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J.·. 0 B R : H· 0 W ·A R D, JR., Ph.o·.: May I h.ave .. your 

attention, please? For those of you who don't know me, myname 

is John Howard, Superintendent of Schools in East Orange. 

I want to welcome Senator John Ewing, Republican from 

Somerset, to talk about the education reform funding plan of 

1992. This is a formal legislative Committee hearing. The 

format for the hearing will be organized and conducted by 

Senator Ewing. 

Before we get into the formal presentation by Senator 

Ewing, I want to introduce a few people who are known to me at 

this point in the East Orange community and surrounding areas. 

Of our School Board, Mr. Ed Taylor. Mr. Taylor. (applause) 

Representing the City Council and Quilla Talmadge, Council 

Chairlady Jeweline Grimes. (applause) Local Superintendents 

being represented by a good friend of mine from Columbus, Ohio, 

Dr. Rogers Lewis. (applause) 

I want to pay particular attention and special 

recognition to_ the high school principal at East Orange High 

School, Dr. Steve Cowan. (applause) Also, Roxie Potter for 

organizing this particular effort on behalf of Senator Ewing's 

office of EO. (applause) The National Honor Society, the ROTC 

Program, and the TV Taping Program Channel 34 of East Orange 

High School, which is responsible for the services this evening 

on behalf of· the students. (applause) 

Again, I want to very quickly run through what I think 

is the-- And James Harris, I wanted to introduce,· from New 

Jersey Black Issues Convention. James Harris. (applause) I 

want to very quickly give you what I consider to be a synopsis 

of the historiography of what has led us to this point. We can 

go back to the Abbott v. Burke, which struck down the old 

minimum basic funding formula. We ended up with QEA I. We had 

QEA II. We had the Law Center's challenge to QEA, and now we 

have the Public School Reform Act of 1992, which was sponsored 
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'by. 'sinator Rocc·(f.<-~ I'm sorry I Senator Ewing . ana'· A~s~Jmblyperson 
'J·oh1rt 1 

Rocco, of Camden, under Assembly Bill No. 3 and-.~rS:eh~af~-
i'8-i ll' No . 13 7 o . : !. ;-~ ~--. L ::.t ~ 

During this period of time, the New Jersey Associ~t:fb~n 
·fdr ~~Public Schools -- NJAPS -- organized an interim fort'ifi'n~ 

.. ·- ........... , 
formula for 1992. Also, the New Jersey BIC organization· ··:..·_ 

Black Issues Convention -- had a counter position that tJ\~y 
:''·.(".•. -.- : ... ;:. 

wanted known in this particular situation. As a result 'tff.l.:th'e 

New Jersey Association of Public School officials · --'bein'g 

sponsored and represented by the New Jersey School Bo~ids 
·,r · .. , 

Association, the New Jersey School Administrators Association, 

the New Jersey Education Association, the New Jersey School 

Business Association officials I the New Jersey Principa1s . arid 

.Supervisors Association, the New Jersey Council of Parents a"rid 
Teachers, and the Education Law Center organized a coali ti.6n:·.i~n 

response to the education reform funding plan of 1992. 

With this, the legislators, under the auspices of 

·Senator Ewing, decided to hold four public meetings beg1i-nlf{rig 
. -. -~ .,. ·, . 

in November of 1992· -- November 23 -- the first one bein~ hefd 

·in Trenton; November 24 in Toms River; December 1 in 
.:::.·.~: -.· 

··aJridgewater; and December 2 at Saddle Brook. There 
.. I 

~6ncern that the urban school districts were not represen~~~-en 
. ·masse regarding these 

:' ·- .. ,, 
public presentations, and Senato'f Ewi'ng 

· r: r· 'l ') 
'tbok the time to make himself avai lab1e to the East"· o·ia'nge 
.:~bomntuni ty, and that is where we are today. :;; J -~-·:., -.~--~~1 .: 

. - ·. r· !'"!,-.-

Memos were sent by the BIC organization and the New 
':. ;:.~ ... ,• 1- .... ; 

Jersey School Boards Association requesting Senator Ewing· ·to 
; ... r .;. ·; ..... . ::J..,.... 

··make himself available to the urban centers as . soon ~. as 
. i ,- c ;: . ' .~ 

possible. As a result, during the past week, a compromi~e; or 

a substitute bi~l, has been organized by the legislators,· the 
.... .. .· 

Governor's Office, and the NJAPS organization. What tlie 
.. 

·sen·ator is going to be talking about this evening is probably 

the substitute bill, as well as the original 1992 School 

Funding Reform Act. 
·. ·."; __ . 
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_ . ...:",, .-.,-1{a.;~;'ious: p,rovisions and· _I·, know· Senator Ewing .,\-t\;.~1 __ g.:_p 
:·: : .. 0\~~ :·, t. •. ·... .. ....fl.-~. .... ... · _, 

-==~~t;·P:~:~h: them are: a .. $115 ·million increase for· ur:p..~ __ n 
·schools; $50 million funding for capital projects; $46 ~~li,O:n 

1, ' .... -

.. ,t .. p . ~nc:::rease State aid for wealthy districts; 
•.• •. J . s. . $4 million for 

_t.,J:-a,nsportation; $1 million for Vocational Ed in Hunterdon 
t:'.. . . 

Cou~ty;_ a $76 million increase for the teachers' pension fund -· .. ..:~ .. - . 
and · Social Sequrity; a freeze on categorical and bilingual 

': •311~. ~; "" • I 

f~n.ding; a 5 percent allowable increase over last year's 
. t.,:.:·;- .. : . . ·:\ 

budg,et, with a bipartisan commission being organized for school 
G'p:·.~.1 ::.- I ·• 

~y~~~ 1993-1994 to do a thorough investigation of funding 
•: ... !> . -· 

~.!1;ro.ughout the State of New Jersey. 
' It appears on one hand that we move toward parity. On 

.-.:~_he other hand, there is an unfreezing on the cap; requiremen~s 
... • 

for .. wealthy districts which 
1~ .C~, ~:· 

on 

_pol!_nt_erproducti ve regarding the amount 

one hand 

of ·moneys 

may 

that 

be 

your 

Districts G, H, and Is will receive regarding this new approach. 

:. .. At this point I want to turn the meeting over to 

c~:~~tor Ewing and later allow the public to make comments 

:~~gar~ing this presentation. Senator Ewing. (applause) 
.t.;,r .;•.::' 

SERATOR JOHB Ho EWIHG (Chairman): Dr. Howard, than.k 

you very much for that exceptional briefing you gave t;Q:e 
h . .: . 

.. au'!\er1~e regarding what t·he bill now contains. I appreciate 

· ~.Ol:l.f4 }!aving this meeting here, and I certainly appreciate D~. 
1.. • ,,_ •. '~}. ..... ..· . . .. ; .. 

~<f~~~:~,· s.: keeping this part of the school open, and .a~tn 
appreciative, also, of the various organizations, the Air ForGe 

' .... · 
_ Junio.~. Group that's here and some members of the Honor Society 
.... ~:.J ', . .. . 

0~ho --.-:~~s_corted me up here from the Principal's office. It ;~~s 

certainly well organized, and I appreciate the attention: xo.u 
?: '"~· :~ ~: .. ~ '., • 

. are· giy:ihg us . 
: ' • ~ 1 • : 

As was stated, this bill is ready to be voted_ on 
.. 

,~omorrow in the S~nate and the Assembly. The hearings tha~_~e 

~:started on this piece of legislation started, I would say
7

, .. c~.O 

·to 11 months ago. I am a Republican. I come from SomefS:~t 

County, and I represent the major part of Somerset County;. ,.I 
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h.~ve~rrbeen .:down ·_·:.there-'- f:or-: · 25.·· ye·ars, a·nd· I have),sl:rr·ved . on:·· the.\< 

Education:Committee, both in the Assembly and in .the:·::Senate~·f:·'·3-cJ 

::We felt that the QEA was just· not .. right for: .ieducatioh 

in the J.way it was devised. There is no question whatsoev.e.t;,S,;n 

mos-t ·of our minds and certainly in mine -- :. that · the 

so-called special needs districts do need extra help. There~.-~iJs 

po .. quest~on of that. But what we want to make sure of, and the· 

-.taxpayers of New Jersey want to make sure of, is that the·: r«o.ney , 
is going to the child. That is the most important part ·of~~~;ou·r 

education. Because you have taken the interest to come: ... out 

here, you all know it, certainly, and thousands of .tit:ne'r.S · 

realize it, but, unfortunately, there are many others who 

.do.n • t; that without an education you are not going to: move 
ahead. The problems that the urban areas have are not :just 

their problems. They are the State of New Jersey's problem·s .. 

This is something many of us recognize. We have to .keep 

working at it. . ... 

One of the biggest problems I ·had with ·the origin·at], 

QEA was the amount of money that was dumped into the special 

needs districts, without really any follow-up or auditing of 

hpw the money -- or how the money could be spent that quickly .. , 

because it was so massive all at one time. 

Last year 1 a certain amount of funds was taken .out·=· .:·to 

give taxpayer relief. I am not going to take sides on~ftib7i.t~ .• 

You know, it was done by a party down there. So, we have~· :been 

looking at it. We went around to the various places that· .:or:~ 

Howard has said we have been to to get input. From that tn.1lut 

we developed the concept document. Then we had some m~r~ 

h.earings· from educators, etc. From that we developed <"i~ .. th:e 

legislation. Like all legislation, we wanted to, certainly "i'n 

the education field, have the administration -- the Gove-rnor·.•,s 

ba·cking on it I so that we would not have a fight with them and· 

:then have to try to get an override on a veto I if he vetoed it·.·:· 
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.. ·t: · . r -: ~, ~lso;,- :just' for.· the· best interest· of .education·,·· it .. :.·was 

best;;•~o.~~comer up. with a' pla.n that .~verybody could agree.' to.: .~t 

.:kn:ow<·it· .. is not· .satisfying to everybody, and the bill:· we have is 

·~eal·:l.y no·t that satisfying to me. But in the best interests of 

$he child, we made the compromise. That is t·he bi 11 that.: is 

:.:tteady, t·o be voted on tomorrow. ._, .. 

fr.·i:_~ :'_: ;·_ t:. I don't want you to feel that because we are having 

·-t.b:i:'SI meeting so late that nothing can be done if you bring up 

.. somei<very interesting points or something that can be worked 

.on: .• ~:;::"It certainly is true that unless it is of a major 

.s.±qnificance and I can • t believe any of the education 

"associations have not brought it to our attention already -­

.t_here is very little likelihood that we would amend the bill 

~t-.omorrow. One of the reasons is, there are certain parts of . 

. t_he ~bill certain legislators on bo1;:h sides of the aisle in both 

~ ... Houses do not care about. Once you open a bi 11 up for 

amendment, you are apt to start opening the floodgates, and 

~herwant to amend a whole lot of different things. 

So, it is much easier to go the way we are. But I 

·~trom.:ise you that we will look at any substance matter that you 

,br.ing up that you feel is of really great importance, becaus'E! 

in my mind there is no bill that goes in that that • s it for .t-he 

:rest_, ~of its life. One of the compr·omises we made with the 

.a..droii.:nis-tration is that it would be a one-year bi 11. And, to· be 

.p_ure1y· _political about it, Governor Florio wants to be able to 

tell .. ipeople -he kept the QEA going. The Republicans want to be 

e.b)re~ to say, "We stopped QEA, and started a new track." So 

:t:h:i=s .. -is what you are going to hear in the forthcornl:.ng 

,c-~_rnpai.gn. One side is going to say this, and the other side is 

g_oin_g:~~.to say that. But we are changing the QEA. There is .n.o 

.quest.i.on about that. 

If the bi 11 doesn't go through and I am sure ·th:a.t 

it will go through -- but if it should not go through, then·'' w.e 

revert back to the QEA. If you get the QEA, pensions and 
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~qQ.cial _,secu;J:i ty wo~ld -t~hen come on· the· bac::ks '.of.· t:be ·~-l::o..c.a.l 

~~.ioj·pality. This bill -- the Committee subs.t:itute.t!.aor~ ~!:h~s 

cP.~.s.ions and Social Security staying at the State le\fel ;,~:·:tiha-t 

they will be responsible for it. When the bill is passed 3atid 

~·S:igned into law, they will stay there until a new law is put 

into effect and signed into law that would take it away: .from 

-the State's obligation. So, with the passage of this ·bill·:at 

least the communi ties would not have to be responsible ~f·or·jt±be .. 

pensions and Social Security. i!W 

The other major parts of the bill Dr. Howard :·_gav.:e··. 

out. The so-called "weal thy" districts, though-- They do:1·::oo:t 

get an increase. There is Transition Aid, and then.· :·t-he 

Foundation Aid districts. The majority of the money is go-ing 

-into the so-called special needs districts. -~~ 

Here in East Orange -- and I just got the data -.;;.a: :.;i-t 

q_ught to be interesting to know that starting back in:: .. the 

1987-1988 year -- and I am just going to round out the figu~res 

:-:: ·you got $44,700,000; in '88-'89, $49,150,000; '89-'90, 

4531000,000; '90-'911 $54,300,000; '91-'92, $631600~000; 

'92-'93, you will get $77,941,000. So there is a substa·n:ti:al 

.jncrease in there. Excuse me. And for • 93- • 94, it wi 11 go ::.up 

to $82,755,000. . :: : .. 

You also read about the problems we are having_:: with 

the budget again because of the economy. It isrL~ al:so 

interesting to note that the 30 special needs dis·t·r.it:t~·-,s., 

comparing the last two years to the • 90- • 91 year 1 receive-d $:4.7·0 

JQillion in extra money. We feel, in many instances 1 as 1 have 

.,said before -- and I will repeat myself that all of .t·hat::.d.i.:d 

.np•t get ·down to the children, and that is where we want:•. i:t· (:.t-o 

g_o. 

In our original bill and I was very disappointed 

with NJAPS and with the administration -- we made some very 

s.t·rong pleas for preschool I or prekindergarten and 

-Jtindergarten, and that has been downgraded to a g·reat degre·e. 
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:j-.~· ' • • •• i .''" .. 

~'EhO:Sf! .. i.o'f· you WttOfi are · educator$, I'· r!am sure real-i:ze-:,, that) ··t9i'e' 

t.·prek-inder.gar.:·te.n>--and kinde~garten are· really very, very ·v:iJt:&l':-tb 

:tbrfiJng\ :: t!he: students a long, particularly in the specia 1·' rfeed's 
id'i-:st~r.i:ct:s:. ' · -~ -~ 

~- L·.; ~: So, that is what we have right now. I would :as:k 

:-:anyone. who wants to speak, or who wants to speak about the bill 

j1!;Q .give us their suggestions, to sign one of these slips and we 

·:wrlL~dall you up. I will stay here as long as anybody wants to 

-- well, not as long as any one individual wants to talk, but 

~aS>t~long as people come in and want to be heard, I will stay 

:7k:ere\: But I do not plan to have people making long, long 

;:statements of 15 or 20 minutes regarding their particular 

;~f.eelings. So, if you have some substantive matters,· · we 

-.certainly want to hear them. And if you have some things you 

~ust want to say, we will listen to them, too. But, don't be 

~urprised if somebody starts giving a long, long talk if I ask 

;:th:erg .to stop as soon as they can. - ~ 

, ~-~~' · Also, one thing I have learned from these go-rounds, 

·,iis.C .that in the future any hearings or meetings I hold :r..n 

.:p-u.blJic, we will make sure that we go to more urban areas than 

r;w.e ::did this time. We went to Trenton, and we are here. We 

certainly want to hear wh~t people have to say, because you are 

r!t!he' apes living in the area; you are the ones who have children 

c-i:Ii £:.the. schools; you are the ones who are working in these 

-~a+ot:ri;cular school districts and know the problems, which we do 

· Cno1t; Jtn.ow unless they are brought to our attention. 

