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MR. PALESE: Mr, Chairman, we have just learned
of the unfortunate death of Mr, Paul Seglie, and I
make a motion that Miss Alilce Seglie be excused,
subject to the call of the Committee.

MRS. SANFORD: I second the motion.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: A motion has been made and
seconded that Miss Seglie be excused, subject to the
Committee's call. All in favor will say "aye”.

(Roll call; unanimously carried.)

- MR. DOHERTY: I might say, as counsel for Miss
Seglie, that when she is required it will not be
necessary to subpoena her again; we will produce her.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Thank you.

MR. MURRAY: I would like to have Supervisor

O'Neill, please.

| ]

-
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JOHN O'NETIL, recalled.

EXAMINATION BY MR. MURRAY:

Q Supervisor, I don't think I asked you what your
salary is as Supervisor of the County of Hudson?

A $12,000 a year, less deductions of fifty per cent.,
and three or four years ago-- less deductions of thirty-two
per ceﬁt. about two years ago, less deductions of twenty-two
per cent. the next year, and less deductions of fifteen per
cent. now.

Q PFifteen. 8o your salary is down as $12,000. That
would be $1,000 a month, practically $250 a week?

A Those deductions are voluntary, you know,

Q The deductions. are voluntary? A, Yes, contributions
to relief.

Q Is there any other salary that you get as an officilal
of Hudson County? A. None whatever.

Q Or the State of New Jersey? A. No, nor anywhere
else. I am a comxnissione:r" otl_'-'ﬁ!'ahway Reformatory for the
last fourteen years.

Q Any 'salary for that? A, No salary.

Q@ Have you an automobile asgigned to you by the County of
[Hudson in your official capacity? A, Yes,

Q ‘And how many chauffeurs have you assigned to you?

A One.

|

Q@ You are sure about that? A, Positive
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Q@ You use the same man night and day? A. No.

Q Well, you have occasion to use a man night and day
at times, don't you? A. Very, very often; almost every
night in the institutions.

Q How do you arrange that? A. By having a man who
works days for the Police Department, whom I employed during

the war period and who seems to like to drive around, he

irives me with no remuneration except what I give him myself,
Q@ From what police department? A. Hudson County.

e 1s not a ﬁoliceman.

Q He 1s not a policeman? | A. No.

Q VWhat is his official capacity? A. He works around
[|in the garage; he does whatever is necessary around there.

| In other words, he 1s on the police department, I don't know
{the title, as laborer or what it is.

|
Q But, 1s there as an employee of the police department

= —

of Hudson County? A, Yes,

eSS

Q ' Do you recollect how much his salary amounts to in a

ar? A, I think it is daily pay. I think it is around--

‘am not sure on this now-- I think it is around $6.75 sr
a day, maybe more, maybe less,
Q ﬁhat do you call that kind of an employee?
Well, I would like to know the title. He may be down
-q driver, he may be down as a laborer, he may be down as

1t11ity man, I can find it out for you.
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Q I don't mean his title as a temporary empleoyee.

A No, he 1is permanent.

or his remuneration is figured by the day? Does that mean
that 1f he 1s off a day he does not get paid? |

A Oh, no. We pay a man if he is off a day.

Doesn't it mean he 1s a temporary employee?

Oh, no, he is a permanent employee.

He is a permanent employee? A, Oh, sure,

O © P O

Do you mean to say when he was employed he was put
down at so much a da& instead of so much a year or month?
A Yes, sure,
Q@ How would an employee of that kind be paid?
A By the day.
Q@ Would he be pald every night? A. No, that would
be voluntarily. If I had him up until two or three o'clock
in the morning going to institutions and so forth, I would
say to him, "Well, now, you don't have to go out so early in
Lhe morning.,"

Q@ You mean he would not hﬁve to go out so early in the
morning to his regular work? A. Right.

@ So when he 1s working for you as an extra -chauffeur,

then he does not, by your directions, if I gnderstand your

work that he is regularly paid to do? A. I didn't say

Q What do you mean, then, by the fact he is a day employee

testimony correctly, he does not have to go in then and do th+
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that.

Q@ Well, T would like to be corrected if you didn't J

say that; that 1s what I understood from your‘testimony. i
A I think I testified if he was working all hours of the

night for me that I would say to him, "Now, you don't need

to hurry out there in the morning. If they say anything,

tell them to call me."

Q@ In other words, if he was out with you at night and
got in late that'night or real early next morning, and he
should have gone to work early next morning, you would say
the natural thing to say, "You are human. Rest in and don't
go out on your regular job," .

A Sure.

|
Q@ 8o when he is your extra chauffeur he is getting paid l

by the County Police,vbut instead of doing the work he is
employed to do he is chauffeuring for you, isn't that the
result of it? A, Jim, you will find many instances of
that kind in Hudson County. If I find in some part of the
jcounty that some man—- vwell, say he has got a cinch and he
isn't doing anything, and I find out a chance for that fellow
to do some work, I would detail him. I don't go much on

ftitle for doing the work.

Q@ In other words, this is tantamount to having two

chauffeurs, except they are not down as your chauffeurs?

A No, that is not true. I have one chauffeur and he

1
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drives me. He is my chauffeur. I am going to be frank with
you. ButvI have sometimes around the county things that I
don't want the world to know, and I trust this fellow
1mplicitly.‘ He has been with me since war days, he worked
for me in the war days in a private capacity in the camps,
and he rendered service. He 1is very faithful., If you ask

him to be there at three o!clock in the morning he would be

there at half-past two, and he would say he was there at |
half;past two because he started out because he was afraid
he might have a tire blow.

Q@ Is this the extra man that you get? A. There is no
extra man at all,

Q Is this the second man? A. This is no second man.

Q Then whom are you talking about when you say that you
have got things that you don't want the whole world to know
hbout and you trust this chauffeur? Which one?

A I trust pim implicitly.
Q VWhich one, the first one or your regular chauffeur?
A I have a perfect right to have a friend of mine, whethe

- |he 1s an employee of Hudson County, to drive my car on a

ssion pertaining to Hudson County. If I want to drive up

o one of the institutions and I say to him, "Now, meet me at
r; hree o'clock, I am going to be so and so," I know nobody

ows where I am going only him; he 1s not telling the world.
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And my other chauffeur might be just the same, but I cannot
work him night and day. .
MR. PALESE: Did you understand the question
he ésked you?
THE WITNESS: Certainly.
MR. PALESE: I did not think you did.
Q Will you tell us who you mean by "him"?
A The name, do you want?
@ No, I don't want the name unless you want to give 1it.
I don't care. I want to find out are you talking about the
ﬁan whom you call your regular chauffeur?
A No, I am not.
Q@ Then you are talking about the other man? A. Yes.

Q@ You are talking about the man whom you said 1s not your

jother chauffeur? A, O0Of course not. It really means I

p [hauffeur but you use him as such, and then you said he is on

~ |[the payroll of the Hudson County Police, 1s that right?

”i&wme and there, as I understand? A. Sure.

A Day-time,
Q@ Day-time? A, Yes,
Q@ And he is the man that you trust to chauffeur you

A

Q@ Of course, that does not mean that you do not trust the

have absolute conflidence in him, and if he was not available

L would call up the Hudson County police station and say,
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"Send up a cop to drive me, I have got to go such and such

a place,"

Q@ Now, how many institutions are there in Hudson County
under your supervision? A, There 1s a hospital for

mental diseases, tubercular--

Q@ Will you give us the heads while you go along or would
you rather answer the heads after? A. What?

Q I am going to ask you who heads thosé 1nst1tutions.

If yoﬁ would rather give them to us-; -
A The hospital of mental diseases, headed, as Warden,

by Arthur Orr, and as Acting Medical Director, Dr. Lynch.

At present I am having Dr. O'Hanlon .of the Medical Center

of Jersey City, making a survey as to what would be best for
the institution, and then try to secure the best man avallable

in America to handle that institution. We go outside, we

o to Philadelphia for O!'Hanlon, ve go to Pennsylvania for
lEonahaﬁ. A question of life we forget politics. Next we
Lill take the penitentiary. Warden ﬁichael Gill. County
Hospital--

Q Is that the Michael Gill that is the political leader
of the Tenth Ward of Jersey City? A, No, he is not,
unfortunately.‘ He lost out. Bill Hefferan, he is the
leader of the Tenth Ward.

Q~ Gill is the former leader? A. Yes, former leader.

Also former city clerk, also former freeholder. <You see,

il
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that 1s not medical so we put politicians 1in there. Then
comes the Hudson County Hospital, General Hospital, Dr.
William J. Monahan, a colonel of the United States Army,
formerly in charge'of the famoum Greenhut Hospital in

New York where I first met him., He 1s a former Pennsylvania
man. Then the Hudson County Tuberculosis Hospital, and
clinics with Dr..B.vS. Pollack as the medical director

and Warden William Burrows as warden. Then what 1s generally
lcalled the "Almshouse," but we call "Home for the Aged,"

with Warden John Carlock in charge.

Q@ Is that the same Carlock-- A. He was the leader of
the Seventh Ward. He was the political leader of the Seventh
(Ward. I don't think there 1s anything wrong about being the
leader of any ward, I think it quite an honor. Then we have
the Hudson County Contagious Disease Hospital, with a separate
poard, but practically-~ 1t 1is in charge of Dr. Keegan and
#133 Cavanaugh, who is practically an all around doctor and
Lurse and everything else,

Q@ Is she a graduate doctor? A. No, graduate nurse.
Q Did I understand you to say she acts as a doctor?

