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CHAPTER60 

AERONAUTICAL INVESTIGATION AND 
ENFORCEMENT 

Authority 
N.J.S.A. 6:1-29, 6:1-44, 27:lA-5 and 27:lA-6. 

Source and Effective Date 
R.2002 d.239, effective June 21, 2002. 

See: 34 N.J.R. 377(a), 34 N.J.R. 2466(a). 

Chapter Expiration Date 
In accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:14B-5.lc, Chapter 60, Aeronautical 

Investigation and Enforcement, expires on December 18, 2007. See: 39 
N.J.R. 2612(a). 

Chapter Historical Note 
Chapter 60, Issuance of Summons and Designation of Peace Officer, 

was adopted and became effective prior to September 1, 1969. 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 60, Issuance of 
Summons and Designation of Peace Officer, was readopted as R.1988 
d.314, effective June 14, 1988. See: 20 N.J.R. 968(a), 20 N.J.R. 
173 l(b). 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 60, Issuance of 
Summons and Designation of Peace Officer, was readopted as R.1993 
d.279, effective May 13, 1993. As a part ofR.1993 d.279, effective June 
7, 1993, Chapter 60 was renamed Issuance of Summons and Designation 
of Law Enforcement Officer. See: 25 N.J.R. 1484(a), 25 N.J.R. 
2505(b). 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 60, Issuance of 
Summons and Designation of Law Enforcement Officer, was readopted 
as R.1997 d.206, effective April 24, 1997. See: 29 N.J.R. 742(a), 29 
N.J.R. 2466(c). 

Chapter 60, Issuance of Summons and Designation of Law Enforce-
ment Officers, was renamed Aeronautical Investigation and Enforcement 
by R.1998 d.221, effective May 4, 1998. As a part of R.1998 d.221, 
effective May 4, 1998, Subchapter 2, Investigation of Aircraft Accidents 
and Incidents, was adopted as new rules. See: 30 N.J.R. 595(a), 30 
N.J.R. 1629(b). 

Chapter 60, Aeronautical Investigation and Enforcement, was re-
adopted as R.2002 d.239, effective June 21, 2002. See: Source and 
Effective Date. 

CHAPTER TABLE OF CONTENTS 

SUBCHAPTERI. ENFORCEMENT 
16:60-1.1 
16:60-1.2 
16:60-1.3 

Scope 
Issuance of summons 
Designation action 

SUBCHAPTER 2. INVESTIGATION OF AIRCRAFT 
ACCIDENTS AND INCIDENTS 

16:60-2.1 
16:60-2.2 
16:60-2.3 

16:60-2.4 
16:60-2.5 

16:60-2.6 
16:60-2.7 

Definitions 
Aircraft accident reporting requirements 
Aircraft incident and forced landing reporting require-

ments 
Notification of next of kin 
Preservation or aircraft wreckage, mail, cargo, and re-

cords 
Statements of witnesses 
Forced landings 

New Jersey State Library 60-1 

APPENDIX A. AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT 
APPENDIX B. STATEMENT OF WITNESS 

SUBCHAPTER 1. ENFORCEMENT 

16:60-1.1 Scope 

16:60-1.3 

This chapter sets forth procedures for the issuance of sum-
mons and complaints and empowers specific additional em-
ployees of the Division of Aeronautics with the authority to 
function as law enforcement officers in compliance with Title 
6 of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated. 

Amended by R.1993 d.279, effective June 7, 1993. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 1484(a), 25 N.J.R. 2505(b). 
Amended by R.1997 d.206, effective May 19, 1997. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 742(a), 29 N.J.R. 2466(c). 

16:60-1.2 Issuance of summons 

Designated law enforcement officers of the Division of 
Aeronautics are hereby vested with the authority to issue a 
complaint and summons for non-compliance with N.J.S.A. 
Title 6 (Aviation) or non-compliance with any of the pro-
visions contained in this chapter. All proceedings shall be 
brought before a Magistrate having jurisdiction in the munic-
ipality in which it is alleged that the violation occurred. Des-
ignated law enforcement officers shall file the complaint and 
issue a summons for any violation ofN.J.S.A. Title 6 (Avia-
tion). The form of complaint and summons used shall be as 
prescribed by the Administrative Director of the Courts pur-
suant to Rule 4:70-3 and Part VII, Rules Governing Practice 
in the Municipal Court. 

Amended by R.1988 d.314, effective July 18, 1988. 
See: 20 N.J.R. 968(a), 20 N.J.R. 173 l(b). 

Substituted "chapter" for "Subtitle". 
Amended by R.1993 d.279, effective June 7, 1993. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 1484(a), 25 N.J.R. 2505(b). 
Amended by R.1997 d.206, effective May 19, 1997. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 742(a), 29 N.J.R. 2466(c). 

