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WRIT OF CERTIORARI. 
Filed March 22, 1928. 

NEW JERSEY, ss. 
State of Ne-w Jersey to State Board 

of Taxes and Asscssm<mts and the 
(sEAL) Taxing District of the Township of 

Blairsto·wn in the County of Warren, 
GREETING: 

10 

-we being willing for certain reasons to be 
certified of and concerning a certain order, 
judgment or decree made on the 10th day of 
January, 1928, reinstating a certain assessment 
made by the Taxing District of the Township of 
Blairstown in the County of Warren, for the 
purpose of taxation for the year 1927, against 
Board of Trustees of Blair Academy, Board of 
Managers of Blair Academy and Blair Academy, 20 
upon the lands and buildings consisting of one 
hundred acres of land and the buildings stand-
ing thereon, being approximately eight buildings 
used for school purposes, which said buildings 
occupy approximately five acres of the one hun-
dred acres as essed, together with certain per-
sonal property contained in said buildings, and 
describC'd in tax notice for 1927 of the Township 
of Blairstown as page 17 No. 24; and setting aside 
the judgment of the Warren County Board of 30 
rraxation, filed July J 6, 1927, which judgment 
cancelkd the entire assessment upon said lands 
and the buildings standing tlwreon and the per-
sonal property contained therein, and any and all 
things touching and concerning the ame, do com-
mand you that the said order, judgment and dr-
cree of January 10, 1928, together with all pro-
ceedings had and taken by the State Board of 
Taxes and Assessments, upon which the same was 
founded, together with all the testimony of wit- 4 0 
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Writ nf C"Nf iorn1·i. 

nesscs and other evidence taken thereon, as fully 
as before you they appear and remain, and also 
all the facts submitted to you and the grounds, 
reasons and legal principles upon which you 
proceeded in your said order, judgment and de-
cree, and all things affecting and concerning the 

10 same, you certify and send under seal to our 
Justices of our Supreme Court at Trenton, on 
the 11th day of April next, that we may cause to 
be done thereon what according to law and the 
Constitution of New Jersey, ought to be done. 

20 

W1TNEss, THOMAS W. TRENCHARD, EsQUIRE, a 
Justice of our Supreme Court, at Trenton, this 
22nd day of March, Njnetecn Hundred and 
Twenty-eight. 

EDWARD J. KELLEHER, 
Acting Clerk. 

W AYNR DuMONT, 
Attorney. 

I allow this writ. Let it be sealed l\farch 22, 
1928. 

THOMAS W. TRENCHARD, 
J. S. C. 

30 Service of the "Within writ is hereby acknow-

40 

ledged this 23rd day of March, 1928. 
EGBERT ROSECRANS, 

Attorney of Taxing District of the Town-
ship of Blairstown in the County of 'Warren. 
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RETURN TO WRIT . 

New Jersey Supreme Court 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND BOARD 

OF MAN AGERS OF BLAIR 
ACADEMY and BLAIR AcADEMY, 

Prosec:utors, 

vs. 
STATE BoARD OF TAXES AND As-

SESSMENTS and TAXING Drs -
TRICT OF THE TovVNSHIP OF 
BLAIRSTOWN IN rrH~ COUNTY 
OF WARREN, 

Def encl ants. 

On 
Certiorari. 

The State Board of Taxes and Assessment 
doth herew ith send to the Supreme Court of the 
State of New Jersey the petiti on, judgment and 
proceedings in the matter of the appeal of To,vn-
ship of Blairstovm from the action of the Warren 
County Board of Taxati on in cancelling the as-
sessment on property of Blair Academy, situate 
in the Township of B lairstown, County of War-
ren, for the year 1927, as within it is commanded, 
as by the tran cript under the seal of said Board 
hereto annexed more fully appears. 

STATE BOARD OF TAXES 
AND ASSESSME1 T. 

By CHARLES E. CooK, 
Secretary. 

10 

20 

30 

40 
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PETITION. 

In the .Matter of the application 
of the Taxing District of The 
Township of Blairstown in 
the County of Warren from 
the action of the Warr en 
County Board of Taxation in 
reducing the tax assessment 
levied for the year 1927 on 
property of The Board of 
~rrustees of Blair Academy 
and The Board of Managers 
of Blair Academy situaj:e in 
the Township of Blairstown, 
County of Warren and State 
of New Jersey. 

Petition. 

To the State Board of Taxes ancl Assessment: 
Your petitioner, the taxing district of residing 

at (P. 0. address) The Township of Blairstown, 
in the County of Warren and State of New J er-
sey, respectfully shows that Blair Academy is 
the owner of certain property situate in the tax-
ing district of Township of Blairstown, County 

30 of Warren, consisting of real estate and personal 
pr~perty and known as* Blair Academy. 

40 

That said property was assessed for the pur-
pose of taxation for the year 1927 by the As-
sessor of Blairstown Township at a valuation 
of** Land, $5,000.00; Improvement, $895,000.00; 
Personal, $30,000.00; Total, $930,000.00. 

That an appeal from said assessment ·was filed 
with the Warren County Board of Taxation by 
the said Blair Academy etc., which appeal said 
Board disposed of as f°ollows: by cancelling the 
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PcWirm. 

entire assessment on land, improvements and 
personal property at which reduced assessment 
your petitioner is aggrieved, because it is less 
than the true value of such property. 

Your petitioner therefore prays that the said 
cancelled assessment of*** Land, $ 
Impt., $ ; Pers., $ ; Total, 
$ , for the year 1927, be increased 
to the true value of the property, to wit: 
Land, $5,000.00; Impt., $895,000.00; Pers., $30,-
000.00; Total, $930,000.00. 

Dated September 27, 1927. 

The Taxing District of The Township of 
Blairstown in the County of Warren, 

(Signed) by EDW. M. SMITH, 
Township Clerk. 

*vVhere city property is the subject of appeal, 
cnre should be taken to describe the lot, block 
and street number, so that the same may cor-
respond with the tax collector's books. 

**This amount should be the original valuation 
of thr prnperty, as it appears on the tax bill. 

**r.'This amount should be the valuation to 
which the assessment was changed by the County 
Board of Taxation, on appeal. 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, l 
COUNTY OF WARREN. J ss. 

EDWARD M. SMITH, Township Clerk of the 
Taxing District of the Township of Blairstown 
in the County of Warren, the above-named peti-
tioner, being duly sworn according to law, on 
his oath says that he has read the above petition 
and knows the contents thereof, and that the 

10 

:20 

30 

40 
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I'Ptdirm. 

statements set forth and contained therein are 
true, and that he is authorized to sign the same. 

EDW. M. SMITH, 
Township Clerk. 

Svrnm and subscribed before me this 
27th day of Sept., 1927. 

SAMUEL T. BEATTY, 
Notary Public of N e·w Jersey. 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY,} 
COUNTY OF WARREN. ss. 

SAMUEL T. BEATTY, being duly sworn according 
to law, on his oath says that he served a copy of 

20 the above petition and affidavit on John M. 
"\Y add ell, President Board of Directors of Blair 
Academy respondent taxpayer, personally, this 
27th day of September, 1927. 

30 

40 

SAMUEL T. BEATTY. 

Sworn and subscribed before me this 
27th day of Sept., 1927. 

EGBERT ROSECRANS, 
M. C. C. of N. J. 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, I 
COUNTY OF w ARREN. J ss. 

EGBERT RosECRANS, being duly sworn according 
to law, in his oath says that he served a copy of 
the above petition and affidavit on Joseph W. 
Roseberry (Secretary) of the Warren County 
Board of Taxation, personally, thjs 26th day of 
September, 1927. 

EGBERT ROSECRANS. 
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Petition. 

Sworn and subscribed before me this 
26th day of Sept., 1927. 

SAMUEL T. BEATTY, 

Notary Public of New Jersey. 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY~ 
State Board of Taxes and Assessment. 

PETITION OF APPEAL. 

Township of Blairstown in the County 
of Warren 

vs. 

10 

Blair Academy and Warren Co. Bd. of 2 0 
Tax'n. 

Filed Sept. 29, 1927. 

EGBERT ROSECRANS, EsQ., 
Petitioner's Attorney. 

Blairstown, N. J. 

30 
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MEMORANDUM. 
Filed January 10, 1928. 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 

STATE BOARD OF TAXES AND 
ASSESSMENT. 

In the Matter of the application 
of the Township of Blairs-
town from the action of the 
Warr en County Board of 
Taxation in cancelling the tax 
assessment levied for the year 
1927 on property of Blair 
Academy, situate in the Town-
ship of Blairstown, County 
of Warren and State of New 
Jersey. 

M emormnditm. 

For petitioner, Egbert Rosecrans. 
For respondent, Wayne Dumont. 

THE BoARD: This is an application, on the 
part of the Township of Blairstown, to restore an 
assessment against land, improvements and per-

30 sonalty levied upon the property of what is com-
monly known as Blair Academy. This assess-
ment ,vas cancelled by the Warren County Board 
of Taxation on the ground that the buildings 
were actually devoted to the use of a school or 
academy. 

40 

No proof has been produced before this Board 
indicating that any of the parties claiming the 
exemption, and holding the legal or equitable title 
to the property in question, are incorporated or 
organized under the laws of New Jersey and 
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M emora11dmn of State Board. 

authorized to carry out a purpose for which this 
exemption may be allowed. 

It is not claimed that the property has been 
assessed in excess of its true value and, there-
fore, the assessment must be retored and the 
action of the Warren County Board of Taxation 
reversed. 10 

Endorsed: 

S'rATE OF NEW JERSEY 
STATE BOARD OF TAXES AND 

ASSESSMENT. 

In re 

Township of Blairstown, 

vs. 
Blair Academy and Warren 
County Board of Taxation, 
for the year 1927. 

MEMORANDUM 

Filed January 10, 1928. 

20 

30 
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JUDGMENT. 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 

STATE BOARD OF TAXES AND 
ASSESSMENT. 

In the Matter of Appeal of the 
Taxing District of The Town-
ship of Blairstown in the 
County of Warren from the 
action of the Warren County 
Board of Taxation in can-
celling the assessment 011 

property of Blair Academy 
situate in the Township of 
Blairstown in the County of 
Warr en for the year 1927. 

Judgment. 

An appeal in writing having been filed with the 
State Board of Taxes and Assessment, duly veri-
fied according to the rules of practice prescribed 
by said Board, by the taxing district of The 
Township of Blairstovvn in the County of ,Var-
ren in which it is alleged that an injus-
tice has been done the said complainant by 

3 0 the action of the ,v arr en County Board of 
Taxation in cancelling the tax assessment levied 
for the year 1927, on certain property of Blair 
Academy etc., located at The Township of Blairs-
town in the County of Warren consisting of 
Land, $5,000.00; Improvements, $895,000.00; Per-
sonal, $30,000.00; Total, $930,000.00, and that 
said cancelled assessment is lower than the true 
value of such property, and illegal. 

After hearing evidence produced on the part 
of said complainant and the said respondents, 

40 
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Jud,r;mrnf of Sta ,f P Boord. 

and the argument of Egbert Rosecrans, Esq., for 
the complainant; and \Vayne Dumont, Esq., for 
the said respondent taxpayer and after consider-
ing the same, it is on this tenth day of January, 
nineteen hundred and twenty-eight, at a session 
of the State Board of Taxes and Assessment, 
ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECIUJED, under and by 10 
virtue of Chapter 67 of the Laws of 1905, 
Chapter 244 of the Laws of 1915 and Chapter 236 
of the Laws of 1918, that the assessment of Land, 
$5,000.00; Improvements, $895,000.00; Personal, 
$30,000.00, making a total of $930,000.00, levied 
on the property of what is commonly known as 
Blair Academy and situate in said Township of 
Blairsto-\, Tn in the County of Warren, be restored, 
and the action of the Warren County Board of 
Taxation in cancelling the same, be reversed. 20 

JAMES BAKER, President. 
M. R. MARGERUM, 
:B'. D. WEA VER, 
ISAAC BARBER, 

State Board of Taxes and Assessment. 
Attest: 

CnAs. E. CooK, 
Secretary. 

30 

40 
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Jud.r;me11t ()f State Board. 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 
STATE BOARD OF TAXES AND 

ASSESSMENT. 

In re Appeal of 
1 o The Township of Blairstown 

in the County of Warren 

vs. 
Blair Academy et als., 

for the year 1927. 

JUDGMENT. 

Decided and Filed 

20 January 10, 1928. 

30 

CHAS. E. COOK, 
Secretary, 

State Board of Taxes and Assessment. 
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DOCKET. 

5341 

TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN' 
Petitioner, 

vs. 
BLAIR ACADEMY and WARREN 

COUNTY BOARD OF TAXATION, 
Respondent. 

Petr's attorney. Egbert Rosecrans. 
Respdt 's a tty. Wayne Dumont. 
Assessment of 1927. 
Property: Real estate and personal property, 

known as Blair Academy, assessed by Township 
at Land $5,000, Imp., $895,000, Pers., $30,000, 
total $930,000; Cancelled by County Board. 

Amount, $ Judgment, $ 
1927 

Sept. 29. Petition filed. 
Oct. 4. Hearing fixed for November 2nd, at 

Trenton and notice sent. 
T ov. 2. Ca e heard. Decision reserved, pend-

ing the filing of brief . 
1928 

Jan. 10. Judgment entered, reversing the action 
of the County Board and restoring 
the as essm nt. Memorandum filed. 

10 

20 

30 

40 
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MINUTES. 

State House, Trenton, New Jersey, 
Tue~day, October 4, 1927. 

The Board met at 10 :30 A. M. on the above date. 
Present, President Baker, Commissioners Bar-

IO ber, Huegel and Margerum. Absent, Commis-
sioner Weaver. 

* * * 
The Secretary informed the Board that 579 ap-
peals had been filed from assessments made by 
the local assessors for the year 1927, and pre-
sented a tentative schedule of dates for hearing 
these appeals. The Board approved the schedule 
of dates as follows : 

20 - * 
Wednesday, N ovemlwr 2: State House, Trenton, 
10 Somerset, 3 Hunterdon, 5 Middlesex and 1 
Warren County case. 

* 

State House, Trenton, New Jersey, 
,vednesday, November 2, 1927. 

The Board met at 10 :30 A. M., for the purpose 
of hearing appeals. 

30 Pr<:sent, Commissioners Barber, Margerum and 
Weaver. 

40 

The followjng calendar of appeals was called: 

* 

3. Township of Blairstown v. Blair Academy 
and Warren County Board of 

Taxation. 

Case called, Mr. Egbert Rosecrans appearing for 
the Township of Blairstown, and Mr. Wayne 
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Mimtf<?s of Statp Board. 

Dumont appearing for Blair Academy. It was 
agreed between counsel that the case be con-
sidered on the testimony which was presented to 
the Warren County Board of Taxation, which 
testimony was offered as Exhibit P. 1. Decision 
was reserved by the Board, pending the filing of 
briefs by counsel for both sides. 10 

State House, Trenton, New Jersey, 
Tuesday, January 10, 1928. 

The Board met at 10 :30 A. M. on the above date. 
Present, President Baker, Commissioners Bar-
ber, Huegel, Margerum and Weaver. 

The Board took up for consideration the appeal 
of Township of Blairstown v. Blair Academy, 20 
and ordered that the assessment of $930,000, 
being $5,000 on land, $895,000 on improvements 
and $30,000 on personalty, which had been can-
celled by the County Board on appeal, be re-
~iore<l. A memorandum ,ms filed, giving the 
rea 011s for ihe Boar<l 's conclusions in this case. 

* 

STATE OF EvV JERSEY. 
STATI~ BOARD OF TAXES AND 

ASSESSMENT. 
I, CuAs. E. CooK, Secretary of the State Board 

of Taxes and Assessment, Do HEREBY CERTIFY, 
ihat the foregoing are true copies of the petition, 
judgment and proceedings in the matter of the 
appeal of Township of Blairstown from the 
action of the "\Varren County Board of Taxation 

30 

40 
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lllir111frs of State Board. 

in cancelling the assessment on property of Blair 
Academy, situate in the Township of Blairstown 
County of Warren, for the year 1927, as the 
same are taken from and compared with the orig-
inals filed in the office of the State Board of 
Taxes and Assessment, on the twenty-ninth day 

10 of September and other dates A. D. 1927 and 
1928, and now remaining on file and of record 
therein. 

20 

30 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
my hand and affixed the official seal of the Board, 
at Trenton this ninth day of April, A. D. 1928. 

(SEAL) 
CHARLES E. COOK, 

Secretary. 
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TESTIMONY. 

W ARRFJN COUNTY rrAX BOARD. 

In the l\fatter of the application 
of the Board of rrrustees of 
Blair Academy and of the 
Board of Managers of Blair 
Academy for the reduction 
of the Tax Assessments for 
the year 1927, on property 
situate in the Township of 
Blairstown, County of Warren 
and State of New Jersey, 
property consisting of 9.55 
acres of land, or thereabouts, 
together with the buildings 
thereon, and certain personal 
property, comprising the edu-
cational institution kno,m as 
Blair Academy. 

On Appeal 
from Assess-
ment of Taxes 
for 1927. 

Stenographic transcript of testimony of wit-
nesses, taken the 9th day of July, at 9 :00 o'clock 
A. 1., before the Warren County Board of Tax-
ation, J oh11 E. Smith, Esq., chairman, Albert "\Val-
ling and James R. Dick, Esqs., and ,J. \V. 
Roseberry, Esq., secretary. 

Present: Wayne Dumont, Esq., for the peti-
tioner, Blair Academy, and Egbert Ro ecranz, 
Esq., for 1 he Township of Blairstown. 

(A. Augustus Dye, assistant to the official 
steno 0 Tapher, Passaic County Circuit, Paterson, 
N. J., sworn as the stenographer.) 

Mr. Dumont: Now, gentlemen, I ,rnnt to go 
along as you gentlemen wish to have me do it, 

I 

10 

20 

30 

40 
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Testim o-ny. 

and I have no doubt you want to get through as 
quickly as possible. 

The Chairman: In the first place, let us see 
what this appeal is for. (Reading petition for 
appeal.) I think we had better proceed to call 

. the witnesses, or do you want to make explana-
1 O tory comments first, on behalf of both sides 1 Do 

you, Mr. Rosecranz1 

20 

Mr. Rosecranz: No. 
The Chairman : Or proceed directly to the 

taking of testimony 1 
Mr. Rosecranz: I suppose, they will proceed 

with their witnesses first. 
Mr. Dumont: I think you understand what the 

situation is. I have here the deeds, and perhaps 
it would be better to have the deeds first. I 
have, therefore, had the County Clerk of Warren 
County prepare certified copies of several deeds 
covering the properties in question, which I am 
going to offer. I assume Mr. Rosecranz will have 
no objection to these certified copies. They are 
all certified by the County Clerk of Warren 
County, as being true copies of the deeds. I am 
going to offer these, of course, without the pro-
duction of the County Clerk to swear to their 

3 0 being true copies, as, under the act, the rule has 
been that the party who certified them does not 
have to appear at the trial. 

40 

Mr. Rosecranz: You mean, the County Clerk 
certifies the record. That is all right. 

Mr. Dumont: Yes, he certifies the record. 
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J ohm C. Sharpe, direct. 

JOHN C. SHARPE, produced as a witness on 
behalf of the petitioner, having been first duly 
sworn, was examined by the chairman, and 
testified as follows : 

Q What is your occupation, Mr. Sharpe 1 A 
Headmaster of Blair Academy. 10 

Q How long have you been headmaster 1 A 
Tvventy-nine years. 

Q Headmaster at the present time 1 A Yes, 
sir. 

Q What is the object of your asking for the 
exemption of these taxes 1 Why do you ask it 1 
A Under the law of New Jersey, which says 
schools, colleges, etc., are exempt from taxation, 
very specifically. 

Q Is this Blair Hall Academy a corporation 1 
A It is not incorporated itself, but it is owned 
by the Presbytery of Newton, which is incor-
porated. 

Q It is not incorporated by itselH A No, it 
is not; it is subsidiary to the Corporation of the 
Newton Presbytery. 

Q Is this academy built or maintained by 
stockholders or by just the Presbytery 1 A 
r_rhere are no storkholders. 

Q It is not a stock company? A No. 
Q Owned entirely by the Presbytery of N e-w-

ton 1 A Yes, sir. 
Q Does it derive any gains from it, any 

benefit from it! A No, sir. 
Q None whatever? A No, there are no stock-

holders, nobody to whom o-ains could be paid. 

Mr. Dumont: I might explain· about the 
d0cds. Dr. Sharpe, you know about them. 
And then we can produce the deeds. 

The Chairman: Yes. 

20 

30 

40 
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J 07111 C. Shaipr, d irrct. 

A (Continuing.) Well, the first deed was of 
1848, transferring the lands on ·which the little 
building stands up here-

Mr. Dumont: That is the litt]e old build-
ing back up here. 

A (Continuing.) -first, to the officers of the 
Presbyterian Church, to be conducted by them 
as a school, subject to the requirements of the 
N e,vton Presbytery, or, failing that, the Presby-
terian Board of Education to conduct it, in that 
·way, as a school. That was transferred later to 
the Newton Presbytery. The second deed is of 
1870. The school was organized in 1848, by Mr. 
Blair, and it was held up here in the small 

20 school house, and the public attended it as 
a public school as well, and Mr. Blair main-
tained the whole thing out of his own pocket, 
and built a dormitory on the hill, wbirh 
gave it the name of Blair Hall. It was called 
Blair Hall, that gave the name to the whoe in-
stitution. In 1870 he transferred that to the 
Presbytery at N evvton. The Board of Managers, 
as they called them, that is appointed by the 
Presbytery of Newton. . So the Presbytery of 

3 o Newton became the owner, and its purpose was 
to conduct a school of high standard for the 
benefit of the neighborhood and for those who 
wished to come from afar. The next deed of 
land is 1889. The second deed was for nine acres, 
and in 1889 he transferred other land for ad-
ditional buildings, under exactly the same pro-
vision, to the Board of Managers appointed by 
the Presbytery of N evvton, specifying that it was 
to be forever used as a school of high standard 
for the education of the youth-that is all in the 

40 
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.J 071'11 C. Sharpr, d ircct. 

deeds, not just those exact words, but that is the 
gist of it. I know them pretty well by this time, 
because I lrnve studied them, and I have tried to 
live in accordance with their provisions. Then 
flrnre are certain deeds of trust, moneys, you 
know, that is not in our land at all, that does 
not come into discussion there. 

Q Does this corporation of the Presbytery of 
Newton do any other business besides educational 
business 1 A Oh, the Presbytery-

Q T-hat is, in this particular case 0? A No, 
no, no, that is, to do anything over here. Of 
course, it is just conducted as a school. 

Q What I mean, I understood that there ·were 
some side issues here, of electric lighting, elec-
tric power, water- A Well, we have-

Q -such things as that, that it has supplied 
to other parties, and is owned by them 1 A We 
did. Mr. Blair did build an electric light plant 
for the benefit of ihe school, which he allowed-
which supplied the neighbors-a few neighbors 
themselves-and then that became a public utility, 
but they sold that. 

Q lt hasn't any other business no-w "? A No. 
But tl1e:1 W(' have the wat('J' company. rrhe ,vater 
rompany furnishes fire protection to the town, 
with Oiese public hydrants. That is not of 
much use commercially, but it furnishes vvater to 
the community a an accommodation at a mini-
mum-really at a losing-rate, but it is built 
for the pmpose of supplying ihe school with 
water. '11his was an accommodation to the neigh-
bors, but naturally that made us a public ntilit>~ 
company, and we are subject to that, to pay 
taxes, in that way, which is a matter of record. 

Q You do pay taxes for these public utilities f 
A Yes, to the statr, county, and everything el e 

10 

30 

40 
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that can lay a tax on it; we have to make re-
ports. 

Q How much land is in actual use for the in-
stitution 1 A Well, we suppose about fifty acres. 
We never had that surveyed. We own the farm 
around about it, which is the Boardman place, 

10 and we rent that to a man that furnishes milk 
to the school. 

20 

Q Do you pay taxes on that 1 A Oh, yes, sir. 
Q Then you are paying taxes on everything-

you claim exemption only for what is being used 
for educational purposes 1 A Yes, sir. 

A 

The Chairman: Any questions to ask 1 

(Continuing.) "\Ye pay taxes on the farm. 

The Chairman: That is about the gist of 
it. 

Mr. Dumont: Is there any objection to 
these deeds 1 

Mr. Rosecranz: No. 
The deeds so offered were received in 

evidence, and marked petitioner's Exhibits 
P. 1, P. 2 and P. 3, and portiOiis thereof 
read to the Board by Mr. Dumont. 

30 Mr. Dumont: Just look at them. I do 
not find that wording, '' without profit,'' but 
we have it in one of these conveyances. 
Have you it there, Mr. Rosecranz 1 

The Witness: I do not believe that those 
words occur any place, but the organization 
makes it impossible to have any profits. 
There are no stockholders; there is no stock 
or bonds, and there is no one to whom any 
profit could be paid if there were any, and 

40 there is never anything but a deficit. 
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Q Dr. Sharpe, there must certainy be some-
body keeping book, and know what is doing, the 
conditions, all of that. A Certainly. 

Mr. Dumont: We have the bookkeeper 
here, and we can produce him, and we can 
ask him where it goes-Mr. Rea. We are 10 
always in debt up there. I can show them 
notes up there that have not been paid, and 
that they have been gradually taken out from 
time to time, and payments made on them, 
and then they get higher and then lower ; 
but there has been a continual parade of 
notes here ever since the organization of 
the institution; that in Dr. Sharpe's time, 
there has never been any profits made, but 
the institution has simply carried all of these 20 
obligations, paying them off at one time and 
then before the year is ended borrowing more 
money, in his twenty-nine years with the in-
stitution. Now, prior to that, Dr. Vail is 
here, and he can testify as to the time that he 
has been connected with the institution, that 
he acted for John I. Blair in his lifetime in 
this matter, up to Dr. Sharpe's coming, and 
Dr. Vail will show that all of the bills of 
the institution, deficits and everything else, 
were met by Mr. Blair in his lifetime and 
that he paid those items. '11here is one thing, 
of course, I cannot show you. Clinton Hall 
burned down here in 1922, and all of the 
books up to the time of the fire, all of the 
vouchers and everything, were burned, so 
that ,rn haven't anything but the vouchers 
since that fire and the books that were not 
burned. When do they begin, Mr. Rea? 

1Ir. Rea: 1922, Augu t 1, 1922. 

30 

40 



10 

20 

The Chairman: You have all of the books 
of the present year or the last couple of 
years~ 

1fr. Dumont: Oh, yes; ,ve have those. 
The ,fitness: For the last five years. 
Mr. Dumont: If the Board would like io 

look at these, I am going to offer them rn 
evidence. 

Mr. Rosecranz : ·while you are on these 
deeds, did you want to read the acreage, 
the specfied acreage? 