-:;··:.-'.~' ·- When anyone comes up to speak, will you please- give 

~·}Your,·: .'name and what association you are with, or group, :::o:r 

:xhether ·you are a parent, or just whatever group you are with', 

because we need it for the transcribers. This whole meeting -i--s 

':being recorded and there will be a transcript available at some 

· .. f·uture ··time after it is done. :' .£ •· 

.. r:: The first person will be Kabili Tayari. Is he· here 

.I~ight · now? (no response) Well, we will get back to -'him 
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·:.:~:ilt;E\!J:i~ :. · Anna ·Taliafe-r .. ro. Is Anna here? · ·(no res.porlse}··:·:dJifrh·: 

;,l{~rris? (affirmative response from.~ audience) --: ,. i~c- ~:::.d f 

If there are questions you want to as·k ·me;i .'·ask ::me ~~and 
·I will answer to the best of my ability. If I can't answer 

them,·· I wi 11 get your . name and address or phone number, soc. that 

I can get the answer for you. I am not going to sit up_; ·hete 

I: and pretend that I know everything about education, because, I 

c~on • t. 
Thank you, Mr. Harris. :::.:~:)(' :;:q 

J A M E S H A R R I S: Good evening, Senator Ewing. ~¥h•nk 

you for coming to East Orange, where the poor people liv~; 

,where black people live. We are really happy that \"you 
responded to the request we made in Saddle Brook to have • rfi~re 

hearings in the places where education is of particul~r 

.c~itical concern. 

. I would like to say a couple of things: One, I tliirik 

:·the process you described in bringing this hearing here a '=.idciy 

before the vote is to take place is unfair, unfortunate, a·nd(·I 

e~n' t help but interpret it as a lack of respect for the type 

of input that you think you might have gotten before the-bill 

·was revised from people who live in the cities. But I do 

appreciate the fact that you are here.. I am happy to -s~·e.:·so 

··many other people here, so that you can see, in one of your 

ra:re visits to an urban district where black people liv·e:~! that 
black people care about the education of their children. .;. : '····· 

With regard to the bi 11, · I am amazed at how mucfi;.':f's 

taken out of the original 39 pages down to these, I gues:sf;~;::sfx 

.or seven pages. But there are a couple of things that w~~woti~d 

want to-point out. While this bill is a compromise, it··f·ade·s 

not meet the mandates of the Supreme Court decision in Abbof·t 

·v .. :. Burke, because one of the provisions in that Supreme Court 

~ecision was that parity should take place within a reas6n~ble 

-~time. And, yes, it is true that $115 million additional has 

been allocated for the 30 special needs districts. We···have 
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i-:-.ilrl.so,(allowed ~additional· funding to go:· back to those; disltic:ts 

that really can affo·rd · to pay fot their education --·':the 

t\'f~al thy ::.dis.t:ricts and the middle-class districts. 

;-:J,,. --··So, using the formula that is in this bill, it will 

:tJ:,ake· :a very long time for urban districts in this State,_ as 

sf~quired by the Supreme Court decision, to reach parity. 

1 ·::<<' -:.:::-:-. Secondly, the suggestion of that coalition of -a 

commission to study how to come up with a permanent funding 

process leaves out some very important people. The commission, 

;~~·--;')Proposed by that coalition, has already received a letter 

: f·t"e~ BIC, every last one of them, protesting the omission of 

}a~y -organization that would guarantee the presence of an 

.;;A~!fican-American or Latino on the commission. 

J~i Now, NJEA-- I am sure if they had to send one person 

to the table to represent them, it probably wouldn't be anyone 

r.W~~- looked like me. That would be very different from what 

·:~Jtey have done in the past. The same is true of all of those 

:·.ot-her organizations that want to be a part of the commission. 

:=-So,; we would hope that whatever that commission ends up being·, · 

Ji~~it ends up being, that some assurances would be placed th~re 

so that African-American urban African-America-n 

,;part·icipation is guaranteed . 

.- :: (. ·~: :·: r_ The other thing that this bi 11 obviously does, is tha·t 

·::~~t :' g,i;:ves back to districts that can afford to pay more, 

additional moneys. We are almost back to some of the things 

,:that~· ·the Supreme Court decision indicated would have· a 

:;::.Q~seq\lalizing effect. The Court decision was very clear tha·t 

L>~~~·.·S~.ate assuming the costs of teacher pensions would have a 

·:.d..isequ_alizing- effect, and I see that we are back to the Sta·te 

.~~~-~_urning that. 
. . I am glad that this time around we are not talking 

··.ab.out . education reform on the one hand and property tax on: ~·the 

o.ther, because I think it was incorrect and confusing for them 

~to·be combined in the first place. ·. ~ 
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, · ::... The other thing ·about this' bill. is·~ t~-: not;ice·· ·tha¢~=an 

"'page· 3' paragra_ph 5.' there is a reference::: to: 1993.:..1994~ where 

~the New Jersey Economic Development Authority would ·na%<'.: :~::a 

-ca~ital construction acc~unt to the tune of $50 million¥7 ~~~lij 
··$50 million probably would come close to giving East. Orange- and 

.. Newark what they need to fix up some of our buildings that:-r.;are 

:,over 100 years old, but it doesn • t come anywhere near ·meetl:ng 

the capital needs of the special needs districts that: · ha~e 

buildings that absolutely put the youngsters in the schbof~-~t 

a disadvantage as far as facilities are concerned.· I am -t61d 

by some of my urban superintendent colleagues ··that in some 

·places they have computers, but the problem is finding adequate 
space to house those computers so the compute.rs can have··; the 

type or quality temperature or climate control they need~ So, 

the $50 million is welcome, but it comes no~here nea~··:~he 

parity that is implied in the Supreme Court decision. -~ -~_:· .. 

I noticed in reading the bill that what they basically 

did was to say that nobody would lose any money from what ·'was 

·planned. Under QEA I and QEA II, clearly we were going to wean 

some of the districts -- some of the fat cats off the bottle. 

~This legislation says the fat cats will continue to have their 

bottles, and we are going to give a little bit more milk .. to'·tlle 

people who have empty bottles. I t~ink that principalli~£fi~ie 

· is a problem with people saying, 

money in order to support people 

problem that is endemic in the 

analyze the educational process--

"I don't want to give up my 
who don • t have money. tCj T ··THe 

State of New Jersey,: -~:g·: .. :I 

we have two big problerils: 

:We have people who have wealth who say, number onei "I wa~~~fo 
::::p·ay- for ·my child • s education, but I don • t want to pay for ::other 

~~people Is education." That wouldn't be so bad if the sec&nd 

part of the equation was true. 

They also say when we try to come up with a 

regionalization plan: "I am not sure I want to live and send 

:~my kids to school in districts where there are a lot of' rpoor 
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:, eeo:Q.;},.:;•- ":<J t~<?.:, 0!1 t;l:U~. one; hand: people don·' t · want . tOJ 1 i ve .. n·ea-r 

9~go; ~eoplei·and on ~he o~her hand they don't want t9 sen~~t~e 

i:'mo~Y..S t~ bring about parity. So the Black Issues Conventionjs 

~~~~_ll)ary .,pbjection to this bill is, number one, it does not m~et 

~~~e~ 1 ~upreme Court decision of reaching parity within~.a 

B'i~a~<?nable time. And number two, the people who have come 

gP99.e~:her in the coalition have shown no interest, no way of 

!~~y~ra~n._~eeing that people from the urban districts who have-, so 

_Apu~_l]._ {~·,to lose and to gain by an adequate funding system, are 

r-:!BSl~ded in the commission that is talked about in this. · 

err;:,-~~ I would hope, and would respectfully request, that 

~,~r:Rm_,_.your position as Chairman of . the Committee, since it_ is 

-~~r~ady on the floor, that you would do whatever you need to~~o 

to ensure that some guarantee is put in there so that 

:..·~frican-American and Latino people will be, in fQct, .. ; . 
represented if that commission is to go forward. 

I want to thank you for listening to our comments, ap.d 

.. they will be followed up with written comments. 
c~ ... 

Thank you. 

SENATOR EWING: 

going to be six public 

:}~qv~rnor 

MR. HARRIS: 

than I do. 

Mr. Harris, just a second. There 

members appointed by the Governor. 

Well, maybe you have more faith in 

I have seen a lot of things that 

the 

the 

-~q~~~r~_or has put together· that do not have black folks on them.\ 

': ;;· (l 1.! -~· 
SENATOR EWING: But also, the interesting part of this 

.7.>¥~ole NJAPS group -- and it includes Marilyn Morheuser, who, ha.s 

,~~brpught the case, and she has signed off on this bill--· She 

.1::\as ... agreed as to the way it is being done. Now I as I nave 
... -· ::·.,·; .:.. \.4 . 

-::~a~~'-'- , not everybody not all of NJAPS, not all of .us 

~\~g~s~atbrs -- agree to the whole thing, but as a compromise ~e 

_:~,~~J~-< yes, and she has gone along with it, which is ver;y 

interesting to us. 

... MR. HARRIS: I was hoping that you wouldn't bring that 

.-up .. We have some concerns about that. We think that Marii.>y;n 

.Mo.rheuser has crawled into bed with the wrong people. She wa1s 

11 
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l:he~·-fead· litigant: in the inte-rest Of the 'Urban·· 'stuoetits:' ftrtf:)·the.:­
last 20 years. I don't know -- and I hope you wilF:~sk ,~::omtf·o:£ 
t·he u:t·ban superintendents who are sitting in this room today :__ 

whether- Marilyn Morheuser conferred with them and :got thef·r 

consent, since they are-- We have several superintendents <wh'b 

are party to the suit. So I did not know, and BIC is an aml-BlJ~ 

iil- 'the Supreme Court case. We were not conferred with f ~ !>~·ri · 
f--act, to this day, as far as I know, we have not been· i'ntormed 

of any compromise that was proposed or that would go down. -~,s:··~- 1 

BIC' s position is the same position we 'took when we. 

filed amicus to the Supreme Court decision. We therefore st·an'fl 

by that decision. We thin.k that is the way to get to 

educational equity; that is, parity and equity in funding. --ybu 
know, I hate to say that in this forum, but I figured that when 

I saw Marilyn Morheuser and the Education Law Center on that 

list of supporters, it seemed to me that it was out of kilte~, 

because every other organization listed there wa~· ~~-

p-rofessional group of educators. I have ·never perceived the 

Edtication Law Center as an educational group ~ith a membeisHfp 

made up of people from education. 

think, you know I that you and the Governor m1Gght 
out pretty lucky with Marilyn crawling into ~:,-.t-hat 

'issue, but we are ··very uncomfortable with that. We do··::·~ridt 

n·ecessari ly support the Education -- the people who repres·~nted 

us for the last 20 years being on that side on this issue~· · ·~· 

I 

have made 

SENATOR EWING: We 11, I had nothing to do with the 

NJAPS group. I mean, I didn't form them. You know, I did-rf·~ 
work with them, or anything. We worked w'i th them in reforttfl1ri~ 
tne bill, yes, but I didn't say who was going to be in NJAPS 

and who wasn't. It shocked me, and surpriSed me, to se~ th~~ 

alliclimbing into bed with Marilyn. 

MR. HARRIS: Well I would hope that in the future when 

ybu really want to know what people think about education, that 

you include a group like the NAACP I which is the oldest civil 

) 

/ 
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.. ~Jg~·,s~ or.g.apciz.a,tion ~rt this. count.ry, which had, a lot·. to qo· w~i:th ...... \ ... ' ' \.,..- .·· .. .. ' ~~. ...... ... . . - ... . 

"the,,l9.S4 :Supreme Court .. decision -- all of that . 
• i . ~ • • • . . • ' 

... - . SENATOR EWING: Mr. Harris, let me just int~rr·:t~P:t 

.yp=u. Excuse me. I worked with Kabi li before. We ·t wro.t~ .to 

Kabili again and tried to sit down at another meeting with;the 
\,) : . ' . '~ ... -~ ' 

!J~~P, but we never heard from him. Then he showed up in 

-~~ddle.River with you. So please don't say to work with him. 

;~~r: 2 ~s~ed them; they did not come. I can't do anything more 

than that. Why they didn't come, I don't know. 

MR ~ HARRIS: New Jersey Black Issues wi 11 be wherever 

.t"¥?·~;want and will offer their opinion. 

SENATOR EWING: Well, they weren't there on 

!bf~ll. I am not going to argue with you, but they did not-­

f ~; _ ... MR. HARRIS: Are you talking about the NAACP? 

SENATOR EWING: That's what I said--· the NAACP . 

this 

..... _ MR. HARRIS: Well, Mr. Tayari I'm sure will be here a 
\ ··~ ~ 

)ittle bit later on to speak for himself. ~ 

. . SENATOR EWING: We wrote to them, and we never hea-rd 

b~ck from them again. The one time we had a meeting with t~~m 

-- I met with them in Trenton -- and then when we finally got 

.dOWJl. to doing the bill again, we 
..; ~ ... ·. .. .. ; , asked, as we did the other 

~!oup~ all the groups, ·.the different types· of 

~uperintendents, urban, the Garden 
.. -· ~ · .. 

State group, all of those --
:Q\lt .. ~·f:!. never heard from them again 
. ._ .. ~.; ;. ' .. · . __ , .. 

until Kabili showed up . So, 

I am just telling you. 

MR. HARRIS: Well, NJBIC-- I Chair that committee, 

::'1~4: ,t· can guarantee my presence, or somebody to represent. our 

J)Os.ition. 
\.: .'4 .& •. : ...... . 

.-:;·.-· ( .·· SENATOR EWING: Well, maybe .we ought to put you on o.ur 

.l~st instead of Kabili. 
; ,: 

MR. HARRIS: Keep two. We ride real well together .. 

But you cannot ignore the NAACP. 

SENATOR EWING: We certainly want the input. I agre.e 

,;with you. Thank you very much. -..... 
\ 
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... :-:.: ~ Ann ·Moore? 

·from audience) 

A R R M 0 0 R E: Good afternoon, Senator Ewing. My.tri~a1\iei. ··"f-5 
:Ann Moore. I am a resident of East Orange, and art executive 

- .. ;·:- :.. ~: 
·officer of PAGE ( 1), a Parent Advocacy Group for Educat1on 1n 

Essex County. 

Time is fleeting. As we 

'testifying about a right that is 

socioeconomic situations, urban 

sit here this aft~e~rri"ti~n 
due all children of-. 0~-'tl 

children are conti"ri\i~~;.~~l:! 
falling through the cracks. In The Star-Ledger news_p.La.:.pe·r 

1:..~: r; s ~i 

article of yesterday, December 15, Assemblyman Rocco stated 

that he desired fairness in the compromise bill presE:in\:~d. 
b.efore the Committee. 

We don't want a compromise; we want what ls due tiib~~ 

<st"udents and parity with all students throughout New Jerse·y·~·t:·o 

ensure a. thorough and efficient education for them. This ·b=tl.\ 
··t:h·at will be up for approval on Thursday will only be like_ a 

Band-Aid on the problem, but the wound wi 11 not he a 1 bebati·~:~ 
1the problem is not . receiving the proper treatment. 

want temporary solutions disguised as the answer. 
,,._t'• 

I disagree. with the NJEA concept that we ·· 'ne~ed 

breatbing room to study school funding comple.xi ties. · Don: 1't:·:you 

believe that we have done this already? Let's get on wi t'h~'-the 

:.business of educating our urban children. 

per pupil spending? We want parity. 

