
Future of Work

Accelerator

ACCELERATING IDEAS THAT

SUPPORT WORKERS!

The Future of Work Accelerator is a 9-month program that will support

innovations that advance New Jersey’s workers’ health and safety, improve

access to benefits, strengthen training opportunities, and bolster worker voice.

Through the Accelerator, participants will receive custom coaching, curated

connections to national experts, introductions to funders and peers, and the

opportunity to pilot worker-centric programs and practices in New Jersey.

The Accelerator is open to startups, entrepreneurs, non-profits, public sector

institutions and employees, unions, and grassroots organizations from across the

globe that are interested in promoting innovative solutions. See a list of themes

that the Accelerator will address, below.

Perhaps you’ve developed a digital job coach that helps workers identify the best

post-pandemic career opportunities, or a training program that teaches workers

at risk of automation how to code, or an idea to build traction around universal

basic income. Whether the innovation is technology-based or not, the Accelerator

can help take it to the next level.

Learn more about the Accelerator design and structure

ACCELERATOR

COHORT

ANNOUNCED

Learn more about the 20

innovators that have been

selected to participate in the

Future of Work Accelerator.

Meet the Cohort!

SHARE THIS CHALLENGE

Questions regarding the FOW

Accelerator or the application process

itself can be submitted via email to

fow.accelerator@innovation.nj.gov. All

questions and responses will be posted

publicly on the Your Questions page, and

be available to be viewed by all potential

participants.
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WHO SHOULD APPLY 

The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated the economic insecurity of thousands

of families, especially those in low-income communities and communities of

color. At the same time, entrepreneurs, innovators, and policymakers created

long-term support solutions for the most vulnerable workers.

The FOW Accelerator will focus on innovations that address the following themes:

Improving employment opportunities for workers via lifelong learning and

re-skilling initiatives, improved career and/or training guidance, or other

learning and training innovations.

Offering greater economic security and resilience through financial

innovations like portable benefits solutions, crowdfunding initiatives, etc.

Strengthening worker voice, ownership, and power.

Enhancing employer practices ( e.g., workplace safety innovations, hazard

pay, portable benefits)

Improving job opportunities, inclusion, and financial support systems for

disadvantaged groups/demographics (e.g. day laborers, immigrants, the

elderly, rural workers, misclassified workers in the gig economy, minorities,

etc.)

WHAT ARE WE SOLVING FOR? 
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