, : Pl -
4/ d ql.:? 54 l_{ 9 You are viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey Stwmm STAT $ %‘ﬁm

RESUME OF ANNUAL REPORT

5 973
_ v —LJ
DIVISION OF THE STATE LIBRARY, ARCHIVES AND HISTOH!' '
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AUG 271965
gat Y e £ foqt At Gudurlspe, 1950_1951 ceeagn ey © Diviston of. 5¢ateé‘-LfBFary
‘ Archives and History

R ARy s oo Gogenl v, et Pirentongs Deg.

. Ome of the :lntimate points ni’ ccntact behreen the State Library
Diviaion and our 1oca1 comunitiea is the work carriad on :I.n assisting t.he .
aehool :Librariea of the state. Govamor Driscol‘.l. has stated that the "nbra:'y
’10_‘ the heart of ’c,he unimrsity. To an ave_r increasing degree this is true of
t.he Vseecqndary school library also. | The _appointmnﬁ of a Schoo_l Library Super-
iﬂaar has made possible the implemsntation of plané long pro;]ected to improve
our secondary and elemantﬁrf gchool libraries. 'I'hrough class visita, by meet-
1nga with e::houl superintendents, halping teachers and olassrocm t.eachers, omr:
Supervisor has been able to assist many schools throughout the State to improva
tha quality of their boock collections and physical facilit.ies; While much hag ‘l
bean nccompliahed much rema:lns to be done, and many schoola in the st&te lack
\“»_.\ library i‘acilities of any kind. To assist these the State Library lmafda ” )
tmva!ing library co].'!.ect-iona ranging from 50 to0 200 books to supplam&nt neagra
"lacal resources and providea ald to school 1ibraries through a matching mnd
' manz'ement. Requests i‘ar retarenca materials beyond the scope of the average
achool librery are forwarded to the Buresu of Librery Services in Trenton and, f
‘ﬂ available s the material is aupplied from the Durenu’s collectionse Whan the
materiala are not avamble in the State Library, every effort is made to
borrow them from other 1i'brariea to relend to the requeating institution.
Problems Gmfronting Public Li’brnries in New Jersey

: A public lihrary becomes truly effective mly when i’o ia adequately
utaffad by highly t.ra.’med professional librarinns and when it haa a good book
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collection and adequate quarters. Of the apprm:imately 300 pu.bl:lc librar-lea in
tnis State a high percent.aga aro so srnall, poorly organized, and inadequatsly
finenced that they are unable to furnish efficient library service to their o
raapectiva ‘commmitios, Hazv of them suffer from lack of profesaional 1eadﬁr-
ship and the short.aga of trained nbrariana in New Jersey appaara to ba a i
gerious problem at the present t.ime. In Ju]y 1950 comissioner Bosahart e
appointed a special comnittee to consider the problem of the profeaaiona:l,
education and tmininz of 1livrarians in ‘Hew Jersey. The comi.ttea suggestu |
that regional libraries be created within the State, that better salary’ scaléa
be provided for profasaioml Ij.brary personnal and that provieion ‘be made for a
progras of gracbmta library achool training in the State. Specii‘ica]_‘ly, the
comaittee mcomends that 2 co-echcahﬂonal gracmate librazy achool 'be establiahed
at Rubgers University, the State University in New Brunswick, It i\u*bher -
.recmenda that & tra:.ning program be instituted consiating 0:[‘ workahops » short

\to undertakes & full academic program The ctmmittee estimates that 1t w-ill
coat approximately $30,000 a year to carry on such & prograan of professional
nbm:y education. It was unanimous in feeling, howaver, thai-. "ﬁhia expanditm
15 highly worthwhile in terms of the poaitlve vaiua which would accrua to tha
1ibrariaa of the State.r e e = ratvia s s ars b o A
Racords Disposal ....EI_..
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,-',I, ~ 50 In 1920 & publie records atatut.e was endcted setting forth certam

-standa.rdu and regulations for contrelling the records of all state oi.'ficos aa d
weli as thoae ‘of counties and mmioipalitiea. Under this m:t, no public record

in Kew Jersey niy be deatruyed withmt the apacific approval or tha Archivaa and
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Hiat.ory Bureau, the succesaor agency o the former Public Record orfice. To |
help State agencies cont.rol their great quantitiea of mcorda » 8 microfilm unit
\ms eatablished in the Bureau oi‘ Archives and History‘ in 19h9. ince then,
mmions of records have heen micmfﬂmed and many additicnal millions deatroyad
wit.hout microi‘ilming after a carai‘ul survey had determined that they were of no
mrther use to the State. One particular phase of this activity deaema specinl
menticn. Early in 1951 Governor Driscoll ordered that a1l esaent.ial state .
:'ecords ba microfilmed ta @:ard againat disaster, whether of a mili’oa:y or civil
mture. An imediate aurvey wag con&uctad by the Burcau of Archives and History
and a series of conferences was held with repreaentativea :i‘rom each executive |

department to eatabliah priorities. For five intenaive months the microfﬂm

unit concent.rated its a.ctivitiea upon photographing those recorda "which wmﬂd

be needed to get us back in bueiness the morning after disaster atnkes.
Payroll records ’ eivil aervice personnel records, pansion recnrds and other |
aim!lar data affecting tha rightn oi“ individuals were placed on microfiln aml
cOpica stored in a sare placs away from the Trenton area. ‘:‘.’hile this epecial '
pro,ject cut s«ari:ms]y inta the nomal activities of 'che nicrofilnm unit the
result more thnn Justified the mtermption of tha mgu.lar program, It is a

