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January 1 1 1938 

TO THE LEGISLATURE OF rr:tr.ti; S1rAT"E OF NEW JE1-13:Fi:Y: 

GENTLEMEN: The Department of Motor Vehicles respectfully submits herewith 
a report for the year 1937. 

Gross receipts were $19,369,940.61, an incraase of 7.9 per cent over 
the previous year; 1,008,909 motor vefi.icle registrations W'Jre issued, an 
increase of 5 per cent and 1,224,557 pGrsons were licensed to drive, an in­
crease of 5 per cent. 

Reportable traffic acci.dents totaled 38,410 which was 11.8 pur cent 
moro accidents thal1 the previous year and traffic fa tali ties numbered 1,2?8. 

Despite the tragic side of thase f'if;ure:s and their mm1erical increase 
over last year, there is evidence that the o.utomobih; is slowly being brought 
under some semblance of control. Taking tho 1,278 casualties at th0ir face, 
shows that deaths resulting from motor vehicJ.e accidents increased 15.4 per 
cent as com.pared with 1936. Considerinz the exposure:: factor or, in other 
words, the number of automobihrn in dail~r uso and total gasoline consumption, 
tho traffic death toll was the lovrnst in ton years. Al though encouraging, 
these comparisons do not offset the fact that mor'..; puople w<:;;re killed and 
injured in accidents in 193? than in r0c~nt years but they do indicate that 
effective traffic control m;thods can and do reduco tolls of d0ath and in­
jury. 

It is necessary, therefore; to expand those methods if bottor control 
is desir8d. More automobil·Js arc being used and mori;:; use is being made of 
these vehiclos as tho record of r·:;gistra tions and gasoline consumption show, 
presenting additional trc:~ffic problems with which the pr..:.sent inadoquats 
enforcement facilities must contend. The Now York Worlds Fair in 1939, 
which will attract millions of additional tourists from all perts of the 
country - ovor New Jersey highways - will further tax thos:._, facili ti0s to 
a breaking point. 

Under thesu circumstnnccs, thcr:::i is strdssGd the m::cd f'or additional 
highway patrol officers to supervieu A.nd re@le.te the flow and control of 
tr~1ffic on the St3tc Highways. The n.~;partm1.mt has rGqUCJstod 25 nddi tiom:.l 
patrolmen to supplr::;mont the :prf;sont :pc',trol of lib; numb,::;r :;1hich hns bocn 
operating effectively at tho dengcr spots n.long Highways #25 rmd #29 during 
the past four months of the yo·ir. Thc:i pr·:,,s·:mt pD.trol has more thnn paid 
its way in ruvenue~3 colloct0d 2nd has ulimino. t'~d mfany of the do.ngcrous con­
ditions that formerly prevailed on those two impo:.~tant through routes. 

Compared with other States, in none of which are traffic problems on 
State Highways comparable with those here, Hew Jersey gives a woefully in­
adequate measure of protection to the traveling public. On the basis of 
registration alone, New Jersey has but one inspector for every 10,500 regis­
tered vehicles, while a neighboring State has one inspector for every 1,450 
vehiclos, on the average. This do•JS not take into consideration the thou­
sands of out-of-state cars which travel over N0w Jersey highways. 

Adequato highway patrols, operc.ting twenty-four hours per day, v1ill 
positively reduce the n1Lnber of accidents, dt;aths, injuries and extent of 
property damage on the Stato Hi17hway system. 

R."Ctending th0 adult safcty education program has been ona of the aims 
of the Department. Adults are slowly and sometimes painfully learning 
that attemptsto "kill" surnmonsc:;s are no longer in good form, whilo careless 
driving which may endanger life or property, is bein1;; frowned upon in most 
circles. 

Definite approach to the subject of re-exwnination of drivers is being 
mado in coopr::;ration with the State Madi cal authorities. The increasing num­
ber of licensed drivers who are stricken with heart attacks, epileptic 
seizures, chronic blood pressure and other serious ailments while at the 
wheel of an automobile (many of which attacks have resulted in death or in­
jury to others) is now being studied by the medical authorities in an effort 
to decide just what ailments make a person unsafe and unfit to drive a motor 
vehicle. Once the medical profeDsion is j_n accord on these ailments, the 
Department will request legislation that will require reporting such ca.ses 
to the Motor Vehicle Dcpartmont, which would establish ruasonable grounds 
for prohibiting such persons from operating a motor vuhicle. 
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Thu State Mcidical Board is also cooperatin~ with the Department to 
create a standard, uniform medical 8XarrJ.ination of persons charged with 
operating an automobile while under the iJ11'luence of intoxicating liquor. 
When this is accm~lished, it will be possible to close loopholes in the 
law through which many guilty pa:cties are escaping punishment. 

Due to unavoidable delays in the acqui si ti on of' property leases, cO':.t­
struction of builcings and purchase and deli very of equip;:uent, the State's 
28 motor vehicle inspec"tion s~ations, creqted in a8corciance with Chapter 
169, Laws of 1936, were not ready for use until Deeerr~ber. The entire month 
was devoted to preliminary instruction for automobile dealers, garagemen 
and repairmen and the training of personnel. Dm·ing this training period, 
more than 50,000 motor vc:1icles were given preliminary but unofficial in­
spections. The offic:i.al openil!.g date ha.s bee11 ftxed for January 10, 1938; 
hence a complete account of operation and results are not available for 
this report. 

Among its mnny other safety educational activities, the Department 
conducted conferenc2s v'li th rauni cipal officialf~ in the counties of Atlantic, 
Bergen and Grunden during the year, taking to tb .. 3se counties complete 
studies and analysE.~s of their traffic and accident problems. Similar ac­
tivity is planned in tho remaining counties. 

Consirleration should be given to the matter of providing for the 
appointment of an a'.J.ditional deputy commissioner of motor vehicles if 
the Department is to be co~1ducted on the same basis of efficiency as in 
the past. The fact that department revenues have increased from eleven 
millions· of dollars in 19~~6 wlrnn ap:poin tment of the first deputy com­
missioner was authorized, to ov2r nineteen millions in 1937, indicates 
the steady growth of the Department and th:;=' ni::ed for additional adminis­
trative assistance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

1:tz.d_~&~ 7£4~<-U_ 
Arthur W. Magee: <J 
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. 
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ACCIDENT STATISTICS 

The Department recnivod reports during the year 193? of 38,410 traffic 
accidents that caused the c:eath of 1,2?8 and the personal injury of 28 ,835 
persons. This was an increase over the previous year of 4,061 accidents, 
l?l deaths and 2,650 personal injuries. 

As in previous yea;:-s, one of the most seri0us phases of the accident 
problem was that involving the pedestrian. There were 7,711 accidents of 
this type that killed 6Sl and injured ?,308 persons. A mo1·e vivid picture 
is drawn when it is stated that while coll:i sions with pedeE;;trians con­
stituted only one-fifth of t~e total traffic accidents, they accounted for 
54 por cent of the fatalities and one-fourth of the total injured. 

Of the various types of traffic accidents, those involving collisions 
between two or more motor vehicles showed up 68 per cent Of the total, an 
increase of 1.43 per cent over the previ.ous year. The number of deaths 
caused by this type of accident was 26 per cent of the total, an increase 
of 2.53 per cent. 

TYPES OF ACCIDENTS A.T\JD .NUivillER KIIJ...ED A..l\JD INJURED 

Number of Per Nwnber 2cr Number Per 
Accidents Cent Killed C:mt Injured Cent 

Collision with 
Pedestrian 7,711 20.08 691 54.069 7,308 25.345 
Other motor vehicle 26 ,186 68 .176 336 26.292 l?,779 61. 65? 
Horse-drawn vehicle 124 .323 1 .078 ? '7 .• 26? 
Railroad train 66 .1 ?l 25 1.956 46 .159 
Street car 164 .426 2 .156 97 .336 
Bicycle 641 1.66? 26 2.035 606 2.102 
Fixed object 2,555 6.652 126 9.859 1,953 6.7?4 
Non-col. operating 848 2.208 70 5.477 944 3.273 
Non-01!eru.ting 6 .015 1 .078 6 .02 
Miscellaneous 109 • 282 19 ,066 

Total 38 ,410 100. 1,278 100. 28 ,835 100. 

Despite the 15 per eent increase in deaths, there was an appreciable 
decrease in fatal accidcmts when consiuer<::::d. on an exposure basis, that is, 
when compared with the incr8ase in motor vehicle registration and motor 
vohicle travel. 

For example, the numbor of deaths pr:.:r 10,000 vohicles registered de­
creased 9.5 per cent in 1937 over 1936. On the basis of gasoline consumption, 
the number of deaths per 10,000,000 gallons of gasoline consumed decreased 
6 per cent in 1937 over 1936. 

Thu more or less constant im:provomont from year to yuar in the rate of 
denths on New J"ersey's highways considered on an exposure basis, is shown 
as follows: 

Number of' Duaths Number of Deaths Per 
Per lOtOOO 10,000,000 Gallons 

Year Vehicles Registered Of Gasoline Consumed 

1928 14.0 25.5 
1929 15.3 25.6 
1930 14,.9 23.2 
1931 15.0 22.8 
1932 13.7 21.3 
1933 14.0 21.7 
1934 14.2 21. 7 
1935 13.2 20.0 
1936 11.6 17.0 
193'7 10.5 16.0 
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A rcviow of the foregoing indicates an approximate 25 per cont decrease 
in the number of deaths 'per 10,000 vehicles registered in the past ten years 
and o. slightly more than a 37 per cent decrease in the number of deaths per 
10,000,000 gallons of gasoline consumed during the sam0 period. 

PEDESTRIANS. Analysis of the records of pedestrian accidents clearly 
indicates the need for more rigid enforcement of the traffic laws and wider 
education of the pedestrian if this particular type of accident is to be 
reduced. The figures show tho.t of the 691 pedestrians killed and 7,308 in­
jured by automobiles, more than one-half were guilty of contributory negli­
gence in that they were making improper use of the highways when struck. 
Nearly 2B per cent of the victims crossod the street b 1Jtwcen intersections, 
a rash form of jay walking; nearly 21 per cent stopped out from behind parked 
vehicles into the path of oncoming automobiles; nearly 5 per cent crossed the 
intersection against the red light and 2 per cent crossed the intersection 
diagonally. 

An encouraging feature of the pedestrian problem, however, was the 
reduction in the number of children killod and injurod :i1hile playing in the 
street; 22 childron were killed and ?79 injured while thus engaged as com­
pared with 41 fa tali ties and 845 injuri~s the pr,2vi.ous yec..r. Thero are some 
who will argue thnt children have no right to play in the streets and that 
when they do and are struck by an automobile, the driv0r should not be 
blamed. Theoretically, this conclusion is sound but common sense should 
impel drivers to mak:3 allmvances for the impul si voness of children who, 
whun engaged in play, may dart off the curb into the po.th of a car without 
warning. Children ahead should be a danger signal to drivers; a signal to 
slacken speed, keep tho foot on the brak0 and b0 prepared for sudden 
emergency. 