16:60-1.3 Designation action 

(a) In addition to the personnel specifically designated as 
law enforcement officers by N.J.S.A. 6:1-29, the employees 
of the Division of Aeronautics assigned to the following posi-
tions are hereby designated as law enforcement officers: 

1. Executive Director, Aeronautics and Freight Sys-
tems; 

2. Deputy Director of Aeronautics; 

3. Chief of Inspection and Aircraft Operations; 

4. Supervisor Aeronautical Inspection Section; 

5. Aeronautical Operations Specialist. 
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16:60-1.3 

(b) Each member designated pursuant to (a) above shall 
comply with the procedures established by the Administrative 
Director of the Courts in the issuance of summons and com-
plaints. 

(c) The Deputy Director of Aeronautics is responsible for 
the accounting, control and distribution of the summons and 
complaint forms. 

(d) No member designated pursuant to (a) above shall be 
authorized to carry or use weapons in the execution of as-
signed responsibilities. Assistance, as required, will be ob-
tained from appropriate State or local law enforcement offi-
cers. 

Amended by R.1983 d.477, effective November 7, 1983. 
See: 15 N.J.R. 1456(a), 15 N.J.R. 1870(c). 
Amended by R.1988 d.314, effective July 18, 1988. 
See: 20 N.J.R. 968(a), 20 N.J.R. 1731(b). 
Amended by R.1993 d.279, effective June 7, 1993. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 1484(a), 25 N.J.R. 2505(b). 
Amended by R.1997 d.206, effective May 19, 1997. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 742(a), 29 N.J.R. 2466(c). 

Inserted new (a)l and recodified existing (a)l through 4 as (a)2 
through 5. 
Amended by R.1998 d.221, effective May 4, 1998. 
See: 30 N.J.R. 595(a), 30 N.J.R. 1629(b). 

In (a)2 and (c), inserted "Deputy" preceding "Director". 

SUBCHAPTER 2. INVESTIGATION OF AIRCRAFT 
ACCIDENTS AND INCIDENTS 

16:60-2.1 Definitions 

The following words and terms, when used in this subchap-
ter, shall have the following meanings, unless the context 
clearly indicates otherwise: 

"Aircraft accident" means an occurrence associated with 
the operation of an aircraft which takes place between the 
time any person boards the aircraft with the intention of flight 
and all such persons have disembarked, and in which any 
person suffers death or serious injury, or in which the aircraft 
receives substantial damage. 

"Fatal injury" means an injury which results in death with-
in 30 days. 

"Incident" means an occurrence other than an accident, as-
sociated with the operation of an aircraft, which affects or 
could affect the safety of operations. All forced landings in 
New Jersey are considered incidents for the purposes of this 
chapter. 

"Operator" means any person who causes or authorizes the 
operation of an aircraft, such as the owner, lessee, or bailee of 
an aircraft. 

"Serious injury" means any injury which: 

DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION 

I. Requires hospitalization for more than 48 hours, 
commencing within seven days from the date the injury 
was received; 

2. Results in a fracture of any bone (except simple 
fractures of fingers, toes, or nose); 

3. Causes severe hemorrhages, nerve, muscle, or ten-
don damage; 

4. Involves any internal organ; or 

5. Involves second or third degree bums, or any burns 
affecting more than five percent of the body surface. 

"Substantial damage" means damage or failure which ad-
versely affects the structural strength, performance, or flight 
characteristics of the aircraft, and which would normally re-
quire major repair or replacement of the affected component. 
Engine failure or damage limited to an engine if only one 
engine fails or is damaged, bent failings or cowling, dented 
skin, small punctured holes in the skin or fabric, ground 
damage to rotor or propeller blades, and damage to landing 
gear, wheels, tires, flaps, engine accessories, brakes, or wing-
tips are not considered "substantial damage" for the purpose 
of this subchapter. 

16:60-2.2 Aircraft accident reporting requirements 

(a) The operator of an aircraft or anyone observing an air-
craft accident or with knowledge that an aircraft accident has 
just occurred, shall immediately notify the New Jersey Divi-
sion of Aeronautics through the New Jersey State Police by 
calling (609) 882-2000. 

(b) The accident notification shall contain the following 
information if known: 

1. The type, nationality, and registration marks of the 
aircraft; 

2. The name of the owner, and the operator of the 
aircraft; 

3. The name of the pilot in command; 

4. The date and time of the accident; 

5. The last point of departure and point of intended 
landing of the aircraft; 

6. The position of the aircraft with reference to some 
easily defined geographical point; 

7. The number of persons aboard, number killed, and 
number seriously injured; 

8. The nature of the accident, weather and aircraft dam-
age, so far as is known; and 

9. A description of any explosives, radioactive materi-
als, or other dangerous articles carried. 
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AERONAUTICAL INVESTIGATIONS 

(c) The pilot or aircraft operator shall complete the New 
Jersey Department of Transportation Form DA-23, "Air• 
craft Accident Report," (see Appendix A. incorporated 
herein by reference) for any accident involving the operation 
of an aircraft which occurs in the State of New Jersey. The 
written report is to be submitted to the Division of Aero-
nautics within 72 hours after the accident. 

