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SENATOR S. THOMAS GAGLIANO (Chairman): Good morning
ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to our meeting of the New Jersey
State Railroad and Transportation Museum Study Commission.

The first thing I would like to do is introduce you to
Joan Oliver who is with the Office of Legislative Services who
will serve as our temporary acting secretary. Our Recording
Secretary could not be here today because of a minor medical
problem. And so just to be sure that we got down all the
information that is conveyed to us today, we asked OLS to
provide us with a Hearing Reporter. So, these microphones are
picking up the voices for recording but they do not magnify or
make it any louder. So, can you hear us back there?
(affirmative response) Thank you.

First thing I'd like to do 1s ask Joan toc take the
roll call, please?

MS. OLIVER: Chairman Gagliano.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Here.

MS. OLIVER: Vice Chairman Reilly.

MR. REILLY: Here.

MS. OLIVER: Secretary Innocenzi.

MR. INNQOCENZI: Here.

MS. OLIVER: Senator Rand.

SENATOR RAND: Here.

MS. OLIVER: Assemblywoman Farragher.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN FARRAGHER: Here.

MS. OLIVER: Assemblyman Mazur.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAZUR: Here.

“S. OLIVER: Mr. Premo.

MR. PREMO: Here.

MS. OLIVER: Mr. Ferrara.

MR. FERRARA: Here.

MS. OLIVER: Mr. Tavlor.

MR. TAYLOR: Here.



MS. OLIVER: Mr. Freitag.

MR. FREITAG: Here.

MS. OLIVER: Mr. Hellyer.

MR. HELLYER: Here.

MS. OLIVER: Liason members, Mr. Cunninghame.

MR. CUNNINGHAME: Here.

MS. OLIVER: Mr. Wilkins.

MR. WILKINS: Here.

MS. OLIVER: And Mr. Gazillo.

MR. GAZILLO: Here.

MS. OLIVER: Walter Grosselfinger.

MR. GROSSELFINGER: Here.

MS. OLIVER: Ken Miller.

MR. MILLER: Here.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Okay, thank you very much. As you
can see, we are all present. And what I would like to do now
-- we have distributed the minutes of the last meeting. They
were only distributed this morning, and I apologize for that.
If you haven't had a chance to look at them, we can delay
approval of them. If you're satisfied that they're okay, I
will accept a motion--—

SENATOR RAND: 1I'll move that they be accepted.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: ~-—-to approve them as recorded.

UNIDENTIFIED MEMBER OF COMMISSION: I second.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: It's been moved and seconded. Any
discussion? All in favor?

MEMBERS OF COMMISSION: Aye.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Opposed? (no response) Carried.
Thank you very much. Item three on the agenda is made up of

correspondence that has been received during the month. It
includes correspondence —-- news articles that we were able to
pick up as well as a couple of memoranda. I would appreciate

it 1f you would review those and during the course of the



meeting if you have any comments with respect to any of those
items, please just let us Kknow.

As you know, the schedule today-— Oh, another item I
have, and I wanted to bring that to your attention also, is my
letter to you, the Commission members and Commission advisors,
dated October 24, 1988 which 1is in your packet. At the last
meeting a representative of the press corps asked me if we were
subject to the Open Public Meetings Act or the so-called
Sunshine Law in New Jersey? I advised him that one of the
first things we did when we organized approximately a year and
a half ago was to ask the Office of Legislative Services if we
were subject to the Act. It was indicated at that time in a
written opinion from Mr. Porronl that we are not.

However, Jjust to follow-up and be sure, [ again
requested of Mr. Porroni and the Office of Legislative Services
an update of his opinion of 6/10/87. I now have a letter dated
10/17/88 from the Office of Legislative Services signed by
James F. Willson, Associate Legislative Counsel indicating as
they did before, that the New Jersey Railroad and
Transportation Museum Study Commission 1s not subject to the
Open Public Meetings Act £for the reasons expressed in the
earlier opinion that's also attached. He adds theough, "“Should
the Commission so desire, there 1s no reason why 1t ¢annot
voluntarily comply with the provisions of the Open Public
Meetings Act."”

I don't think we ought to take the time to discuss
that today because we don't have a hot issue on that. But, at
some future meeting maybe we should discuss it and we can
voluntarily comply by giving notice to the newspapers prior to
our meetings and we can further post notice on an appropriate
bulletin board, I presume in the State House. Then we would be
in compliance with the Act.

The only 1issue that may come up today 1s whether or

not there are to be any prilvate discussions with respect to the



location or possible location of the museum? At this point I
don't feel favorable toward a private session. I don't know
how the rest of the Commission feels. We can deal with that a
little later in the day, should we need to.

Just another housekeeping item: I've been advised by
Assistant Commissioner Bob Innocenzi that the cafeteria here at
the Department of Transportation closes at 2:00 p.m. And if it
looks 1like we're going to go past that time and anybody gets
hungry, we'll take a break about 1:30. Otherwise, we'll go
straight through with the schedule that was previously
announced. But as I say, if it looks like we're going to veer
on into this afternoon we'll take a break for a half an hour at
1:30 so that you can go 1n and get a sandwich and get back here
at 2:00 and finish the meeting, should that be necessary.

Do any of the members of the Commission have anything
to add or any comments to make at this time?

MR. FERRARA: Well I think I do. I'm a° little
concerned about the introduction of a new site at this late
date. Today we were supposed to try to make a decision. In
view of the introduction of a new site, I question whether
we'll be prepared enough really to make that decision.

And  secondly, I'm a little concerned about a
Commission member publicly lobbying for a site. A voting
member that does cthat, appears to me tTo Dbe immedlately

preiudiced as to how the vote goes.

I just want to go on record saying that I am a little
disturbed by that action.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Well, with respect to the addition
of another site, I think that -- at this point I received a
telephone call from Mr. Percy Leach who represents the Waterloo
area who indicated to me that ne would like to be heard today
as part of the Port Morris presentation, with 1t or adjoining
1T, Or nowever, I told him that as far as I was concerned as

Chairman, I would allow 1t to happen. And unless there’'s any



objection to that -- and I realize it's a new site that we
haven't considered before -- I would recommend to the
Commission that that would be permitted. Is there any
objection to that?

SENATOR RAND: No, but I'd like to say something, Mr.
Chairman, when you're through.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Yes.

SENATOR RAND: Am I recognized?

