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The Winter Communicator: A Reminder 
 
The final issue of the Construction Code Communicator each year will consist of a collection and re-printing of all the 
Alerts, Hot Topics, Letters from the Director, guidance documents, and other information items that were posted on 
the Division's website during the calendar year. 

Once the Construction Code Communicator has been posted, the individual Alerts, Hot Topics, Letters from the 
Director, guidance documents, and other information items will be removed from the Division's website.  However, it 
will still be possible to see a copy of any of these documents as it was originally posted on the Division's website by 
accessing the Division's Document Library or through the "Topics A-Z" tab on the Division's website:  
www.nj.gov/dca/divisions/codes/. 

In short, there are no new articles in this issue. 

Also, the Index for all four issues of the Construction Code Communicator 2011 is included in this issue as a handy 
reference. 

Prospectively, the Construction Code Communicator will follow this same format:  three issues, Spring, Summer, and 
Fall, that contain articles and a Winter issue that will provide in one place all the Alerts, Hot Topics, Letters from the 
Director, guidance documents, and other information items that were posted on the Division's website in that 
calendar year.  We hope that you continue to appreciate this aspect of the Construction Code Communicator. 

If you have any questions about the Construction Code Communicator, or if you have any recommendations for 
articles, please feel free to contact me at (609) 984-7609 or at etempleton@dca.state.nj.us. 
Source:  Emily W. Templeton 
 Division of Codes and Standards 
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Index to the Construction Code Communicator 2011 (Volume 23) 
Article Edition Issue No. Page Discipline 

2011 Building Safety Conference Summer 2 1  

Accessible and Adaptable Dwelling Units Revisited Spring 1 4 Barrier Free 

Accessible Parking Serving Multifamily Dwellings, 
Calculating 

Spring 1 12 Barrier Free 

ADA: Recent Revisions Under Review Spring 1 8 Barrier Free 

Announcement: NJ UCC Energy Subcode Training 
Opportunities 

Winter 4 8 Building 

Annual Pool Bonding and Grounding Inspections and 
Backflow Preventer Testing 

Winter 4 7 Electrical/Plumbing 

Are You Ready to Ride? Winter 4 4  

ASME Requirement for Pressure Vessels Spring 1 2 Plumbing 

Attention New Jersey Licensed Code Officials Winter 4 6  

Barrier Free Subcode: Maneuvering Clearance at 
Doorways Summer 2 3 Building/Barrier Free 

Construction Data: Dummy Dates Spring 1 12  

Commercial Kitchen Exhaust Hoods, Alarms Required? Fall 3 5 Electrical/Fire 
Protection/Mechanical 

Deferred Submittals Spring 1 13  

Dept. of Education Approval for School Projects Fall 3 6  

Dormitories and the Barrier Free Subcode Fall 3 1 Barrier Free 

Ductwork and the Energy Subcode Fall 3 9 Building/Mechanical 

Electrical Bonding of CSST Gas Piping Systems Spring 1 10 Electrical/Plumbing/ Mechanical 

Electrical Vehicle Charging Stations Spring 1 1 Electrical 

Emergency Building Inspection Program: A Timely 
Reminder 

Winter 4 5  

Energy Compliance Support Summer 2 3 Building 

Energy Subcode Blogging Summer 2 6 Building 

Energy Subcode Certificates Summer 2 5 Building 

Energy Subcode Compliance Spring 1 1 Building 

Exterior Decks and Balconies Spring 1 5 Building 

The Flood Hit, Now What? Winter 4 6 Building/Electrical/Plumbing/Fire 
Protection 

Flood Permit Surcharge Fee 8-29-11 Winter 4 6  

Forced Circulation Coil-type/Water-tube Boilers: Low 
Water Cutoff Controls v. Flow Sensing Devices 

Spring 2 7 Plumbing 

Group Home Fire Sprinkler Requirements, Group R or 
Group I Fall 3 1 Building/Fire Protection 