A I didn't say she acts as a doctor, I said she is an
g1l around doctor, nurse, and so forth. That is my opinion.
Q@ What do you mean by that? A. 8he goes out on the

embulance to some place, some little kid is there that needs

rediaal attention, and years of experience, she is an elderly
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woman, she has the experience--
Q She might go out and perform the duties of a doctor? . |
A No. In an emergency I would just as soon have her as
a doctor for a child. I may skip some, If I do, remind me.
Then the Hudson County New Tuberculosis Hospital. Of course,
it is not-- it is just about ready now. I have a meeting

this afternoon at three o'clock following here, if you let

me go, with Dr, O'Hahlon and the other members of the Board,
they are all doctors but me, to prepare for the opening of thﬂ
new three million dollar finest tuberculosis hospital in the
world.

Q@ Where is that located? A. That is located on
Clifton Place, Jersey City. ‘

Q That 1s right in the group of the other hospitals?

A Yes, right next door. And next door to that is the
Margaret Hague Maternity Hospital headed by Dr. Samuel

Cosgrove, as medical director, and Miss Clara Conrad, vho

e took from the famous Lying-In Hospital of New York, to
ead the nursing staff. There has been over 30,000 babies
orn there in the last five years. That is the world's record.
MR. GIULIANO: All Democratic?
THE WITNESS: Now, he says they are all
Democratic.
Q Now, vait.a minute.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Because counsel 1s disorderly,
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there is no reason for you to be.

MR. MURRAY: We are trylng to get some
testimony 1n the record. I will have counsel withdraw
that objection.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: 7You will please answer
Mr. Murray's question.

THE WITNESS: I am not going to be offensive.
I was just golng to say they are not Democratic
untll they get their eyes open.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: That is pretty late.

THE WITNESS: When they are born their eyes
are not.open. As soon as they are born their eyes
open and they become Democrats.,

Q Has Dr. Cosgrove, the supervisor, got any other
nssistants, any medical man? A. Oh, yes,'quite & number,
Q. Has he got what might be termed as a first assistant?
A Many assistants. The theory of that is this: When
%e first talked about that hospital some doctors saild it was
E'closed corporation, so I was one that insisted that a
Lhoctor should bring his own patients there. But then there
#ame the thoughte-

MR. PALESE: Mr. 0'Neil, you understood his
question. He asked you if you had a first assistant.

You want to make a speech in answer to every question.

THE WITNESS: Don't you want an explanation?
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supervision? A. I don't recall. I would be happy to
mention them if you will mention them to me. It is a

question of my memory.

411

MR. PALESE: Did you hear his question?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR, PALESE: Can you answer 1it?

THE WITNESS: I have been answering questions
for years., |

MR, PALESE: He asked you if you had a first
assistant, and you go on making a speech.

THE WITNESS: Théy are not speeches, they are
explanations. We might as well understand each other:
I am not going to answer questions as you or Jim
want them, I am going to answer them as I think they
should be answered.

MR. PALESE: Will you please listen to the
question and see if it requires a speech?

(Question read by stenographer,)

MR. PALESE: You can answer that "yes" or "no."
Does he have what i1s termed as a first assistant?

THE WITNESS: I won't answer that "yes" or
"no." Yes, he has.

Who 1s he? A, I don't recall offhand.,

MR. PALESE: That is the answer,

What other institutions are there over which you have
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Q@ TUnderstand, I am not trying to have you 'slip up on
one. I have not been following them elther.

A There maybe something I don't just recall., There is
an Emergency Hospital. When I went in office it was a
small pox hospital, and I did not see any necessiﬁy for a
small pox hospital, so I made an emergency hospital, and
used it for T.B. patients and others.
| Q@ How many institutions are there, then? Are fhere
six or eight? A. Well, the ones I mentioned.

Q How many do they equal, do you recollect?

A I don't offhand. I could find out.

Q Will you tell us the salaries of the heads of those
institutions? A, I don't recall offhand.

Q Haven't you got any 1dea of what you pay your first men
in those institutions? A, Oh, I have ideas,

Q@ The head doctors. Dr. Cosgrove, forlinstance, Dr.
Pollack, Dr. Monahan, his nurse that is a doctor-and nurse and
everything. A, That can be gotten very easily from the
records. It is detail, in my opinion. I think Monahan is
Lix, I think Pollack 1s eight, and I may not be right. I will
pive you the salaries of every person in Hudson County on
aper, if you wish it.

Q Will you? A. Yes, I will.

Q@ Will you produce here to this Committee the official

list of every employee in every institution in the County of
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Hudson over which you have supervision, that 1s, thelr names
and addresses and the amount of salaries which they get,
whether they are permanent employees or temporary employees?
A Oh, I don't know. I would have to think that over
before saying "yes."

Q@ Then yéu did not mean what you saild, you will produce
the record of all those? A, You are asking me about heads
of institutions, and I said I would produce their names,
salaries,>because I don't want to say-- for instance, I
may say Pollack $8,000. He may only be getting six.

Q Don;t you know or do you know or is it a fact that Dr.
y Follack has had his pay increased here lately?

A Yes, sure.

Q How much of an increase d4id he get? A, I am almost

ure it was $2,000.

Q  |Wasn't it $2sooé A. It might have been. Those are
~ |[detalls.
Q@ Just a detail, $2500 of the taxpayers' money?
A There is a difference of $500. I said "detail." Now,
N was away when that salary was made, and when I came back--
| knew it was going to be made., I was not sure whether 1t

as $2500 or $2,000. I think it should have been more than

Q@ Did you approve of that before you went away?

A Absolutely.

#La
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Q And while you were away was there anybody who would
'have the authority to go ahead and increase it $5007?
A  Why, of course,
Q And, of course, if the Board of Freeholders did that
| you would not disapprove? A. The Board of Freeholders
did not do 1it.

Q@ Who did it? A. The managing-- the Board of

Managers of the Hudson County Tuberculosis Hospital.

Q Who is the Board of Managers of the Hudson County

Hospital under? A, Who are they, do you mean?

Q No, I don't mean who are they. A, What do you
mean, "Who are they under?"

Q Whose control and supervision are they underé

A They are a separate board.

Q Do they make up pheir own budget? A. Yes,

Q Do they pass their own budget? A, No, the freeholders
nﬁss the budget.

Q The freeholders have to approve of their budget?
A Yes,

Q Have you got the power of veto over the budget before

héy submit it to the Board of Freeholders? A. No.

Q Have you got veto power after the Board of Freeholders
pproves it? A, Yes,

Q 8o, ultimately, it comes up to yourself for a say?

A  Absolutely.
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|
Q@ So if it 1s true that you were away, they would not
have the power finally to do it without your say?

A Oh, yes. The Board would meet and the Board would

pass a resoiution raising the salary. Then they would send
that down tothe Board of Freeholders, and 1f the Board of
Freeholders approved, then it would come to me and I would
elther veto 1t or approve it.

' Q@ That is what I say. 8o they would not have the ‘
power to do it until they submit it to “you for your veto
or your "yes" on i1t? A. They would have power to do 1it,
but after they d4id it I would have power to veto it if I
saw fit.

Q@ They would have power to do all you related they would ;
do before they submitted to you, but what I would like to
clear up 1s this, would they have power to do all that and
then appropriate and have the money paid without you having
2 say on-it? ®Yes" or "no." A, I would rather answer
that the same as I have answered 1it,

Q@ I don't mean answer it "yes" or "no.” The question
is, would they or would they not have the power to do it
jwithout your saying something on 1t?

A Yes. By the way, I take full responsibility. I am a

member also of this beard that raised the salary., I am a

iember of the Board of Managers of the Hudson County Tuberculoiis

I

Society.
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Q@ But you did not answer the question. Would you mind
repeating 1t? (Previous question read by stenographer,)
A Sure, I would have the power of vetoing it.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: The question was answered;

he sald he would have the power of veto.

Q I didn't ask ydu if you would have the power, I asked
you-~- 1f I didn't, I’meant to=- would the Board of Freeholde
and the Board of Managers of this particular institution have
the power to pass a resolution raising the pay and then go
and get the money appropriated and pay that increase'and ray
it to that particular doctor, Dr, Pollack, without first
having that to come up to you as Supervisor of the County of
Hudson to say "yes" or "no" that that increase is all right?
A The money was appropriated practically a year before,
Q Before you said anything? A. A year before this
ralse the money for the tubercuiosis institution was
appropriated--
Q I didn't ask you that, Supervisor. I think I put
that question two or three ways, and I think it is clear to
you in any one of the three ways.
A If 1t vas clear to me I would answer 1it.

MR. PALESE: Did you or did you not approve

this additional $5007
THE WITNESS: I certainly did.

MR. PALESE: When? After it had been paid or

: 8 |

s
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before it was pald? |
THE WITNESS: Both before and after. He 1s
the most outstanding man in the world on tuberculosis.
Q Didn?t you say you didn't know whether it was $2,000
or $2500, that you went away --
A Mr, Murray, I don't know those things. They can
happen.

Q Then you figure $500 of the taxpayers! money 1s a

little thing, is that right? A, According to how it 1s
used. | i
' get |

Q Well, in this case, - How much does Dr, Pollack,with |
this increase of $2500? A, I think it was eight. It might be
$7500. ’

Q Let us assume it 1is $7,000 or $7,500 or $8,000.
étween seven and eight, A. All right.

Q@ And it is an increase to a man that 1s getting sven
 -$¢ eight thousand dollarslalready a year, and then you don't

know whether it is $2,000 or $2,500, the $500 is just a little

':ketail of the taxpayers! money going to a man getting that?

A I don't mean the $500 is just a little detail. $500
:”_hrown away 1s a terrible thing; $500 used to alleviate pain
gnd suffering and so forth is not so much.

8o you don't know whether it was $2,500 or $2,000?

Q
A I could find out for you in a minute,
Q

Now, you saild that you would submit to this Committee a

|
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list of the names and addresses and titles and the salaries

of the heads and thelr assistants of all the county in-
stitutions of Hudson under your supervision?