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Yes, Senator Rand.

SENATOR RAND: Thank you very much, Senator Gagliano.
I would like to make my position -- I hope that it wasn't upon
me that was placed at lobbying; and I don't know 1f it is or
not, because [ didn't lobby -- but I did say very frankly, that
I would turn my back on no part of this State, and I think that
I have a love for every part of New Jersey, south, north, east,
west. It makes no difference. And very frankly, there were
almost two others that were ready to make a presentation; South
Amboy, by Senator Weiss, and at the last moment that was pulled
back because what happened was the roundhouse burned down, and
somebody else was supposed to have a presentation.

And I have a very, Qery -— just a very open position
that I don't think that we ought to certainly negate anyone
from making a presentation. This is a2 State-funded situation
and it will be difficult enough to get the money as it is. I
can assure you as to that, personally and collectively. 2and I
just think that it's a very wonderful thing that there are

people from all over the State that want to make a

[t

presentation, and that they are interested 1n this. And

think to your credit Senator Gagliano, maybe you've awakened a
lot of l1nterest. And that's good, and that's good. But I
certainly am not going to shut my eyes to any part of the State
that makes a ©presentation that might Dbe acceptable or
interesting, or that I physically have Gto Jo see, to see
whether 1t may accommodate those concerns that we are concerned

abourt.



So, I want to thank you personally, and I want to
congratulate you that you certainly haven't shut out the
process, and I wouldn't expect anything less from you, Senator
Gagliano, because you're a pretty fair-minded and open-minded
individual.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: He's about to say I was well
trained in his Transportation Committee. (laughter)

SENATOR RAND: But to your credit, and I say that
openly and publicly, that you do give everybody the opportunity
so that nobody and no one in this State can say that they were
denied the chance of making a presentation to this Committee
that has merit and should be at least reviewed. And I
certainly at this point haven't favored one over the other. I
certainly have come to & conclusion as to one of the ones that
we have seen. But I <certainly welcome everybody, and I
certainly welcome any presentations. Mr. Chairman, I thank you.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Thank you, Senator Rand. Ben
Ferrara.

MR. FERRARA: I just want to clear up my earlier
comment . I have no ‘problem seeing another presentation. The
problem I have is we were under the impression we could bring
this thing to a conclusion today, and when none of -- or I
shouldn’'t say none of, perhaps one or two of us have not seen
that Waterloo site physically, I don't know how in the world we
could come to a decision today-—--

SENATOR RAND: He's absoclutely right.

MR. FERRARA: -~1f the site is to be considered.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Okay. Frank Rellly.

MR. REILLY: I just want to say at the last Commission
meeting I was directed to put together a presentation on a Port
Morris site. This is really not a new site. What it is, it's
an asset that is a neilghbor to Port Morris chat ties together
“wo Jgreat sites. And you'll see in the presentation cthat it's
really not a new site, but 1t's expanding on an existing site

that we will have seen.



SENATOR GAGLIANO: Okay. I£ there are no other
comments, oddly enough, and there are members of the
Legislature on board, we're about three minutes early.
(laughter) See, there's real time and there's legislative
time, and they never meet. One's always at 1least a half an
hour later, and that's legislative time.

But what I'd like to do now, if I may, and there are
no other comments from the members of the Commission, I would
like to call upon the representatives of Flemington/Ringoes to
proceed with their presentation. What I told the wvarious
groups 1f they contacted me, I told them that there was no
particular presentation that they had to make. That we would
try to give them apprbximately' 15 minutes and we would then
have 15 minutes for comments and questions from the members of
the Commission as well as our advisors, and I presume also if
members of the public are interested. But I'd rather-- I
don't want to debate. Anything that would happen would of
course be directed to me as Chairman, and we'll decide whether
or not the questions are appropriate.

SENATOR RAND: Mr. Chairman, just one question for my
edification.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Yes, Senator Rand.

SENATOR RAND: Senator Gagliano, 1is the Port Morris in
conjunction with Waterloo, or 1is the Waterico a separate--

want to clear that up in my own mind. [s the Waterlioo a
separate presentation that may carry parts of Port Morris with
it, or 1s the Port Morris going along with Waterloo? And I'd
certainly like to clear that up in my mind.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Okay, I'll defer to Frank Reilly on
that. He's our Vice Chairman and he represents both areas.

MR. REILLY: I think it will best be illustrated in
the presentation, if I might wait until that time? Because

they are tled closely together.



SENATOR RAND: Then Mr. Reilly, you are going to make
the presentation for Port Morris/Waterloo or just Port Morris?
MR. REILLY: Jointly, with the people from Waterloo.

SENATOR RAND: Is that my understanding -- through
you, Mr. Chairman -- can I direct that to the Waterloo
representatives?

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Certainly. Mr. Percy Leach, would
you comment on that please?
PERCIVAL H. E. L E A C H: (speaks from audience)
Yes, I really would 1like to make a presentation concerning
Waterloo, and as Port Morris, part of the Waterloo
presentation. But basically, as the Waterloo site. Because of
the closeness of Port Morris to us and the advantage of the
vard there -- or the site, I think we're looking at 1t as a
Waterloo presentation which will include parts of Port Morris.
SENATOR RAND: With your indulgence Mr. Chairman, will
you allow Mr. Reilly to make his presentation and then will you
allow Mr. Leach to make his presentation?
SENATOR GAGLIANO: Mr. Reilly just told me they're
going to do it in the same 15 minutes, so that's fine with me.
SENATOR RAND: Okay.
SENATOR GAGLIANO: And even 1if they have to go over
ive minutes I'm sure the Commission Is interested enough to

[m
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sten to everything they have to say. So, we'll leave 1t at
that.

SENATOR RAND: Thank you.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Okay, may I call upon
Flemington/Ringoes area to begin their presentation.
FRANCES L. DURS T: Senator Gagliano, and members
of the Transportation Museum Study Commission: My name is Fran
Durst, I'm the President of the Hunterdon County Chamber of
Commerce in Flemington, New Jersey, and we appreciate this
opportunlty to once agaln extol the virtues of our community as

a site for thilis museum.



Flemington, New Jersey is the county seat of Hunterdon
County, an agdrarian community only 15 or 20 years ago with a
population of around 50,000. Today, however, primarily because
of 1its geographic proximity to major markets, its economy no
longer dependent upon agriculture, is diversé and booming, and
the county's population has more than doubled.