Guards in IRC/2009 Spring 1 10 Building 

Highlights: Lateral Wind Bracing Changes in the 
IRC/2009 Spring 1 5 Building 

Hotels/Motels and the Rehabilitation Subcode Fall 3 10  
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Index to the Construction Code Communicator 2011 (Vol. 23) -continued 

 
Article Edition Issue No. Page Discipline 

Hurricane Irene-related Requests for Emergency 
Assistance Must Go Through County Emergency 
Management Coordinator 

Winter 4 7  

HVAC Smoke Detectors and Detection Systems Signals Summer 2 3 Fire Protection 

IRC Errata Spring 1 7 Building 

Kitchen Remodeling Projects Fall 3 7  

Lateral Deck Connection Fall 3 11 Building 

League of Municipalities’ New Jersey Municipalities 
Magazine Article: When Time is Money, Communicate 
Via E-mail 

Winter 4 9  

License Number for Alarm Contractor is Required! Fall 3 4 Electrical/Fire Protection 

License Renewal for Child Day Care Centers and New 
Certificates of Occupancy 

Summer 2 9 Building 

New Jersey Code Adoptions –Elevator Safety Subcode Summer 2 8 Elevator 

Non-residential Development Fee Moratorium, 8-29-11 
Letter to Construction Officials 

Winter 4 5  

NSPC Public Hearings Spring 1 5 Plumbing 

OPRA, Common Law, and Construction Documents Summer 2 1  

Ordinary Maintenance –Application Spring 1 9  

Ordinary Maintenance –Shower Valves Spring 1 7 Plumbing 

Playground Equipment Fall 3 9  

Private Garages Below Dwelling Units Spring 1 8 Building 

Prototype and Permit Extension Act Spring 1 8  

Read-only Link to National Fire Protection (NFPA) 
Codes and Standards 

Fall 3 4 Building/Electrical/ Plumbing/Fire 
Protection/Mechanical/ Elevator 

Refrigerant –Locking Access Port Caps Fall 3 6 Plumbing/Mechanical 

REScheck Assumptions Fall 3 10 Building/Mechanical 

Residential Clothes Dryer Exhaust Summer 2 10 Building/Fire Protection 

Smoke Alarms and Additions Fall 3 8 Building/Electrical/Fire Protection 

Soil Conservation Prior Approvals for Projects Involving 
Demolition 

Fall 3 2  

STORZ Adaptors and FDCs Spring 1 14 Fire Protection 

Typo in Bulletin 11-1 Spring 1 16  

Useful Links Regarding Code Violations Fall 3 12 Building/Electrical/ Plumbing/Fire 
Protection/Mechanical/ 
Elevator/Barrier Free 

Vapor Retarders Fall 3 8 Building 

Water-powered Sump Pumps –Backflow Preventer Fall 3 5 Plumbing 

The Winter Communicator: A Reminder Winter 4 1  
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In a May 2011 Alert, the Bureau of Code Services provided the following Safety tips: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The DOs of Ride Safety: 
 Do observe each ride before participating – make sure you are comfortable with it 
 Do look for the posted State of New Jersey certificate of operation – this document ensures rides are 

inspected and have passed the stringent safety regulations required by the state 
 Do read and obey all written and verbal warnings and instructions 
 Do observe age, height and weight, and other physical restrictions for each ride 

Before the Ride Begins: 
 Do fasten safety equipment such as a seatbelt, shoulder harness, lap bar or chain 
 Do secure all clothing and personal possessions 
 Do follow instructions of ride operators 

While the Ride is in Motion: 
 Do keep hands, arms, legs and feet inside the ride at all times 

Before Getting off of the Ride: 
 Do keep all safety equipment fastened until the operator instructs you to exit 
 Do stay in the ride until it comes to a complete stop and wait for the operator to tell you to get out 
 Do enter or dismount a ride only in the area instructed by the ride operator 

