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Lalglse]TOAA Notfolk A storm return period is determined statistically,

published 2 Virginia through a process called frequency analysis,
mean values. BR and is used to estimate the probability that a
given amount of rainfall from a precipitation
event will occur. The return period is based on
the probability that the given amount of rainfall
will be equaled or exceeded in any given year.
For example, based on historical data, it could
be determined that there is a 1 in 100 (1%)
chance that 8.5 inches of rain will fall in a
certain area in a 24-hour period in any given
year. Thus, a rainfall total of 8.5 inches in any
24-hour period is said to have a 100-year return
period and may also be referred to as the 1%
storm.

Return Period Options:

» 2-year Storm -- Precipitation depth (inches)
associated with a 24-hour storm that has a
50% chance of occurring in any given year.
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