Located 1in Central New Jersey, Flemington and the
surrounded Raritan Township area are equidistant from New York
City and Philadelphia, each about an easy hour's drive away.
Flemington/Raritan is located along New Jersey's State highways
31 and 202 and is served by Interstate 78, 287, and 95.

Once a tourist attraction mainly because it was the
site of the world famous Lindbergh kidnapping trial, visitors
now come to shop, of course, but also to enjoy a rural oasis in
the midst of the most densely populated State in the nation.

Attracted as well by antique shops, ballcon rides,
water recreation, wineries, and or course the Black River and
Western Steam Engine, approximately 35,000 a week invade the
Flemington/Raritan area.

For these and other compelling reasons, this Hunterdon
County area 1is clearly the perfect site for the New Jersey
Railroad and Transportation Museum. It meets all of the
criteria:

L) We can assure you of an active voiunteer Dbase.
The tradition of volunteering is one of Hunterdon's dJdreatest
resources. Nearly 500 people contribute time to the Hunterdon
Medical Center, many hundreds more volunteer for other county
institutions and agencies, and indeed the Black River and
Western Steam Engine counts on considerable volunteer
assistance to man 1its weekly excursions —-— weekly and daily in
the summer I might add.

2) A long and rich railroad history is alive and well
in Hunterdon <County. Since 1854 Flemington has been a vital

vpart of the national railroad system. And since 1965 the Black



River and Western Rallroad has successfully run a steam engine
excursion using the track between Flemington and Lambertville.
It must be noted that our site 1is the only one under
consideration with an operating excursion line.

And one might easily conclude therefore that we are
already the site of a transportation museum. Furthermore, the
Black River and Western runs along the Delaware and Raritan
Canal, and stops could easily be made to allow tourists to view
the scenic towpath, and also to visit the Holcombe-Jimison Farm
Museum which 1s nestled along the canal in the Lambertville
area.

I brought a three minute tape of the Black River and
Western which I'd like to show to you right now, 1if I could
have some assistance please?

SENATOR GAGLIANO: I think it might be better for the

members of the Commission —— it's only three minutes—-
MS. DURST: 1It's only three minutes.
SENATOR GAGLIANO: -—to relocate, then we won't--

Okay, can everybody see it? (brief discussion of viewing
arrangements follows) .

(video presentation is shown)

MS. DURST: As vyou can see from that tape, Hunterdon
County 1g still one of New Jersey's world treasures, and there
are significant tracts of available land all along the Black
River and Western Line including the townships of Raritan and
East Amwell., and the Village of Ringoes. These lands border
both the Black River and Western, and Route 202 which provides
the interesting option of combining a Park and Ride with the
museum facility.

' Indisputably the Flemington/Raritan Township/Ringoes

area 1s a major tourist attraction; one singled out just last

week in "Time" magazine —-— I have a copy of the article in your
packet -— singled out 1in "Time"' magazine just last week for
national distinction. Easlly accessible Dy interstates and

10



major highways, as I said, nearly 35,000 people arrive weekly
vear-round by car and bus, and there exists acres of parking
spaces with additional lots under construction.

Assemblyman Schluter and others have questioned 1if
shoppers are the right kind of tourists for a transportation
museum? Now admittedly I'm not an expert on the right kind of
tourist, however I do know that our visitors are families,
overwhelmingly so, families who come to spend a day or a
weekend in the country: Families who come to pick their own
produce or cut their own Christmas tree, visit the farm
wineries and the existing museums, families who also shop;
families with dads and children who are always looking for
something to do when mothers are hunting the outlet stores.

A recent article in the October 1issue of "Better Homes
and Gardens" magazine calls Flemington one of the East's best
family vacation spots, and I've got a copy of that in your
packet as well. And I submit to you that people on family
vacations are, indeed, the kind of people interested in a
transportation museum.

It's important, I think, for the Commission to realize
that another significant museum is being contemplated for this
area. Plans are now under way to preserve a beautiful,
colonial farmstead, the Dvoor Farm in Flemington, Dby converting
it to an agricultural museum with a farmers' market and an
environmental education center. This existing project Is
sponsored by the South Branch Watershed Association and would
clearily complement the purpose of <the Transportation Museum,
encouraging even more visitors with an interest 1in living
history preservations.

Obviously there is much to do and see in our
community. And the State Railroad and Transportation Museum
would provide yet another activity for the many thousands of

families who already make this area a daily or a weekend
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destination. The museum could capitalize on and be the
benefactor of considerable publicity, promotion, and marketing
as well. For our area 1is actively promoted in regional and
national media and our relationship with WOR Radio, I think, is
clearly understood.

I think it's important to realize that much of our
press attention 1s totally unsolicited. For example, the two
articles that I pointed out are examples of people coming to us
to find out more about our area.

Flemington/Raritan/Ringoes 1is c¢learly the prudent and
intelligent choice for this museum. The communities'
beautifully restored and preserved architecture, its historic
district where 60% of the houses are on the National Register
of Historic Places, and 1its existing historical preservations
already make this an existing, living museum.

Its interesting mix of shops, tourists, farmers and
craftsmen which unify and support each other, provide an
unparalleled ambience for the proposed Transportation Museum.
The museum would attract a new public as well as provide
additional, recreational opportunity for others and is clearly
compatible with the other tourist activity in the area.

We're not encouraging the establishment of the museum
in our community because we are in need of economic
development. Instead, we are 1inviting vou to bring this
important facility to a vital, dynamic community distinguished
last summer by the editors of "Money" magazine as second best
place in the United States to live and work.

The Hunterdon County Chamber of Commerce, designated
an official Visitors Welcome Center by the State Division of
Travel and Tourism, unequivocally endorses this site and
pledges 1its complete cooperation for the duration of the
croject. Thank you. '

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Thank you, Ms. Durst. And now I

would like to open 1t to the members of the Commission to make
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any comments about the area or any questions directed to Ms.
Durst. And I think I'll start on my right. Senator Rand?

SENATOR RAND: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Ms. Durst I
liked your presentation, and I visited there and I'm very
impressed, but I'm like the ball team that's looking for the
place to play. Is there anything concrete that the community
can offer us? I do that in terms of recognizing the financial
picture of this State and Kknowing that our revenues are to
decline and so I'm really looking for some benefits also -—-—
tangible benefits. I know the price of ground in that area.
Is there any offer to entice us to come there? And if so could
vou give this Commission some benefits?