Mr. Dumont: Yes, I will do that very 
gladly, because-all acreage, both that used 
by the school as a part of it and as a part 
of the farm. This deed of l\Iay 24, 1889, says 
it contains 2.47 acres. Going back, taking 
the deed of 1870, doctor, do you happen io 
know how many acres are contained in that "? 
It does not state here. 

The Witness: Nine acres, morn or le. ·s. 

By Mr. Rosecranz. 

Q Doctor, within what area are the school 
buildings situated on? The actual acreage 1 A 
Between two and three acres. 

30 Q Doctor, all within an area of five acres '? 
A Yes. 

By Mr. Dumo11t. 
Q All of the buildings? A I think it is all 

within five acres. This little building here may 
be outside of that. 

Mr. Dumont: This first one ays '' one-
half acre of land, being more or less.'' The 

4 o total i one-half of an acre, then nine 
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acres, and thrn 2.49 acres, a total of a bout 
twelve acres. And out of that whole lot, the 
. ·chool hnildings are located with five acre .. 
)Jay I l)C permitted to put some questions 
herr, Mr. Chairman? 

The Chairman : Yes. 

By Mr. Dmnont. 

Q Dr. Sharpe, you say you came here forty-
nine years ago 1 A Twenty-nine years ago. 

Q I mean, twenty-nine years ago. Since your 
time in the school here, has there been any profits 
made a11y year, during the school period 0? A No. 

Q Are you or are you not always in debt 1 A 
'\Ve have to carry over a ck•ficit every year 
·which wP pay, of course, at the beginning of the 
next )~car, that is, when we make our collection 
that <loht emerges and again carried and so ,Ye 
have the lwnefit of the monPy, of course, at that 
tjme. 

Q By that, you mean, as I understand it-
.I ust what do )~ou mean by when you say the debt 
cmergcR? I want the Board to be very clear 
on this subject. A ,Yell, I haYe figures here, 
if 01<.\y would care to have th0m. 

Q It is np to thcm. A At the end of the 
fiscal year 1922, we had l>orro,\ ·0d money to the 
amount of $::3:3,J25.00; at the end, on August 1, 
192:3, ilwt ,n:ts $32,300.00; Angu t 1, 1924, $47,-
500.00; the fire had come in tbere; ·Augu t ] , 1925, 
$2:3,500.00; A ugnst 1, 1926, $28,000.00; .July 1 t, 
of this year-ihi. year is not made up yet, but 
I luffc• tl1e figure: here of the 11ote, outstandi11g, 
$15,300.00. 

Q .. row, tlrn t inclcbtechw , s can always be 
~d1ow11 where and how? In what form. A In 

10 
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the books for money borrowed, out tarn.ling notes. 40 
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Q Where did you borrow those moneys~ A 
We borrowed the money from the Blairstown 
First National Bank, and the Belvidere National 
Bank; from the Newton-what is the name-
'' Sussex''~ 

Q No, they call it the Sussex Merchants, isn't 
10 iU A Right, yes. 

Q The Merchants and Sussex being com-
bined. At the present time, what bank holds your 
notes 1 A Blairstown- Oh-

Q Do you know~ A No. I hold them. 
Q You hold them individually~ A Yes, just 

simply I did not put them in the bank, but I 
took out my Liberty Bonds and borrowed on 
them, because I resigned effective the 1st of 
August, and a new man comes in, and I want to 

20 transfer that all to him. 

30 

40 

The Chairman: You borrowed on your 
own name for the institution, is that the . 
idea~ 

The ·witness: No, I gave-well, I bor-
rowed the money under the name of John C. 
Sharpe, headmaster. 

The Chairman: Oh. 
The ·witness: (Continuing.) Ordinarily, 

I do, but just now, on account of my resig-
nation, I have just loaned the money on my 
ovvn account, so that I can transfer it more 
easily; then I will arrange it with the new 
headmaster when he comes in to assume 
the responsibility. 

The Chairman: The point I wanted to 
drive at, is whether you borrowed that 
money or loaned that money to this Academy 
or whether you gave it on a note. 
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The Witness: On a note, always on a 
note, just the same. 

The Chairman: That is, you hold it on 
your o,vn noie, for an accommodation 1 

The Witness: I took a note to John C. 
Sharpe under the name, John C. Sharpe, 1 o 
Headmaster, just for a few days now. You 
see, we will have a debt when the school 
opens; in September that will be paid off, 
and there will be no debt-paid off with 
the collections. 

The Chairman: What collections do you 
have to make that payment from 1 

The Witness: Why, on the collections for 
board and tuition for the half of the year. 

The Chairman : What 1 
The Witness: We make the collection for 

the board and tuition, half at the beginning 
of the school year, half at the middle of the 
school year. 

The Chairman: Collections from whom 1 
The Witness: From the students. 
The Chairman: Oh, tuitions 1 
The Witness: Yes, we call it board and 

tuition. rrhen that debt is paid off. Then, 
of course, there is some money to run to the 
1st of February and then we borrow a 
little more, and then we have enough for 
up to the 1st of Februai·y, so it is only car-
ried for a little time just now. 

Q In other words, as I understand you, the 
debt that is now carried would be wiped out by 
the first- A September 20ih-

Q -semester collections~ A Yes, sir. 

20 
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Q Of hoard. and tuition, that you get from 
tho students coming in in September, and after 
that is exhausted, and it, I understand you i o 
say, in your testimony, docs not cany you to 
February 1st? A :No, it ends D c\cember or 
January. 

10 Q You have to borro-w, then, in December 

20 

or January; from the bank cash- A Yes. 
Q -up until after you are to collect your 

S<1cond semester payments 1 A Yes, sir. 
Q rrhen, when those a1~e collected, you fincl 

that will nm yon up to ahout what time? A 
In June. 

Q Up to thr early part of ,Juncf f A First 
of June, along there. 

Q Then, you liavo to bo1To-w again 1 A Yes. 
Q ·what do yon mean h~T "your ckht 

emerges''? ,Yha t did you mean hy tha if A 
· ,Yhy, ,Ye ]rnvo uso<l the mono)T ,d1ic-h ,Ye have eol-

lectod, to pay for the hill~, wages, etc., until wo 
find ourselves unable to carry on the srhool 
until tho next collection is made, and "\YO have 
to bonow money to carry over that period, until 
the next collection is made of board and tuition. 
That gives u tlw use of thi . , for instance, $47,-

3 0 500.00, by paying interest on it lmt a very short 
t;mo. I o-uess that iR clear enough. 

Q ·well, when you bonow this money, how 
do you o-oi it from tho thrno banks~ That is 
·what these men want to know. How clo you get 
the m01wy? A I am authorized by tho Board of 
Director , to borrow that amount of money. 

Q From whom f A To sign the note. r:J..1110 
bank, to sjgn the notr, ,John C. Sharpe, Head-
master, authorizrcl by the Board of Directors, 

4 0 tho bank paying to thrm tho money. 



29 

Q Did or did not the ba11ks ask you to per-
Ronally go on those llotrs? A Until the last 
t,rn year~ I Jrnd to endorse the notes mysrlf 
personally. 

Q And had anybody rl~e, in the meantime, in 
other yea rs, endorsed notes? A Dr. Vail. 

Q At those banks 1 A Yes. 
Q It was upon the note of the institution 

got ten from you, givrn by you as headmaster, 
upon authorization of the Board of Director~, 
and the endorsement of yourself or Dr. Vail, or 
hoih of you, that the moneys have heen oh-
tained f A Yes, sir. 

Q In other words, you and Dr. Vail practi-
rally pnt your o,vn priYatr money pledged for 
the paymrnt of those notes, if the institution did 
Hot gd it or did 110t haYe it, to make good? A 
Yes. 

Q Is that riO'hP A Excepting for the last 
year or two \Yhen I was authorized to sign notes 
m; J olrn C. Slrn rpr, Headmaster. Then I did 
not sign tlwm pel'Sonally, and I did not endorse 
them pcrnonall>·; hut np to that time I did. 

Q 111 the m<'antime the banks always in-
Ristecl on a personal endor~ement A T1lwy di<l. 

Q r11liat made ,rhateYer money~ you had 
workecl for and aC'rnmnlatccl, and from your 
private, Pstak, .·uhjc,ct to the rall of the hank, 
l>y \Yhicl1 to cany tl1e noiP along? A It <lid. 

Q In other ,rnnls, yon would have to pa~· it, 
if the Rehool could 1101 '! A YeR, sir. 

Q llas Uwt prnctieally eontinuecl np to date? 
A Until two or tlll' e year· aero, wlH111 I wa~ 
auihoriz<>d Uiat I could borrow it in that way, lrnt 
mosily wr have taken the easic, t ,my in book-
k(,rping, and I hav<> loa1H'd ihc money in the hank 
on my own account. 

10 
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Q You had to go to the bank and get money 
in your own account to loan the school 1 A 
Yes, sir; took out my Liberty Bonds and put them 
up as collateral. 

Q As collateral; that is, you went to the bank, 
took out your Liberty Bonds, put them up as 

10 collateral for the money loaned to the school, 
making yourself liable 1 A Yes, sir. 

Q Did you get any interest of any kind from 
the institution 1 A On the money I had to bor-
row 1 

Q Yes. A Yes, they paid what I had to pay. 
Q Just what you paid the bank is what you 

got back1 A Absolutely. 
Q Now, during the entire time that you have 

been headmaster here, ·which is some twenty-
2 o nine years, your resignation taking effect, I think 

you said, the 1st of August 1 A Yes. 
Q Has the institution ever been conducted 

for profit 1 A Never. 
Q Now, just explain that fully to tho Board, 

because that is a question here that is raised. 
You say, first, it is not an incorporated school. 
A No, it is owned as a subsidiary to the Presby-
tery of Newton. 

Q As a school opera ting under these trust 
30 deeds, is that right 1 A Yes. 

Q To operate under the conditions and to 
carry out the purposes stated in the trust deeds 1 
A Yes. 

Q Make that clear to the Board, what proper-
ties have been given, if any, to the school, what 
they cover, also what endowments belong to the 
school, what they consist of, and so on 1 A The 
school, as it stands at the present time, has been 
provided by voluntary contributions from other 

40 people. Mr. Blair, you have road the deed 
there-



31 
J olrn G. Sharpe, direct. 

Q That is, Mr. John I. Blair. A Yes, Mr. 
John I. Blair, the deed by ·which he donated the 
lands; Mr. Blair built Insley Hall. He built 
Locke Hall. Mr. D. C. Blair built practically 
Clinton Hall, the gymnasium, and provided a 
heating plant, and all of those things. Probably 
the ·whole thing at a cost, at the time it was done, 10 
of something like $700,000.00. We do not know. 
He did not keep any accounts. He just did it, 
and it is there, and we have our guess about what 
it would cost and practically all-and all of the 
land that ·we own he paid for, about twelve acres, 
in 1898, to the college. l\Ir. D. C. Blair paid for 
the farm which we own here. We use that as a 
dairy farm to produce milk for the school. 

Q And upon ·which you pay taxes, do you 1 A 
Yes, and the farmer on it pays rent to the school. 20 
':l1hose have been the gifts. 

The Chairman: Has there been any other 
person given gifts to it besides Mr. Blaid 

The Witness: No, practically none. 

Q N o·w, what e11do·wment funds ha Ye you, 
moneys that arn actually outright given to the 
school or have been investments, as endowments, 
upon which you draw interest; how much in-
tere t do you draw on your endowment funds 1 
Ld 's put ii ihai ·way. A About twelve thousand 
dollars. It varie from time to time; when a 
security matures and has to be reinvested, the 
monf'y reinvested is u ually at a lower rate. 

Q On account of the fact you cannot get a 
higher rate~ A Yes, unless it is not as safe. 

Q In other words, some of these securities in 
,vhich you had invested, which you had in this 
endowment fund, were purchased or given the 

30 
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srlwol \\·hen the interest rate was highed A 
Severn per rent., six per cont., bui now to invest 
funds at four mid a (rmuter, we are doing prPtty 
·well. 

Q rrlrnt rnto of pnrentage changes from time 
to tjmr, but yon got about t wolw thousand dol-

l O lai·· from tha1, you sayf A Yes, although it 
varies, but i\\'elYe thousa11d is tho maximum ·we 
have bad. 

'l1ho Chairman: And this endowment, 
wlH'l'e did it come from out. ido of John I. 
Blair '? 

l\Ir. Dumout: Voluntary gifts. Outside of 
,John I. Blair, it should be voluntary. Ho 
rm1 tell yon about tlia t. I would like to 

20 lwvc hjm make that clear. 
The Chairman: ""\Vhat js that amount,! 

(J rrell us what that is, Dr. Sharpc1 A 
J ohu I. Blair's gifts i otalled do,rn to orio-inally 
$150,600.00; now, they may liave been ·worth 
$175,000.00 or *'123,000.00; they were 0 ·ivon in 
~Pcurities, and ,Yhon tho ecurities ,rere matured, 
the prncoed8 were inve ·ted in other ecuritie ·, 
bonds or other invo tments, u ually at a less rate 

3 O of interest. 'l1lrnn, th Pm has been about $G0,-
000.00 given us by the alumni toward tho en-
dowment, and we gPt interest 011 about $210,-
000.00; and at tho present time \Ye are getting 
varyincr from four aml a quarter to six per cent. 
on that. 

'l1110 Chairman: This endowment has ac-
cumula tod from tlw time it originally was 
made that much? 

4 o rnw "\Vitnos : "\Vhat do you moan? 
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Mr. Dumont: They have to use the in-
terest for the running of the school. 

The Chairman : What I mean, the endow-
ment first ,ms about what? 

The ·witness: rrhe first given was $10,-
000, $36,000, $50,000, totalled to $150,500.00. 

The Chairman: Then, whatever these 
alumni gifts amount to up to the present, 
that was brought right into this fund, was 
it? 

The Witness: Yes. 
The Chairman: That is ,rhat I am trying 

to o-et at, if anybody had given anything but 
John I. Blair. 

The Witness: About $60,000.00. 

10 

~fr. Dumont: Perhaps I can help you. 20 
rrlie Chairma 11 : Go ahead. 

Q Dr. Sharpe, this $60,000.00 in addition to 
Mr. Blair' gifts, is the entire- A Yes, sir. 

Q -interest from that endo-wment used, or is 
that applied to any particular purpose! A To 
the operation of the chool. 

(~ l i has to be used every year, doPs it not? 
A Oh, ye:, .·ir; it is uot enough. 

Q :Now, Own, that i~ the reason we have this 
dcfieii n11 of ih(\ time? A Yes, sir. 

(~ rrhis deficit ca11not be made up unless it 
he voluntarily made up from contribution · and 
so on 1? A No, uule · we cut down the opera-
tion of the school, nrn it as a cheaper kind of a 
school. 

Q Has any profit of any kind been made by 
i110 chool that has not gone toward th e pupils J? 

A Ah o]utely not. 

30 
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Q Sometimes this will- A (Interrupting.) 
It is all used for the school. Shall I explain 1 

Q Yes, I wish you ·would. I don't want to 
lead you. A This is all used for the expenses 
of the school. 'l1hat means, tuition, board, lodg-
ing, heat and light, necessary replacements, roof-

l O ing the houses, painting, changes and additions 
here and there as the conditions of education 
demand, in the laboratory and so on; everything 
has been turned in every time, every cent we 
have ever had has been turned in and used for 
the school. 

The Chairman: For the betterment of tho 
school, is that the idea~ 

The Witness: For the school, absolutely, 
20 every cent. 

Q Today you are in debt, the school, I mean 1 
A Yes, sir; to the date of July 1st. 

Q Yes, of this year~ A That is not very 
long ago, $15,300.00 at that time; part of that, 
however, is not borrowed money but in mort-
gages, I should say. 

The Chairman: One minute. Dr. Sharpe, 
30 what were you in debt last October? 

40 

Tho Witness: I don't kno,v. 
The Chairman: About that timef 
~l"'he Witness: October~ 
The Chairman: Yes, of last year. 
The "'\Vitness: At the 1st of August, last 

yoar-
~L1he Chairman: What was that 1 
The Witness: (Continuing.) $28,000.00. 

I give tho 1st of August, bocauso that is the 
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end of the fiscal year. The rest of it is cur-
rent, and it is pretty hard to check up. Is 
1hat satisfactory? Does that ansvver it1 

Tho Chairman: Yes, that is perfectly all 
right. 

Q Well, have you made this out of profits 1 
Have you reduced this debt on profits from the 
school 1 You say it was $28,000.00 last August, 
$15,000.00 now. Have you made $13,000.00 to 
reduce that debt? How did you reduce it? A 
The expenses this year ·were just a little less 
than they were last year. This was my last year, 
and I did not make as many changes as I would 
otherwise have done, but I am letting the next 
man do them, leaving a little of it for him to do. 

Q In other words, since you contemplated re-
signing and getting out, you did not carry out the 
usual replacements 1 A Our expenses in re-
pairs and replacements last year . were very 
heavy and this year light, that is all; next year 
they will be pretty heavy again. The new head-
master has got to go and put pretty nearly ne-\\'" 
roofs on a couple of tho hou es up there. I have 
left that for him. 

Q In other words, you want to keep the build-
ings in first-class ·hape all of the time in order 
to meet tho requirements of the deeds 1 A 
Yes. · 

Q An<l you have to do that constantly by 
finding tho money to put them up to date ? A 
Yes, sir; according to the income we receive from 
various sources. 

Q \Vhon you put on these replacements are 
they really improvements or are they taking the 
place of the natural ,Year and tear of the builcl-
i1ws 1 A They are replacements, taking the 

10 
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place of the natural wear and tear, and they are 
improyements inasmu~h as we do things better in 
suecPssivo >~oars than we did the years before. 
Do you wish me to illustrate that 1 

Q Y os. A We bettered the steam plant, 
from 1 he boiler house to Locke Hall, carried it 

1 O from there to Clinton Hall, Locke Hall, Insley 
Ilall; originally they carried it out through pipe 
in a wooden log, which rotted out and tho steam 
pipe burst. That ,\ras in May. We had to do it 
all over again, and instead of carrying it in a 
wooden log, we built a tunnel from the boiler 
house to Locke Hall, carried the pipe through 
1hat, in order to make it accessible, if anything 
goos wro11g with it. '11hat is a replacement, but at 
1ho same time it is an improvement, and it cost 

20 considorablo money. 
· Q In other words, if thi property could be 
sold-it ca 11not bo, of course, under the trus-
tN1S' deed, but if it could be sold, the e re-
placements, as you call them, which are repairs 
really, \Vere really only to make the proper1 y 
available for the use it is intended to be used, do 
they not 1 A Absolutey. 

Q Do they increase, as a matter of fact, the 
dollars and cents value of the buildings? A If 

3 O we sold them out, it would not increase it any. 
(~ It would be simply ·what is expected to be 

there, in other words; is that right "? A Yes. 
Q J ow, doctor, you say that no profit ha 

been made during the twenty-nine years you 
wore there. You are po,·itive of that? A Ab. o--
lutely. 

Q You have had an intimate kno,dodge of 
the books 1 A Yes, sir; certainly. 

Q You have at all times acces and ·uper-
4 O vision over them 1 A Yes, I have. 
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Q Ever~Tthing had to be reported to you? A 
Yes, su. 

Q How much, alone, did you pay your teach-
er , doctor, for instance, last year? What ,vas 
yonr , chool alary list total "? A $55,000.00, and 
we give them lodging and board, with their 
familie , at the school, at the same time. 10 

Q Do you have to do that to get them? A 
Ye., ir; indeed. 

Q Do or do you not have to do that to get 
them, to give them board aud lodging? A I 
want to an wer that a little differently. 

Q You may. A We could get teachers, but 
I mu t have the teachers in the dormitory, in the 
school, to give the chool proper supervision. I 
cannot do it by myself. They would like to live 
out idc,, but they have to live on the grounds, in 2o 
order that tho students may have proper super-
vi ion at all times. 

Tho Chairman: ·what ,rns the salary, say, 
per tcaehor, <luri1w that time? 

Q How many trachor . have you? A "\Vell, 
we had tw nty-two on the Ii ·t. $55,000.00 di-
vided by 22 would be the average. Got the num-
ber thorn? 

;\[r. R a: $2,300.00. 

A ( Co11tinui1io-.) And their board be ides, I 
mean, thrir board and lodging. 

Q Do you or do you not suffer from the kind 
of :alariP you pay? I mean, do you get the 
l>e ,t at tho ·alario you pay, or do you have to 
take ju t the ordinary teacher that i on the 
market? A I would not like to ay we take the 
ordinary t acher . 

80 

40 



10 

38 

J ol1n C. Sharpe) d·irect. 

Q I do not mean to interpret it in that way. 
I mean to put it this way- A We get the best 
teachers we can for the money available. 

Q What I am trying to get at, is the average 
about ·what you pay for? Do you pay the market 
price? A Yes. 

Q Do you suffer any from other institutions 
coming and taking your teachers away from you f 
A We have . . 

Q Has that been much or little f A Well, 
those are relative terms. I should say, not much. 

Q Not so much. Have your teachers, in 
other words, appeared to be very loyal for the 
salaries ihat are paid to them? A Yes, sir; they 
are. 

20 Q Have they goitcu the spirit of the school~ 
Or do some of them lose heart and leave because 
they can go an<l get more money at other places 1 
A Yes. 

Q You kno,v that to be true f A vVhy, yes, 
whenever they have been offered inducements 
greater than ours. 

Q They often come to you, do they, apd show 
you letters f A I learn that in other ways, 
learning it from the schools rather than from 

30 them. They do not exhibit their dealings in that 
way. 

Q Well, as head of the institution, have you 
ever had any of your teachers come io you with 
the statement that here is such an institution 
offers me so much money, showing you the 
letter, and asking you whether or not you could 
grant them higher pay f A Oh, y~s . 
. Q Or whether or not you could not f A Oh, 

yes; there are teachers-one teacher this year-
40 he did not sho·w me the letter. 



I V 

39 
John C. Sharpe, direct. 

Q Do you, doctor 1 Answer the question 1 A 
Yes, sir; this year. 

Q That is a frequent occurrence 1 A Every 
year. 

Q Every year, is it1 A Yes, sir. 
Q Yes. A Two " 'ithin the last two months 

that I had anyway. 
Q From your frequent examination of your 

books, do you or do you not know whether the 
amount of money paid by a hoy, who pays full 
tuition, board, salary, instruction, everything 
else-hoard, eating, heating, laundry, instruction, 
everything you can think of, for his upkeep- 1 
For in ·tance, if I were a pupil there, and I came 
there and paicl you a thousand doilar , would that 
represent all the expen e I was to cost you during 
the year, or would it represent a portion of it 1 A 
If we regard our property as of any value, ancl 
regain entire interest on that, the student's aver-
}1ge is 78 per cent. of :what they · get. 

Q In other words, the student gets 22 per 
cent. more from you than he pays 1 A Yes, sir. 

Q That applies to those that pay and to those 
that do not pay; that is the averagef A Ex-
actly. 

Q How many boys have you got there that you 
are actually helping1 A Sixty- ix boys receive 
concession . 

Q rrhe e concessions are figured in in this ,? 
A Amounted to $24,950.00. 

Q In other words, for this number of boys la t 
year, and "·ho ,rnre deserving boys, you gave 
$24,950.00, ,vhich came from the general fund ,? 
A Yes, sir. All resident boys in Warren County, 
and Sussex County, receive a reduction of $100.00. 
If your boy come here, and you are a resident 

]0 

20 

30 

40 
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of Warren County, you receive a gift of $100.00 
on our charge of $1,000.00. 

The Chairman: It has amounted to that 
much for these two counties; is that right "? 

The Witness: Yes, sir. 
10 

Q Now, then, is there any discrimination 
made 1 Suppose any of fhese gentlemen were a 
clergyman, and tlwy had sons or daughters, under 
the original deed, what had to happen to those 
sons and daughters 1 Suppose Mr. Smith or l\rr. 
Dick or our third member (Mr. Walling) there1 
A You mean a pastor's boy 1 

Q Yes. A They receive board and tuition 
free. If it is a girl, we send her to another 

20 school, pay the money out directly to another 
school. We had ix this last year. 

Q In otlwr words, .if a minister has a daughter 
he has, . under the deed, the right to send that 
daughter to Blair Academy? A Yes, sir. 

Q And Blair Academy is not run as a co-
educational school, so that Blair would have to 
take that pupil and put her in an institution which 
is a school for girls, and you will then pay her 

3 0 tuition there 1 A Yes, sir; we sent Mr. 
chrnghier to Mrs. Fuller's School for Girls, the 
pa ·tor'.- daughter right here. 

40 

The Chairman: You have been doing that 
right no,Y1 

r.rhe Witnes : Oh, ye . vVe had as many 
a •jx in one year. Fortunatrly, it Joesn 't 
run that way every year. 

The Chairman: I was wondering if that 
i a matter of practice. 
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Mr. Dumont: They have to do it, because 
this was given for both sexes, and it was 
not intended to be otherwise, but in the mean-
time it ·was found best to not have a co-
educational institution here at Blair, and ar-
rangements were made by the Board of Trus-
tees a!1d Managers to take care of the 1 0 
daughters of ministers in that way, by send-
ing them to a school for girls. 

rrhe Witness: We actually have to pay out 
that money. Ministers' sons, of any denomi-
nation, or any location, in addition, receive 
a discount of $250.00. 

Q ·well, now, after the fire, to show how 
new buildings are gotten, I \Yant to show now 
just how you got, we will say, your last building; 
Clillton Hall, after the fire, it was not insured 
for a ufficient amount, was iU A No. 

Q NO\\·, what happened; how did you get the 
new Clinton Hall¥ A In round numbers, we had 
insurance of $40,000.00; it vms estimated it would 
cost $80,000.00 to restore it. l\Ir. J. Insley Blair 
gave us the $40,000. It costs us $89,000.00. Thr 
morning aftcir it was announced, l\Ir. Essex, by 
·way of illustration, telephoned me that he had 
a wire from his son, Paul, and his son Paul 
wished him to pay over a hundred dollars to us 
from some fund. he had. He said, I wish to 
give you a tl1 ousand dollars in addition to that 
toward the restoration of. this building, and the 
$9,000.00 were about made up in that way. 

Q That is, your insurance, Mr. Blair's gift, 
and voluntary contributious rebuilt Clinton Hall? 
A Yes, and the refurnishing cost, which was-
we regarded it as a replacement-refurnishing 
rame out of the o-rneral fund of the school-

20 

30 

40 
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Q Yes, how much was that f A A couple of 
thousand dollars or three thousand dollars. 

Q Now, let's go back for a moment; for the 
day pupils here in Blairstown, or from Belvidere, 
if they might come by automobile, what do you 
get out of them per pupil for the year, for the 

lO ·whole yead A Sixty dollars a year. 

The Chairman: How much f 
The Witness: Sixty dollars a year. 

Q So that that would be a cost of how much 
per week f Your school is in session how many 
·weeks f A Thirty-five. 

Q So that that would be a cost of 35 into $60.-
001 A Yes, sir. 

20 Q Or a little less than $2.00 a week f A Yes. 
Q Does the day pupil get all of the facilities 

that the other boy has who pays a thousand f A 
Except he does not sleep there and eat there. 

