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CDC Expands Updated COVID-19 Vaccines to Include
Children Ages 5 Through 11

Media Statement

For Immediate Release: Wednesday, October 12, 2022
Contact: Media Relations
(404) 639-3286

Today, CDC'’s Director Rochelle P. Walensky, M.D., M.P.H., signed a decision memo expanding the use of updated (bivalent) COVID-19
vaccines to children ages 5 through 11 years. This follows the Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) authorization of updated COVID-
19 vaccines from Pfizer-BioNTech for children ages 5 through 11 years, and from Moderna for children and adolescents ages 6
through 17 years.

Updated COVID-19 vaccines add Omicron BA.4 and BA.5 spike protein components to the current vaccine composition, helping to
restore protection that has waned since previous vaccination and targeting recent Omicron variants that are more transmissible and
immune-evading.

FDA's authorization of updated (bivalent) COVID-19 vaccines for this younger age group, and CDC's recommendation for use, are
critical next steps forward in our country’s vaccination program—a program that has helped provide increased protection against
severe COVID-19 disease and death.

HHH#
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES [4

CDC works 24/7 protecting America’s health, safety and security. Whether disease start at home or abroad, are curable or

preventable, chronic or acute, or from human activity or deliberate attack, CDC responds to America’s most pressing health threats.
CDC is headquartered in Atlanta and has experts located throughout the United States and the world.
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