A If yoﬁ mean laborers and SO On ==

Q .No, I mean what you would call "assistants"?

A Of course, you can get that. It is a public record.

Q@ Public records? A. Sure.

Q All right. Have you got charge of those cops that are
at the vault over there in Jersey City?

A What do you mean, have I got charge of them?

Q You testified yesterday these men were detalled by you

to that vault on the seventh floor of the Arcade Bullding,

Jersey Clty? A. Sure.
Q And inside that vault you know there are public recordsL
right? A, I don't know what 1s inside the vault.

Q You assume to know, don't you? A, T assume --

I know I have been told there are ballot boxes in there.

Q That 1s public property, isntt it? A. I want to
correct sbmething -

Q Public property, isn't it? Aren't the ballot boxes
public propertyf A. Sure. !
Q@ Aren't the poll books public property?

A There 1s a question about that.

Q Aren't they public records? A. Public records, yes.
Q

The same as the other list we were talking about, the




John F, 0!Neil

» " 1
=t

L S—

419,

list of the heads of the institutions, and so forth --

A No,

Q Just a moment.. Pleasé answer the question.

A VWhat is the question?

Q@ You just listen and you will get the question. I
ask you, wefen't the poll books public property and public
records, 1if noﬁ public property?

A Publié.property, yes.

Q@ You think they are public property? A, Public
records,
Q Do you think they are public records? A. Yes.
Q@ Do you think it is public propeftyf A. Of course,
it 1s public propertyi
Q Then the poll books are public property and public
records, right? ~ A, I think so.
Q Am I right to assume that 1t is your opinion that
pUbiic records should be there for the public?
A Yes, a good many of them,
Q Not all of them? A, Poll books, I don't see what
fright everybody in the county has got --
Q I didn't ask you that, although I will leave it in the
uecord. You dbn‘t think what?
(Answer read by stenographer.)

A We will stop at that.”

Q Some things you don't 1like to go in the record, is that

}
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it? A. Jim, I don't care. Anything I say can go in any

record, whether it is wrong or right.

Q@ Will you complete that sentence? A. Just sleep on

that.

MR. PALESE: Why do you think the public should
not have the opportunity of examining poll books?

THE WITNESS: I don't see why hundreds and
thousands of the public of Hudson County should be
éble to go in a place and look over the poll books.

MR. PALESE: Why should a thousand people look
at the salaries that are being paid? They are
public records. Why should citizens be permitted to
look at those records?

THE WITNESS: They don't look at them.

MR. PALESE: You say they should have an
opportunity of examining those records that show the
salaries that are paid. 7You say that should be
permitted?

THE WITNESS: I have no objection.

MR. PALESE: Why shouldn't the public be
permitted to examine and look at the poll books that
wvere used in any election?

THE WITNESS: Personally, I would have no

objection to 1it.

MR. PALESE: You just said --
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THE WITNESS: He asked me sﬁould they do 1it.

MR. PALESE: You sald you did not think every
person should have the right to look at the poll books,

THE WITNESS: No, I don't think a hundred
thousand people should have the right to crowd 1n a
place to look over the books.

MR. PALESE: Do you think five citlizens of the

' 8tate of New Jersey should have that right?

THE WITNESS: I have no objection.

MR. PALESE: Then why did you give an order the
other day to prohibit five citlzens of the State of
New Jersey from getting near this vault?

THE WITNESS: No such order was ever giyen.
May I ask what your name 1s?

MR. PALESE: Rocco Palese,

THE WITNESS: Mr, Palese, no such order was
ever given,

Q@ By whom wasn!t it given? Who are you talking for?

A He asked me did I give such an order to the police,
and I said no such order was ever gilven.

Q@ You just gave the opinion just now that you don't

think that -- I forget the number of thousands of people,

[but let us take Hudson County, for instance, you don't

fithink any two hundred thousand or more people should have the

'g ight to look at the poll books, is that right?
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A You said my opinion. This Compittee don't care about
my opinion.
Q@ What do they care about? A, What do they care about?
I cannot exeﬁcise their will, I don't know.
Q I am not‘asking you to talk for anybody but yourself,
You will have enough to do that.
A Especially when you have three eminent counsel and
the Committee --
Q But they will only go one by one in asking qQuestions,
A That is fine.
(The following qQuestion and answer was read
by the stenographer: %You just gave the opinion
just now that you don't think that -~ I forget the
number of thousands of people, but let us take
Hudson County, for insténce, you don't think any
tﬁo hundred thousand or more people should have the
right to look at the poll books, 1s that right?
. ®answers: You said my opinion. This Committee
don't care about my opinion.")
Q@ Do you think they should have the right to look at the

|poll books? A, Personally, I don't.

Q All right. A, Wait a minute.

Q That is all I wanted. I want to ask you another

" [duestion. Do you know what the poll books” are? A. I have

a general idea, the same as yourself. }
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Q@ O0.K. Then what is your idea of what happens on the
poll books when a voter -- when these two hundred thousand
people that we are talking of in Hudson County, what happens
when each and everyone of those goes in to vote on Election
Day? What happens in reference to what they do in the poll
books? A. You mean do they sign thelir name? Is that
vhat you mean?
Q Yes. A, You know that.
Q@ Then you do know that eéch and every voter signs
or is supposed to sign their name 1# the poll books? i
A No. Sometimes tﬁey make thelr mark if they cannot
write.

Q@ That is their signature, isn't it? A. No.

Q That is taken in the law as their signature?

A VWell, if you say it 1is.

Q Suppose if they cannot write their name and they write
thelr mark? A, What about 1it?

Q You know that that must be done under the law, right?

A Sure.

Q@ By each and everyone of_those two hundred thousand
that you say you don't think £hey should have the right to
look at the poll books? A, I didnt't say they should have

the right to look at the poll books. I said my opinion.

Q@ You said your opinion they should not be permitted to

i,ﬁook at the poll books? A, Innmy opinioﬁ it would be almosf
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impossible to crowd --

Q I am not asking you to crowd two hundred thousand
people into a cuspidor. A. Phat do you mean?

MR, PALESE: ﬁe want you to tell the truth.

THE WITNESS: I never told anything but the
truth. If he tells me what he wants to saj I will
say it is the truth.

Q@ You just answer the question. I don't want to
answer my own questions, A, I‘haven't any objection to
answering any question if I can.

Q@ You know what poil books are? A. I have a general
idea.

Q@ You just testified that ydu know that the voter:
has got to put hié signature or what 1s the equivalent or
taken as his signgture, a mark in the book, when he goes in
to vote, right? A, Yeé..

Q@ Then do you know what happens after the election day
terminates? What happens to those poll books?

A I don't, It i1s a long time since I had anything to
do with poll books. Generally, I think they are delivered

to the Commissioner of Registrations. I only think that,

rhen I was an election officer in the long, long ago, we
had to put them right in the box with the votes.

Q Well, one time I believe that they had to be put in

_fhe ballot boxes, probably when you and I were on, and they
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had to go back to the Commissioner of Regilstrations?

A No, they didn't go to the Commissioner of Registrations
thexn.

Q@ But they do today? A. I don't know. I don't pay
much attention -- V |

Q@ All you pay attention to is to see that the public
don't look at them? A. That i1s not true.

Q But after all, you do know what they are and they
do go back to the Commissioner of Registrations?

A I dont't know, I don!'t pay much attention.

Q@ You don't have to know; I am making that statement for
your information. A, I don't pay any attention to the
Commissioner of Registrations. I only pay attention to that
tremendous budget in Hudson County.

Q ©Now we understand each other, that you know what

poll books are and you know what is done on Election Day
by each and every one of tﬁose two hundred thousand voters?
A I haven't paid much attention to elections in a number
of years.
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Please answer the question.
THE WITNESS: I said I haven't--
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: 8Say "yes" or "no."

I Q When you go in to vote on Election Day, do you write

your name in the poll book ? A, Oh, sure,
I : _

Q@ Then you don't have to do anything different than every
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other voter in that respect, do you?

A No.

Q Then every other voter has got to put his name in
the poll book.before they give him a ballot?

A I presume so., The only time --

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: If you presume so you have
answered the question. Please let it lie at that.

THE WITNESS: Then I cannot answer the
questions he 1is going to ask. ' -

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You have not heard him yet.

Q@ Then when the day terminates those poll books go back
and'they get into the possession of the Commissioner of
Reg;strations? A, I don't know.

Q@ Well, I am telling you, I am not asking you a qQuestion
now. A, I don't know.

Q@ And those records, those poll books, are now in the
possession of the Commissioner of Reglstrations?

A I don't know.
Q@ In Jersey City? A. I don't know.

Q@ In the Spingarn-Arcade Building? A. I don't

Q@ Well, assuming that those poll books that were used
iin the last election, in which you testified that each and

every voter that voted or would vote at the election would




| John F. O0'Neil ko,

have to write their name in --

A I didn't so testify. I testified I wrote my name,

Q And that every other voter, you presumed, would have
to do the saﬁe thing, is that right? A. That is a
presumption.

Q@ VWe are assuming, I said, and it may be a true
assumption -- A, It may be. I don't think they would
discriminate against me and make me sign my name and let
others go.

Q@ With that understanding that these two hundred thousand
people have their signatures in those poll books -~

A More than that.

Q@ (Continuing)-- Don't you think that anyone of those
people, those people who ment down and registered, had the
iright to vote butnwho did not voﬁe, and wvho did not mark
their names in those poll books, don't you think each and
every one of those should have the right to go and look'at
those poll books? A, Of course. -

Q@ Of course. Sure. A, As long as they would not
all come at the same time. ;

Q@ Do you think that you or the Hudson County Police

or the Boulevard Police have any right to stand guard over

a door to a vault within which those books are contained

d keep out and prevent a legally constituted committee of

|

he House of Assembly of the State of New Jersey from getting
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those? A. You mean =--

Q I mean just what I ask. A, You mean where these
so-called books and ballot boxes areé

Q I didh't ask you about ballot boxes. A. I am asking
you.