, .. , ·~T 

Why move clo_ser·· ·to 

Yes I we graciously welcome you to East Orange I ma'k:l'"ng 

this hearing accessible to persons supporting equal fundin~. --~?:.r 
urban districts. Please remember that concerned and corriiri1tte'd 

:.Pa·rents -can make the difference. Many parents are concerned 
·:·; ,•. ~.:. ·t. .' 

about the lack of ~heir numbers here today, which is becaus~ ~f 

employment constraints. They could not attend at this 

1hconvenient time. I trust that you and your Committee wi fi 
consider, when scheduling the next hearing, that the tlme 

sJ16uld be later in the evening. Nevertheless, my presence :: 
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-~~:~~--f,:n:s:·~~nt'.~~ ·. ~:~-~Y· . . yot:ers and 
concerned about a thorqugh 

parents· who·· are.·. _co~ibt·ed ~·-· and 

and .efficient education ·for.·. 9f':F 
chi ldten .. 

:;.~ ..: : ~~~ . 'r • ~ r ... 
We love our children, and we desire the best f~~ 

them. Most of the parents are convinced of .the importance .pf 
.t··· 
an annual medical checkup for their children, but what about an 

annual_ education checkup? Bill Nos. SCR-64 and ACR-7 threaten 
:1 -::: ') r: ·: .; . - . 
~e!~~ery.__. child's constitutional right to an education, ap .. O. 
j.eopardize New Jersey's future. Don't water down our 

dl1-{l~iren' s rights. SCR-64 and · ACR-7 would replace the 
·: -~-~- '": t·.: :.. ~,'~ ~ 

~·Foe_(;u-'1rement that the State guarantee child,ren a thorough and 
......... .,1 ... _ • 

. efficient education, requiring the State to provide only. the 
!':::·· :t ,"l·S · 

educational opportunity necessary for ou~ children to funct~pn 

politically, economically, and socially. These bills erode the 
··~ ·-~ ._ .. _t ·-

constitutional rights of children and remove any State 
-=---··' '.. . l 

f~~~~onsibi li.ty for educational equality. . ... 

i;· 
Our children in the urban districts have extraordina.rx 

educational needs. Residing in communities with few resource~:' 
-~;- ~ ~ 

their needs are more to enable them to be equal with childr.en 

from communi ties able to invest more in education. Dr. Martin 

Luther King, in his letter from the Birmingham jail, expressed 
' ' .. ~ ;. '1 

eloquently: "For years now I have heard the word 'wait.' It 
i''• .. 

·rings in the ears of every ~egro with piercing familiarity .. 
~!.' {"' . ·~ :·_ :·: . 

This wait has always meant never. We must come to see, w..i.1:h 
:I ~~ ;:- ' 

one of our distinguished jurors, that justice too long delay~d 

is justice denied." 
~ .. : ; ·.; .~- .. ·, ~; {i' • 

·· The "Malcolm X" movie is a wake-up call. Let's mo.ve 
-~ ('·: ::· r. 

~~?:~~~ ~d now. Thank you. 
SENATOR EWING: Ms. Moore, you mentioned about ~~~ 

What time would you suggest? 

•.: .... 

~o:rking . 
. t .•. , • 

MS. MOORE: Well, most of our parents in this area ~~~e 

I would say that 7:00 in the evening would be better 

-~s>r. those parents. There are a lot of parents who are ve~:Y 

co,.~7er~ed, but because the flexibility is not there on t.hEi.il 
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' .. ·j,().b~(;~ t;tQei r place, of work, they cannot at·t~nd·-. _I,.~. -J).~av,e~~~~~·aJ;k~d~{ 

_tp~ qqJt~~ a few, and we are very concerned ab~ut th.at:. _ ·.::if r~ 

'··'~·Thank you. .. .: _ ~:r r. -:;;f::. • 

.. -u .. , SENATOR EWING: I would just like to add:· one: ··.:O;i;:Q.~r 

.t:hing:. You say "no compromise," but re~lly the only way .-t.o:~·9-e.t 

.1:~:9islation through is to come up with a compromise. We :.to.Q.k 

for granted that the education groups -- the NJAPS -~ i-WJe.fle. 

wi 11 i ng. You know, they are the ones who carne forward with 

these different changes which the Governor agreed to, so we 

went along with those. If they were not representing all th$ir 

people, then it is unfortunate. But ·1ou are never going ::to LCJ~t 

~00 percent concensus on something. I guess they felt this was 

the best they could do, without going back to their indi vidu·a;l 

9roups and getting votes from them. 

.. .. MS. MOORE: Yes, I understand that, but I do feel :tila.t 

compr9mise sometimes would be for if you had more input:· .:f;r:Q:m 

the districts these bills are going to have ·the impact· 1.01'\.· 

Then I think the compromise would be better accepted. .. 

Thank you. 

SENATOR EWING: Thank you. 

Jeweline Grimes? 

7J· ·E W E L I R E 

Jeweline Grimes. 

G R I M E S: To Senator Ewing: My name is 

I am a Legislative Aide to Assemb}:ywoman 

fQuilla Talmadge ·of the 27th Legislative District. I am he.re 

today to represent her, not to testify for her. She sent0!ome 

information that she wanted me to pass out to people. Butlr~am 

,s.~ying for ·myself that, although this bi 11 is a compromise .. f:O\r 

op.e year, I feel we still have some concerns, because next .·ye.-rrr 

.we will ~robably g~ through the same thing again with the bi1~, 

probably getting some more compromises. . .. 

The bill summary she sent me to pass out to people, I 

.think maybe they can understand a 

· less details because the bi 11 

.;so;metimes is hard to understand. 
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~t:he~~l:iill';·itha-t the New ·Jersey Ass:oc'iation- of; Public· Sch6o1s·,.·<:t:he. 

NJEA, the New· Jersey School Boards Association, the New -Jers·ey 

Association of Principals and Supervisors, the ·New Jersey 

:..Asis'6cia·tion of School Administrators, and the Department of 

.:'E'ducation-- They are supporting these compromise bills.·· !f 

-~anyone~ in the audience needs a summary of this bill, pl-ease 

sfee:l free to get it. It may help you to understand. .. .f 

:·f: .t ·,, ... -· Thank you. 

· · SENATOR EWING: Are the summaries over there, or what?' 

::;~~d:. MS. GRIMES: No, I brought them from my office. Do 

:y:.a_.u ·:want one? . ' 

SENATOR EWING: Yes, I would like one, please. Than:k 

:you ;very much. 

Ernestine Harris and Jackie Hill. Do you both want ~o 

.:-
1cotne .up at the same time? (Ms. Harris' response from audience 

~i~ndiscernible; no microphone) Does Jackie want to come wi~th 

-f!O.u? (response from audience indiscernible) Well, we will get 

her later. 

E R N E S T I N E H A R R I S: My name is Ernestine Harris. 

I am a parent and a resident here, and a member of PAGE (1) -­

Parent Advocacy Group for Education. 

.. ·:~ " SENATOR EWING: Wi 11 you speak close to the 

rmiC'I\'Ophone, please? 

'-~·.,~-: MS. HARRIS: Oh, okay. With regard to the bill-- and 

::-:rc:-.. don ~:t know the number offha_nd --- that was passed, what I · atn 

iiCal1ing the "compromise," and I think we all are, I still thihk 

:J.t~nat ~:is slightly dancing around the issue of the QEA orig·irlal 

·lbi:ll. :. I feel that even though the NJEA has agreed with it, ·it 

.wfll not really suffice the needs of our children in receivi=rig 

the academic ski~ls they need to go onward. 

I feel that that should be looked into again. We 

should not be willing to compromise. Here in the State of New 

::Jer-sey, it has been proven that we have been compromising {n 

·how~we allot money to different school districts based on ~h~r~ 
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_.;·th~;~h1ildien' s parents: reside .. · I ~feel ~that :-~sliotiid.':· stopi :;_·. :.J:t 

'···should not be based on where you live as to· how well your:j ~dili·id 
:: i~s=- educa·ted. In the State of New Jersey, all· :of· ou:r·· chi:l~n 

should · be educated equally with regard to the too 1 s they :r.:arte 

given. As you know, that is not the case here, from· ~il- lile 

information and statistics we have seen over the last two years. 

·)·. The other day I listened to President elect ci'iiltbn 
·. 'i :.w 

when they were talking about education at a conf·ere·nbe. 

Through the whole 10-hour conference, not once did they tnen·t:_f6n 

how your child will be educated based on where you liv~~: :~hd 

here we are in New Jersey determining that because of wherE{,..y:Ou 
.,_-·.; :' 

live, that is how the State is going to allot your money. · I"~am 

quite sure that if we give "it some thought-- We know that~·is 
the wrong direction to take. We should not be concerned ~~i:th 

where a parent lives to determine how the child is going to be 

educated, as far as funds being allotted by the State. 

Also, I would like to say that I realize· this ·rs-·· a 
... 

very political i~sue. If we would stop just looking at' 'the 

hill and just look at the valley, because in the valley wE! ... do 

have children. They are children that can be vital instruments 

in the country we live in. I mean, we complain that we don't 

have the right people out there with the right skills to do the 
: .': {i r· 

job, and therefore we can't buy American. And here we a're 

deciding that because a child 1 i ves in the valley, he ' i1 ~~~-: riot 

deserving of the same type of funds being given to ·the on~i!~bn 
'the hill. I think we are really doing our kids an injustice by 

not ensuring that they receive a thorough and eff'i'C::f~ht 
~~ducation, and the funds should be given to their districts sd 

·they can be equipped with that. ~ 3 ? 

We are not asking you for a handout. We are ;a·s1{ffig 

·you to be fair in how you allot the money to all the child¥en 

in New Jersey. And begging-- No, I am not begging. I· he1ird 

;·someone mention begging. I am not begging. What I am saffrig 

is, our children deserve a chance to be educated with the right 
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1 .• too 1~{: .. :o. T~.Ell~\-}l.~ed' .t_~5!- r;ight .~tools. to::' do: the job~ Th:~· ,.ll;~ed¥-;tl'le 
i.)_f}1~_1;lt, r..~ools. ):o ,gain .that ~nowledge_ .so that they can. go Pllt and 

'1~~.1i~e..:, t~, their goals. At this point, we are not dping .. tpat 

c-·~r~.. We . are not being given the funds so our children ~~n go ... · ... : : ' 

~~ut-and compete. 
~li-- : . 

So what we are saying is, with all the compromising-­. ~~ ~ c~ :~:.:. ·~~ 

:r!'~J=':~-~- stop the compromising and deal with the real thing. Deal 
Jt~j_tn ... the kids. They are tomorrow. Where we sit today, one of 

... : •. • _J ':. • •• 

.. .o1.1r .. children will sit. But if they are not equipped with ,.the 
, •• · ........ \ ,J · • • :/ ••. 

-~kills and the knowledge, who is going to run this when we a~e 
f_l :f-' : 

.. .99ne? We can't sit here forever. We have to move on, so we 
'-~'~ ·.~. 

;,.fave to educate all children, no matter whether they live on 

P..~he; .hill or in the valley. They all deserve a thorough· ,apd 

r::~f~i(:ient education. 
Thank you. 

SENATOR EWING: I am not sure how much aid you get 

: f~om the State proportionately, but I know, like, up in Newark, 
! I . _. •. 

c. ,~lle. State aid makes up about, I think, 85 percent of . the 
- 1 .. 

ov~rall school bill. So, more money is. being given to the 
. . . . . ' -~ 

so~called people in the groups in the valley, as you point out. 

MS. HARRIS: Yeah, but if you ever came down to tp.e 
.. 

:- !scho.ols and saw how many we have in a classroom-- We may have 

c- ~p ~,?- a classroom. If we had the funds, we could expand our 

. school. We ·could have more classrooms and more teachers. 
:. ·:Jf"L ·;; T. 

~~i~bt. now we ~an't. We don't have the money. 

___ "' ,· _ SENATOR EWING: You need the buildings and the spa~e 

·n~C.J~'~:oy, many instances. That's true, very true. 
MS. HARRIS: We do, but we need the funds 

get the- job done. G•tting the job done would 

in order.:·.J;o 

enable our 

tPP}J,t:}ren to have the skills and knowledge to go on with. Right 

::P·~!''. yes, we do have children who are breaking through. and 

: .. m.a~ing headway in what they are trying to do, but it's hard.-~ I 

~-~!'~an_, when we have nine kids sitting at one computer, ano. go 
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-five~ tni.riutes'· away. and have five, chi l~ren ·,·to· a co.m.pu:~et, be¢~a.u:$e) : 

~e~ JiP.n' t have the funds-- ~( ·::.r·· 

., SENATOR EWING: The funds, right. I· understa:Jld. 

Thank. you. 

Gerald Somerville. 

~ E R A L D S 0 M E R V I L L E: 

Ge.rald Somerville.. I am a parent, 

Clifford J. Scott High School PTA. 

•)· ,. . ; .. ... ,_, 

Senator Ewing, my n:ametHiiiS 

and also a member .O:f ~ft·hJe 

I am also a paid:'· J.u.p 

dues-paying American citizen; three years in the Army, .· andi~a 

Vietnam era vet. So I am entitled to all the rights aild. 

privileges of every citizen in this country. ·. r ~; 

I am here to push for parity. About a year ago, ::,-.I Jwas 

parked on a neighborhood street in Jersey City. · ,~tTb.e 

·neighborhood was a working class one, and the people ~e£e 

p_redominantly Hispanic. We all know that this was a .pla:e.e 

·where immigrants had always settled when _they first came,··:-~f9 

this country looking for the American dream. The names. -w.et.e 

Mueller, O'Malley, Esposito, Goldberg, etc. Today the names 

are Garcia. 

In this neighborhood was a strong looking school 

·:building built about 1920, or something. Chiseled on ibs 

·:m·arble front were these words: "The fu.ture of a society is:· :::in 

the education of its youth." The neighborhood· had chan<)ed 

because the people who 1 i ved there before had now gotten the 

kind of education they needed to move up and out o·f -.-~bhe 

s.tranglehold of poverty. Many of them now are~ :;yo,u-r 

·.constituents in Somerset County. They did it because·: t:·he,y 

lived in a society that was committed to making a better·futu~e 

~or thii country ~nd its people. They lived in a society that 

-c:onsti tutionally guaranteed them, and all students, a thor-ouqh 

and efficient education. They lived in a society that 1had_-. .• a 

vi;sion. 

The current attempt by our Legislature to dilute",, ·o.r 

to totally rescind this guarantee is not predicated on moral, 
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. ~ (::.,. .. ;:.:.,. 
··Y~(. 

~nobil&:~~J or::~ .vi6ionary ::ohj ec-t"i'ves, but rathe-r, r feel~' ;...;·,.;..;:I: as~-: db 

many of my collegues. in the areas where we live in· East Otfange 

.tEf(:f.r .-~~.'that. this is a selfish, this is a mean-spirited, and~ 

this is a very, very immoral way of going about denying us·:·ou.r 

equal rights; the slide around this guarantee via revisions to 

~:t:he.·QEA to take us back to the dark ages where the survivar of 
(~·hie fittest was the creed for the day. But the survival of t:h~ 

Gf.i ttest is not the creed for America; it is not the creed for 

·th\e·, .State of New Jersey. 

:.·i·t: This bill, as written, will maintain the status quo as 

it is today. It will maintain inequality in the funding levels 

·:··for -every student in this State and in the country -- in our 

!::urban areas. It will continue to give the privileged a leqa1 

,·:edge on the underprivileged. It will prevent some of the cream 

-::tn .' the urban districts from rising to the top. It wi 11 not 

cmov.e· us forward toward parity, as the Supreme Court has 

:.::decreed, but it will move us backward. 

·::~-:::·-L To fo.llow this philosophy to its obvious conclusion 

down the road will then turn this· great State of New Jersey 

:into ·the Mississippi of the North, where the privileged will 

~have· the best facilities, and the poor will have one-room 

tscho·ols with potbellied stoves. Maybe not the same, but the 

>same.-·:principle. 

~~d.·' .··:.: .~ We must not let our vision of a better America for. a-11 

::-i\t,·s people twindle, for it is written in the King James version 

:o:f'·. the Bible that "where there is no vision, the people sha'll 

·'::perish." It doesn't just say some of the people; it doesn-:t 

~}\!H~b.say the poor people; it doesn't just say the black people·, 
. 