Q Yes; he has all of the use of the equip-
ment there, is that right, such as ihe gymnasium 
and so on f A Yes. 

Q Of ihe boy ·who pays a $1,000.00? A Yes, 
SH. 

Q How many day pupils have you there now~ 
30 A Fifteen, I guess. 

Mr. Rae: Fifteen, yes. 

Q That number varies, of course f A Yes. 
Q They u ually come from the vicinity here~ 

A In the neighborhood. 
Q Yes. A That is not enough for what he 

gets. 
Q Yes, all of this proves that, of course, is 

40 another source of not getting ufficient mcome, 

f 

'( ' 
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isn't iU That is ·what you mean 1 A The tui-
tions should be higher for day pupils, yes. 

Q The boy gets a value of how much for what 
he pays 1 A We pay out about $300.00 for the 
tuition, $200.00 in actual money, without counting 
the supervision, teachers' families, $200.00 for 
the tuition of each one without counting the 10 
question of heat, light, water, gymnasium facili-
ties, athletic field, etc. 

Q So that the boy is actually presented with 
at_ least $140.00 beyond what he pays 1 A Bet-
ter count that $300.00. 

Q Well, say $300.00. A $240.00 beyond 
what he-

Q -what be pays 1 A -he pays, gift, over 
and beyond that, to every boy that comes there. 

The Chairman: That a pp lies to every 
boy1 

The Witness: Yes. 

Q To any boy at all 1 A Yes, and if he 
hasn't the money, we take him any ·way. 

Q You mean that, doctor 1 1\ No boy in the 
community has ever been cleniecl the opportu-
nity. 

The Chairman: Whether they have money 
or not? Whether they don't pay, they get 
two hundred dollars in value; is that the 
idea~ 

The Witness: Sure, the Methodist mm-
ister 's boys here have always had it. 

Q That doosn 't discriminate bot-ween any 
denomination at an, A Absolutely none. 

Q So the school is not run as a denomina-
tional school t A No. 

20 

30 

40 
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Q That is, to say, any boy can come, whether 
Catholic, Protestant, Hebrew or any other? A 
We are a little careful of Hebre-ws just nov,; 
they multiply too fast. 

Q Assume that any boy, I mean, ordinarily 
- A Yes. 

10 Q -regardless of his religion, he can come 
up- A Yes, sir. 

Q -there and receive and get all of the 
benefits of the school? A Yes. 

Q And if he hasn't got the money, you 
give him a chance anyhow? A Yes, we have 
never refused anybody. 

Q Let me ask you about these summer con-
ferences. What do they do? For instance, the 
people up here now, that are having conferences 

20 in the school. How is that run? Explain that 
to the Board. A It is called the New Jersey 
School of Christian Education, and they applied 
to us for the privilege of the u ' e of our grounds, 
hcru.sing facilities, etc., which we granted to 
them. We are the housekeepers, the hotel-
keepers, so to speak, and we provide them with 
everything that they need. They conduct their 
own program, and they pay us at the rate of 
$2.00 a day for lodging, board, use of our regis-

30 tration building, gymnasium, athletic fields, and 
have the same privileges and use of the property 
that our students during the school year proper 
have. 

Q You get $2.00 per day per person ,? A 
Yes. 

Q For the actual days they are there? A 
Yes. 

Q And it would not matter, if you \vere up 
here all summer, at that rate. That helps to 

4 0 pay what? A The overhead charges. "\Ve ha Ye 
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to keep the roof on the houses in the summer 
time, pay our insurance, our help, because we 
lla ve to keep the thing up ; we have to take care 
of our campus, athletic field, throughout the 
summer time. If we did not, when the fall 
would come around, it would be grown up with 
weeds, and would take a considerable time and 10 
expense to put them in shape again. 

Q Then whatever profit, if any, you can 
make out of them by charging them $2.00 a day 
for three meals and all of the benefits they get 
there, are used for the over head expense in 
maintaining the school 1 A For maintaining 
the school, replacements-

Q Yes 1 A Re placemen ts and all else. 
Q Or anything they may damage due to their 

being there, or the boys 1 A Yes. 20 
Q Now, you have just said that these parties 

themselves run their own convention, conference, 
or program, whatever it may be. By that you 
mean just what1 A Well, they have their 
religious services, conducted by leaders which 
they bring there, people of high standing in 
their profession, and classes just now on methods. 
They a 1·e conducting two literary schools in the 
town and have had the school children from 
the neighborhood attend the school they are con- 30 
ducii11g down at the Presbyterian Chur "ch and 
the Methodist Church. It is conducted for the 
benefit of the children, for literary practice, 
so that those who are studying may observe 
their methods. It is a sort of a model school. 
'rhc town gets the benefit of that, and the tmn1 
appreciates it very, very highly. 

Q In other words, all of the program that 
these people conduct here has really nothing 
to do with the school 1 A .1. o. 40 
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Q And the school itself does not conduct any-
thing here in connection ·with that conference 1 A 
Except we provide the facilities for them, and 
they carry out their own program, very much 
like as a teacher during the school day. 

Q Well, the Blair faculty are not engaged in 
1 O teaching any of them 1 A No, except one man 

stays here to help me guide it and direct it. 
It really runs itself. 

Q Well that is supervision of all those people 
being here, but no man is employed by Blair as 
a director- A No. 

Q -or in any way employed by these parties 1 
A No. 

Q What can you say, in brief, as to the 
salaries which you pay here as compared with 

2o- other schools 1 A I think I can speak rather 
favorably, not as much as some pay, more than 
some others pay. 

Q Do you get the best that is obtainable on 
what you are able to pay 1 A Yes, sir. 

Q Now, doctor, if the Board found, as a 
matter of fact, that this school should be taxed, 
and you were compelled to pay the tax that is 
handed you, the taxbill that is handed you for 
this year, and which you gave to the Board of 

3 0 Trustees, where would you get the funds to pay 
the $40,000.00 tax 1 A I suppose we would 
borrow that, and have that much more deficit, 
unless-

Q Eventually, ·what would it lead to 1 Could 
or could not the school operate 1 A The school 
could not operate. 

Q Where would you have to get this $40,-
000.00 f A I do not know. 

Q Well, would it be, if you got it at all, by 

40 
voluntary contributions 1 A Oh, yes. Unless 
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we reduced our scale of operation, gave them 
less food or poorer food, lowered the salaries 
of the teachers, lowered the salaries of the 
janitors and the help, in the summer. 

Q There would have to ·be readjustments all 
along the line 1 A It would be a ruinous ad-
justment. 

Q Well, it would injure the school, would it 
not~ A It certainly would, unless somebody 
would come forward to pay it. 

Q And there is no possible way that you know 
of, except by voluntary contributions, that such 
tax could be paid; is that right~ A Not with-
out allowing the school to deteriorate so that it 
would go down and down and it would not be 
worth anything. 

Q Then you would not be fulfilling the con-
ditions of the trust, would you~ A Absolutely 
not; we are required to maintain a school of 
high standard, and we have tried to matain the 
best school we could at the lowest possible rate. 

Q '\Vhen a boy applies to you from any state, 
or any town in this state, or any state in the 
United State , comes here and ·he makes the 
situation clear to you and he shows that he can-

10 

20 

not come here unless certain reductions are 
made, how much consideration is given to such 30 
a request, and how do you meet it, if you can~ 
A There are four conditions; first, the boy must 
be of ufficient metality and ability, combined 
with industry, to give promise of an attainment 
of a rea onable tanding in the school; he must 
be of a character which would make him a good 
acquisition in the school; he must show that 
he cannot otherwise go to school, unless he 
had assistance; last and least important, he must 
render any service that we ask. That service ·40 
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that a boy can render is a very minor thing, stay 
in the waiting room and run errands, some-
thing like that. That $24,950.00 I gave here 
would mean a force of secretaries. I could for 
$2,000.00 a year get all of the assistance they 
can render me. But wheu they do that, it helps 

10 them to maintain their self-respect, and they 
are very glad to do something to show their 
appreciation, which results in that I have had 
to do a great deal of work by child labor. I did 
the work and they got the credit of the service, 
and the boys have done the best they could, but 
they are of very little use in reality. 

20 

30 

Q Such boys have turned out to be a credit to 
the school, have they, doctod A Yes, very 
often. 

Q Doctor, such boys u ually prove good, do 
they not~ A Oh, yes. 

Q And make your best pupils~ A Some 
wonderful fello-ws. 

The Chairman: In other words, they 
are working their way through~ 

The Witness: They call it '' working their 
way through,'' but they cannot work, their 
work is not of any value. I have to send 
them out for exercise after school. It 
is only on odd jobs that they can help. 

The Chairman: But that is the term gen-
erally used, is it not~ 

The Witness: Yes, but it is usually work-
ing the school or working the principal. 

Q But they are deserving boys~ A Surely. 
Q Those that you can, you take them in to 

40 give them the opportunity1 A Yes. 
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Mr. Dumont: I think that is all. 
The Chairman: Now, Mr. Rosecranz, any 

cross examination 1 
Mr. Rosecranz: Yes. 

Cross examination by Mr. Rosecranz. 

Q These boys, doctor, that make their way 
through, that you partially support, are they 
usually boys who have special athletic ability1 
A No. 

Q Well, do you make reductions for boys who 
have a special athletic ability 1 A Absolutely 
not. 

Q Whenever it is necessary, do you do it 1 
A No. 

10 

Q Don't you ever do it 1 A No, that is not 20 
taken into account by us. Shall I explain the 
matter! 

Mr. Dumont: Yes, go ahead. 

A (Continuing.) If he is too active in taking 
part in athletics, he is not living the spirit of 
the school, doing what he can. Oh, no, very few 
of them,-very few of the 66 took any signal 
part in athletics; but everybody has to do some- 30 
thing, understand, whether he pays or doesn't 
pay. 

Q V{ ell, some of the boys who are taking an 
active part in athletics, aren't they among those 
who do not pay the full tuition fee 1 A Some 
are, some are not. But they are not taken 
on that account. I get a great many letters, 
asking me if we have any athletic scholarships. 
Some schools must have them or that question 
would not be asked. I always an ~ wer the letter 40 by saying, no. 
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Q But, as a matter of fact, there are out of 
those 66 pupils up here at Blair Academy that 
signally play in athletics, who get a reduction 
in their tuition 1 A Yes, we do not discrim-
inate against them, but we do not favor them. 

Q Well, you like to have a good team, don't 
10 you 1 A Oh, yes. 

Q A winning team? A The best team that 
we can get. 

Q It is a credit to the school 1 A Yes, sir; 
and we usually have it, too. 

Q You try to get good athletes 1 A We do 
not ask them to come because they are athletes 
at all; we do not ask anybody to come, as far 
as that is concerned, excepting through our 
advertisements. 

20 Q These three deeds introduced here, contain-
ing about eleven or twelve acres, I believe, are 
they the only deeds to the school property 1 A 
Oh, no. Those are deeds to the property on 
which the school buildings stand, and the prop-
erty which is in question now. 

Q What other property does the school own 
besides the eleven acres or-1 A Well, we 
own the property at Paulina where our laundry 
is situated and where the large pump is supply-

30 ing the water; we own this mill that is in use 
down here and the--; we had to buy the mill to 
protect the things which are to come later. That 
was paid for by Mr. D. C. Blair. We own the 
farm, paid for by Mr. D. C. Blair, which use 
has been explained. 

40 

Q How many acres in the campus, so called 1 
A The land has been purchased in small pieces 
around-about, largely for protection of the cam-
pus, and never was surveyed, but my estimate 
is that ·we have about 300 acres, all told, and 
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the athletic field, grounds on which the buildings 
stand, occupy approximately fifty acres. "\Ve 
pay tax on all of the rest. 

Q Well, don't you advertise in the catalog 
that you have about a hundred acres for school 
purposes, used for a campus 1 A We count 
the hills back there as campus. They can use 
the whole three hundred acres, if they wish. It 
has a dairy farm use, it is largely in grass, 
and there is a great deal of woods on it. That is 
only a general statement. 

Q Well, you do advertise that you have about 
a hundred acres in a campus 1 A Oh, yes; I 
am speaking conservatively in answer to your 
question. 

Q No, I mean, what do you advertise that 
you have in the campus 1 A Well, we say a 
hundred acres; I might correct my statement 
to say a hundred acres instead of fifty acres. 
I am trying to be as exact as I can, if that is 
any point. 

Q To whom are these other deeds, for the 
balance of the acreage, over the eleven or twelve 
acres represented by the deeds introduced, made 
out 1 A Made out to the Board of Directors 
appointed by the Presbytery of Newton. 

Q Have you the deeds for those~ A Yes. 
Q "\Vill you produce those 1 A Sure. 
Q Are they up at the school 1 A I think 

nearly all of them. Occasionally somebody bor-
ro-ws a deed for some purpose, to study it. 

Q vVell, will you produce those 1 A Surely. 
Q NO\\', the school itself is not incorporated, 

as I understand you to say 1 A No. 
Q The Pre bytery of Newton is incorporated 1 

A Yes, sir. 

10 
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Q In what state is it incorporated 1 A I 
assume in New Jersey. 

Mr. Dumont: New Jersey. We haven't 
that certificate here, but we can get it. It 
is a well known fact, however. 

10 Mr. Rosecranz I couldn't find it. 

20 

30 

Mr. Dumont: Where did you look for 
it, Warren County1 

Mr. Rosecranz: Sussex, I should think, 
if it is in Newton. * * * I was down 
to the Secretary of State's office, to have 
them search there, but they couldn't find 
anything. 

Mr. Dumont: How long back did you 
search 1 I think you will find these records 
of the churches run back further than some 
things they have got at Trenton. 

( Continued discussion.) 

Q The deed to the property, according to 
the trust deeds, is in trustees, isn't it 1 A Yes, 
sir. 

( Continued discussion.) 

Q These particular deeds are to trusteees, 
aren't they~ A Yes, appointed by the Presby-
tery. 

Q The title is in the trustees, i n 't iU A 
Yes. 

fr. Dumont: It ays, for and on be-
1rnlf of the Pre. ·b)·tery of N c-wton. 

Q The deed is in trust for the uses and pur-
poses described in them 1 A Yes, and their 

4 0 successors. 
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Q Yes, and their successors as trustees 1 A 
(No answer.) 

Q So therefore the title to the property it-
self is in trustees, and the method of appoint-
ment of trustees is-

Mr. Dumont: Fixed in the trust deeds 
conveying the property. 

Q -fixed in the deed, and the appointment 
of the successors to the original trustee is by 
the Presbytery of Newton, is that correct 1 A 
Yes, sir. 

Q So that the title is not in the Presbytery 
of Newton but the appointment of successors 
to the trustees is placed in the Presbytery of 
Newton f A Yes, sir; they appoint the trustees. 

Q The title is in trusteees 1 

Mr. Rosecranz: The deeds speak for 
themselves. 

Mr. Rosecranz: I am trying to explain 
that. 

The Chairman: The point that you are try-
ing to get at is that the in titution is not 

10 

20 

incorporated, as far as you know. 30 
Mr. Rosecranz : I am trying to find in 

whom the title is vested, as I understand 
the title is v~sted. I am not arguing this 
1w-w, but I wanted to bring that out. 

Q Have you a copy of the audits for the past 
several years made by the school f A I will 
have records made of them. 

Q Well, you have audits made each year 1 A 
Ye , to determine the correctne s of the accounts. 40 
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Q In whose possession are the audits~ A 
They are sent to the Board of Directors. 

Mr. Dumont: They have been burned up. 
They did not leave the school. They have 
all been burned up, as I told you, prior to 

1 o this fire. 

20 

Mr. Rosecranz: I know, but I mean sub-
sequent to the fire, after the fire. 

The Witness: Made for the benefit of the 
directors. 

Q Will you produce those audits~ A I do 
not know whether I can, or not. 

Mr. Dumont: We ·will produce the origi-
nal books. That is far better than the 
audits. The Board can designate anyone 
they may choose to make the audit, if they 
wish. 

Mr. Rosecranz: Do you object to pro-
ducing the audits 1 

Mr. Dumont. I cannot guarantee the 
audits. I can guarantee the books from 
which audits could be made, so that if the 
Board wanted to designate anybody that 

3 O it wishes, and they can go over the records 
to the fullest extent. It is not a very difficult 
thing to do, is it, Mr. Rea 1 

Mr. Rea: No. 
Mr. Dumont: You have got all of the 

record back to the date of the first, you 
· know, as I stated prior to-or after 192~. 

Mr. Rea: August 1, 1922. 

Q What did you pay for last year's auditf 
40 A I do not know. 
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Mr. Rosecranz: I object to that; I do 
not see how that is material. 

( Extended discussion.) 

Q Have the audits since the fire been de-
stroyed 1 A Not that I know of. 

Q Where are they at 1 A I do not have 1 O 
them; they are sent to the Board of Directors. 

Q Who is the Secretary of the Board of 
Directors 1 A Dr. Vail. 

Q He is here1 A Yes. 
Q Have you those figures agam that you 

were talking about 1 A What figures 1 
Q In regard to the loans. 

The Chairman: You had a little slip. 
Mr. Dumont: You had a little slip with 20 

the list of loans on it. 

Q Loans, etc. 

Mr. Dumont: I ·would like it clearly un-
der tood, gentlemen, right here, that any-
thing that you wish to go in to in detail is 
at your disposal. That is the reason I 
spoke as I did. 

A You can look at that (producing paper). 
Q From what figures did you get these ? 

A From the books. 
Q Did you get it from the hooks, A o, 

sir; from the accountant; that wa. thr amount 
of money borrowed on those dates. 

Q When was the fire, doctor 1 A Eighth 
of December, 1922. 

Q At that time there was loans to the school. 

30 

IIo·w much did the school contribute to the re- 4 0 
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furnishing and rebuilding of this Clinton Hall 
that was not contributed by Mr. Blair and re-
ceived from the fire insurance? A And others? 

Q Yes. A Oh, about from four or five 
thousand dollars in furniture. 

Q That came out of the general school fund? 
10 A Yes. 

Q Or receipts, what you had left over? A 
That was new furniture instead of old furniture 
that ,vas burnt up, some of it had been in use 
twenty years or more. 

Q Last year you built the dormitory named 
by the boys ''----"1 A Yes. 

Q What is the official name for that? A 
East Hall. 

Q What did that cost? A About $48,000.00. 
20 Q Where did you get the money to build 

that? A Recognized there, part of it is not 
paid for yet. 

Q Is that partly represented by the loans~ A 
Yes, sir. 

Q Where did you get the balance of the 
money. A From proceed , endowments. 

Q Proceeds, general fund of the school? A 
General fund, yes. 

Q That was built last year? A 1926, yes. 
3 o Q When was the work done on this East 

Hall-principally done? A The summer of 
1926; part of it is charged into the accounts of 
1925, part of it 1926. I should say, August 1st 
came just about in the midst of the operation; 
part of 1925 deficit is from East Hall, part of 
it in 1926, about half and half. 

Q Was there anything pe11t on East Hall 
prior to August 1925? A Recently? 

Q No, prior to August 1925? A Oh, yes; 
ten thousand dollars spent on it at one time, 40 to go to the Blair Brothers. 
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Q Yes, but I mean in this recent rebuild-
ing of East Hall. A We began that in 1926. 

Q So that the expenses for East Hall were 
not taken out of the fund until 19261 A It 
·would come out of the year 1925, '26, 1926, 1927; 
our fiscal year begins at the 1st of August. 
Q Yes? A And the building was about-was 1 O 
partially done at August 1st, so some of that 
went into the year previous, and some into this 
year. 

Q What part was done before August 1, 19261 
A I couldn't tell you; we were in the process 
of building from the foundation up to the roof. 
We were working on it, beginning on the 9th of 
June, and had nearly completed it on the 20th 
of September. I cannot tell you where we were. 

Q Were most of the replacements taken out 20 
after August 1, 1926, on the building 1 A I 
couldn't tell you that. You can get that frum 
reference to the books, I suppose, about half, 
something like that,-more than half perhaps. 

Q More than half ·was taken out after Sep-
tember 1926? A Perhaps. 

Q What was the completed cosU A $48,-
000.00 

Q On August 1, 1926, you say your bank loans 
were $28,000.001 A Yes, sir; you have it there. 30 

Q Ye . A It is just a I got it from the 
accountant. 

Q How much money did you have in the bank 
then 1 A ·what is that 1 

Q How much money did you have in the 
bank then, on deposit? A Oh, none. vVe never 
have any money in the bank. When w borrow 
it, we borrow it a we have to borro,Y it. ·why 
should you borrow money and keep it in th 
bank? 40 
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Q Didn't you have any balance m the bank 
at all? A He might have it. 

Mr. Rea : Not over a thousand dollars. 

A (Continuing.) We might have a small 
account. I cannot make it come out even every 
time; I do as nearly as possible. 

Q July 1, 1927, your loans were $9,000.00? 
A No, sir; I added an item there. He will 
let you see. 

Q Oh, a mortgage, which has to be added? 
A Yes. 

Q Which you owe? A 1Ve have to add that 
mortgage, but I just forgot it. 

Q Well, that mortgage then was in effect 
in 1926, too, wasn't it 1 A Yes. 

20 Q So that in 1926, it could have been added 
to the· $28,000.00 as well, could it? A I don't 
know whether it was added in, or not; I cannot 
tell you that. 

Q Well, do these figure represent bank loans? 
A Yes, yes, right. 

Q In 1926 you have here $28,000.00? A 
Yes; then the mortgage was not added there; I 
gue s we forgot that. 

Q So then if the mortgage had been added, 
30 it would have been $34,000.001 A Yes. 

Q In 1927 it was $15,000.00? A Yes. 
Q So there was a difference of $19,000.00 

lovYer than that of Augu t previous? A What-
ever it is, we have to pay for it. 

Q I that correct? A You have the paper. 
Q Then, in addition to that, you spent in 

those two years about forty some thou and 
dollars for East Hall 1 A Yes. 

Q And reduced the loans approximately $19,-
40 000.00? A Ye ; those are two years. 
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Q What building was erected in the year 
previous to East Hall? A Clinton Hall. 

Q When was the development of the old barn? 
A Yes, sir; when we had the fire, we had to 
change the barn into a recitation room, put a lot 
of money in that, but that did not add any-
thing to the value of the property at all; that is 
a clear loss. 

Q Where did the money come from to im-
prove the barn? Did that come out of the gen-
eral fund? A Out of the general fund, yes; 
we had to have a recitation building in order 
to have school, we had to figure a way to take 
care of the classes. 

Q How much did that cost 1 A About 
$2,900.00, to charge it off to school purposes. 

Q Is West Hall the building near the 
gymnasium? A Yes. 

Q When was that built? A About 1912. 
Q Where was the money received to build 

that? Was that out of the general fund? A 
That was carried as a sad debt for many years 
u~1til I could reduce it from such funds as came 
to me, on my O\vn responsibility. 

Q Was . that paid for out of general fund 
principally? A From the fund and gifts; I 
cannot discriminate there at all. 

Q Well, were there any considerable gifts ? 
A No. 

Q It was mostly out of ihe general fund? A 
Mostly, I suppose; I cannot go back that far. 

Q Well, to the best of your recollection ? A 
Yes, it was, with minor gifts. 

Q Now, in regard to the conferences, how 
many children did you have there last year all 
told? A There were perhaps two thousand 
people there, I don't know; 1,800 or 2,000. 

10 

20 

30 

40 
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Q That is during the previous year, this 
last summer 7 A Yes. 

Q 19267 A Yes. 
Q If you hadn't these conferences, you would 

have had to operate the school, that is retain 
most of the help anyway, wouldn't you 7 A 

1 O Oh, a good many of them; yes. 
Q Because you cannot lay them off during the 

summer; that is overhead, isn't it 7 A Yes. 
They are very glad to find employment during 
the summer. 

Q The laundry ,Yhich you operate at Paul-
ina- A Yes, sir. 

Q -do you allow laundry from town or 
anyone else to be sent there, and the public 
generally 7 A Yes, for an accommodation ; they 

2 0 have asked us too often. 
Q Do you charge for that service 7 A Yes, 

we do not wash clothes for nothing. 
Q Does that go into the general fund- A 

Yes. 
Q -of the school 7 A Yes. -
Q You cut ice on Blair Lake m the win tor 

time7 A Yes. 
Q Do you sell part of that ice 7 A We dis-

tribute it about at cost to the people for an 
3 O accommodation. 

Q What do you charge for that1 A Sixty-
five cents a ton delivered on the platform. 

Q The public comes there and takes it from 
the platform on their trucks 1 A Yes. 

Q Where does the money go that is received 
for the ice, Into the general fund of the school 7 
A To help pay for the upkeep of the tools we 
use and the labor that we employ at the time. 
Those men have to be paid. Buy new tools, 

40 and so on. 
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Q Does that go into the general fund of the 
school? A Just as the expense comes out of 
the general fund, the receipts they go into the 
general fund; "·e do not make any distinct 
account of it. 

Q How much rent will you receive from the 
farm 1 A $600.00. 1 O 

Q Per year 1 A Yes, sir. 
Q Do you receive anything else from the 

farm by way of rent 1 A No. 

The Chairman : Is that farm taxed? 
The Witness: Yes. 
Mr. Dumont: We pay taxes on that. 

Q What are the taxes on the farm 1 A I 
do not know. 20 

Mr. Dumont: The bookkeeper will tell 
you that. 

The Chairman : The assessor is here, isn't 
he? 

A (Continuing.) 
able to answer that. 
$9,000.00, I think. 

The assessor ought to be 
It is assessed for about 

The Witness: I want to say a word 
about that ice business, if I may. 

The Chairman: You may. 
The Witnes : When ·we built the lake, 

the people wanted to have ice from it. I 
aid, '' Certainly, help yourself.'' Every 

school boy came and complained that one 
man "hogged the ice." I said, "It is up to 
you fello,vs, you own it, you manage it; it is 

30 

up to you.'' rrhe next year I said, ''You come ~O 
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and cut the ice and put it down over the 
chute,'' so they agreed to that, and we finally 
decided that the only proper way to handle 
the ice was to cut the ice ourselves and 
charge them 65 cents a ton, placed on the 
platform, which will not any more than pay 

1 O the expense of the tools, upkeep, and so 
on. 

Q Well, does the school cut the ice from 
this same pond 1 A Yes, sir. 

Q When did you first establish the rate 
of 65 cents or charge for the ice 1 A Oh,, I do 
not know; it used to be more than that; I cannot 
tell you. 

Q Well, a good many years agof A Oh, 

20 yes; three or four years ago, perhaps, the rate 
was a dollar a ton. 

Q I mean, you have been charging for this, 
for ten or fifteen years, haven't you, for the 
ice1 A Yes. 

Q So that it has not been of recent origin 1 
A No. 

Q Only the change of rate1 A Only we 
made the rate lower; when we found out we 
could do it, we accommodated the people at a 

3 0 
lower rate. We used to charge a dollar, I re-
mrmber. 