Q You are not supposed to ask me. If you want the
queétion, we will have the question read to you.

A . Any fair tribunal will allow a fair question any time.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: That is a fair question.

THE WITNESS: Do you mean the vault where thesé
so-called books and ballot boxes are owned in my
county?

Q Not éwned by your county. A. Yes, owned by my
county.

Q@ What 1s owned by your countyé A. The ballot boxes,

Q What elseé A. The ballot boxes.

Q Who paid for them? A. Hudson County.

Q Who is Hudson County? A. You know what Hudson
County is. ‘

Q@ Who is Hudson County? A. Hudson County -=-

Q@ Are you Hudson County? A, No, of course not.
Neither are you.

Q@ Is Frank Hague? A, He is a very powerful --

Q@ Is he Hudson County? A, He 1s a very poverful --

Q Is he Hudson County? A, Do you think he 1s?

e
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Q@ Is he Hudson Countyé A. Do you think he 1s?

Q@ No. These books thgt we will get will prove he is
not. Why don't you take &our police away --

A Why not let a fellow who isn't here alone?

Q VWhy isn't he here? A, Because he 1s not under
subpoena, that 1s why he is not here.

Q Will he accept one? A. I don't know., I suppose
he will,

Q@ You don't know? A, No, I don't know what he will
do.

Q All right, if you don't know. He 1s not here,

A You ought to know what he does and does not do.

Q@ Yes, he runs out. A, He never ran out on ;nything.

Q@ We will serve him if you see he will accept one.

We will serve him -- A, Will I see he will get one?
You will serve him?

Q@ You see he will accept one. A, If you want to
serve him and give me the subpoena and my expenses to wherever
he is, I will go and serve it,

Q@ Maybe you won't come back either? A, Jim, maybe

I won't come back.

Q Nice 'weather down there. That 1s not answering the

jquestion. A, If not me, send one of the members of your

FCommittee; it is a nice trip.
Q Answer the Question. A. What 1s the question?
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MR, PALESE: What the Committee ought to do.
Q If you will appropriate in your budget for this whole
Committee maybe we will go down and take his testimony.
A We afe very careful on appropriétions except for
legitimate purposes,
MR. PALESE: He has not answered that question.
Q ' (The following question was read by the stenographer:
that you
"Do you think,or the Hudson County Police or the Boulevard
Police have any right to stan@ guard over a door to a vault
! within which those books aré contained and keep out and
prevent a legally constituted Committee of the House of
Assembly of the State of New Jersey from getting thoseé)
MR, PALESE: There is nothing there about
ballot boxes.
A My answer will depend on ballot boxes., My answer will
depend on whether ballot boxes are in there or not.
| CHAIRMAN YOUNG: What is your answeré
THE WITNESS: I asked him a question. I said
does he mean a vault where Fhere are certain books
he is talking about.
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: I think you can answer the
question without asking questions.
THE ﬁITNESS: I wvant to know what vault he means
I want to locate that vault. I want to find out if

there are ballot boxes there. It is verjimportant; I




John F. 0'Nell 431

will show you that later.
Q@ How many vaults have you got in there?
A I don't know, I vés never in the place in my life.
Q Have jou got vaults any place else that you.keep
records and ballot boxesé A. I don't know anything about
election machinefy. That 1s Republican in Hudson County,
both branches of it. We have nothing to do with the
election machinery in Hudson County.
Q Do you know a party by the names of James Toohey?
A Yes,
Q@ Where 1s he located? A. He is below in the corner
with a light suit.
Q Not physically; 1s he an official of Hudson County?
A T don't know,
Q@ Do you mean to tell me that you are sworn to tell the
truth? A, Yes, I am,

Q@ And you ansvwer that question the way =--

A Yes.

Q@ You continue to answer it that you don't know --

A I don't know what?

Q@ That you don't know what position of how James Toohey

is employed? A. I don't positively know any of the Stoebling

fmployees. :
Q And you tell me you tell the truth? A. Absolutely.

| : f R
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Q Now, you answer my qQuestion: Do you know James Toohey?

A Yes, very well.

Q Do you see him in this room? A. Yes, I do.
MR. MURRAY: Will James Toohey stand up?
(A gentleman arose in the body of the courtroom.

Is that the James Toohey you refer to?

Yes.,

That is the James Toohey I am referring to. A, Yes,

O oo P o

Do you mean to tell me you consider yourself a truthfu%
man? A. I do.
Q@ Now, I will ask you this question -- A. Go ahead.

Q vDo~you know whether or not this James Toohey is a

Democrat or Republican? A, A Democrat. I don't know --
I think so.

Q@ All right, you think so. Now, I ask you another
question -~ A, Yes.

Q@ Do you know where James Toohey 1s employedé

A Certainly, I do. |

Q You are changing 1t? A, No, and I ask you =--

Q@ Now you are goihg to tell the truth. A, Once in a
while I do tell the truth.

Q@ That is fine, Then do you know where he is employed?

i I think he is employed by Stoebling.‘

Q Don't you know he is employed -=- A. TUnless he got

| ruﬁcharged.
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Q@ Do you think he became a Republican since he became
an employee of Mr. Stoebling? A. Some of them do.

Q I am not asking you what some of them do, I am asking
you, d4id he? A, -I haven't the slightest idea.

Q Do you think he didé A. Well, knowing him as I did
in years gone by, I don't think he would change his politics
for a job.

Q@ You still think he is a Democratf A, He might have
told Stoebling he was going to be a Republican.

Q I am not asking you what he might have told them, I
am asking you what you think, Mr. O'Neii?

A What does what I think make any difference?

Q It may not make any difference. A, Of course it
don't.

Q It may or may not. At least there is one good
Demoérat that is right up in the same office,

A I think there is more than one.

Q I think so, too. Are there any Democratic counsel
that you know of employed by Mr. Stoebling?

A I don't know offhand, but will be glad to say there is
if you mention it.

Q@ Do you know a lawyer in Jersey City by the name of

yohn Meehan? A. Yes, I do.

Q@ Do you know whether or not John Meehan is employed as
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counsel in the office of the Commissioner of Registrations
of Hudson County? A. I don't know.

Q@ By Mr, Stoebling? A. I don't know, but I believe
Commissioner Stoebling did appoint him. I am not sure,
but I believe so.

Q You have some knowledge -- A. General knowledge.
I might have read it in the newspaper.

Q Is that all you know? A. That 1is all I know.
John Meehan 1s a Democrat, isn't he?

I think so.

You think so? A. Yes, sure,

B & ' D

Has John Meehan got a brother a lawyer, that you know
of, by the name of Thomas Meehan? A. I think he has more
than one.-

Q@ I am talking about a lawyer. I believe he has &
brother a doctor, too. A. Yes, I think so.

Q@ Do you know both of them? A: 1 4o,

Q@ Is the brother Thpmas Meehan, the lawyer --

A Assistant County Counseltvone of the assistants.,

Q@ SBo one of the brothers 1s there as County Counsel to
iwﬂhdson County, and the brother John is in this Republican
bureau as counsel? A, Yes., I think the doctor has got
an office of his own.

Q@ Has the doctor got a county office? A. I don't
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Q Now, to get back to the answer on that qQuestion.

A VWhat is the question?

Q (The following qQuestion was read by the stenographer:
"Do you think that you or the Hudson County Police or the
Boulevard Police have any right to stand guard over a door
tp a vault within which those books are contained and keep
out and prevent a legally constituted Committee of the House
of Assembly of the State of New Jersey from getting those?)

A VWhat else? Do you mean a vault where the so~called
books are contained and ballot boxes owned by Hudson County?

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Oh, no. You cannot amend
the question. Answer the question as 1t was read.

Q (The following question was read by the stenographeri
"Do you think that you or the Hudson County Police or the
Boulevard Police have any right to stand guard over a door
to a vault within which those books are contained and keep
out and pre#ent a legally constituted Conmittee of the House
of Assembly of the State of New Jersey from getting those?")

A Are you going to allow me to amend this?

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: No, sir,

Q (The following question was read by the stenographer:

“Do you think that you or the Hudson County Police or the
oulevard Police have any right to stand guard over a door

to a vault within which those books are contained and keep out

lend prevent a legally constituted Committee of the House
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of Assembly of the State of New Jersey from getting those?")
A Yes, if ballot boxes owned by Hudson County are in
there and the County Counsel assures me that I would have
that right, the answer is "yes.,"
Q Assuming, to please you, that there are ballot boxes

in there, 1s there any reason why you should not order the

Hudson County Police and the Hudson County Boulevard Police
ffom permitting that door to be opened by the Assembly or
for the Assembly Committee to take from within the poll
books therein contained? = A. Counsellor, that vault or
vhatever you talk about, 1s not in my possession and never
was.

Q I am not asking you that, Supervisor; I am asking and
talking about the police that you testified are there with
your consent and at your instructions and that you, as the
chief executive power .officer of the County of Hudson

put there, A. Yes,

Q@ And you claim you have the power to put there. You
P lhad the power to put there, you have the power to take awayé
® Yes.

Q@ What you haven't got you cannot give? A. The

lquestions are too long.
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Did he say he had the power

to take the police away?

i THE WITNESS: Yes.
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CHAIRMAN YOUNG: I don't know whether the
stenographér got 1it. Have you the power --

THE WITNESS: Well, if I didn't say it, I will
say 1it.

(Portion of testimony read by stenographer.)