MS. DURST: Well I can't give you anything concrete.
I can tell you that part of the property that the Dvoor Farm —-
part of the Dvoor Farm that 1s now under contemplation for the
Museum -- South Branch Watershed Museum was negotiated at a
very fair price because that family wanted to keep that land in
open space. I think the same thing would be available to us.

I also talked to--

SENATOR RAND: You mean that we can negotiate for a
portion of that, or the community's prepared to give us a site?

MS. DURST: No, I'm saying that we can negotiate for a
portion of that.

SENATOR RAND: What was the price per acreage, may I
ask?

MS. DURST: - It was around $40,000 an acre.

SENATOR RAND: Forty thousand dollars an acre?

MS. DURST: I think it was a little bit less than that.

SENATOR RAND: We need some 50 acres for our site
which would be $2 million.

MS. DURST: But you donjt need an excursion line and a

train track.

SENATOR RAND: I understand. I realize--— ['m just
trying to sort out all of the problems. I'm very careful when

1t comes to money.
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MS. DURST: I hcpe so. The second site that I've done
some work on is part of the Flemington Trade Center which
borders 202, Church Street Extension in Flemington, and
Pennsylvania Avenue Extension. Actually 1it's in Raritan
Township.

On this site there are plans for a Sheraton Hotel and
behind it there are a lot of existing acres available. The
developer's very anxious to talk to the members of the
Commission about that tract. He said it's a very opportune
time to purchase that land. The Black River and Western comes
right to the back of it and there's a place to build a little
train station where the visitors—-

SENATOR RAND: How many acres 1s that?

MS. DURST: In excess of 50.

SENATOR RAND: And what is the wvalue of that. Do you
have an idea? 1Is it commensurate with the value that you're
paying for the other properties?

MS. DURST: Yes, yes.

SENATOR RAND: Okay, that gives me an idea.

MS. DURST: In fact, I told him what we were'thinking
about for the Dvoor property, and he said that seemed realistic
and he was willing to talk to people about that.

There are lots and 1lots of open spaces between

Flemington and Ringoes as you can see on that tape. AaAnd as you
go further south, the land is probably a 1littie more
inexpensive.

SENATOR RAND: Thank vyou wvery mwmuch. Mr. Chailrman,
thank you very much.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Thank you, Senator. Anyone else?
Tom Hellyer?

MR. HELLYER: The Johanna Farms Dairy owns some
frontage-- |

MS. DURST: That's right.

14



MR. HELLYER: —-—along the Black River and Western's
right of way. Has anybody approached the dairy about parting
with some of that property?

MS. DURST: They were interested in doing that at one
time. Johanna Farms is now owned by another company. We have
not talked to that other company.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Frank, Mr. Reilly?

MR. REILLY: Do ycu have any idea how many passengers
ride the Black River and Western in a year?

MS. DURST: How many ride it in a year? ©No. I know
that at the Chamber it's probably the single most interesting
feature that people want to know about. When people call they
want to Xnow about the steam railer. On the weekends in the
summer 1t's always full. It runs week—- I'm sorry the
weekdays in the summer. It runs weekends until December.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Anything else Frank?

MR. REILLY: No. Thank you.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Assemblyman Mazur?

ASSEMBLYMAN MAZUR: As your commentator in your script
pointed out, the road and the tracks are in serious need of
reconstruction. Has any estimate been made or anybody have any
estimate, on how much that would cost?

MS. DURST: To updrade our tracks?

ASSEMBLYMAN MAZUR: Yeah, wupgrade that rocadbed and
Tracks.

MS. DURST: I think his comment dealt with the fact
that 1f he wanted to go faster than the speed he was going he'd
have to have better tracks. But because he was 1interested in
the scenery and so forth, the tracks were fine for an excursion
railroad.

SENATOR RAND: Mr. Chairman, I--

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Ben 1s still-—-

SENATOR RAND: Oh, I didn't hear that——

15



SENATOR GAGLIANO: Mr. Mazur--

SENATOR PRAND: Okay, I thought I could give him an
answer about the money.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: I think Mr. Mazur——

ASSEMBLYMAN MAZUR: Well, if he's got an answer I'd be
glad to hear it.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: You want to comment on that,
Senator Rand?

SENATOR RAND: Well, there has been, by the Department
of Transportation about $1 million put into that upgrading of
those ties. I guess-- Is that what you would call them?

ASSEMBLYMAN MAZUR: Yes, the railroad ties.

SENATOR RAND: So that it has been upgraded for the
speed that 1is going now. There wmight have to be more
upgrading, but there has been a significant amount of money
contributed by the DOT.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAZUR: The rolling stock-- There are two
steam engines in working condition?

MS. DURST: I can't tell you that.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAZUR: There are no steam engines in
working condition? )

MS. DURST: - I don't Kknow.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: I believe then I can tell you that
there are no steam engines working at this time. I believe
that there was a comment made when we visited Black River—— I
don't know if anyone is here representing the Black River, but
I seem to recall -— and probably any of the rail fans in the
room could probably confirm -— that the steam engine is not in
use because it needs substantial renovation. I think the price
was in the neighborhood of $40,000 to $50,000. I'm not sure if
I'm right on that recollection, but it's $40,000 to $50,000 to
put the steam engine back into service, and they just haven't
either had the money or haven't chosen to spend the money, but

1t's not in service now.

16



MS. DURST: There may be someone here who can speak to
that. George Corey?

SENATOR GAGLIANO: George Corey.

GEORGE C OREY: (speaks from audience) Yes, Senator
Gagliano was correct. You were correct. That was our
understanding. Between $40,000 and $50,000 because the boiler
needs repair.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: It 1s still part of the property
though?

MR. COREY: Yes.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAZUR: Is there only one steam engine, or
are there two?

MR. COREY: I'm only aware of one. If there's two,
there 1is only one that 1is in what we would call, close to
operating condition. The second one 1is going to need more
repair than that. .

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Down the road. Jerry Premo?