·nor just the white people. It says, "the people." We must 

'.have .the vision for all of our people, or we won't be here v·ery 

:ldng:, not in the position that we are in now. 

So I ask you, sir, you and your Committee, and ·the 

-State Legislature, to please consider wh~t this is -worth to all 

of .·us and to give us the parity which the law says. If we .in 
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this: dfi~trict are to 'teach our children respect. tor: ·'t:'he. 'iaw·' ar18·x' 
to--;obey >the l~w, then isn't it so with the~ Legisi'atur:$-·that 

they should also respect and obey the law? ~·~c~g 
-- · · · Thank you. 

~,._ ·· SENATOR EWING: Thank you, Mr. Somerville. We are 

putting $372 million more this year into education. ,·;.:.:·. 

MR. SOMERVILLE: · Sir, does that bring us to parity? :z :..~ 
SENATOR EWING: Parity is being stretched out' ::by 

another year or so in the particular type of legislation .:~tfat 

is before us to vote on tomorrow. It is stretching it out·~ !it. 

think you would agree-- I know in the Legislature that we hii~ 

lawyers on one side who wi 11 say something is consti tution~r·; 
... _ ·i· .. 

and· lawyers on the other side who will say it is·' not 

constitutional. We feel, from the best information we have·~· 

that this bill would stand up under the Court's eye. Only tf~~ 

will tell. It is Moving towards parity. It is not there ri~h~ 

now. 
.. 

·'· MR. SOMERVILLE: Do we have a timetable whereby we 

will reach parity within the next two to three years? Is that 

the goal? I do not see it in the bill. 

SENATOR EWING: The goal, I think, is '96 and '97. .. · ·­

MR. SOMERVILLE: That we will be at parity? 

SENATOR EWING: That is what the plan is. 

MR. SOMERVILLE: Well, I c::ertainly hope so, alt:hou~h 

that is too long. I just want a commitment from the leaders of 

this State that we are moving, or we wi 11 have parity in · -th~ 
school fundings for all of the people in this State. We arg 
n6t here as beggars, sir. We are dues-paying citizens of :.·'fil~ 

United States of America with the full rights and privile9es~-· 
.. . ~ . . -

Maybe some of us_ don. t have the income I but that sti 11 does' not 

t~ke our rights away from us. 

SENATOR EWING: I think there are some districts .. , in 

t"he State that are going to have to get more money. You ·~a'y 

"parity," everybody gets $10,000 per pupil. It is not going £d 
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~P.f··~:-~!l-· ~;o~e~~· dJstr:ic~s ~ . Th~y are .. going to nee:~ more·~ ~~~PO::· th~~~-~ 

~rank~~,:_. .because I think. there are needs out ther~ :;.::.;:.+t,hi~~ 

people-- · · -_. r;'-

It is very interesting. When we started our hearings 

and .everything, I wrote to the 30 special needs 
~ :: . ' . 

superintendents. I said to t.hem, "Will you please send me a 

list. of those items which do not. deal with education, are not 

f~ally education, they are not teaching math or science or 

g~pgraphy or English, such as security in the halls, security 

in the playgrounds? The money schools do not get for the food 

J;?J;pgram, which is so vital in so many areas -- the Breakfast 
'·' " ;~ .! 

Pfpgram, the Lunch Program. Nutrition is so important for.;.·.a 

Ghild to learn and "to retain the learning; things of this 

~~~~re. Some districts have day-cares for the infants of gir~s 

t:l:~o. are attending school. In my mind,· those- are not 

7~ucational expenses. 

Approximately 15 of the 30 superintendents wrote bq~k 

~nd _gave me the information. One of them was very kind. He 

gaye us a budget to look through. But the others didn't. ·I 

just found out in the last three or four weeks that they felt 

there was something sinister about my request, so they weren't 

going to send the information in. So if you can tell me how 

the hell we can try to improve things if we are not going to 

~~~~~be cooperation of your superintendents-- It is beyond me. 

We will get the information, because I feel that some 

day, not tomorrow, not next year, we should pull those expen~~~ 
~~ .. ~. ... ) 

R'f~ and have them funded separately. It is not right that ... ~ 

~~~oo.l district has to provide guards in the playgrounds, ~ qr 

g':-l~F.QS within the building. People in my area -- I live in 

Bedminster -- wouldn't even think of such a thing. They dqn~~ 
•. ,: ? . ~ ,. 

think of that at all, but it is an expense that you should not 

have. to bear. That money should go to get the computers, get 

~eachers' aides, and things of that nature. This is what we 

~ave to strive for. It is not coming tomorrow. 
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.. }, ;~ ( MR.. SOMERVILLE: 

__ SENATOR EWING: 

frightfully disappointed 

That:•s t·rue~- to -an ex.te·nt;:~.:-· .. :' ::.: -·.<::r::r ~·~;.:;­

I was thC?roughly r shocked i:;::Artd 

with those 15 special·-~~_.:: needs 

stiper"intendents who didn • t bother to send us the informati'on.:i. '"'·<·. 
MR. SOMERVILLE: We 11, sir, bee a use we don • t have' ·tfi~ 

so-called parity which the Supreme Court has decreed;: . alta 
because this issue has been in the courts for years upon years 

and nothing has been done about it, then I don • t see how'·:::y·eu 

could question why some people would be suspicious and have a 

sinister attitude, believing rather that the leaders ~h jt~~ 

State Legislature would have a sinister motive, when they 

haven't really complied with the Supreme Court. 

We have been sitting here in our urban districts-- ~My 

children have graduated. I have one more left. Three of them 

came into the kindergarten and graduated high. school and ate 

now attending a university. Nothing has changed towards a 

thorough and efficient quality education, Abbott, etc., etc':r·;, 

but there has been a lot of rhetoric. So I don't see where you 

can blame people for being a little bit, you know, cynical 

towards that. 

SENATOR EWING: I think we are following the C<:rur€ 

decision and gradually getting there. As I said, in the~' two 

·years, this school year end and last school year, those ~3"0 

special needs districts got $470 million in extra money, :.ovetzt 

ind above what they had gotten previously the previ6~~ 

year. You know, there is just so much money available.· .. ' ;;W~ 

b~ve to keep working on it. No question about that. I am not 

saying, "stop it," but, you know, it ha~ to be spent properl~.ss 

- · MR. SOMERVILLE: I believe now is the time; I re~fTJ:y 

do, because, like I say, I have been waiting patiently· .:for 

years upon years. I have seen my kids go into kindergarte·n;: 

come out of kindergarten and go into high sc-hool, and graduate 

high schoo 1, and I don • t see the Supreme Court • s decree be'irig 

upheld. I see it trying to be scurried. I see people moving 
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•' 

a.round; Lt and· .-f:ighti·ng _this and fighting that, bu,t:. ·we- -'are still 

.b-e.ing ·nit ;:with ~-nadequate education. It is reminiscent of the 

~P-Y.!J.t Lap:rel decision in the housing area, although I am- rtot ........ :: 

Even· .the·-- Mount Laurel people have circumvented that, and the 

~~preme- Court has decreed. We were raised to believe that a 

S1.1preme Court decree should be upheld, not circumvented. 

_ . _ SENATOR EWING: You have s_een no improvement in Eas;b 

0~-~ng-e, .. in the two years that the QEA has been in effect? 

_ ..... MR. SOMERVILLE: Any improvement? A little, but not 

!;._~~t_-much, sir. 

SENATOR EWING: Okay. Thank you. 

MR . SOMERVILLE : 

don't-see fruition. 

Not that much. 

,.,or. Thank you. I hate to give it to 

P\lt that is the way it is. 

i: SENATOR EWING: No, no, that's 

what we are here for. Don't worry. Thank 

Clifford Rogers? (no response) 

(affirmative response from audience) 

I see plans, but I 

you so hard, Senator, 

all right. That . .. is 

you. 

Kathleen Witcher? 

K A T H L E E R W I T C H E R: I am Kathleen Witcher, 14 

Garwood Place, Irvington. I am President of the Essex County 

Cqunc:i.l Parent Teachers Association. I thank you, Senator 

~l<'Jing, · for hosting this hearing so that parents from special 

~~eds districts could have the opportunity to come. However,:! 

· ~~nt. . ,to object to what I think is the lack of sincerity of 

ho:sting a hearing wi-thout a formal public notice; (applause) ~-· 

·:~l'}::: I know "that I called the offices in Trenton as early 

as J~ly requesting information on this bill. I did not receive 

a~y~hing until something was hand delivered from the New Jersey 

B~ack Issues Convention on Sunday. I think that is a slap in 

t~e . face to the PTA Pres-idents with whom I work, because many 

of:: t_hem have come out here on last minute notice representing­

~chools in Newark, Montclair, Irvington, and East Orange today. 
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:.~.· _1 '". :- .. - ,SEN,~TOR, EWING: . Excus.e " me~ for int,err.up·ti:gg, :-" J.Ms;. 

Wi~c:h.er,_.- but a notice was sent out on our .re.gula.r--:- ~:::;r:l',t 

certainly went to the PTA and the NJEA and people like ~ t·ha;t.. .. 

Then~it was up to them to distribute the information. I grant 

~pu-:- I could not agree more that it was done fairly quick.];-y, 

b•cause Kabili is the one who brought it to our attention ~R2in 

Saddle River. That night I said we would get something:. ~s.,et 

up. Then it took a few days . He came back to us wi t:ll:"?;.~,a· 

school, which was this school, and then the notice went out as 

soon as we had the location. But, nobody was being sligbt:ed~ 

There was no effort made to do that whatsoever. Otherwise.,,-, ;I 

would have come up here by myself and talked to one person ·:land 

then left. 

But, we sent the notice out the way we always d~.-'lSo 

I am sor.ry it took so long for you and others to learn abo-ut 

the meet:lng. .-i .\· 

MS. WITCHER: That is why I just make the suggesti~o·n 

.::that in the future perhaps they would offer you some space· ·:in 

the local newspapers. That would give mass notice. 

SENATOR EWING: No, excuse me. We do not pay for 

advertising in the newspapers. 

MS. WITCHER: Well, you know, community events, they 

~ight give you a free space. But certainly I would like th_e 

Essex County Counci 1 PTA to be notified, because we have:-:-::-a 

newsletter, and there are other organizations that· · .·hav.:e 

ne:wsletters. 

SENATOR EWING: 

New Jersey PTA and 

announcement out , . if 

Well, I will have to check with: J:.he 

see what they did about sending· :~'::an 

they bothered, you know, how .~~they 

distributed the information out. ', '1' 

MS. WITCHER: I would like to say further that the 

timing, as Ms. Moore said -- timing is not considerate of th~ 

business community which would like to participate. In: :the 

A-3, November 11 bill, it said that the business community is a 
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pa·~r.t· .()'f th'e~C'n\odern SChOOl:· COmrnttn"l'ty, ana: thatl· ybU:: WOUld ·like 

·.;t-heir- cooper·ation along . with othe.r sectors of the community'. 

·So rithe':.hour ·· is not that convenient. ·· ·· : ~ :~ 

::s>: · I have been a supporter of Quality Education Ac'ts'J'JI 

·ahd IT, because the implementation of the Quality Educatidrt A6t 

t:cfssures our children an opportunity to groom themselV~s 

~"a:c:ade·mically and offers a fair chance to meet the cha.llenge of 

:·America 2000. 

In the special needs districts, our children need the 

.s~afrie ;·programs afforded by the wealthier districts in our State, 

Iin ~·order to get our children ready to compete. We ·n~ed 

f.:-l~i·braries where our children can work. We need our old and 

crumbling buildings updated. We want our children to attend 

~all-day kindergarten~ We want our magna children -- the gifted 

:-:a.nd, talented in particular -- out of the closets, as they ·are 

in Irvington, and into laboratories. Many of our children in 

·the·= schools my children have attended have no cafeteria. They 

~a~ .in hallways. Talk about the safety and health of ~h~ 

children, mu9h of that is not afforded in the funding. 

How can we expect that you are sincerely committed to 

the goal of providing new and progressive educational progra~s 

:bh"at -focus on critical thinking or higher order skills, when 

.-.:y.ou ·-propose making such drastic cuts in funding, making the 

~xsuse that further funding is not available? Funding might'~e 

::av.a.1lable if · you would deal with the parity of providing ··•to 

special needs districts, and not throwing extra funds to·· the 

~we··althier districts. Now, in Essex County we have both. There 

!-needs· to be some thought given to trying to get othe~r 

\r:e:Sources, such as how much can be gotten from the Lottery ;fbr 

funding of the districts. 

:-./· The monitoring of expenditures that you mentioned can 

,be: accomplished with the cooperation of the State Departmen't · o""f 

:Education; those trained professional educators, and .,:.a 
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cQllabO:'r.a:ti,o-n.':·of> a. total t·e~m _ef.:fort_· ·of 0 sql)oo]; assQc;_].;qte~- -~:~9"7 

professi::Onal organizations, which are described in. tbe origintJ 

A-3. t, -~- • ·:cc-;_,p 

Our children's lives are at stake. It is hardly their 

fault that school facilities are worn and broken, o~ tb't 

-PJ:"Ograms and techniques are not in place because instructio.nal 

~~~ff have not been retrained yet, or because the-!~~ew 

graduation requirements, the early warning test, the HS~.· ·t:.l 

speed along too rapidly for our children, who already h-a~e.,:o;a i 

number of social and academic difficulties to keep up the PPC~s:_, 

We want you to search your conscience to find a w·aY.:nP~ 

p~ovide a thorough and efficient education for all the 

children. There is no reason to educate some, but not al.l ~tf 

the children. We must all live in this society togethet". ·r ,w:~ 

must all try to survive. :::<··:~i 

.. I have basically a two-part question, and then -_OJli! 

more question: I would like to know what the per capi:t:'8 

tunding proposed is for special needs students, the ab-r·-i;s-k 

aid, and I would like to know the per capita fundi\P.9 

comparatively for children in wealthy school districts. -~~0 

My second question is: I want to know if you haye 

made a tour of the conditions of the schools in our specia:l 

n~eds districts. _; ;·· 

.. e: Thank you. ,._. ·_, ;:i.f:· 

SENATOR EWING: The at-risk money has been folded:: iM::o 

1;1le overall funding that you are getting. It is not a sep:a-.r~art.~ 

~mount of money. As far as the per pupil amount of money·::- :tb:~!= 

~.he State is giving the various districts, I do not hav~·.:,,_a-n,y 

data her·e with me. But we do have your name and address, ~and:: ;l 

~ill see what we can dig up and we will send you something:- O:Jl 

that. 

As far as touring this district, I have not. I have 

been down in Pemberton, which i_s a special needs district-;- ·a,nd 

then about a week or two ago we made a tour up in Jersey City~ 
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'the-. takeover. district. ·It· has been·· .. qui te a few ye1ar~s-.;..-> 1 w·as 

up;< iirt ':' ;Newa:rk ·.-quite a few years ago·; quite a few ye·ars I no 

question about that. 
~. · .: ·;~.The building program is a monumental problem and it 

h'as- to be attacked. I am not going to hold out a lot of hope 

that ·it is going to be done quickly, unfortunately. ·The 

~iqures that we get in the State will run up into the ·billio~s 

6f dollars to bring every school up to a decent·level for lifeY 

safety, size of rooms, etc. The $50 million that was mentioned 

ear1.t·er, in this bill is just a piddling amount, a drop in the 

bucket towards doing some of the things . 