Mr. Rosencranz : Have you got the field 
tax list here, Joe~ 

Mr. Dugan: Yes, ·what do you want~ 
Mr. Rosecranz: On the farm, the amount 

of money-current taxes~ 
Mr. Dugan: On the farm~ 
Mr. Rosecranz: Yes. 

40 :Mr. Dugan: $9,000.00 i the land. 
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Mr. Rosecranz: What 1s the amount of 
money, it was, about 1 

Mr. Dugan: $9,000.00. 
Mr. Rosecranz: That is, the tax assess-

ment is a little over two hundred dollars t 
Mr. Dugan: Yes, $244.80. 1 O 
The Chairman: I would like to have the 

assessor for a minute. 
Mr. Rosecranz: Very well. I may con-

tinue the cross examination of Dr. Sharpe 
lated 

The Chairman: Oh, yes. 
(Witness withdrawn.) 

JOSEPH A. DUGAN, produced as a witness on 
behalf of the Township, having been first 
duly sworn, was examined by the Chairman, 
and testified as follows: 

Q Now, this farm, how many acres are there 
in that , which you have assessed here? A My 
own lists calls for-

20 

Q State all of the things you have assessed 30 at the Blair school. A Well, I have the farm; 
that is what you want now. 

Q What is the farm now 1 A 149 acres. 
Q At how much per acre, A $9,000.00. I 

have the Bonnell house for $4,000.00. 

By Mr. Dumont. 

Q ·where is the Bonnell hou e? A Right 
here where :Mr. Bonnell u ed to live; I guess 
they call it their infirmary, now, don't you? 40 
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Q It is used for an infirmary. That pays 
taxes 1 A Yes, sir; assessed for $4,000.00. I 
have Brown's house, right this side of it,-

By the Chairman. 
Q What is your average acreage assessed at 10 in Blair Township1 A Well ,take it down 

through this flat, from fifty to sixty dollars. 
Q You are assessing it at about the same 

average that the others are 1 A Yes, acc9rding 
to their buildings. 

Q What other assessments than the infirm-
ary 1 A Then we come- to the Bro,vn 's house, 
$4,000.00. 

20 By Mr. Rosecranz. 

30 

40 

Q What is that used fod A It was a 
dormitory, but it will be used as a teacher's 
residence. Then, they have the old parsonage 
up here; that is assessed for $2,500.00. 

Q Who lives in that1 A I don't know, I 
don't believe-that has been used for school 
purposes, it shouldn't be assessed in accordance 
with the rest of it, but we have never raised 
any question. 

Q That has been used for school purposes, 
too? A Oh, yes, since 1916. 

Q Now, this property has not been assessed 
heretofore f A Yes, sir; this property has. 

Q This property in controversy now, that has 
been asses eel before, has iU A Not the Hall, 
no; not the school part of it. 

Q What i it assessed for now1 

Mr. Dumont: $930,000.00. 
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Q How did you get at that assessment? A 
I ·was instructed to do it by the Township Com-
mittee, and they had some great man here to 
look over it, that gave me what he thought it 
would be worth. 

A Voice : Who was the tax man? 

The Witness: I don't know; they told me 
that. 

Q Then you did that by instruction from the 
Township Committee? A Yes, sir. 

Mr. Rosecranz: And he made the assess-
ment? 

The Witness: Well, in a way. 

10 

Mr. Rosecranz: You didn't assess it? 20 
The Witness: In a way, yes. 

Q The e propertie that are assessed, they 
are ju t about asses ed equally with the other 
properties? A Yes. 

Mr. Dumont: May I ask him a question 
or two? 

The Chairman : Yes. 

Cross exam ,ination by 11fr. Dumont. 

Q Did you inspect the e buildings to make 
)~our a se mcnt on them~ A Oh, yes,-

Q That i an an wer to my question. For 
in. tance, what did you a e.. Clinton Hall! 

The Chairman : 
li ted there; he 
tions. 

He has got them all 
ay that \Va by ins true-

30 

40 
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Mr. Rosecranz: Have you any objection 
to the amount of the tax~ 

Mr. Dumont: Certainly. 
Mr. Rosecranz : I mean, is there any 

appeal from the amount of the tax~ I did 
not understand that to be the appeal. If 
there is any question on the amount, I would 
have gone into that. 

The Chairman: No, there is no question 
on that. That will do, Mr. Assessor. 

Mr. Dumont: We want it distinctly un-
der tood that ,rn are appealing here on a 
special proposition. We thought the Board 
·would bring out this question of analysis of 
the taxes, just as you had just now, and I 
wanted to cross examine him on account 
of a situation that developed there. 

The Chairman: What I am trying to get 
is where did this assessment come from, on 
what property it is, and in ,Yhat way he 
made this assessment. 

l\Ir. Dumont: Yes. 
The Chairman: That 1s what I am try-

ing to get at. 
Mr. Dumont: I thought so, yes. 
The Chairman : If you want to ask him 

any questions on that, you can ask him. 
Mr. Dumont: I simply wanted to ask him 

,Ylwther in reaching thi a. essment, whether 
he had done it entirely upon instructions 
or whether he him elf knew anything about 
the values of the, e buildings. 

Mr. Rosecranz: I haven't any objection 
to his testifying to that. 

The Chairman: The question is, your 
appeal doesn't read for a reduction. 
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Mr. Dumont: The appeal raises objec-
tion to the whole assessment, naturally, and 
the Board has brought that out, as you may, 
under the practice. 

The Chairman: The appeal reads for 
cancellation, doesn't it~ 

Mr. Dumont : Yes, and under the rulings 
you can bring that out. I do not care, you 
can ask him about it. I would prefer that 
you do. 

The Chairman : Can you bring in any 
question as to the legality of the whole 
assessment, according to this~ 

[r. Rosecranz: You are the County 
Board of Taxation. 

Mr. Dumont: Your rights are not limited; 
they are unlimited. 

l\1r. Rosecranz: Is there question on the 
value of the land? 

Mr. Dumont: If these buildings were 
put up for sale if this situation forced Blair 
Hall to di continue, I can say to you truth• 
fully and \Viihont any bluffing about it,-if 
thi , appeal i not sustained and the tax 
a sessment stands, you will have no Blair 
Hall here. That is not a threat. It is a 
fact. There is no place you could collect 
·when ,rn haven't got the money. 

The Chairman: The idea is this, we 
want to find out how this assessment was 
made. 

By the Chairrnmz. 
Q ·w a this a so. sment made as a whole? A 

Yes, ir. 

10 

20 

30 

40 
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Q Or building by building~ A To cover 
the ·whole question, because it was all on one 
lot, on one parcel of land. 

Q There isn't any specific assessment on any 
one building1 A No, sir, if I would to do that 
I would have to do it as a farm, list all of the 

1 O buildings, so much for the barn, so much for 
the corn cribs, and so on. 

Q That is what you are supposed to do. A 
That is what we are supposed to do, but we 
didn't. 

Mr. Rosecranz: Supposed to inspect and 
make it on each building. He admits he 
come in here and didn't make his assess~ 
ment on any one building, but took it at a 

20 lump figure. 
Mr. Rosecranz: I would like to examine 

him. 
The Chairman: You may. 

By Mr. Rosecranz. 

Q Are you acquainted ·with the buildings~ 
You are acquainted with the buildings 1 A Yes. 

Q Did you make any inspection of those 
3 0 buildings! A Not any more than I always 

have ever since I ,mi:; a boy; I have noticed the 
buildings. 

Q Are you acquainted with the campus up 
there 1 A Yes. 

Q Know about how many acres there are in 
the campus 1 A Well, I nevPr saw it sur-
veyed, but I know they adverti , e a hundred. 

Q How many acres in your assessment 1s 
40 there1 A Well, I have a hundred. 
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Mr. Rosecranz: There is no question about 
that. 

Mr. Dumont: Why, there is a question 
about that. These buildings don't cover the 
·whole campus. 

By Mr. Rosecranz. 

Q You do not know how much of that the 
buildings are on, do you 1 Or, did you 1 A 
No. 

Q You do not know whether it is two acres 
or two and a half, or what it is 1 A No. 

Mr. Rosecranz: Any question about the 
buildings being within five acres 1 That 

10 

is ·what we want the Board to have, ,ve 
want to show to the Board, to bring that 20 
out. Or do you agree to that 1 

I\fr. Rosecranz: You are appealing, you 
know. 

The Chairman: If there is no objection, 
,Yo ·will adjourn for dinner, and be back here 
at half-past one. 

(Noon recess.) 

.July 9, 1927; 1 :30 P. M . 

.JOSEPH A. DUGA , resume stand for further 

Cross examination by Mr. Dumont. 

Q In your field book here, have you the acre-
age? A Ye , sir. 

Q ·will you just show me where the assess-
ment i in the field book f A In a special 

30 

column by it ·elf, the number of acres. 40 
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Q Yes. A (Indicating). 
Q· Now, do you know how many acres that 

are upon which these buildings stand 1 A No. 
Q Will you swear it ·was more than five 1 A 

No. 
Q Do you believe it is five 1 A Where 

10 ihe buildings are~ 
Q Yes. A Oh, yes; I would think so; Oh, 

yes. 
Q You believe it is five; ho-w much do you 

believe it is 1 A Just where the buildings 
are1 

Q Just where the buildings are that are 
used for the purpose of the school. A I would 
say, if it was cut out in a square block that 
it would be eighteen or nineteen acres. 

20 Q You would 1 A Yes. 

The Chairman: Is there a map of the 
buildings or the school here 1 

Mr. Dumont: No. We were going to ask 
you to inspect it this afternoon, if you want 
to, the layout up there. 

The Chairman: I thought there might bo 
offered a map of the acreage, where the 
buildings are on it. 

30 Mr. Dumont: Where the buildings are 
on, I do not know, but it would not cover 
m<HP. than a five acre curtilage. I make 
that statement. All other acreage we pay 
on. In other ·words, this hundred acres we 
advertise for a campus might just as well 
be three hundred acres, because they bought 
the farm for the use of it, pay taxes on 
it, and there is no objection to any boy going 
to any part of the farm he pleases, as they 

40 do do. That statement if; simply a mere 
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statement of the facilities the boy gets 
being around the place, but our statement 
shows that the buildings themselves cover 
about five acres, no more. Dr. Sharpe said 
less than that. He is positive of it and he 
knows, although I would not argue that 
myself from personal knowledge. * * * 1 O 
W o . r-y the buildings are within the five 
acres, as und r section 4; they are exempt on 
five acres. The assessment says there is 
a total valuation th re of $900,000 on the 
buildings. 

Q May I ask you to repeat what you said 
when you spoke of your instructions 1 A I said I had been instructed by the-

Q By whom f A By the Township Com- 20 mittee. 
Q At a meeting? A Yes. 
Q To do ,vhat! A ~l1o assess Blair Academy. 
Q Who w re pre ent at that meetingt A 

firhael arroll, Frank -----, or Jolm 

fr. Ro ecranz: Thi has no more rele-
vancy than the que tions I a ked a while 
ago. 30 

A (Continuing.) The committee ·was there. 
Mr. Ro ecranz: I do not object, but it has 

no more relevancy than the que tions I a..:kcd. 

A ( ontinuing.) And the Town lerk. 

The Chairman : vV ell, that 1 the point 
I wanted to bring out, if th Board in truct-
ed him. 40 
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Mr. Dumont: That is just what I wanted 
to bring out for the purpose of the record. 

Q You worked according to instructions 1 A 
No, their suggestions. 

Q Just what do you mean 1 A They did 
10 not furnish the figures. They only said that 

they had been informed that such schools ,vere 
taxable, and I should tax them. 

Q You yourself furnished the figures 1 A 
Yes, sir . . 

Q Where did you get the figures 1 A 
Well, I had talked with people that had build 
buildings such as them; I looked it up after-
wards. I had sufficient time-this meeting was 
in September, and I didn't finish my books, 

20 because we assess on the 1st of October, but 
I didn't finish my books until along in December, 
so that at that time I saw different people, big 
roni racton:;, H11Cl J kin cl of strnck m3~ O"\\' ll figures. 

Q Where did you get your exact figures, in 
round numbers, of $5,000.00 on the land 1 Was 
there any land around here that you charged at 
a thousand an acre 1 A It is not a thousand 
an acre. 

Q You have got $5,000.00 on the land 1 Where 
30 did you get that, from your mind 1 A Ono 

hundred acre , that is $50.00 an acre. 
Q 100 acres, that is ,diat you assessed it 

on1 A Yes. 
Q Where did you get your figures on the 

buildings, amounting to about $900,0001 A I 
saw the big stone buildings on them, and I 
thought surely they were worth-

Q No, we only want to see your record; we 
do not ,vant your thou 0 ·ht . Record of my 

40 thoughts-
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Q No, no; what figures did you take for 
each building that gave you a value here of 
$895,000.00? A I didn't assess each building 
separately. 

Q You did not1 A No. 
Q You didn't visit each building then 1 A 

Oh, yes; I visited each building; oh, yes. 10 
Q Pardon me, just a moment. Let me finish 

my question. I want to hurry on, and so does 
the Board and all of the rest of us. You took 
a general valuation of $895,000.00, did you 1 A 
Yes, sir. 

Q You did not go through the buildings to 
ascertain your figures, but took a total from 
your conversations with other people 1 A I 
had been through the buildings; I helped to build 
them. 20 

Q How long ago 1 A I worked on the big 
huilding there sometime ago, I don't know one 
name from the other, thirty-

Dr. Sharpe : Locke Hall. 
The Chairman : Dr. Sharpe, I do not like 

to interrupt, but I do not want everybody 
to speak to the witness. 

A Continuing.) -to thirty-five years ago, I 
think,-about that. 30 

Q IIo\v lately have you been in the build-
ings up there, Mr. Dugan 1 A Oh, last summer. 

Q Were you all throuo-h all of the buildings¥ 
A 1 , uppose so. 

Q How much did you e timate on each build-
ino- that would lead you to get a total valua-
tion of $895,000.00? A I didn't view the inside 
much lately, but the out ide-

Q Well, did you, according to law look into 
each huildino-, put down your asse sment for 4 o 
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that building, and go through every other build-
ing on the place, and then add your assessments 
for all the buildings, so that you got your total 
of $895,000.001 A No, sir; I never read such 
la,v. 

Q You have got to, in order to properly 
1 O assess and perform your duties, to inspect the 

property, haven't you 1 A My law, so far as 
I have read it, says "he shall investigate and 
duly satisfy himself.'' 

Q Can you satisfy yourself about the value 
of a building without going in it1 A You do 
not need to go into it every time you write your 
book. 

Q Don't you feel that, as an assessor, every 
time you make the assessment for each year, 

20 you , honld go in a place and look it over 1 A 
I do not. 

Q You do not feel that that is what you arc 
supposed to do under the law 1 A No, sir; 
or you would never get done. 

Q You just take, in most cases, the assess-
ment for the year previous, if there is any, 
and let it stand 1 A o, if there is any im-
provements on the property; I look them over 
generally. '11hen afterward, why I try to figure 

30 off, if they have painted a little this year, that 
that will figure off what the building depreciated 
last year. 

40 

Q l\1r. Dugan, may I ask you this f I ,rnnt 
to mak:e it in one question, and one answer. 
Did you make up the as e ment, first by an 
inspection of all of these buildings, fixing a 
valuation upon them, according to your judgment, 
and t]H'll added them up, totalled them 1 A No, 
sir. 

Q How, then, did you get the figure of $895,-
000.00 A From my own good judgment; I 



75 
Joseph A. Ditgan, crnss. 

' I 

thought I was quite a good judge of brick ouild-
rngs. 

Q So that that is all the Board has before 
them now- A Yes, sir. 

Q -your own good judgment, that you :figur-
ed that ~:895,000.00 ,ms the value of these build-
ings? A Yes, sir. 10 

Q "\Vhcu did you consult to get that valua-
tion? A Nobody. 

Q Just fixed it without going into the build-
ings yourself, did you; that is all1? A .. Without 
0 ·oing in, and I think I fixed this just about right. 

Q I didn't ask you that. I asked you whether 
you did it without making separate figures for 
all the buildings? A Yes. · 

Q Just took the total figure of $895,000.00? 
A I didn't fix no separate figures. 2 o 

Q How did you arrive at your personal 
valuation of $30,000.00? A I had been in, and I 
knew that there wasn't much in the boys' bed-
rooms but dressers and beds and part of them 
were built in years ago, and I estimated that 
where there are three or four hundred boys 
that there ·wa about so many dishes and so 
on. 

Q Tow, then, you made that asse sment, as 
I understood you, without going in to inspect 
the property in each of the buildings? A Yes, 
sir; without counting the dishes. 

Q You made that :fio-ure as $30,000.00? A 
Ye .. 

Q Do you know, a~ a matter of fact, ·what 
per. onal property there is in the building? A 
Not all; no, ir. 

Q Not all, but are you positive that you 
made it within the law, so that the $30,000.00 
rcpre~ent the fair value ~ A Yes, u. 

3Q 

40 

• 
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Q What makes you positive of that 1 A My 
law says if it is too high, they can take an 
appeal, but, of course, if it was not too high 
take an appeal. 

Q You just simply guessed at it 1 A Yes. 
Q Your valuation on the buildings was a 

1 O guess, was it not 1 A Yes; I cannot hire an 
expert to do it for me. 

Mr. Dumont: That is all. 

By Mr. Rosecranz. 

Q You made a guess according to your best 
judgment 1 A Yes, sir; to the best of my 
ability, my book says in the back of the book. 

Q Did you give any thought to the assess-
20 ment of these various buildings up there? A 

Oh, yes. 
Q Did you, in your mind, figure up each 

building 1 A Yes; some of them were new, 
some were older. 

Q Did you, in your mind, figure up the 
approximate value of each building 1 A Yes, 
Slf. 

Q In your addition 1 A Yes, sir. 
Q And the total that you arrived at is what 

3 0 you would consider to be a fair value, to thP, 
hest of your judgment~ A Yes, sir. 

Q Is that equally true of tho personal 
property? A Yes, sir. 

Q And the real estate? A Huh-huh. 

Mr. Rosecranz: That is all. 

By Mr. Dwniont. 

Q \Vhere are the figure that you figured 
this out on, the additions 1 A In my mind, 

40 I did that. 
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Q In your mind 1 A In my mind. 
Q So that all of the figures you have got are 

in your mind 1 A On that one special assess-
ment. 

Q On this special assessment 1 A Yes. 
Q You have no figures of any kind to which 

you can refer that would lead to this Board have 
accurate knowledge upon which you founded 
this assessment 1 A No, sir. 

Mr. Dumont: That is all. 
1\fr. Rosecranz: That is all. 

JOI-IN C. SHARPE, recalled for continued 
20 

Cross examination by 1\fr. Rosecranz. 

Q ·while we are on the value of buildings, 
what is your fire insurance up there on the 
buildings 1 A I cannot tell you; you can go 
to the hooks, or my secretary can do that. 

Q Who has knowledge then of the amount of 
fire insurance canied 1 A The secretary; it 
js all in the books. ·we have it all recorded, and 
·we could refer to them, but I do not carry them 30 
in my mind. 

Q Can you look at the hookf- and get it 1 A 
The amount f 

Q Yes. 

Mr. Rea: The amount1 
The Witness: Ye . 
1'f r. Rea : The total amount, I can find 

out, gives the amount on each building, that 
j s in this book. 40 
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The Witness: The total amount-
Mr. Rea : I cannot give you the total 

amount now. 
The Chairman: Is this man going to give 

evidence1 
The Witness: He is going to testify. 
Mr. Rosecranz: I will finish with the 

doctor. 
The Chairman: If this man is going to 

give evidence now, we want to find out 
facts. Please raise your right hand. 

(Mr. Rea ,vas thereupon duly sworn, on 
oath, by the Chairman.) 

fr. Dumont: ow, doctor, if you do 
not know, just refer to the bookkeeper, 

20 and when he is on the stand, he can ask him, 
instead of your asking him the questions; 
just say you do not know. 

The Witness: I do not know. 
Mr. Dumont: And the bookkeeper does; 

that will be the best and easiest way to 
get that. 

Tho Witness: I do not know. 

Q I show you a catalog of Blair Academy, 
3 o and ask you, if, referring to page 36, whether 

that is a correct statement: '' The school prop-
P.rty con i t of about thrre hundred acres. T·wo 
hundred are usrd as a farm, mostly in pasture 
land, and one hundred acres are kept as a 
campus, including Blair Lake, natural groves, 
and tho athletic field." I that true1 A 
That i: true, in general; wo haven't a ked to 
1rnve it urveyed, to be exact about it. 

~fr. Rosecranz: I ask that that bo marked 
40 for idontifiration, page 3G. 
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Mr. Dumont: All right. 
Paragraph in Blair Academy Catalog, on 

page 36, offered and received in evidence, 
and marked Exhibit D. 1 for identification. 

Q When was the infirmary purchased? A 
1918. 10 

Q Ho-,,· much was paid for that f A $6,-
000.00. 

Q Was that purchased out of general fund f 
A It was mortgaged, paid. by a mortgage. 

Q Mortgage and what else? A At that 
time I think we had no general fund. I think 
I paid $2,500.00 down personally, and the rest 
was a mortgage, part of which has been re-
moved since. 

Q How much mortgage is there on there 2 o 
yet? A $2,000.00. 

Q So that the balance of $4,000.00 has been 
paid- A Yes. 

Q -out of general fund? A Yes. 
Q Did I understand you to say $6,000.00? A 

Yes. 
Q The next building from the infirmary is 

·what? A Purchased in 1918 at the time of 
the 'flu epidemic to be used a an emergency 
hospital. 30 

Q How much was the price of that? A I 
think that is forty-I think I paid $4,300.00 for 
that, and I have never received the money, it 
is mortgaged-

Q The full amount? A It ·wa an old house 
and I put ome improvements on it and then 
transferred to the school,-two hundred dollars 
ca h paid for tho e improvements, and the 
$4,300.00 stands against it yet. 

Q Is the mortgage on record '? A Yes, sir. 40 
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Q Recorded in the Clerk's Office in Belvidere? 
A Yes, sir. 

Q Are you the mortgagee 1 A I was. I 
transferred the mortgage to my sister. 

Q And the next building there that was 
purchased-when was that purchased 1 A Next 

10 to that, we call that the Pearson House, that 
was owned in a way by the school when I came 
there twenty-nine years ago. 

Q That was owned at that time, twenty-nine 
years ago 1 A In a way, I cannot say yes or 
no, to be exact. There were some old people 
lived there and were about to be dispossessed, 
and the school bought the property and let 
them live in it all the - rest of their lifetime. 
It was just to save the old people being turned 

20 out, then it came to us at their death. 
Q Was that bought out of the general fund 1 

A That was before my time. 
Q Was there any mortgage on it at the time 

you came in 1 A No, except this life right of 
the people to live in it. 

Q And the next building this way~ A That 
is the last one. rrhe next is ·where Mr. Butcher 
lives. 

Q Was that purchased by Blair Academy1 
30 A No, we never owned it. 

Q Are there any other buildings purchased 
by Blair Academy in the last five or six or ten 
years 0? A Yes, twenty years ago, where Mr. 
and Mrs. Pitman lived here. 

Q I am referring to more recently, about 
ten years ago. A In 1921, this property right 
here where Mr. Blackford lives, was purchased 
by the school. 

Q How much was paid for that 1 A I ·was 
40 sick in bed when that was done. 
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Dr. Vail: I think it was $2,600.00. 
Mr. Rosecranz : Was that paid for that 

property, 
Dr. Vail : Yes, sir ; paid by a check. 
i\Ir. Rosecranz: Out of the general fund 7 
Dr. Vail : No, sir ; if you are asking me. 1 o 
The Chairman: The same principle 

applies to Dr. Vail. Be s-worn, Dr. Vail, 
please. 

(Dr. Vail was thereupon duly sworn, on 
oath, by the Chairman.) 

Q Is there a house at Paulina that is owned 
by the school, A Yes, sir. 

Q Is that rented 7 A By the man who 
works there, yes. 20 

Q One of your employees 7 A Yes. 
Q What rent do you receive from that 7 A 

I can not remember. 
Q vVell, you receive the average rental around 

here for those buildings that you do not use 
for school purposes, 

The Witness: Mr. Chairman, I refer that 
to the accountant. 

The Chairman: One minute, we will 
tn~ to get this thing clear. Are these prop-
erti Ps that you are inquiring about taxed 
before this year )? 

Mr. Rosecranz: Yes. 
The Chairman : They have been assessed 

heretofore, 
Mr. Rosecranz: They were all. 
Ir. Dumont: They have been taxed previ-

ously. 

30 

40 
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:Mr. Rosecranz: I just want to know \vhen 
they were purchased, that is all. 

The Chairman: That is all right, only 
I want to make this clear. 

The Witness: When were they purchased? 
Am I to answer the last question? Is that 
the question? 

Q No, I think you answered it. A You 
asked about the house at Paulina. 

The Witness: (Continuing.) That was 
purchased in 1896, house was built _in 1897, 
and the whole thing was paid for by Mr. 
Blair and given to the school. ·we pay 
taxes on it. 

Q I think I asked you before ,Yhether you 
knew if the N e--wton Presbytery was a corpora -
tion, and you said you did not know. A I 

, said, I do know. 
Q J it iucoq)Orate 1 for the purpo e of run-

ning this , ehool? \_ It i inrorporated for the 
purpose of owning and controlling any property 
that belongs to the Pre ·bytery; this is a part 
of it. 

30 Q Where did you get the information of 
,Yhich you just spoke now? A I have voted 
in the Presbytery many times for tru tees of 
the corporation. 

Q Did you see the certificate of incorpora -
tion? A No. 

Q You do not know then exactly whether 
it is or is not incorporated for the purpose of 
runnino- the ·chool, do you 1 A }.; o, it is a cor -
poration to attend to uch busine s as might 

40 belong to it, I assume. I can not answer you 
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definitely about that. That is one of the things 
that we know, as we know a thousand things, 
without having had a certificate of proof. I 
am answering you as a layman. I do not under~ 
stand the legal matters. 

Q How many pupils were at the school during 
the past yead A A few over three hundred, 
enrolled, r ct all there at one time. 

Q What is the tuition fee? A $1,000.00 
for boarders, sixty dollars for day scholars. 

Q How many day scholars out of that over 
three hundred? A Fifteen, within one or two 
of that; it is included in the three hundred. 

Q They each pay sixty dollars? A Yes, 
when they paid. Some are free. 

Q Which ones are freer How many are 
free? A Always the sons of the ministers 
here, the Methodist and the Presbyterian, the 
sons of employees of the school, the cook's son, 
the laundry man's son. 

Q How many free pupils did you have ac-
cording to your books within the last year? A 
Over sixty-three-or partially over sixty-six. 

Q Free pupils that do not pay anything? 

Mr. Dumont: If you recollect, doctor, 
say. ''Yes''; if you do not know, say you 
do not know. 

A Five, I think. 
Q Sixty that pay ixty dollars; iB that cor-

rect? A Oh, no. 
Q Fifteen, you said, paid sixty dollars; is 

that correct? A Except two of them have free 
tuition; 13. 