Q The answer was "yes." A. The last word was "yes."
The "yes™ was not the ansver.
(The following portion of the testimony was
'read by the stenographer:
. "CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Did he say he had the power
to take the police away?
"THE WITNESS: Yes.
"CHAIRMAN YOUNG: I don't know whether the
stenographer got it. Have you the power --
"THE WITNESS: Well, if I didn't say it, I
will say it.") |
Q@ Then you have'got the power to remove the armed police

. |[who are now on guard at that vault on the seventh floor of

Ithe Spingam Arcade Buiiding in Jersey City. You have the

" lpower to remove them, is that so?

A The armed police?

Q Yes. A. They also have badges, metal badges. Did
'gau ever meet any police that were not armed?

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Answer the question.

THE WITNESS: You, as a falr Chairman, don't havr
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Q

that vault, 1s that so, Supervisor?

they were not armed I would fire them,

that has a2 pin in 1it.

1s if there are armed police at that vault at your

O'Neil 438,

to put that word "armed" as if they were hoodlums.
MRS. SANFORD: They were armed the other day.

THE WITNESS: Of course, they were armed. If I

find one not armed I will fire him,
Then they are right under your supervision armed at

A, If I met them and

I didn't ask you if you met them. A. The badge, too

That could be a weapon if pulled out.

You like them to use the pins, too?

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Answer the question.

THE WITNESS: He can talk to me just the same

as you do.

. CHAIRMAN YOUNG: After all that, the question

direction now?

THE WITNESS: The law compels the police to be

armed.
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: I didn't ask that and Mr.
Murfay didn't ask that. Are there armed police at

that vault now at your direction?

I

THE WITNESS: I don't know, but I think so.

never was there.

Assuming they are there -- A. The ballot boxes =-

They are there at your direction, right? A. At the
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request of the Hudson County -=-

Q@ With your permission and your authority?

A Please. At the request of the Hudson County Board
of Elections.

Q@ We had all that yesterday. -~ A, But you had something
else yesterday that was not true.

Q@ Was 1t your téstimony that was not true?

A No, one of your counsel's statements that were not

Q@ You don't need to worry about that.
A Backed by the Revised Statutes, Why don't you ask
me what I mean?

Q@ Just your own testimony. A. Why don't you ask me
wvhat I mean?

Q I will ask you tonight. That is something private
what you mean. We want public --

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Please stop.

THE WITNESS: Where are you going to meet me

tonight?
Q I will answer you. I will meet you in any place and
ou will have your armed policemen and I won't be armed.
A  Where are you going to meet me tonight?
Q Please answer these questions,

A I won't shoot, either, Look over your index when you

et a chance,
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Q Please answver these questions. Are the police, the
Ia.rmed police of the Hudson County force and the Hudson
[ County Boulevard still standing guard there at that vault
on the sevenﬁh floor of the Spingarn-Arcade Bullding --

| A I don't know, but I believe so.

Q If they are there they are with your consent, right?

A Sure. ‘ :

Q@ And you have the power to remove them, right?

A I think so,

Q And‘they are there preventing this Committee con-
stituted by the House of Xssembly of the State of New Jersey,
preventing them from getting into that vault?

A I wouldn't say that. |

Q To obtain the poll books? A. I wouldn't say that.

Q Well, we are telling you that is so. A, The mere
fact you state it does not put it in my mouth it 1is so.

Q Do you believe your own inspectors of police of the
Boulevard Police? A, Sure, I do, wvhen they tell the truth.

Q Do you belleve your own lieutenants when they swear

under oath? A, Sure,

Q Didn't you hear Inspector Neary yesterday testify here

that he was on guard at that vault and that the Sergeant-at-

B
arms of the House of Assembly of the State of New Jersey,

der instructions and authority given to him by a resolution

the House of Assembly, that he Prevented them from getting
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to the inside of that vault?
CHATIRMAN YOUNG: Will you answer aloud so the
stenographer can hear you.

VWhere there was located these books and ballot boxes,

I would say yes.

Then you do know that your policemen prevented this

Committee from getting what they have the authoerity under
fhat resolution to get? A, From getting what you assume

they have authority to get.

Under that resolution they have the authority?
You assume that.
You can differ with them on that. A. Not me. I
a lawvyer,

CHATRMAN YOUNG: We will find out whether we
have got authorit?i:zdnesday night, and so will Mr.
0'Neil.

THE WITNESS: That 1is all right with me, as

long as you got a legal right.

Do you believe in legal rights? A. Absolutely.
Do you believe in doing everything within the law?
Absolutely.

Then your testimony of yesterday was not true, that

- fyou believe in going outside the law? A. Oh, if you want t

;ge technical on some things, I will repeat 1it, if it does you
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Q@ Just answer the question. A. That seems to be
wvhat you are fishing for.
Q@ We are not fishing for anything. A. You want me to
say I don't believe in law. You want another headline.
I don't believe in that stuff.
Q@ You don't believe in the law? A. I don't believe ir

fthat stuff. You want another headline about my not believing

| the law,

Q I think it is John O'Neil, Supervisor of the County

of Hudson, who wants the headline.

A I would love to have five minutes without interruption
on that one very thing that you referred to.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You are here this morning,
aren't you?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You were here yesterday?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: In response to a subpoena?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Why did you honor that
subpoena if you believe this Committee had no authority
to subpoena you.

THE WITNESS: No, I know yoﬁ have,

Q@ You admit that? A. I met your Committees before,
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but 1t was a Benate commibtes last time.

Q Well, you know, Supervisor, that your police, the
police under your supervision and authority, prevented this
Committee from carrying out the mandates given out by the
House of Assembly to get those poll books which are inside
that vault? A, I wouldn't say that. You will have to
be fair 1in this way: I was asked for the police, sent them
there, told them to report to Commissioner Corcoran, who
spoke for the Board, and they are there yet. I gave no
orders about books and the like, and you are not going to
trap me into saying something I 4id not say.

Q Did you give them orders not to permit anyone to open
the door of that vault? A, I certalnly did not, and if I
did I would say so.

Q Did you give them orders to prevent the Assembly
Investigating Committee -- A. I certainly did not.

Q All right, then. Will you direct those policemen to
stand aside and permit John Ferguson, Superintendent of
Elections of Hudson County, to break that seal which is only
& paper seal, which is only a plece of paper. It is not some
great big plene of metal; 1t is not something that will have
to destroy the door to break that paper seal; you can do it
with your finger nall or he can with his finger nail. Will

you order those police to step aside and permit John Ferguson

ro break that seal?
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A

Q

My answer on that --
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: "Yes"” or "no."
THE WITNESS: I won't answer it "yes" or "no."

You refuse to answer? A, Will you answer my

question "yes" or "no?"

Q

A

You put me on the stand and I will.
Well, come on the stand.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You are now under examination,
Mr. Murray isntt. A

THE WITNESS: I am asking him a question.

Will he answer my qQuestion "yes" or "no'?

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: 7You are on the stand under
examination being questioned.

THE WITNESS: I understand.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: The qQuestion admits of a fair
answver "yes" or no," and we willhave an answer or
refusal.

THE WITNESS: I have heard a lot about you.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You are going to answer it.

THE WITNESS: I am going to make this statement.
I don't care whether you do or not --

MR. MURRAY: Mr, Chairman --

THE WITNESS: I am going to make it if it is
my last statement. I am going to make this fair

statement,
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MR, MURRAY: I ask this witness answer the
question.

THE WITNESS: If it 1s the last one I ever
make in my life I am going to make it.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: He will answer this question
in the end or he will refuse to answer 1t. But if you
have got a soap box ==

THE WITNESS: It 1s not asoap box. It is not a
soap box, Mr, Chairman, you will agree with me' when
I am through. I say 1f Jim Murray or you were on the
stand tomorrow you would have counsel representing you,
and you are both lawyers, And you take an ordinary
layman, you take a :poor laborer, somebody else, up
béfore an 1§telligent committee and three brilliant
lavyers —-

MR. MURRAY: Thank you.

THE WITNESS: And you don'!'t know what he 1s
talking about. He 1s saying things he don't know.
You had a fellow on the stand here yesterday dizzy,

didn®'t know what he was talking about. If he had

counsel standing there he would have corrected him
on the statement he was making. And any.fair lawyer
will agree with that statement.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Now you have made the statement)

and I never saw a witness that had a lawyer yet.
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THE WITNESS: You never saw a witness have a

lawyer yet? b

CHATRMAN YOUNG: No.

THE WITNESS: Everyone has in Hudson County.
BY MR. GIULIANO:
Q@ Maybe you ought to get some opinion on that?

A He has the District Attorney.

Q Ask your counsel in Hudson County whether or not a

lwitness is entitled to a lawyer before a court.

A A witness has two lawyers in Hudson County, he has
|the District Attorney and a lawyer, both sworn lavyefs of the
}:ourt.

Q I am asking you to ask your Corporation Counsel
l;hether a witness is entitled to a lawyer, that 1is all; I
ldon't care about anything else. A, A witness has two
fjvyers in any court of law -~

Q@ Maybe in Hudson County, but not in Essex or in any
é_her county. A, Vell, there should be justice in Essex
s well as any other county in the state.

Q@ VWell, twenﬁy other counties can't be wrong when

;ndson i1s right. A. Hudson has often been right when the
 thers are wrong. Hudson has got ballot boxes, Essex lost
them. That is why I don't want them to disappear in Hudson.
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Now you have had your stump

speech. Answer the question.
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THE WITNESS: Will you let me ask him a questioq
"ves” or "no"?