MR. PREMO: Thank you. The article in "Time" magazine
captures some of the <charm and some of the problems

simultaneously of your community. Reference is made to
pleasant Saturday afternoons but also it says, "with traffic
tied up.” What will we do to your community if we come? Will

we intensify the problem?
MS. DURST: I think that's a factor that Raritan
Township has Dbeen studying, but the information that I have
read in most of the things that the Commission has published,
says that it won't add appreciably to the traffic. Our traffic
is really created by the people that live there. We've grown
so phenomenally in the last couple of years that a lot of our
traffic is not tourist related. It's because we have a lot of
condos and PRDs right around that Flemington Circle area which
at best 1s a tough road to negotilate.
Also, 1f we moved the museum +to the south of
a

rlemington, toward the Ringoes area, we could probabiy divert
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lot of existing traffic from the Flemington area, and encourage
people to ride the train back up to the shops.

MR. PREMO: That's interesting. You mentioned Park
and Ride as partlof your presentation, that speaks to a non
downtown Flemington site as contrasted with a site close to the
traffic circles and close to the scene of today's most intense
congestion. That would require an investment in property, but
it would also deal with the basic tone of the article regarding
traffic. I know it's on everyone's mind, and Mr. Chairman, I
just wanted to raise it to highlight that issue.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Good point.

MR. PREMO: Okay, thank vou.

MS. DURST: We've tried to deal with that traffic
issue in other ways, too, Mr. Premoc. We've developed a trolley
that allows people to park out on 202 and use the trolley to
come into town. ,

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Any other questions of members of
the Commission? Yes, Mr. Innocenzi?

MR. INNOCENZI: Mr. Chairman, Jjust two questions.
Just following up on Mr. Premo's comment. It's clear to me
that the Flemington/Ringoes presentation is not site specific.
Tt's generally talking about the area.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Correcrt.

MR. INNOCENZI: The Black River and Western and the
Flemington area's a draw. The other point 1is, there is freight
service on that particular line right now. Do you have any
idea of what the status of that freight service is?

MS. DURST: Yes, I do. Mr. Corey, would you address
that please?

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Mr. Corey could you come up here
please to make sure that we pick you up on these microphones?
And if you could identify yourself with a little background?

MR. COREY: My name 1is George Corey and I'm Chairman

the Long-Range Planning Committee for the Chamber of

o]
tt

18



Commerce, and President of Exxel Management and Marketing
Corporation.

The question about the freight service-- The freight
service is a very important part of that rail line today and in
discussing that issue with the railroad people and with other
people in the area, there seems to be the availability of
people that would come in and be interested in taking over the
freight service. But the industry does rely on that freight
service.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Do you have any idea, Mr. Corey, of
what the dgross income 1is to the Black River and Western
Railroad? I mean I guess I'm asking that question because if
the State 1is going to invest in it—- We know that there's
excursion service, we Know that there's a certain amount of
freight service. Do you have any idea what that means in terms
of dollars per year, gross dollars?

MR. COREY: I'm sorry, I do have the figures but I did
not bring them along. But, if we could supply them to the
Commission——

SENATOR GAGLIANO: That would be okay. Do you have
general idea? 1If I gave you what I heard, could you comment on
whether or not it was close?

MR. COREY: Yes.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Approximately $100,000 annually
from the excursion vrides and approximately $400,000 £from
freight.

MR. COREY: Yes, $500,000 total income.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Is that confirmable?

MR. COREY: Yes, that 1s, approximately.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: And the second part of that
questions is, you're familiar with the owners of the railroad?

MR. COREY: Yes.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: 1Is the railroad for sale?

MR. COREY: 7Yes 1t is.
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SENATOR GAGLIANO: Would it be available to the State
if we chose that area?

MR. COREY: As I understand it from the owners, yes.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Would the sale include all the
right of way which I understand is-- How long is it Frank,
approximately 18, 20 miles?

MR. REILLY: Yeah, I'd say about 20.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Approximately 20 miles, that would
include all the right of way.

MR. COREY: I'm not sure if there 1s a small part of
the right of way in the Lambertville area that 1is leased or
not. But it would include all the right of ways that they
own. They'd like to sell the complete railroad.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: As well as whatever leaseholds they
have?

MR. COREY: Yes.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: And the rolling stock-- Mr. Mazur
reminds me, is the rolling stock included?

MR. COREY: It is, and all the property and buildings
they own. ’

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Are there any other questions?

SENATOR RAND: One final question, Mr. Chairman.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Yes, Senator Rand?

SENATOR RAND: The 100,000 for the rall passenger and
the 400,000 for the freight service, lest the members of the
Commission misunderstand, that's not the bottom line. Is there
a surplus or a deficit in the running of that line besides that
100,000 and 400,000, which becomes my interest?

SENATOR GAGLIANO: I said gross income Mr.--—

SENATOR RAND: I'm asking the question as to whether
that line carries itself or as to whether there's an operating
deficit. If we're golng to talk about 400,000 and 100,000 I
think =that the Commission ought to know what they're going to

step into in respect of whether that line carries an operating



situation of self-sustaining 1itself or whether there's a
deficit. If we could get those figures along with your
figures, Mr. Chairman, I'd be appreciative of that.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Okay, do we have them Mr. Corey?

MR. COREY: We could supply them. And most years it
is positive.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Most years it's positive, but it
could be a deficit.

MR. COREY: Yes.

SENATOR  GAGLIANO: Okay, are there any other
questions? Assemblywoman Farragher?
ASSEMBLYWOMAN FARRAGHER: Just one question-- You

mentioned Raritan Township, I would be interested to know what
is the position of Raritan Township relative to the siting in
the area? .

MS. DURST: 1I'm glad that you asked me that because I
know there has been a lot of press concerning their position.
I went to the Raritan Township Committee meeting on Monday
night and they made two statements -- three statements
actually: 1) Unanimously they were in favor of cultural
development in the community; it was the kind of non demanding
develcpment they wanted to see. The second was that theyv had
become open-minded about the museum and they were wililing to
sit down and discuss it and cooperate. But because they are a
booming +*township that has had a lot of demands on their
infrastructure 1in the last couple of years, they really are
anxious to see some more impact studies. They'd like to know,
what specific site we'd be talking about before they could make
any kind of an unequivocal statement of support. But they re
very open-minded, and this 1s the kind of thing they'd like to
see come into the community.

ASSEMBLYWOMAN FARRAGHER: Thank you.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Okay, thank vou. Thank you,

Clare. Are there any other comments or Juestions £from the
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Commission? (no response) Are there any questions from the
liaison members to the Commission?