.::-;~~- We are hopeful that there will be another bond issue 

bn the ballot next November for, I think, around $375 million 

~r education, but even that is such a small amount compared to 

the billions that are needed for the replacement of old, old 

'buildings. It is a very, very difficult thing. The problems, 

bO~ they have been caused, I don't know, but, I mean~ 

municipalities, school boards, county governments, State 

g·overnment-- They're all the same. They postpone any work 

being done on repairing a roof or repairing a leak as long as 

they can. As a result, buildings start to deteriorate; schools 

sta.rt. to deteriorate. The State has done the same thing I and 

as a result we are in a frightful condition, and you need 

decent conditions for the teachers to teach the children. They 

c~n-~· t~'.: come into-- When Elena Scambio went· into Je:rsey City, 

~.he:ce:i :. were some buildings that had not been painted in 33 

.yea.:rs~ ·.· and that is no type of condition to ask a teacher ·to 

·t·~each· children in from a socioeconomically deprived area. She 

ha:s,-done tremel)dous-- I think there are only about seven ot 

eight ... more schools that she has to get painted. They have all 

been painted at least, and gradually she is getting them up--- ~­

·~:·. But, I have no quick fix. I can't say, "Well, don't 

~orry; we are going to do that next year," because that is not 

t~ue, but we have to keep. working at it. 
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:~·~Ms~:~ ·::.WITCHER: Iil the mean-time·~ my· concerti~ _:..': ;,an·a{ .: I. 

taught for 26 years -- is that children are going·· to :lose :··otit 

<again. .That is another generation down the drain. ''They\'hav·e 
to· live. -.-· 

SENATOR EWING: Continue to lose out, right. 

MS. WITCHER: That's right. You see, when we 'are 

~talking about the buildings, that is one aspect:. Then if you 

-~:want children to compete, they need to be in laboratories; they 

-need to have computerization; they need to have libraries; tH~y 

need to have textbooks. There are districts where they ha~i~~~ 

had new textbooks in 12 years, but then you ask the children:t'o 

pass HSP 11. 

SENATOR EWING: Well I Ms. Witcher' you know' that·. sort 

-~of subject is annoying to me because, what is the School Boiid 

:doing? Why aren • t they spending the money for the chi ldrert-.;s 

:-books? You know yourself that up here in East .Orange sever~! 

ye·ars ago. there was one hell of a mess. That money was beirig 

taken from the children. I personally feel that the people 

involved in that should have gone to jail for a long, long time. 

But, you know, it is happening all over, not just in 

big cities. It is happening in small communi ties, too. It ,.:s 

not right. But I'm saying to you, if they haven • t had new 

school books in 12 years, I don't understand what the Board·fs 

doing then. 

MS. WITCHER: No, it is just· a matter that you can't 

;eranslate the funds for everything when you have salaries· :_'cHid 

'everything else to pay. The operating expenses are nof":t'fie 

same as before. Your textbook for math was $12 ten years · ag·ti; 

· .. now it is $25. Those same children who need that textbook:"Ja·re 

~not going to get_ that same instruction which they need now.· '·So 

it is just an excuse for another excuse, but it needs to·· be 

·rectified. Maybe you can • t place the blame anywhere, bub: ·dur 

·children should not be shortchanged. That is my point~--~ .: ·;I 

·think that represents· the fee 1 ings of the parents' those· c:who 
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rar_~Fnot:. h~~e,,_.,,tJ.lose· who· _have -come. out, thos.ey·~who mi-ght .. not, be 

:.' ~nfo.~;med ,. -because every child should go one step, · at ·leasJ; cone 

::step, .. one level ahead of their parents, not go behind. I· ·.-cln 
..... . - ~ ·' . - . 

say for my own family, and I have relatives, those children who 

should have gone ahead are not making it. They are not meeting 

~·~heir skills. 

uc;·.~ Just as the ~peaker prior to me said, we want thorough 

v~Pd efficient education for our children. We want it now. we 

~~on't want to wait, and we don't want to hope that they get it, 

:-b~c~use that generation will be gone and the next generation 

·.J~ill- already be down the drain. 

I thank you. I don't want to occupy the time of 

.others. I wish tomorrow that something could ·be done to defer 

r.the. bill. Let's go, because I think if Dr. Morheuser sat i:n .. . 

;,committee, I'm sure she didn't agree with everything that came 
C.J , 

.-out in this bill. I'm sure that the Dr. Morheusers of _t.he 
~. ~· .. ::.-~ 

~~wot:ld know that we are not going to translate anything about 

t~orough and efficient education without getting parity. 

Thank you. 

SENATOR EWING: Thank you. I think, also, that you 

will find a big change when Dr. Fitzgerald takes over. I fe.el 

.. she is an outstanding individual. I think we will find her a 

~qr~~~ benefit to all of education in the State. 

Patricia Foster? 

. .. . I would like to just add one other thing that Ms. 

~~~tcher brought up about the Lottery. The Lottery money which 

9 9.qmes in, 

-~9!lars--

. .:.Egucation, ... ~.. .. . . 

which is substantial -- I guess over half-a-billion 

In the budget, there are items in Education, Hiqh~r 

and Human Services, and there is an asterisk the~e 

. ~.hat those particular funds come from the Lottery money. So -if 

the. Lotte~y money wasn't there, either those particu~ar 

. P,tograms would not be funded or we would have to have other 

taxes. So we can't say, 

.~ducation," because it ... ' . '~·\ . 

"Use the Lottery money to give more to 

1 s a 1 ready divided up. When ... bl;le 
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c.ftizens voted :·for the Lottery~ lt ·was spelled·::out·
1 

thit::'it·~~w·~~<' 

fCJr: 'Human Services, Higher Education, and Educ·ation; 'and ·that 

i~~~h~re i~ is going. It is in the budget. · Gj 

Yes, I'm sorry, Ms. Foster. 
p:~A T R I C I A F 0 S T E R: Good evening, Senator. My nadle 

supposed to be addressin~· ~a is Patricia Foster. Were we 

Committee here th.is evening, or you, individually? 

SENATOR EWING: I am representing the Committee. 

MS. FOSTER: 

~upposed to be here? 

So the other Committee members we.ren·1 t 

SENATOR EWING: 

appointments were. 

MS. FOSTER: 

Well, I don't know what 

That wasn't my ·question. 

., ._._ ...... 9, 

~- . .1. · ... r ~ 

• ~ ~. ,; ... J r.::: l"'t 1 

their oth~~r 
_: ."'L;·t. -=1 

Were · t"liijy 
supposed to be here, or are we jusb addressing you? Will yob 

• . • :: .. ,. ;·_ ~·J 

make sure that our concerns .get to the whole comm1.ttee, ··or 
should we be addressing all of them? .- ·:,::;,· .. 

SENATOR EWING: Oh, yes. This meeting is being 

r~co~ded and will be transcribed. A printed copy of the 

transcript will be sent to all the members of the Education 

Committees. 

MS. FOSTER: Thank you very much. 

My name is Patricia Foster. I am President of the-~ N~w 

Jirsey Association of Parent Coordinators. We are a stat~•ide 

organization that seeks to improve the education of stu(:lei1t:·s 

throughout the State of New Jersey who are enrolled in our 

schools by involving parents· in every aspect of the education 

system. 

The New Jersey Association of Parent Coordinators is 
strongli opposed to this bill because it does not comply wifh 

the Supreme Court mandate contained in the Abbott v. Burke 

decision of 1990. We are happy to see th~t this bi 11 provid~i:S 
for the special inclusion of parents in various aspects of 

school operations, because we believe this should be the case. 

But there must be adequate funding for every school district to 
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~9-~cate, children, and prepare. them .. to. compete. in .this society •. 
'- . ~- .. . . - .' •' ' .. ·' .. . ... ' ... 
b.ll_ children deserve a thorough and efficient education_... Under 
_r t ... i _ _ • ·· o: · • 

the Quality Education Act of 1990, parents and communi.ty were 

very hopeful that the Senate and the Governor would be 

f=Qinmitted to equity and parity, but this bill says just th~ 

ppposi te. .. , 

Yes, this bill will increase funding for the speci~l 

needs districts, but it also returns money to all other school 

di~~ricts as well. How can school districts achieve equity and 

parity under this bill? As you know, urban districts require 

~~~-s.i ve increa~es in order to make major improvements in· the 

education of our children. This bill allows for few 

. ;~~rovements, while leaving a great many unmet needs. The New 

Ht~ .. rsey Association· of Parent Coordinators respectfully requests 

,~qat you improve this bi 11 by restoring the ·funds that are sq 

necessary to bring about parity. 

Finally,_ the New Jersey Association 

Coordinators is offended by the scheduling of 

of 

this 

Parent 

hearipg 

after the bill was released. The hearing in an urban area 

should have taken place before the bill was released from 

Committee so that our concerns could have been incorporated 

into this~ We hope that you, Senator Ewing, will take personal 

,.resppnsibility for amending this bill on the floor tomorrow 

pefq,r_e the vote is taken. ., 

Thank you. ~. 

; : ··.: -· SENATOR EWING: Ms. Foster, I want to be very honesJ: 

with you. , I am not going to be amending the bill on the floor 

J? I don't want you to go away with the impression that I will 

bet c ••• 

MS. FOSTER: I am making the request. What you ~l~ 

.about it is up to you. I am just requesting that you do that ... 

SENATOR EWING: I want to be up-front with you and say 

I will not be amending it. 
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· Ms;~, FOSTER:.. I would ·like·. to· be up-front wi-tn: yO'i.t· .. ; a'f;~x' 

well'. That is my request. :'.-·e~;; 

Thank you. ~. = : . .. = "1 

SENATOR EWING: Thank you. 

Ann Taliaferro? Are you here now? ( a f f i rm:a:t ·i'-v:e 
response from audience) 

A . .R R A T A L I A p· E R R o: Good afternoon, Senator Ewimi'~ 

Once again I am appearing before you. .::~ ·: ·· 

·-~ SENATOR EWING: Would you please give your name· s··o· ··t~he··~ 

transcriber can have it on the tape? 

MS. TALIAFERRO: Anna Taliaferro. 

SENATOR EWING: And what organization do you represent? 

MS. TALIAFERRO: Just say I am a parent advocate~ ::3:! 

'artr here to support the children of New Jersey in the urb~!h 

school districts. 

You know, as I sat and listened to you, and I list~ri~a 

to some of the testimony given here today, it upset me stili~-t6 

think that there is a perceptlon out there that urban schodi 

districts have so much money that we don't know what to do with 

it, so why aren't the boards of education doing the right 

'thing? The reason why it upsets me and concerns me is, that- is 

the same type of mentality that you take into consideration 

when you consider a compromise bi 11. The Court, in its· mo.st 

profound wisdom, understood very clearly that New Jersey:. -w~s 

t~he fourth most segregated State in te.rms of African-Americans, 

~a·nd the third most segregated State in terms of Latinos. ···:So·::_ ii':f 

the Court recognized that and passed down a profound decis:ibh 

t~hat said, "All children are entitled to a thorough ::.~ ::ahil 
efficient education," I don't even understand what a comprom~l:se 

bi 11 ought to be. about. ··. · ·· 

Now, some might say. that is better than nothing. ·Thail 

isc like looking at the glass that is half fu.ll of water. · ·Borne 
might say it is half empty; some might say it is half full:.: :I 

am· saying that all of us recognize what is coming dowri the 
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::,· ,. 

p~ke,~-· · ~ext ye.ar ··is an· election yea·r, so the message./i· has to be 

sent loud and clear as to how you :represent people and·. who. you 

represent. But let me tell you, Senator Ewing, you all are 

treading on some dangerous ground when you continue to 

-~om~romise all of the children in New Jersey. 

