa-
tional Television, .Washington, 
D. C., fa concerned with the 
preservation and utilization of 
educational-television channels, 
The Council represents the eo.u- 1 

.cational-television .movement be-
fore the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, Congression-
al committees, and.other govern-
ment agencies. It also gives 
legal and technical advice to any 
g:roup seeking, to activate an ed-
ucational-television channel. In 
addition, the J oirit ·. Council does 
the. ·.following: / 

( 1) Se~ves as a s'ource of in'-
1 

formation on television channel 
allocations and government reg-
ulations arid actions relating to , 
educational television,• in partic. 
ular those of the FCC, and 
publishes regular reports {the 

States (including Puerto Rico)· 
•Of educational - television sta-
tions actually •. on the. air as· of 
April 30, 1959: 

JCET Factsheet) on the status 
of educational television and · 
prepares and.· distributes mater-
ial on special aspects of educa-
tional televisioll development; 
( 2) provides speakers and field 
workers for groups planning to 
establi'Sh stations; (3) supplies 
information on legal, technical 
and 0 engineering · matters while 
the station is still in the plan-
ning stage; ( 4) maintains legal 
representation for educational 
television in the nation's capital; 
(5)_ provides a consulting ser-
vice ·· on legal and engineering 
aspects of the construction . and 
operation of educational-televi~ 
sion stations ; and (6) repre-
sents educational .. television in 
matters concerning the total na-
tional development of the tele-
vision .art. 