Reduction is also noted in the number of persons injurod while walking 
along the roadway but there was an incre~se in the numbur killed; 119 were 
killed and 290 injured as compared with 104 killed and 3?3 injured in 1936. 
Safety education was undoubtedly responsible for this reduction in the 
number of pedestrians injur~)d but tho casual ties aro still unreasonably 
high. Many of these accidents would be avoided if the pedestrian would 
walk against instead of with traffic. 

ACTIONS 0 F PEDESTRIANS K TILED AND INJ1JRED 

Getting on or off 
street car 

Getting on or off 
other vehicle 

In street, not at 
intersection 

Playing in street 
Coming from behind 
parked vehicle 

In safety zone 
At work on car in 

roadway 
Walking on or along 

roadway 
Crossing at inter-
sect.with signe.l 

Crossing intersec. 
against signal 

Crossing at inter-
sec, ,no signal 

Crossing at inter-
sec. diagonally 

Hitching on vehicle 
Not in roadv-.ray 
Other o.ctions 

Total 

Total 
Accidents 

16 

?l 

2235 
801 

16?0 
12 

52 

409 

186 

381 

1752 

166 
34 

149 
65 

?999 

P0r 
Cent 

.2 

.887 

27.941 
10.014 

20.879 
.15 

• 65 

5.113 

2.325 

4.?63 

21.903 

2.0?6 
.425 

1.862 
.812 

100. 

In Fo. te.l 
Accidcmts 

2 

2 

246 
22 

109 
1 

11 

119 

8 

31 

102 

19 
1 
? 

11 

691 

Per 
Cent 

• 289 

.289 

35. 6C4 
3.183 

15.??8 
.144 

1.591 

17. 221 

1.157 

4.486 

14.?62 

2.?49 
.144 

1.012 
1.591 

100. 

Non-Fatal 
Accidents 

14 

69 

1989 
?79 

1561 
11 

41 

290 

178 

350 

1650 

147 
33 

142 
54 

7308 

For 
Cent 

.191 

.944 

2?. 219 
10.659 

21.363 
.150 

.561 

3.968 

2.435 

4.789 

22.5?8 

2.011 
• 451 

1.943 
• 738 

100. 
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:Further study of the "walking in roadway" victims shows that 108 of the 
119 fatalities and 210 of the 290 pedestrians injured occurred during hours 
of darkness. It would appear from this that poor driver vision, the result 
of inadequate street illumination and improper adjustment of headlights, is 
an important factor in these accidents. Inspection of headlights, as now 
being done by the Motor V0hicie Department, at the inspection stations, 
should reduce this particular hazard during the coming year. 

NIGHT ACCIDEN"TS. The need for greater caution at night, on the part 
of both the driver and the pedestrian, is revealed in a study of accidents 
during the year that occurred during normal hours of darkness. During these 
hours only 20 per cent of the 24-hour day's traffic is on the roads. Yet, 
45 per cent of all accidents and 68 per cent of total deaths occurred at 
night. 

Dark hours were extrewely hazardous for the pedestrian. Slightly more 
than half the accidents involving the pedestrian and seventy-eight per cent 
of the pedestrian deaths occurred under cover of darkness. 

The following table shows the relationship of night accidents, fatal­
ities and injuries to the total: 

TOTAL NIGHT --- ---
Accidents 33 '410 17 ,40? 
Fatalities 1,278 871 
.Pedestrian Fa tali tbs 691 538 
Injuries 28,835 13,634 

HOURS OF OCCTJRRirnCE. Eight and one-half per cent of all accidents 
occurred between the.hours of 5:00 P.M. and 6:00 P.M. which, as in other 
years vvas tho most hazardous hour of tho day. More persons were killed, 
however, during the lat~:.:r hour, 6 :00 P.M. to 7 :OO P.M., whereas in the year 
1936, the peak hour of fatalities was 7:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. The safest 
hour of th0' day was between 5 :OO A.M. and 6 :OO A.M. when only one per cent 
of the day's accidents took place. 

HOURS OF occmm-H:T'~C~ OF AUTOMOBILE Ace rnwrrs ----··-·· 
___ .. ____________ 

Total Psr Fatal Per Oth·3r Per 
Acc:Ldf:"'.lts Cont Accidents Cnnt Accidents Cent --·-- -·--·-

12 to 1 A.M. 1,258 3.276 Go 5. 50t? 1,193 3.204 
1 to 2 A.M. 1,100 2.863 46 :::-;. f3~8 1,054 2.831 
2 to 3 A.M. 1,074 2.796 57 4.830 1,017 2.?31 
3 to 4 A.M. 882 2.296 t'"/. 'A 2.796 849 2.280 UU 

4 to f) A.M. 514 l.33t3 28 2.372 486 1.306 
5 to 6 A.M. 385 1.002 2? 2.288 358 .962 
6 to 7 A.M. 484 1.260 11 .932 473 1.271 
7 to 8 A.M. 1,118 2. 910 20 1. 694 1,098 2.949 
8 to 9 A.M. 1 '~304 3.394 26 2. C-203 1,278 3.432 
9 to 10 A.M. 1,097 2.856 22 1.864 1,075 2.888 

10 to 11 A.M. 1,2·94 3,529 217. ._, 1. 9:'1-9 1,371 3.682 
11 to 12 Noon 1,790 4.660 37 z .• 125 1,753 4.708 
12 to 1 P.M. 1,660 4.3?.l 31 2.627 1,629 4.375 

1 to 2 P.M. l,f92 4:.1·14 15 1. 271 1,577 4.235 
2 to 3 P.M. 1,769 L_t. 605 2? 2. :~88 1,742 4.679 
3 to 4 P.M. 2,034 5.425 28 2.3?2 2,056 5.522 
4 to 5 P.M. 2,447 6.3?0 4:3 3. 6~·-A 2,404 6.459 
5 to 6 P.M. 3,277 8.53? 91 7. 717 3,186 8.559 ,.. to 7 P.M. 2,647 6.896 115 9.?49 2,532 G.804 0 

? to 8 P.M. 2,630 6. g,1:7 108 9.152 2,522 6. 7·72 
8 to 9 P.M. 2,356 6.133 97 8.222 2,259 6.068 
9 to 10 P.M. 1,837 t'.'t. ?82 82 6.949 1,755 4. 714 

10 to 11 P.M. 1,566 4.077 72 6.101 1,494 4.012 
11 to 12 P.M. 1,643 .:_h. 27? 64 5.423 1,579 ii. 241 
Not Stated 502 1.306 12 1.016 490 1.316 

Total 38 ,410 100. 1,180 100. 37,230 100. 
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DAYS OF OCCURRENCE OF ACCIDfil"!TS. Saturday, as in former years, con­
tinued to be the worst day of the week for accidents. It likewise took the 
lead in the matter or traffic fatalities, increasing nearly five per cent 
over the previous year. The safest day was Tuesday. 

DAYS OF OCCURRENCE OF AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS 

Total Per Tutal Per Other Per 
Accidents Cent Accidents Cent Accidents Cent ----

Sunday 6,857 17.854 237 20.085 6,620 17. 783 
Monday 5 ,115 13. 316 153 12.967 4,962 13.328 
Tuesday 4,288 11.163 112 9.492 4,176 11. 216 
Wednesday 4,411 11.483 114: 9.661 ·1,297 11.541 
Thursday 4,697 12.229 135 11.440 4,562 12.253 
Friday 5,936 15.454 181 15.338 5,755 15.458 
Saturday 6,990 18.198 248 21.017 6,742 18.109 
Not Stated 116 .303 116 .312 

Total 38 ,410 100. 1,180 100. 3? '23.(l 100. 

FATALITIES IN URBAN AND RURAL DISTRICTS. A study of fatal accidents 
in urban (municipalities with 10,000 population and over) and rural dis-
tricts again shows more fatalities having occurred in the rural sections of 
the State. Rural district fatalities comprised. 51.6 per cent of the total. 

However, the urban districts showed that 66 per cent of the casualties 
involved pedestrians while in the rural districts the pedestrian fatalities 
were 43 per cent of the total. The following tables show the record of 
fatalities in urban and rural districts according to types of accidents 
and age groups: 

FATALITIES IN URBA..i\J DISTRICTS ACCORDPJG 1I10 AGE GROUPS 

Collision with 

Pedestrian 
Other motor vehicle 
Horse-drawn vehicle 
Railroad train 
Street car 
Bicycle 
Fixed object 
Non-collision opr. 
Non-operating 

Total 

Total 
Killed 0-4 

408 22 
129 3 

1 
4 1 

13 
44 
19 1 

618 27 

5-14 15-21 22-64 

37 10 233 
5 20 88 

1 
1 2 

? 5 1 
10 31 

1 6 11 

50 52 367 

FATALITIES IN RURAL DISTRICTS ACCORDING rro AGE GROUPS 

Total 
Collision with Killed 0-4 5-14 15-21 22-64 

Pedestrian 283 5 38 11 172 
Other motor vehicle 207 2 6 38 138 
Horse-drawn vehicle 
Railroad train 21 1 2 6 11 
Street car 2 2 
Bicycle 13 3 ? 2 
Fixed object 82 l 11 63 
Non-collision opr. 51 6 9 35 
Non-operating 1 1 

Total 660 8 56 82 424 

65-0ver 

106 
13 

3 

122 

65-0ver 

57 
23 

1 

1 
7 
1 

90 
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ROAD .l'u"l\J"'D VfEAT'"tlER CONDITIONS. Three-fourths of all accidents occurred 
in clear weather and. on dry road surfaces, which conditions were general 
throughout the country. 

ROAD CONDITIONS UNDER v1HICH ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 

Total Per Fatal Per Other Per 
.Accidents Cent Accidents Cent Accidents Cent 

Dry 28 ,842 75.091 935 79.23 27,907 74.959 
Wet 8,304 21. 619 222 18.82,3 8 ,082 21. 708 
Muddy 19 .049 19 .051 
Snowy 701 1.825 10 .847 691 1.856 
Icy 544 1.416 13 1.1 531 1.426 --- --

Total 38 ,410 100. 1,180 100. 37,230 100. 

WEATHER CONDITIONS UNT.ER WHICH ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 

Total Per Fatal Per Other Per 
Accidents Cent itccidents Cent Accidents Cent -

Clear 29,646 7? .184 936 79.323 28 '710 77 .117 
Fog 638 1.661 47 3. 983 591 1.587 
Rain 7,236 18.838 180 15.254 7,056 18.952 
Snow 890 2.317 17 1.440 873 2.344 ---

Total 38,410 100. 1,180 100. 37,230 100. 

ACCIDENTS INVOLVING DRIVERS WHO "HAD B:2EN DRINK nm". While "had been 
drinking" driver accidents were about in line with the general increase in 
accidents, the number of persons who lost their lives in these collisions 
more than doubled. Fatalities totaled 118 as compared with 57 in the 
previous year. This was an increase of 107 per cent; 1,554 persons were in­
jured, an increase of 15 per cent. 

