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Highlights of CURRENT PROGRAM STATISTICS 

TANF (Tables 1 and 5, Graphs 1 and 4) 

As of the end of May 1998, 75;052 eligible families in New Jersey were receiving TANF cash 
assistance: 

• about 72,400 single head of household families 

• about 2600 two-parent families. 

In addition, there were more than 6800 families receiving Medicaid Only assistance. 

The largest number of TANF families receiving cash assistance, by county: 

(56.4 percent of all TANF families) 

• 21,906 Essex 

• 12,070 Hudson 

• 8,325 Camden 

The number of TANF cash assistance families in other counties ranged from: 
• 65 families in Hunterdon County to 5,463 in Passaic County, 


with seven counties below 1000 families 


There were about 1400 fewer eligible TANF families receiving cash assistance in May 1998 than in 
April, with a decline of close to 34,000, or 31 percent, over the number of AFDC families receiving 
cash assistance two years ago in May 1996. 

• 	 Single head families: 1200 fewer were eligible in May 1998 than in April and more than 30,000 
below two years ago in May 1996. 

• 	 Two parent families: declined by over 3600, or almost 58 percent from 6300 in May 1996. 

FOOD STAMP PROGRAM 	 (Tables 2 and 6, Graphs 2, 5, and 6) 

At the end of May 1998, about 175,000 households were authorized to participate in the Food 
Stamp Program. 

• 	 TANF: Less than 77,000 households with 245,000 persons. 

• 	 Other low income: less than 99,000 households with less than 149,000 persons. 

• 	 Total persons: under 394,000, including 187,000 adults and 207,000 children 

• 	 By County: 49 percent of the households were in: Essex 45,500 


Hudson 24,000 


Camden 16,700 
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Two years ago in May 1996, nearly 223,000 households were authorized to participate in Food 
Stamps in New Jersey. Over the next two years the number declined by over 47,000, or 21.3 per­
cent, to less than 178,000 by May 1998, and was below 180,000 each month in 1998. 

• 	 TANF(FS) households steadily declined from about 108,000 in May 1996 to about 76,500 two years 
later. Other Low Income households peaked close to 115,000 in May 1996 and declined to about 
100,000 or less in August 1997 through May 1998. 

• 	 Total FS Recipients Authorized to Participate: in the last two years, were about 513,000 in 
May 1996, and declined to 394,000 by May 1998, a drop of almost 120,000, or 23.3 percent. 

• 	 Adult FS Recipients: were about 247,000 in May 1996, and were down by 60,000 (24.3 percent) 
to 187,000 in May 1998. 

• 	 Recipient FS Children: also declined by close to 60,000 (22.3 percent), from about 266,300 in 
May1996 to 206,800 in May 1998. 

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 	 (Tables 3, 7 and 9, Graphs 3, 7 and 9) 

In May 1998 Emergency Assistance (EA) payments were made for 2646 eligible TANF families 
and 225 SSI recipients in New Jersey. For TANF families this included payments for: 

• 	 Temporary Rental Assistance (TRA) for 676 families 

• 	 Motel placements for 184 families and emergency shelter placements for 284 families 

• 	 All other TANF-EA for 1502 families (including back rent, back utilities, security deposits, furnish­
ings, clothing and food allowance, or transitional housing) 

• 	 952 families in Essex County, 342 in Passaic County, 206 in Middlesex County, and for less 
than 200 TANF families in each of the other counties. 

In the past two years, the average number of EA payments for TANF/AFDC families was 4750 in 
1996, less than 3550 for 1997, and 2640 for the first five months of 1998. Less than half as many 
payments were made for families in May 1998 than in May 1996. 

• 	 TRA payments were about one third of the number in May 1996 . 

• 	 Motel payments were made for an average of 320 families per month in 1996, 240 in 1997, and 
an average of 180 thus far in 1998. 

• 	 Families receiving Emergency Shelter payments averaged 345 in 1996, and less than 300 in 1997 and 
the first five months of 1998. 

• 	 Families receiving Other EA payments averaged under 2400 per month in 1996, under 1800 in 
1997, and under 1500 thus far in 1998. About half as many Other EA payments were made for 
families in May 1998 as in May 1996. 

For 1995 there were an average of 7400 GA EA recipients, 6800 for 1996, and 6700 for 1997. Of 
those, GA TRA payments were made to an average of 4400 recipients in 1995,4100 in 1996 and 
4000 in 1997. 
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TANF PARTICIPATION RATES 	 (Table 8, Graph 8) 

(Because of new Federal clarification of the participation rate formula, 
participation rates are being recalculated and are currently unavailable.) 

GENERAL ASSISTANCE 	 (Table 9, Graph 9) 

There were 27,562 GA recipients in February 1998, about 600 more than January 1998, but 
only slightly higher than the end of 1997. The recent increase was among employable GA re­
cipients. The GA total was about 3000 below February 1997 and 6000 below February 1996. 

• 	 Employable GA recipients reached a peak in March 1996 of more than 23,500. They remained 
around 20,000 from June 1996 through April 1997, and less than 18,000 since July 1997. 

• 	 Unemployable GA recipients remained in the 10,000 to 11,000 range over the past two years. 

CHILD SUPPORT AND PATERNITY 	 (Table 10) 

In the first half of FFY 1998 (October 1997 - March 1998), the total distribution of collections of 
the Child Support and Paternity Program increased to $297 million, compared to $282 million 
in the first half of FFY 1997 (October 1996 - March 1998). 




