The reason why I am emphasizing "all the children in 

~~~:·.Jersey," is because if one child goes away from a schoo-l. 

system hopeless, that might be the one child that you need· tro 

._help to save your life. Now, sometimes folks do not recognize 

that it gets down to that, but it does come to that at some 

point, so we are intertwined whether we like it or not. 

~· :. :·,.~~ ·. I am asking-- I know this is an impossible thing 

pec~use, you see, I know that the majority of the people down 

:t·h~re don't represent us; don't look like us. Okay? So I know 

that most times their perception is not the same. But. I ·am 

la_s~~ing one thing: that you all dare ·to . go a little further; 

.:t:flat~ you don't stop at this compromising children. You see,.:. I 

he,~d you say one thing: "Things are going to get better with 

D.r:.- Mary Lee Fitzgerald." I am not under that perception at 

-al_l. I don't· think things are going to get better under Dr~. 

Fitzgerald. I think things are going to stay the same. Do you 

know why? Because the first thing we hear coming out of her 

mouth is that there are no two New Jerseys. We are not fools; 

~-~-· are not fools. 

__ ~:~>~< I live in Paterson, New Jersey, and I know that the 

f::hiJdren in my school district are t.otally different from the 

~i~~-who go to school in Wayne. I know there is smaller clas~ 

r~~~:ze there. I heard someone testify about labs, computer·:s··. 

~0\}.r·,; _children do not have those advantages. I know that ·the 

more middle-class and affluent school districts spend a hell o~ 

._a .. Iot more money than they do in Paterson, New Jersey. If the 

::G:OUJt, in its most profound wisdom, understood that we need 

more .. money, and we need to reach parity-- The reason why the 

. .sp~cial needs districts were developed in the first place was 
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oecc:Hise '· the;·;·:·cour;t recognized that they not· only:. 'rieededX:t-o-·:·,tie:::. 

brought~ .- -l.tp' . to parity 1 but they needed to be cj i ven· . <::ftfa!t 

additional money because they were never anywhere near parity~::, 

So when you sit down and you talk about a compromise 

bill, understand · what you compromised. You are not just 

~c-Ompromising your political career, you are compromising your 

and my future. That is what you need to understand. l :h()i:)ie 

that Dr. Fitzgerald will understand that, yes indeed, there are 

two New Jerseys, and, yes indeed, she represents the kids in·. 

New Jersey, because if she doesn't, some of us are going to be:. 

t'here on her, too. I don't want to keep hearing about::. the 

perception and the myth that exist in the urban districts : abotft 

us having too much money, and therefore we don't know what··· ··f·o 
do ·with it. If the Court recognizes it, so should our el~cfed 

officials. 

Thank you . 

.. ,. SENATOR EWING: Ms. Taliaferro, on the computer pa·rt, 
it is very interesting going up through Jersey City to see w~at 

Elena ·has done in getting computers into the classroom, etc. 

·-so hopefully Laval Wilson will be accomplishing that up ·:in 

·paterson. We are going to be having some hearings up the'ie 

regarding the takeover to see how it is going and to keep ·an 

·eye on it. 

MS. TALiAFERRO: Well, I would strongly suggest'' fa 

::you, Senator Ewing, that you not just come in to hear 

·-testimony. You should begin to visit the neighborhoods. 

SENATOR EWING: Well, you don't have to tell me. :L:we 

are going to go around to the schools. I have been aroti'n(fba 

lot lon~er than you have, and I go around to places if I -~a~e 

fo. I plan to in Paterson I the way I did in Jersey City. . sb I 

we'll see you up there. 

MS. TALIAFERRO: Also, the point is with Elena Scambf.o 

in Jersey City-- If my understanding is correct, she still 

doesn't have enough money. She threatened to leave-· that 
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.~osJ-tion,~.:.p,eca.ljse the:, State was not giving heri- en0 ugh•:- dllq~. 

::. .. ~~,berson. is no different. Laval Wilson is not superhuma~n·\: ·::~PU 

cannot do-it without money. 

SENATOR EWING: Well, close to it. 

MS. TALIAFERRO: He is, huh? Well, we a~n·t kissing 

-_~_,he feet of-- (remainder of comment indiscernible; witness: h.-~9 

.mo.v.ed away from microphone) 

.:.: •:! _.:c, 

SENATOR EWING: I said; "Close to it." 

MS. TALIAFERRO: No way. 

SENATOR EWING: Susie McGhee. 
. -

l"s.u ... s IE McGHEE: Good evening. My name is Susie 
• ~ ! t ... 

·:~~P.hee. I am from the Newark Branch of the NAACP. The Newa:r.k 

c~ranch is the largest branch of the NAACP in the State of N~~ 

·'-~~r-sey. We represent the interests of our members in Newar-k 

and the interests of black people in general. 

The Newark Branch of the NAACP opposes the Public 

School Reform Act of 1992 -- S-1370. The main reason we oppose 

-the proposed legislation is because it does not meet the 

mandate of the New Jersey Supreme Court in Abbott v. Burke . 

.'J;'his bill will not bring about funding equity and parity a_s 

.mandated by the Court. The legislation seeks to increase 

_funding for everyone, which will continue to support t~e 

inequity that exists between poor school districts and wealthy 

~school districts. ,_. _ _, 

The NAACP considers educational equity and parity .as 
basic rights. Therefore, this legislation does not guarantE;!_e 

cJ:he basic rights of urban and poor students. The NAACP was 

.es~tablished to eliminate discrimination based on race. If this 
::· ~ ... .' ! 

..:::hi:11 is- passed, black children of this State wi 11 continue: cf;.o 

b,~ victims of discrimination, because wealthy children will 

continue to receive a better education than the poor child. 

This .is wrong and is not to be tolerated. 
'._ ,' .• <:.". "c 

The NAACP believes that the funding that was inherent 

_,i.n the Quality Education Act I of 1990 is better than this 

37 



_:Ac~: Tper;~ef.ore, we believ.e the funding-- should· be-. :~-estored - to-

that level. --~.-- r __ ~ 

That ends my statement. 

SENATOR EWING: Thank you, Ms. McGhee. 

Joseph Arnold. ·-· ::: 

J 0 S E P H A R It 0 L D: Good evening. I am just a s.ing!l.:e 

parent, a disabled veteran. I am a graduate of Barringer High, 

1-9 74. 

SENATOR EWING: Did you get his name? 

HEARING REPORTER: Joseph Arnold? - · 

SENATOR EWING: Yes. Do you want to speak close;r ~:to 

the microphone, please, Mr. Arnold? . ~J 

MR. ARNOLD: I am a Barringer graduate of 1974. !: -ll~a~d 

two years of calculus coming out of Barringer, so as far as; ·the 

public school system being inadequate or inefficient, I w_o.n•tt 

.buy it. 

What I see, being a resident here in this commun-ity_ 

;for roughly three. months now, is-- I see total inefficiency~ ,a·t 

the administrative end. I don't see how rewarding more mo-ne_y 

for a system that is operating as inefficiently as this one .:is 

would help the situation. I think we need to get more adequate 

leaders, more accountable for_their responsibilities and their 

duties, on the bottom line. I also think the bi:lil. 

supplementing just the educational end is, like, a waste~: _o:£ 

time if you don't inc 1 ude community support and s t rengthen:in.g 

~he family unit. If tou don't have that, these kids are 

whipped before they even walk through the door. Okay? 2s~b 

An example of what can be done through determination 

and guidance is the group that was here that escorted you:·:_ in~ 

.The name of that group is the Eagle Flight Squadron, Inc.:,~ and 

it is commanded and was founded by the Reverend Russell Whita:;. 

-What he does there is insti 11 pride and self-discipline-_· cand 

self-respect in the youth of this community. 
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c.~ a::;:~·: ::what: I· propose is,~- i'f you do: plan·· o·ri·~_::·a~-: .fc3t .·mo-te:·. 

finances, which I think is the bottom line for these bflls·, 

before you just pour gasoline on the fire, I think you should 

analyze the people who are doing the job and doing it right, 

and aware the funds to them appropriately to give them the 

:::itncenti ve to keep on doing what they're doing. 

,,;·p~:- Since I have been sitting here, I have been hearing a 
lot of excuses about parity, we don't have this and we dor{•'t 

have that, according to what somebody else has. You know, I am 

a· father of two sons, and I wouldn't buy that if they carne up 

r:t'o. ;me with that, because if one loses sight, you don't give 

up. You acquire a better sense of feel and touch. You don't 

~q:ive· up and quit. You adjust to the situation. What is the 

~s·ense ·of asking for more fish if you don't know how to fish? 

:Okay? 

I am totally frustrated because-- The reason why I am 

"'-her·e .is, I received this notification about this meeting. This 

~as nothing to do with you. It says: "The East Orange School 

·District, Office of the Superintendent." It is dated Decemb~r 

:::J.l. ,· That means t~ey had five days for this letter to arrive at 

:my: residence. I received the letter roughly four hours befo~e 

·the·: :meeting was supposed to start. It was in an envelo~e~, 

~unsealed, and the occupant/head of household they had was-- My 

~1lirst ·· born son's name was listed twice on the envelope. -I 

rsh·ow.ed that to him as an example of t9tal inef~iciency. 

tL'. •: ·. Now, how can I prepare him to be e~ficient in what he 

does i£ he is not getting it from the people who are supposed 

rt~o-· .. be educating him? Myself, personally, as a male single head 

o·f· my household, t figure -- no, I know it is my responsibility 

<:to: educat-e my two sons. I am not going to depend on anybody 

el:s.e , or any kind of school system to give them the kind of 

teducation I feel they will need to survive to carry on- my 

family tree. I am not going to depend on that. I realize the 
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scho·o'l'. is a·:"'vehfcle' for· U$ · achPeving ~r common ·goa~I·,;· that·ji§ 'td·­
send a product~ve member into society so Americ·a will sutv~ve 

as a whole. 

We don't have time in this era of economic deficits 

and budget restraints for wasted effort and nonefficiency. · rtt. 

is time to trim the fat, because we are competing worldwide 

now. The· sooner we realize that, the better off we will ·:be-~ 

If it takes roughly $32,000 to incarcerate a youth, and roughly 

$25,000 a year to send someone to Harvard, you know, pre"tty 

soon you are going to have to figure out that we won't ·have· 

time to waste. If you don't want to get it, if you can't do it 

and want to be efficient and you want to skim off the- ··top 
trying to keep up with the Joneses to justify your position a~d 

not· really care about what you • re doing, then we don • t have 

time for that. We are not going to survive as ·a country lfk~ 

that. Okay? 

_,. The youths are the key. The bottom line is takiri~f 

care and making sure that :heir needs are met. Personally'~' 

funding to a board of education with a whole lot of money is 

no.t going to get it unless you involve community and support 

f~o r the family unit to de a 1 with the environment that they have 

to deal with, so these kids at least have a chance before they 

step through the door to put something up in their heads. 

That is all I have to say. Thank you very much' :·for 
your time and concern. This is the Eagle Flight thing, if :-you 

want to make note of it. Like, this is a light for what should 

be ... happening. You can make a judgment on where the funds 
should go by this guideline here. (demonstrates) All tnE{ 

rest, I . just hear excuses. See what his budget is. See what 
h-is. b_ottom line is compared to the Board of Education and s·ele 

where we can interface and work together and not fight amoni~~ 

each other over who has- what out in someplace else. If ffie'y' 
have more, so what? We adjust and we compromise. As a singl~ 
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p_ar~nt :· P:f-.-- two . on a . ,fixed income, I have to. do that· each' ,and 

~v~ry_ day·and instill pride in my sons about doing it. 

That's all I have to say. Thank you. ~ 

-:- , · SENATOR EWING: I think your sons are very lucky to 

have you as their father. 

~..:.: t . MR. ARNOLD: Well, I was lucky to have a good one, so 

~.~:goes around. 

.. ' ... ~ SENATOR - ' -
EWING: Dianne Cooper~-

D~ l;_ A R N E c 0 0 p E R: My name is Dianne Cooper. I am 
~f~sident of Sojourner Truth PTO here in East drange. 

I want to open my comments this afternoon -- or, this 

~v~ning, with a quote. 

~puld like to tell. it 

!.am not sure who the author is, but I 

to you just the s arne. It goes 1 ike 

this: "If you have always done what you always did, you will 

-~-~~ays get what you have always gotten." I say that to tell 

you that I want to thank you for having this hearing this 

~vening. The time was not good for parents. I would have 

~referred, prob~bly, a 7:00 meeting, but I was able to take o££ 

a little bit early to get here on time. 

I also hope that this is not just a one-time heari,ng 

in terms of your plans for setting up hearings. I think Essex 

County, especially Newark, East Orange, Irvington, and Orange, 

is the heart o[ an urban center. I would hope that one of 

t~~se centers would be on your list of hearing places when you 

~~~d hearings in the future. 

;·'·: I don't want to spend time talking about parity. ,.r-, 
t.hink we talked about that enough. I do believe that the biLb 

~ill not bring the urban centers up to parity in terms of wha-t: 

other ar-eas of New Jersey wi 11 be receiving. I am opposed .to 
' ' I'' 

~~· bill because __ of that reason; because I see that one of the 

Jse~ . things in the urban areas is that there is not enough 

t'{l9.9ey. I don't care what people are saying to you, there is 

not:enough money to keep up with the growing costs of education 

and the technology that comes with education for the year 
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2000. we.· ;are: "ptep'aring young people right now to· f'unctian 6 tii 
the·· year ·2000 and beyond. Therefore, if we are going .~::t'6 

p~~pare urban students for their future, we need the money to 
. ~ .. ·:.. ·~:~ do· th'at. This bill will not address that. 

Also, I don't want to spend too much time with. 1 f 
because this bill is a done deal. It is sad to say that many 

of us who work are at the mercy of our . legislators, who · ai'i 
'• .. 

supposed to keep the entire State in mind when they are 

preparing bills. It is no secret that New Jersey his :~ 

segregated educational system, that it i~ also a racist s~iti~ 
and that it manifests itself in the type of legislation th1a-'t 
comes out of Trenton. Urban and African-Americans are kiridE' of 
powerless against that type of institution in the State. It is 

sad to say that until, I guess, we make up our minds that>~~ 

are going to really stop the State from functioning in .th~ 
~anner in which it is functioning right now, that is to reali~ 

shut down the racism that comes out of Trenton, and throughout 

this State-- Until we make up our minds that we are going 'to 
:Just stop it and not accept compromise, not accept the 

legislation that is coming out, not accept the harassment and 

everything else that comes to the urban centers--

! may not be able to vote for you. I am no threat to 

you. You· are answering to your own constituents. 

your constituents are very pleased with this bill. 

there to represent them. 

SENATOR EWING: They want more money, too. 

I am sure 

You are 

MS. COOPER: They want more money I but do they n~~a 

more money? 

SENATOR EWING: They • re not getting it. Bedminster 

gets $5000 ~ore ~his year than last year. Please proceed. 

MS. COOPER: The Abbott v. Burke decision was-- W~ll~ 

it stated that the way school districts are funded -- the ~ib•ri 

centers -- is unconstitutional. That was basically the outcome 

of that decision. And yet, I do not see anyone moving towards 
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RJla~~ing ... ~_tha.t., -so we-- are within the Constitution:; that .j.:s·~. 

p,roviding urban youth with a thorough and efficient education.?lr' :• ..... ., \,', 