It should be understood that not all the drivers involved in these acci­
dents were convicted under the drunken driving law. They represented differ­
ent degrees of intoxication, some drivors having imbibed only a few drinks 
while others were inebriated in the full meaning of the word. In every case 
there were evidences of alcoholic influence on the part of a driver or drivers 
which undoubtedly was the direct caus13 of the accident. 

The unfortunate phase of accidents involving "had been drinking" drivers 
is the relatively small number of offending op·::.n:~qtors found among the casual­
ties. Of the 118 persons who lost their livus last year only 28 were the 
alcoholic operators ro,sponsible for the accidents. The great majority were 
innocent victims, eight b0ing other drivers unfortunate enough to be in the 
zig-zagging path of th0 inebriate drivers' cars, fifty-five were passengers 
and twenty-seven were peddstrians. Fiftaen of the offending drivers in fatal 
accidents hit and ran. 

As a class, there were more multiple-death accidents among "had been 
drinking" drivers than any other group of drivers. While the deaths totaled 
118, those occurred in but 9? accidents, three of which were four-death acci­
donts, three were threo-death accidents and there were six two-death acci­
dents. 

ACCIDENTS INVOLVING DRIVERS WHO "HAD BEEN DRTIJKING". 

ACCIDENTS KILLED INJURED 

Collision :vi th 193? 1936 1937 1936 1937 1936 

Pedestrian 41 31 27 11 21 2? 
Other motor vehicle 1,6?0 1,425 51 30 1,378 1,201 
Horse-drnwn vehicle 3 10 11 
R-.ilroad train 2 3 1 
Street car 3 1 
Bicycle 8 1 4 9 2 
Fixed object 123 106 27 15 104 90 
Non-collision opr. 37 10 9 1 41 6 

Total 1,887 1,586 118 5? 1,554 1,338 
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Nearly forty per cent of the drinking driver accidents occurred between 
10:00 P.M. and 3:00 A.M. while more fatal accidents took place between mid­
night and 1 :OO A.M. than during cmy other hour. The outstanding violation 
was "on wrong side of road", i;1hi ch is Gasily understandable in a dri var under 
the influence of alcohol. 

The vast majority of cars involved were the passenger type although 
there were 119 commercial V6hicles propellod by drinking drivers, twelve 
taxicabs and four motorcycles. 

DRIVERS ASLEEP. iUthough not a major cause of accidents, the driver 
who falls asleep at the wheel merits grave consideration on the basis of his 
roQord during the year. There were 416 of these cases reported in which 30 
lives were lost and 321 persons were injur0d. The increase in accidents was 
48 per cent. 

As would be expect0d, more than three-fifths (or 65 por cent) of the 
sleepy driver accidents occurred during the seven-hour period between mid­
night and 7:00 A.M. One-half the accidents involved collisions with other 
motor vehicles and 46 per ~ont were collisions with fixed objects. More than 
one-half the drivers who i'all asleep were betwc:on the ages of eighteen and 
thirty-four. 

ACCIDENTS INVOLVIl'l"G DRIVERS rrno FELL .rlSLEEP AT THE WHEEL 

ACCIDENTS KILLED INJURED 

Collision with 1937 1936 1937 1936 1937 1936 

Pedestrian 4 5 1 10 6 
Other motor vehicle 207 131 16 8 180 140 
Horse-drawn vehicle 2 2 3 
Street car 1 2 1 2 
Bicycle 1 1 1 2 
Fixed object 191 130 11 8 115 104 
Non-collision opr. 10 10 2 2 10 15 

Total 416 281 30 19 321 267 

AGE OF DRIVERS. Between 25 and 34 years was the dangerous age for 
drivers, there being more in this group involved in accidents during the 
year than any other ages. The driver under eighteen years figured in one 
and one-half per cent of the total accidents. 

Under 18 
18 to 24 
25 to 34 
35 to 50 
51 to 64 
65 and over 
Not statl=:d 

Total 

AGES 0 F DRIVERS INVOLVED IN ACCIDENTS 

Total 
Accidents 

1,042 
13,733 
16,736 
16 ,150 

4,057 
651 

14,5?2 

66,941 

Per 
Cent 

1.556 
20. 516 
25.002 
24.126 

6.06 
.972 

21. 768 

100. 

Fatal 
Accidents 

22 
423 
465 
401 

79 
18 

120 

1,528 

Per 
Cent 

1.439 
27. 684 
30.432 
26.244 
5.17 
1.178 
7.853 

100. 

Other 
Accidents 

1,020 
13,310 
16, 271 
15,749 

3,978 
633 

14,452 

65,413 

Per 
Cent 

1.559 
20.348 
24.8?5 
24.077 

6.081 
.967 

22.093 

100. 

TYPES OF VEHICLES. More than four-fifths of the vehicles in accidents were 
of the passenger type. Nearly fourteen per cent were commercial vehicles, 
two per cent were buses, eight-tenths of one per cent were taxicabs and 
one-half of one per cent were motorcycles. 

TYPES OF VEHICLES INVOLVED IN ACCIDENTS 

Total Per Fatal Per Other Per 
Accidents Cent Accidents Cent Accidents Cent 

Passenger 55,094 82.305 1,183 77.423 53,911 82.42 
Commercial 9,286 13.872 243 15.904 9,043 13.828 
Taxi 583 .870 12 • 785 571 .872 
Bus 1,506 2. 2.:19 39 2.552 1,467 2.243 
Motorcycle 385 .575 29 1.897 356 .544 
Not stated 87 .129 22 1.439 65 .093 

Total 66,941 100. 1,528 100. 65 ,413 100. 
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LOCATION OF ..:~CCIDB'JTS. A. study of the location of the yenr' s accidents 
r,avsals that fifty-ono per-cent occurr0d at intdrs8ctions. This was a three 
per c::mt increase in intersuction accid'":nts over th0 previous year. The 
fatal accident picture, honevsr, prsscnts a diff~rent story. H0re, two-thirds 
of tho accidents occurred bet~een int0rscctions aLd but thirty-o~e per cent 
at intersections. 

ROAD LOC./l.TION 0 F .ACCIDENTS 

Total Per Fat2l Per Other Per 
Accidents Cent Acddents C0nt .Accidents Cent ----

At intersection 19 '594 51. 013 367 31.102 19,22? 51. 644· 
Not at intersection 18,251 47. 517 779 66.017 1? ,472 46.93 
On bridge 499 1.299 18 1.525 481 1.292 
Rr.lilroad crossing 66 .171 16 1.356 50 .134 -·-- ---

Total 38,410 100. :. '·. 1,180 100., 37,230 100. 

ACCIDENTS BY COUNTIES. With few exceptions, every county contributed 
to tho State's increase in accid0nts, douths and injurios. Essex County led 
all other counties in accidents ~hile rural Sussex h~d the fewest. One of 
the interesting fee..tures of the accident analysis is that while Hudson County 
ranked second in total accidents, it was cxceoded by both Bergen and Middle­
sex Counties in the number of traffic d0aths. 

Following is a two year comparison of the counties: 

TOT.:J, ACCIDE1\1TS, TOT.AL KILLED .AND NUMBER INJURZD 

ACCORDING TO COUNTIES 

TOTAL .ACCIDENTS NUMBER KlLLED NUMBER rnJURED 

1937 1936 1937 1936 1937 1936 

Atlantic 679 651 72 61 698 704 
Bergen 2,696 2,331 110 95 1,979 1,763 
Burlington 679 609 45 36 626 585 
Camden 2,084 2,04:9 104 83 1,857 1,833 
Cape May 335 269 18 22 236 200 
Cumberland 283 223 31 19 255 204 
Essex 11,231 9,525 195 148 ?,631 6,567 
Glouc=::stc;r 636 523 2·3 47 585 608 
Hudson 4,533 4,022 109 91 3,238 2,950 
Hunterdon ,370 300 20 1<1- 302 226 
Merc2r 1, 761 1,884 55 46 1,243 1,170 
Middlesex 2,139 1,840 121 97 1,837 1,574 
Monmouth 1,436 1,102 .:.19 71 1,077 1,028 
Morris 1,041 929 47 24 812 658 
Ocean 432 386 18 23 338 345 
Passaic 3,152 2,855 63 67 2,29? 2,095 
Salem 222 195 19 25 190 200 
Somerset 670 611 55 32 557 553 
Sussex 290 260 7 13 24:2 227 
Union 3,409 3,455 95 ?4 2,527 2,404 
Warren 332 340 12 19 258 291 

Total 38 ,410 34 ,3t,r9 1,278 1,107 28,835 26,185 

STLTE HIGHWAY ACCIDENTS. T;;;enty-threo per cent of all q.ccidents, 
thirty-eight per cent of all fa tali ties and t\7Emty-six per cent of all 
injuries occurred on State Highways. The highest accidGnt severity was 
found on Route #25 (one of the busiest thoroughfares in tho East) where 
2,012 accidents, 80 fatalities and 1,695 personal injuries were recorded for 
the year. Route #t~, the longest of State highways, ranked second with 675 
accidents, 37 deaths and 619 injuries. 
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ACC IDEJ'Yrs, FATALITIES AND FERSONAL INJURIES ON 
STATE HIGH1NAY ROUTES IN 193? 

ROUTE ACCIDENTS DEATHS INJURIES 

l 294 17 229 
2 269 13 187 
3 150 4 114 
4 675 37 619 
4-N 114 1 56 
5 1 l 
5-N 13 7 
6 392 32 353 
7 50 2 44 
8 19 29 
8-N 9 l 

10 162 10 145 
12 12 2 14 
21 266 10 169 
23 265 10 213 
24 207 7 143 

S-24 88 2 53 
25 2,012 80 1,695 
26 22? g 173 
2? 401 14 271 
28 393 23 307 

S-28 65 11 51 
29 489 39 437 
30 126 9 92 
31 132 5 109 

S-31 43 2 45 
32 77 4 55 
33 146 8 136 
34 69 3 61 
35 276 14 237 
36 56 4 56 
37 89 2 91 
38 29 3 24 
39 86 3 80 
40 74 5 85 

S-40 13 1 11 
41 14 10 

S-41 25 1 22 
42 160 20 189 
43 320 36 329 
44 110 9 91 
45 122 8 113 
46 34 3 37 
47 118 7 108 
48 101 4 124 
49 68 4 82 

S-49 32 5 39 
50 27 2 19 --· 

Total 8 '920 487 7,554 

In keeping with the general increase, fatalities on the Brunswick Pike, 
which comprises Route #25 between Jersey City and North Brunswick and 
Route #26 between North Brunswick and Trenton, jumped from 49 in 1936 to 63 
this year. Newark, Woodbridge and R~ritan were the danger spots along this 
route, while South Brunswick and Plainsboro, where the highway has been 
improved with a safety island, had no fatal accid0nts. 

The following table shows the location of fatalities over a four year 
period: 
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LOCATION o~· FA.rr.ALITE,S O.N BRUNSvVICK f·IKE 

1937 1936 1935 1934: 

Jersey City 3 2 4 
Kearny 2 1 1 
Newark 10 6 13 5 
Elizabeth 5 3 8 9 

Linden 8 9 8 7 
Rahway 1 5 
Woodbridge 11 5 4 7 
Metuchen 
Raritan 13 9 2 13 
New Brunswick 1 1 
North Brunswick 5 3 l ') i.-J 12 
South Bruns'.7i ck 7 4 15 
Plainsboro 2 2 ~ u 

West V!indsor , 
1 3 2 .J. 

