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CHARGE, & c.

Reverend Brethren—

Such is the favourable state of the Church in
tliis Diocese, and such the conduct of its Ministers

;enerally, that no necessity exists, that I should
jeliver a Charge to you at this particular period ;
yet, as a canon of the Church makes it the duty of
the Bishops to deliver charges, at times, to the
Clergy of their Dioceses, as well to keep alive
their faithfulness and zeal, as to remind them, that

they ought not to be satisfied with a stationary,
but progressive condition of their respective cures;
I avail myself of the occasion of your assembling
here, to perform that duty.
As a subject particularly tending to this end, I

cannot select one more useful, and more worthy
of our care and diligence, than the religious edu
cation of the children and youth belonging to our
communion.
Our Church is so constituted, the viewswhichwe

have of the universality of the redemption of man,
by the sacrifice of Christ, of the necessity of bap
tism, where it may be had, to make us members of
his body, of tlie promises, which children make,
by their sureties, when that ordinance is adminis
tered to them; the knowledge necessary to pre
pare them for the assumption of those promises,
themselves, in the apostolic rite of confirmation;
and the joint mode in which we worship God in
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our public services; are of such a nature, that
without considerable instruction on these topics in
early life, they will grow up with very defective
ideas of the religion of Christ, as understood by
our Church ; be liable to imbibe what we believe

4

Semicious errors; and, of course, be in imminentanger of making shipwreck of faith, and its con
comitant, a good conscience.
The Church has, however, not left it to our dis

cretion, whether the office of particularly instruct-

Sthe young in the principles and practice of oury religion, shall be performed, or omitted, at
pleasure. On the contrary, she has not only pre
pared for their use, a catechism, or summary of
the fundamental articles of Christian faith and

practice; but has made it the especial duty of
every clergyman, having charge of a congregation,
to “ instruct, and examine, in the Church, the chil
dren belonging to his cure, on Sundays, Holy Days,
or other convenient occasions^* By the tenour of
this rubrick, which is annexed to the catechism,
we are not to understand—which it is to be feared

is too often so understood—that our whole duty,
in this respect, is performed, when we simply hear
the children, under our care, repeat from memory
the answers, to the questions, which we put to
them, from the catechism; however frequently
this repetition may be made. If this Avere the
whole of our duty, the Church would have made
very inadequate provision for the instruction of
the younger part of her members. For all expe
rience shows, that children may repeat from mem-

m
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ory, with the greatest readiness and accuracy, the
whole of the catechism; and yet acquire little or
no knowledge of the subjects which compose it.
They merely learn the words of that summary, in
the order in which they are arranged in the sen
tences. This could not have been the intention of
the Church. The catechist, therefore, who has a
just sense of his duty, and is desirous of rendering
his labours subservient to the eternal interests of
the children of his charge, must understand by the
Avords, “instruct and examine,” in the rubrick,
not merely putting the questions, and hearing the
answers, as they stand in the catechism; but also
making such ^positions of the subjects, by vary
ing the questions and expressions into others of
the same meaning, that the children may learn
something besides sound. “Unless this danger,
which IS a very great one, be guarded against, you
will have spent both their pains and your own
but small purpose. Besides, all sciences have
their terms, which must be interpreted to begin
ners; and some of those in the catechism are fig
urative ones ; very prudently used; as they com-
jreherid, in a little compass, much meaning, and
ead to the understanding of the same figures in
Scripture; but undoubtedly used on purpose to
be explained; without which they are liable to
make either no impression, or a wrong one. And
larther still, a system so short as to be learned by
heart, must have need, were it ever so clear, to
be enlarged on; the proofs of its truth, the con
nections and tendency of its doctrines, the use and
extent of its precepts to be shown; and therefore,
since the “rubrick,” ivith great reason, enjoins,

to
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not only, that you examine, but instruct the chil
dren ii/their citechisni, I hope think this

very needful part of that instruction. JNot
should you be satisfied with your endeavours, till
four pupils appear ultimately to understand the
LeaniLof every answer they make, and have a
“omfrelensive knowie.lge of ^ole syste^