(Discussion off the record.)
Q (The'fbllowing question was read by the stenographer:
"Al1l right, then. Will you direct those policemen tostand
aside and permit John Ferguson, Superintendent of Elections
of Hudson pounty, to break that seal, which 1s only a paper
seal, which is only a piece of paper. It 1s not some great
big ﬁiece of metal; it 1s not something that will have
to destroy the door to break that paper seal; you can do it
with your fingernail or he can with his fingernail. wWill
you order those police to step aslide and permit John Ferguson
to break that seal?")
A My answer is, I don't think there is any lmportance
attached to that, and despite legal opinion == is John
Ferguson here?

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Will you permit him to break
that seal? |

"THE WITNESS: I will help him,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Will you tell your men to
stand aside?

THE WITNESS: No. We will get hold of John

and go up and break it ourselves, if he wants to. I
dont't know vhether'he does or not.

Q Don't worry about him. A. You are worried about the

& ol
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office,
Q@ About who? Do I look as though I am worrying about
anybody? A. Well, you are worried about John.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Let us get an answer to this
question "yes" or "no," once and for all, and no
more fooling.

Q (The following question was read by the stenographer: ‘

"All right, then. Will you direct those policemen to

stand aside and permit John Ferguson, Superintendent of !
Elections of Hudson County, to break that seal, which is only
a paper seal, which 1s only a piece of paper. It is not !
some great big piece of metal; it is not something that will %ave
to destroy the door to break that paper seal; you can do it |
with your fingernail or he can with his fingernail. Will
you order those police to step aside and permit John Ferguson
to break that seal?").
A Personally -
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: No more speeches,
THE WITNESS: This is not a speech. Personally+-
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: If you cannot answer "yes"
or "no" say, "I cannot answer.” And those are the
only three things I will permit you.
THE WITNESS: If you will let me ask Jim Murray

one question that he can answer "yes! or "no" --

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You answer "yes" or no" or
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"I cannot answer,” and that is the next thing you
say.
THE WITNESS: I can answer, but in my own way.
CHAIRMAN YOUNGt: Then say you cannot answer.

THE WITNESS: I can answer, but in my own way.

BY MR. MURRAY:
Q Is the question you are going to ask me, "Do I beat my:
wife as often as I used to?" A. No, it is not.
Q 0.K. Answer the question.
A Ask the question that you are going to answer yes"
or "nog?"
Q@ No, that you are going to answer "yes"” or "no" or
refuse to answer. A. I thought you were golng to let me
ask the question?
Q@ We will do that in a social party.
MR. PALESE: Are you goling to answer the
question?
THE WITNESS: I have answered 1it.
MR. PALESE: What was your answer?
Q I hope you are not going to have lapses of memory.
MR. PALESE: Did you say you had answered it?
THE WITNESS: I did answer 1it.
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Will you direct your police to
stand aside from that vault door and allow Mr, Ferguson

to take that seal off of the door?
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Now, Mr. Stenographer, until we get an answer

either "yes” or "no® or ™I refuse to answer," there
is nothing further on the record.

THE WITNESS: I will give you neither answer,

but I will give you a fair answer.

CHAIRMAN YOQUNG: All right, he refuses to

answer,

THE WITNESS: I don'!t refuse to answver,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: He refuses to answer,
THE WITNESS: I don!t refuse to answer. I

will give you a fair answer that might solve your

problem,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: He refuses to answer that.

Put that in the record and we will proceed,

I
THE WITNESS: The Chalrman says I didn't answer,

He i1s the Dboss. !

I
Q Who is it you have to consult before you are permitted

to answer that question? A, I don't believe I have to con-

ult anybody, but I would like to consult somebody. I don't

ink I have to, but I would like to. I would like to

jonsult John Ferguson, I would like to consult the County

ounsel, and I think if the three of us got together you would
je the seal off.

@ I will ask you another question, Supervisor. Will youl

Pder your police to step aside and permit this Committee, thi
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special investigating Committee of the House of Assembly,
to open the door of that vault for the purpose of obtaining
the poll books, contained within?

A If the County Counsel, who is my lawyer -- I am a |

layman -~ if the County Counsel says it is the legal thing

to do and should be done, I would say 100% "yes," i
You know there 1s a difference of opinion as to the rights
of this Committee -- let us be falr -- among you lawyers.

Q I haven't heard any. A. I can tell you a number of

your friends.

Q I only heard they are public records and you are doing
.wrong by holding them there, as far as the public are |
concerned. A. If you have a legal right to get them you
Vwill get them in a week or two days.

Q We will get them? ; A. I don't care whether you do
or not, so long as you return them. The Case Committee did
Jnot return a lot of records. |

MR. PALESE: Why do you insist on making a
speech? We don't care what happened in the Case

Committee. Why are you insisting on making speeches?

THE WITNESS: You are interested in solving

trouble on Election Days

MR. PALESE: I am interested in finding out about

those poll books.
THE WITNESS: Only in Hudson County, I presume.
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You come from Camden County, don't you?
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Will you please be in order,
Mr. Witness?
Do you refuge to answer that question?
What was the question?

Do you mean to tell me you don'!t remember?

» © P ©

I answered that question.
(Previous question and answer read by

stenographer. )

Q@ Without any legal opinion will you order them to step

”adide and let this Committee go in under its authority passed
;by resolution of the General Assembly? A. Not unless the
f,county Counsel says it 1s legal for me to do so.

Q@ Did you get an opinion from the County Counsel before

lyou permitted those policemen to be placed there?

, A No.
f Q To prevent -- A. Prevent what?
i Q To guard the door -- A, Those policemen were there

ﬁeleven weeks.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Answer the question.

THE WITNESS: We are going to have an under-
standing. I am going to answer as I think best. I
am not going to make speeches, but I am not going to.
be put in a trap. They were there eleven weeks., They

were not sent there to prevent you from getting the
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books, they were sent there for an entirely different
purpose, sent there to do the bidding of the head of
the election -=

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You anticipate, I think, too
far ahead.

THE WITNESS: I know Jim bgtter than you, too.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You are afraid of what may

come.
THE WITNESS: I am not afraid of anything.
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Then wait until the question is
concluded,

Q@ I will eliminate that so it won't bother you.

A That 1is fine.

Q The policemen were put there or continued there after

the discontinuance of the recount, were they not?

A I presume so.

Q Don't you know so? A. I know on general knowledge.
Q@ Don't you know from the testimony of your own

| subordinates here yesterday?

A I think so. That is apparent.

Q@ Then why don't you answer "yes" or%no®?

A Because you would not answer me "yes" or "no."

Q I am glad I have the reason. Now, you say yes, you do

mow that they were there as guards, and armed guards after

. e discontinuance of the recount, 1s that right?
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A They wefe there just the same as they were there
for eleven weeks before, ten weeks,
| Q Are the same conditions existing there now that existed
there for the previous ten or eleven or twelve weeks?

A In a manner.

Q 1In what manner? A. There are ballot boxes belonging

to Hudson County.

Q Is there a recount going on? A, No, but the ballot

boxes are there.

Q Are they -there just to guard ballot boxes within that

veult? A. I don't want to be technical. I could say "yes" .
Q What are they there for? Do you know? A. To obey
llthe Hudson County Board of Electi&ns in keeping order and
ldoing whatever else is necessary, unless the County Counsel
says they should not do 1it. is that the answer you want?
Q If that is your answer, I will ask another Question.
Po you know what it is the Hudson County Board of Elections
ants or desires the cops there for? A, That would be just
n assumption or opinion on my part.

Q@ Well, you do br You don't know? Do you?

A Let us be fair. I believe that they don't want you to

Q The poll books? A. (Continuing) -- At this time,
because Stoebling is sick. Suppose he gets better in two

days and gives them to you, what harm is dbne?
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Q Then your cops will stop him? A. That is not true.
Q How do you know? A, I wouldn't let them.
Q What would you do? A. I would tell the cops to get

the hell out of there.
Q Suppose Frank Hague told you to be quiet and leave
them there; what would you do then?

A Jim, I have had more fights with Hague than any man

in Hudson County, but we fight fair.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: I think that question 1is

perhaps unfair. We know what he would do.
Q (Question read by stenographer.) A. I would tell

him I was going to take the cops away,if it was illegal.

Q What undertaker would you want? A, I wouldn't

Jvant any --

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Just a minute.
THE WITNESS: I am going to answer the question.
I wouldn'!t want any undertaker, because the gentleman
he refers to never kills, he helps and he heals.,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Mr. Murray, I want to ask Mr.

0'Neil -- would you repeat that last answer, please?

' (Answer read by stenographer,)

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: On whose authority would it be

illegal?

THE WITNESS: He asked me =--

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: On whose authority, if Mr.




Q

F. O'Neil : 456

Stoebling came to you well and said, "Take those cops
avay," and Mr. Hague sald, "Leave them there." You
have no legal opinion yet that I know of.

THE WITNE3S: I have. Mr, Stoebling told me
he would not want them there, he would not have re-
quested me to put them there. If he says, "Take them

" we take them away. I have no right -

avay,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You have these cops to guard
the ballot boxes, Hudson County Ballot boxes, and the
guard was placed at the direction of the County Board
of Elections?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Why should Mr. Stoebling
have the right to tell you to take them away?

THE WITNES8S: Stoebling has possession of
these books. We don't know anything about it. It is
strictly a Republican fight and we don't want to

interrupt.

You don't like to interrupt any Republican fights,

) you? A. No, no, never do. You know we never do.

Q

Now then, why don't you remove your policemen and

ermit these poll books to be taken out of that vault, if it

only a Republican fight among Republicans?

A

Once a request is made to me for police officers,
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vhether from a judge of a court or from the custodian of the
Court House, or from John Ferguson, to give him County
policemen, I send for them and I say, "Take orders from

Mr. Ferguson. You are under his charge now."

“Take orders from the judge, you are under his charge,
and come back and report just as soon as they release you."

Then I wash my hands of them.

