State of New Jersey |

Department of Community Affairs | =

Division of Codesand Standar ds ,\3

PO Box 802 A

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0802 Commusity
Christine Todd Whitman Harriet Derman
Governor Commissioner

Dae September 1995 Subject:  Removal/Abandonment of
Super sedes Bulletin No. 88-8 Underground Storage Tanks

Regulated by the DEP

Reference N.J.A.C.5:23-3.11B

When tankslisted on page 1 of Bulletin No. 95-1C areto be placed out of
service, aprior approval isawaysrequired by the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP). Theapproval isgranted after the applicant submitsa
closure approval planthat isacceptabletothe DEP. The DEPissuesasingle-sheet
closureapproval. Thisclosure approva must be submitted to the enforcing agency
prior to theissuance of ademolition permit. Code officialsmay also request acopy
of the closure approval plan so that the specific techniquesbeing employed tore-
move/abandon thetank areavailable.

Approval for Abandonment:

When contaminationisfound, it should bereported to the DEP hotline. Of-
ten, the DEPwill requirethat contaminated soil betakento an appropriatefacility. As
long astheexcavationisfilled (presumably with clean material from another site), a
Certificateof Approva canbeissued, evenif moundsof contaminated soil remainon
gte. If new construction isproposed on asitewhere contamination from atank was
discovered, the owner has two options. The owner can wait for a“No Further
Action” letter from the DEP, or the owner can proceed at hisor her own peril. ANo
Further Action | etter meansthat the soil samplestaken reveal no contamination and
that any contaminated soil has been properly disposed of . If an owner choosesto
proceed at hisor her own peril, additional in-situ remediation methods may bere-
quired.

Thefollowing checklistisprovided asan aidto codeofficials. Itisrecom-
mended that code officialsusethe checklist and makeit part of the permit file.

Page 1 of 2

BULLETIN NO.

9%5-1D

Z
—
L]
—
—
-
0







CHECKLIST FORTHE CLOSURE OF UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS

Owner of theTank:
Addressof the Site:
Lot and Block No:
Certified Contractor:

Theitemsonthischecklist are practicescurrently accepted by the DEP. Further explanation can
befoundinAppendix B of NFiPA 30 and the American Petroleum Institute’ s Bulletin 1604, entitled
“Recommended Practicefor Abandonment or Removal of Used Underground Storage Tanks.”

L Owner/contractor reportsthat thetank was properly cleaned of residual material.
2 Owner/contractor reportsthat al residua materid, including water used in cleaning, was
properly containerized for proper off-sitedisposal.
3 Inspection reved sthat all affected piping was disconnected/capped/removed.
4 For abandonment in place, tank was observed to befilled and sealed wth an appropriate
inert materid.
5. For removd:

a.  Owner/contractor has determined that the tank has been disposed of properly.
b. Thetank wasrendered freeof flammablevapors[e.g., contractor hastested tank with
proper monitoring equipment, such asan explosive gasindicator (egi) explosion meter].
__*c. Thetank excavation wasobserved to befreeof obviousevidence of contamination (e.g.,
odors, stained soil, free product)
___d. Contaminated soil wasproperly staged on plastic and covered wth plastic or equivalent.
__*e. Theremovedtank wasfreeof obviouscorrosion holesor structura failure.

*1f NO, thenimmediately contact the 24-hour DEP Hotline at (609) 292-7172 to report adischarge.

Itisrecommended that an excavation which indicates contamination remain openfor investigation,
wherepossible. It should, however, be secured for safety reasons.
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