Q Thirteen that pays '? A I am not giving 
you now the exact number, but it is about that, 
variation of two or three. 

10 

20 

30 

40 
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Q And the rest pay a thousand dollars 1 A 
Except those that have free scholarships or 
concess10ns. 

Q When was the last increase in scholarship 
fees! A I think, three years ago. 

Q What was the increase then 1 How much 1 
1 O A $150.00. 

20 

30 

40 

Q How long previous to that had there 
been an increase made~ A Two or perhaps 
three years. 

Q Do you remember what the increase was, 
about! A $50,00. 

Q How much have the tuition fees increased 
during the last fifteen years~ A About fifteen 
years ago, about, it was $350.00. 

Mr. Dumont: That is including board~ 
The Witness: Board, yes, includes every-

thing. 
Mr. Dumont: You said '' tuition only'' 

prev10us. 
Mr. Rosecranz : Well, I meant the charge. 

Q $350.00 at that time, which has been m-
creased to a thousand now~ A Yes. 

Q The present rate~ A Yes. 
Q Is there any increase contemplated for 

this year! A No, not by me; I do not know 
the minds of other people, but I think not. 

Q What salary is paid to the headmaster f A 
A cash salary every month. 

Q How much is that! 

The Witness: Do you think it is neces-
sary for me to answer that, Mr. Chairman 1 

The Chairman: Well, yes, I should think 
so. He is trying to get at the facts, as far 
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as I can understand, that the price is made 
up by adding the cost of the salaries and 
other things; is that the idea 1 We want 
facts, I am sure. 

Mr. Dumont: We are glad to give you 
the facts, but we gave you the total of all 
salaries, and the headmaster's is in it; we 
gave you the total of $55,000.00 

The Chairman : Well, I think Dr. Sharpe 
should answer the question. 

Mr. Dumont: All right, sir. 

A The last three years I have received $7,500.00 
a year; for a long time a very meagre salary, 
$2,000.00 part of the time. 

Q What does the assistant headmaster re-
ceive, or the dean 1 A $3,750.00 and the rental 20 
of bis house. 

Q He has a house on the campus t A Yes, 
su·; on which we pay taxes. -

Q Is that the Freeman house t A Yes. 

By the Chairman. 
Q Does the assistant headmaster occupy that 

house 1 A Beg pardon 1 
Q Does the assistant headmaster occupy that 

house for his individual- A Yes, sir. 
Q -use and pay taxes for it f A Ye , sir; 

we call him Dean. He occupie the house, and 
we pay taxes on it. 

The Chairman: All right. 
Mr. Rosecranz: Now, I think that 1s all. 

30 

40 
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Re-direct examination by Mr. Dumont. 

Q Now, doctor, how much profit, if any, is 
made out of the ice, sale of ice 1 How much 
profit, if any, is made out of the ice 1 You say 
you sell it for 65 cents a ton, a man comes and 

1 O gets it; how much does your labor come to, on 
the ice 1 A I cannot answer that question. 

Q You do not know; all right. A I can-
not carry the books in my mind. 

Q Well, would you say it was large or small 1 
A I would say it was a pretty good sum. 

Q Pretty good sum 1 A Yes, sir. 
Q That is, to say, it gives you a good sum, or 

your profit is a fair sum 1 A That I want to 
say, that we have a good profit coming in, but 

20 if we were to count all of the incidental ex-
penses in connection with it,-we have got to 
account for all of the upkeep of the appliances 
that we use-

Q Yesf A . We have got to count the 
salary of the bookkeeper that takes the account 
of it-

Q Yes? A -and the superintendence. There 
ought to be something allowed from the head-

30 master's salary, for I have had to give a great 
deal of attention to it; and I believe, on th 
whole, \Ve do that for just about cost, if all of 
the expense is counted in. 

Q In other words, taking these items as you 
have outlined them, totalling them, it would cost 
you as much a · you get from the ice f A I 
think so, and it is more a matter of accommoda-
tion; it is not a matter of business at all. 

Q Did it cost money, or did you make money 

40 upon the use of the electric plant prior to the 
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time of its being taken over by this company 
who have come through lately1 

Mr. Rosecranz: That was not within the 
last year, was it, Mr. Dumont 1 

The Witness: The last two years, part 
of the time. l 0 

Mr. Dumont: That was brought out to-
day; we want to have it. 

A Part of the time the receipts were more 
than the expenses; part of the time, it ·went the 
other way. 

Q Well, on an average, what did it amount to, 
doctor 1 A About even. 

Q About even~ 

The Chairman: Does it belong to it now 1 
l\fr. Dumont: Not now; no, they paid taxes 

on it when they had it. 

Q Your laundry, doctor, what profits, if any 
do you get out of the laundry1 A I do not 
think we get any profits out of it at all. 

20 

Q Well, take the average boy in the school, 
he pa:n:; ho,Y much for hi,• laundry? \_ I chccke<l 

30 it up, and there is an average of $40.64. 
Q· That is ·what it costs you on the books f 

A He doe not pay directly for that. Until 
three or four years ago the laundry vvas an extra, 
charged for; and we changed the whole proce s, 
we have no extras, simply one flat rate, and we 
figure the laundry at $40.00. 

Q So it is higher- A And it cost us the 
expense of operating the laundry, cost us $40.64 
per person. 
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Q So that the things that are credited as ob-
taining a profit the last few years did or did not 
show any profit in actual operation? A We 
have never, in making any calculations, taken 
the tax into account for the upkeep of the build-
ing. If all were taken, there would be no 

10 profit on it. 
Q In other words, it costs $40.64 a year to 

do the boy's laundry, $40.00 of which you allowed 
in the tuition and board charge? A Yes. 

Q So that the boy actually paid within 64 cents 
of the laundry 1 A Yes. 

Q But that is included in the board and tui-
tion? A Yes, sir. 

Q These changes that have been made in 
the tuition have taken in all of those other 20 items that used to be extras1 A Yes. 

Q Then, with the high cost of living since 
1915 and 1914 taken into consideration, has 
there been any material increa e in your expenses 
as compared with before the war and smce the 
war? A Of before? 

Q Not only before but after? A Oh, by, 
yes. 

Q For instance, how far would $15,000.00 go 
30 now, about how many times, as compared ,,Tith 

before the increase in the cost of living? A 
It costs about two and a half times as much 
now. 

Q In other words, you pay now $25,000.00 
for what you paid $10,000.00 ten years ago? A 
Yes, sir; as nearly as I can say offhand. 

Q That i , all of the items that have caused 
the tuition to have to be increased. A Yes. 

Q If the fees had not been increased, could 
40 1 be school have existed? A It could not. 
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Q And has it or has it not been hard to 
get the pupils even with all these benefits that 
you- give them at a thousand dollars a year1 A 
We have at all times the ability to about fill 
the school, always, with advertising. 

Q But if it was not for your advertising 
that you refer to, if you were not to have this 10 
advertising, you would not get these pupils 1 A 
No, we would not have so many of them. 

Mr. Dumont: I think that is all. 

Re-cross examination by Mr. Rosecranz. 

Q This ice business, when you figure off 
everything, including the taxes, you would not 
have any profit 1 A No. 

Q What tax do you mean 1 A Tax on the 20 

property, there, that whole property, mill prop-
erty there. 

Q Well, do you pay taxes on the lake 1 A 
It was all bought in one property, included the 
mill property, and we paid taxes on the whole 
thing, ju t as it wa,. That wa a meadow before 
we made the lake. It comes in one property and 
it goes by the name of the mill. 

Q How many acres in the mill property? 

A Voice: The mill property, don't give 
any acreage, part of it. . 

Q You would have to run this ice business, 
even if you did not sell any ice, wouldn't you~ 
A No. 

Q ·where would you get the ire for the school? 
A We would cut the ice, yes. 

30 

_ Q You would have to cut the ice, have the 
same upkeep and labor~ A v e wouldn't need 40 
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any special bookkeeping, we wouldn't have to 
go to other people who buy ice, go to collect it, 
and fail to collect it some times. 

Q You would practically have a large part 
of the expense, even if you didn't sell ice, 
wouldn't you 1 A We would not have as 

10 much expense, yes; but yes, we would have 
expenses, naturally. 

Q So that what you sell is something that 
is a profit, isn't it, besides what you would have 
to do anyway 1 A Yes, yes, a few dollars. 

Q And the same applies to the laundry, 
doesn't iU You have to run the laundry for 
the school, don't you 1 A Surely; yes, we try 
to keep clean. 

Q And the laundry that you charge for from 
20 the general public, that is a profit, isn't iU 

There is a profit in that, is there not 7 A No. 

30 

40 

Q Don't you charge-don't your charges -
aren't your charges more than other laundries? 
A Yes, but it is so small in amount that you 
couldn't begin to run a laundry. It takes as 
much money to run a laundry for one piece, as 
far as that is concerned. 

Q Yes, but you have to run the laundry any-
way, for about four hundred people up there 1 
A Yes. ~ Te run the laundry, but with what we 
collect from the town, which i not very much, 
and what the students are supposed to pay, 
just covers the expenses, as we 1 ount it, at 
$40.64 apiece. 

Q But your loans have been reduced during 
the past year about $19,000, as you testifie 1, 
and you built a building at about $48,000 out 
of last year's general fund, didn't you. A Yes, 
that was one-I am glad that you asked that 
question. vVhy we built the building-may I 
explain that 1 
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Mr. Dumont: Certainly, we want the 
facts, doctor. Don't hesitate. 

A (Continuing.) \Ve built that building just 
as we built West Hall. It was as necessary to 
build that to conduct the school, as it would be 
to have a boiler in the boiler house. It is one 1 O 
of the no'.:'cssities which we meet every year, 
changes in conditions of education, new demands, 
change of the character of clientele, changing 
conditions made it necessary for us to have that 
building there. We had to abandon the one 
building. We sold it for $300 because we 
couldn't use it in connection with the housing 
of the senior class. We wanted them all to-
gether in order to maintain proper discipline 
in the school. It was one of the necessities of 
the school, just as we have necessities every 
year. We would have lost heavily if we had 
not provided, and we could not have had those 
students if we had not provided a proper build-
ing. The same is true of West Hall. The little 
boys were in with the other boys. "\Ve have 
to maintain school government which would 
meet the requirements of the littler boys, and 
we couldn't have two governments in one build-
ing. I built that building and took the responsi-
bility of the thing for the benefit of the school, 
and carried it for a long time, and finally got it 
paid off, out of the proceeds, no direct gift for 
it, but out of the proceeds, just as we would put 
in new boilers or put in new foundations under 
the floors in the houses. I am glad Ir. Rose-
cranz brought that out in that way, as it gaYe 
me an opportunity to make that explanation. 

Q Doctor, doesn't that increase your capital 
account 0? A Oh, you might call it that; yes, sir. 

20 

30 

40 
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Q Well, if a corporation that you were hold-
fog stock in, puts up a new factory, would you 
consider that your security is better 1 

Mr. Dumont: I object to that, because 
no one holds stock in this corporation. 

10 Mr. Rosecranz: I will withdraw it to 
save objection. 

Q Don't you consider that putting $48,000 out 
of general fund into new buildings last year in-
creased the value of the property at Blair Acad-
emy? A Don't you consider as an alumnus of 
this school that I have increased the school, im-
proved it, bettered it, during the twenty-nine 
years of my connection with it 1 

20 Q Just what I am getting at. A Very well; 
it is the same school, everything there is for 
school purposes, no matter whether it was g·iven 
to me or I earned it or I stole it. 

Q Well, did you get $48,000 to put the new 
building there~ A Yes, sir. 

Q Got it, I suppose, out of general fund, 
didn't you~ A Part of it; yes, sir. 

Q Part of it~ A Part of it isn't yet paid 
off. 

3 O Q Well, your loans have been reduced $19,-
000 in that same period, haven't they f A Yes. 

Q Now, what will you do next year, if you 
have the same success 1 Or, what will be done 
with that excess money next year f A We need 
another building very much indeed for the proper 
maintenance of the school, for the management 
of the school. 

Q You are building this to house more pupils, 
aren't you f A That would not be to house 

4 0 more pupils. 
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Q These new buildings don't house more 
pupils 1 A No, sir; I build them to meet con-
ditions or a change. 

Q If you build a new building, doesn't that 
·building house more pupils 1 A It is not a 
dormitory at all; there would never be any 
dormitory built there, as far as I am concerned. 

Q What would you do with the money, if 
you had, say, $47,000 next year, and didn't 
intend to build any new buildings 1 A We 
never have any more money than is necessary 
to support the school, but whenever we do have 
more money than is necessary to support the 
school, then we will reduce the rate. 

Q You do not consider that profit then at all 
when you put $48,000 out of general fund into 
a new building1 A No more than putting a 
roof on a house, just as necessary as a piece 
of machinery or a piece of apparatus in the 
laboratory, and is as necessary as a new truck 
when the old truck wears out. 

Q Doesn't your auditor show any increase in 
the books on account of that building? A He 
probably doe_s, but I do not care anything about 
the auditor on that. 

Q What was the gro s income from the last 
year's ummer conference, about two times two 
thousand 1 A The gross income 1 

Q Two dollars a day, isn't it¥ A Yes, 
about $20,000, something like that, the gross 
income; we have to pay for all expenses. 

Q Gross income 1 A About that; yes, sir; 
they paid about two dollars a day. 

Q Yes, a day, about two dollars, and you 
had about two thousand? A Yes, and if they 
were there seven days, $28,000, it would be, two 
thousand for the average of seven days; seven 
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times two thousand is fourteen thousand, and 
fourteen thousand times two dollars is $28,000. 

Q That is your gross income? A Yes, sir. 
Q ,vhat is the expense of operating the 

school during the six weeks that you have con-
ferences there? A Well, we think it would be 

1 O about the same thing. We think that two dollars 
a day about carries the expenses of a boarding 
house, if we count the property worth anything. 

Q You do not attribute the fact that you have 
had more in your school account during the last 
few years to the conferences at all? A It cer-
tainly has helped us to pay overhead expense, 
and what we put into overhead expense before 
we can apply to improvement of the property. 

Q Then you do realize something over the net 

20 expense of the summer school, don't you-con-
ferences? A Not if we count the overhead ex-
pense; it will about pay the overhead expense, 
just as the school would have to pay the over-
head expense. 

Q You mean your overhead expense amounts 
to $28,000? A No, no; we would have to pay 
them; we would -have to pay our firemen, our 
truck driver, and the housekeepers, and the 
special assistants I have there, two of them-

30 Q That amounts to $28,0001 A That is any-
thing responsible for overhead expense, and take 
one-fourth, that is for the summer overhead, for 
the overhead expense in the maintenance of the 
building, insurance, repairs, and so on; we cer-
tainly use the $28,000. 

Q Well, that is, in the word of your counsel, 
a sort of a guess, isn't it? A ,vhat sort of a 
guess? 

Mr. Dumont: I move '' in the word of 
4 0 counsel, a sort of a guess,'' be stricken out. 
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Q That is a guess~ 

Mr. Dumont: That had to do with some-
thing else; it had nothing to do with this, 
and I want to be fair. 

Q That is a guess, isn't it, doctor? A No, I 10 
am pretty well familiar with the operation of 
the school. I can give you an illustration of what 
it costs to put a roof on and so on. 

Q I am talking about the conferences. You 
are familiar with all these figures? You would 
not have to look at the books? A I wouldn't 
swear I could tell them absolutely, but I am about 
as near to it as I would be if somebody asked me. 

The Chairman: One minute. Is it the idea 
of all the e questions now to find out whether 
there is a profit made from the summer 
school, outside of paying for its expenses, 
board, etc.? Is that the idea? 

Q What is the amount of fire insurance? Do 
you have a distinct recollection? A I do not 
carry that about ,Yith me, but I have figured it 
out, I have at down and thought over these 
things, and I have come to the conclusion-

Q You have given us yom figures on every-
thing el 0? an you give us fi0 ·lue on your fire 
insuranc ? 

Mr. Dumont: It is impo sible for him to 
remember all these details. 

The Chairman: ·well, we are absolutely 
getting nowhere this way, becau e if a man 
doesn't know, he doesn't kno,v; that i. all 
1 here is to it. 

20 
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John C. Sharpe, recalled-re-direct. 

Mr. Rosecranz: I submit to the Board, 
his recollection is faint on some things but 
not on other things. 

The Witness: My knowledge is distinct 
on some things and indistinct on others; it 
is not a matter of recollection. 

Mr. Rosecranz: All right, I will get it 
from someone else. That is all. 

Re-direct examination by Mr. Dumont. 

Q Just this one question. Doctor, these build-
ings upon which this assessment is made this 
year are within a curtilage of how many acres 1 
The buildings actually employed now in the 
teaching and in the school 1 A I would suppose 

20 ·within five acres; I have never been asked the 
question, never made the survey. 

Q You feel very sure, if you made any state-
ment, however, a bout the curtilcge, that would be 
about right 1 A As nearly as I can figure there 
on it in my mind. 

Q All of those other buildings about which 
you have been asked, have been taxed locally 1 A 
Yes, sir. 

30 
Q That applies to the whole farm and every-

thing else 1 A Yes, sir. 
Q Now, in advertising the facilities of the 

school, you could just as well advertise they could 
go over the farm as well as the hundred acres 0? 
A Yes. 

Q And, as a ma tier of fact, the boys do 1 A 
They do enjoy it. 

Q That is to keep them \Vithin their own con-
fines and not be on the street. and so on? A 

4 0 We encourage them to make u c of the property 
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every place they want to, and they go out and 
build shacks in the woods and so on. 

Mr. Dumont: That is all. 

WILLIAM H. VAIL, M. D., produced as a wit-
ness on behalf of the petitioner, having been 
previously sworn, on oath, was examined by 
Mr. Dumont, and testified as follows: 

Q Doctor, you reside in Newark 1 A New-
ark; yes, sir. 

Q What is the address? A 141 Second ave-
nue. 

Q You have been closely connected with Blair 
Academy for a great many years, have you not? 
A Yes, sir. 

Q Was there a time, doctor, when you lived 
here in Blairstown, and actually looked after the 
affairs of the academyf A Yes, sir. My 
brother, older brother, was Mr. Blair's secretary 
from 1856 to 1886, thirty years, and he sud-
denly---, and then fr. Blair asked me to come 
and asked me if I \vouldn 't like to take his 
place, so I came here in 1886 when I was forty-
one years of age; I am eighty-two now. 

Q Now, you continued, there all of that time 
up to what time, about? A I was acting as Mr. 
Blair' secretary until he died in 1899; and 
then I continued to be secretary for his son until 
he died a few year ago. 

Q ow, when you ,mm here, and during the . 
lifetime of fr. Blair and of Dewitt Clinton 
Blair, you were very familiar with all the details 
of the school, and you are yet, are you not, doc-

10 

20 

30 

tor f A I might say, if you wi h to know, when 40 
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I came here-my brother, in connection with Mr. 
Blair, looked after all of the affairs of the 
school, everything in connection with it, and 
when I came here, Mr. Blair assumed a different 
attitude, and never went in to them. I was his 
private secretary, kept all of his accounts, and 

10 I was made secretary-treasurer of Blair Academy 
in 1886, and in 1888, during that severe winter 
we had up here then, I ·was closeted with Mr. 
Blair for five days in the offices-

Q What they want _ to get here, doctor, now, 
briefly, are the facts with reference to the profits 
of the school. That is ·what I am leading to di-
rectly. A I was coming to that. For instance, 
v,·e have never had any profit. When I came 
here, there were about sixty scholars, boys and 

20 girls, under Dr.-; then we had fifteen of those 
were ministers' children, paid nothing. We had 
then at the end of the year ahrnys a deficit. Mr. 
Blair always gave us a check for the deficit, and 
we would start the new year clear. That is the 
way it ·went for years. Insley Hall, built-
years ago, was a result of that blizzard in 1888, 
and we began that in 1889, and two years ,ve 
·worked on that Insley Hall. Mr. Blair paid the 
bills. I went to the bank every ·week, and we 

30 made payday Monday night, because if we paid 
on Saturday night, half the fellows would get 
drunk, so they worked steadily right on to Mon-
day night. Then I brought up first a thousand 
dollars a week; then it went to two thousand 
dollars a week, for the payday. I never received 
a cent for my services all of the way through. 
But there has never been any profit in the school. 
For instance, we have always paid taxes on any 
property we have bought, farms or anything 
that there was any profit on always paid taxe s 

40 
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on it. We never wanted to infringe on the county 
taxes that way, and whenever a farm has been 
bought, that farm has continued to pay taxes. 
And when I bought the land out on that road 
that goes over the mountain, in order to protect 
the property of the school, ·we paid taxes right 
along on that. That has been the principle. 10 
The school is not run at a profit, never expected 
any profit, and there is no profit. 

Q Under the instructions of Mr. Blair, it 
was not to be used at any time for profit 1 A 
It has never paid a profit at any time. Mr. 
Blair years and years ago, I don't know exactly 
when, took the mill property at Paulina; then I 
bought the one across the street, so as to have 
control of the whole overflow, because the little 
mill on the other side, that had control over the 20 
overflow, and vve bought that so as to have con-
trol over it. I carried the whole thing along for 
years without a cent of profit, beyond the Swarts-
,,·ood Lake, over at the back, paid $5,000.00 for 
that; however we sold that, all except the mill, all 
except the bottom, which we control yet. 

Q Now, doctor, all of these things which you 
speak of were carried through in the way that 
you speak of, due to the fact that you were car-
rying it through with ~Ir. Blair, until Dr. Sharpe 30 
came along! A Always, along after that, when 
J\Ir. Blair met his death, :Mr. D. C. Blair gave his 
check for th :i deficit, ju t a ~Ir. Blair had. 

Q Mr. Dewitt Clinton Blair, the son of ~Ir. 
John I. Blair1 A Yes, sir. 

Q That continued i11 that way? A Alway 
has. 

Q Do you remember a time since your con-
nection with the school, that the school, smce 
1886, has made a cent profiU A T ever. 40 
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Q Does it today 1 You are a member of the 
Board of Trustees. Does it today make any 
profit 1 A At the end of the year we always 
have to sign notes to carry our expenses, as ex-
plained by Dr. Sharpe. 

10 Mr. Dumont: Take the witness. 

20 

Cross examination by Mr. Rosecranz. 

Q You mean that the school borrowed money 
during the year in anticipation of moneys to be 
received 1 A Yes, sir. 

Q Well, is that anything uncommon in busi-
ness f 

Mr. Dumont: I object to that, "uncom-
mon in business,'' as the custom in business 
has nothing to do with this. 

A As Mr. Blair set the conditions, Mr. Blair 
did it every year, footed the deficit. 

Q Are you acquainted with the fact that the 
last year there was $48,000.00 taken out of 
general fund and put into a new building, and 
$19,000.00 reduction in notes, as Dr. Sharpe 

3 O testified 1 

Ir. Dumont: Just a minute; that is not 
fair. Dr. Sharpe has not testified to any-
thing of the kind. He testified that it cost 
that much money, part of the building was 
paid in 1925, part he took from this year, 
part of it he had not paid off yet. That 
is what he testified, and I do not think it is 
fair to put the question in the form that 

4 o counsel has put it. 
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Mr. Rosecranz : He went over that time 
and time again. 

The Chairman: That has been ans,verccl 
by the other witness. 

Q Part of it has been paid in these notes 1 A 
Yes. 10 

Q The notes have been reduced $19,000.001 

Mr. Dumont: What has~ 
Mr. Rosecranz: I asked him ·whether he 

understood that to be the fact. 

A Yes. 
Q Wouldn't you consider that was a profit 

made that yead A No, sir. 

The Chairman: Well, I think that 1s ob-
jectionable. 

A (Continuing.) Never any profit in the school. 
Q ·wouldn't you consider that profit 1 A 

No, sir. 
Q \Vhere does it come from 1 A It goes into 

the betterment of the school. 

The Chairman: I think we have been over 
that a number of times, thoroughly. 

Q Ila-ve you the audit of la t year. 

l\Ir. Dumont: This witne did not testify 
about that; and cross examination should be 
only on the things that he te tified to. 

Q Have you the audit of last year? A We 
have had the bookkeeper' own audit, without 
any investigation. 

20 
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Q Have you the audits1 A Yes; I haven't 
them here. 

Q Will you produce them~ A No, sir; un-
less the Board orders me to; and they are in 
Newark; I do not think that is pertinent at all. 

Q Are those all of the books of the school 1 A 
1 O Not all of the books, no. 

20 

30 

40 

Mr. Dumont: We have all of the books up 
there. If you were up there, you could have 
them. That is what I offered to do this 
morning. 

Mr. Rosecranz: Will you refuse to permit 
an auditor to examine the audit of your ac-
counts last year 1 

Mr. Dumont: No, we do not refuse that; 
I do not, as counsel for the school. You 
can have as much audits as you want. 

Mr. Rosecranz: I say, the audit made 
last year. 

Mr. Dumont: We have no official auditor 
at the school, if that is what you are getting 
at. 

Mr. Rosecranz: All right, I will find out. 

Q' Dr. Vail, you are secretary of this Board 
of Trustees, aren't you~ A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you order an auditor to make an audit 
of the school accounts~ A No, sir; I do not. 

Q Does the Board of Tru tees 1 A o, sir. 
Q ·who employ tho auditor ,? A It i, 

employed by Dr. Sharpe. 
Q Well, on whose accounts, for the school 

or for him f A Who account for it f 
Q On whoso account is the auditor employed? 

Mr. Dumont: J usi explain. Dr. Vail, yon 
do not seem to get the que iion. 
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Mr. Rosecran z : What is the use of hedg-
ing this way 1 

Mr. Dumont: We are not hedging. I 
would like to address the Board here. The 
question here is not a matter of hedging. Dr. 
Sharpe has to give the facts and figures to 
the Board of Directors. He reports every 
y(Jar. Now, he gets such persons as he 
pleases to go over and audit these books. 
Any person can audit these books. And Dr. 
Sharpe gives us the facts as he has them 
from the man who has gone over them, 
whether it be this man here or some other 
man, wherever he may be, the facts, of 
course, as he under tands them. It is hard 

10 

to bear in mind all of these different figures 
which you are asked from time to time. If 20 
I were to ask you today what your bank 
balance was January 1st, you would con-
sider it none of my busine s, but even if 
I did, you would not be able to state it. It 
is not a matter of ,Yhether you can carry it 
in your head. You cannot do it, all of the 
details. But with regard to an audit, I say 
to this committee now, as I have several 
time today, you can have any auditor you 
want to go over the books up there, glad to 3 0 
have you do it. But the only thing we object 
to is to having 'Omebody go up there and 
making an erroneous report on it. I have 
stated, and I state it again, if this Board 
wants a man to go in there, name him. You 
can do it at no expen e to the county, and 
you can name such a man, and let him go in 
there and have every bit of information we 
can give him. I have aid that before, and 
I ay it again. I cannot make it any plainer. 40 
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Mr. Rosecranz: If the Board please, it 
seems to me like camouflage on Mr. Dumont's 
part. What I want, gentlemen, is the audit 
made by a firm of certified accountants, as 
I understand it, and to have it here, which 
would simplify the question, to avoid some-
one coming at another date with another 
audit. In other words, I am willing to take 
that a~dit, made by these certified account-
ants, to go over it, instead of sending a man 
up there to make a new audit. I am asking 
a question of this witness whether an audit 
was made by the school. 