Q ‘That is very nice. I ask you, did the Commissioner

ask you for any armed police or for,ény police unarmed?
A No.

Q To go there and prevént this Committee from getting the
poll books? A. No.

Q Then why have you got your policemen there doing just
that? A{ I have told you ten times we gave the police to
the County Board of Elections ten or eleven weeks ago, and
they are there yet.

Q VWe are not talking about ten or eleven weeks ago.

A It 1s a fact they are there.

Q Why are they there from last Saturday? A. I presume
because the Commissioner asked them to be there.

Q Do you know? A, No, I don't.

Q Do you permit your police to go anywheres and stand

guard and prevent a constituted state body from getting

possession of things, or even a private citizen from going in

of Registrations of the County of Hudson, Charles F, Stoebling,

O
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his own house? A, At the request of any properly constltute
Q@ You said you don't know whether they were requested --
A Yog ask - me a question and won't let me answer 1it.
The answver 15; at the request of ény properly constituted
governing body in Hudson County, they ask for police, I will
give them to them until they are finished with them.

Mr. Corcoran hasn't said to me, "I don't want them any more."

s e

Q You know Inspector Neary testified yesterday in

your presence that on Friday he thought thelr services would
be required no longer and he gave orders for that deﬁail to
return to headquarters. You heard that, didn't you,
Supervisor? A. Sure, '

Q Then you do know, assuming they were requested,
assuming they were legally requested of you for the recount,

you know theilr duties for that purpose terminated, from the

testimony of your own Inspector of Police, dontt you?
A You are omitting from your questidn the most important
i hings. 7You are omitting the fact Neary testified he was
|to go and take the men away and Mr. Oopecran asked them
90 stay there, That 1s the important part.
Q@ He said he went there to send them back, that their
;;?ty for the recount wvas terminated, right?
: A Yes.
Q@ We agree on that point? A. Yes, we will agree on

i hat point. That 1s one thing, anyway.




hn F. QiNeil ) 459,

Q@ We want to get the recount and the time of its

ermination and the authority of the police and their return
-3 you for recount purposes finished. The purpose they were
lere was for‘the recount? A. Sure,
Q That was on Friday afternoon sometime?
A Noontime, I think.
Q@ Then from there on what did you have those policemen
there for? A, I didn't speak to them at all. The first
dme I met them was when I came out here yesterday.
Q@ What have you got them there for now?
A At the request of Mr, Corcoran, representing the
adson County Board of Elecﬁions.
. Q Did you take Mr. Corcoran's word that he was
epresenting the Hudson County Board of Eiections?
:ZA : w11l answef that by saying you have got the greatest
bject lesson along those lines that we have been talking
jout for a few days.

MR. PALESE: W1ll you answer the question?

THE WITNESS: This will answer the question.
Q@ You can answer it "yes" or"no."
' A You won't ansver me Yyes" or "no."

Q@ I am not supposed to. You are.

MR. PALESE: Mr. Commissioner, please listen

to the question and answer it.

s

THE WITNESS: I am going to answer it by saying-.

g AR
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MR. PALESE: You are going to answer this
question.
THE WITNESS: I am going to ansver it as I
please,
MR. PALESE: No, you are not.
THE WITNESS: Yes, I am, I am golng to answer
it as I can or not answer at all.
Q@ All right, refuse to answer; A. I won't refuse to
ansver,
MR. MURRAY: I would like the Chairman to
come in and say you refuse to answer,
THE WITNESS: You saw yesterday -~
MR. PALESE: Will you wait a minute?
And will you please repeat the question? Now,
listen to 1%
Q (The following qQuestion was read by the stenographer:

"Did you take Mr. Corcoran's word that he was representing

he Hudson County Board of Elections?*)

MR. PALESE: You can answer that without making
a speech,

THE WITNESS: I can answer without making a
speech,

MR. PALESE: Did you or did you not do 1it?

THE WITNESS: Take it easy.

TJohn F. 0'Neil e 4604
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MR. PALESE: I am not going to take it easy.

THE WITNESS: You will have to take 1t easy
whether you likeizr not.

MR. PALESE: You are not going to make a speech.

THE WITNESS: I am going to show you an object

lesson.

Q@ Do you refuse to answer the question? What are you
efraid of? A. I am afraid of nothing.

Q@ Who are you afraid of? A. Nobody.

@ Who do you have to consult? A, On what?

Q@ Don't give us a speech. A. I am not giving you
lany speech. Why are you afraid to let me prove I have a
right -~

Q Don!t try anything else or you will get more than you
pargain for. A. You cannot give me anything I don't want.

Q@ You try it. A. Why are you preventing me from

iffhat is a simple question.

Q It is a simple question that can be answered by a

fsimple answer. A. Why are you preventing me from proving

I had a right to take Mr. Corcoran's word.
@ I will show you had no right, if you answer the questio]
MRS. SANFORD: If you answer the question "yes"

or "no," you are proving --

THE WITNESS: I have a better way of proving it
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by your Committee, I have a way of proving it by your
Chairman, It is not falr at all. He asked me a
question, why did I take Mr. Corcoran's word.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Why?

THE WITNESS: I will give him an object lesson
to tell him why.

MR, MURRAY: He said he put the police there
after the termination -- or in substance, the police
were there after the termination of the recount
because Mr, Corcoran, representing fhe Hudson County
Board of Elections, requested that they be kept there.

THE WITNESS: I said Mr. Neary testified to
that, I didn’t say that. I haven!t seen Corcoran.

MR, MURRAY: I am talking to the Chairman.

The stenographer can give you the question from there
on that I asked the Supervisor, which he is hedging on.

THE WITNESS: I am not hedging.

Q (The following question was read by the stenographer:
'Did you take Mr. Corcoran's word that he was representing the
Hudson County Board of Elections?")

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Did you?

THE WITNESS: Yes, Now, ask me why?

ask me why, will you?
Q Do you know what or who constitutes the Hudson County

Q@ No, I will ask you something different. A. You won't

—C
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Board of Elections? A. Yes, I think I do.

Q@ Who are they? = A. John Corcoran, Mr, Scheetz,
Patty Sullivan and Mr. Wittreich.

Q@ Do you think they are intelligent men, reasonable
men? A, I think so.

Q@ Do you think they know how to conduct the conduct
of that Board properly? A, I think so.

Q Do you think they know how to make a request to anothe;
public official which will present to that public official
evidence that the Board made such §>request?

A Yes, and.hov to answer a public official also.

Q  Then don't you know that the usual way and the prbper
way and the legal way for a board to signify its intention
would be by resolution authorizing some one of the four,

if they so desire, to speak for them?' A. DNot all the

time, no.

Q You don't think that is the usual way, the reasonable
ay and the legal way? A, Not all the time, no.

Q "Usual” does not mean all the time. A. Not all the

S

ime.

All right. Did he show you any resolution from the

oard? A. No.

Q@ Did he~show you any letter authorizing him --

A No.

Q@  Any letter from the Board authorizing him to request --
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idea of it, don't you?

No.
What did he say when he asked you for the police?
I don't recall his exact words.

Well, substantially what? A. You want the general

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Mr, Murray, may I ask you this:
Are we talking about the policemen at the termination
of the recount?

MR. MURRAY: Yes, that is what we are on.

THE WITNESS: Oh, no. I know nothing about the
termination of the policemen at the recount,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: We have got now that the
Police are now there at Mr. Corcoran'!s request that
they stay there.

THE WITNESS: Eleven weeks.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: It was never offictally
requested that they stay there at the termination of
the recount?

THE WITNESS: Absolutely not,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: They were kept there by
Borcoran without any special authorization from Mr.
Of'Nell.

MR. MURRAY: Right. But the Supervisor says

he, John Corcoran, requested -- a member of the

Board --
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THE WITNESS: I didn't say that, I said
Neary sald that.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: He now knows that they are
there at the request of Corcoran, through Mr,
Neary's testimony, 1sn't that so?

THE WITNESS: Yes.,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You now know also, through
the testimony of Milss S8eglie, Mr. Wittreich and Mr,
Scheetz, that there was never a resolution of the
County Board of Elections requesting that those
police stay there after the termination of the
recount?

THE WITNESS: I heard the testimony.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Now, knowing that there is
no such resolution, that the recount has been
terminated, that the reason for which the police
were originally called has terminated, 1s there any
reason further for maintaining that police guard
there?

THE WITNESS: I dan't know. I would have to
see Corcoran and be guided by what he and the County
Counsel said.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Would you take Corcorant!s word
there?

THE WITNESS: If Corcoran said to me, "There 1is
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ballot boxes in there, we want to make sure they
are guarded, we don!'t want strangers to get in and
take away'our ballot boxes as they d4id in some other
county, so I would like to have you keep the cops
there,"

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You know those ballot boxes
are not subpoenaed?

THE WITNESS: Of course. I believe so.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: How long have you been County
Supervisor, Mr, O!'Neil?

THE WITNESS: I am serving my sixth term.
I think about seventeen years.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Did you have another public
job before this?

THE WITNESS: Yes, Boulevard Commissioner.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You have apparently worked
up very much in the line of politics. You used to
be an Election Board member,

THE WITNESS: I think that 1s maybe thirty-five
years ago.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: And you have been testifying
here before us this morning that you had some very

fine institutions in Hudson County.
THE WITNESS: Wonderful,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: I notice in that testimony you
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did not mention that you had the County Board of
Elections or Superintendent of Elections or
Commissioner of Registrationsoffice in your department
or under your supervision?

THE WITNESS: We haven't,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You have had,‘I vould say,

a very long and honorable record as a public servant,
THE WITNESS: I would say a long record,
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Well, that is modesty. And as

a citizen of New Jersey you are acquainted more or

less with the laws of New Jersey and with the Blection

Laws of New Jersey. |
THE WITNESS: Not so very much., The only time

I am in a polling place, honestly and sincerely,

is the two minutes I vote, in the last seventeen years,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: But you have had ekperience
with the Case Committee?