16:68-2.3 Aircraft incident and ron:ed landing reporting 
requirements 

(a) The operator of an aircraft involved in an incident 
shall. within 24 hours of the occurrence, notify the New 
Jersey Division of Aeronautics at 609-530-2908 or via fax to 
609-530-4S49. 

(b) The operator of an aircraft involved in a forced 
landing in the State of New Jersey. shall, immediately notify 
the New Jersey Division of Aeronautics through the New 
Jersey State Police at 609-882-2000. 

( c) The incident or forced landing notification shall con-
tain the following information if known: 

1. The type. nationality. and registration marks of the 
aircraft; 

2. The name of the owner, and the operator of the 
aircraft; 

3. The name of the pilot in command; 

4. The date and time of the incident; 

5. The last point of departure and point of intended 
landing of the aircraft; 

6. The position of the aircraft with reference to some 
easily defined geographical point; 

7. The number of persons aboard; and 

8. The nature of the incident or forced landing, weath-
er and aircraft damage, so far as is known. 

( d) The pilot or aircraft operator shall complete the New 
Jersey Department of Transportation Form DA-23, "Air• 
craft Accident Report," (see Appendix A) for any incident 
or forced landing involving the operation of an aircraft 
which occurs in the State of New Jersey. The written report 
is to be submitted to the Division of Aeronautics within 72 
hours after the incident or forced landing. 

16:60-2A NotUleatlon of next of kin 

Names of pilots or passengers who are seriously or fatally 
injured shall not he released until after positive notification 
of next of kin has been accomplished. 

16:60-2.7 

16:68-2.5 Preservation or aircraft wnckap, mall, cargo, 
and records 

(a) The operator of an aircraft, or if the operator is 
incapable, the first law enforcement agent on the scene. is 
responsible for presemna, to the greatest extent p0SSJble, 
any aircraft wreckage. cargo and mail aboard the aircraft, 
and all records pertaining to the operation and maintenance 
of the aircraft and to persons involved in an accident. 

(b) Wreckage shall be disturbed only to the extent neces-
sary: 

1. To remove the person injured or trapped; 

2. To protect the wreckage from further damage; and 

3. To protect the public from injury. 

(c) Where it is necessary to disturb or move aircraft 
wreckage, mail, or cargo. sketches, descriptive notes. and 
photographs shall be made, if possible, of the accident 
scene, induding original position and condition of wreckage. 

( d) The aircraft wreckage shall be released for the period 
of the investigation to the first official that appears on the 
scene from the New Jersey Division of Aeronautics, Federal 
Aviation Administration or the National Transportation 
Safety Board. In the event officials from both State and 
Federal governments are present, the Federal representa-
tives shall take precedence. 

16:68-2.6 Statements of witnesses 

When determined necessary by a law enfon:ement official, 
New Jersey Department of Transportation Form DA-25, 
"Statement of Witness." (see Appendix B, incorporated 
herein by reference) shall be completed by any person or 
persons who observed the actual aircraft accident or inci-
dent, or any events prior to or immediately following said 
accident or incident. 

16:68-2.7 Forced landings 

In the event of a forced landing on other than a licensed 
aeronautical facility, for example, a highway, farm or field, a 
subsequent take-off is not pennitted without the express 
authorization of the Division of Aeronautics which shall 
only be granted after a representative of the Division has 
adjudged the site to be safe for the type of aircraft and pilot 
experience involved. This permission cannot be granted by 
Federal or local officials. This section is nonwaivable re-
gardless of the fact that no aircraft damage was incurred or 
that the malfunction or mishap that caused the forced 
landing has been corrected. 

Supp. 5-4-98 



16:60-2 App. A 

APPENDIX A 
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APPENDIX B 

FonnDA-2S 

NEW JERSEY DEPAllTMENTOP.TRANSPORTA110N 
DIVISIONOFAERONAU'llCS 

fta _________ _ 

Dale----------

I. 1'111:eofAcddeflt ---------------- Dale------- Hour ___ _ 

2. MatcofAilaaft ----------
PAACenfflcllcNo.aadSymbal ____________ _ 

3. Whaail,--name --------------------------------Addnss _________________________________ _ 

4. Occupation ----------- BmploJedby -----------------
S. Wlme waeyou atlhc 1imcoflheaccideat7 ________________________ _ 

6. Tell ia yos own wards Whal ,aa aw llcfolc and at lhc lime .... IKlCidcal CICClmlld. 

Sipl&ure -------------------
(U,e ~.,.of..,fordlt,,,..lflllll nslt'donnl-,, 
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