.)__ What I have seen is a shift to change ~· th~ 

Constitution. Rather than prepare African-American youths to 

~~ve a thorough and efficient education, the move was to take 

fl:l:t. a thorough and efficient education, thereby rendering the 

~~.?te unresponsible for the education of its youth. That is 

~~~ mentality that now exists in Trenton. I hope you can sleep 

i~t night. I can sleep at night, but many of the people in 

TJ'~nton, I don't know how they can sleep at night. There doe~ ..... · ..... 

~P~:· seem to be any fair feeling or concern about America and 

the,_state of America, or citizens in the State. 
,.J.".. 

It is unfair; it is opportunist; and whatever you can 
(;' 

~~ab for the majority group, because you are the majority-:--~ 

~ight is right! It's sad that the only recourse tha_t usually 

.it .. b_oils down to-- When black folks get tired and their backs 

~Ee: ,up against the wall, and they decide to really do something 

about it, that is the only time change takes place. So, I hope 

you are getting ready, because I am getting ready for that. I 

see backs up against the wall. I just hope the State is ready 

for the backs that are up against the wall. 

I really don't ·have anything else to say. 

SENATOR EWING: Thank you very much. 

~j~ We are going to have to move quickly, because 

evidently there is a Christmas concert here at 7:30 -~ 7:00 ~­

and they want us out of here at 6:30. I didn't realize that 

wbe~, I think it was Kabili made the arrangements for this 
_..:._• :'J ~~-~~ I 

schoo 1. 

.,.. ~-- • .. : So quickly, Sabriyyah Karima Muslima and Valerie 

Conaway. 

S;~~B R I Y YAH K A R I M A M U 5 L I M A: Good 

evening. My name is Sabriyyah Karima Mus lima. I am President 

of. _the PTA at the 18th Avenue School and the Harold Wilson 

Schpol in Newark. I am here as a parent and as a concerned 
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:. ' ' .: . '· (t •') :. ,., 

~-cl:tiz.en. I~->am'the inothe·r·· of· four. I··feel it .. is ·rea'lly··'an-

~chitrage that in 1992, as ~ parent, I have to sit ·before -~yd'u 
• . c·· . r.: ... ! 

representing a Committee that shows no concern for· urban 

children at all. I feel that our children are strugglin9' ,.t'o 

try to reach to meet the goals of the 20th century-- the'21~~ 

ci~htury -- and that our children's interests are not being 
• ~-j ') ::; ! 

c·onsidered at all. 

I think it is an outrage that with all the effdrts 
I 

·that parents here today have to contend with, that we have ·to 

worry about a quality education for our children. I think::··~rtb 

consideration at all was given, and, 
-- .. , , c-.;;. 

like you said, nothitf<f ·rs 
;·going to be changed. I really feel that me sitting here ·1!~:-_.::a 

~~ste of time, but I feel that I needed to let you know th~~ 0I 
~m outraged about what is going on. 

- _, .. ,_, 

SENATOR EWING: Thank you very much. 

Valerie, do you want to say anything? 
'··i 

V A L E R I E C 0 R A W A Y: Good evening. My name "is 

Valerie Conaway. I am a PTA member, 18th Avenue School, a!'so. 

I would just like to say this --- and I am going to be very 

:brief because I know there is a concert that has to take place 

here-- I am so moved with emotion that I really don't krlriw· 

where to begin. Nonetheless, I will begin. 

·meeting 

working 

'here. 

arid six 
in· life 

I think it is ridiculous, really ridiculous, that thfs 

is being held here, and that it was at 4:30 when ~tlfe 

parents were unable to attend. Nonetheless, we :.aie 

I will say this: I 

years of age. My son 

is to become one of 

or an architect. Now, he is 

am a mother of two children, ·:t.J"o 
is in the second grade. His 'gd'a1 

two things: First, an FBI aci~-~~t', 
in his primary years now where;<He 

is enthusiastic about learning. How is he supposed to keep 

this enthusiasm with money being cut? 
; ·: ~ .. > 

I read a little bit about this bill in The New~'r:k 
Star-Ledger, and to me it all boils down to this: SincE37·· the 
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•;~~o.ple ..... in t~e urban districts are no~ using· the money that ~~y 

-'--;~}:rea.d:Y .. have, why not . take it and put it here in Somer~e.t 

..,<;,ounty ,, or wherever it is that you live. Well, put i:~. Jn the 
!.· ... ;.,,.. .. . 

wealthier counties where we can use it, since, you know, .so 
·~) ~~.. . ~ -

.rouch money is just being wasted there already. 
· .• t • 

. :.c.·. The money is not being wasted. There is not enou9_-h 

money there. I often thought -- and I have shared this feeling 

~~th the Newark School Board of Education -- that I would have 
,·, 

.t_o . put my son in a private school. But, for God's sake, why 

•.)~..,h~.~.ld I, when public schools should afford him the kind of 

education that he is entitled .to? His father serves the s .:· J'' "!'""~ 

.COl.,lntry. He has been serving . it for 12 years in the United 

.st.a tes Navy. Where is this going to end? I mean, you have 

your "Guns and Roses," and we have our "Naughty by Nature." ~o 

what? We both have music, nonetheless. 

My point is this: Whether they be white, black, 

... _Hispanic, blue, or green, these children are entitled to an 

e._ducation. I am sick of getting knots in my stomach, lumps in 

_my throat. Where is this insanity going to end? 

I have nothing else to say. I am just really-- I am 

moved with emotion beyond tears -- beyond tears. Something has 

to be done. Now, the bill is going to be passed tomorrow, so 

_ _.(-~hat I am saying no.w is a waste of time, of course, anyway. 

But in the likelihood that the issue should come up again ,~-
~. ~ :· ·. .. 

-:..a~d I am sure it wi 11 -- something else is going to have to be 
- . 

done. But more money needs to be pushed down to the urb~n 

schools. Just because the parents don't make $50,000 to 
~; ·~.·· ~-~ 

.. $80, 000 to whatever amount of money that you guys might make, 
i f ·~. -~ . 

that does not mean that our children are not entitled to a 

:~pality education. They are. They are human beings. 

I notice that in certain places I have gone certain 

~ultures refer to other cultures as "you people." Well now, we 

:p~ople are tired of you people shuffling us around. Where is 

it going to end? 
:: ... 

Thank you. 
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S!NATOR: .EWING:· Well,- I hope- East ·orang'e,:- ·sp·ends theit :.' 

additional $5 million properly then for the children ... ·t·-m ~'suT-e 

·tney do, but--

MS. CONAWAY: Thank you. " 

SENATOR EWING: Patricia Bradford. Oh, I'm so~ry, 

-Pat·ricia. 

.P A T R I C I A B R A D F 0 R D: Go ahead, have your sip :~a!f 

something. 

SENATOR EWING: 

·have much time. 

MS. BRADFORD: 

No, no, please begin, because we dcn~t­

,: ·::-<f.i 

I l~ve at 7 Laurel Place in Newar:k .. "l~';I 

'w'ant to thank you, first of all, for bringing this heari-ng >:.1t-b 

our door. I believe that when you are talking about us, ·.:and 
things are being planned around us, the best place to bring.: :'i~t 

i~ to us, and allow us to really have input. So I do want to 

thank you for having the additional hearing. !~J 

I read the article, but I also know how the media wi'Il 

.turn around and interpret whatever they want to think you 

said. So first of all, -I am asking: What was your comment 

that you told the media to put in the paper for Saturday around 

this bill? Did you make a comment that was publicized in the 

paper? 

SENATOR EWING: No. When we have hearings, an 

announcement is made by the Legislature down there. It is ·serft 

out on a wire or a faxing to a group of organizations that-; r-a~te 

-interested in education. Hopefully it will be spread, and a>I1so 

·to the press. Now, what the press prints up, is up to them~· ~-.­

MS. BRADFORD: Exactly. My question is-- I sat· ·--aria 
-

listened to the testimony at the hearing in Trenton, the ·NJAP 

plan. They wer~ suggesting that if yoti did, indeed, pass_ this 

bill S-1370 that it would be for one. year with ~:tne 

commission, a group of people, being selected to serve.· '·rs 

that what the consideration is? 
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·.:i'::·:r.i:-J ?'"·:::SENATOR EWING: Yes, that' is in the···bi11 now·. Th~:t·is' 

::wh;a·t ,·will be passed tomorrow. . .. 

MS. BRADFORD: Okay, in the bi 11. This is .nttt 

ongoing; this is for one year, and it will be brought back with 

.,a .. commission. 

I have listened and I have seen all these different 

:;p_eop:le who are always lobbying for us as parents and people- in 

the community. I don't represent anybody. At this point, I am 

a concerned taxpayer, citizen, and voter. I would like to be 

able to sit and listen to all of the different facts and serve 

.Ton .t;he committee, in order to be able to hear for myself, and 

:·.Qe --able to dissolve what information does come forward, and ·be 

.. -a-Ple to make a realistic decision, instead of waiting for those 

:<:>ther individuals . 

. c·: In my own self, I feel that I have represented parents 

beyond the call of duty in terms of seeing to it that programs 

are monitored; that we are included in the decision-making 

process in my district. And, I served on the State level o'f 

Chapter I, the national level of Chapter I, and I believe that 

·I have enough understanding, my three children having gone 

t-hrough this school process listening to a cat and mouse game·, 

as I have, between the Law Center and the lawmakers. 

, It is like, "Hey, I'll make the decision. You can't 

~.do .. anything. lt wi 11 take you years to catch up to me." So 

w,~at?: So the Law Center, and Marilyn-- She is out there all 

'.~.11~-- time and she is telling us and sharing and pleading with us 

to support things. As soon as she gets to the point where the 

t&:,Q.ur_t • s bring her -- and· it comes up, and here comes another 

scatch and loophole that takes us back. 

... But, ~eyond that, you still continue to write 

~.:.legislation. So I am asking, because I have the ability to 

·:r·ead, write, and understand English-- As a citizen and 

taxpayer, I feel I have the heart and the spirit of ·the 
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community in .mind, .. and r·would. like .to ~be able ·to <se.:rvei:or{.:.t;:tfa-t;;. 

committee, if you deem it appropriate. li~u:, 

The other thing I am concerned about is-,· · ;a~s· · ::I 

testified before, the disparity between our school districts. 

Right up the street from West Side High School, ~here I am =th~ 

_,P_TSA President-- We had the struggle of getting funds together 

and putting together a plan · and putting in two or ~hree ·ne·w 

laboratories. However, right up the street, not even three 

miles away -- right up the street -- we have a district t-hat. 

has monkeys and snakes in the laboratory. We don't even have·;·:a 

live bug. I mean, I am showing you the difference in the 

quality_ of that science program in comparison to our scho--ol 

district down the street, where we have to fight wi-th 

legislators on the local level; then we have to fight wi.tt-h 

legislators on the statewide level. And all the while that ;~e 

are fighting--

Let me tell you, my three children went through a high 

school system wi~h a college prep course, and not one had 

chemistry. You tell me how that equates? They had to serve in 

basic skills programs. Sometimes I wonder how this thing even 

.happens. No matter how much my husband and I worked hard and 

attended to our children-- They went to school every day. If 

you would check the records, you would find that my children 

weren't out three times a year. They're so smart, and they ···r-;e 

s:o articulate, they turned my life around. But I want you to 

know that I also know that they did not get a quality 

education, an equal education. 

I am still here to fight for children to have th.at'1 

even though mine have passed through the system. I guess it 

wi 11 be like Sojourner Truth and I will be like the Harriet 

Tubman Underground, and then I will come out periodically a"fl:d 

put a gun to your head and say, ~r expect and demand that out 

children of African-American, Hispanic, and Portuguese" - ·:..~ 
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:W.b~:ch;·~_is- :roy ~-Mo-saic group .of Newark ........ that they~ are entitled to 

funding; funding that is going to bring us an equitable 

::_education. 

I 

~·eek. I 

sat in the Maplewood School 

looked at their statistics of 

District just last 

19 children ~n a 

~_plassroom. You're damned right they can learn. Our childr·en 

J'~~ve to be mixed in now with the Special Ed, who have bee:n 

::U:n~ducated over the years, and yet they are not going to be 

~~~e to get quality education unless we get dollars, because I 

jlay.e .. seen how many deficit programs we have. 

s:: :t So I am here to appea 1 to you: Okay, I agree to this 

.=l:e._gi_slation for one year, because if it gives us more dollars 

1t.~~n QEA did, then I want it. But I also want to know :a 

rP.:a G.ka g e that is rea 1 is tic , so that -within my 1 if e time I can s it 

':;.down and be able to see a plan and a dollar attached to it that 

we will be able to see to it that our children have programs. 

:·J:-:.· am hoping that no matter what my community says about me as a 

:person, that you hopefully think enough of me to invite me to 

~-~,erve on that committee. I would be glad to. 

SENATOR EWING: Thank you. I don't make up the 

commission. It will be the President of the Senate and the 

-~peaker of the Assembly. They are the people who select them. 

MS. BRADFORD: You can influence them, Senator Ewing, 

-I'm sure. Theink you so much. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER FROM AUDIENCE: Put my name down, 

SENATOR EWING: Harry Paden. We've only got .1-0 

minutes. I'm not sure we are going to be able to hear you. 

~H ~·R R-Y P.A DE R: My name is Harry Paden. I am from the 

.IJ:_;vington Joint PTA, which I am Vice Chairperson of. Also, I 

;~~~ President of the Irvington High Schoo 1 PTSA. I am also a 

~.~ngle parent, and I am concerned and a little appalled by 

several things; one being that you have a Committee, yet, 
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Senc;ttor- ·Ewing,' 'you' are the only 'perso-rf 

chose=~b come t9 our particular meeting. 

I am also offended by the fact 

~reviously at the time and the 

from the·: committee -I who 
That offends me-. :: ,;i::-_=. 

that, as was mentioh~~ 

hour and the lack of 

hotification for this said meeting. ·That offends me. . .. 

What these things say to me is that you guys are nol 

serious ~bout what you want to do within our district to briri~ 

our district up to the parity that it needs to be brought up to. 

I will not prolong what I have to say, although there 

.-is much that I could say. The funding that is provided in: t'fi"fs 

"revised compromise and compromise, to me, means 

appeasement-~ I think the young lady said it earlier I you:~ a(t:e 
appeasing your constituents. But where I disagree with her"1~~ 

we do have recourse. As there .was a class action suit befo¥e 

many years ago in the '50s, there was also one· which brou'ght 

this action about. There can also be other actions that ·. c·a:n. 
change this. This is not etched in stone. 

So, as you take this to the table tomorrow, $5:-0 

million that is going to be used towards facility grants for 

'the special needs districts falls short of what is needed. It 
' .. 

is a ridiculous sum. The rest of the sums that are there are 

very inadequate, but facilities particularly. I know in 

Irvington we are in the process of building a new school. We 

also have some additions coming, but they still fall far s'ho~rt 

of what is needed. 

I read recently in the paper -- I believe the town ::·was 

Glen Ridge-- They have their high school over four ~c'ftt}r 

blocks. Irvington High School sits on one city block. The·te 

are 2400_ students in Irvington High in one city block. ·GlE!:h 

Ridge has, I believe, 1700 in four city blocks. You can· ·see 
from this scenario the ridiculousness -- how ridiculous it is 

when you are talking about $50 million for 30 special ne'·ecfs 

districts. That is ridiculous. You said you weren't loo-king 

to change anything, but I think you should go into this 
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education of children which seriously needs to be addressed, =·a~ 

~~~~as facilities are concerned. 

J: I know that many of our schools in Irvington have~~o 

or more students within a classroom. That is inhumane. ArJ.Y. 

~ime you put any of God's creatures -- that many in a crowded 

-~_.pace, it is inhumane. 

I will end with that. Like I· said, several of the 

t~~ngs that are happening here~- I, unfortunately, do not 

@~Qose to thank you. You did not do us a favor. If you wanted 

~p6 .Jeally be serious ~bout what you were doing, you would have 

S::P:~sert urban areas before it had to be made known to you that 

~~~se areas shoul~ be included. It should have been done 

~.~ore the Saturday article, and before this was amended. 

~~y:ing it done now is an affront to myself and to the peop.l.~ 

~hat I represent~ 

So, you did not do us 

did want to vqice my opinion. 

-:=s.hould take seriously that we 

any favors. You are here. .. I 

I think that you guys really 

are not going to go away, just 

~ike your constituents probably say to you, "We are not looking 

to go away, Mr. Ewing." 

Thank you very much. 

-.). SENATOR EWING: I apologize to you for the affront 

the~. I am very sorry. 

Kabili? 

Jt. , A.. B I L I ·-=- :·: ;i.: : 
T A Y A R I: First of all, good evening, 

·p_e_pator. Second of all, let me apologize for being late. : I 

f.;l.~IS:· -just released from work because of an emergency we had. I 

~~fll'. _yery sorry that I was late, based on some of the things I 

_h:~:~rd. 

First of all, let me set the record straight about any 

.poali tion that I am supposed to be a part of or pass on 

~nformation to. I want to say for the record here and now that 
~ .. : . 

~ have never, at any time, been contacted by anyone from 
.~ .... 
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Tren,ton, Ne~t:.~:Jersey, from the Assembly~· from· the Senatefi 'o:F':: 

from the Governor's Office to participate in any type -o-f :::·a 
coalition or to be involved in a coalition to develop- a 

coalition~ I wanted to say that for the record. ··· ~ 

Second of all, for the record, let me start off by 

stating something that was reported in The Star-Ledger which 

was. very inaccurate, and we need some information. 

For those of you who do not know, my name is Kabili 

Tayari. I am the Education Committee Chairperson for the New 
Jersey NAACP. -• ·._:'.:.; -~ 

The December 15 I 1992 issue of The Star-Ledger 

newspaper stated: "The hearing today is being held to sati~fy 

some members· of the public who felt the Committee did not hold 

enough hearings in urban areas." Factually I this is whaTt 

occurred: 

Because of the analysis and research by the New Jersey 

NAACP, the organization concluded in the summer of 19921 and 

reaffirmed in November of 1992, that from 1990 to December. ·2tj 

1992 there had been no education hearings by the Assembly O.t 

Senate in the African-American or Latino communi ties of New 

Jersey. We did not, and do not, consider the required forma1 

mandated legislative hearings held in the Houses of the 

Assembly and the Senate in Trenton as community hearings . 

. Therefore, at the December 2 hearing we stated that at leas-t: 

three more hearings should be held in the southern, central~; 

and northe.rn parts _of the State in African-American and Latin'o 

communi ties. The New Jersey Black Issues Conventio!n 

spokesperson Mr. James Harris -- supported this posi tiori'~ in 
his testimony on behalf of the New Jersey Black Issues 

Convention, and Senator Ewing agreed to one more hearing. ·This 

is why we are in the City of East Orange today. 

East Orange is a city which is 95 

African-American. Its school system is 98 

percent 

percent 

African-American. The East Orange school system is one of the 
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·30~ poor_est school dist·ricts. in the State. Its Superintendent 

pf Schools is a competent person who is African-American -- Dr. 

,John .. Howard -- and East Orange is located in Essex County'i 

which is comprised of a large number of African-American ... and 

~atino residents. 

,, For the record, we are opposed to the old A~3, the old 

S-1370, and the new compromise that was struck last Friday.· 

H_er~ are some reminders: 

'!.', 1) The State of New Jersey is the fourth most 

segregated State in the nation for African-Americans. 

;~_f·:l:~.-.. 2) The State of New Jersey is the third most 

·s.~·9.ii".egated State in the nation for Latinos. 

~.;J ~:. . 3) · The 30 poorest school districts in the State of 

~efil Jersey are either majority black or Latino. ·~· 

4) Approximately 80 percent of the 1.1 million public 

~chool students are black and Latino. 

::: _., 5) Out of 611 school districts, the majority of New 

Jersey's public school youth are in the 30 poorest school 

d-istricts. 

6) The highest property tax rates in the State of New 

.J~rsey are in the cities and towns where the majority of the 

-r-esidents are African-American and Latino. 

7) Only 5 percent of the QEA moneys -- let me repeat· 

-~ba.t one for the record --- only 5 percent of the QEA moneys was 

a_llotted to the 30 poorest school districts in the State, while 

d:i;s_tricts such as Princeton, Deal, Alpine, Cherry Hill, Saddle 

~~iver, Rockleigh, etc. received 25 percent of the total QEA 

.funding. 

8) The wealthiest school districts have the lowest 

p~operty tax rate in New Jersey ranging from 19 cents per $100 

to no higher tha~ $1.23 per $100 of property value. 

9) 'l'he wealthiest school dist-ricts have the lowest 

property tax rate, the highest expenditure per pupil ratio, the 



·best. equipped f·acilities 1 sufficient ;education · personrfel? -;~pe;tv 

s·tudent ··ratio I and the most up-to-date learning tools~ · ,r". •• ··, 

10) There are numbers of effective and productive 

African-American and Latino educators, administrators, · 'arid 

finance persons in 

consulted pre and 

legislation. 

the State of New Jersey who are seldom 

during the development Qf any education 

11) The New Jersey Supreme Court ruled in 1975 · ·.:.~ 

Robinson v. Cahill -- and in 1990 -- Abbott v. Burke -- that 

because of the persistent leadership of black and Latih& 

parents I the funding for New Jersey• s poorest public schee'l 

youth the majority of whom are black and Latino is 

inequl.table. 
.. f; .. 