'highly satisfnctory feeling for Stat.e officials to know that the basie rocords

af their department Bre microfilnad and placed in permnant safe stcrage.
Archives Building ooded | |

| I becomea mcreasingly apparent that an archives building especially
devoted to tha preservation oi' basic state records is needed in New Jeraey. ‘
Ihis building could bs relatively shall in siza but ahould be nonatruct-ed aither

adJacent tao Lhe State Hauae or 111 the inmediate vicinit:r thereof. The build.ﬂng
/

/ “




f—m

- . You are viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library

x . s e
¥ -l
i

ghould also contain rooms where more important documents could be effectively
displayed in & mamer worthy of the great history end traditicm or the States |
A-simple dignified building a:!mﬂ.ar to the Hall of Records in Maryland or o
Delaware would serve our needa and provide a fitting repository for New Jersey*a
historie yecardBe |, o ' apdptall o meCere nen L 4y 3mm, BAQLECernd

The Buresu of theLmLibrazz ‘ b e it
piorr 1w The Libraryts services to the lerts, the I.egialature and tha Exacut.iva

Department have been measurably increased during the pest yesr with the appoint-
ment of & treined lewyer-librarisn as Head of the Buremu of Law Library. The
appointment of & trained lawyerwlibrarisn as Head of the Law Litrary Buresu has
wrought significant changes in the short apan of twelve months.  Service to the
Courts has been improved, significant research has been performed for same of
ihe nost important committees of the Legislature and close cooperation has been
ﬁmloped between the library and the executive departments. .These improve-
mente, have been made with a staff that is woefully inadequate for the tasks it .
has been assipneds It is not generally realized that, in ;ddition to the . |
research mentioned heretofore the library compiles a detailed up~to-date record
of the proceeding of the Legislature, maintaine e complete file of legislative
T bills end journals, and assists the Court by mefling Court Reports to all members
' o} the Judiciarys . It remains open at all hours when the State legislature is in
‘sessions . This clerical work is voluminous andy since it must be accurately
-par:l.‘ormd; ,}\is time consuming in its very neture.. ... ety 14 le hadping
Adcitons) SEASE Neoded: ., 5.t 5anics i weiibon S L mme o e o
Ano" cne grave defect is in the catalog., Over a period of years the
library has scquired & splendid collection of law books and related meterials,
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perhaps the finest in Yew Jerseys Unfortunately, the catalog of the Law Library
does not adequately reflect these rich resources, A full time cataloger-
tjibliogmpher 4s nceded if our present bocic resources are to be fully exploited
and if the 1ibrary is to keep pace with the tremendous volume of new materials
in the legal ficlde In the legislative reference buresu, also, additional
research apecialist# and clerical, assistants should be prcv:ldad. The library
staff is further handicapped in the performence of its duties by the physical
limitations of the present quarterse. The "monumental” character of the reading
rool makes it inefficlent tc.gdginis'tef and 1t is difficult to re-arrange
furniture in & manner that is made possible when a modular plan is used. It is
suggest.ed that & survey be mode of the present State Library quarters to
detemine‘.ﬁhether a__mofé que{'ﬁ_ a#d.;useﬁ_;l arrangement. can be mades ...

Summary end Recormendations

To sum up, the Library Division has made importent advances in four
separate and distinct areas, Through ite strengthening of the public and school
libraries, the Division has materially assisted the Departmént of Educationt in
its goal of providing the best possible education for sJ.I. the childmn of the

\Stat.e. Thrwgh its work in the field of records admim.stration, it has perfomed

tignifica.ui; gervice In microfilming vital state racords and destruying millions
or bther records to creete needsd space, Through its aervice to the Bench aad
Bar, l't;he Library is helping to improve the quality of briefs submitted to the
Gourtre.' Through its work in providing legislative research, it is helping to
imp;*éve the quality of the legislation being written for the people of the State,
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The following recommendations aré offercd as a means of improving

the State Library's operating efficiency and of assisting all Yew Jersey
libraries by supplying additionsl trained staff end facilities Tor book |
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. Construction of State Archiveland Rec‘cwdaaplldmg; his i teus
- Appointment of State Archivist, . | 3 2 Renoeod LG -
,Additional research staff for Law and Legislative Referectices.

. Architectural survey to explore possibllities of modernizing

. present quarters.
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Establishment of graduate library school at Rutgers University: s

Provision of Iunds.to operate "storage library"e i~ U

State grente-in-aid to promote regional library service, . "

W YInning
(s ’-‘,.,“‘. o

wite Toe eofammae witen sy b Respectfully éubmitted, "¢

st A suppdied Toon 428 Roger He MeDonough -
Dix'ector_, )

1 ;;5,.-’-" N 2
: -y W ¥
. e $ -~
E R
- 8= %
- "
A & & 32
. o ) o # '- x
& 4 » -
¥ Pl e :
- [t ACH g A ~ 4
- e i B
7 -

¥ W K