MR. GROSSELFINGER: (speaks from the audience) My
concern is, and just to reflect what is necessary in my mind is
this model here. Is there a land mass along the Black River
and Western someplace that would fit something that shape? I
mean, there's different acreages I'Vevheard; I don't know what
the shapes are. I've heard of the watershed situation. I1'd
like to hear some clarification on that if possible.

MS. DURST: There's about 13 miles between Flemington
and Ringoes. Would you say that's the length of the track?
Not that much I guess?

MR. COREY: Yes, it would be shorter than that.

MS. DURST: It would be shorter than that? But on
both sides of that track there are enormous acres of open land.

MR. GROSSELFINGER: Flat acres?

MS. DURST: Flat acres.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Before we go any further I would
like to introduce Walter Grosselfinger and introduce also the
model that was made at the suggestion I guess -- at the
auspices of the United Railroad Historical Society which is
represented by Walter and his associate-—

PETER HA S L E R: Pete Hasler.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: (refers to model) -- I'm sorry --
Pete. This 1s their concept of what a museum might lcok like
and as you can see, on the one side 1s the display area with
the tracks for the railroads. And there are several buildings
proposed which would house -- I presume -- trucks, treolleys,
buses, and that sort of thing. And then the village effect
over on this side where there could be gift shops and other
things for visitors to see. I would have no idea-- We haven't
Jotten to that point yeﬁ on how mucﬁ acreage that would
require, but [ think many of those items that are shown would



te the kind of thing that we would want to show in a museun.
So, if anyone has a chance later, take a look at it.

' Are there any other of the liaison representatives to
the Commission that have any questions? Now I saw a gentleman
back there in the brown jacket, you had your hand up before?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER FROM AUDIENCE: At one point I
just wanted to say -- you asked if we could hear -- we could
hear well but then gradually the volume decreased.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: All right, so I'm going to ask
everybody to please speak up. And when you address the
Commission or the people in the audience-- Anything else with
respect to the Flemington/Ringoes area? Yes.

MR. TAYLOR: Mr. Chairman I'd be interested to Kknow
whether you have any marketing statistics about how long a
typical visitor to the Flemington area stays in the Flemington
area? And also a second part of that would be what the average
visitor might spend while they are in the Flemington area?

SENATOR GAGLIANO: There's always not enough.
(laughter)

MS. DURST: Our retail sales are several million
dollars. I can't recall the exact number right now. I can
give you that. Generally, Flemington 1is a day destination.

It’'s developing, because of our marketing, into a weekend spot.

What we're trying to do is %ftie a lot of different
interests and activities together and explain to people how
they can get from one to- another and create more lodging.
Right now we're basically an area that's dependent upcn one
motel that has 102 or 103 rooms, and small bed and breakfasts.
The bed and breakfasts are certainly delightful and fit into
the ambience of our community, but we do need more lodging to
be able to create longer stays.

And the Flemington ‘Irade Center site will include a
hotel. Right now 1t's probably going to Dbe a Sheraton Hotel
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and that probably will increase our opportunities to encourage
it as more than a day stop.

MR. TAYLOR: Thank you.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: There's a question in the rear of
the room. Sir, would you please stand so we can hear you?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER FROM AUDIENCE: My question 1is
have any of your two Assemblymen, yoﬁr State Senator, and the
freeholders from Hunterdon gone on record of either supporting--

MS. DURST: Our freeholders are supporting it. Our
State Senator and .one of our Assemblypeople have chosen to be
more neutral because they are concerned with a couple of
sites. And I think as most people know Assemblyman Schluter is
not sure that'Flemington is the appropriate spot.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Okay, there being no further
questions, thank you very much Fran, and Mr. Corey. Thank you
for coming today and we hope you'll stick around for awhile.

MS. DURST: Thank you.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: What I would like to do now is go
to the second site which is Phillipsburg, and if you'll just
come up here and 1identify yourselves and start yodr
presentation.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER FROM AUDIENCE: I'm just setting
things up, Senator.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Fine, take your time.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER FROM AUDIENCE: Senator, 1s it
ckay to take photographs?

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Take photeraphs? Certainly, sure,
sure. Just let us know when vyou're doing it, so were not
picking-- You know. (laughter)

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER FROM AUDIENCE: On the last page
of the document I just gave you 1s a photo similar to the one
you'll be seeing. ‘

SENATOR GAGLIANO: While we're wailting for

Phillipsburg to get started I just want to give a round of
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applause tc the Department of Transportation for providing us
with this beautiful room. Thank you Bob, and thanks to Hazel.

SENATOR RAND: Senator Gagliano, that's because we
voted for the Transportation Trust Fund renewal.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: I was going to say, we helped get
the money out of the taxpayers to build this building.

MR. INNOCENZI: This room gets a lot of use by public
groups in the area, too. We offer it-— It's everybody's room.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: OKay, thank you.

MAYOR P AUL RUMMERPFTIETLD: Thank you Senator
Gaglianc and members of the Commission. My name 1s Paul
Rummerfield, Mayor of the Town of Phillipsburg. With me today
I have Council members Fred Rufe; Councilwoman Meryl Crozier:
Pete Terp, a Hunterdon County resident and railroad fan; Gloria
Tolotta, Executive Director of our Champber of Commerce; Al
Galello, (phonetic spelling) a rail fan from Hunterdon County;
Anthony Gallagher, a retired railroader; Jay Miers, Director of
Economic Development and Tourism for Warren County; and Tony
DePrima, our Planner from Phillipsburg.

Phillipsburg 1is pleased to have this opportunity to
present 1its summary before the Railroad Transportation Study
Commission, and we would like to thank you and commend you for
the many hours that you've put 1in, and thank the members that
took the time to visit Phillipsburg back in May. We certainly
4id appreciate it.

Phillipsburg has total community support.
Phillipsburg 1is the only site that has offered a full
cooperative  partnership among  State, county, and local
government with the full support of the people of the area.

There is unanimous community support in the
Phillipsburg area with no dissenting groups or individuals.
Since the £first evening that Mr. Terp presented the idea to the
Phillipsburg Town Council, the governing body in Phillipsburg
embraced the idea fthat evening. Since then we've had numerous
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unanimous resolution support from our neighboring communities,
the Lopatcong, Pohatcong, Alpha, and it has also extended not
only to Warren County, but to Pennsylvania. The city of Easton
has endorsed it and other communities in Pennsylvania.