 
The DON’Ts of Ride Safety 

 Don’t throw any object from an amusement ride or attraction 
 Don’t endanger or injure yourself or others around you on the ride by behaving in a reckless manner 
 Don’t enter any ride that you are uncomfortable with or that your child fears 
 Don’t horseplay around, on or near a ride at any time 
 Don’t enter a ride without the supervision of the ride operator 
 Don’t bring food or drinks on any ride, and don’t smoke 

Child Safety 
 Parents should take several additional safety precautions for their children, especially small children, when 

participating in amusement rides or attractions 

Parents should: 
 Know your child’s capabilities and limitations with regard to whether the ride is appropriate for them 
 Watch the ride in operation before entering to make sure your child can ride it safely 
 Remind your child of Ride Safety ‘Dos’ and ‘Don’s’ 
 Remind your child to stay seated, hold on to safety bars and obey the ride operator’s instructions 
 Designate an easily recognizable place to meet your child after the ride is over 
 Supervise your child at all times 

 
Safety is the most important component of every family outing. New Jersey’s amusement 

parks, fairs, carnivals and attractions are some of the best in the country and are designed 
to entertain every member of your family. So the next time you visit your favorite 

amusement park, fair or carnival, just remember to be “Ready to Ride.” 

Are you ready to Ride? 
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Non-residential Development Fee           continued from left 
Non-residential Development 

Fee Moratorium, 8-29-11 Letter 
to Construction Officials 

 
In a letter dated August 29, 2011, Director Smith 
wrote: 
 
Dear Construction Official: 
 

I am writing to inform you that the collection of 
nonresidential development fees has been 
suspended.  You no longer are required to obtain 
proof of payment or proof of exemption prior to the 
issuance of a certificate of occupancy.  This will be the 
case for any project that receives preliminary or final 
site plan approval before July 1, 2013 and that has a 
building permit before January 1, 2015.   

 
This change came about on August 24, 2011 

when Acting Governor Kim Guadagno signed into law 
P.L. 2011, c.122 which includes an amendment to the 
Statewide Non-residential Development Fee Act (P.L. 
2008, c.46) that suspends the collection of non-
residential development fees and provides a process 
by which developers may claim refunds of non-
residential development fees paid. 

 
Under this law, a developer that has paid a non-

residential development fee subsequent to June 30, 
2010 may claim a refund of the fee provided the fee 
has not been expended by the municipality on 
affordable housing projects and provided the 
provisions of Section 37 of the Statewide Non-
residential Development Fee Act, as amended, do not 
permit the imposition of a fee on the non-residential 
development. 

 
Individuals who believe they are entitled to a 

refund should be directed to request the refund from 
the State or local entity to which the payment was 
made.  If a non-residential development fee was paid 
to the municipality, the request for a refund must be 
submitted to the municipality.  If a non-residential 
development fee was paid to the State, the request for 
a refund must be submitted to the State.  The request 
must be made in writing within 120 days of the law 
being signed and must include a copy of the receipt of 
payment. 

 
Individuals who are seeking refunds from a 

municipality and who have questions about their 
eligibility for refunds should be directed to the local tax 
assessor. 

Individuals seeking refunds from the State may 
submit the requests to: 

 
Department of Community Affairs 
Division of Codes and Standards 
Post Office Box 802 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 
Attn: Non-residential Development Fee Coordinator 
 
              If you have questions about this, please feel 
free to contact my office at (609) 292-7899. 
 
Sincerely,  
    
Edward M. Smith 
Director 
Division of Codes and Standards 

See Non-residential Development Fee –at right 

Emergency Building Inspection 
Program: A Timely Reminder 
 
In an August 2011 Alert the Office of Regulatory Affairs 
reminded licensed code officials: 
 
 There are current indications that a potentially large 
hurricane could make landfall in the State of New 
Jersey sometime on Saturday, August 27 or Sunday, 
August 28. 
 