Lawrence 5 2 2 9 

Total 63 49 67 90 

Route #29, the second ranking State Highway from the standpoint of 
traffic had a fifty per cent increase in deaths, the toll jumping from 26 
in 1936 to 39. ~llowing is a four-year record of fatalities on this route: 

LOCATION OF FATALITES ON ROlJ:rE #29 

Newark 
Hillside 
Union 'IW:;•. 
Springfield. 
Mountainside 
Scotch Plains 
North Plainfield 
Green Brook 
Bound Brook 
Wtltchung 
Bridgewater 
Somerville 
Branchburg Twp. 
Readington 
Raritan T:1;;. 
East Amwell 
Wust .Aniwell 

Total 

1937 

1 
7 
4 

6 
3 
1 

10 

1 

39 

1936 

1 

1 

8 

1 
5 

1 
4 
1 
2 
l 

1 

26 

1935 

2 
3 
3 

3 
2 

11 

7 

4 

35 

1934 

2 
1 
2 
4 
4 

3 
3 

21 
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The Wuite Horse Pike had the highest death rate in its history, 
39 fatalities having occurred during the year. The casualties in the 
previous year numbered 23. T·.1e four-year record of deaths is as follows: 

LOCATION OF B"'ATALITISS ON WHITE HORSE PIKE 

1937 1936 1935 1934 

Absecon 1 1 
Egg Harbor City 1 
Galloway 3 4 3 4 
Mullica 5 2 2 4 
Hammonton 5 2 1 1 
Winslow 1 1 3 
Chesilhurst 1 2 
Somerdale 1 3 
Stratford 1 
Waterford 1 1 2 3 
Berlin 5 3 4 1 
Clementon 3 
Laurel Springs 1 
Magnolia 2 4 2 
Lawnside 3 1 2 
Barrington rz v 

Haddon Heights 2 1 1 
Audubon 1 3 3 
Hi-Nella 1 
Oaklyn 2 
Collingswood 1 
Camden 1 

Total 36 23 22 28 
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Besides its many other aepartmet!.tal rssponsibili tics, the Motor 
Vehicle Inspection Staff made 11,451 aITi:str; dnring· the year for viola­
tions of the M1)tor Vehicle:: m:d Traf'fic Lcws that netted tho State Treasury 
$1(22,tJOG.50. Its other outstand.ing accomplishment ~nus the r~xamination of' 
135,043 applicants for d::r_·ivm·s' liec-rrrnes of which number llf~,324 v1ere 
pasE;~ed and 22, 219 v,-er1·; r:_; j e cte:l. 

The present pursornel consi.sts o~' a chi.er in::;p:~ctor, sevcm deputy­
chief inspectors and 89 inspc:ctc:rs. The perf;or~n_;:!l incrf::ase over th2 
previous year was the ra~rnl.t of. L ,:.:~~j_ f::ll.ati v·3 ac 1.:. ·:Ihi ch added a road :patrol 
of twcnty-fi ve men to operDte in arc- :-· oJ:' gruTLc.st congestion and need-an 
incremont which rermi tted a muc·h sur.:ri:::ir t~.rp.:;: cf i)atrol. 

Because of its limited rerronnol, this spcci~l ~atrol has been so~u­
what restricted in its acti.v:Lty. At 1~he pr.:scnt tim'::: it is operati!l~~, 
twenty-four hours :pur day, on Rout #2? buh: rm Nevrnr1'. and th,3 Raritan 
traffic circle and on Houtc 1/25 b'.Jt~1J.:)l;n th•3 Elizabeth traffic circle and 
the Raritan River. The .;ratifying rGsults of thi8 activity can be seen in 
the closing paragraphs o: this chapter. 

As usual, the drivers' licenso examinations havo baen carried on 
without interruption. Tests arc conduct~d,ut 34 points in the State, 
located where they are of' convoni once to the groat est numb,;r of motorists. 

Until such ti "!JG ns larger 8.'ppropriations and per~::.onnel will pormi t, 
the Department will be unable to add to the ri~idity of its drivers' ex­
aminations which authorities agree is necessary in keepin~ with present 
day driving conditions. With suffi.cicnt man-power it wouB. be possible to 
use a ~reatly extendert road test and to substitute for the present written 
test an oral examination which could be used as a rnc:)ar.s of imparting a 
safety message to new drivers as vrc11 es to determine the 8xtent of the 
applicant's knowled{!e of the trEf':fic Ar~<1 motor· vehic1c' 1aw:3. 

It should be understood, howr.wnr, that any change in the examination 
method of drivers vJOuld not com1:;letely correct tho situation. There are 
too many thousa~.1ds of L~rivers, licen.sud in other Statc:;,s, using Nev'J Jersey 
highways v1ho would not b'..~ at':t'ectcd by any re;: tl ictions irnposed on local 
dri ver,s. It would ho':revor, be a st(;p in the rie:c:nt direction. and -.'J'ould not 
be long bt~fore othur States ac~opted onl' 1iolJ_cy. 

In addition to the rc;¢_n1lar e:x:arcination, trw Depart:11ent conducts u 
different teAt for persons de~d:::::·ous •J_c' ·Jpurating vnhicL-;s licensed for the 
transportation of rassen~ers for hire. This special test includes a phys­
ical 8Xarnination b7 a physidan. rroday, all. IT18l1 ervraged in Operating buses 
carry special liceni::es thus asstiring the 11ublic they :possess a reasonable 
degree of rhysicel fitness. 

Another responsibility of the in.srection force is the ch, .. :ck made, 
at various times, of licens0 cards and thP condition of safsty equipment 
on vehicles. This type of ~ork has proved effective in tho past and will 
be continued in th.3 futu:r·e uhe.:-wver scL. .. :;dulcrn can l!2 so arr1.-:..n,~·~d. 

Thi::; Inspection Foret; is chu.rgc;d ~vi th the duty o:t' investigatinb auto­
mobil8 junk yards and it has be1.;n used 011 numerous oc:casio:rn to chuck 
magistrati:0s' dockets v;ith r.::.;f'er1:..,nce to fines colluct0d. The Force lL. ,­
v:is!.: assists in the administr.-:1tion oi' thE; Bill of Salo Law and has invosti­
gat(;d every application for dco.lors' licenses and a.~~olers' re~~istration 

plates. 

An important phase o:r' invcutigotion work is th<::~t conduct2d in connec­
tio~ -,1i th fatal acc:id;Jnts. Ev::;ry fDtal traffic accidr,nt is pro bud and a 
report made to the Co~1issioncr to b;-; nsr:;d e'.s a bar .. is for action 0gninst 
the O:fh:rator or on<.::;rntors r:.:sponsiblc. Conroletnts recc~ivorl from citizens 
as \;:;ell as thosH r(:::ceivGd by other cL;1)c.rtment·-1 divisions Gre 3.lso investi­
fWtcd by the Force. It also co:.lccts driv,_::r~>' licunsi;s and r~;gistrations 
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which have been revoked -- an actJvi ty th:::1t cornmrrus a ri:reat d:Jal of the 
insp0ctors' time. 

On two special occasions durin~ the Y': ar, all avnilable mDTnbars of 
the Force were assigned to road work in c.:.n·tr-..:in cont~cstcd arJas during the 
early Sund:iy morning hours in a campai::;n af;2i11st the d&ngcrous practi c::_~ 
of driving while undar the influoncc of liquor. This form of activity hud 
a salutary EJffcct and will be continw:;d in the future. 

The; truck overload situation has bc:un sm-;i::-Jwhr~ t rer1udiod as th·.; r'Jsul t 
of the Depo.rt:ncnt' s activity. The tusk of weighing trucks h;:.s ·000:i cJ.rried 
out whenever opportunity was available. 

Iv!any spec~le.l dct.'.-:ils WE:r.:; provi(~.r;;d d'Jrin.g the y•Ytr. A nurn.ber cf th0 
insp3ctors voluntarily joined th::; spuakc.:rD buru:-~u of thu D~i_visicrn. 01' 

S!'J.fety Education anrJ d:.:li v!':;r;;d numc:rcus s'lfcty add.r~::ss 1~::s ~Jhi ch hav.; un­
doubtndly contri but ::Cl. to the incr··;.1.S<:d int1·Jr ;st in sc;.futy. 'Turn ins:poctors 
are assigned oxclusi voly to the Sr.: .. f•)ty Edi.1c::~tion Di vision whor6 they are 
engaged in the showing of safc:ty rnotio 1.i ri cb1res c.nd othor 1rrork of o. t ch­
ni cal natur0. On:::; in.spl:;ctor ~7t-is pcrmu.ncmtly e,s3igned to thu Division of 
Traffic Regulation and Control for the ::;:·urpos·.=· of making invcstii:'/J.tiom.i. 
A.11other inspector we.s assigned to tl:u.~ t£:.sk of checking st·Jlen. c.\rs u.nd 
running do·,-m notoriou.s aut,Jmobil::.; theft rir.gs. 

During tho li ccmso renew;_;,l secson it is the custom to assign o. group 
of inspectors to transport reports froill the agencies to th0 cuntral officJ, 
thus offoct ing a grcc. t sc:vi:r'.g in tirn.u rmd money. 

The most offecti ve riethod of roducing the incr .Jc.:.sin.g c:.ccidont toll 
is the~ re:asonnbly strict but continuous cnf0rcem0n.t of th.:..: tr!'•.ffic lc.ws. 
In ordGr to be t·~ffectivJ, authoritj_~~s contend that enforce;~~tent should be 
increased to the roint wtlere the enforcen:ent ir.:dex. will show a r'::;ading 
of at least 12 and preferably 15. rrhe 1937 enforce~ent index for New Jersey 
was 3.8 -- far too lor:r to be e.ffecti Vf~. On. t~e r)ther hano in the areas 
where the special ratrols orerated chirinu: the last '.:'our m:rnths of the year, 
the enforcement index was 13.5. 