It will aid much in effecting this object, if m-
ded it be not indispensable to its full success, that
?he children be divided into classes, according to
Sdr numbers, age, capacity -d acq«nt.-
To catechise, as is too commonly done, the chR
dren of a considerable congregation, composed of
different ages and degrees of
promiscuous body, is necessarily J
deed irksome, to the elder ones, who ha\e made
considerable progress; to beginners, very di^
couraging, and destructive of emulation in
The Result is little or no benefit to any. .Bnt
classing the catechumens, according to their stand
inS thf emulation of all will be excited, and when
those of the highest grade have become well ac-
qud^ed with fhe matter contained in the cate
chism, provided by the Church; they maybe ad-
vanced^to some illustration of
an enlarged catechism, as ^he ^ne adopted by
Sunday-School Union, numbered 3. Pursuing
uniformly this course, the children of y®'^^
congregations, when arrived to the age at whic
it is expected they will offer for confirmation, will
be, by^the divine blessing, well prepared, as it re
sp^cts religious knowledge, for that solemn rite;

charge to .he
Bishop of that Diocese.when he was
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and in little danger of afterwards imbibing erro
neous principles.
But however desirous we may have heretofore

been, that the children of our respective charges
should be well instructed in the principles and
practice of our holy religion, and whatever pains
we may have taken to accomplish it, it must be
confessed, that the success, in most cases, has not
equalled our expectations. This may have arisen,
in some instances, from the erroneous idea before

mentioned, which is too prevalent, as well in lite
rary and scientific, as in religious instruction, that
children’s repeating from memory, the words of
which answers to questions are composed, is an
evidence that they have attended to the ideas con
veyed by such answers, and a presumption that
they generally understand them; whereas, the
reverse of the former is, in almost all cases, and of

the latter, too frequently, the fact. Those in
structors, therefore, who rest satisfied with merely
hearing the answers contained in the catechism,
must not be surprised, if they find that they have
laboured to little purpose. This, however, has not
been the only, or greatest cause of some of us not
succeeding in the important duty before us.
remissness and indifference of many parents,
dians and masters, in not sending their children,
Avards, and other young members ol their families,
or compelling them to go to the chut ch, at the times
appointed forcatechetical exercises; andtheirreg-
ularity of the attendance of many, who occasion
ally appear, tend to thwart, and in a great degree
defeat our exertions for their religious instruction.
The consequence has been, that a considerable
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part of the children of ourflocks have not been taught
at all; and from the irregular attendance of others,
little improvement has been made by them. The
circumstance also of those of us havingthe charge of
more than one congregation, and therefore officia
ting at each, after longer intervals of time than a
week; besides, residing at a distance from a part
of them, has added much to the difficulty of giving-
due instruction to the younger members, and of
aiding their parents in “bringing them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.”
But though these difficulties and discourage

ments have existed, and in some instances- per
haps in many—have had their influence in causing
catechetical exercises to be less frequent, and less
effective than they otherwise would have been, or
than the Church expected from her ministers:—
Yet, through the blessing of God on the institution
of Sunday-Schools, their increasing prevalence,
and their becoming more and more schools of re
ligious instruction, as well as instruction in reading;
a prospect is opened for the removal of these im
pediments—indeed they have already been consi
derably lessened—and from the recent institution
of the General Sunday-School Union of our
Church, and the Diocesan Sunday-School Society,
auxiliary to it, which we have just estabhshed—
there is reason to hope that they will be in a great
degree, if not entirely, remedied. For, as the
schools of the several churches, which already ex
ist, or may hereafter be established, will be under
the direction and control of their respective
Rectors or Ministers; the superintendents and
teachers will naturally become their auxiliaries m

^(rvuJ2A^
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the religious instruction of the greater nart of
a„dasSeveX?lt

whose parents are under no necessity of sendS
them to efunday-Schoots for literary instrS“„®
r a “ practice of attending those
schools for religious improvement, espedallv 2the teachers are general v members of ^ !
respectable famiL in tL "ngriati.
clerg;ymen, by statedly attending the schools of
their churches, such portion of their time as thev
can conveniently spare from their other dutiW

n 1 ’ not members of the Sun-

with the aid they receive from the teachers in,
Iv'in the and satisfactori-ly, m the doctrines and precepts of religion, than

had it in their power to do heretofore;
and of course, better prepare them for confirma-
tion, and for living, with the help of Divine grace
a life, in confornnty with the precepts of our Wess-
ed Lord. Besides this aid afforded to clergymen

the religious instruction of the children of their
congregations, by well regulated Sunday-Schools*
It cannot but relieve their minds from much anxi-
ety, and at the same time afford them great com
fort and satisfaction, when they see several of the
young members of their congregations, diligently
performing the office of teaclerlin these vafuable
UD making
up the deficiency, caused by former neglect, S

putting them
selves in the way to receive additionalpious im
pressions, by the operations of Divine gi-ace, and,