Mr. Dumont: He has an swered that ques-
tion. 

The Chairman: It is immaterial to me 
personally whether there is an audit made 
or not. 

Mr. Dumont: He wants to get the inside 
working of this school, which is none of his 
business, nor none of mine; even as a trus-
tee, that is none of my business. What we 
want to know is the correctness of thes e 
facts and figures that we have given you 
here today, and you can designate anybod y 
whomsoever you wish to designate. We will 
meet the expense and go over them in th e 
presence of that man, so that he can give 
you the facts, but I do object to a man ·who 
is apparently absolutely biased in hi ques-
tions going in there and auditing tho e books. 
You can take a set of figures, upon e.·amina-
tion, make them appear any old way. Figur es 
don't lie, but the way you put them down-

fr. Rosecranz: I will make this propo si-
tion, do you want to take the audit and sub-
mit it to the Board 7 
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Mr. Dumont: We are going to have a 
regular yearly audit made soon. 

Mr. Rosecranz: I am satisfied, if you are 
willing to submit last year's audit to the 
Board, satisfies me. If counsel objects, and 
an auditor cannot examine the books, I do 
not understand how I can examine the wit- 10 
ness 0:1 it. That is all. 

Mr. Dumont: You can examine the books 
in the presence of somebody that is au-
thorized to go up there by the Board to ex-
amine them and make the audit. 

Mr. Rosecranz: Go ahead ·with your testi-
mony. 

Mr. Dumont: If you haven't any more 
questions to ask, I haven't any more. I 
have finished; it is up to you. 

- Mr. Rosecranz: All right. 

JOSEPH A. DUGAN, recalled for further cross 
examination, by l\f r. Dumont, testified as fol-
lo,Ys: 

Q I observed on your tax list here a valua-

20 

tion of $5,000.00; what was the figure you had 30 
in there previous to that? A Oh, I don't know 
now. 

Q It has been altered, hasn't it? A Yes, it 
would look so. 

Q Oh, ,Yell, hasn't it been? A Yes, I 
guess. 

Q Yes; here is a valuation over here, that 
was marked over with something? A That got 
in the wrong column. I do remember that. That 
,ms in the automobile column. I remember that. 40 
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Q What are these figures that you have 
there? A Thirty thousand. 

Q No, no, over in here. You can see ·what 
is there, can't you? I can. A No, not just the 
amount. 

Q One and two are there, aren't they? One 
1 O hundred there, that you intended- A Oh, I 

really don't know. 

20 

Q Has this figure been altered in here? That 
doesn't represent "9,'' does it? What figure did 
you have in there previous? A I don't know. 

Q Is that in tended to be "4," that one? A 
That has been done somehow. 

Q By whom? A By me. 
Q Where did you get this '' 1 '' that is over in 

here, in your writing? A What "1" is that? 

Mr. Dumont: I want this book, if the 
Board please, to be marked as an exhibit, 
and I would like to draw your Board's at-
tention to this line right across this column 
there, through here, begjnning there (in-
dicating). 

The Witness: That is an error in getting 
it in the wrong column, I think, or some-
thing; I don't just remember. 

3 O The Chairman: '' Personal property.'' 
This erasure, you mean, following '' auto-
mobiles''; of course, that is rubbed off. 

Mr. Dumont : In front of the "thirty." 
The Chairman : '' 6'' there, I think. 
Mr. Dumont: It look. like "6" to me. 

By the Chairman. 

Q Was that a mistake of yours, Mr. Dugan 1 

40 A Yes, sir; it was my mi~tak<·, but I ju t forget 
what it was. 
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Q You don't know just what mistake it was 1 
A No, no; it is my erasure, that is all my work. 

By Mr. Dumont. 

Q This is the first time you have assessed 
Blair Academy, isn't it 1 A First time I have 
assessed Blair Academy. 

Q Yes, and a matter as important as $930,-
000.00 assessment, made only recently, has left 
your recollection at this time 1 Has it, within the 
last six months f A I might make my figures 
over; yes, sir. You will take lots of them and you 
will find lots of them where there has been 
erasures, or I try to trace them, to make them 

- look a little darker than the others. 
Q This is not darker; this is an absolute 

erasure, something put in the place of it 1 That 
is not darker, it i an erasure 1 A I don't 
know why I did it. 

Q What is thi in front of the $30,000.001 A 
I cannot just tell you. 

Q How did you come to put in the figures 
there f A It might have been I got it inserted 
in the ,,Tong column or something. That will 
happen. Here is one again. 

Q rrhat i a mere erasure; that is not, that is 
a change. A You think that was changed: 

Q I am positive of it. A I do not. 

Mr. Rosecranz: ·what of it: He made it. 
Mr. Dumont: Mark that, please. 
Entry in tax lists offered and received in 

evidence, and marked p titioner 's Exhibit 
P. 4. 

10 
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By Mr. Rosecranz. 

Q Have those books at any time been out of 
your possession 1 A Ever since the 10th of 
January. 

Q Well, this Exhibit, P. 4, been out of your 
10 possession 1 A This book, I haven't had it; it 

has been out of my possession ever since the 
10th of January. 

Q Where has it been 1 A Down at the Tax 
Board's office; this is their book, this is not my 
field book. 

Q Been in anyone else's possession except 
yourself and the County Board of Taxation 1 A 
I don't know anything about that. I gave up 
possession on the 10th of January. 

20 Q Hasn't the collector had it at any time 1 

30 

Mr. Dumont: He admitted he made all 
of these changes himself. 

Q (Continuing.) What I mean is, hasn't the 
collector had that book 1 A This is the tax list; 
the duplicate doesn't seem to be here. 

Q You made the changes yourself 1 A Y c·s, 
SU. 

Mr. Rosecranz: All right, that is all. 
The Witness: 'l1his is my work. 
Mr. Rosecranz: Mark the tax bill. 
Tax bill offered and received in evidenc e 

and marked petitioner's Exhibit P. 5. 
Mr. Dumont : I haven't a copy of the 

Presbytery's certificate of incorporation. I 
·will get that evidence of it, and bring it in 
as part of the record, and then I ,,·ill rest 

4 o on the testimony given. 
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Mr. Rosecranz: One other question that I 
would like to ask Dr. Sharpe. That is this-

JOHN C. SHARPE, recalled for further cross 
examination, by Mr. Rosecranz, testified as 10 
fol1ows: 

Q There are other deeds to other property 
that Blair Aeademy or the Trustees of the Blair 
Academy own now, aren't there 1 A Yes. 

Q You have those deeds 1 A Yes. 
Q That comprises the three hundred acres ap-

proximately that is set forth in the tax list-or 
the catalog1 A That is just simply my guess on 
that; I think that is right. 

Q Approximately three hundred acres, A 20 
Something like that. 

Q You have the deeds for that, A Yes. 
Q Made out to the Trustees of Blair 

Academy 1 A Yes. Now, let me explain fur-
ther about the hundred acres. I just put that in; 
I might have said I had all of the world back 
here practically as the campus. 

The Chairman: I think the Board under-
stands that, doctor. 

Mr. Walling: The Board understands that. 
l\fr. Rosecranz: That is all. 

30 
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THEODORE B. DA WES, produced as a witness 
on behalf of the petitioner, having been first 
duly sworn, on oath, was examined by :Mr. 
Dumont, and testified as follows: 

Q Mr. Dawes, you are a resident of Blairs-
10 town f A Yes, sir. 

20 

Q President of the First National Bank here? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q And as such president you know, of course, 
about the discounting of notes at your institu-
tion, do you? A Yes, sir. 

Q Have you, in the years gone by, negotiated 
any notes for Dr. Sharpe, for the benefit of the 
academy? A. Yes, sir. 

Q And for the academy itself? A Yes, sir. 
Q I there not an application made to you 

usually about June of each year to carry ovPr 
the business over the ummer? A Well, for 
loans, yes. 

Q Ye , that is what I mean, for loans. They 
have been granted always up io the amount that 
may be your limit that your bank could give 
under the law? A. Yes, sir. 

Q There were loans during the last summer, 
3 o to your know ledge? A. Yes, sir. 

40 

Q Has been every summer, has there not? A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q Since the bank was started . A. Yes, sir ; 
well, I don't know about ince the bank wa 
started, since I have been there. 

Q How many year ? A Well, nearly ay, I 
should say, about five or six years. 

Q Well, how long ha your bank been es-
tablished f A Twenty-seven years. 

Q Twenty-seven years? A 1.. early so. 
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Q Well, when Dr. Sharpe began to take active 
charge up here, after the death of Mr. John I. 
Blair, applications were made from time to time 
to your institution to lend him money to be used 
for the purpose of the school during the sum-
mer 1 A Yes, sir. 

Q You have always accommodated them~ A 10 
Yes, sir. 

Q To the limit 1 A Yes, sir. 
Q When your charter would not allow an 

amount further than what you could loan, you 
know that they have loaned it through other 
banks, do you, of your personal knowledge 1 A 
Well, no, I couldn't say that, but I have thought 
it, of course. 

Q Well, of course, you couldn't say of your 
personal knowledge, but you gave them what you 20 
could 1 A We do, yes, sir, give them the full 
limit. 

Mr. Dumont: · Any questions, fr. Rose-
cranz 1 

Mr. Rosecranz: No, no questions. I guess 
that was all gone over. 

Mr. Dumont: Yes, but I thought that 
might as well be corroborated. 

The Chairman: This was only to verify 3 0 
the other witness. 

Mr. Dumont: That was all. That is all, 
l\Ir. Dawes. 

l\Ir. Dumont: Now, ,~rn will rest. 

THE PETITIONER RESTS. 

40 



112 

F. Ernest _ RPa, direct. 

F. ERNEST REA, produced as a witness on be-
half of the Township of Blairstown, having 
been previously svvorn, on oath, was examined 
by Mr. Rosecranz, and testified as follows: 

Q You are in charge of tho books at Blair 
10 Acaclemy A I am. 

Q What is the total amount of policies for 
fire insurance on Blair .Academy~ 

Mr. Dumont:. ·If you know. If you do 
not know, tell them so. 

A I do not have the detail sheet here. 
Q Well, is it approximately $900,000.00 about1 

A No, sir; not that much. 

20 Q_ Could you get the details in a fe-w minutes f 
A Well, they are up in the safe. 

Mr. Dumont: But he ·wants that answered, 
if you can. 

Q What would you say they \Vere 1 A It 
would be around $780,000.00. 

Q Total policies on the buildings~ A Yes, 
sir; of course, it was increased last summer by 
the building operation. 

30 Q To about what amount is it carried on 

40 

personal property~ A $30,000.00. 
Q So the insurance policies tot.al somewhat 

over $800,000.00 A Just a little over $800,-
000.00, now, about $812,000.00-around that 
figure. 

Mr. Rosecranz: That is all. 
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F. Ernest Rea, cross. 

Cross examination by Mr. Dumont. 

Q Those policies are 80 per cent. policies, are 
they not? A Yes, sir. 

Q Do you know what 80 per cent. means? A 
That is, insured for 80 per cent. of the full 
value. 10 

Q Who 1~ays the other 20 per cent. if there is 
not a complete loss? A Why, we are the co-
msurers. 

Q So that if you had a building burned par-
tially up there, how much of it would the in-
surance pay you, and how much would the 
school have to pay for itselH A We pay 20 
per cent. 

Q So that, in other words, when you say you 
20 are carrymg that insurance, $780,000.00, one-

fifth of it is at our own risk, is it not? A 
Absolutely. 

Q So that that amount of $780,000.00 would 
practically be reduced one-fifth unless there is a 
complete lo s; is that right? A That is right. 

By Mr. Rosecranz. 

Q You mean that you should carry 100 per 
cent., in addition to that, don't you '? You would 30 
expect to get that from the insurance company 
for a total loss, clon 't you, the amount of your 
policy? A 80 per cent. of the amount; we are 
co-insurer· to 20 per cent. of that, as specified on 
the policy. 

The Chairmai1 : Gentlemen, I "Till tell you 
what I think about this. I think we are going 
a long way around about a matter that I 
think it i a quo tion of law. 40 
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.. William ]( ,int.?:, direct-cross. 

Mr. Rosecranz: That is all it is, I will 
agree with you on that; but I will have to 
follow along. 

Mr. Dumont : I am all through. 
Mr. Rosecranz: One other witness, then I 

am finished. I just want to follow along on 
Mr. Dumont's testimony. I realize it is a 
question of law. 

WILLIAM KINTZ, produced as a witness on 
behalf of the Township, having been first duly 
sworn, on oath was examined by Mr. Rose-
cranz, and testified as follows : 

20 Q You are a member of the Township Com-
mittee of the Township of Blair town? A Yes, 
sir. 

Q Are you acquainted with the buildings 
around about Blair Academy. A I have been 
up around there quite a lot. 

Q Have you had farm experience? A Some, 
yes. 

Q Do you own a farm f A I used to. 
Q Are you acquainted with estimating acre-

3 0 age, farm acreage 1 A Little, yes. 
Q What, in your judgment, is the acreage 

covered by the buildings around Blair Hall-
Blair Academy f A Twenty acres. 

Mr. Rosecranz: That i all. 

Cross exaniination by Mr. Dumont. 

Q Have you had anything to do with any 

40 surveys, Mr. Kintzf A No, ir. 
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William , Kintz, cross. 

Q Have you ever had your own farm sur-
veyed 1 A No, as it has laid; I don't own any 
farm now. 

Q But, I see, the one you used to own~ A 
No. 

Q Did you ever have that surveyed~ A No, 
I never had. 10 

Q So that when you make that estimate, you 
say you do not make it from any actual ex-
perience, but just your own thought on the 
matter; is that right! A Yes. 

Mr. Dumont: That is all. 
Mr. Rosecranz: That is all; we rest. 

THE TOWNSHIP RESTS. 

Mr. Dumont: Now, I would suggest that 
the Board go up and view the premises, to 
see for yourselves what the situation is. 

The Chairman: Now, Mr. Rosecranz, the 
Board is going up to view that property, and 
we would like you to go along and give me 
any information you wish, also the other side. 

TESTIMONY CLOSED. 

20 

30 
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This indenture made and concluded this 
Twenty-second day of August in ·the year of our 
Lord, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty 
Eight. Between John I. Blair & Ann Blair his 

10 wife of the Village Blairstown in the County of 
Warren and State of New Jersey of the 
part, and the Reverend John A Riley Elder 
Philip Rauh Elder Jacob Lanterman Peter Lant-
erman and John I. Blair all of the Township of 
Blairsto-wn County and State aff oresaid, of the 
second part, and which several persons are here-
by constituted and appointed trustees for the pur-
pose of receiving this deed of gift hy John I Blair 
and Ann Blair which consist of a certain Iott of 

20 
land hereinafter particularly de cribed and which 
lands is hereby given and conveyed for the pur-
pose and under all the conditions hereinafter 
mentioned and enjoined, and is intended for 
building and errecting and accademy uppon the 
same which is to be for the use of of the inhabi-
tants of the Village of Blairstown and vicinity 
with such others who see proper to patronise 
tho school forever, aud to be used for and ac-
cademy or school at all times hereafter and for 

3 0 
no other continued purpose. And to be under 
tlw control of the present con tituted trustees 
during thrir natural lives and in case of death or 
resignation tho vacancy shall at at all times 
hereafter be filled by the elders and session of the 
First Pro byterian Church of Blairstown, except 
that the clergyman of said First Presbyterian 
Church of Blairstown shall always be a trustee 
and always be the President of said Board of 
Trustees as it is intended that the control of 
the Arrademy a school with thr land shall always 

40 
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be under and subject to the control, and manage-
ment of the session of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Blairstown after the death a resigna-
tion of the present Board of Trustees whose 
names are herein mentioned, and which trustees 
and their successors for all time to come are 
hereby empowered to establish and cause to be 10 
such a cho ~l or seminary for learning or such or 
parrochial school as shall conform to the direc-
tion of the Newton Presbyterian Presbytery or 
in conformity to the Presbyterian Board of Edu-
cation of the United States and it shall not be 
consideTed as a violation of this deed for the 
trustees hereby constituted or their successors 
to permit a common school to be kept in said 
accademy from time to time as they may deem 
expedient it may also be used for such public 20 
.lectures which may tend to promote morality 
religion and their increse of knowledge or bene-
fit society by permision of said trustees as oc-
casion may require-

Butied, bu,tted and bounded as follows and 
situate in the Village of Blairstown beginning at 
a hickory tree where two stands together at the 
largest one and is also a corner to the Methodist 
Church Iott, given by John I. Blair thence 1, 
North twenty two links East to a stake in line 30 
Methodist Church lott 2, norih one & a quarter 
degrees "\Vest one chain thirty seven links to a 
stake orth side of the hill 3, South eighty two 
degrees West one chain fifty brn links to a stake 
North side of the hill, 4, South eleven and half 
degrees vVest one chain and seven links to a 
stake both stakes and line ranges presisely with 
the West side of N. T. 1\forri dwelling house 5, 
South seventy nine degrees East ninety links to 
elm tree where there tancls together the North- ~O 
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erly one 6, North eighty four degrees East sixty 
six links to the beginning, containing one half 
acre of land be the same more or less. It is 
expressly reserved on the part of John I. Blair 
that this property shall never be sold by the said 
trustees or any other persons whatever by virtue 

10 of any pretence or authority whatever or used 
for any other purpose but what intended and 
specified for that any sale of the property under 
any pretence or any condition use of it contrary 
to the meaning & spirit of this deed, -shall 
a forfeiture of this donation and the said loU 
shall to the said John I. Blair or his heirs 
for their use and benefit as it is intended that 
the property shall be used for the purpose in-
tended until the end of time and the aid John I. 

20 Blair and Ann Blair and their heirs will and 
shall warrant ecure and forever defend all and 
singular the said land hereditaments and premi es 
hereby granted with the appurtenances unto the 
said trustees hereby constituted and their suc-
ces ors forever for the uses and purposes ex-
pressed again. t the lawful claim and demand of 
all and every person whatever freely a11d clearly 
discharged from all manner of incumbrances 
whatever. 

3 o In witness whereof the said John I. Blair & 

40 

Ann Blair hath hereunto set their hand and seal 
the day and year fir t above written. 

JOH I. BLAIR L. 

A N BLAIR LS 

Signed, sealed and delivered in the 
presence of 

MARSHAL HUNT 
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STATE OF NEw JERSEY WARREN CouNTY, ss. · 
Be it remembered that on the Fifth day of 

April A. D. 1849, personally appeared before the 
subscriber Marshal Hunt, one of the commission-
ers appointed for taking the proof and acknowl-
edgement of deeds &c in said County John I. 10 Blair and Ann Blair his wife who I am ·satisfied 
are the grnntors mentioned in the witliin deed 
and to whom I first made known the contents 
thereof and thereupon the said John I. Blair 
and Ann Blair acknowledged that they signed, 
sealed and delivered the same as their voluntary 
act & deed for the uses and purposes therein 
mentioned and the said Ann Blair being by me 
examined separate & apart from her husband 
acknowledged that she signed, sealed and de-
livered the same freely without any fear threat 20 
or compulsion of her said husband. 

MARSHAL HUNT 

Red 'c and recorded April 13th. 1849 
J. I. BROWNE CLK. 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY,} 
C W ss. OUN TY OF ARREN. 

I, RAMSEY REESE, lerk of the County of vVar-
ren, in the said State of e-w Jersey, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true, full and cor-
rect copy of a Deed Made by John I. Blair and 
Wife to The Tru tees of Academy Lott in Blair -
town, record~d in Deed Bk 30 on pages 54 7 etc., 
as the am is taken from and compared with the 
original thereof in my office. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 

30 

my hand and cal of the said County of "\Varren, 40 
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at Belvidere, in said County, this sixth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord One Thousand 
Nine Hundred and twenty eight. 

RAMSEY REESE 
(SEAL) 

Warren County · Clerk's Office 

CERTIFIED COPY 
OF A 
DEED 

John I. Blair & Wf. 

To 

Clerk. 

20 The Trustees of Academy 

30 

40 

Lott in Blairstown. 

Dated August 22nd, 1848. 
Recorded April 13th, 1849. 
Book 30 Page 54 7 etc. 

Ramsey Reese 
Clerk . 
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Stamps 50c 

This indenture made the Eleventh day of April 
in the year of our Lord On~ Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Seventy between John I. Blair and 
Ann Blair his wife of the Village of Blairsto,vn lO 
in the Cou~,.iy of Warren and State of New Jersey 
of the First Part; and the Rev 'd Messrs. Thomas 
A. Sanson of Blairstown N. J. Aron H. Hand 
D. D. Bloomsbury N. J. David Tully Belvidere 
N. J. Thomas M. Cauley Hackettstown N J. 
William C. Stett Johnsonburg N. J. Myron Bar-
rett N e,Yton N J Robt B Forsman Middough, Pa. 
William Laurie, Stewartsville N J Henry B. 
Townsend Phillipsburg N. J. and Messrs. Charles 
Scribner J Blair Scribner and Clarence Blair 20 
Mitchel of New York City Dewitt C. Blair, 
Belvidere N. J. and John I. Blair John C. John-
son M. D. ancl Charles E. Vail of Blairstown 
N. J. in trust for the uses and purposes herein-
after fully described of the Second Part 
Witnesseth that the said party of the First Part 
for and in consideration of the sum of One Dol-
lar, la,dull money of ihe United States of 
America, to them in hand well and truly paid by 
the said party of the Second Part, at or before 30 
the sea ling and delivery of these pre ents the 
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged and the 
said party of the First Part therewith fully 
satisfied, contented and paid and for other good 
considerations mom:ing them these to have given 
granted bargained sold aliened relea ed en-
f coffod, conveyed, and confirm eel and by these 
presents clo give, grant, bargain, sell, alien, re-
lease, enfeoff, convey, and confirm, to the said 
party of the Second Part, and to their succes- 40 



122 
Exhibit P. ,2. 

sors in office forever. All, that c~rtain tract, or 
parcel of land and premises hereinafter par-
ticularly d'escribed situate lying and being in 
the Village of Blairstown in the County of War-
ren and State of New Jersey 

Butted and bounded as follows, beginning at a 
1 O stake in the road leading from the Presbyterian 

Parso11age in the Village of Blairstown to Walnut 
Valley distant fifty five links in a course orth 
thirty three degrees, East from a large Hickory 
Tree, said s'take being in a line of lands of Rev 
John A Reiley thence in his line (1) North 
thirty five degrees E~st two chains and four 
links ( 35. E. 2.04) to a stake, corner to said 
Reiley ( 2) North sixty degrees West five chains 
and ninety links ( N 60"\V. 5.90) to a stake corner 

20 to Isaac Bunnell (3) North t-\venty nine and a 
half degrees Ea t five chains and fifty eight links 
( N 291/2 E. 5.58) to a small black oak corner to 
Mathias Vass, ( 4) South sixty two and one 
quarter degrees East seven chains and one link 
( S 62 ¼ E. 7 .01) passing through the fork of a 
twin white oak to a stake and stones di tant one 
chain and eighty two links in a cour e North 
seventy six Ea t from a large black oak an orig-
inal corner ( 5) North seventy six degrees East 

30 six chains and sixty four link ( T 76 E., 64) to a 
huge black oak vasis corner and an original 
corner, in the partition of the Bowl by E tate in 
1821 ( 6) orth ixty ix degree 11Jast five chain s 
and twenty one links (N 66 E. 521) to a beech 
tree on the "\Vesterly bank of John I. Blair mill 
pond (7) South ixty nine degree .. Ea t sevent y 
t v,To link ( S. 69 E. 0.72) to a lill(l ln tree on th o 
bank of the pond (8) outh thirty even degre es 
Ea. t one chain and twenty two link ( S 37 E . 

40 1.22) to an iron wood tree on bank of the pon d 
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(9) South thirty four and a half degrees East 
one chain and eleven links ( S 34½ E. 1.11) to a 
white oak (10) South forty five and a half de-
grees West fifty t\Yo links (S 45½W. 0.52) to 
stake and stories on brow of hill ( 11) North 
thirty six and a half degrees West one chain and 
ninety four links (N 36½ W. 1.94) to a double 10 
white oak (12) South sixty and a half degrees 
West two chains and ninety six links ( S 60½ 
W. 296) to stake and stones (13) South twenty 
nine and a half degrees East sixty two links 
(S29½ E.062) to stake and stones (14) South 
fifty seven and a half degrees West sixty one 
links ( S 57½ W 061) through and elm to a 
small hickory (15) South sixty one degrees West 
three chains and ninety links (S 61 W, 3.90) to 
a post (16) South fifty and three quarter degrees 20 
We t six chains and seventy five links (S 50¾ 
W 6.75) to stake and stones (17) South one half 
degre East one ch_ain and sixty seven links ( S½ 
E ] 67) to a small maple standing in a row with 
others of it · size ( 18) T orth eighty and a half 
degre0s W 0 t three chains and forty six links 
(N 80% \V. 3.46) to a stake (19) South fifty eight 
and a half degree We t seventy eight links ( S 
58% W, 0.78) to a stake (20) South nineteen de-
grees 'West ninety- even links ( 19 W 0.97) to 3 0 
an app1e trf (21) orth twenty two degrees 
We t two chain and ix teen .link ( N 22 W 2.16) 
to the place of beo-inning. Containing nine acre 
of land, more 1 s , and is the same property on 
which i now erected the large three tory tone 
buil<li1w known a "Blair Hall" together with 
all and i1)0'ular the hou.:e , buil<lino- , tree , 
wayR, prirnlfgc, and [Hlvanhtg0 , with ihr ap-
purtenances to the ame belonging or in any-
wisP app rtaininO' to have and to hold all and 40 
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singular the above described land and premises 
with the appurtenances, unto the said party of 
the Second Part and their successors, forever. 
In trust, nevertheless to and for the uses and 
purposes following: That is to say the said 
land and premises hereinbefore described to-

1 O gether with the buildings and improvements 
thereon now erected or which may hereafter be 
erected are to be held by the said parties of the 
Second Part and their succes ors in trust for 
the Presbytery of Newton and the design and 
object of the parties of the First Part in making 
this conveyance is to aid and assist in establish-
ing of an institution of learning of high order 
on the said premise : Said institution to be 
untler the exclusive contrnl and management of 

20 the aid Presbytery of ewton, who shall from 
time to time appoint from their members a com-
mii.i.er of not l<'s, · tban 1ivo mini,·ton, ancl two lay-
men of ·which committee the Paf-tor of the F1 irst 
Presbyterian Church of Blain;;town N. ,J. at tho 
time being hall be chairman ex offi ·io, and who 
shall con tit ute a Board of 1fanao-ers, for aid in-
stitution and, ·with the exception of tho ehairman, 
hold their office during the plea ure of the said 
Presbytery the rights and duti s of the partie s 

30 of the Second Part to this indenture shall be to 
reeeive and hold the aforesaid land and premi es 
for the uses and purpose· above me11tio11ed and 
in ca c of the death or resignation of any or all 
of thP said trnstee · the aid Presbytery of N cw-
ton shall have po,Ycr to elect other to fill thei r 
places but nothing in the e pre ents shall be 
construed a· requiring the ori 0 ·inal number to he 
retained and it is expre ly under tood that th e 
grove along the side of the mill pond as well as 

40 other irees on the property arc to be preserv ed 
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and that tho inmates and friends of the said in-
stitution may at all times have access to the 
water bathing and other purposes, and may erect 
one or more boat or bathing houses along the 
shore of the said pond provided that the water 
power be not impeded or obstructed or the right 
of backwater abridged to the said party of the 
First Pa rt their heirs or assigns. And the said 
party of the First Part hereby express their 
earnest desire that the scale of prices be so 
regulated, (if possible) that the children of of 
the agricultural community, as well as those of 
the ministers of this and other Presbyterians 
may ever have at thi place an opportunity of 
obtaining a through education at moderate ex-
pense. And the said John I. Blair and Ann 
Blair do for themselves, their heirs executors and 
administrators, covenant and grant to and with 
the said party of the econd Part and their suc-
ce ors that they the aid John I. Blair and Ann 
Blair are the true and lawful owners, of all and 
ingular the above <le cribe<l land and premise 

and of evrry part and parcel thereof with the 
appurtenances, thereto brlonging and that tho 
said land and premise in any part thereof at the 
time of the ealing and delivery of the e pre ents 
arP not incumh _ered by any mortgage judgment or 
limitation or by any inrnmbrance, what oever by 
which the title of the ai~ party of the Second 
Part hereby made or intended to be made for the 
abovr de cribed land and premise,, can or may 
be changed, char red, alterPd or defeated in any 
way what oever; and al ·o that the , aid party of 
the First Part now have good right full power 
and lawfull authority to grant, baro-ain, sell and 
convey the aid land and premi e m manner 
afore, aid. And al~o that they will warrant 

10 

20 

30 

40 
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secure and forever defend, the said land and 
premises unto the said trustees and their suc-
cessors, forever against the lawfull claims and 
demands of all and evry person or persons, freely 
and clearly freed and discharged of and from all 
manner ~f incumbrances ·whatsoever, and fur-

10 ther that they the said parties of the First Part 
will make execute and deiver all such further 
assurances, instruments and conveyances as shall 
from time to time be neccessary and as the said 
parties of the Second Part or their council 
learned in the law shall reasonably advised or 
rnquired for the better carrying . into effect the 
purposes of this indenture, in witness whereof 
the said parties of the First Part have hereunto 
set their hands and seals the day and year, fin;;t 

20 above written. 