It is obvious that enforcement wort should b2 increased to a point 
where the index will reach a pro y=:r fL~ur:j. In order to be e~['fccti ve, 
such enforceeent should cover at lt:aTt cv1::r~r ~!18.i n. truffic artery and 
should be on a 24-hour basis. rI1he work should bo :p8rforx.od by trained 
men who have no other du~cies to hampE:.::r th8.~n. ·They should be s:i;:,::;cialists 
in their line -- devoting their ti:ma on:i.y Lo ir;;:proving hie;hway saf ::;ty. 
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Herevnth is a breakdovm of Inspection Force activities and re-

Total h0nrs 
Sick days 
Days Off 
Vacation 
Travel 
Patrol 
Loolr-ups 
Pick-ups 
Check-ups 
Scales 
Examinations 
Court 
Safety education 
Stolen cars 
Special detai 1 
Traffic engineering 
Adninistration 
Miscellaneous 
Violations reported 
Violations adjusted 
Surm;10nses 
Cases investigated 
Registrations collected 
Drivers' licenses collected 
Mileage 
(}as 
Oil 
Fines 
Arrests 
Inspectors 

199,762 3/4 
. 474 

4,389 
960 

24·, 711 
dfas 
1 4 hours 

70,~~48 3/4 hours 
1/2 hours 17,052 

5, 041 1/2 hours 
2,104 3/4 hours 

242 1/2 hours 
52,109 J_/4 hours I 

6,194 3/4 hours 
5,760 1/4 hours 

615 
4, 109 
1,432 1/2 hours 
5,929 hours 
4,211 3/4 hours 

11,225 
4b, 416 

1,903 
11, 465 

~;7,90?..25 
(Sl, 498. oo 

1,531,096 
109,995 3/4 gallons 

6,165 quarts 
$122,506.50 

11, 451 
97 

FoJlowing are the results of.the Special Patrol covering the 
months of September, October, lTovember and December; the not operating 
cost for which was $19,453.81 leaving a net baJ.ance for tho State dur­
ing this period of 3%24, 590. 69. (These figures are included in the 
figures for the entire Inspection Force proceeding): 

Total hours 
Sick days 
Days off 
Vacation 
Patrnl 
Court 

SPECIAL PATROL 

Violations reported 
Violations adjusted 
Summonses 
Registrations collected 
Drivers' licenses collected 
Mileage 
Gas 

Oil 
Fines 
Arrests 
Inspectors 
Warnings 

19,484 
6 

520 
64 days 

18,271 hours 
1,213 hours 
2,925 

10,3CO 
715 

$G84.20 
$156.00 
267' 769 

20, 7f38 gallons 
988 quarts 

,~., 44' 044. 50 
5,086 

33 
llO 
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DRIVERS EXAMINATIOM) FOR 1937 

Location Passed Re~:.c~ Total -- ........ .......,._,...._ 

Asbury Park 2,149 373 2,522 
Atlantic City 2,679 755 3,434 
Bridgeton 1,385 365 1,750 
Burlington 570 139 709 
Camden 6,082 1,318 7,400 
Cape Hay Court House 839 214 1,053 
Dover 1,415 161 1,576 
Elizabeth 9, 692 1,970 11, 662 
Englewood 1,587 156 1,743 
Freehold 1,021 263 1,284 
Hackensack 20,179 3,849 24, 028 
Hackettstown 916 104 1,020 
Hammonton 462 102 564 
Jersey City 8, 190 1,555 9,745 
Morristovm 1,640 155 1, 79!3 
Mount Holly 582 156 738 
Newark 20,239 3,670 23,909 
New Brunswick 2,473 641 3, 114 
Newton 724 74 793 
Ocean City 820 161 981 
Passaic 1,945 339 2,284 
Paterson 2,655 494 3,149 
Perth Amboy 1,322 326 1,648 
Phillipsburg 995 104 1,099 
Plainfield 2,254 328 2,582 
Red Bank 1, ~j 26 416 2,342 
Ridgev-rnod 1,529 190 1, 719 
Salem 1,167 279 1,446 
Somerville 2,830 623 3,453 
Slmnni t 893 111 1,004 
Sussex 313 26 339 
Toms River 630 98 728 
Trenton 6,408 1,598 8,006 
Woodbury 4,313 1,106 5, 1~:19 

----
112,824 22,219 135,043 
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DRIVERS' EXAMINATIOJt FOR 1937 

Passed 

8,486 
6,5I;3 
8,748 

10, ~536 
13,551 
13,bl5. 
14,508 
12' J.85 

8,956 
5,842 
2,263 
7,821 

112,824 

Passed 
Rejected 

Illiteracy 
Impaired vision 
Driving test 

Males 

81, 416 
17,810 

9S,226 

Written test and miscollaneous 

Rejected 

1, 087 
942 

1,443 
l~ 992 
2,932 
3, 018 
3,249 
2,998 
1,779 
1,208 

4::99 
1,072 

22,219 

FemEi.los 

31,408 
4,409 

35,817 

Total 

9,573 
7,455 

10,191 
12,328 
16,483 
16,C3.3 
17,757 
15,183 
10,735 

7,050 
2, 762 
8,893 

135,043 

Classes of Rejections 

3,024 
3~268 

9,232 
6,695 

22,219 
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HEARINGS AND RSVOCATIONS 

Tho operating privilogo of 5,876 parsons was revoked by tho Department 
during the yoo.r for various infractions of tho Motor Vehicle and Traffic 
Laws. Over o. twenty yco.r period, tho Dcp artmont has taken this direct action 
against 60,261 individuals. 

A yoar-by-yoar record of total rovocations sinco 1918 is o.s follovrs: 

YEAR REVOCATIONS 

1918 702 
1919 707 
1920 770 
1921 956 
1922 931 
1923 2,080 
1924 2,429 
1925 2,886 
1926 2,750 
1927 3,987 
1928 3,657 
1929 4, 991 
1930 4,949 
19~H 4,993 
1932 4,034 
1933 3,294 
1934 2,863 
1935 3,281 
1936 4,125 
1937 5,876 

TOTAL 60,261 

Fo1lovring is a broak-dovm of tho rovoco.tions: 

1937 1936 1935 

Drivers' lie ens os rovokod 4,335 3,078 2,348 
Flo.cod on prohibitory list 573 499 397 
Reciprocity privileges rovokod 901 <'.1c80 478 
Passenger rogistro.tions revoked 39 42 35 
Motorcycle dri vors' licenses rovokod 19 10 13 
Doalor registrations revoked 9 14 9 
Bus registrations rovokod 2 1 ---

Total 5,876 ~,125 3,281 
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LICENSE REVOCATIONS I:i,OR T!-JREE YE.AR PERIOD 

Driving while intoxicated 
Reckless driving 
Speeding 
Fatal accidents through violations of law 
Obtaining license ·while on revoked list 
Habitual violators 
Failure to appear in answer to surrrrnonsos 
Failure to pay fino 
Leaving scene of acqident 
Misstatement of facts on applic~'.tion 
Larceny and receiving and dri v:i.ng without consent 
Defective vision 
Physically or mentally unfit 
Fraud at examinD.tion 
Driving vri thout o.. lie ens o 
Misrepresenting age 
Permcment revocations due to bad records 
Other violations 

TOTAL 

1937 

1,690 
493 
708 
366 

60 
703 
797 

50 
~l 

44 
85 
12 
87 
57 
55 
25 

3 
560 

5, 876 

1936 

1,534 
402 
180 
194 

81 
257 
616 

45 
59 
43 
95 
14 
59 
55 
70 
11 

0 
410 

4,125 

1935 

1,305 
372 
138 

76 
67 
30 

557 
47 
49 
25 

110 
11 
54 
44 
55 
12 

0 
329 

3,281 

Tho increase in revocations ovor tho yoar 1936 v~s 42 p0r cont but tho 
number of co.sos considered by tho Department WLs 11,370. Thus revocation of 
registration or dri vor' s license WD.s directed in 51 per cont of the total en.sos 
considerod. 

A general tightening of tho traffic laws on tho part of local nagistro.tos 
was rosponsiblo for the incroo..so in tho mun.bor of cases considered. Many ma­
gistrates aro now revoking liconsos of offondcrs instoad of imposing fines, r:t 

pro.ctice hor~rti ly o.pprovod by tho Dopnrtmont in co.sos of flagro..nt violations. 

Tho following table shows the month-by-month record of c'J.sos considorod 
during tho past throe yoo.rs: 

1937 1936 1935 

tTo..nu~"ry 764 527 439 
February 719 443 351 
Mrtrch 774 648 415 
April 881 709 471 
Mu.y . 911 739 454 
Juno 1,043 737 435 
July 972 800 465 
August 991 614 444 
Soptombor 1,006 690 408 
October 1,185 675 568 
Novombor 1,025 533 {185 
Docombor ..!.! 021 711 ·175 

TOTAL 11, 370 7,826 5,266 

DRUNKEN DRIVERS 

Driving whilo under tho influence of liquor lod all other causes for re­
vocation, a total of 1,690 drivers having boon brought to judgment for this 
serious offonso. This Ym.s o. ton per cont incroo.so over the previous yoo.r. 
During tho po.st tvrnnty yoo.rs, tho Motor Vehicle Dopartmont hD.s rovoked tho 
liccmscs of 23, 914 alcoholic dri vcrs. Beginning with 135 revocations in 1918, 
tho yoo..rly totals wont ston.dily upvmrd untiJ. 1930 whon o.n 1111-high total of 
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2,095 license revocations was recorded. The following year this figure dropped 
slightly to 2, 089 and when the Depression vras at its· "peak" in 1932 ccmvictions 
fell to 1,432 and in the following year dropped to 1, 227. Since that time 
the curve has been st ea di 1:-:l upward. 

The yearly record of drunken driver revocations during the twenty year 
period, is as follows: 

CONVICTIONS FOR DRU1-JTCEN DRIVING 

YEAR REVOCATIONS 

HHS 135 
1919 115 
ig20 314 
1921 430 
1922 352 
1923 832 
1924 971 
1925 l,155 
1926 1,259 
1027 l,C40 
1928 1,952 
1929 2,044 
1930 2,095 
1901 2,089 
19~32 1,432 
19~~3 1,227 
1334 1,443 
1935 1,305 
1936 1,534 
1907 1,690 

Total 23,914 

S'EUDY OF DRmr.r\EN DRIVER REVOC.i~ ... TIONS 

ClASSIFI Ci1.TION 

New Jorsoy residents arrested in Nov; Jersey 
Ne1v Jorsoy residents arrestod in other States 
Nev; Jersey residents not holding driver's liconsos, 

placed upon prohibitory list 
Nonrosidonts arrested in Novr Jorsoy 

Total 

HESIDENTS AHR ES TED OUT-OF-THE STATE 

H!37 1936 

New York 18 25 
Pennsylvania 30 49 
Hassachusotts 8 7 
Dolwrrare 3 9 
Connncticut 4 7 
Virginia. 7 6 
Rho do Island 1 
lPTost Virginia 3 
Maryland 8 10 
lfaino 1 1 
North Crtrolina 5 1 
Michigan 2 
Now Ho.mpshiro 2 2 

Total 87 122 

1937 1936 
·r.-i8·1 T;J>:·2 

i...J7 122 

158 142 
161 148 

1"';690 1,534 
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NON-RESIDENT VIOLATORS AND VlHERE THEY RESIDE 

New York 
Pennsyl vanin. 
Maryland 
Dolawo.re 
Connecticut 
Mn.sso.chusotts 
Kontucky 
YTyoming 
District of C,o}umbia 
Illinois 
Georgia 
Ohio 
Ifobro.sko. 
Florida 
Washington 
Michigan 
Virginia. 
Aln.bn.ma 
South Co.rolinet 
Indio.no. 
Idaho 

Iv1o.les 
Fomalos 

Totr.l 

Total 

SEX OF VIOLATORS 

1937 1936 

71 
74 

3 

3 
2 

2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Tifl 

1,648 
42 

1,690 

66 
68 

3 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

2 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1, 511 
23 

1,534 

NATURE OF PENALTIES IHPOSED 

Those totals do not include the number of convictions reported by vo.rious 
Sta tos Trher oin Novv J ors oy oporr~tors woro approhondod and convicted. 

