
ROOMING AND BOARDING HOUSES 

5:27-7.4 Outdoor facilities and recreation 

(a) In every boarding house having a lawn, deck or porch 
or other outdoor area suitable for use by residents, sufficient 
chairs shall be available to accommodate as many residents 
as can comfortably be seated there. 

(b) Where feasible in boarding houses, recreational 
equipment suitable for use by the residents shall be provid­
ed. 

(c) Every licensee shall take such action as may be rea­
sonable to encourage the use by residents of recreational 
facilities available in the community. 

As amended, R.1981 d.359, eff. October 8, 1981. 
See: 13 N.J.R. 393(a), 13 N.J.R. 704(c). 

(a): "rooming or" deleted. 
(b): "in boarding houses" added. 

SUBCHAPTER 8. MAINTENANCE OF RECORDS 

5:27-8.1 Resident records 

(a) It shall be the duty of each licensee to maintain an 
orderly file with respect to each resident containing at least 
the following information: 

1. Full name of resident; 

2. Date of birth; 

3. Last previous address; 

4. Name and address of the persons and/or agencies, 
if any, responsible for referring the resident to the room­
ing or boarding house and maintaining contact with him; 

5. Name, address and telephone number of personal 
physician, if any; 

6. Name, address and telephone number of next of 
kin or other person interested in the resident's well-being; 

7. Date of commencement of occupancy; 

8. Last date of occupancy and copy of death certifi­
cate if occupancy was terminated by the resident's death; 

9. Any complaints made by or about the resident, the 
date of such complaint and action taken by the licensee. 

(b) Each resident's file shall contain at least the following 
documents: 

1. Certification issued by a licensed physician, or by a 
licensed nurse practitioner or licensed clinical nurse spe­
cialist legally authorized to issue such certification, as to 
general state of health and any illnesses or disabilities and 
medication required. 

2. Copy of a lease or other occupancy agreement, 
signed by both the licensee and the resident, clearly 

5:27-8.1 

stating the services to be provided by the licensee and the 
charge to the resident for such services, said agreement to 
be witnessed, in the case of a resident at least 62 years of 
age or having any mental or physical disability, by a 
representative of the county welfare board or of any other 
social service agency having responsibility for such resi­
dent; 

3. Acknowledgement by the resident that he or she 
has received a copy of the rules and regulations of the 
rooming or boarding house and agrees to abide by them; 

4. A record of all property of the resident entrusted to 
the licensee, including, in the case of any resident receiv­
ing financial services, a ledger as required pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 5:27-8; 

5. Any other written agreement between the licensee 
and the resident. 

(c) No resident's file shall be made available without the 
resident's consent to any person other than the licensee, the 
resident, or a duly authorized representative of the Bureau, 
the county welfare board or other public agency having 
reasonable cause to have access to the file, all of whom shall 
have access to the file at any reasonable time. 

(d) In a rooming house, a licensee need only maintain the 
items listed in (a)l and 7 above for residents under 62 years 
of age and items listed in (a)l, 2, 5, 6, and 7, and (b)3 above 
for residents 62 years of age or over. 

(e) An owner or operator of a boarding house owned and 
operated under a Class D or E license shall be permitted to 
develop and follow a method that will permit that the 
resident may remain anonymous when it is necessary to do 
so for rehabilitative purposes. 

As amended, R.1981 d.359, eff. October 8, 1981. 
See: 13 N.J.R. 393(a), 13 N.J.R. 704(c). 

(d) added. 
Amended by R.1990 d.274, effective June 4, 1990. 
See: 22 N.J.R. 912(a), 22 N.J.R. 1720(b). 

Anonymity provisions added at (e). 
Amended by R.1995 d.280, effective May 12, 1995. 
See: 27 N.J.R. 1346(a), 27 N.J.R. 2188(a). 
Amended by R.1996 d.165, effective April1, 1996. 
See: 28 N.J.R. 23(a), 28 N.J.R. 1833(b). 

In (b) 1 inserted licensed nurse practitioner and clinical nurse special­
ist. 

Case Notes 

Free exercise right did not support challenge to state statute that was 
not expressly directed to religion. Salvation Army v. Department of 
Community Affairs of State of N.J., C.A.3 (N.J.) 1990, 919 F.2d 183. 