 It is anticipated there might be a need for licensed 
Uniform Construction Code (UCC) Officials to ensure 
timely re-occupancy of buildings throughout the State. 
 
 Local UCC Enforcing Agencies should be reminded 
to utilize their officials to the greatest extent possible. 
Additionally, existing mutual aid agreements should be 
engaged if local resources are overwhelmed. 
 
 As stated at N.J.A.C. 5:23-4.25, if local and mutual 
aid resources are exhausted, the Division of Codes 
and Standards shall be contacted for additional 
resources. 
 
 If Division resources are necessary, please contact 
Louis Mraw or Carmine Giangeruso of the Division’s 
Office of Regulatory Affairs, at 609-984-7768 or 
609-610-2937. 
 
 A Flooding Hazards instructional pamphlet prepared  

by the Department may be found at: 
http://www.nj.gov/dca/divisions/codes/alerts/pdfs/flood.
pdf.  
 
Please use this as a resource throughout your 
community. 
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Attention New Jersey Licensed 
Code Officials 
 
In an August 25, 2011 Alert the Division of Code and 
Standards advised: 
 
 There are current indications that a potentially large 
hurricane could make landfall in the State of New 
Jersey sometime on Saturday, August 27 or Sunday, 
August 28. 
 
 It is anticipated there might be a need for licensed 
Uniform Construction Code (UCC) Officials to ensure 
timely re-occupancy of buildings throughout the 
State. 
 
 Local UCC Enforcing Agencies should be reminded 
to utilize their officials to the greatest extent possible. 
Additionally, existing mutual aid agreements should 
be engaged if local resources are overwhelmed. 
 
 As stated at N.J.A.C. 5:23-4.25, if local and mutual 
aid resources are exhausted, the Division of Codes 
and Standards shall be contacted for additional 
resources. 

Flood Permits Surcharge Fee 
 
In a letter dated August 29, 2011, Director Smith 
wrote: 
 
Dear Construction Official: 
 
 As you deal with inspections in the wake of 
Hurricane Irene, please be reminded that the 
municipality may waive fees for permits for work 
done as a result of this event.  Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
5:23-4.19(b)5., if the municipality is waiving its fees, 
then the State permit surcharge fee is also waived. 
 
 Should you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact the Office of Regulatory Affairs at (609) 984-
7672. 
 
Sincerely,  
    
Edward M. Smith 
Director 
Division of Codes and Standards 

 The Flood Hit!  
   Now What? 
 
In an article originally published in Summer 2007 but 
posted at the Division’s website in Summer 2011 again as 
a reminder, the Division advised: 
 
 When flooding causes damage throughout your 
community, as a local Uniform Construction Code (UCC) 
enforcement agency, you may be called on to assist in the 
process of returning building occupants safely back into 
their homes or businesses.  UCC enforcement agencies 
should provide property owners with the necessary 
support to evaluate conditions in identified damaged 
buildings. Depending on the extent of damage to the 
building, examples of tasks that your agency might be 
asked to complete are: 

• Assessment by building inspectors of damage to 
foundation walls and inspection for signs of structural 
damage 

• Evaluation by electrical inspectors of the damage to 
the property’s electrical system, including the electrical 
service and whether reconnection can be made by the 
utility provider 

• Evaluation by plumbing inspectors of the condition of 
the property’s piping and fuel service, including 
recommending when it is safe to turn service back on 

• Evaluation by fire-protection inspectors of the status of 
fire-protection systems within buildings 

 
 Completing these tasks may be overwhelming to your 
agency, depending on the extent of flood damage in your 
community.  The Department of Community Affairs, 
Division of Codes and Standards is able to provide 
assistance to local enforcement agencies in helping a 
community complete the above tasks during a disaster. A 
brochure, “Flooding Hazards:  What You Need to Know,” is 
available on the Department’s web site at: 
 
http://www.nj.gov/dca/divisions/codes/alerts/pdfs/flood.pdf 
 
 Please feel free to reach out to me with questions or 
comments.  I can be reached at (609) 292-7898 or 
cgiangeruso@dca.state.nj.us. 
 