Rosidont Residents 
Dri vors No License Non 

Pre. List RGsidonts Total 

J/'37 1936 1937 1936 1937 1936 1937 1936 
~--- ......._..._... ---

Fino penalty imposed 
and pn.id 629 517 57 31 78 77 764 625 

Jail sontonco imposed 326 279 61 65 25 35 412 379 
Dofn.ultod payment of 

fine and thoroby 
sorvod timo in jo.i 1 329 326 40 46 58 36 427 408 -----

Totals 1, 284 Ll22 158 142 161 148 1,603 1,412 
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CLL\ .. S~FFI CATT OH OF VIOLNT10HS AS TO AGL; 

1937 1936 

17 to 24 175 24 
25 to 35 489 448 
36 to 50 553 512 
51 to 64 139 125 
65 a.nd over 15 13 

Tota.l 1,371 1,122 

COUNTIES VrHEl:n VIOLATORS RESIDE .(,,)TD COUNTIES vn-mRE 1'.u.TlHESTED 

Counties whoro violu..tors rosido Countios whoro viola.tors arrested 

1937 1936 1937 1936 

Atlantic 
Borgen 
Burlington 
Co.mdon 
Cumborlo.nd 
Cn.pe Mn.y 
Essox 
Gloucester 
Hudson 
Hunterdon 
Mercer 
Middlesex 
Monmouth 
Morris 
Ocean 
Passaic 
Salem 
Somerset 
Sussex 
Union 
Warren 

26 
131 

83 
133 

51 
10 

196 
48 

186 
12 
95 
79 
73 
58 
26 
82 
38 
27 
16 

152 
27 

14 
113 
/a 

102 
47 

4 
17G 

23 
112 

14 
59 
69 
48 
53 

9 
69 
16 
27 
12 

105 

.f\..tk.ntic 
Berg on 
Burlington 
Cc~ndc.:n 

Cumbcrllmd 
Co.po M~y 
Essox 
Gloucester 
Hudson 
Hunterdon 
Mercer 
Middlesex 
Monmouth 
Morris 
Ocean 
Passaic 
Salem 
Somerset 
Sussex 
Union 
~Harren 

36 
138 

77 
144 

63 
14 

153 
44 

196 
15 
80 
85 
89 
57 
25 
84 
35 
45 
15 

178 
30 

15 
107 

40 
108 
43 

6 
134 

21 
108 

13 
55 
68 
41 
55 
19 
77 
15 
30 
14 

140 
13 

1,529 1,122 1,603 1, 122 
Non-residents 
arrested in N. J. 161 

1,690 

N. ,J. residents 
arrested in other 
States 

HJJ3ITUl1.L VIOLLTORS 

87 
1, 690 

Because the D8'."Jartment keeps n.n ever watchful eye on the accident 
. reports and records of mo..gistrn.tes' convictions for traffic violations, it 

was possible to "bear dovm" on these undesirables during the year. A total 
of 3,694 such drivers were seL;cted for swrm1ary action, 2,421 receiving 
warning letters, 570 being dismissed with a warning after hearing and 703 
being deprived of their operating licenses. 

The Department regards those operators both lm.fit and unsafe to be 
behind the wheel of a motor vehicle. ThosG who received warning letters 
usually had one serious traffic violo.tion and one or two minor violations 
charged against them - enough to indicate the need of some correctivo in­
fluence. Those who lost their licenses had two or more serious violn.tions 
or two or more serious accidont.s ago.inst their driving r0cords. 

Sinco the Depo.rtment instituted this o.ctivity against the habitual 
offender, it is no longer possible for an operator to ngot D.wu.y" 1'vith re-
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peated or ha bi tuo.l vi olo.tions of tho tro.ffic lavrn. Rnc ords of magi strrltes' 
convictions and o.ccidcnts o.ro f'i1ad in such a mannor tho..t when tvvo convic­
tions or two accidents shovr up c..gainst a dri vcr ho imrnedin.toly becomes 
subject to direct action by tho Dopartuont. Action dopcmds upon thG so­
vori ty o.nd the frequency of off oncos. It is gru.tifying to state tho.t very 
favv roposi.tors ho.vo boon found D.ril.ong ho."hi tual violators. 

FATAL ACCIDENTS ------··-·--
Since Docombor, 1935 tho Dcpartmont has invostigo.tod flll frtto.l traffic 

o.ccidents for the ~urposo of determining vrhothor tho r:i.ccidonts wore tho 
result of improper, or illogo.J. driving. Sufficient evidence to vmrro.nt 
a hcC1.ring was found in 393 cases. In 28() co.sos tho driver's license wo.s 
revoked with no hoo.ring roquostcd, 83 wore revoked o.ftor n hco.ring o.nd 
27 vYoro dismissed o.ftor hearing. 

In mo.ny of those co.sos, tho rovoco.tion vms for o.. fi vc yeo.r period. 
This o.cti vi ty o.go.inst dri vors involved in fato.l o.cci donts is gro.dually 
too.ching tho public that it is no longor possible to to.ko a human 1ifo 
n.s tho result of caroloss oporo.tion of a. Jaotor vohiclo, and escape punish­
ment. Invostigo.tion hc.s shovm that rncmy of tho so fatnl o.ccidonts YTGro 

tho direct result of some minor violo.tion of tho traffic lo.ws and th8.t 
tho o.ccident would not have occurrod if tho driver had exorcised due cau­
tion o.nd co.re. 

HEARINGS 

A total of 1,408 drivers woro accordod hearings during tho year bo­
foro Deputy Commissioner YJillio.m J. Doo.rdon for violo.tions of tho Motor 
Vohiclo and Traffic Lets. Included in the hearings woro tho fatal o.cci­
dont o.nd ho.bi tual viola.tor co.sos as wall o.s 8.pplications for lie enso re­
storation. 

Fol lm1ing is a record of tho typos of hoo.rings hold: 

CLASS I FI CI1.TION OF HEiiliINGS 

HLBITUAL VIOLATORS 

Liconsos rovokod after o. hearing 
Dismiss od with a Wft.rni ng 

RESToR.;1.TIONS 

Rostorod o.ftor o. hoo.ring 
Donia.ls 

FAT,\L ACCIDENTS 

Rovokod o.ftor a hearing 
Dismissed (no action) 

RECKLESS DIUVI NG 

Rovokod nftor o. hearing 
Dismissed (no o.ction) 

PHYSICil.LLY UNFIT 

Revoked o.ftor o. hcmring 
Dismissed (no action) 

329 
570 

257 
77 

83 
27 

13 
3 

10 
3 

899 

110 

16 

13 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Spooding 
Co.roloss driving 
Violating bi 11 of so.lo law 
Mentally unfit 
Not a proper parson 

- 22 -

Not qualified to opero.to a motor vohiclo 
with safety 

Misstatement of facts in application 
.'\.ccidont 
Fraud at motor vehicle agoncy 
Disrogo.rding railron.d signo.1 
Improper uso of a driver's liconsr; 
Improper use of a motor vehicle 
Obtaining o. liconso under u fictitious name 
Loo.ving scone of accident 
Failure to unsvrnr smn.rions 
Vfi thho lding j_nfor:mnti on rogetrdi. ng acci dont 
Unlawful stopping of o.n crntomobi lo 
Obtaining monoy under false protonso 
Falso testimony undor oo.th 
Accidont prone 

TOT/ .. L HE./ . .EINGS HELD 

VHLRNING LETTF,RS SENT 

6 
4 
4 
3 
2 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1,408 

2,421 
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SAFETY EDUCATION 

Although handicapped by insufficient personnel and facilities, the 
Division of Safety Education increased its activities during the year in 
assisting the state, county, municipal, fraternal, industrial officials 
and school authorities with highway safety projects. 

Hundreds of thousands of people were reached through these activities 
in which not only the seriousness of the highway accident problem, but the 
civic and individual responsibility of both motorists and pedestrians alike 
were stressed. 

PRE-SCHOOL CHILD SAFETY 

Appreciating that safety of the pre-school child rests in a large 
measure with parents, the Department rnude many contacts with fathers and 
mothers durin~ the year. The point particularly emphasized at these rneetings 
was that small children, as a rule, lose their lives or are hurt in auto acci­
dents that occur in close proximity to their homos. Naturally, no effort or 
sacrifice should be spared to insure a safe play area, proper instructi.ons 
about street dangers, and constant vigilance over children during the time 
spent out-of-doors. 

SCHOOL CHILD SAFSTY 

Upon reaching school age parents should give every consideration to 
instructing children the safest zmy of going back and forth to school. 
Mothers particularly were advised to take daily walks with their children 
showing them the safest places to cross streets or highways, the proper ob­
servance of traffic signals, the necessity of looking to the right and left 
before lenving the curb, and other fundamentals thnt instil lasting safety 
habits in the child. 

Splendid cooperation was given by the Elementary Schools in this connec­
tion. The fact that fewer children were injured while riding bicycles during 
the year is evidence of the offoctivoness of school instruction. The school 
boy patrol was likowis•a an important fA.ctor in the school safety work. 

Used in connoction with thG Elemi.mtnry Schools were several films, par­
ticularly adapted for the younger folks. Those included "Safety for Primary 
Grades", "Safety for Advanced Grades", and "Speaking of Safety". Many appre­
ciative letters from principals, teachers, and children followed the showing 
of these films of which a typical one is quoted here~ith: 

"Yesterday afternoon in three different assemblies, 
we ha.d the privilege of observing your snfety picture 
and lecture service in our auditorium. 

We congratulate you on the excellent work being 
done in this field. The pictures are splendidly planned 
for the different age-groups of children and the speaker's 
talks are most effoctivoly given. The manner in which 
she adapts them to the dHforent groups shows on hor 
part a very koen appreciation of their capacities and 
interests. 

We enjoyed meeting and chatting with your represent­
atives and we wish you to know that wo thoroughly appre­
ciate the value of this most important work. It's too 
bad that you will nevGr have the satisfaction of knowing 
the number of lives that you are saving through this 
quality of S.A.FErY Gducation. 

We hope we may have this program again." 

The Safety Division's activity was not confined to the exhibition of 
safety films. Further service was rendered in the distribution of literature, 
posters, statistics to principals, teachers, classes, and individual students.· 
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HIGH SCHOOL SAFETY 

K0eping in mind that the safety of tomorrow lies with the youth today, 
unusual activity was carried on in the upper grades. Among other things was 
a course of driving instruction to students approaching the age of seventeen 
(17) when they will be legally permitted to drive an automobile on the streets 
and highways. The first of these driving courses was in Bergen County in the 
year 1932-1933, which place still leads with an enrollment of 100 per cent. 