2

in



CHAKGE.10

has been the case with

y, sincere participators in the communion of
. blessed Saviour’s body and blood.
But though this is so well calculated, my Rev

erend Brethren, to aid us in the perforniance ot
the duties assigned to us, as it respects the reli
gious education of the children of our communion;
though it removes, in a considerable degree, the
painful anxietv many of us must have experienc
ed, lest the means, which the Church has devised,
and directed us to use, for this very important
purpose—means, for the due performance ot which
we are so deeply responsible to the great Head
of the Church, our Lord and Master, who has ex
pressly commanded us, if we love him, to feed
his lambs—lest, I say, these means should be
rendered inefficient—as no doubt they often have
been through the causes before mentioned—yet
we are, by no means, to rely upon this mode of
instruction alone. The Church, in her twenty-
second canon, has not only made it obligatory up
on her “ ministers, who have charge of parishes,
to be diligent in instructing the children in the ca
techism ; but that they shall also, by stated cate
chetical lectures and instruction, be diligent in
informing the youth and others in the Doctrines,
Constitution, and Liturgy, of the Church.” This
duty the house of Bishops considered so import
ant, that in the Convention of 1817, they sent a
message to the house of Clerical and Lay Depu
ties, calling their attention to this canon, and ex
pressing the opinion, that the catechetical lectures
and instruction made obligatory in that act of me
Convention, are “ among the most important du-

ultimately becoming, as
man
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if'



CHARGE,

ties of a clergyman, and among the most effectual
means of promoting religious knowledge, and
practical piety.”

In a former charge, I called the attention of
those of you, who, at that time, had cures in the
Diocese, to this important part of your duty ; and
I hope that it has not been neglected. It is not
sufficient, however, that a course of lectures on
these subjects be delivered only once, should a
clergyman have the charge of a parish many
years. The successive generations, continually
progressing from childhood to youth, and to man
hood, require the course to be renewed, at not
very distant peiaods, so that all, in turn, may have
the benefit of them.

In the preparation of children and youth for the
solemn hour in which they are to assume, in the
rite of confirmation, the vows and promises which
their sponsors made for them in baptism, some
thing more is necessary, than merely a knowledge
of the doctrines and duties which are the subjects

of those promises. They must possess the de
sire, and seriously resolve to make the endeavour,
through the aids of the Holy Spirit, to fulfil them.
Great pains should therefore be taken, to impress
upon their young and tender minds, the greatness,
holiness, and mercy of God; his goodness in giv
ing existence to man, and placing him in so envia
ble a situation; the ingratitude and sinfulness of
man, in yielding to the tempter, and disobeying
God; the awful consequences of that act, to him
self, and all his posterity; the infinite mercy of
God, not only, in not leaving him in that woful
condition, into which he had plunged himself, but

I
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in Droviding a Saviour to rescue him; the incoii-
^eivaWe iofe, condescension, and compassion ot
God’s only Son, incarnate, who, in the capacity of
Saviour, by his sufferings and dpth, ^
ran«om for the \v hole human race, aestroyed dea^,
rd openertVe portals of heaven to ah those who
repent and forsaL their sms, accept him as their
SEwiour, by a true and living faith, and endeavoui,
SSassistance of Divine grace, “‘ofee sober-
ly, righteously, and godly in this
these, and all other rational means ;®
sorted to, in dependence on Divine aid, so to ope
rate on their hearts, that they may be induced to
give them to God, as he has
them to do; and upon their minds, that they may
be coLnced, tha/it is both grateful and jse to
“remember their Creator in the
youth;” often reminding them, howevei, that they
‘are “not able to do these things themselves, nor
to walk in the commandments of Jst
him, without his special grace, which they mi^
learn at all times to call for by diligent Player- _

It would contribute very much. Reverend Bie
thren, to our success in accomplishing the grea
obiect of religiously educating the children and
youth of our respective parishes, vr®
deavour to make ourselves so well acquainted with
every individual, in those periods of hfe, that, when-
Lr^wc meet with them we may at once recog-
nize them, and address them by name. Ifos no.
tice of them, would tend to create and fostei such
attachments, as would increase our influence with

12
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them, and at the same time give us opportunities
occasionally to say a few words to them in a fami
liar, but serious manner, respecting their religious

In very large or very scattered con
gregations, this indeed could not be done to much
effect. But in those of a moderate size, and situ
ated in towns, much good might be effected in this
way. I therefore seriously recommend it to your
attention.