Phillipsburg will have the total political support
that is necessary to see the project through the Legislature's
appropriations process, which we feel is very important. Your
job, Committee members, 1is to make the site -~ choose the
successful site, but from there it has to go for funding. With
complete political support on the local level, on the county
level, and on the State level, we're willing to start today to
lobby for that effort.

Phillipsburg conforms with the State policy--
Selection of Phillipsburg as a location of the Railroad and
Transportation Museum, conforms with the State ©vpolicy of
revitalizing urban areas.

Since 1983 New Jersey has had a policy of revitalizing
its urban areas. Three urban areas have been awarded major
State cultural, recreational or museum facilities. They are
Camden with the State Aquarium, Jersey City with the Science
Museum, and Newark with the 200 million Center for the
Performing Arts. None of these cities has been particularly
noted as a tourist attraction in the past, nor as a mecca r[or
factory outlet day shoppers.

Also the three locations generally cover all the
geographic areas of the State except for the fast dJgrowing
Northwest. of three final sites proposed for the
Transportation Museum, only Phillipsburg 1is an urban area
designated for revitalization and also located in Northwest New
Jersey.

The Phillipsburg site will specifically conform with
the New Jersey State Developmeht and Redevelopment Plan; a
document intended to guide State spending. And if vou will,

please allow me to *turn to the State Planning Commission
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working document. Under tier one, the primary goal for
municipalities included in this tier is revitalization.
Prudent public and private reinvestment can revitalize once
proud downtowns and main streets, can stabilize still
deteriorating neighborhoods, and rebuild infrastructure 1in
these municipalities.

Volume two, page 132 of the document, policy B-132:
Major cultural facilities such as regional and statewide
libraries, museums, and performing art centers should be
recognized for both their economic development and quality of
life impacts. They should be located, maintained, and expanded
in redeveloping cities and suburbs. Priority 1in this regard
should be given to urban center municipalities.

Phillipsburg can attract tourists. Those of you who
do not know much about Northwest New Jersey may not be aware of
the travel and tourism which 1is a major 1industry 1in the
metropolitan and statistical area to which Phillipsburg is
assigned. As an example, one nine-day music fest 1in a
community near Phillipsburg drew nearly 700,000 people from
throughout the Mid-Atlantic states, with a high percentage of
those visitors from New Jersey. This 1is many times more than
the Waterloo Village draws with a five-month concert season.

The Canal Museum and park just across the river from
Phillipsburg already 3is a major museum attraction. Currently
two-thirds of the buses that come to the Canal Museum in Easton
come from New Jersey.

Phillipsburg will be less costly. At Port Morris we
already know that restoration of the cutoff might cost 30 to
100 million, depending on who you talk to. This would be in
addition to the cost of building a new access road to the site
and installing infrastructure. At Flemington, cost of the
scenic ride might be 1.3 million with another 500,000 for
immediate maintenance, and cost of the land at 2 million plus a

suitable site nearby. plus installation of an infrastructure.



At Phillipsburg we are contributing a site.
approximately 32 acres, with infrastructure in place and scenic
rail line in place. A former passenger terminal for two major
railroads which is adjacent to the Phillipsburg site 1is
currently available. A former company deneral store, along
with scenic ride at the James River paper mill in Riegelsville,
which dates back to 1862, may also be available.

Phillipsburg is accessible. As noted earlier it takes
less time to get from metropolitan New Jersey to Phillipsburg
via I-78 than it does to the other two proposed sites. Local
access to the other sites is from highly congested highways.
Any congestion at Phillipsburg will be relieved next spring
when the remainder of I-78 opens.

At Flemingtcon there 1s little that can be done
regarding traffic congestion. Flemington has 1its traffic
circles, and traffic on its local streets during shopping hours
is nearly to the maximum.

And we know the track record of Hunterdon County
against projects that generate additional traffic on its
already congested streets.

At Port Morris, current access to the site is through
back streets and residential areas. A new access road
paralleling the rail right of way could be buillt, but it would
be a very expensive proposition.

In my nine years in local government in Phillipsburg,
I have never witnessed a project that has been embraced by a
whole community as the support that has come flowing in from
all concerns; because the word "railroad" invokes passion in
Phillipsburg. I'm not talking about the successful site as a
‘prize on the top shelf at a carnival. I'm talking about the
Bakers, the Gallaghers, the Graffins, the Paddis, and I could
go on and on with names whose lives were railroads, whose
existence in Phillipsburg was the existence of the raillroads
and the employment it gave the families.

Why don't we run the video now?
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UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER FROM AUDIENCE: Is the TV on?

MAYOR RUMMERFIELD: We know a lot about railroads in
Phillipsburg, but not a lot about electronics. (laughter)

SENATOR GAGLIANO: I'm sorry, I did not realize our
operator left. I wouldn't have let him. I would have chained
him to the machine. That's okay, you'll get extra time for
that, Mayor, and so will Mr. Innocenzi. He's going to get time
for it. (Commission and audience view video) Mayor?

MAYOR RUMMERFIELD: Thank you. If we could now turn
to the maps, I'd like to have Tony DePrima very quickly show us
some of the sites from an aerial photo that we witnessed in the

video.

ANTHONY J. De PRIMA: (with a chart and a map)
Thank you, Mayor. Again, welcome to an aerilal photo of our
community. You should know that this is 1in the neart of our

downtown district. Our South Main Street 1is this street here.
You should also know before I go into specific sites that this
site is approximately half a mile from the last exit off Route
22 in New Jersey which puts you about here and ties you nicely
into the interstate transportation system in New Jersey,
specifically Route 78 which then 1leads you to 287 and
ultimately to Route 80.

As well, not only are you a half a mile this way but
vyou are two miles directly from an interchange of Route 78
Joing along South Main Street, which is Alternate Route 22.

The site again-- We are offering -a very specific
site, a majority of which is already owned by the town of
Phiilipsburg and which the town of Phillipsburg has committed
to donating to this project. Now, that site is listed as Site
A here. It's approximately 32 acres, and it's currently used
as a park. We also have an additional five acres which runs
along in here which a private owner has indicated that he would

be willing to donate to the project.
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We have talked extensively about some additional 1land
that would also be available 1f the 32 acres was significant.
That is Area C. This photo is on the last page of the handout
that we gave out.

This Area C, we know that this property just recently
sold from Conrail to the current owner for about 15,000 an
acre. This property is on the market. We've also heard about
the current former Union Station Square, that is B. And nicely
adjacent to the major section.

