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In the ﬁfteen nlonths WhICh

have elapsed since [the issuance:

_of the Fifth Report of the New
. Jersey Commission on Edu-
. cational Telev1s1on| substantial
- forward strides have been taken
- throughout the nation in the field
of educational television.

Federal funds have been
- tnade available by Congress
and additional g ants are in
- prospect.

- Substantlal further prog-
* ress has been achieved in a
. number of neighboring States,
notably in New |York, .Penn-

: sylvama and Maryland ’

Assistance in| acceleratlng.
the objectives of educational -

television has been -provided

" In ever- increasing degree by

- three national educational-
" television organizations sup-
ported by pnvate funds.

FEDERAL AID

, The Hzll-Ellzott lel to promde
Federal aid to ed'ucatwn became
low on Septembe'r 2, 1958.
Known as the Natlonal Defense
Education Act of 1958, it pro-

vides, through grants-in-ald or

|
contracts, for research and ex-

‘perimentation in the develop- N
‘ment and evaluatlon of projects
involving television, radio, mo-

tion pictures and related media

-+ . of communication. rThe Act au-
" thorized the appropriation of

$3,000,000 for ‘these purposes
for the year ending June 30,
1959 and $5,000, 000 for each of
the three succeedmg ﬁscal years.
" Among the first winners of
grants-in-aid pursuant ‘to this
Act ‘were Hunter College, New

i
1

PU RPOSE

- Programming 'especially de-
- signed for educational televi-
- sionis fast building up into a

- valuable inventory of material

for educational-television sta-

tions now in being and those

yet. to come.

- Substantial new -interest
has developed in the use of
closed-circuit television, either
as an adjunct to on-the-air
transmissions or as a system

_ complete in itself.

‘The potential of blaek-and- -

white and color video tape re-
cording and play back looms
high as a| valuable education-
al-television tool for future -
use. '

The purpose of this Sixth Re-

“port is to present a brief ac-

count of progress in educational
telewsmn 1n the United States
since February 1, 1958, the date‘ .

 of the Fifth Report

York Clty, and Pennsylvama
- State’ Umverslty :

Senate Bill S. 12 Imown as

the Magnuson Bill, has already
- been passed| by the Senate and -
- .15 pending before the House of

Representatives. This bill pro-

- poses to make grants to a State

. -or to one or more qualified or-
" -ganizations yvlthln a State (sub-

Ject however to an aggregate
limit - of $} 000,000 for each

- State) to acquire, install or im- =

prove apparatus necessary for
telev1s1on broadcasting (includ- ‘
ing closed-c1rcu1t television) for

: .educatlonal purposes. Each

State or organization would
need to provide its own land -

~and bulldmg‘s and agree to bear



the expense of operating and .
maintaining the television faecil--

ities acquired, installed or im-

proved. through the use of Fed-

eral funds.

Increasmg Congres\sional in— i

terest in educational television is
further evidenced by the intro-

~ duction of .a number of addi-

tional bills 'in the Senate and
House of Representatives rela-
tive-to one or more phases of aid
to ed_ucatlonal television. - -

PROGRESS IN OTHER STATES

: New York The NeW York

State Education Department has
continued its program of exper-
* imentation with closed - clrcult
television, mentioned in the.
Fifth Report. In 1958 the De- -

partment received . ‘a further

legislative appropriation,

amounting to $200,000, for sim-

ilar closed circuit Work and

$400,000 for the production of

85 hours of daytime instruction-
al  television. programming per -’

week during the school year on

commercial station WPIX |

(VHF Channel 11) in New

York City. The school viewing
audience availing itself of this
. latter project has grown in

- seven-months’ time to an esti- :
mated 400,000. Many of its pro--
grams are being recorded, and
. kinescope recordings are bemg '
used throughotit the State either -
by television stations .or pro- f

Jected in classrooms.

Also producing educational

programs in New York City.on |
commercial ~outlets - (mainly

Channel 11) is the Metropolitan

Educational Television Associa-
tion (META), a non-profit edu- :
cational-television organization '
chartered by the New York State |
- 'Board of Regents and largely
supported by foundation grants. .
-META records many of its pro-
grams for ‘distribution to
educational - television stations |

throughout the country. In ad-

dition to META, there are four .
other groups in New York State, |

all chartered by the Board of Re-

~ gents; actively engaged in broad-
- casting ~ educational - television

programs over commerclal chan-

‘nels.

On March 30, 1959 the first

‘non - commerclal educational-

television station (WNED-TV)
in New York State went on the
air. This UHF station, located

" in: Buffalo, is operated by the
‘Western New York.Educational

TV Association, Inc., a non-pro-
fit group of educators, business-
men. and bankers. It is financed
mainly by contributions from

industry. o

For 1959- 1960 the New York. ;

~‘S’cate Leglslature appropriated
'$550,000 for educational tele-
! vision. These funds will be used

largely for continuation of exist-
ing projects including the closed-

circuit system connecting three
separate school districts in Cort-

land County and the leased-time
use of the facilities of Channel

- 11 Station WPIX.

Pennsylvania Three -educa-
tional - television stations are
now on the air in Pennsylvania,
Station WQED, on VHF Chan-
nel 13, began operations in Pitts-
burgh on:April 1, 1954, It is
owned and operated by a com-
munity organization represent-
ing business, education, as well
as cultural and civic institutions. .
The = station- has produced a
great variety of excellent pro-




o \gréms of both the’ _
- informal type, including direct -
teaching and enrichment. pro-.