JOHN I. BLAIR (SEAL) 
ANN BLAIR (SEAL) 

Signed, sealed and delivered in the 
presence of 

:.\IARSHAL HT TT 

STATE OF NEw JEirnEY } 
30 ,VARREN COUNTY ss 

Be it remembered that on the 12ih day of 
April in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy, before me the under igned a Master in 
Chancery of New ,Jersey personally appeared 
John I. Blair and Ann Blair his wife who I am 
saii fled are the grnnior in the within deed of 
conveyance 1rnan11er; and I having fir t mad e 
kno :n1 to them the content thereof they did ac-

4 0 knowledge that they igne<l ~ea led and delivere d 
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the same as their voluntary act and deed for the 
uses and purposes expressed, and the said Ami 
Blair being by me privately examined separately 
and apart from her said husband, she did further 
acknowledge that she signed, sealed and delivered 
the same as her voluntary act and deed, freely 
and without any fear, threats or compulsion of 10 
or from hrr said husband . 

.MARSHAL HU1 T :M. C. C. 

Received and recorded April 25th. A. D. 1870 

II. ·wINTER, CLK. 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY,} 
C W ss. 

OUN TY OF ARREN. 

I, RAMSEY REESE, Clerk of the County of War-
ren, in the aid State of New Jersey, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true, full and cor-
rect copy of a Deed Made by John I. Blair & 
Wife to Rev. Thoma A. Sauson et als., recorded 
in Deed Book 78 on pages 143 etc., as the ame is 
taken from and comparrd ·with the original there-
of in my office. 

IN TEsTrMo ... Y W1rnnEOF, I have hereunto set 

20 

my hand and cal of the said County of Warren, 30 
at Belvidere, in ·aid County, this sixth day of 
J\farrh, in the year of our Lord Onr Thousand 
Nine Hnndrccl and Tw nty-eight. 

(SEAL) 
RA fSEY REE E 

Clerk. 

40 



128 

Warren County Clerk's Office 

CERTIFIED COPY 
OF A 
DEED 

1 o John I. Blair & wife 

20 

To 

Rev. Thomas A. Souson et als. 

Dated April 11th, 1870. 

Recorded April 25th, 1870. 

Book 78 Page 143 etc. 

RAMSEY REESE 
Clerk. 

EXHIBIT P. 3. 

JOHN I BLAIR This Ind en tu re 
TO made the twenty-

REV. DR. BUTLER fourth day of May 
ET AL TRUSTEES in the year of Our 

Lord one thou and eight hundred and eight y 
30 nine Between ,John I. Blair of the Village of 

Blair to,rn in the ounty of ,v arren and tate 
of New Jersey of the first part and the Rev. 
Dr. Butler of Blair town Rev. R. B. Fore man 
of John, onshurg Rev. E. lark Cline of Phillip s-
burg Rev: Alan en A. Haine of Hamburg Rev. J. 
DeHart Bruen of Bel Tidere Seldon Scranto n, 
K q., of Oxford De Witt ;linton Blnir of Belvi-
dere and vV. H. Vail of Blair town in tru t never-
thele for the u e and purpo e hereafter fully 

40 stated of the second part. 
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Witnesseth that the said party of the first part 
for and in consideration of the sum of one dol-
lar lawful money of the United States of America 
him in hand ·well and truly paid by the said party 
of the second part at or before the sealing and 
delivery of these presents the receipt whereof is 
hereby acknowledged and the said party of the 10 
first part therewith fully satisfied contented and 
paid, and for other good considerations moving 
him thereto has given granted bargained sold 
aliened released conveyed & confirmed and by 
these presents does give grant bargain sell alien 
release convey and confirm to the said party of . 
the second part and to their successors in office 
forever All that certain tract or partel of land 
and premi es hereinafter particularly described 
situate lying and being in the village of Blairs- 20 
town in the County of Warren and State of New 
Jersey butted and bounded as follo-,rn, 

Beginning at a maple tree near the still and 
walk leading from the Presbyterian Parsonage 
to Blair Hall distant one chain ancl eighty seven 
links ( 1.87) on a com, e north eight & one quarter 
degrees East (1 8¼E) from the north west 
corner of the tone building knO\\'n as Blairstown 
Academy thence (1) as the needle pointed May 
16th 1889 North fifty nine and one half degrees 30 
:F~a t (N 59% E) five chains and sixty four links 
( 5.64) to a stake for a corner t-wenty five feet 
(25.) distant on a course of Torth thirty four 
and a quarter degr es West (N 34¼ W) from 
the corner post of the garden fence and distant 
one chain and forty two link ( 1.42) from the 
South Ea i orner of the Gymna ium on a course 
of South eighteen degrees West ( 18 W) Thence 
(2) 1 orth fifty seven degree East (N 57. E) ix 
chains anc1 fourteen (6.14) to a . take for a corner 40 
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twenty five feet from the garden fence post on a 
course of North thirty two degrees West (N 
32W) and distant one chain and seventy three 
links from a crotched top hickory tree on a 
course of South forty seven and a quarter de- -
grees East ( S 4 7¼ E) Thence ( 3) North forty 

l O eight and a quarter degrees East (N 48¼, E) 
three chains and twenty nine links ( 3.29) to a 
stake in the line of Blair Hall lot twenty five 
feet from a post in the fence corner to Blair Hall 
lot thence ( 4) by the line of said lot North thirty 
five and one half degrees West (N 35½ W) one 
chain and fifty six links ( 1.56) to a crotched white 
oak tree to a corner of Blair Hall lot thence ( 5) 
Still by the same South sixty one and one half 
degrees West ( 61 ½ W) two chains and ninety 

20 six links (2.96) to a stake thence (6) South 
twenty eight and one half degree East (S 28% 
E) sixty two links ( .62) to a take thence ( 7) 
South fifty eight and one half degrees West ( S 
58½ W) sixty one links ( .61) to a hickory tree 
a corner of the Blair Hall lot thence ( 8) South 
sixty two degrees West ( S 62 W) three chains 
an<l ninety link ( 3.90) to a corner near the 
Gymna ium thence ( 9) South fifty and one 
quarter degree West (s 50¼ W) six chains and 

3 o seventy five links ( 6.75) to a take thence (10) 
outh one half degr()e We t (S % W) one chain 

and twenty nine links (1.29) to the place of be-
ginning. Containing two acres and forty seven 
hundredth of an acre and to be the ame mor e 
or le , . To have an<l to hold all and everal th e 
above described land and premi es with the ap-
purte11ance unto tbe aid party of the second 
part and their sncce. or forever in trust nev er-
thele s to and for the use and purpo es follow-

40 i1w tliat i. to "ay the , aid land and premi ses 
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hereinbeforo described together with whatever 
buildings or improvements may now be thereon 
or may hereafter be erected thereon are to be 
held by the said parties of the second part and 
their successors forever in trust for the Presby-
tery of Newton, and the object and design of the 
party of the first part in making this conveyance 10 
is to enable the above named trustees and their 
successors by possessing more land to the more 
readily and more thoroughly carry out the de-
signs and ends of the Institution which belongs 
to the Presbytery of Newton and which is known 
as Blair Presbyterial Academy and whose 
grounds join the above described parcel or tract 
of land and the object of which are fully de-
scribed in a certain Deed made on the eleventh 
day of April A. D. 1870 between the same parties 20 
as are concerned in this deed and which is 
recorded in the office of the County Clerk. And 
the land hereby conveyed with the appurtenances 
thereon hall be vested in the Pre bytery of 
1T e,don to all intent and purposes and to the 
same ext0nt that the land mentioned in the deed 
above de crib cl and ihe tru tees above named 
shall everally be under ihe power of said Presby-
tery to ihe ame extent a, in the above referred 
to deed. The party of the second part shall 30 
have no power to ell or di po. e of the property 
named in thi d ed but aid property shall always 
remain and helong io Blair Pre hyterial da<l-
rmy. 

In "\Vitne ·whereof the . aid party of the first 
part has h reunto set hi hand and cal the 
<lay aml year above written. 

John I. Blair 

40 
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Signed Sealed and Delivered 
in the presence of 

William C. Howell 

10 STATE OF NEW JERSEY} 
W C ss. 

ARREN OUNTY 

Be it Remembered that on this twenty fourth 
day of May in the year of Our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty nine before me the 
undersigned a commissioner of Deeds in and for 
said County personally appeared John I. Blair 
who I am satisfied is the grantor in the within 
Deed of Conveyance named and I having made 
known to them the contents thereof he did ac-

20 kno,·dedge that he signed sealed and delivered the 
same as his voluntary act and deed for the pur-
poses therein expressed. 

William C. Howell 
Comr of Deeds. 

Received & Recorded 
Jnne 24th, A. D. 1889 

Theo P. Ilopler 
30 Clerk. 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY, l 
COUNTY OF w ARREN f ss. 

I, RAMSEY REESE, Clerk of the County of War-
ren, in the said State of Ne·w Jersey, do hersby 
certify that the foregoing i a true, full and cor-
rect copy of a Deed :Made by John I. Blair to Rev . 
Dr. Butler et al Trustees recorded in Book 139 

4 0 of Deed on pages 363 etc., as the same is taken 

.C, 

I 
) 
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from and compared with the original thereof 
in my office. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
my hand and seal of the said County of Warren, 
at Belvidere, in said County, this sixth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord One Thousand 
Nine Hundred and Twenty-eight. 1 O 

RAMSEY REESE 
(SEAL) Clerk. 

Warren County Clerk's Office 

CERTIFIED COPY 
OF A 
DEED 

John I. Blair 

To 

Rev. Dr. Butler et als 
Trustees. 

Dated May 24, 1889 
Recorded June 24th, 1889. 
Book 139 Page 363 etc. 

RAMSEY REESE 

EXHIBIT P. 4. 

Valuation 

Owners 
Blair Academy 

Value of 
Other Personal 

$30,000. 

No. of 
Total Value 

Land & 
Acres Land Improvements Improvements 

100 $5,000. $895,000. $900,000. 
Total Net Value Amount of Tax on Marked 

Real and Personal Real and Personal in Red 
$930,000. $25,296.00 p.4 

20 

30 

40 
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REASONS. 

NE"\V .JERSEY SUPREME COURT. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND BOARD 
OF MAN AGERS OF BLAIR AcAD-
R MY, and BLAIR AcADEMY, 

P rosec1-1tors, 
vs. 

STATE BoARD OF TAXES AND As-
SESSMENTS and THE TAXING 
DISTRICT OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
BLA ms-row IN THE CouNTY 
OF \\"AHREX, 

Defe11rlant .. 

On 
Certiorari. 

Rea ans. 

The prosecutors, by ·wayne Dumont, their at-
torney, come and pray that the as. essmenis for 
the purpose of taxation for the year 1927, made 
again t Board of Tm, tees of Blair Academy, 
Board of 11anagcr of Blair Academy and Blair 
Arademy, as 8tated in the ,nit of certiorari al-
lowed in this cause, and the personal property 
rontained in . ·aid building,, a e ed by the Tax-

30 ing District of the Towrn,hip of Blair town in the 
County of Wanen at $930,000.00, which asses -
ment ·were ,' t a idc by order and jnd ment of 
ihe ·warren County Board of Taxation and which 
asse ... sments w0re rein ,tated on appeal by the 
State Board of Taxe and A sos ment , revers-
ing the judgmPnt of ihe Warren 1ouniy Board 
of rraxation, may be canrclled, ... et a. id and for 
not hi1w holden, for the following rea .. 011 : 

1. The jud<rment of th tatc Board of Taxc::-; 

40 and As ... e ment of .January 10, 1928, restori1w 
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the assessment and reversing the action of the 
Warren County Board of Tnxation and cancelling 
tho same, is illegal, unjust and improper in that 
Raid Board holds that there was no proof that 
any of tho parties claiming the exemption, to wit, 
the Board of Trustees and Board of Managers 
of Blair Academy or Blair Academy, holding the 10 
legal or rr;nitable title to the property are in-
corporated or organized under the laws of New 
,Jer ey and authorized to carry out a purpose 
for which thr exemption may ho allmYed. 

2. The lands and buildings and personal prop-
erty contained therein, which are the subject of 
the a· essment, are within the purview of Sec-
tion 203, subdivi~ion 4 of Chapter 221 of the 
Laws of 1925, being entitled '' An Act to Amend 
an act entitled 'An Act for the Assessment and 20 
( 

1olleciion of Taxes (Revision of 1918, approved 
)lfarch 4, 1918),'" which exempts from taxation 
all buildino-. actually u eel for colleges, schools, 
ac-ademj<j ·, etr., thu land ·whereon any of the 
said buildin >·, hereiHlwforc mentioned are erected 
and which may be 11ece . ary for the fair enjoy-
ill('nt thereof and which is devoted to the purpose 
above mentioned aJl(l to no other purpo~e, and 
does not exceed five a res in extent; and the 
furnjture and per. ·onal prnpol'ty in . aid build-
ings; prnvicled that the said buildings and the 
land 011 ·which they tand, or the a sociations, 
corporation · or in iitutions using and occupyirw 
tho same as afore, aid, arc not rondncted for 
profit; and that the as,·oeiation, corporation or 
institution claiming thi .· c.·Pmption, to \Yit, the 
proseeutor. her in, own the property in que tion 
and arc incorporated or oro-anized under the 
law ' of this statr and arr authorized to carry out 

30 

tho pmpo .·os on account of ·which the exemption 40 
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is claimed; and that the said land and the build-
ings standing thereon and the personal property 
contained therein are, therefore, exempt from 
taxation within the meaning of this statute; and 
that the prosecutor is entitled to claim exemption 
from taxation within the meaning of the statute. 

3. That the assessments on the lands and 
buildings aforesaid, are in divers and other re-
spects illegal, unjust, oppressive and inequitable; 
and that the judgment of the State Board of 
Taxes and Assessments restoring the said as-
sessment and reversing the judgment of the 
,,N arren County Board of Taxation, should be 
set aside and for nothing holden. 

·wAYNE DUMONT, 
Atty. of Prosecutor. 

Service of the within reasons is hereby ac-
knowledged this 16th day of April, 1928. 

EGBERT RO ECRA 
Atty. for Taxing Di trict of the 

Town hip of Blairstown. 

lDDWARD L. KATZE BACH, 
Attorney-General, 

Atty. for State Board of Taxes 
and Assessment s. 
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OPINION OF SUPREME COURT. 
Filed May 14, 1928. 

NEW JERSEY SUPREME COURT. 

No. 256, May Term, 1928. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND BOARD OF 
MAN AGERS OF BLAIR ACADEMY 
and BLAIR ACADEMY, 

Prosecutors, 

vs. 
STATE BoARD OF TAXES AND As-

SESSMENTs, et als., 
Defendants. 

On 
Certiorari. 

10 

20 
Argued May 3, 1928; decided May 14, 1928. 
Before Justices Minturn, Black, and Campbell. 

For the prosecutor , Messrs. Wayne Du-
mont and Jehiel G. Shipman. 

For the defendant, Taxing District of the 
Township of Blairstown, Egbert Rosecrans, Esq. 

For the defendant, State Board of Taxes and 
Assessment, Edward L. Katzenbach, Attorney- 30 
General. 

PER CuRIAM: 

The certiorari in this case was allowed to 
review an order or judgment of the State Board 
of Taxes and Assessments, dated January 10, 
1928, reinstating a certain assessment made by 
the Taxing District of the Township of Blairs-
town in the County of Warren for the purpose 
of taxation for the year 1927, which order or 

1
Q 
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judgment of the State Board of Taxes and 
Assessment set aside and reversed the judgment 
of the Warren County Board of Taxation filed 
July 16, 1927, cancelling the said assessment. 
The ground or basis of the judgment of the State 
Board of Taxes and Assessment was, there was 

10 '' no proof produced before the Board indicating, 
that any of the parties claiming the exception 
( i. e., for school purposes) and holding the legal 
or equitable title to the property in question, 
are incorporated or organized under the laws of 
New Jersey and authorized to carry out a pur-
pose for which this exemption may be allowed'' 
as provided for in the General Tax Act, P. L. 
1925, p. 537, sec. 203 ( 4). The property is 
owned as a subsidiary to the Presbytery of 

20 Newton, N. J., under three trust deeds, Exhibits 
P. 1, P. 2 and P. 3. An academy, school or in-
stitution of learning is operated under these trust 
deeds under the control of the Presbytery. 

It is entirely settled to claim exemption the 
facts must clearly bring the case within the terms 
of the statute. Nothing can be left to implication. 
A statute granting immunity from taxation must 
be strictly construed. 

30 Our reading of the record satisfies us, that 
the judgment of the State Board under the facts 
as disclosed by the record was proper. The re-
sult is the judgment of the State Board is 
affirmed and the certiorari is dismissed with 
costs. 
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RULE ON AFFIRMANCE. 

Filed July 5, 1928. 

NEW JERSEY SUPREME COURT. 

BoARD OF TRUSTEES AND BoARD OF 
MAN AGERS OF BLAIR ACADEMY 
and BLAIR ACADEMY, 

Prosecutors, 

vs. 

STATE BoAnD OF TAXES AND As -
SESSMENT and TAXING Drs-
TRICT OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
BLAIRSTOWN IN THE COUNTY 
OF WARREN, 

Defendants. 

On 
Certiorari. 

Rule on 
Affirmance. 

This cause having been duly argued at the 
May, 1928, term of this court, by Wayne Du-
mont and J ehiel G. Shipman, of counsel with 

10 

20 

the prosecutors, and Edward L. Katzenbach, 
Attorney-General, and Egbert Rosecrans, of 
counsel with defendants, and the Court having 
considered the same and finding no error in the 
record or judgment and assessment of the State 30 
Board of Taxes and Assessment; 

It is, thereupon, ORDERED and ADJUDGED that 
the judgment and assessment of the State Board 
of Taxes and Assessment, removed by writ of 
certiorari in this ca use, be affirmed with costs, 

40 



10 

20 

30 , 

140 
Rule on Affirmance. 

and that the record be remitted to the State 
Board of Taxes and Assessment to be proceeded 
with in accordance with this judgment and the 
practice in such case made and provided. 

Rule entered, July 5, 1928. 
On motion of 

EGBERT ROSECRANS, 
Attorney for Defendants. 

1' 
f 
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NOTICE AND GROUNDS OF APPEAL. 

Filed July 12, 1928. 

NEW JERSEY SUPREME COURT. 

BoARD OF TRUSTEES AND BoARD OF 
MAN AGERS OF BLAIR ACADEMY 
and BLAIR AcADEMY, 

Appellants, 

vs. 
STATE BoARD oF TAXES AND As-

SESSMENTS and TAXING Drs-
TRICT OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

BLAIRSTOWN IN THE COUNTY 
OF WARREN, 

Respondents. 

On 
Certiorari. 

Notice of 
Appeal and 
Grounds. 

To Egbert Rosecrans, attorney for the Taxing 
District of the Township of Blairstown, and 
Edward L. Katzenbach, attorney for State 
Board of Taxes and Assessments, respond-
ents; 

TAKE NOTICE, that the appellants, Board of 
Trustees and Board of Managers of Blair 
Academy and Blair Academy, hereby appeal to 
the Court of Errors and Appeals in the last 
resort in all causes in New Jersey, from the 
whole of the judgment entered in this cause on 
the following grounds : 

1. The judgment of the Supreme Court which 
affirmed the judgment and assessment of the _ 
State Board of Taxes and Assessments in the 
above-entitled cause, was illegal and improper. 

10 

20 

30 

40 



142 
Notice and Grounds of Appeal. 

2. The Supreme Court should have reversed 
the judgment of the State Board of Taxes and 
Assessments in the above-entitled case; whereas, 
the Supreme Court illegally and improperly 
affirmed the said judgment. 

10 3. The judgment of the Supreme Court 
affirming the judgment of the State Board of 
Taxes and Assessments is illegal, unjust and 
improper, because said judgment of the Supreme 
Court holds that there was no proof that any 
of the parties claiming the exemption from 
taxation, to wit, the appellants, the Board of 
Trustees and Board of Managers of Blair 
Academy, hold the title to the property or are 
incorporated or organized under the Laws of 

2o New Jersey, and authorized to carry out the 
purpose for which the exemption was claimed. 

4. The judgment of the Supreme Court, 
affirming the judgment of the State Board of 
Taxes and Assessments, is illegal and improper 
because the said judgment of the Supreme Court 
holds that the lands, buildings and personal 
property contained therein, which were assessed 
by the respondent, the Taxing District of the 
Township of Blairstown, are not within the pur-

30 view of Section 203, Subdivision 4, of Chapter 
221 of the Laws of 1925, entitled, "An Act to 
amend an act entitled, 'An Act for the collection 
and assessment of Taxes,' (Revision of 1918), 
approved March 4, 1918,'' and are not entitled to 
exemption from taxation within the meaning of 
the statute; whereas, the said lands, buildings 
and personal property are exempt from taxation 
within the meaning of said act. 

40 
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5. The judgment of the Supreme Court, 
affirming the judgment of the State Board of 
Taxes and Assessments, is in divers other re-
spects illegal, unjust and improper, and the said 
judgment should be reversed .. 

WAYNE DUMONT, 
JEHIEL G. SHIPMAN, 
Attorneys for the Appellants. 

Service of the within notice of appeal is here-
by acknowledged this 7th day of July, 1928. 

EGBERT ROSECRANS, 
Attorney for Respondent, The Taxing 
District of the Township of Blairstown. 

Service of the within notice of appeal is here-

10 

by acknowledged this 10th day of July, 1928. 20 

EDWARD L. KATZENBACH, 
Attorney-General, 

Attorney for State Board of Taxes 
and Assessments. 

30 

40 
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Arthur ,v. Cross, Law Printer, JG-~7 Lafayette Street, Newark, N. J. 

New Jersey Court of Errors and Appeals 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND BOARD 
OF MANAGERS OF BLAIR ACAD-
EMY, and BLAIR ACADEMY, 

Proseciitors-Appella1its, 

vs. 
STATE BoARD OF TAXES AND As-

SESSMENTS and THE TAXING 
DISTRICT OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
BLAIRSTOWN IN THE COUNTY 
OF WARREN, 

Defendants-Respondents. 

On Appeal 
from Su-
preme Court. 

BRIEF FOR PROSECUTORS-APPELLANTS. 

Facts. 
The Tax Assessor of the Township of Blairs-

town, in the County of Warren, levied an assess-
ment for the year 1927 on land owned by Blair 
Academy and certain buildings thereon, all of 
which were used for the purposes of a boys' 
school. The assessment is in the following form, 
marked Exhibit P. 4 (see p. 133): 

No. of 

Valuation 

Total Value 
Land.& 

Owners Acres Land Improvements Improvements 
Blair Academy 100 $5,000. $895,000. $900,000. 

Value of Total Net Value Amount of Tax on Marked 
Other Personal Real and Personal Real and Personal in Red 

$30,000. $930,000. $25,296.00 P-4 

Neither the land assessed for $5,000 and num-
bering one hundred acres, nor the improvements 
thereon assessed for $895,000, nor the personal 
property contained in the buildings assessed for 
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$30,000 had ever been assessed for taxing pur-
poses before this year. The buildings which 
stand upon the land covering about five acres 
of the 100 acres assc~sed (Dr. Sharpe, pp. 24-30) 
are: 

·yv est Hall, dormitory; 
Gymnasium; 
Ivy Hall, dormitory and library; 
Loeke Hall, dormitory; 
Clinton JI all, recitati 011 and aJmi11i::itra-

tio11; 
T nsley 1f all, dormitory and dining hall; 
East Hall, dormitory; 
Boiler House; 
Barn, u8ed for carpenter shop and ice 

house; 
Olc1 Acndomy, now Music Hall. 

The school owns additional property consisting 
of about two hundred acres used as a farm and 
for other purpose . rrhis property has al ways 
been assessed and the school lias paid taxes 
thereon (Dugan, p. 63). This additional prop-
erty c-onsists of a farm of one hundred and 
forty-llino acres and lrnildings thernon, a wayside 
cottage used as a dormitory, a double house 
rented to janitors, a mill, meadow land, the 
Dean's hons(', property lmo-wn as the Va. s tract, 
house n'nlP<l to forml'l' Pmployec., a house 
rented to the trnck <lriYer and the laundry and 
water plant. .All this la t-namccl property was 
a sess0cl for $41,000. 

