
 

= Search
fae THE STATE OF NEw JERSE’
ty DeparTMENT OF Law &® Pusuic SAFETY NJHome | Services AtoZ | Departments/Agencios | FAQs

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL | —
Ray ’ PeescD ___ OAGServices from A - Z Vv | Servicios en Espanol Vv

  

Guba &. Grewal "
Afftomey General

 

AG's Executive Leadership Team
 

 

 

 

 

For Immediate Release: For Further Information: (22 Mssage Ask the AG
May 19, 2020 Media Inquiries-  Goentact OAG About OAG

Office of The Attorney General 509nopeat OAG News OAG FAQs
- Gurbir S. Grewal, Attorney General oe GAG Labcare Endiciaae!

Division of ConsumerAffairs Citizen Inquiries- = ae
- Paul Rodriguez, Acting Director 609-984-5828 GAG Grants Proposed Rules

GAG Rrstory senmvices A-Z

AG Grewal Announces Expansion of Pharmacists’ Role in statutes / Reguiations / Rules
COVID-19 Testing Across New Jersey Agencies | Programs / Units

7 Other News Pages

Administrative Order eawariiniy Ces
 

 

Olas Notogs an Espanol (COAG

Newark —Attorney General Gurbir S. Grewal today announcedthat the Division of Civil Rights {Division an!

ConsumerAffairs has authorized licensed New Jersey pharmacists to widely administer Consumer Jflalra (Divieinn off
COVID-19 tests to customers, paving the way for thousands of pharmaciesstatewide to

. . Criminal Justice (Division of]
serve as testing sites.

Elechon. Law Enforcement Gomm

Expanding testing authority to the more than 18,000 pharmacists licensed in the state Gaming Enforcement(Div. off

advances Governor Phil Murphy’s goal of doubling statewide testing by the end of the
: Highway Traffic Satety (Onersson of}

month as part of his “Road Back” recovery plan to reopenthestate.
Insurance Fraud Prosecutor (Office of]

“Widespreadtesting is a vital component of Governor Murphy’s strategy for reopening Juvenile Justice Commission
NewJersey and we are doing everything we can to facilitate expandedtesting,” said Stale Police (Division of Nu}
Attorney General Grewal. “With thousands of pharmacists now authorized to administer |
COVID-19 tests, finding a testing site in New Jersey will be as easy as walking to the
corner drug store.”

Law (Daision of]

There are 2,239 pharmacies in New Jersey, including retail chains and independent
businesses.

The Acting Director of the Division of Consumer Affairs last week signed an
Administrative Order that permits licensed pharmacists to perform thetests at, or
immediately outside of, a registered pharmacy. Underthe Director’s order, pharmacists
may administer tests for COVID-19 or its antibodies without a prescription.

“Neighborhood pharmacists are trusted members of their communities and are often a
primary source of healthcare services and information for their customers,” said Paul R.
Rodriguez, Acting Director of the Division of ConsumerAffairs. “This order provides
New Jersey residents with easy access to safe, accurate testing administered by someone
they know andtrust,”

The Administrative Order specifically allows pharmacists to order and perform tests,
and waives legal requirements that otherwise would preclude pharmacists from
administering tests without entering into a collaborative practice agreementor
protocol with a physician.

Underthe Director’s order, pharmacists may only perform tests that have been approved
by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (“FDA”) or that have received an emergency



use authorization issued by the FDA. Consumers are encouraged to ask about FDA
approvals before submitting to a test.

Including pharmacists in COVID-19 testing remains important, as the FDA hasso far
authorized only one at-home sample collection kit that can then be sent only to specified
laboratories for COVID-19 diagnostic testing. That testing kit is authorized to be used by
individuals at homeonly if they have been screened using an online questionnaire thatis
reviewed by a health care provider.
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The mission of the Division of Consumer Affairs, within the Department of Law and
Public Safety, is to protect the public from fraud, deceit, misrepresentation and
professional misconduct in the sale of goods and services in New Jersey through
education, advocacy, regulation and enforcement. The Division pursues its mission
through its 51 professional and occupational boards that oversee 720,000 licenseesin the
state, its Regulated Business section that oversees 60,000 NJ registered businesses, as

well as through its Office of Consumer Protection, Bureau of Securities, Charities

Registration section, Office of Weights and Measures, and Legalized Games of Chance
section.
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Follow the New Jersey Attorney General's Office online at Twitter, Facebook,
Instagram, Flicker & YouTube. The social media links provided arefor reference only.
The New Jersey Attorney General's Office does not endorse any non-governmental
websites, companies or applications.
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