~grams for child
‘school hours, ‘and

ren dunng

formal and

high- school - "

- and college courses for adults.

The demand for edu tional-tel--
* evision services in the Pitts-

~ burgh area has been sufficient

_ to warrant the esta]ohshment of
" ‘a’ second operatmg station,
- WQEX, which began broadcast-

- ing -on. UHF: Channel 16 on
March 20, 1959 under the same

- sponsorship as Staélon WQED.

. - This station is concentratmg on

programming services to the

schools and spec1al adult audl- -
BNES ‘ences :

T Phlladelphla ] educatlonal-tel-.
" evision Station WHYY-TV, on_;. C
' as been in -

" operation since Septémber, 1957. -

UHF Channel 35,
|

_This’ station emphasizes school
, '»programmmg but also addresses:
. a general adult audience. Al-
" “though the adaptatlon of VHF S
‘television receivers |in this area .
‘to receive UHF Channel 35 pro-
_grams has been enpouragmg,’
‘Philadelphia is es§ent1ally a
"VHF market. Recently the pos- -

Since programs broadcast ‘on

|

- VHF are the only ones receiv-
. “able on all telev1smn sets, the
- - posgibility of obtaining Channel
12, Wllmmgton, for educational

: telev1s1on has been recognized as

a unique opportumty Although

- .another commerclal group is
.. .seeking to obtaln Channel 12 as -
‘a commercial station, the Joint -

Council on Educational Televx-
sion, whose activities are more
fully descrlbed in a later section

of this Report filed ‘a petition
- with the Federal Communica-
- tions Comm1§s1on on September
12, 1958 to institute rule-making
- -proceedings to reserve Channel
12, Wilmington, for educational. .
- use. Wldespread backing for .
~this move. has come from many
“other. sources, including legisla-
“tors and other public officials,
~ broadcasters,; and groups of citi- .
 zens in the viewing areas of
‘Channel 12, R

: M aryland |

. land’s’ ‘single

served for ed

_use has not b

lucational-television

een activated, there -

~:"‘51b1hty of obtainin
" tional-television VHF grant in

‘this general area arose whenon
* September 13, 1958 commercial

Station WVUE VI

12, Wllmmgton, Dclaware, went

HEF Channel

g an educa- .

‘are four educational closed-cir- =~

|

: ‘cult 1nstalla¢10ns in operation
-~ in the Stat?
States’ Naval Academy, at the
o vaverslty of Maryland, and one .
- each in Baltimore and Washing-

at the United

L off the = air..

Allentown, Pennsylvania, and

“ton Counties.

The Washington

Channel 12 can :
~..reach an area of over six million -
people, from Wllmlngton to -

- and Pennsylvania.

" channels east of Pi

- from Atlantic City,

parts of Maryland,
‘there are no VHF.

‘tween Boston, M:
and Chapel Hill,  No

At present

assachusetts,

New Jersey, -
~ to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, em-- . -
‘bracing not only Delaware, but

New Jersey -

“County opelratlon is generally
known as the Hagerstown pro-
. ject.: Over:. the 21, years that-
“have elapsed since the start of - s
“a 5-year, closed-circuit telev1smn o
“hookup between _
‘Washington jCounty, the system
“has grown to a point where it

schools in

educational -
ttsburgh be-

rth Gaijdlina‘.ﬂ '

reaches 16,

. 500 out of - 18,000
- pupils enrol
. ©'49 schools wi

ed in the countys

th television-taught
-courses ranging from arithmetic -
' to discussion

of current events.

Ali‘;hdughr Maf_y-’-- —_—
UHF channel re-.

i
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“ment agencies.
- legal and techmcal advice to any
~ -group seeking to activate an ed-

Noationwide The following
chart. prepared by ‘the Joint
- Council on Educational Televi- - |
- sion. graphically shows the !
spread- throughout the United

- States (mcludmg Puerto Rlco)
"~ of ‘educational - telev1s1on sta- '

tions actually on the. air as of
April 80, 1959: .

NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION
ORGANIZATIONS |

The Joint. C’ounczl on E'duca-

E twnal Television, Washington,
D. C., is concerned with the
_preservation: and utilization of
educational-television . channels.
.- The Council represents the edu-
-cational-television movement be-
 fore the Federal Communica-

tions Commission, Congression-
al commlttees, and other govern-
It also gives

ucational-television channel. In

- addition, the Joint Council does

. the following: Hib L T
(1) Serves as a source of.i m— .

formation on television channel

allocations and government reg-

~ulations and actions relating to

educational television, in partie-

‘ular those of the FCC, -and
~ publishes: regular - reports (the |~

i
K
!
|
»

J CET Factsheet) on the status

“of educational television and-

prepares and ‘distributes mater-
ial on speclal ‘aspects of educa-
tional  television development;
(2) provides speakers and field
workers for groups planning to
establish stations; (8) supplies

'mformatlon on legal, technical

and. engmeermg matters while

. the station is still- in' the plan-
-ning stage; (4) maintains legal .
representatlon for educational ' -
“television in the nation’s capital;
-(5) ‘provides a. consulting ser-

vice on legal and engineering
aspects of the construction and

operation of educational-televi- '

sion stations; and (6) repre-

sents educatlonal television in
_ matters concerning the total na-
tional development of the tele- .

v1s1on art