Tho assessment is the exhibit taken from the 
asses. rnont hook describes the owners as "Blair 
Academy.'' BJ air Academy, through its Board of 
Trustees ancl Hoard of Managers, took an appeal 
from this a .·cs ment to the "\Yarren County 
Board, asking that the assessments be set aside 
and vaeat 0(l, 1H'C'alL e the property ·was exempt 
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from taxation and that the assessment was 
illegal under Chapter 221 of the Laws of 1925, 
paragraph 203, section 4, which provides for the 
exemption from taxation of certain property, jn-
cluding '' all buildings actually used for colleges, 
schools, academies or seminaries, the land where-
on any of the buildings hereinbefore mentioned 
are erected and which may be necessary for tho 
fair enjoyment thereof, and which is devoted to 
the purposes above mentioned and to no other 
purpose, and does not exceed five acres in ex-
tent; the furniture and personal property jn 
said buildings if used in and devoted to the pur-
poses above mentioned; provided, however, in the 
case of all the foregoing that said buildings, or 
the lands on which they stand, or the associa-
tions, corporations or institutions using and 
occupying the same as aforesaid, are not con-
ducted for profit, except that the exemption of 
the buildings and lands used for charitable, 
benevolent or religious purposes shall extend to 
cases where the charitable, benevolent or relig-
ious work therein carried on is supported partly 
by fees and charges received from or on behalf 
of beneficiaries using or occupying the said build-
ing; provided, the building is wholly controlled 
by and the entire income therefrom is used for 
said charitable, benevolent or religious purposes; 
provided, further, that the foregoing exemptions 
shall apply only where the association, corpora-
tion or institution claiming the exemption owns 
the property in question and is incorporated or 
organized under the laws of this State and 
authorized to carry out the purposes on account 
of which such exemption is claimed." 

The County Board set aside the entire assess-
ment against the new property, allowing the 
exemption claimed. Thereupon, the Township of 
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Blairstown took an appeal to the State Board of 
Taxation, where the testimony taken before the 
Warren County Board was used and the matter 
was heard and argued and the State Board re-
versed the County Board and reinstated the as-
sessment by their judgment enterecl .January 10, 
]928. 

The Board filed a memorandum (p. 8 to 9) and 
the sole grounds for the reinstating of the 
assessment, as will be seen from the memoran-
dum, was ilmt no proof was producecl before 
the Board, which brought the partic)s claiming 
the exemption withjn the proviso that such ex-
Pmption should apply '' only ·where the associa-
tion, corporation or institution claiming the ex-
emption owns the property in question a11d is 
incorporated or organized under the laws of this 
State and authorized to carry out the purposes 
on account of which this exemption is claimed." 

The writ of certiorari was taken and the Su-
preme Court lH'ard the case and filed its opinion 
(p. ]37) affinning the judgment of the State 
Board for the same reasons a those given by the 
State Board. 

The judgment of the Supreme Court should be 
reversed and the assessment cancelled because 
the Trustees of Blair Academy or Blair Academy 
are entitled to claim the exemption within the 
meaning of the statute. 

The upreme Comt held that the statute grant-
i1io-immunity from taxation mu t be strictly con-
. trued and that the facts must clearly bring the 
ca e , ·ithin the term of the statute in order 
to claim _·emption. '\Ye maintain that the facts 
in thi ca e bring it ,vi thin the terms of the sec-
tion of the tax act allowino- exemption. 
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The Supreme Court refers in its opinion to 
trust deeds Exhibits P. 1, P. 2, P. 3 (pp. 116 to 
132) and says that the school or institution is 
operated under these deeds and under the con-
trol of the Presbytery of Newton. In order to 
show that either the institution itself or its trus-
tees have a legal title to the property which is 
here taxed, we will first call attention to the 
phraseology_ of the deeds. 

The first deed, which is dated August 22, 1848, 
runs from John I. Blair and wife to certain 
persons who are "constituted and appointed 
trustees for the purpose of receiving this deed 
or gift'' * * * '' and which land is hereby 
given and con1,;eyed for the purpose and u,nder 
all the conditions hereinafter 1nentioned and en-
joined and is intended for building and erecting 
an academy upon the same" * * * "and to 
be used for an acadeniy or school at all time 
hereinafter and for no other continued purpose, 
and to be under the control of the present con• 
stituted Trustees during their natural lives and 
in case of death or resignation, the vacancy 
shall at all times hereafter be filled by the Elders 
and Session of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Blairstown, except that the Clergyman of said 
First Presbyterian Church of Blairstown shall 
always be a trustee and always be the President 
of said Board of Trustees as it is intended that 
the control of the academy, and school with the 
lands shall ahvays be under and subject to the 
control and management of the Session of the 
First ·Presbyterian Church of Blairstown after 
the death or resignation of the present Board of 
Trustees, whose names are hereinafter men-
tioned, and which trustees and their successors 
for all time to come are hereby empowered to 
establish and cause to be kept such a school or 
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seminary for learning or such a Parochial school 
as shall con/ arm to the direction of the Newton 
Presbyterian Presbytery.'' 

The language at the end of this quotation puts 
the management and direction of the carrying out 
of the trust immediately under the X ewton Pres-
bytery. 

On April 11, 1870, John I. Blair and his wife 
executed a new trust deed and this deed more 
clearly defines the trusts under which the prop-
erty was to be held and conveys nine acres of 
land, ·which apparently includes the property con-
veyed in the first deed or 1848, ·which was only 
a half acre. Doth the deed of 1848 and the deed 
of 1870, it will be noticed, conveyed the property 
by their habernlum clauses to certain trustees 
named therein, and their successors '' in tnrnt 
for the uses and purposes hereinafter fully de-
scribed.'' Consequently, these conveyances 
placed the legal title to the property in the re-
maining trustees and their successors, to hold 
under the trusts annouucd therein. 

The trusts defined, are as follows: '' unto the 
said party of the second part and their successors 
forever; in trust nevertheless, to and for the uses 
and purposes following: that is to say, the said 
land and premises hereinbefore described to-
gether with the buildings and improvements 
thereon now erected or which may hereafter be 
erected, are to be held by the said parties of the 
second part and their s1.1,ccessors in trust for the 
Presbytery of Newton and the design and object 
of the parties of tl1 e first part in niaking this con-
veyance is to aid and assist in establishing an in-
stitution of learning of high order on sa1·d prenii-
ses; and said institution to be under the exclusive 
control and management of said Presbytery of 



7 

Newton, who shall from time to time appoint 
from their members, a committee to consist of 
not less than five ministers and two laymen, of 
·which committee the pastor of the First Presby-
terian Church of Blairsto-,Yn, N. J., at the time 
being shall be chairman, ex-officio, and who shall 
constitute a Board of :Managers for said institu-
tion, and with the exception of the chairman, 
hold their office during the pleasure of the said 
Preshytery; the rights and duties of the parties 
of the second part to this indenture shall be to 
receive and hold the aforesaid lands and premises 
for the 1£ses and pnrposes above rnentioned and 
in case of death or resignation of any or all 
of the said Trustees, said Presbytery of Neu·ton 
shall have vou·er to elect others to fill their 
vlaces." 

At the end of the description in the deed, is 
the following language '' to the place of begin-
ning, and containing nine acres of land more or 
less and is the same property on which is now 
erected the large three-story stone building 
known as 'Blair Hall.' " 

The language of the trust above outlined, 
clearly constitutes the Presbytery of Newton a 
beneficiary and as such an equitable o,vner of 
the property, as well as giving such Presbytery 
the management and control of the school. 

On :May 24, 1889, John I. Blair and his wife, 
executed a further deed of additional property 
co11tai11i11g 2.47 acres, to certain persons and 
their successors and the property to be held 
under the trusts announced in that deed. The 
deed says '' in tnrnt nevertheless, for the uses 
and purposes hereinafter fully stated.'' It con-
veys the property to parties of the second part 
and their successors '' forever in trust neverthe-
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less to and for the uses and purposes following, 
that is to say: the lands and premises herein-
before described, together 1£ith whatever build-
ings or i1nprovements may noir be thereon or 
may hereaft<'r be erected thereon are to be held 
by the said parties of the second part and their 
su,~cessors forever 1·n trust for the Presbytery of 
Newton, and the object and design of the party 
of the first pa1·t in making tl1is convyance is to 
enable the above-named tntiStces and their suc-
cessors by possessing rnore land to more readily 
and 11-wrCJ thoro1tghly carry out the designs and 
ends of tl1p instit1dio11 whi,ch belongs to the Pres-
bytery of Newton and 1uliich is k1101r11 as Blair 
Presbyterial Aradcmy; and whose grou11<1s join 
the ahove described parcel or trart of land arnl 
the object of which are fully de, cribcd in a cer-
tain deed made on the 11th day of April, 1870, 
between the same parties as are concerned in this 
deed and which i. recorded in U1e office of the 
County Clerk. Anez the land hereby con1;eyed 
u·ith the appurtenances thereon, sl1all be 11fstNl 
in the Presbytery of Nezrton to all intents and 
p1,1rposes and to the smne extent that the lands 
mentioned in the deed above dN;cribPd and the 
trustee abo1:e named hall severally be under the 
power of sa,:rl Presbytery to tlie same extent as 
in the above-ref ('rred-to deed." 

In order that the intention of the donor, Mr. 
Blair, might he I erfectly clear, he goes further 
and defines hi object and design in making this 
conveyance, ·tating that this land belongs and 
shall be ve tcd in the Pre bytery of Newton, just 
the same as the land which were conveyed by 
the deed of April 11, 1870, which we have just 
described aud which i marked FJxhil)it P. 4. 

It i our contention that thi school, Blair 
Academy, i, fir t the owner of the property; 
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srconcl, is an institution organized under the laws 
of this State in accordance with the trusts defined 
jn the deeds; third, is entitled hy the powers con-
ferred by these trusts, to carry out the purposes 
therein defined and is, therefore, entitled to clajm 
the exemption under the statute. 

First: Blair Academy or the Trustees of 
Blair Academy, own tbe property assessed. The 
legal title to the land and buildings assessed is 
in the trustees under the deeds and the equitable 
title is in the Newton Presbytery. The school 
itself has its organization through these two 
bodies and is really composed of these two bodies. 
Therefore, when we speak of Blair Academy, 
we really mean not only the school itself in 
all its details, but its Board of Trustees, 
which holds the legal title and the Newton Pres-
bytery, which controls the management of the 
school and which appoints the Board of :Managers 
and fills vacancies therein. Since the title to 
the property assessed vests by the deeds in the 
Board of Trustees and the Newton Presbytery 
and since the school i8 composed of these two 
bodies, it might be said that the school itself is 
really the owner of the property. 

But, certainly, if the school cannot qualify as 
the owner, the Board of Trustees of Blair 
Academy are undoubtedly the owners of the 
legal title, since the deeds convey this property 
to the Boards of Trustees and their successors. 

Therefore, either Blair Academy or the Board 
of Trustees '' uwns the property within the mean-
ing of the statute.'' 

Secondly: Blair Academy is an institution 
and is organized under the laws of the State of 
Kew Jersey. 
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From the language of the statute the school 
does not have to be incorporated to claim the 
exemption. It can be organized or incorporated; 
and that is just where the statute fits into the 
present case. The school was created and organ-
ized, following out the desires and ·wishes of the 
donor as expressed in the trust deeds, and the 
trustees and the Presbytery proceeded to create 
and organize and manage the chool in that way. 

The word ''organized,'' does not necessarily 
mean i11rorporated. In Cyc. Volume 29, page 
1527, it is said that the word "or 0 ·anized" is 
u.·ed interchangeably with the ,vord "estab-
lished,'' ''created'' and ''formed.'' "\Yebster 's 
dictionary defin0s it as "to systemize, to arrange 
or constitute in interdependent parts." It is 
denned in Black'. Law Dictionary a. "to sy ·tem-
iz.e, to pnt in working order for the normal 
exercise of it appropriate functions." It also 
is used to mean the nece ·sary teps which are 
taken after a com1 any ha been incorporated, so 
that the company may proceed to carry out its 
purpo e as defined in its charter. In other 
words, the selection of officers, directors, passing 
of n)solutions, calling the organization meeting. 
The word "organize" in the tatute, means the 
or 0 ·anization of an in titution as distinguished 
from it incorporation as the conjunctive word 
"or" i · u, ed. The statute says "incorporated or 
or 0 ·anized''; nor doe the statute mean that the 
or 0 ·anization mu t be under the statutory law 
of Jew Jer ·ey. Any organization so long as the 
school i able to e4·erci e its function as outlined 
in the trust deed., is uf-ficicnt. Certainly the 
Le 0·i~lature did not jntend that this exemption 
hould appl r only to corporations or to institu-

tions organiz0d under our statutory law. The 
word '' or 0·anize'' should be given its broad mean-
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ing, that is any systematizing or forming of an 
institution into such a position that it can prop-
erly function. 

In some states, a common law trust can be 
established which is not necessarily organized 
under any statute. There are innumerable trade 
associations, clubs and school as well, which 
are not formed under any statute, but still they 
are organized. Certainly the statute was not in- . 
tended to exclude them. 

In the case of Blair Academy. 
After the trust deeds were executed giving the 

trustees title to the land and the Newton Presby-
tery and the Session of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Blairstown the management and con-
trol of the school, the next step was to '' organ-
ize" in accordance with the trusts outlined; to 
"create" or "form" and "establish" the school, 
and this organization was perfected by the Pres-
bytery in appointing a Board of Managers, which 
is composed of five ministers and two laymen, 
the cl-1airman of the Board being the minister 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Blairstown. 
This Board of Managers then selected a head-
master and other necessary instructors and at-
tend to other details necessary for the organiza-
tion, creation or establishment of the school, and 
this is what is meant by "organization" in this 
instance; and the organization of what is now 
Blair Academy must necessarily have been under 
and subject to the laws of this State, for the 
Newton Presbytery and the trustees were obliged 
to organize and establish the school strictly in 
accordance with the trusts defined in the deeds 
and they are charitable trusts. The object of 
John I. Blair in conveying this property, was 
purely charitable. He wanted to create a school 
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as a monument to his name, but he wished that 
school to be of a decidedly charitable nature for 
the benefit of the children of poor clorg) rmen. 
It is quite evident he never intended that the 
school should bo used as a means of making 
money, and consequently the trmJs which he 
created are charitah]o trnsts. Ruch being the 
situation, the organization of the school is 
governed by the lmvs of this Stato, which relate 
to charitable trusts and likewise the laws of 
New J orsoy would control the i itle to the prop-
erty convoyo<l under the deeds. Any question 
,vhich might ari ·e rogarding the eom1)0.·ition ot 
thr Board of ~Ianag<>rs or the managPm C'nt of 
tho scl1ool or the construction of t}ie trusts ro-
ga nli11g tlJC admi11istratio11 of the sc-hool, or tl10 
Pxtent of the po\\'ers which the Pre.·h)·tery and 
tLe Board has under ihP trn:-;ts, ·would all be 
gowrnc•d hy thP laws of N" cw J ersc.•y relating to 
eharital>le tnrnts; and the Attorney-General of 
the State is the nlfonato aclministndor of all 
c·haritable trusts aucl ·would be eHtitlod to be 
l1eard upon any question which might arise re-
garding the po,rnrs conferred by tl1e trusts upon 
the Presbytery or the trustees and the rights 
of the school thereunder. 1lf cK rn :ic> v. Trustees 
of the Prrsbytery of Jersey City, GT Equity 152. 
r11lnrn it appear: that Blair Academy is an insti-
tution whieh i: roally made up and composed of 
certain tnn,kes and their suc.:cP8~or~, ·who hold 
title to tl10 land and the buildings orectod thereon 
and tho X o·wton Pre8bytery which holds the 
equitable title thereto, and the Presbytery has 
the coutrol and management through the Board 
of l\lanagors. ':I1he institution is composed of 
theso two units and is called Blair Academy, 
and it wa created and organized in thr manner 
·which we ham just descril)Ocl. 
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VtT e, therefore, again urge that the school is an 
"institution" and it is organized under the laws 
of this State and to that e·xtent comes within the 
statute, so that the trustees or the school are 
0ntitled to claim the exemption. 

Thirdly: Blair Academy or the trustees are 
authorized to carry out the business for which 
the exemption is claimed. 

The Board goes further and says not only that 
the parties claiming the exemption are not or-
ganized under the laws of New Jersey, but that 
they are not authorized to carry out the purposes 
of carrying on the school. 

Blair Academy, as has been shown, is a school 
composed of Trustees and Newton Presbytery 
and is managed by its Board of Managers. The 
very object in creating this peculiar form of 
institution as set forth in the three trust deeds, 
was to give the Presbytery and the Board of 
Managers and the Trustees the power to estab-
lish and carry on the school. The land was 
co11,~ry0<l in the manner described in the deeds 
for that very purpose and it is most emphatically 
stated that it should not be used for any other 
purposes. 

If the trust deeds convey the land for: the sole 
purpose of creating an institution of learning, 
how can it possibly be said that this institution 
after it has been organized and created is not 
authorized, through its component parts, to carry 
out the purpose of conducting such an institution 
or school on the very land conveyed and in the 
very buildings erected thereon f 

Can it be said that since 1848 the Board of 
Trustees, Board of Managers and the Newton 
Presbytery have been carrying on a school, erect-
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ing new buildings, buying new land and improv-
ing the property constantly ·without any right 
or authority to do so 1 If the reason of the State 
Board is correct, then the men who have formed 
the Board of :Managers of the school and of the 
Newton Presbytery for all these yrars, and have 
carried on the school, liaYe heen doing so with-
out any rights and only of their own volition. 

At thr original hearing before the County 
Board, a greater part of the testimony taken was 
for the purpose of ·howing that the f-3chool was 
not conducted for profit. This question has not 
been passed on, since it ha. been unnecessary to 
do so. However, if this court should see fit to 
reverse the Supreme Court, the que.·tion might 
become perti11e11t. Therefore, we ·will briefly reter 
to the facts ·howiug that the institution is not 
com1ucted for profit arn1 it is, therefore, entitl t'd 
to the exemption on t] at grourn1. 

At ih(i outsd, I ,,·i~l1 to point out that this case 
is totally different and is in no ,Ya:T controllotl 
by the case of C'arterft .AradP1ny v. Stal e Board 
of Tare , 4 Jew Jorf:oy Advance Reports 1290. 
It is, on the other hand, I think, controlled by 
the case of Princeton v. State Eaarrl of Taxes, 
0G N. J. Law 334. The facts in that raso and 
the present case are very similar. If the Board 
will e~-amine the Carteret ca, ·e, it will find that 
the organization of the school was totally diffor-
ent. The fin::t tax appeal from the assessments 
again t this school ame up as reported in 98 
Law 8G8. The condition of the f:chool then ,vas 
so different from Blair "'"\cademy, that it re-
quires no ·omment a. it was simply a stock 
company or 0 ·a11i7,ecl under the general corpora-
tion aet and had i ucd bonds and ,vas in other 
respects a bu~ine~ s corporation. After tho assess-
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ment was af-firmed, the school amen<led its by-
la,vs; quoting from the opinion in 4 Advance 
Reports 1291, "The right and management js jn 
the hands of trustees organized by bondholders 
who give their time and services without any 
compensation.'' The school was, therefore, still 
a corporation organized under the general cor-
poration act with bonds and stock outstanding 
and is a business concern. It cannot be said that 
it comes within the language of the Court in 
Princeton v. State Board of Taxes, which is as 
follows: 

"The question being whether a school is 
'conducted for profit' ( so as to defeat ex-
emption) within the meaning of section 203, 
subdivision 4 of the Tax Act (Revision of 
1918, Pamph. L., p. 849), the test is not 
whether there is or may be a profit, but 
whether the school is conducted for the 
purpose of making a profit; that is to say, 
whether the charges for tuition and board 
are fixed with the intention of yielding a 
profit over and above the actual cost. In 
the case of a day school, unless the tuition 
charges are so fixed as to evince a purpose 
to make a profit over and above the cost 
of tuition, the school is exempt.'' 

The Carteret case is more like the case of 
Montclair v. State Board, 86 Law 497, which is 
cited by the Supreme Court in the Carteret case 
(p. 1293). 

In not a single one of these cases was the 
school organized in the same manner as Blair 
Academy, that is, by trust deeds and by original 
endo\Yment. Such an organization as Blair 
Academy is very similar to the language of 
Justice Swayze in the case of Holy Angels v. 
Bender, 79 N. J. L. 34: 

'' The contention of the defendant is that 
the school is conducted for profit because a 
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tuition fee is required and a charge is made 
for board of the pupils. But, clearly, tho 
charge for board was shown, as it is not, 
that the charge was in excess of the cost. 
"\Ve do not mean to say that even if that had 
been provided, it would suffice to bring the 
school within the words of the statute; it is 
not enough that a profit should be made; 
the school must be conducted for the purpose 
of making a profit, i. e., as a commercial 
enterprise, in order to be deprived of its 
exemption. The argument is quite as clear 
in the case of the charge for tuition as in 
the case of the charge for board. Unless the 
tuition charges are ,·o fixed as to evince a 
purpof;e to make a profit over and above the 
c:ost of tuition, the sehool is exempt. Prince-
ton University alld Rutgers College, like all 
onr endowed institutions of learning, make a 
charge, sometimes not ineon ·i<lerahle charge, 
for tuition; and it i · quite probable that in 
individual cases i.he tuition fee may exceed 
the actual cost of the instruction; yrt no one 
would ·ugge 't that either institution ,vas 
c-onduetrd for profit. The reason is that 
such institutions upon the whole give more 
than they 0 ·et and make up the deficiency of 
the tuition fee. to pay for the actual cost 
of the instruction, in part by the self-sacrific-
ing devotion of the teacher , and in part by 
the bounty of past g<'neration~. '' 

The Princ-oton ca. e is particularly applicable, 
the fad.· l)cing- Ycry rnnch the , mnr :ince the 

\ 

f;Chool ·was a s hool a11Cl ·wa, :supported in part 
1)). endo-,Ymcn t and 0 ·ift of friend~ and also that 
the school in fact did not yield a profit, but it 
wa. conducted at a los.. In the Princeton case 
the case of Ilol.71 Angel v. Bender ,vas cited with 
approYal and the ca:e of Jlontclair v. State 
JJ oard wa. · distinguished 011 tho theory that there 
the principal uot only rccein~d an oxhorbitant 
.-alary, hut really O\rnecl and ontrolled the 
Ii nanccs of the . ·ehool. 
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That the purpose of John I. Blair in organizing 
Blair Acad emy and leaving the property to trus-
tees for the purpose of conducting a school with-
out any idea of profit, is clearly stated jn the 
trust deeds; and this is the test which is laid 
down in the Princeton case and that of Holy 
Angels v. Bender, supra. In the deed of April 
11, 1870, the following language is used: '' and 
the said party of the first part hereby expre ss 
their earnest desire that the scale of prices he 
so regulated, if possible, that the children of the 
agrjcultural community, as well as those of the 
ministers of this and other Presbyterians, may 
ever have at this placr an opportunity of obtain-
ing a thorough education at moderate expense.'' 
The same thought is expressed in the deed of 
1848, and the testimony of Dr. Sharpe and of 
Dr. Vail shows that this idea has been the policy 
which has been follovrnd by the Newton Presby-
tery, the Trustees, Headmaster and all others 
connected with Blair Academy. The purpose has 
been to educate those desiring education at the 
lowest expense possible. 

The argument of petitioner that the testimony 
shows that loans of the school were reduced in 
the year 1926, from the general fund and that 
money was likewise used for the general fund 
to assist in paying for the erection of a new 
building, is entirely beside the point. It is not 
a question of the increase of capital. It is one 
of the objects and purposes of the school. The 
evidence sho·ws that the salaries are extremely 
moderate as compared to other boys' schools. 
The tuition is less than that charged by most 
private schools for boys. It is, of course, true 
of this school that in some years the expenses 
may not be as great as others, so that the ex-
pense of running the school may not be as much 
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as the amount of money received, but this money 

is all used for the upkeep of the buildings, i o 

carry out the original purpose as expressed hy 

John I. Blair in the trust dee<lR. The purposes 

for which the school was crcaiod was that of 

education at a low figure. 

The evidence of Dr. Sharpe (p. 24, 1. 30) 

,vhich is uncontradicte(l, i that the buildings 

which are u ·ed for school pmpo ·cs and which 

are hero sought to bo as. os, od, stand within the 

fiye acres of ground an<l the uncontrndidc<l evi-

dence also i.· that these huil<ling: aro devokd to 
the purp<rne of a sehool or aeadcmy an<l to no 

other purpo~ , whieh brings the prnpcrty a~-

sc ·sod within the meaning of the ,·tatnie. The 

laundry and ico lrn:incss ar on prop ,rty, ·whieh 

arc a~so :oc.1 , eparately and have nothi1w to do 

with the a se sment in thi ca ·c. The pro1)orty 

here asses od is for c:hool purpo ·e ·. ,r c are 

not a ·i::;e ·si11g tLe laumlry lrnsi11c. ·s nor tho ite 

busino · · now. Both foc,~o bu ·iuo.:,·cs aro con-

ducted ,Yithout profit. The overhead is greater 

than thP gro -.· income (Dr. harp , p. 87, 11. 10-

30). So far a tlw , ummcr conferenc:e · go, that 

i in line with the purpo~es for which the school 

wa created, a ho,Yn by the tru.·t tlooch,, and is 

likewi:o for .:chool purpo os (p. GO, 1. 10), so 

that it cannot ho .·aid that the property is used 

for any other pnrpo~c than that of a school or 

a aclemy. If the Board will cvaminc the te ti-

mony of Dr. Sharpe (pp. 22 to 47) and 

Dr. Vail ( c. peciall ~, pp. 97 to 99), they wm 
find that the entire purpo e and object of 

the chool from the time of it inception, has 

b en to dueat ·without profit. It is not the 

prop r way to clctcrminc the question to hold 

that hccau~e there happen to be a surplus in 

any on year which i.· u. ed for improvements or 



19 

repairs, or to reduce loans, that this is a profit. 
The proper way to determine the question is to 
look through the history of the organization of 
the school and the manner in which it has been 
conducted. 

It is also shown by the testimony that the 
school has unquestionably not yielded any profit 
to Dr. Sharpe or any of the teachers or any of 
the trustees or the founder; that the salaries 
paid to the teachers are modest ( pp. 37 and 38) ; 
that the charges for tuition are not fixed with 
the in ten ti on_ of yielding a profi_t. The testimony 
of Dr. Sharpe (p. 43), shows that the boy who 
goes to this school actually receives about $240 
more than the tuition which he pays, and that 
the boys in Warren and Sussex Counties receive 
a deduction of $100 from the tuition fee, and that 
a student gets about twenty-two per cent. from 
the school more than he actually pays, in pro-
portion to the value of the property ( p. 39, I. 25). 

SUMMARY. 

We think that the judgment of the Supreme 
Court should be reversed. 

WAYNE DUMONT, 
JEHIEL G. SHIPMAN, 

Attorneys for Prosecutors-Appellants. 