THE WITNESS: Yes, I have,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: And you came here today in
response to a subpoena of this Committee?

THE WITNESS: Absolutely.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You believe, and I believe
you would if we subpoenaed your records, supply us with
them?

THE WITNESS: I certainly would.
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CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Now, we have subpoenaed
certain other records, you are aware of that by this
time. Those records happen to be in a vault which
is not.under your supervision, but let us even put 1t
that you pay for it out of county funds.

THE WITNESS: That is so.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: I am now stating to you,
and I think your County Counsel will state to you,
that the records which we have subpoenaed are in
the custody and control of Charles Stoebling. You
know that, don't you?

THE WITNESS: Yes,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: They are not in the custody
and control of the Hudson County Board of Elections,
you understand that?

THE WITNESS: I think they are under Stoebling's
control. I am not positive,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Those ballot boxes, while
I am very glad to admit to you that they are the
property of Hudson County, are only in that vault
for fhe purposes of the recount, isn't that so?

THE WITNESS: Incidentally, yes.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You know at the termination of
the recount those ballot boxes should be returned

to the municipality from which they were subpoenaed
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for the purposes of the recount?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You know that on Saturday
morning they would have been returned if the vault
~had been opened?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Jam saying to you, as
Chairman of this Committee and for the Committee,
because I know they are with me in this, you have
sald if you could get together with John Ferguson
that seal could be broken. I am saying to you
further, that I think you now recognize that this
Committee is a Committee of the Legislature which
made me as Chairman, and Mrs, Sanford and Mr, Palese
and Mr. Osmers -

THE WITNESS: Yes.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: All as members of the Committeel

You recognize us as members of the Committee and

members of the Legislature?
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: If I now point out to you

that Mr. Hogan 1s Sergeanteat-arms of the House of

at-arms?

THE WITNESS: Absolutely. ‘______Lj

I
Assembly, you would take my word he is that Sergeant- 1
|
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CHAIRMAN YOUNG: If I were to produce before you
a certified copy of the resolution, certified to
by Mr. Paul Williams over here, the Clerk of the House,
as a tfue copy of that resolution, you would take
that to be'a true copy, would you not?

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Then if this Committee,
Mr. O'Neil; were to go with you and your County Counsel
and Mr. Ferguson, with the members of the County
Board of Elections, if they desire to come, and the
Sergeant-at-arms of the House, would you have any
objection to that seal being broken, to that door
beiAg opened, the ballot boxes adequately protected

by your police or members of the County Board of

Elections, and the articles which we have subpoenaed
from Mr, Stoebling and which you admit we have
a right to subpoena from Mr, Stoebling, and taking
those records for the purpose of our investigation?
THE WITNESS: Personally, Mr., Young, if I had
my way I would take everything that you want and give
it to you, provided you could assure me that it would
come back to the céunty. Valuable records has been
taken and not returned. The cash book for a haifyear

by the Case Committee. I am talking for John O!'Neil.

- I am advised by the County Counsel of Hudson County,
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I went to them, I went to the County Counsel of Hudson
County, and they said there is a doubt about this,

The gist of it is this ~~ I hope I am not misquoting
them ~- The Legislature 1s composed of the Senate
and.Assembly. One branch has done so‘and so. There
1s a question of whether or not they have a right to
do this, Now, in the face of that I think I should

be guided by the County Counsel. You are talking
about the seal. I don't go much on the seal. I

think if John Ferguson and I got together we would

steal the seal.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: I will be perfectly frank
with you, I want that seal to stay on there until
such time as we 40 -~

THE WITNESS: Then it will stay on there.
Those instructions will be given to any of my
subordinates.,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: I am still asking this
question. You admit we have the powér of subpoena.
You admit we have the right to get those records.

THE WITNESS: I don't. I said 1f I had my
way. That is an entirely different thing.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You would produce your records%

THE WITNESS: Of course, i would.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: And yet you refuse ‘to us that
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we shall have the opportunity of going there in a
peaceable way, with proper guards, for the records
which we don'!t want and maintained by whoever desires
to maintain those guards, and if it 1s necessary,
by the abseﬁce of Mr, Stoebling and Miss Seglle, to
open that safe, perhaps by damaging it, with the
assurance that the Legilslature of New Jersey will
reimburse you for the damage done to that safe, with
the assurance that the records taken will be brought
over here under armed guard in an armored truck;
that they will be stored in a bank vault; that they
will be brought up here when they are used, under
guard, and returned under guard, and eventually
returned to Hudson County intact, you would still
refuse to allow us to do that?

THE WITNESS: Personally, Mr. Young, I say it
and I mean it, I would give them to you. But I
don't see my way clear, and I think you will have to
bear with me, in going against the advice of the
Coﬁnty Counsel of my county. They are my lawyers.
If I am in doubt about anything I have to go to them.
If they say to me, "You cannot do this,” I don't think
I should say, "I am a better lawyer than you are.”

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Have you had a written opinion?

THE WITNESS: No, I have had a verbal opinion.
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CHEIRMAN YOUNG: What was the verbal opinion?

THE WITNESS: The verbal opinion was, to the
best of my knowledge, that there is a doubt about
whether this Committee had the right to take these
things. I will go all the way: oné of the counsel
said to me, "I think their remedy is Stoebling. They
have a right to subpoena his records. He is 111,

He may be all right 1nra couple of days or they

may bring him before the Leglislature for contempt,
but I don't think they have a right to come in and
break into a vault and take these things, They
creéted the office of Registration Commissioner, and
they should be able to handle 1t.” It is not a question
of quibbling. Personally, I don't know what you are
going to do when you get them.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: May I ask what member of the
County Counsell's staff gave you that advice?

THE WITNESS: One of them was Mr. Robert
Doherty, sitting right before you.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Can jou tell me from your fund
of experience with the Case Committee whether that
vwas a joint or Senate Committee?

THE WITNESS: It was a Senate Committee.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You have never réised the

question that a Senate Committee had not the power to
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subpoena records in that investigation, did you?
That Question was never ralsed, was 1t? |
THE WITNESS: They never subpoenaed any of my
records.. They took from my office records without
subpoena which I was willing to give without subpoena.
CHAIRMAN YOUNG: You gave them without subpoena?
THE WITNESS: No, I would if I was asked for

them. Leaving out the word "stolen," they disappeared

‘from my office and I never saw them until I was on

the witness stand, papers I would have given them
willingly.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: YOu think this Committee has
a power that a similar committee from the Senate had?

THE WITNESS: If you asked my personal opinion,
I would say "yes,” |

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: I think so too. May I ask
whether you, in view of ydur own knowledge of practical
life, and perhaps your own knowledge of practicai
law, and in view of the assurance that the
Committee has given you of 1té'intention to preserve
those records, will you now consent that those

police be removed and that that door be opened

by such force as may be necessary, and those records

removed?

THE WITNESS: With all due respect, Mr. Young -~

|
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CHAIRMAN YOUNG: Will you please ==

THE WITNESS: I want to say I will do so if
the County Counsel will say to me it 1is the legal
thing to do. If they say, "You should keep those
police there guarding those records,”™ I will keep thern
there. If they say; "There 1s no reason why they
should not have them," I will immediately remove the
police,

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: In other words, you say,
"1f the County Counsel says 'yes,! I will do it;
if the County Counsel says 'no,!'! I will not?"

THE WITNESS: If the County Counsel says it
1s legal.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: If the Committee assumes
that they are acting legally and'directsynu to do
as I have jusifgorth here, without benefit of counsel,
so to speak, will you refuse?

THE WITNESS: I will consult counsel ==

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: I say, supposing that we
at present don!t care whether you consult counsel
or not, we are now demanding from you certaln actions
which you have admitted in your private capacity to
be reasonable actions. We are not giving you any

choice, Mr., 0!'Nell; we are not giving you the opportuni

to go to your counsel. Will you or will you not give
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us what we want? What is your answer?

THE WITNESS: Unfortunately, with that
question, I have already been to counsel.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: And they have advised you
not to? |

THE WITNESS: Yes.

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: So, counsel's opinion or no
counsel's opinion, your answer is "no," 1s that the
idea?

THE WITNESS: Oh, no. Because of counsel's
opinion my answer is "no."

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: All right.

MR. MURRAY: Mr. Chalrman, are we to understand
that you have‘just requested from Mr., 0'Nell, you,
on behalf of the Special Assembly Investigating
Committee, have just iequested Mr. O'Nell as the
Supervisor of the County of Hudson and as the
chief executive officer of, and as the man who has
control and authority over the armed police guard
there at that vault, as such the Committee has requeste
that he now answer you whether or not he will remove
that guard?

CHAIRMAN YOUNG: That is right.

Do you understand that? A, Yes, perfectly.
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Q The answer 1s you will not, is that so?
A My answer to the Chairman was "no, on the advice of
counsel," of course,.
Q@ That you will not? A, On the advice of counsel,
MR. MURRAY: 1Is there anything else the
Board would like to ask?
(At this time the Board took a recess for

five minutes,)

477,
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AFTER RECESS

JAMES F. TOOHE Y; being duly sworn accord-
| ing to law, testified as follows:
EXAMINATION BY MR, WIENER:

Q Mr,. Toohey, you are employed by Commissioner StoeblingT
; A Yes, sir,
Q In what capacity? A. As a clerk assigned to 203

districts, most of them Jersey City.

Q@ 203 districts of iersey City? A. Yes, sir,

Q What is your official title? A. I would say
departmént head. ‘

Q Department head? A. Head of a dep<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>