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The Uniform Construction Code (UCC) requirescodeofficialstoissuea
Temporary Certificate of Occupancy (TCO) when all utilitiesarein place, and the
building, or specified portionsof abuilding, can be occupied without endangering the
hedlth and safety of the occupants(N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.23). ATCOisanadministrative
tool that allowsabuilding to be occupied when the building issubstantially complete
and when the unfinished itemsdo not adversely impact health or safety.

Inthisbulletin, the Department of Community Affairs(DCA) isproviding
direction on theissuance of aTCO by des gnating two categoriesof unfinished work
or unmet prior approvals.

1. thosewhich precludetheissuingof aTCOand
2. thosewhichrequiretheissuingof aTCO

A TCO shall not beissued when any of thefollowing itemsthat are part of
aconstruction project have not yet been provided:
* hedthandlife-safety systems(Note: Required sysemsmust befully
operational and, whererequired, systems must have been tested.)
e sewer or septic system connection
e water supply connection or well certification
» dectricutilitiesconnection
e gasutilitiesconnection
*  NewHomeWarranty issued
*  Roomingand BoardingHomelicense
» Elevation Certificateinflood hazard plain
* whererequired, an access bleroute must be provided; although, the
access bleroute provided under aTCO may betemporary
e emergency vehicleaccess
e Soil Conservation Report of Compliance-- conditiona or fina (see
Bulletin No. 91-2, Compliance with Requirements of the Soil
Erosion and Sediment Control Act)
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A TCO shall beissued, although any of thefollowing itemsthat are part of
acongtruction project areincomplete:

* wherethereisno performance bond, sitework such asparking,
landscaping, drainage, and lighting (Note: Whereunfinished items
arecovered by aperformance bond, a Certificate of Occupancy
(CO) may beissued.)

* anewly ingalled elevator or elevator devicethat hasbeen approved
to operate, but has not been registered withthe DCA (Note: A CO
shall not beissued until the elevator or e evator device hasbeen
registered withthe DCA.)

* Hotel and Multiple Dwelling Certificate of Registration

» forlow- and high-pressure steam and/or hot-water boilerswhenthey
areof aheat input capacity of 40,000 BTU/hr or more serving six
dwelling unitsor more, or other dwellingswith accommodationsfor
25 personsor more, registration issued by the Bureau of Boiler and
Pressure Vessel Compliance

e unpaidnon-UCCfeesor pendties

» unpaid UCCfeesor penaltiesthat are being appeal ed

A TCO must reflect the approximate length of time needed to completethe
work.

» Forwork that iscovered by the permit, the construction official shall
establish thetimeframein consultation with the appropriate subcode
offica(s).

» Forrelated construction work that isnot covered by the permit, the
condruction officia shal establishthetimeframein consultationwith
theagency governing theincompl ete prior approval, asappropriate.

The TCO feemust be established through amunicipd ordinance. TheTCO
feeisnot intended to bearevenue enhancer; it must reflect theadministrative costs of
issuing or renewing aTCO. When the permit applicant choosesto pay thefull CO
feeat thetimeof theinitial issuance of the TCO, there shall beno TCO feefor the
initia issuance. If theTCOisrenewed, aTCO renewal fee may be charged, even
whenthe CO feehasbeen paidinfull.

TheTCO ruleandthisbulletin arebased on the premisethat it isunreasonable
to prevent the occupancy of abuilding when no serious health or safety concerns
exiginthebuilding.
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