Safety Education is an optional course in the High Schools, but it is 
gratifying to state that it is fast becoming one of the most popular studies. 
Its popularity was no doubt enhanced as the result of a publication, "HIGHWAY 
SAFETY, a Course of Study for High Schools", copies of which were supplied to 
every supervising and high school principal in the State. This helpful guide 
was made possible through the joint efforts of the Department of Motor 
Vehicles and the Department of Public Instruction. The manual was written 
by a group headed by Dr. Allen G. Ireland, Director of Health, Safety and 
Physical Health Education, which included supervising principals, high school 
principals, and representatives of this Department. Prior to the publication, 
the only guidance on the subject were publications of some of the larger insur­
ance companies and the A.A.A. 

The Division of Safety Education was most cooperative with the school 
authorities in developing these safe "Driving Courses". The Division had 
available for this purpose an experienced inspector who visited the different 
high schools and gave information and instruction on the practical side of the 
subject. The Division also cooperated by supplyine school instructors with 
literature, posters, up-to-the-minute statistics, law books, etc. In addition, 
the Division frequently supplied speakers who discussed enforcement, engineer­
ing, financial responsibility, and the Division frequently exhibited its two 
safety films, "Highway Mania", and "Hit and Run Driver". 

As the instructor progresses with the "Driving Course", the Department 
continues its cooperation. Toward the close, an inspector again visits the 
class to prepare the students for examination. This preparation includes a 
dis•ussion on good driving habits and attttudes, the common sense purpose of 
motor vehicle regul~tions and the civic responsibility of' the individual as 
a driver. 

Used in this instruction course were four enlarged, colored photographs 
of a traffic circlo, n clover-leaf, an underpass, and tho approach to the 
George Washington Bridge, the purpose being to better acquaint students with 
the proper use of these hlghway construction features. 

The "Driving Course" concludes with an actual examination of the student. 
'IWelve different sets of question sheets are us~d, and the student rece1v1ng 
an average of seventy (?O) or over is presented with a card signed by the 
inspector and the principal of the school. This is his reward for the time 
and effort spent, and relieves the student of the necessity for taking the 
written test when applying for a driver's license. 

The Department feels that this training, if applied throughout the State, 
will undoubtedly result in a class of safer drivers in the years to come be­
cause they will be possessed not only of a general knowledge of the vehicle at 
their command, but the dangers that result in the abuse of this power. 

Youth has unusual aptitude for good driving. Youth has excellent coor­
dination of mind and muscle, lusty physical fitness, and usually good vision. 
While such qualifications are truly a great asset they cannot, however, re­
place good judgment. Since maturity of judgment is denied them, this_ Depart­
ment is optimistic enough to believe that the Driving Course will develop this 
to a safe degree. They should be substantially better drivers than those who 
do not have the benefit of a high school driving course. 

It is fitting to recognize the men upon whose shoulder~ have fallen the 
burden of assisting in this high school work. They are Inspectors Richard v. 
Buckley, Richard Stearn, William Ruffing, Leo Welch and Earl Severs. 
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ADULT EDUCATION 

The thanks and appreciation of the Motor Vehicle Department is extended 
to the clergy of the State for its ready response to an invitation to assist 
in safety activities during the y0ar. In the Roman Catholic churches, a 
special Sunday was set aside by the presiding bishops, at which a Safety 
Appeal from the Department was road and cornmented on. The same full measure 
of cooperation was givon by the Protestant churches where in many instances 
the entire sermon was given over to Safety. 

The Safety Division played an important part in the conferences held 
during the year in Atlantic, Bergen,Burlington and Grunden counties. Those 
conferences wero attended by municipal and county officials by invitation of 
the Motor Vehicle Department for a discussion of local traffic problems. 

SPEAKERS' BUREAU 

One of the most active brnnches of the Safety E:lucation Division was 
the Speakers' Bureau, cornprisod of division heads and inspectors. This Bureau 
has supplied safety speakers to organizations in every nook and corner of the 
State. Most of the appearances have been made after rogular working hours, 
and entailed no additional compensation for these individuals. The groups 
visited by the Speakers' Burei:.:m included grammar schools, junior high schools, 
senior high schools (public, parochial and privr'.te), Paront Teachers' Associa­
tions, schoolmen's clubs, CCC Camps, municipal meetings, county affairs, 
industrial concerns, Elks, Masons, Knights of Colu..~bus, Holy Name Societies, 
Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions, F.lcchange, (lnd .Am:-iri can Busin:::.s s Clubs, ~.'l.2.gi stre. tes' 
Associations, Volunteer Firemen's Associations, Fire Chiofs' Associations, 
Engineering Clubs, Feder'ltion of Women, Political Clubs, and many other organ­
izations. 

A typical letter of npprecie.tion following one of these appearances is as 
follows: 

POSTERS 

"I want to tell you how much the Rotnry Club 
benefited by the very excellent progra~ that your 
Department put on at our Club. Such an activity by 
a Division of the Stc..t0 Government may certainly bo 
called "a wise expenditure of public funds". I should 
like particulnrly to commont on tho remarks of the 
speaker. He gnvo us a groat deal to think about." 

Five diff~:irunt safety posters were printed and di stri butcd during the 
year by tho ~fety Education Division. They includod "Tho World's Muanest", 
"Your License is Rt1vokod", "Accidents are Caused", "You'vo Got a Date with 
Junior", and "Stand Back l!Dlks". These posters came in two sizes. They were 
distributed among the schools, industries, licensing agencies, police stations, 
and other places. In most instances tlw demand for post0rs too quickly ex­
haustod tho supply. 

LITERATURE 

Wide circulation was given during tho year of a pamphlet entitlGd "Bad 
Habits Creato Accidents". This pamphlot contained many pictures and figures 
showing how careless driving affects the pocketbook, accident statistics, 
safe driving habits, and othor saf0ty messages. The pa~phlet was distributod 
in quantity at the Holland Tunnel, George Washington Bridge, Camden-Phila­
delphia Bridge, interstate ferries, and other bridges over the Hudson and 
Delaware Rivers during the season when traffic was unusually hDavy. It was 
also displayed and distributed at thG various public exhibitions, at safety 
meetings, in libraries, schools, ~nd in connection with all safety campaigns 
in thG State. The larger insurance brokors in New York and Pennsylvania were 
supplied, upon request, with quantities of the pamphlots, which were distrib­
uted with insurance policies. Other safety pamphlets distributed by the Divi­
sion wer8 "Creating Safer Communities", "A Busy Governor Speaks", "Getting 
.kllay vd th Murdor and Mile-A-Minute Men", "Q,uc3Stions and .Answers on Motor 
Vehicle Laws", "Trio of Warnings" and "Highway Safety; A Course of Study for 
High Schools". 
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SAFErY EXHIBITS 

The Department made wide use of a large safety exhibit, which consisted 
of nine panels with ball optican for showing eighty slides continuously in a 
center panel and two life-like scenes at each end; one portraying a typical 
city intersection and the other a rural scene. This exhibit was displayed at 
the following places: 

Flemington Fair---August 31 to September 6, 1937. 
American Legion State Convention, Ocean City--­

Septeniber 9 to September 11, 1937. 
Morris County Fair---September 8 to September 11, 1937. 
Governors' Conference at Atlantic City---Septem.ber 13 

to September 15, 1937. 
New Jersey State Fair, Trenton---September 27 to 

October 2, 1937. 
National Motor Truck Show, Newark---November 10 to 

Novemb0r 13, 193?. 
Newark Auto Show---Nove~ber 10 to November 13, 193?. 
Trenton Automobile Show---November 10 to November 13, 1937. 

In addition to the regular exhibit at Flemington, the Division displayed 
a wrecked car on the grounds - a car in which five persons had previously 
been killed in an accident. This shocking example of the result of reckless­
ness and speed attracted huge crowds and carried with it a strong message for 
safety. 

SAFErY FILMS 

The Department's sound film, "Highway Mania", was extensively shown 
throughout the year. This picture continues to hold the interest of audiences 
and many unsolicited letters are in the files expressing its merit. It has 
now been shown uninterruptedly for a year and a half, and will bo replaced in 
the near future by a new film. 

Shown in connection with "High~my Mania" to the various audiences in the 
State, was the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer film "Hit and Run Driver", which was pur­
chased from the Department of Commerce. Three other films, "Saving Seconds", 
"Everybody's Business", and "Remember Jimmy", loaned through tho courtesy of 
the Aetna Insurance Company, the Chrysler Corporation and the Fireman's Insur­
ance Company were also displayed by the Department. 

Since the latter half of the year, the Di vision used for its child 
audiences, the educational, animated production of the Films of Commerce 
Company, "Speaking of Safety". This film became very popular with the children 
and is regarded as the most modern and effective in tho field of child safety. 

The Department's own film, "Highway Safety" was in great demand by groups 
beyond the borders of the State. On Novomber 15, 193?, a print was sent to 
the Department of Finance in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and a print was also used 
during November at the First Netional Snfr.;ty Congrc:ss in Mexico. Tho latter 
showing wns so successful thnt a request was made for permission to retain 
the film f~r the purpose of showing it throughout the Ropublic of Mexico. 
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FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

In the eight years of its operation, the Financial Responsibility Law 
has removed from the highways 63,186 undesirable drivers. 

Primarily a safety feature, the law provides an especially effective 
weapon with which to combat irresponsible driving and traffic accidents be­
cause it strikes a most vital spot--thu pocketbook. When all drivers become 
familiar with its provisions and realize how costly careless driving can be 
made, they will, of their own accord, see the wisdom of care and prudence in 
the operation of their cars on the public highways. 

Statistics show that the majority of drivers do not have accidents and 
are not involved in violations of the Motor Vehicle and Traffic Acts. It is 
the small minority that is responsible for traffic problems and it is this 
small minority against which the Financial Rt:sponsibili ty Law is directed. 

This minority group of drivers in a given year may include new and 
different drivers in other years, but ~hen it is considered that the Financial 
Responsibility Law is enforced on a three year basis, and that these three 
year periods interlock and form a continuous chain (oach year adding to and 
eliminating drivers who arG violating the laws and causing accidents), it is 
evident that a good cross-section of the minority class is brought within the 
law. By forcing drivers and owners in this class to prove evidence of finan­
cial responsibility, or removing them .from the highways, the Department affords 
protection to the great majority of drivers and owners who Qre law-abiding and 
careful. Ir they choose to continue driving by filing evidence of financial 
responsibility, these drivers and owners will be thus able to assume their ob­
ligations that may arise from their future negligence. 

ThQ intent of the Financial Rouponsi bili ty Law is that anyone who becomes 
subject shall operate in the future only insured motor vehicles, covering 
which evidence of financial responsibility is filed with the Department. 
Since Se~tember 1, 1935, the activities were further strengthened by restrict­
ing the driver'R license of anyone subjoct to tho luw, to the operation of only 
those vehicles covered by the certific~tc of insurance which is accepted to 
cover his case. In ~ddition to tho new cnses set up on and after September 1, 
the application of this ruling was made r 1.:;troactive, and as ronewal certifi­
cates are received covering old cases, thl:; drivclr' s license of the defendant 
has been restrict0d to operate the vehicles covered by the renewal certificate. 