Having made these observations on a subject
of such dem) interest, in the due administration of

our holy office ; and especially with respect to the
very encouraging prospects, Avhich the Sunday-
School system holds out, of our being relieved, in
a considerable degree, from the concern and anx
iety which we have heretofore experienced, rela
tive to the due performance of the duty of reli
giously instructing the rising generation of our
cures; may I not urge you, to use your influence,
and to make personal exertions, to establish branch
Societies in every Episcopal congregation in this
Diocese, where Sunday-Schools already exist, and
Avhere they have not yet been instituted; and to
modify the course of instruction in the schools
conformably to the fifth article of the Consti-
tutionof the Diocesan Sunday-School Society,
which the Convention of this Diocese has

just established. It is in thisAvay,in connection with
your ordinary duties, you can, under the Divine
blessing, most effectually promote Union in our
Church; render our catechetical instructions more

complete and more general; attach the children
and youth more firmly to the Church of their fa-

is
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thers, and further their spiritual and eternal wel
fare

Nearly allied to this subject, the very important
one of endeavouring to induce capable and pious
voung men with whom you may be acquainted, to
turn their thoughts to the Gospel ministry, ought
also to occupy not a little of your attention. Our
Church, mv Reverend Brethren, suffersinuch from
the want of ministers, both to supply the
cies occasioned by death, or the decline of health;
and also to minister to new congregations, which

continually forming in every part almost ot
our extensive country. Unless, therefore, cler
gymen generally make it a duty to seek lor, en-
courage%nd endeavourto aid youngmen whomthey
may tiinkfitfor candidatesfor orders,our wants, m
this respect, I fear Avill neither be soon nor sulh-
ciently supplied. Suffer me then to urge upon
you, the clergy of this Diocese, that consideration
of the subject which it justly merits—and let me
pray you to use your best endeavours to carry the
result of it into effect. We are now, and have
been for some time without a single candidate tor
holy orders ; and, at the same time, we very much
need the services of more than one clergyman,

Missionaries to those of our chur
ches, which are now almost destitute of the
services of the sanctuary; but see, as yet, but
little prospect of procuring them. I hope, howev-

that your zeal and exertions, in connection with
my own, will be so directed to this object, tlmt in
due time, through the blessing ot the great Head
of the Church, such a supply of competent and

vacan-

are

f

to act as

V

er,

i

“3



CHARGE-

faithful ministers will be afforded, as is sufficient
to meet all our wants.

Although this charge is exclusively addressed
to the Clergy of the Diocese, on some of the du
ties of their sacred office; yet, as it is given in the
presence of the Lay Representatives of the seve
ral churches of which this Convention is in part
composed; it will not be taken amiss, I hope, if lav-
ail myse If ofthis occasion to remind them how much
their countenance and aid is needed to enable us
to execute our offices with success. This will be

true, especially in carrying into effect the provi
sions of the Diocesan Sunday-School Society,
which we have just instituted, and its branches in
the several congregations, with the schools, which
they superintend. Without the laity freely con
tribute to the small expense which will necessari
ly accrue; and also take an active part in the bu
siness, they cannot be maintained for any great
length of time; and the benefits which may, or
will have been experienced from the institution of
Sunday-Schools, will be lost to such Churches as
either neglect to establish them, or, when once es
tablished, suffer them to die aw'ay. This is a con
sideration, which cannot but strongly affect the
minds of all who have a just sense of such an evil,
especially after the contrary benefit has been ex
perienced; and who seriously desire to promote,
and would not willingly neglect any measure
which would tend to promote the welfare, and fur
ther the salvation, of their beloved offspring. The
well known character of the gentlemen who com
pose the Lay Deputies of this Convention, and the
pious errand on which they have voluntarily left

15
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their homes, warrant me in the belief that I do not

address them in vain; that they will cheerfully give
their countenance and aid to carry into full effect
this great object of the (Church.

1 now commend you, my Reverend Brethren,
and the churches under your care, to the protec
tion, favour, and love of God the Father, God the

Son, and God the Holy Ghost, to whom be glory
and praise for ever and ever.
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