,I ..... ·..:,. 

12) Minimum aid was defined by the New Jersey Supr~me 

Court as unconstitutional and ill~gal. Transition Aid is 6~q~ 

minimum aid. 

These reminders, which are facts, are cited by me to 

illustrate what is not in A-3, S-1370, or the compromise b~q~ 

to be introduced for a vote Thu.rsday, December 17. J· ·-~ 

Let me say for the record . that I want to applaud Dr'~ 

John Howard, and the other superintendents who are in the Essex 

County area, for at least getting the notices out and letting 

people know that for the first time there was going to be .. :·-a 

hearing somewhere that was accessible to African-American 'and 
~atino people. I also want to applaud the parents, 

particularly those of East Orange, who again mobilized thei~ 

people. 

It was stated in -the December 15 issue of :rfi-e 
-

Star-Ledger: "The. compromise is all but written in stone, ~~hd 

it is unlikely any changes will result from the East Orange 

meeting." 

I hope The Star-Ledger is inaccurate. However, if I.he. 

Star-Ledger is accurate, this means that the 12 facts I have 

reminded you of have little to no significance upon y6tit 
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Q~·~isj.:Qns as leg-islators. Also,· .. it means· that t:h.e.}~·st~teme~n-ts 

from persons at previous h~arings arid today's requesting equity 

~nd parity for all of New Jersey's public school youth 

~~pecially the poorest, and the majority are black and Latinos 

:--~.were, and are, in vain, and that the Legislature is racist.:: 

(( - This is the first hearing that has been held in a city 

or school district that is easily accessible to such a large 

population of African-American and Latino citizens. And, if 

~his hearing is a mere ploy or an attempt at appeasement or a 

g~tj~~:. accompli, then what The Star-Ledger stated is not only 

~9@~rate, but proves this Legislature is truly racist. 

~~ Also, if The Star-Ledger report is truthful, it 

illustrates that as in Plessy v. Ferguson the citizens of color 

g~fl our children in the· State of New Jersey have no rights 

wh.:ich white lawmakers are bound to respect. 

Lastly, if this statement reported by The Star-Ledger 

4~ ~true, it also means that this Legislature has decided to 

~~'ct racist, inequitable, unjust laws against the needs of the 

citizens of color of New Jersey and New Jersey's Latino and 

African-American youth. 

,. However, if this 
·and 

Legislature is against racism,. 

t~equi table funding, lack of parity, and if this 

&egislature is in support of justice, due process, democracy; 

and quality education, then this legislation should not be 

Y9.~ed on Thursday without dialogue with the NAACP, the New 

~~;sey Black Issues Convention, the New Jersey Puerto Rican 

Congress, the New Jersey Association of Black Educators~ 

~[~ican-Arnerican and Latino superintendents and business 

;~¢irninistrators, Aspira, the New Jersey Chapter of the National 

~lliance of Bl~ck School Educators, and Board of Education 

members of the 30 poorest school districts. 

Assemblyman John Rocco of Camden said: "The most 

~ritical issue was fairness. This compromise holds all 

~i~tricts harmless. None of them will get less money than they 
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~·_got thts/ year. But it is not a perfect bill, a·nd./ I· am not 

happy with all aspects of it.'' This is a quote frorn·.~.,-:ttie 

December 15, 1992 issue of The Star-Ledger. 

We are not looking for a perfect bill, and we are no:t 

ha.p:py at all with the old A-3, the S-1370, nor the compromise 

~ersions. Question: A compromise for who, and benefiting 

whose children -- the poor or the rich? This compromise is not. 

~armless or fair. 

Let me share with you the analysis of ~an 

.. African-American superintendent of one of the 30 poorest scho&l 

·districts: "It is my opinion that the New Jersey Associ!a~if~i=t>n 

for Public Schools' proposal does not reflect the concer;n~s~ ~:.Of 

. the special needs districts. The basic problem is that thEfr.N:ew 

Jersey Association. for Public Schools is trying to adjust·:::.~ .. ~n 

:.a:lready flawed system of school funding, instead of develop~ng 

_an innovative proposal. Hence, it addresses rearranging: -and 

modifying aid categories which are a patchwork approach· ··to 

equitable school funding, and which do not collectively meet 

the mandates of the Abbott v. Burke decision." These are not 

my words; these are the words of a professional, a skilred·, 

competent African-American superintendent of schools. 

Although· the compromise bill increases the funding to 

the 30 poorest school districts in the amount of $115 millie~, 

:collectively the· wealthiest districts continue to receive 25 

:percent of all QEA funds in Transition Aid, which is i lleg·al: 

unconstitutional, and racist. :~q 

Secondly, to freeze special education and bilin<}l.fa1 

~ducation at current levels is detrimental to the 30 pooresit 

school districts. The freezing of at-risk aid would c:au:&e 

-severe staff reductions in the 30 poorest school districts. ,_ ··· ~ 

In regards to the budget cap part of the comprorriJ;se 

bill, this will allow rich, affluent districts to spend at a 

higher level than less weal thy, affluent districts, aga:rn 

continuing an inequitable expenditure per pupil ratio. 
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:1 ·~J··: me- : Once more I ask: A compromise for. whomi' a·rtd 

.:b.Jenefi ting whose children -- ·the rich or the poor? 

Also, the compromised A-3 and s~l370 bills continue to 

-ipe_rpetuate Assemblyman Rooney's disguised racist 

s£:egionalization bi 11 as out lined on page 20 of the old S-1370;.·.~ i 

r , · I want to sum up and close with this statement: T:ne 

c_h_ildren and taxpayers of New Jersey need a nonracist bill that 

provides equity and parity to guarantee a thorough and 

.~fficient education, so that the youth of today may function 

.::_$_:k~llfully with the highest degree of literacy in the 21st 

-~·t.ury as mandated by the New Jersey Constitution and the New 

~~er~ey Supreme Court. The issue of equity, parity, and quality 

·.e..d.ucation is a ci vi 1 rights issue and a fight against racism 

:-iust as the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education issue was. 

.. .. . . I want to thank you. I am glad we came to East 

r.-Q.range. I hope we come to East Orange, Camden, Newark, and the 

,·-z::est of our cities where 80 percent of our youth are. -. 

·.: ;~C-- · SENATOR EWING: Also, the other meetings, when we have 

~hem, are going to be held later. I was told that 4:00 is too 

.early. 

Ed Taylor. We will make Ed Taylor the last witness. 

'~E D T A Y L 0 R: Senator Ewing, my name is Ed Taylor. I am 

a, Board member, as well as a PTA President and Chairperson of 

:~he Unified Council for the PTOs of East Orange. But, most 

importantly, I am a parent of two children. I am a single 

parent of two children who attend East Orange schools. I have 

ltta.:ught them that eQ.ucation is the avenue to travel to success. 

-ti:::- )lave had numerous opportunities to visit other district·s, 

.J:tq_th ric-h and poor, and I have come to the realization that we·,_ 

the Urban 30, have been grossly abused by virtue of the way we 

~~upd our children's education. 

_ Some say the QEA was the answer to the problem. I am 

;not. one of that group, for I. believe it was only the first step 
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i'-n· the right· directio'ri, and that anything less is orlTf ·a· c1~~-rit 

step' backwards. .<: '1 

I disagree wholeheartedly-with the compromise, beci~~e 
in accepting the compromise we are only compromising ;,otir 

children's right to a thorough and efficient education. We, as 

p:arents and as public officials, must protect the rights that 

··otir young people cannot protect for ·themselves. As elected 

rdfficials, be it Republican or Democratic, it is your duty and 

·responsibility to protect the rights of all of our children, 
regardless of how their parents voted or where they live. :+.:::r-f·..,.~ 

I have also witnessed gross injustices as they relate 

to these hearings, as echoed by many here tonight. ·-rrr 0 fn 
conclusion, I urge you to remember that once elected, j1~lu 

become the adVOCate for all Americans 1 regardleSS Of rad~·l 
·color, creed, financial status, or party preference. The po~~r 

~df the vote is a mighty one, and I urge all parents to rememlS'et 

proceedings such as this in the next election. As somE2cirie 

~choed already --.I believe it was Ms. Cooper -- although ·.-we 

c'cfnnot vote for you, and it is your constituency which does 

~bte for you, I just want to say that we can turn the majority 

:'of the House from Republican to Democrat, or whatever party it 

~s that is in the best interest of our children. That is what 

is most important for us tonight. 

SENATOR EWING: Thank you very much. 

I have to apologize to Rudolph Clarke and A~i~ 

'Flippen-Smith, because really they have asked us to get off ~he 

stage at 6:30, and I've got-- (consultation with Dr. How~i~f 

All right, we will quickly do the other two, Dr. Howard:·'ll'~'s 

very kindly said. 

So, Adie Fl ippen-Smi th-­

response from audience) 

Is she here? (affirmative 

A D I E F L I P P E R - S M I T H: Good evening. My name 'fs 

Adie Flipperi-Smith. I represent the New Jersey Association ~f 

Black Educators. I won't begin by thanking you for coming· ··to 
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.. . . ' . -.~ . . -~ . 

-~·~a~-~-· Orange. and having this hearing, because I· believe you ·have 

a responsibility to do that. Hopefully, this will not be the 

9~a.st time we will be in each other's company, because I, like 

1you, believe myself to represent the citizens of New Jersey. 

-
Given what has happened with this bill and t~e 

comments I have heard during this hearing, I would have to .s_.ay 

that being a part of the New Jersey Black Issues Convention 4Qd 

also being a member of the NAACP, I am in total agreement wit_h 

James Harris and Kabi li Tayari, so I have no need to repeat 

what they have said. 

ojfls~ What I do have to say is, historically, in this 

,Gountry, education has always been something that has been 
• .1. 

· ll~i{thheld, to the degree that it could be, from the 

.~;tican-American community. That was how we began our tenure 

·:·~~r:e. It would seem, based on what the New Jersey LegislatuJ;:e 

1 ~~- >about to do with this bill--· If, in fact, it is a fait 

so~C.~,ompli, we are again participating in a struggle f.o.r 

.. educating our children on the level that your children hav:e 

>:been educated in our history since we have been on these shores:. 

.... I would like all of you to take a message back to t~e 

Legislature: If, in fact, you represent all of the people ·of 

the State of New Jersey, and, in fact, are not in the proce~s 

of playing partisan politics, when it is our lives and our 

children's lives, again, that are at stake, you will not allow 

us one more year to be taxed and not represented by the New 

~J•rsey Legislature, and withhold adequate, equal educationa1 

t~.nding from our children, because I believe that if the tab~es 

~'re reversed, you would not want to see these things happen to 

your own children. 

You are_, again, beginning a process that I believe --

and I have talked to the organizational members about this -­

~beginning a process of making education, again, only available 

. to . white, male WASPs. That is where education seems to be 
. \, ~ 

-~o~ing in this country. New Jersey is doing its part one more 
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ti·rne-.. in: ,-~a,king · s.u~e that we take the lead in whatever,:: is--.·:~ng 

to first destro.y this country. Whether or not you believe 4ft:··, 
those things you do that will hurt the African-Amer_i.q-a:p 

comm\1-nity in this State and in this country, will also imp~plf: 

negatively on you. 

That is all I need to say this evening. 

SENATOR EWING: Thank you very much. 

Rudolph Clarke, you will be the last individual. Then­

Or. Howard wants to make his closing remarks. 

~ U D 0 L P H C LA R K E: Good evening. My name is Rudolph 

Clarke. I am from Plainfield, New Jersey. .:seb 

Someone has said, "All that is needed for evil0st·o 

exist, is for good men to do nothing.;, I sit here as a pa~.nt 

and as a human being, and I have an illusion about this trouhie 

:t_o, educate our kids. I just want to draw your attention to :·t.w.-o 
- things: This is an issue about suburban and urban, that we a'.~e 

talking about here. When the Japanese look at their kids,~: ·.hll.ey 

see the Japanese competing against the world. I would like::~ ro·o 

see the people who have the power to look at every kid 

competing against Japanese, and then make your decision. If 

you think that urban districts are fairly funded, I will . .a.sk 

you to look at Princeton and Camden; to look at Westfield's 

Edison Junior High School science lab and look at Plainfield 

High School's science lab -- look at the comparison. It is 

Jike equating night and day. 

You can take that scenario all over this country. A 

typical example is in The New York Times today. We ar~ undex 

the illusion that because of racism the Legislature is bli-nde.d 

to play- off urban against suburban. But it is not urban t·ltat 

is the issue. It is America that is the issue. We are all:-··in 

this boat. we are going to rise together, or we are going·: to 

sink together. .-

I am calling upon you to really do what is right. 

What is right is for every kid to have the opportunity to 
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·r.e.ony:: have a thorough and efficient educatioo~. I_· ·am "'"no1:~- und:e-r 

t:hl:! ~llusion that more money will necessarily give you bett~r 

W"uc-at:ion. I am one black person who is under no such 

-J.=lrlosion. But the fact still remains that if you ar-e to 

compete in science, in mathematics, you need an up-to-date 

lab. I have been to several suburban school districts, and I 

have looked at their science labs. I have yet to see a halfway 

decent science lab in any urban district. If you don • t do 

that, then I think we are really wasting our time. 

All I have to say in closing, is that this is a done 

deal. Let the African-American community have no illusion that 

:t:he_~ responsibility is to come to these hearings and plead on 

.o.U:t'J r. knees. 

::beb.a use I 

The responsibility is ours 

do not believe that these 

to educate our kids, 

people who make the 

·:decisions have it in them to really educate our. kids, based 

UJfon~ past performance. We should not have to take the State- to 

·~t to educate our kids. It is a God-given right. The 

•history of th~s country has been that African-Americans and 

Latino parents must g.et up off their butts, organize', 

politicize, and take over. If you do not do that, then these 

p.O:liticians will never do what they are supposed to do. 
-:; ' .. Thank you. 

SENATOR EW!NG: Thank you very much. 

Dr. Howard? 

DR. HOWARD: Very quickly I want to thank Senato-r 

.Ewing for coming here this evening to meet the East Orange 

:c:ommuni ty and neighboring school districts and communi ties to 

d::s.J:k about the compromise Senate and Assembly bills. The East 

.:Orange School District and community, on behalf of my office, 

.rthe:- School Board, and the Mayor, Cardell Cooper, were very 

~op~ful and delighted to present Senator Ewing here to you thi~ 

evening. We would hope that the Senator would take some of 

these ideas back to the Senate and the Assembly tomorrow before 
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the:, vote~} and; reconsider some of the things that hav,e come 

about. 

In the future I would also ask that East. Orange b~ 

considered again to host other legislative Conuni ttee hearings. 

We feel here that we are ready to participate in the political 

process. I think there are a lot of people here in the East 

Orange ~omtnuni ty who would like to be involved in some of the 

Conunittee functions and hearings and programs and activities 

that are taking place at the legislative level throughout the· 

State. 

So we stand here, not to criticize any person. I 

don't think you heard that this evening, but you heard some 

very profound statements that ·were somewhat critical of the 

issues and the ideas. I think we have come a long way, to the 

extent that we are· no longer attacking. the messenger, the 

person, but are attacking the issues and critiquirig those 

issues to the best of our abilities. 

Again I would ask that Senator Ewing take back some of 

these ideas to the Senate and the Assembly, and consider 

appointing and also looking at people within the East Orange 

conununi ty to participate in this very important funding issue 

throughout the State of New Jersey. 

Thank you. 

(IIEETIRG CORCLUDED) 
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