Enforcement of this ruling, while both increasing the Dupartment's work 
and in many cases imposing an added burden on those subject to the law, has 
eliminated a heretofore glaring wealmess in the law. Bofo1·0 its application, 
a defendant, upon filing a certificnt0 of insurance, was permitted to retain 
an unrestricted driver's liconse and, with such a lic0nse, could operate any 
motor vehicle without violating the law. Musiy of the vehicles which might 
have been operated would not have been insured and in the event of an accident, 
there would have been no financial responsibility to compensate anyone injured 
or who had suffered property damage. 
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B JLLS 0 .B"' S.ALE 

Since the inception of the Bill of Sale Law in July, 1931 

approximately 4,500,000 bills of sale for motor vehicles have been 

filed with the Dopurtmont. Total revenue for the year 193? from this 

source was $599,385.26. 

The end of the year found 2,165 d0alers registered to issue 

bills of sale, 381 of whom were licensed as 118".-1 dealers during 1937. 

Of this group 1,235 are licensed to sell new and used cars while 930 

are licensed to sell used cars only. 

It was necessary, during the year, to revoke the bill of 

sale licenses of 259 d8alors for reasons that included their having 

retired from business, misusu of dG~lor's plates, misuse of bill of 

salo forms or improper business practices in connection with the 

issuance of titles. 
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More drivers and. owners were appreirnnded in 1937 for 

violations of the Traffic and Motor V::;hicle Acts than any year in 

the history of the Depart111ent. The nunber of magistrates' reports 

of arrests was 110,263. 

Of this nwnber, 19,653 wore.~ convictions resulting from com­

plaints made by Motor Vehicle Inspectors und State Police. They repre­

sent fines totaling $202, 237. 26 v1hich went il1to the revenues of the 

Motor Vehicle Department. This was an incrdase of 27 per cent over 

the pr0vious year. WhoPevor comrlaints under the Traffic or Motor 

Vehicl\J Acts are made by municj_:Dal officers or others, tho fines col­

locte:d are turned over to thE_; county treasury. It is impossible, thero­

foro, to state the total fines collc;ctud in all tho 110, 263 complaints 

reported . 

.Approximately 5,000 rc~rorts of nrrr:;sts w•_;re of New J•2rsey 

motorists appr,:;hended h1 oth1Jr Stat,_;s. 'The information contained in 

thsse notices was copi::;d nnd plo.cod in thu p·Jrm.ancmt filo. 

In 3 ,406 CE sus rcportsc, r1a,(:~ist::-at·Js :~c~commended revocation 

of the drivor's licens0. 

In the procuss ·Jf filing theme mugistratos' reports, 3,694 

drivers were found to have th:r0e or mor0 violations against their 

driving records. Th0 so cases wore ruferred to Deputy Co1nmission0r 

William J. De:ird0n for action. 

In order to obtain o. b\Jtt·)r idea of law dnforcumcnt in the 

various municipalities and counties, tho Dcpartmc:nt bc:;r:an, ns of 

Mo.y 1, a break-dozm of arrests and convictions. Thu following table 

sh07JS the number of traffic a.!1d motor vc:hiclo cJ.ses and their dis­

position in each county during the d,5ht months poriod: 
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REPORT FROM lVIAY 1 ,_1237 '.t'O Dll:CFrvlBER 31 z...J,.937 OF !\LI, VIOI.ATIONS OF Tfil' MOTOR VEHICLE ·1ND TRAFFIC ·11CT 

Total F:ine or Susp. Other Reckless Drunken Hit & Careless 
C:::cses JaJ1 Pent. C-1ses Drivins ~peed. Dr~ving Run De~tb Dr1v~ng M-~sc. --- --- - --

Atlant1c 2,33g 2,068 202 68 95 1,228 30 9 9 470 U.97 
:Bergen 10,247 7,685 2,005 557 446 6,189 1.36 35 4 , '186 2,25\ 
BurJt?Jgton l ,68! , ,477 156 48 73 835 55 5 0 296 367 
Camd.en 1,96"3 ~- '?51 168 44 163 604 122 29 5 612 428 
C~_pe Moy 696 667 20 9 50 289 9 6 4 233 10j 
n,,mber l ?. n1 1,536 1,392 , -7 27 91 472 47 6 2 555 )63 
I~sex 9,708 6,25'3 2-.749 701 253 4,212 120 1_08 9 576 4 ,2~30 
G l ouc€ fl ter 2,584 2,367 163 54 242 775 25 11 1 700 330 
Hua.son 1 '?71 1 'l l 4 )4Q8 249 312 696 123 15 ) ~4 5.38 
II un tet :Jon 2,537 ?,477 86 24 37 736 , 1 

.1. •• 5 l 511 1, :?86 
Mercer 2,937 2,710 123 104 296 l,557 4) 31 3 262 745 
Mi·id1€ ~e-,r 7~451 6,705 576 170 252 3,501 103 26 12 1,071 2 ,4.36 C.>J 

Monmot:tb 1,765 1,409 206 150 261 349 71 20 1 ~2 72J 0 

Morr:lE 2.081 1.,6o7 295 179 ISO 793 44 15 3 663 }33 
Ocean 1,938 1,502 333 103 143 , 694 19 7 0 436 539 
I.:JS8.~C 3,872 1,796 1,486 590 172 1,338 76 38 3 505 1, 740 
S?lem 903 818 45 40 21 174 29 6 0 323 350 
Gomerfet 5 445 4,351 972 122 123 3.217 41 13 5 695 1, 551 
Susse-x 651 555 74 22 72 135 10 10 0 219 ·;?·J5 
Un~on 8,178 5~496 2,105 577 288 2.299 1?4 46 9 584 4, 328 
Warren 557 516 25 16 41 141 23 ~ 0 175 172 

'lotnl 70,889 54,721 12,314 3,854 3,611 30,284 l ,261 446 74 10,498 24,115 
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.rnFORMArrroN SERVICE 

P~rhaps the most outstanding public service rendered by the 

Department is the dispatch with which requests for information are 

handled every day in the year, twenty-:four hours a day. 

An idea of the great volinne of requests can be seen in the 

fact that during the year there were 178,627 telephone, 366,482 written, 

and 19,163 verbal requests, making a total of 564,482 requests. This 

was an averagP of 1,540 per 24-hour day during the year. 

Police and other law enforcement agencies especially find the 

24-hour telephone service valuable in connection with criminal investiga­

tions. The same can be said of J)ri vate individuals who may need license 

data without delay. The clerks have also cooperated with the State 

Police Teletype Bureau by supplying information on requests received 

over the Telautograr;h machine at State Police Headquarters. 

Another service rendered by this depart:mcntnl branch was the 

preparation of 349 certified copies, photostatic copies and certified 

photostatic copies of official records for which fees were collected 

in the amount of ~l,433.60. Norn_; of these C(~rtifirJd records were of 

accident reports, ~hich ar8 not open for public scrutiny. 
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LICENS~S AND REGISTRATIONS 

~"'or the first time in its history, Ne~ Jersey has joined tho 

ranks of the few States having over a million rt:gistered motor vehicles. 

Registrations issued during the year tote.l8d 1,008,909,which 

was a fi vo p:.::ir cent incroase over the previous twelve months period. 

Licensed drivers numbored 1,224,55?, representing a five per 

cent increase. 

Gross revenue totaled $19,369,940.61, which was ?.9 per cent 

higher than tho 1936 revenue. 

Following is a two-year comparison of registrations, licenses 

and income: 

REGISTRATIONS, LICENSES .AND REVENUE 

ITTh'IS 
1936 

Passenger Vehicles 804,41? 
Comm. Vehicles 115,091 
Fermer Comm. Veh. 14,849 
Undertaker Veh. 702 
Omni bus Verli cl es 8,353 
Trailer Registrations 5,645 
Motorcycles 4,?39 
Dealers (Auto & M. c.) 2,422 
Agric. Tractors 283 
Total Registrations 956,501 

Dup. Certificates 22,490 
Transf. & Exchanges 258,460 
Dup.Tags,(Auto & M.C.) 13,483 
Auto Dr. Licenses 1,155,214 
M.c. Dr. Licenses 4,212 
Learner Permits 224,8?8 
Int. on Accounts 
Fines, State 
Certified Copies 
Commercial Permits 
Registration Permits 
Power of Attorney Fees 
Miscellaneous Receipts 
Bill of Sale Division 
Excise Division 
Junk Ynrd Division 

Gross Income 

IT:EMS 
193? 

852 ,889 
11? ,64? 
15,055 

?43 
8,163 
6,692 
4,6?4 
2,665 

381 
1,008 2909 

23,194 
28?, 966 
16 ,065 

1,224,55? 
.4,31? 

271,337 

FEES 
1936 

$8 ,455 '715.40 
3' 611_, 386. 00 

200,?08.50 
18,030.00 

343,694.00 
208,818.00 

9,4?8,00 
60,360.00 

849,00 

22,490,00 
600,630,02 
13,466.50 

3,465,642.00 
4,212.00 

112,439.00 ' 
9,459.42 

146 ,361. p6 
1,973.?3 

12,242.00 
945.00 

3,396,61 
8,388.?4 

546,383.69 
90,95?.43 
1,000.86 

$17,949,02?.56 

FEES 
193? 

$9,206,169.50 
3,802,901.50 

212 ,350. 25 
18,950.50 

346,496.?5 
262,318.50 

9,348.00 
66,415.00 
1,143.00 

23,194.00 
664,104.28 
16,046.00 

3,673,671.00 
4,31?.00 

135,668.50 
8,020.51 

202,237.26 
1,848.60 . 

13,489.50 
1,232.50 
3,944.50 

10,083.54 
599,385.26 
85,189.65 
1,415.51 
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EXCISE. TAX 

On the basis of a half cent per mile, a total of $85 ,189. 65 

was collected during the year in excise ta.xes from operators of passen-

ger buses transporting from: 

(1) a point outside tho State to another 
point outside tho State, 

(2) a point outside the State to another 
point within the State, 

(3) a point within the Stat0 to another 
point outside tho State, by virtue of 
Chapter 68, Laws of 1934. 

Because of its googrnphical location, New Jersey is widely 

travelled by buses in their migrations to all points North, South, 

East and West. The limited personnel of the Excise Division is con-

centrated therefore, at the bridge, tunnel and ferryboat approaches. 

Monthly mileage reports are checked by route inspections and observa-

tions and in addition, the books of the established bus companies are 

examined. The experience of the Department with interstate operators 

running on daily schedule has been highly satisfactory. 

Attention is called to a condition that existed during the 

Summer months when a substantial volume of passengers was transported, 

for hire, to the Catskill Mountains, New York, from New York City via 

the Bergen County highways, in motor vehicles of the "pleasure type". 

Profiting by experience of the previous Summer when many of these 

operators failed to file scheduleE:> and pay taxes, the Department 

strictly enforced the policy by which these operators were required 

to file surety bonds to guarantee compliance with the law. Approxi-

mately 450 operators posted bonds and subsequently paid the proper 

amount of tax. In order to accomplish thist almost continuous scrutiny 

was necessary, particularly on week-ends when eighteen hour stretches 

of duty for the inspectors was common. 
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