We've also heard about some additional abandoned
railroad property. What we are talking about is the Lehigh
Valley Line which 1s planned for abandocnment. That would be F
in this line.

You've heard extensively about the Bel Del Line. The
Bel Del Line 1is this railroad. It goes right along the
Delaware River; you would be heading south right along the
Delaware River. It parallels the main site and we feel that we
can easily bring passengers down that slope to a nice recreated
station similar to what you see there, and bring them on a nice
16 mile excursion. '

You've heard about the Morris Canal? There 1is the
existing Morris Canal Archway, beautiful structure right here.
You've heard about the Canal Museum in Easton which gets
approximately the same numper of riders as the Black River and
Western. That is right here.

It's interesting to note that there is the bridge that
you saw in the photo that 1s right here between these <two.
This will be abandoned with the Lehigh Valley Line. Again,
this will make a nice either a foot or some sort of tramway
between these two historic sites.

I believe that we've gone through the major sites that
we wanted to show you and why don't you just go over them once
again? Again, this is a very specifiic site that we are

offering to the Commission.



SENATOR GAGLIANO: Thank you very much.

MR. FERRARA: Tony, question please. Would you again
review the access from Route 78, where it would come in?

MR. DePREMA: Okay, you cannot see it obviously--

MR. FERRARA: And let me ask you a question before you
do that. Does it by-pass the city to any dgreat extent to get
into that site?

MR. DePREMA: OKay, if from this point, let me see —-
this is our South Main Street -- South Main Street 1is actually
Alternate Route 22. From this point on South Main Street
you're two miles along Alternate 22, the same road, to the
Still Valley intersection of Route 78 which 1s the last
intersection in New Jersey.

MR. FERRARA: So how would one drive 1in from 78 to
that site? )

MR. DePREMA: You would simply get off the Still
Valley Circle, follow the signs for Alternate Route 22 and of
course at that time there will be a large sign that says New
Jersey Rail and Transportation Museum, and it's essentially the
same road. There are two stoplights between that point and

this point. The actual access 1into the site, there are
multiple ways in which -- as you can see because of the
carallel lines -- there are different ways in which you can get
in.

MR. FERRARA: What would be the best way with the
least traffic?

MR. DePREMA: The least traffic. To get to this site?

MR. FERRARA: Yes.

MR. DePREMA: Or to get to this area of town?

MR. FERRARA: To get to the museum site.

MR. DePREMA: I would say that we could look at some
sort of expansion. As you'can see South Main Street runs Eight
into here and it bends down in here. I think if we can find a
small—-— There 15 an existing road here that we can wmake
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some sort cf entrance right into there so that you'd actually
be a block off Alternate 22. That would avoid going through
some of the residential neighborhoods.

The other road which puts you actually closer to Route
22 1is at the Still Valley Circle which 1is approximately
two—and-a-half miles outside of Phillipsburg. It branches and
you can go on Alternate 22, you can go onto what will be the
extension of 78 into the Lehigh Valley, or you can go on 22
which brings you to Easton. You're only a half a mile from the
bridge -- that's the current bridge when you're traveling to
the Lehigh Valley that you travel over. This site at this
point is only about a half a mile from that toll‘bridge.

We see traffic-— Once the 78 bridge is open into the
Lehigh Valley, we see an awful lot of the truck traffic that
Route 22 has become infamous for, simply going away and going
over the Route 78 bridge. So again, we are very close to that
intersection.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: I want to keep moving Tony. We're
getting a little behind ourselves here.

MR. DePRIMA: Thank you.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Do any other members of the
Commission on my left have any other questions? Jerry Premo?

MR. PREMO: Well, I'm impressed by the 1idea that
somebody would donate five acres of waterfront land to vou.
May I ask what the arrangement 1s there? it sounds like a
really unusual public/private arrangement.

MAYOR RUMMERFIELD: The developer that we're talking
about incidentally came from Hunterdon County, Dbased 1in
Flemington, and has Jjust purchased land from Conrail. He 1s
developing that with his own enterprise and a number of other
small, 1light industrial enterprises, and has been very
cooperative with Phillipsburg and has been—— éight from the
very beginning when we told him about our proposal for a raill
site he said, "What can [ do?"” I asked him for the land. And

he said, "I'd be honored and pleasured to give it to you.' |



MR. PREMO: Thank ycu, Mayor.

SENATOR  GAGLIANO: Anything  further? (negative
response) Ben Ferrara? '

MR. FERRARA: That's roughly a layout of what we
envision of a basic museum and I understand it's designed to
take up about 30 acres, which would be pretty much the whole
site. How would we handle parking?

MAYOR RUMMERFIELD: With regard to the model I have
told-- It will fit on our Phillipsburg site. As you saw on
the video we have adjacent parking that we could utilize
currently with regard to the parking in the existing park. We
have H over there, as you can see on the map.

MR. DePREMA: This 1is an existing parking lot in
here. Certainly this parking area can be extended back into
this part and really all of this area be used for the museum
essentially —- perhaps not that exact rectangular, but making a
little longer of a rectangle and fitting it in this area. So
the parking can either go here, and if additional 1land was
purchased, certainly there's as much parking as one would need
in this additional -- this approximately about another 20 acres
in here.

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Any other questions to my left?
Excuse me, Ben.

ASSEMBLYMAN MAZUR: This property that attracts the
rail. there’'s an operating railroad there presently Dbeing
operated by Conrail. Have you had any discussions with Conrail
as to their willingness to 1interrupt their services or
coordinate them in any way?

MR. MILLER: (speaks from the audience; no mike) Can
I answer for the Commission?

SENATOR GAGLIANO: Whoever has the information, sure.
Ken Miller? |

MR. MILLER: We nhave a problem in the county where we

have a problem with Conrail. They have a secticn of this



particular railroad which 1is quite a ways ncrth. We're
currently negotiating very quietly and very cautiously to do
some kind of a swap. It's going to cost Conrail a lot of money
to take care of the problem. It's an overﬁanging rock problem
that hangs over one of our county roads. And I believe that if
the county offers to take care of the rock problem which can
perhaps cost as much as 500,000 or aﬁybe more to eliminate-—
We're looking to acquire the Bel Del branch also. We're trying
to make a swap. The county will take care of the rock problem
if Conrail will donate the branch. That branch 1is slated for
removal or abandonment in t