Religious group could claim violation of its right to associate for free 
speech purposes if it could demonstrate that statutory reporting re­
quirements hindered its activity. Salvation Army v. Department of 
Community Affairs of State of N.J., C.A.3 (N.J.) 1990, 919 F.2d 183. 

Group did not have viable establishment clause claim. Salvation 
Army v. Department of Community Affairs of State of N.J., C.A.3 
(N.J.) 1990, 919 F.2d 183. 
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5:27-8.2 

5:27-8.2 Financial records 

(a) Every licensee shall keep orderly and complete rec­
ords of the source and amount of all funds received in 
connection with the operation of each rooming and board­
ing house and the nature and amount of each expenditure 
made in connection therewith. Payments made to or profits 
retained by licensees shall be clearly stated. 

(b) All financial records maintained by any licensee in 
connection with any rooming or boarding house shall be 
made available by the licensee to the Bureau upon request 
of any duly authorized representative of the Bureau. 

5:27-8.3 Additional requirements 

(a) The Bureau, upon determining that records main­
tained by a licensee are disorderly or inadequate in any way, 
or that violations of the act or of these regulations exist 
which have not been terminated within the period of time 
allowed by the Bureau for such termination, may order the 
licensee to maintain such additional records, or maintain the 
records in such manner, as the Bureau may prescribe. 

(b) It shall be the duty of any licensee to whom an order 
is issued pursuant to (a) above to comply with such order 
forthwith. 

Amended by R.1995 d.280, effective May 12, 1995. 
See: 27 N.J.R. 1346(a), 27 N.J.R. 2188(a). 

5:27-8.4 Record retention 

(a) All required financial records shall be retained for a 
period of at least five years from the date of the record. 

(b) All required resident records shall be retained for a 
period of at least five years after the resident ceases to 
reside at the rooming or boarding house. 

(c) The Bureau shall have discretion to allow earlier 
disposal, or require longer retention, of specific records or 
categories of records in specific cases. 

SUBCHAPTER 9. FOOD AND LAUNDRY 
SERVICES 

5:27-9.1 Applicability 

(a) The standards in this subchapter shall apply only to 
boarding houses operated under either a Class B or Class C 
license. 

(b) Neither food services nor laundry services shall be 
provided or offered to be provided in any rooming house 
operated under a Class A license. 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

5:27-9.2 Diet and menu 

(a) Every resident shall be provided with a nutritionally '\ 
adequate diet that is of good quality food, correctly pre- ",J 
pared, attractively and properly served in sufficient quantity 
and in a form and texture that will meet his or her nutrition-
al needs, take into account his or her food preferences and 
be appetizing. 

(b) The daily diet for each resident shall include servings 
from each of the following food groups in an amount that is 
nutritionally adequate in light of the resident's age, weight 
and physical condition: 

1. Milk or milk products; 

2. Vegetables and fruits, including at least one serving 
per day of citrus fruit or juice; 

3. Whole grain, enriched,. fortified or restored bread 
or cereal; 

4. Meat, poultry, fish and eggs. 

(c) Menus shall be prepared on a weekly basis. All menu 
items shall be specifically stated. 

(d) All menu changes and substitutions shall be recorded. 
Records of foods served shall be retained for three weeks 
following the date of service. 

Amended by R.1995 d.280, effective May 12, 1995. 
See: 27 N.J.R. 1346(a), 27 N.J.R. 2188(a). 

5:27-9.3 Food service 

(a) Each resident shall be served at least three well­
balanced and appetizing meals per day on a regular sched­
ule and at reasonable intervals. 

(b) Food and beverages shall be available to residents in 
reasonable quantities for between-meal and evening snacks. 

(c) Any modified diet prescribed by a physician shall be 
conscientiously followed. 

(d) Adequate dishes, utensils and napkins shall be provid­
ed. Salt, pepper and sugar and other condiments shall be 
provided as appropriate and in suitable containers. 

(e) A reasonable amount of time shall be allowed for 
each resident to eat his or her meal. 

Amended by R.1995 d.280, effective May 12, 1995. 
See: 27 N.J.R. 1346(a), 27 N.J.R. 2188(a). 

Case Notes 

Remedy for violation of boarding home standards was not a food 
stamp application by resident therein, but an enforcement proceeding 
by Department of Community Affairs to correct violation. D.W. v. 
Union County, 95 N.J.A.R.2d (DBA) 13. 
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