Source:  Carmine Giangeruso 
 Division of Codes and Standards 
 Construction Official/Emergency Coordinator 

See Attention Licensed Officials  –page 7 
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Annual Pool Bonding and Ground-
ing Inspections and Backflow 
Preventer Testing 
 
In a March 7, 2011 e-mail message, the Division of Codes 
and Standards advised: 
 
To assist in implementing rules concerning the annual 
bonding and grounding inspection of swimming pools, spas 
and hot tubs, and also the annual testing of backflow 
preventers, the Division of Codes and Standards has 
developed model notices and reminders that may be used 
by municipal Construction Code Enforcement offices when 
advising property owners of expiring Certificates of 
Compliance and inspection and testing requirements. 
 
Both the model Annual Pool/Spa/Hot Tub Inspection Notice 
and the model Annual Testing of Backflow Preventer 
Reminder may be found on the division’s website at: 
www.nj.gov/dca/divisions/codes/official. 
 
If you have any questions concerning the model notice or 
model reminder, or the inspection, testing and certificate 
requirements, please telephone the division’s Code 
Assistance unit at (609) 984-7609. 
 

 
 If Division resources are necessary, please contact 
Louis Mraw or Carmine Giangeruso of the Division’s 
Office of Regulatory Affairs, at 609-984-7768 or 609-610-
2937. 
 
 A Flooding Hazards instructional pamphlet prepared by 
the Department may be found at:  

http://www.nj.gov/dca/divisions/codes/alerts/pdfs/flood.pdf
. 

 Please use this as a resource throughout your 
community. 

Hurricane Irene-related 
Requests for Emergency 

Assistance Must Go Through 
County Emergency 

Management Coordinator 
 
In a letter dated August 26, 2011, Director Smith 
wrote: 
 
Dear Code Officials: 
 
 Yesterday, Governor Christie issued Executive 
Order 73 declaring a state of emergency in 
preparation for the arrival of Hurricane Irene.  As part 
of this Executive Order, the Governor has directed 
that any movement of “public works, fire, police, 
emergency medical or other personnel or equipment 
into any noncontiguous disaster-stricken municipality” 
must be directed through the county emergency 
management coordinator.  In compliance with this 
Executive Order, any and all requests for 
assistance, whether made under the Emergency 
Building Inspection Program (NJAC 5:23-4.25) or 
not, must go through the county emergency 
management coordinator. The county emergency 
management coordinators will be working under the 
direction of the State Director of Emergency 
Management.  The contact information that the 
Department has collected under NJAC 5:23-4.25 will 
be used to identify available inspection resources for 
requests coming through the county emergency 
management coordinators. 
 
 As always, we stand ready to help one another 
respond to emergent situations.  Funneling the 
requests through the county emergency management 
coordinators will enable us to get help where it is 
needed in the event that the damage is widespread. 
 
 Thank you for your anticipated cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Edward M. Smith 
Director 
Division of Codes and Standards 
 

Attention Licensed Officials     continued from page 6 
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In a January 2011 Alert, the Division of Codes and Standards announced: 
 

Announcement: NJ UCC Energy Subcode  
Training Opportunities 
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Energy Code Training           continued from page 8 

 

 

League of Municipalities’ New Jersey Municipalities Magazine 
Article: When Time is Money, 

Communicate Via E-mail 
In a March 15, 2011 e-mail message, the Division of Codes and Standards announced: 
 
 Below please find a link to an article on the use of electronic communications for code enforcement which 
appeared in the March issue of New Jersey Municipalities, the magazine published by the New Jersey League of 
Municipalities.   
 
http://www.njslom.org/magazine/2011-03/pg-26.html 
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